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Region Zapatista 



by Mark Lucey 

As Chris and I walked along the dirt road leading out of 
the village of Morelia in Chiapas, the Mexican sun blazed 
down on our necks. I squinted despite the best efforts of my 
baseball cap and held the plastic cup of morning java that 
I had forgotten to put down in the sudden rush out of the 
cement building where we Peace Campers stay. A man from 
the village had shown up at the door, out of breath, and 
said, "El ejercito viene!" (The army is coming!) I shook Chris 
from his hammock, and the ten of us Peace Campers 
grabbed our cameras and raced out the door to join the 
community in blocking the army from entering the town. 

The evening before we had attended a memorial service 
for three people who died during the January 1994 offen- 
sive when members of the Zapatista National Liberation 
Army (EZLN) took over the local governments of several 
larger cities in Chiapas. Before the fighting gave over to 
peace talks between the EZLN and the Mexican government, numerous soldiers 
had died, including three from Morelia. Toward the end of the service, several 
men rushed into the building and announced that they had received word that 
the army was coming. ! followed the running crowd of people out the door and 


"Devils! Assassins! Sons of Whores!" EZLN women chase the Mexican Army out of town. 

down the road to the village entrance, when 1 suddenly realized the men had 
all disappeared. Only women and children were blockading the army! 

' continued on page 24 


Yellowstone Slaughter Disrupted 

Bison Beats State 34-25 
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After last year's harrowing winter of 
government-sponsored buffalo kill- 
ings, resulting in the death of 1,100 
buffalo (over half the herd), the buf- 
falo slaughter has been almost com- 
pletely stopped. So far this season, 25 
of 34 attempted captures have left the 
killers frustrated and empty-handed. 

At dawn on December 29, 16 mem- 
bers of America's last wild bison herd 
went from Yellowstone National Park 
onto private land near the town of 
West Yellowstone, Montana. The 
landowner, who openly expresses an- 
tagonism toward buffalo, had threat- 
ened to have the ani- 
mals killed if they 
"trespassed" onto his 
property. He allowed 
the Montana Depart- 
ment of Livestock 
(DOL) to construct a 
capture facility on his 
land, a natural migra- 
tion corridor between 
the park and the 
buffalo's winter range. 

Last winter most of the 
buffalo herded into 
such facilities were 
killed. The Buffalo Na- 
tions morning patrol, 
observing a freshly 
plowed road to the 
capture facility and 
unfamiliar vehicles, 
including a livestock 
trailer, decided to act. 


Before any Department of Livestock 
agents were out of their trucks, cross- 
country skiers had slipped under a 
fence onto the property and quickly 
shepherded the buffalo to safety in- 
side the park. 

Buffalo Nations doesn't routinely 
haze the animals or otherwise interfere 
with their migration. However, with 
winter on its way, the buffalo can't 
afford to waste energy, nor can they be 
kept inside the park because their win- 
ter feeding grounds are outside it. 


by Scott Silver, Wild Wilderness 

In the two most recent editions of 
the Earth First! journal, Wild Wilder- 
ness, a natural recreation advocacy 
group, warned of the attack on our 
public lands from a new enemy. We 
named the culprit "industrial strength 
recreation" and identified its chief 
proponents as the pro-wise use, cor- 
porate-backed American Recreation 
Coalition (ARC), along with the usual 
cadre of right-wing Western 
congresspeople. This article focuses 
on where this trend is leading and 
gives specific examples of the poten- 
tial implications. 


It used to be that when we needed a 
nature fix, we'd jump in the car and 
head for the nearest mountain or 
desert. Once we finally pulled off the 
paved highway, what usually greeted 
us was a fairly natural outdoor experi- 
ence. Unfortunately, that type of free- 
wheeling experience is about to go 
extinct because federal land managers 
want to turn nature into a "product" 
and then repackage it, market it and 
sell it in the form of differentiated 
"brands" of value-added recreation. 

Public lands managers are working 
from basic tenets that are key to their 
new recreation paradigm. These te- 
nets hold that: 

1) Public lands recreation must be 
self-supporting. The Demonstration 
Recreation Fee Program recently 
implemented on many public lands, 
with the ARC as the program's pri- 
vate partner, is expected to generate 
only $300 million over the next six 
years. In order for recreation to fully 
"pay its own way," access fees would 
need to be increased dramatically or 
additional businesses would need to 
be operated upon public lands. 

2) "Interpretation," through infor- 
mational signage, guided nature 
tours and the like will be heavily 
emphasized. This trend is led by two 
organizations, The National Associa- 
tion for Interpretation and the 
Disney Corporation, an ARC sustain- 
ing member. In 1995, Disney signed 
a memorandum of understanding 
with the US Forest Service (USFS), 


continued on page 28 



Bison move out of Yellowstone Park. 


continued on page 25 
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EARTH FIRST! 


NO COMPROMISE IN DEFENSE OF MOTHER EARTH 

POB 1415 • EUGENE, OREGON 97440 • (541) 344-8004 


CENSORING THE JOURNAL 


There was some controversy over making the Bozeman 
Activists Conference into the Missoula Organizers Confer- 
ence and Winter Rendezvous. At one point, some of the 
original Bozeman organizers even suggested that there was 
no need to have the conference because there's nothing to 
talk about. As the muckrakers and troublemakers of the 
movement, we here at the Journal wanted to make sure that 
there's something to talk about. 

At a party not long after the Samhain issue came out, I 
overheard some friends talking about the Journal. One 
woman was saying, "I loved it. I think every new Earth 
Firstler should have to read that article once a day. They 
should be quizzed on it." "Really?," asked the man she was 
talking to. "I picked the paper up, saw that and thought to 
myself, 'This is why I never read the Journal.'" I knew 
immediately that their heated conversation was about 
Samhain 's op-ed, "The Cult of Nonviolence." 

Those responses were but two voices in the cacophony of 
reactions we received to the piece. In addition to Rod Coronado's 
excellent op-ed that ran last issue, we also wanted to run three 
other responses — one that argues for nonviolence, one that 
couches the criticism of dogma from "The Cult of Nonvio- 
lence" in a biting analysis of a particu- r 
lar EF! campaign, and one that, argu- ‘-IK 



ably, advocates violence. 

That last piece begins, "If some 
one broke into your home and 
tried to steal everything you had i 
and kill your family, what would 
you do? A: Make a banner and 
call the media. B: Call a lawyer 
and file a restraining order. C: Chain 
yourself to the front door." From there, 
the author passionately advocates for a vigorous self-de- 
fense of the Earth, our home. 

As you know, none of those other pieces ran last issue. As 
you read this issue, you'll notice that they aren't here either. 

At the 1993 EF! Activists Conference, it was consensed 
that the EF! Journal shall not print any material "that could 
reasonably be interpreted to advocate violence or physical 
harm to human beings." After that, at the 1993 EF! Rendez- 
vous, a proposal for structuring a new Journal collective was 
consensed on. That proposal included the statement that, 
"We welcome submissions of articles, letters, poetry and art 
that put the Earth first, build the Earth First! movement and 
advance the creation of a world wild and free of speciesism, 
racism, sexism, violence, exploitation and oppression." 

At this year's Organizers Conference, the staff of the Earth 
First! Journal intends to challenge any policy censoring what 
we may print. We feel that the very self-critical debate pro- 
voked by the "Cult of Nonviolence" is some of the healthiest 
the Journal has inspired in years. In deciding to postpone the 
debate, the five editors read the pieces many times with fine- 
tooth combs, flushing out every single implication and suppo- 
sition. We had a number of trusted friends and advisors review 
them. We discussed many different combinations of editing, 
running, dumping and bumping the responses. 


In the end, the decision we made had less to do with the 
quality of the pieces than the politics of the matter. That's 
not an easy thing for journalists and editors to admit. It 
is why the staff of the Journal intends to raise the issue of 
the rules censoring the paper at the Organizers Confer- 
ence. That debate is sure to ruffle some people's feathers, 
much like the articles will. But, in the end, if we haven't 
ruffled some feathers, have we really done our job? 

Words are just words. Those who take exception to 
certain combinations of words, reject them outright, 
commit a logical crime cloaked in an ugly insistence 
called censorship. The power of words is in their ability to 
touch truth through logic. I urge and welcome all those 
people who think the Journal should unfailingly abide by 
a rule censoring this debate to dust off their logical 
caps, pick up a pen and put into words the 
truth of nonviolence. 

That invitation, of course, extends to 
those who might want to argue the 
truth of something besides strict 
nonviolence. Myself, I think it's go- 
ing to be difficult to argue that EF! 
has reached the point where indi- 
vidual acts of violence would ad- 
vance our ends or that a united 
group of people, willing to use vio- 
lence, is prepared to systematically 
defeat the military industrial com- 
plex and bring down the grand poo- 
bah of oppressors. 

With all that said, it's important to 
know that the Journal staff is not 
interested in re-airing a tired debate 
speaking in generalities about the abstract question of 
nonviolence versus violence. Those who want to submit 
would do well to reread "The Cult of Nonviolence" and 
observe that the questions posed there aren't even about 
nonviolence versus violence, but about dogma and open- 
mindedness. We feel that this debate is timely and impor- 
tant right now because many EFlers think the movement 
has reached an impasse — not one where violence is sud- 
denly an option, but where it is clear that some of our 
tactics are worn out. 

Submissions on this topic should be concise, powerful 
and no more than 800 words. Submissions that challenge 
old assumptions and deconstruct weary dialectics will be 
looked upon especially favorably, as will those that re- 
spect the difference between nonviolence, civil disobedi- 
ence, passive resistance, property damage and violence. 

Finally, dear reader, know that these questions aren't ones 
we have taken up lightly. We've talked a lot about the risks 
of hurting feelings. We've talked about the risk of supplying 
ammunition to those who use it against us and the Earth. 
We've thought about the risk of losing our jobs. In the end, 
we decided the greatest risk would be retarding a healthy 
debate that could shape the future of our movement. 

— Lacey Phillabaum 




aurta Qabala 

Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious act. 

Prairie dogs not only cry wolf, they cry dark, fat wolf. 
Often under the shadow of predators, Gunnison's prairie 
dogs ( Cynomys gunnisoni) have developed a language sys- 
tem. These animals, who tongue-kiss to identify each other, 
scream. Their screams say "hawk," "coyote," "dog," or 
"human," as well as convey information about shape. and 
color. This species even differentiates between humans, 
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by Faith Walker 

who have preyed upon them for at least 150 years, based 
upon body shape and color of clothing. Such an ability is 
clearly advantageous since predators vary in hunting 
skills, and particular individu- 
als may often frequent a prai- 
rie dog colony. 

Predator-specific alarm 
calls are likely common. 

They have also been 
found in vervet mon- 
keys, domestic fowl and 
the California ground 
squirrel. The semantic 
calls of the Gunnison's 
prairie dog are the first to be 
elucidated. 
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The Earth First! Journal is published by 
an editorial staff from within the Earth 
First! movement. Entire contents are copy- 
righted 1997. We allow reprinting if credit 
is given, except for those articles specifi- 
cally copyrighted by the author. Art, pho- 
tographs and poetry are copyrighted by 
the individual artists and permission for 
use must be received from them. 

Earth First! Journal is a forum for the no- 
compromise environmental movement. 
Responsibility rests with the individual 
authors and correspondents. The contents 
do not necessarily represent the view- 
point of this newspaper, the Earth First! 
movement, local Earth First! groups or 
individual Earth Firstlers. 

Submissions are welcomed and should 
be typed or clearly printed. Send a SASE if 
you would like them returned. If you want 
confirmation of receipt of a submission, 

| please request it. We encourage submis- 
sions on Macintosh disks or via e-mail. Art 
or photographs are desirable to illustrate 
articles and essays. (Prints are best, nega- 
tives are good, slides are fair.) They will be 
returned if requested. 

All submissions are edited for length 
and clarity. If an article is significantly 
edited, we will make a reasonable effort to 
contact the author prior to publication. 

ISSN 1055-8411 Earth First! Journal is 
indexed in the Alternative Press Index. 
The Earth First! Journal is recorded on mi- 
crofilm by University Microfilms, Inc. 

All correspondence regarding subscrip- 
tions, merchandise orders, donations, 
letters to the editor, articles, photos, 
graphics, etc., should be directed to: 

Earth First! Journal 

POB 1415 
Eugene, OR 97440 
phone: (541) 344-8004 
fax: (541) 344-7688 
e-mail: earthfirst@igc.org 
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Bowling, Ayelet Hines, Jim Flynn, 
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Poetry Editor: Dennis Fritzinger 
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Cindy, Jim, Sara, Kimberly, Jeff, James 
B., Betsy, Sundance Natural Foods 
Artists in this issue include: Stella, Sue 
Ring, Vaughn Frick, Alan Tiegreen, 

Randy Ghent, Karen Coulter, Suzanne 
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Earth First! Journal is published 8 times a year 
on the solstices, equinoxes, and cross- 
quarter days on or about November 1, De- 
cember 21 (Winter Solstice), February 2, 
March 20 (Vernal Equinox), May 1, June 21 
(Summer Solstice), August 1 , and September 
21 (Autumnal Equinox). One-year subscrip- 
tions in the US via third class mail are $25. 
First class delivery is $35. Outside the US, 
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Deadline for next issue is: 
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Club 


by Michael Dorsey, Sierra Club Board 

This spring, the Sierra Club membership 
will face an important ballot question on 
population policy and 
immigration, con- 
current with the 
election of new 
members to the 
board of directors. 

Members will vote on 
one of two positions. 

One position argues 
for a "comprehensive 
US population policy. " 

It made it to the ballot 
through the petition- 
ing efforts of a small 
faction of club activists. 

Supported by Dave Fore- 
man and various right- 
wing foundations and 
organizations, like the 
Weeden Foundation and 
the National Grassroots 
Alliance, a group of "im- 
migration control advo- 
cates" in Northern 
California, this faction 
argues that a reduction 
in US population growth 
is only possible through 

a "reduction in net immigration." This position 
targets immigrants as the cause of our domestic 
environmental problems. 

The other ballot position argues that if Sierra Club 
members and environmental activists really want to 
do something about the population problem then a 
truly comprehensive policy is needed. Such a policy 
would address not only US immigration, but migra- 
tion and the factors that drive it— the lack of economic 
security, human rights and access to adequate health 
care and nutrition. This measure was placed on the 
ballot by the board of directors and has drawn the 
widespread support of club leaders, as well as many 
other environmental organizations, activists, scholars 
and government representatives. 

There are many reasons why the Sierra Club should 
take no position on immigration. First and foremost, 
immigration is only remotely an environmental is- 
sue. No doubt, wild rivers are filled to the brim with 
toxic and solid waste. But do we blame immigrants or 
the US chemical companies that amass numerous 
violation of the Clean Water Act for that? No doubt, 
wildlands have been spoiled by the never-ending 
press of suburban sprawl. But do we blame immi- 
grants or consumer culture? Environmental issues in 
the US are inextricably bound to irresponsible pat- 
terns of consumption and poor resource manage- 
ment. Blaming immigrants will not solve our envi- 
ronmental problems. 

North Americans are making a mess. The US, with 
only five percent of the world's population, con- 
sumes 32 percent of the world's petroleum and 
plastics and produces 25 percent of the world's 
greenhouse gases. Our 265 million residents pro- 
duce more solid waste than the one and a half 
billion people in China and India. 


It is specious to consider our per capita excess as 
an argument to close the borders, rather it strongly 
suggests that we need to change our super- 
consuming economy. It is patently ab- 
surd that here in the US we con- 
sume and destroy our resources like 
no society on Earth and then actu- 
ally use that as a rationalization 
against immigration. 

Immigration is not the cause of 
sprawl. Immigration is not the 
cause of corporate pollution. Im- 
migration is not the cause of phos- 
phorous loading on Eastern shore 
farms. Slowing immigration ad- 
dresses none of these threats. 

The Sierra Club's interest in popu- 
lation issues has been, until this 
moment, properly deliberate. The is- 
sues of global population growth and 
the environment are indeed serious 
and worthy of attention. The club is 
absolutely justifiable in its strong 


Wilk tke Vigor of Jokn Muir 

by David Orr 

The outcome of the upcoming annual Sierra Club board of directors 
elections will surely ripple throughout the entire environmental movement 
and the largest, oldest environmental organization in the country. This year's 
contest promises to be one of the most contentious in recent history: three 
candidate slates, 22 candidates and a highly controversial ballot initiative. 
The battle lines are drawn, and three camps are squaring off: the board's 
nominees (the Old Guard), a group of petitioners calling itself Sierrans for US 




director David Brower. 

Founded in 1990, JMSis ao alliance of Sierra Club activists united under the 
banner of reinstalling the vision and vigor of John Muir into the venerable 
Sierra Club. The JMS petition-candidates slate for 1998 is the largest yet, • 
reflecting the increasing interest in making significant change in the club. The 
candidates include Forest Service reformer Jeff DeBonis, environmental 
justice lawyer Veronica Eady, grizzly bear-reintroduction activist Jennifer 
Ferenstein, wood-use reduction campaign cofounder Emily Miggins, Zero 
Cutter David Orr, anti-grazing and wilderness-protection activist Susan 
Schock and Illinois Environmental Council cofounder Richard Worthen. 

John Muir Sierrans seek to set the terms of the debate on core issues of public 
lands and wildlife protection, and efforts to maintain and strengthen our 
environmental protection laws. JMS call for enactment of the National Forest 
Protection and Restoration Act to end the timber sale program on federal 
public lands. JMS call on the Sierra Club to adopt a campaign to end livestock 
grazing, mining and petroleum exploration on public lands as well. 

Contact the John Muir Sierrans at 30 North Raymond Ave. #514, Pasa- 
dena, CA 91 103; (626) 792-0109; fax 792-1565; e-mail: JMSierrans@aol.com; 
http://members.aol.com/JMSierrans/JMSlate.html. 


support for full funding of global family planning 
programs, for example. But wading into the issue of 
US immigration — drawing the line at the US bor- 
der — is perhaps the ultimate act of NIMBYism. Envi- 
ronmentalists are fond of saying that pollution knows 
no borders, so it is ironic that some environmental- 
ists would argue for greater control over those artifi- 
cial political boundaries. Indeed, it smacks of elitism, 
domination, jingoism and paternalism. But worst of 


all, a strain of racism lurks just under the surface. 

In the essay "Pulling up the Ladder: the Anti- 
Immigrant Backlash" author Doug Brugge writes, 
"It is the issue of jobs and the environment that 
provide the right's anti-immigrant campaign its 
strongest entree into mainstream attitudes." Brugge 
offers the Sierra Club's coming ballot question as 
evidence. Indeed, a quick check of the internet 
home page of David Duke shows that in the middle 
of a horrifyingly racist plank comes the statement, 
"I will fight to limit overpopulation and protect our 
environment by stopping illegal immigration and 
almost all legal immigration into America." 

The reality is that immigration into the US in the 
1990s is only slightly more in absolute numbers 
(nine million or so) than between 1900 and 1910 
(8.8 million). On a percentage basis, immigration 
into the US is much smaller now — barely one third 
of what it was back then. Furthermore, the current 
proportion of foreign-born US residents is only 
eight percent, high by recent standards but lower 
than every decade between 1850 and 1950. The 
main difference? Today's immigrants aren't uni- 
formly European and white. 

The problem with the immigration issue in a 
"population and environment" discussion is that, 
despite the xlafms'of objectivity, neutrality and 
the use of slippery-slope terms like "carrying ca- 
pacity" and "quality of 
life," population con- 
trol always comes 
down to two ques- 
tions: which popula- 
tions and by whom? 

The ballot initiative 
that Sierra Club mem- 
bers will face this spring 
would oblige many to 
reconsider their mem- 
bership if passed. Many 
Sierrans have already 
written to renounce 
their membership over 
the misaligned posi- 
tion. More will follow 
if the Sierra Club falls 
into the anti-immi- 
grant malaise. 

What can you do? If 
you're a Sierra Club 
member and you want 
to keep the organization 
strong and effective, re- 
sist the immigration bal- 
lot trap by voting for a 
Sierra Club policy that 
reaffirms a commitment 
to addressing the causes 
of global population 
problems. This policy ar- 
gues that the key to 
working on population 
is by protecting the 
rights of all families to 
reproductive health care, empowering women, and 
addressing the real causes of international migration 
by encouraging environmental sustainability, eco- 
nomic security and human rights in all nations and 
communities. Sierra Club members would be wise to 
debunk the anti-immigration proposal as nothing less 
than a mean-spirited attempt at scapegoating and 
discrimination that doesn't add strength to the envi- 
ronmental movement or put the Earth first. 


Letters to the Editors 


Dear sphincter for skulls, 

How about a little more diver- 
sity in coverage? There is Earth 
First! outside of California, you 
know. If we want to hear about 
Headwaters, we can tune into 
CNN. Otherwise, you pump out 
a killer rag. 

— Moe Hair 

Dear EF.'J, 

Thank you for mentioning the 
outcome of the Gandalf Trial. I 
have but one concern in your 


reporting of the trial. You claim 
"The Gandalf Defendants claim 
they were infiltrated by a secret 
police provocateur who assisted 
in writing of many of the articles 
found 'inciting.'" 

This is untrue and 1 would like 
you to print a retraction. This 
scare story was started by the 
General Editor of GA who is a) 
incredibly paranoid b) can't ac- 
cept responsibility for his own 
actions. The main stuff regarded 
as inciting was 1) the Diary of 


Animal Liberation which I com- 
piled. 2) The Ecodefence Diary 
which I helped to compile. 3) 
The fact that Green Anarchist mail 
order sold Into the 1990s with the 
ALF! That was the main evidence. 
These scare stories of agent pro- 
vocateurs are put out by an ego- 
head. The Gandalf Trial is about 
free speech and the dissemina- 
tion of Animal/Earth Lib news. 
Not about inciting material. 

For Animal/Earth liberation, 

— Noel Molland CK4321, HMP 
Guys Marsh, Shaftsbury, Dorset, 
England SP7 OAH 



[Ed. note: We were greeted 
by this message on our answer- 
ing machine one morning] 

"Yeah, I just received your 
December-January edition 
of Earth First! I'm reading it. 

I'm a hardened environmen- 
talist; I have been for the last 30 
years. I thought I was doing some- 
thing good by j oining Earth First! 

"On page four, I see this thing 
about a 'wolf whose spirit will 
never be broken to Mumia Abu 
Jamal' in the 'Wolves & Poodles.' 

. continued on page 30 
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The C rand eur of the 



by Jake Kreilick 

It is late autumn and I am driving west from Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin, back to Big Sky country. My body and 
mind are weary from nine weeks of rabble-rousing and 
life on the road. As is my tradition, I stop at Shiprock, 
a remnant from the Pleistocene, to climb the sand- 
stone monolith. The oaks have dropped their leaves, 
signaling the onset of winter, but the sky is clear and 
the air crisp. My fingers soon feel the numbing effects 


as I climb the crack on Shiprock's backside. I've 
climbed this route many times, but it's always a 
challenge — particularly wearing topsiders and sport- 
ing a few extra pounds. I wedge my arms and legs into 
assorted nooks and crannies and squirm upward. 
Soon I am on top, standing above the tree line. 

I gaze over a landscape that was once blanketed 
with ice. To the southwest, I see a couple of large 
glacial mounds covered in conifers. To the north, 
I scan the forested terrain sloping gently to the 
largest watershed in the state. The Wisconsin, river 
of a thousand isles, stretches 430 miles from 
Michigan's Upper Peninsula (UP) to the Missis- 
sippi River. I close my eyes and visualize glaciers 
sculpting the sandstone formations of the Wiscon- 
sin Dells, followed by torrents of melt water goug- 
ing out the canyon as the great ice sheet receded 
north. The Winnebago Indians called the Dells 
"Neehahkecoonahera" or "the place where the rocks 
strike together." I visualize the frozen seeds and 
cones thawing, sprouting and forming a forested 
skin, growing upward and outward, recolonizing 
the land and recreating the Great North Woods, 
complete with its vast system of rivers, streams, 
lakes, bogs and wetlands. 

I open my eyes and turn to the east and then the 


south. I am struck by the tremendous human modi- 
fications of central Wisconsin. This was Leopold's 
stomping grounds when he wrote Sand County Al- 
manac. In the 50 years since his death, the integrity 
of the landscape has been drastically compromised. 

In this area and south to where the glaciers stopped, 
wetland, prairie and savanna would have interspersed 
with forest, forming a dynamic landscape mosaic. 
Now the area immediately around Shiprock is broken 
by agricultural fields, tree farms and aspen whips. 


The native forest has been reduced to adolescence. 

What did the Great North Woods look like prior to 
European settlement and the onslaught of large-scale 
agriculture and logging? The US Forest Service is 
asking now that many private and public forests 
resemble pine plantations or aspen thickets. Essen- 
tially, 19th century high-grading and 20th century 
industrial forestry "have resulted in a reduced range 
of tree sizes and ages in the regional forest and have 
simplified the structure and composition of the re- 
gional forest," according to the Forest Service. 

Across the region, hemlock-hardwood associa- 
tions once composed nearly 50 percent of the North 
Woods forests. Pine forests were also common and 
covered nearly 25 percent of the land. Many hard- 
wood stands were dominated by sugar maple, now 
one of the most economically important species. In 
communities such as the Red Cliff Indian Reserva- 
tion, sugar maples produce maple syrup and are an 
important non-timber forest product. American elm 
and yellow birch were also prevalent prior to Euro- 
pean invasion, but are now in decline. Logging of 
dominant conifers like white and red pine, and 
subsequently yellow birch and other mature hard- 
woods in second-growth forests, caused extensive 
habitat loss and fundamental alterations in ecosys- 


tem processes. Undoubtedly, the ground flora, soil 
organisms and humus were vastly different in the 
original forests than in current forests, which has a 
preponderance of maple and aspen. 

Of all the forested regions in the US, none is as 
"ecologically challenged" as the Great Lakes. Long 
a haven for the logging industry, the region now 
supplies an enormous amount of wood for pulp and 
paper mills that dot the landscape. Indeed, the Fox 
River Valley, flowing into Green Bay, contains the 
highest concentration of pulp and paper mills in the 
world. From an economic perspective, the region's 
reliance on wood products (particularly pulp and 
paper) is as firmly ingrained in the culture as the 
Green Bay Packers. 

Ironically, the Great Lakes also provide a recre- 
ational haven for large segments of the region's 
population, thanks in large part to all the fresh water 
and forests. The people who work in the mills and 
rely on logging and wood-chipping also rely on the 
recreational opportunities that the North Woods 
provide. Ultimately something has to give, and forest 
protection groups and activists face a challenge in 
convincing the Great Lakes populace that the region's 
ecology will collapse before the economy. It's clear 
that many citizens and communities are not aware of 
the current condition of the region's forests. Many 
people identify with the ethos of the North Woods, 
but blindly support the dominant paradigm of in- 
dustrial forestry — it'll grow back. 

While public concern over the transformation of 
the Great Lakes forests has not generated the volume 
there are rumblings. The environmental community 
in the Great Lakes is beginning to galvanize around 
forest issues. Last year's blockade by Earth First! at the 
Little Alfie timber sale in Minnesota's Superior Na- 
tional Forest is one indication that forest protection 
is gaining momentum (See article on facing page). 
The Forest Reform Rally, held last fall next tothe 
Boundary Waters Wilderness outside Ely, Minne- 
sota, was well-attended and offers another hopeful 
sign. Organized by the Superior Wilderness Action 
Network (SWAN), the resulting consensus on the 
Zero-Cut strategy is an important step towards pro- 
tection and restoration of all public forests. 

The upper Great Lakes states (Minnesota, Wiscon- 
sin and Michigan) contain seven national forests: 
the Chippewa and Superior in Minnesota; the 
Chequamegon and Nicolet in Wisconsin; and the 
Ottawa, Hiawatha and Huron-Manistee in Michi- 
gan. These forests are far from pristine but are in far 
better condition than adjacent corporate lands. 
Many forests on federal lands are approaching ma- 
turity and retain a high conservation value. Of 
course, this fact has been lost on the Forest Service, 
which still values logging over biodiversity. 

The Eastern timber wolf continues to migrate from 
Minnesota into Wisconsin and Michigan's Upper 
Peninsula. Fisher and pine marten were reintroduced 
in the area in the 1960s and are doing well. Moose are 
found across the region, although brainworm, a para- 
site passed from white-tail deer, has adversely affected 
the population. Black bears, coyotes, bobcats and river 
otters are relatively abundant, and both the Michigan 
and Wisconsin Departments of Natural Resources 
admit that Eastern cougars are present. In short, the 
upper Great Lakes contain enough public land to 
enable viable populations of native species to survive. 
However, the habitat they rely on — older forests with 
low human numbers — is dwindling. 

Last fall I flew over the Ottawa National Forest with 
Lighthawk. The Ottawa is located in the western UP 
and contains some of the finest native forest left in the 
region. The Porcupine Mountains State Park, adjacent 

continued on next page 


FOX RIVER VALLEY, 
FLOWING INTO GREEN 
BAY, CONTAINS THE 
HIGHEST CONCENTRATION 
OF PULP AND PAPER 
MILLS IN THE WORLD. 



Off-road vehicles leave tracks in the Great 
North Woods (above). Throughout the Great 
Lakes region, pristine forests are dwindling 
due to bad forestry practices. 
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to the Ottawa, contains over 30,000 acres of old growth and 
represents the largest tract of virgin forest in the Great Lakes. 
The Sylvania Wilderness Area, along the border of the UP and 
Wisconsin, contains nearly 20,000 acres of virgin forest, 
much of it old-growth white pine and Eastern hemlock — and 
was formerly a hunting estate for auto executives. 

We looked at two contested timber sales that target some 
of the older recovering forests in the 
Ottawa, the Old M-64 Hardwoods and 
West Hide II. The Trap Hills east of the 
Porkies are primarily composed of hard- 
wood species including Northern red 
oak, sugar maple, yellow birch and trem- 
bling aspen. Cut in the 1930s, the Trap 
Hills have regenerated as a haven for 
numerous rare plants and animals, and 
the area is the largest roadless area in the 
Ottawa outside designated wilderness. 

This sale has not yet been cut and will 
ultimately be challenged in court. Un- 
fortunately, West Hide II is currently 
being logged, much to the chagrin of a 
local landowner whose family home- 
steaded the area in the 1920s. 

Although Zero Cut is the hottest na- 
tional forest campaign, plenty of poten- 
tial exists to work on other aspects of 
forest loss. Some of the most effective 
environmental campaigns in the coun- 
try have occurred in the Great Lakes 
around toxic discharges from paper mills 
and mines. Links have been initiated 
with people working on these issues to 
establish a network that views forest 
destruction as the beginning of the pulp 
and paper manufacturing process. Toxic 
groups have gained credibility in the 
region and will be key organizing allies, essential in generat- 
ing public support. 

The past should serve as a reference point to direct the 
future of both public and private lands. Citizens must put 
in context the transformation of the Great Lakes land- 
scape, starting with the cutting of original forests to build 
the cities, towns and factories of the Midwest. At the turn 


of the century, as the technology for making paper was 
improved, pulp and paper mills arrived, further changing 
the make-up of the forest. Sugar maple is the only climax 
species that has adapted to these altered conditions. Most 
of the structural heterogeneity and species diversity of the 
natural forests has been lost. 

Today, the Great Lakes countryside is vastly different from 
when Native Americans paddled in birch bark canoes and 
French explorers probed the waterways for a passage to Asia. 

Where once only two percent of the 
forests were aspen, now over 50 percent 
of the forest is composed of this species, 
which reproduces by cloning. 

From a socioeconomic perspective, the 
once "Great North Woods" ain't doing 
so well. Sawmills are closed, factories 
abandoned, unemployment is high. 
Automation has eliminated many log- 
ging and paper mill jobs. Pulp and paper 
mills continue to contribute to defores- 
tation and toxic pollution. How much 
longer can upper level management in 
companies such as Mead, Champion 
International and Consolidated Paper 
deceive workers and communities? Hav- 
ing perfected the art of "adolescent for- 
estry," today's timber barons now reign 
over a tattered landscape of depauperate 
| forests. Incredibly, in places like Brainerd, 
J Minnesota, the legend of Paul Bunyan 
| still flourishes. 

g Forest practices must change drasti- 
| cally for the North Woods to have any 
chance of recovery. Forest activists in 
the Great Lakes and the rest of the coun- 
try need to do something about this. 
Despite what the timber industry and 
government agencies have ravaged, there 
is still a sense of wildness in the Great 
North Woods. Perhaps it will take another Ice Age before the 
wounds are healed, but I am intent on speeding up the 
process. For more information contact the Superior Wilder- 
ness Action Network at 2052 Carroll Ave., St. Paul, MN 55104; 
(612) 646-6277; e-mail: fenner@pioneerpfanet.infi.net. North 
Woods Wilderness Recovery can be reached at POB 122, 
Marquette, MI 49855; (906) 225-1938; e-mail: drcomet@up.net. 




Today, Trap Hill, or the M-64 Hardwoods sale, is 
predominately aspen. The Midwest's industrial 
boom marked an end to diversity within the forests 
of the Great Lakes. 


Hot Battle in the Cold North 


By Becca 

Big Woods Earth First! celebrated the 
New Year by intensifying the cam- 
paign to defend our national forests. A 
road blockade erected on January 1, 
1998, halted the start of logging opera- 
tions in Little Alfie, a stand of old red 
and white pines in Minnesota's Supe- 
rior National Forest bordering the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilder- 
ness. Over a dozen Minnesotans, joined 
by concerned EFIers from Wisconsin, 
camped out for over a week in the 
infamous freezing Midwest winter. The 
blockade gained instantaneous tri- 
umph, not only in the media and the 
hearts of Minnesotans, but also through 
ajanuary21 ruling by a federal judge to 
halt the logging ofLittle Alfie until he 
hears a case that seeks to permanently 
stop the cut. This is the second year a 
blockade stopped logging in Little Alfie! 

The main tools in our campaign have 
not been lockboxes or tripods, but links 
built with loggers, environmentalists 
and activists — both urban and rural. 
We invited all concerned parties (in- 
cluding the freddies) to come to our 
campfire and chat over coffee; those 
chats lead to the realization that we all 
share the desire for sustainable forestery 
practices in our North Woods. The block- 
ade was successful only because it was 
accompanied by press conferences and 
rallies in Minneapolis, tours of Little 
Alfie (for those who couldn 't risk arrest), 


lawsuits and the dedication of life-long 
environmentalists across the state. 

Big Woods Earth First! started the 
Little Alfie campaign in December 1996 
when activists camped in the road for 
1 2 days to prevent logging in the illegal 
timber sale. Last winter, the blockade 
ended when the Forest Service admit- 
ted that it failed to perform an environ- 
mental impact statement (EIS) on Little 
Alfie and pulled the sale. The blockade 
forced the Forest Service to reexamine 
its mismanagement of forests across all 
of Minnesota. All 500 timber sales were 
examined, and over 38 sales were im- 
mediately suspended! This summer, the 
Forest Service announced the comple- 
tion of an EIS and despite all appeals 
(surprise, surprise!) ruled that Little Alfie 
should be logged. Immediately Earth 
First!ers began planning a state-wide 
forest campaign. 

We opened the Action Resource Cen- 
ter in Minneapolis, a community cen- 
ter dedicated to supporting and pro- 
moting nonviolent direct action. The 
Action Resource Center and the collec- 
tively run Seward Cafe became urban 
hubs for the Little Alfie campaign. 
Through the center, we coordinated a 
tour of the Little Alfie site. We rented 
vans to go from the Twin Cities to Little 
Alfie and were surprised when around 
a hundred people showed up! We talked 
with loggers and folks from the neigh- 
boring towns. Apparently last year's 
blockade is still reminisced about. Later 


we announced our four demands: 

1) permanent protection of Little 
Alfie; 

2) economic security for all timber 
workers by creating safe, good paying, 
sustainable jobs restoring our forests; 

3) Zero Cut on all public lands; 

4) regeneration, not liquidation, of 
the Great Lake forests. 

As a newer Earth First! group, we 
redefined the forestry debate in Minne- 
sota. Imagine our surprise when last 
summer Rig Woods Earth First! was 
invited to sit at thetable with the timber 
industry and the Department of Natu- 
ral Resources to increase state- wide pub- 
lic participation regarding forest poli- 
cies. Working with allies like the Indus- 
trial Workers of the World and the 
Superior Wilderness Action Network en- 
abled us to drive home the message that 
it's no longer about environmentalists 
versus loggers; it's about creating an 
economically and environmentally sus- 
tainable bioregion. 

The battle's not over, and we are 
always looking for donations of win- 
ter camping gear, climbing equipment 
and kick-ass activists who want to 
brave the wild, wild winters here in 
Minnesota. If you are in the area and 
want to join us, please call us at the Big 
Woods Earth First! Hotline at (612) 
362-3387 or write POB 580936, Min- 
neapolis, MN 55458-0936. For more 
information about our new Action 
Resource Center call (612) 825-4745. 


/'I 




Frontlines 

Grey Guerrillas Strike 

A new generation of "grey guerril- 
las" is on the march, and their com- 
manding officers are discussing strat- 
egy. England's Pensioners' Rights Cam- 
paign is a splinter group of the highly 
•respectable National Pensioners' Con- 
vention, which has about 2 million 
members. For years it has lobbied for 
a better deal for pensioners, to no 
avail. Now the S, 000-strong 
Pensioner's Rights Campaign says the 
time lot r, . 

Its activists have taken to the streets 
twice this year, causing chaos. Just 
before the general election, a small 
contingent blocked Leicester's main 
street and held up traffic for more 
than an hour. Their leader was well 
over 70 and bent almost double. In 
September, seven members with a col- 
lective age of more than 500 moved 
with military precision into position 
on the Humber Bridge, the world's 
largest single-span construction. 
Within minutes there was a two-mile 
traffic jam. 

Chief of staff was Chris Frith, 74, a 
dapper man with a neat beard, jacket, 
shirt and tie. "I've got to the age when 
1 am fed up of being treated like a 
second-class citizen. Humber Bridge 
was a pilot; we wanted to see if direct 
action works— it does." 

None of the petitioners were in- 
jured, but Frith said he feared for his 
lile at one point. "We explained lo 
drivers that we were protesting the 
erosion of pensions and most were 
sympathetic. But there was a security 
guard who tried to provoke violence. 
He was screaming at this guy in a van 
'run the bugger over. 'The van knocked 
me to my knees." 

"It only takes a few of us lo cause 
massive disruption. But we must be 
prepared for the police to charge us 
and to start smashing heads. Illegal- 
ity is the only way," one elderly 
woman warned her comrades at a 
meeting, earning applause. 

Like all guerrillas, the rights cam- 
paign warriors refuse to divulge their 
next action. Airports have been dis- 
cussed, and one faction is keen to 
close a tunnel. Next time there will be 
more than one target, with operations 
in five or six cities, limed lor maxi- 
mum media impact. 

The pensioners' case is simple. State 
pensions were once linked lo the na- 
tional average wage, but Margaret 
Thatcher changed the criteria and 
linked them to the retail price index, 
reducing their value at a stroke. Mr. 
Frith and his comrades want the link 
with the average wage restored. 

Peter Kendall, a member of the 
Humberside brigade, cannot wait for 
the next operation "Thl politicians 
just pat us on the head and say how 
marvelous we are. They think we are 
going to kick the bucket. If they think 
they can award themselves massive 
pay increases then tell us we have to 
accept what they give us, then they 
had better watch out." 

Zero-Cut Banner Hang 

Early in the morning of January 7, 

two climbers hung from an overpass 
on 1-84 in Portland, Oregon with a 
banner proclaiming "Zero Cut on i 
National Forests. Save Cove/Mallard." j 
The banner stayed in place for an 
hour and a half during rush hour i 
before arrests were made and the ban- j 
ner was removed. 

The banner hang was timed with a i 
Cove/Mallard hearing and a noon- 
time rally where 150 people from Cali- j 
fornia, Oregon, Washington, Idaho 
and Montana showed up to support 
Zero Cut. C 
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Tuscon Pygmys Halt Urban Sprawl 


Tiny Endangered Owl Stops Development on Outskirts of City of 700,000 


by Lacey Phillabaum 

"It's a big game for these folks," says 
Lewis Tenney, an owner of Precision 
Pulp and Timber Company in Herber, 
Arizona. "They get up in the morning 
and try to figure out how to make 
people's lives miserable." Not so, say 
the activists trying to save the cactus 
ferruginous pygmy owl. But 
whether the Southwest Center 
for Biological Diversity is trying 
to save species or make devel- 
opers and loggers miserable, 
they are succeeding at both. 

The last of the seven-inch- 
tall, two-ounce cactus pygmy 
owls live in desert washes and 
high-elevation areas with lush 
vegetation in and around Tuc- 
son, Arizona. Government suj^ 
veys in 1997 found only 12 of 
the tiny, red-tinged birds, down 
from 19 the year before. Once, 
it was common to see them in 
large numbers near streamside 
thickets, mesquite cottonwood 
woodlands and thorn scrub. 

The US Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice (USFWS) says the owls' 
historic habitat extended along 
650 miles of Southwestern 
streams — 290 miles of which 
run through Arizona. 

Because of the precipitous de- 
cline of the owl, it was proposed 
for listing as an endangered spe- 
cies in December 1994. It was 
finally listed as endangered in 
March 1997. In the tried and 
true tradition of the USFWS, 
however, critical habitat has not been 
designated. The Southwest Center is 
currently engaged in litigation to force 
habitat designation. 

While the federal wheels of justice 
grind, however, local authorities have 
decided to take matters into their own 
hands. In late November 1997, the 
Pima County Board of Supervisors 
placed a two-week freeze on new per- 
mits in a 16-square-mile area, home to 
eight of the last pygmy owls. The north- 
west side of Tucson covered by the 
freeze is the city's fastest-growing area, 
cluttered with real estate signs for fu- 
ture developments. Local authorities 
have been forced between a rock and a 
hard place by the federal government, 
which has failed to designate habitat 
but has also warned the county that 


local agencies could be sued for allow- 
ing development of habitat vital to the 
owl's survival. Two federal judges have 
ruled in separate cases that local and 
state officials can be held liable for 
issuing permits to developers who dam- 
age endangered species habitat. Super- 
visor Sharon Bronson lashed out at the 
USFWS for its inaction saying "If the 


Fish and Wildlife Service would just 
come forward and do something de- 
finitive, that would help. We can't do 
their job for them." 

Unfortunately, on December 17, 
when the USFWS issued guidelines for 
property owners proposing to build 
on potential habitat, its action was 
less than definitive. The USFWS direc- 
tive requires that owl surveys be con- 
ducted by all landowners who want to 
clear vegetation within northwest 
Tucson. But, federal officials failed to 
set the boundaries of the area in which 
surveys will be required, and much of 
Tucson meets the criteria. Landown- 
ers who do find owls within 160 acres 
of a proposed development will be 
asked to develop a habitat conserva- 
tion plan. Peter Galvin of the South- 


west Center says the guidelines don't 
go far enough, citing surveys that show 
similar species range over 279 acres 
and require buffers larger than 160 
acres. In addition, he points out that 
only a few of the 12 known pygmy 
owls are in pairs, and the regulations 
would keep owls away from each other, 
threatening their survival. "Pygmy 
owls don't have dating 
services," he joked, 
"They need land... to 
survive. You can't just 
draw circles around 
them." 

On December 19, in 
response to the weak 
voluntary guidelines 
suggested by the 
USFWS, Defenders of 
Wildlife, the Southwest 
Center and Desert 
Watch filed suit against 
the Army Corps of En- 
gineers to block further 
developments that 
threaten the endan- 
gered owl. The Corps is 
in charge of permitting 
developments that re- 
quire a land owner to 
alter streams, rivers or 
washes cutting 
through their proper- 
ties. The suit alleges 
that the Corps rou- 
tinely approves devel- 
opment permits with- 
out holding public 
hearings, conducting 
environmental impact 
studies or searching for more suitable 
development sites, violating numer- 
ous environmental laws. It also alleges 
that the Corps has repeatedly failed to 
consult with the USFWS on the cumu- 
lative impacts of developments like a 
9,000-unit residential complex. "We 
are trying to push the Corps toward a 
more systematic approach of protect- 
ing valuable riparian habitat," said 
Bill Snape of Defenders of Wildlife. 
"The owl is an early indicator of a 
severe problem." 

Conversely, the Society for Environ- 
mental Truth, a pro-industry group in 
Tucson that has taken stands on be- 
half of ranchers and coal utilities, plans 
to sue the government for inappropri- 
ately listing the owl under the Endan- 
gered Species Act. The Society claims 


that the USFWS had insufficient sci- 
entific evidence to determine that the 
owl should be put on the endangered 
species list and that the owl has never 
been abundant in Arizona. 

The actions of the Southwest Center 
have clearly unnerved most locals, as 
even a proposed new high school is 
affected by the USFWS guidelines. US 
Representative Jim Kolbe, for example, 
said during a news conference in re- 
sponse to the guidelines, "This is very 
far-reaching. We are only beginning 
to understand this could have an enor- 
mous impact for all of Tucson." Like- 
wise, Alan Lurie, executive director of 
the Southern Arizona Home Builders 
Association, said the USFWS doesn't 
"know the cost of this in terms of what 
two-legged animals have to endure." 

In response to the confusion and 
outcry provoked by the USFWS’ plan, 
the Southwest Center has put forth its 
own proposal, saying it could forestall 
many future suits against landowners, 
developers and the local and federal 
governments. "We can have between 
zero and dozens of lawsuits, depend- 
ing on whether we can come up with 
some kind of meaningful planning 
process," said Galvin. The proposal 
calls for establishment of a long-term 
community conservation plan to pro- 
tect the best owl habitat in the Tucson 
area. For three years, until the plan is 
complete, a moratorium would be 
placed on large-scale rezonings and 
on new construction pf already ap- 
proved projects in owl habitat. 

Predictably, all of the interested par- 
ties weren't appeased by the South- 
west Center's proposal. "It seems they 
are not only trying to stop growth, but 
to reverse growth," said Lurie of the 
Home Builders Association. "It is a 
lifestyle issue. They want to go back to 
the days when you don't hear a voice, 
don't hear an automobile." 

Though the Southwest Center's 
Kieran Suckling says, "circumstances 
led us to this collision course," Lurie's 
remarks may not be too far off the 
mark. "We see 700,000 people who, 
due to sprawl into the desert, have air 
pollution, traffic congestion and 
crime, " says Suckling, "We see 700,000 
potential revolutionaries." 

For more information about the 
fight to protect the pygmy owl, con- 
tact the Southwest Center for Bio- 
logical Diversity at POB 710, Tuc- 
son, AZ 85702-0710; (520) 623-5252; 
fax 623-9797. 



Cactus ferruginous pygmy owl 



A gimpy poodle with bunions, in-grown toenails and corns to NYC Mayor 
Rudolph Gulianni for championing barriers excluding pedestrians on 49th and 
50th streets so cars can complete their turns more easily. The mayor called the 
900,000 cars that enter Manhattan each workday "a desirable form of transpor- 
tation," essential to the area's "economic viability." His own transportation 
experts report that 56 percent of New Yorkers don't even have a car, 10.7 percent 
walk to work and 40 pedestrians a day are hit by motor vehicles on the city streets. 

A poodle with Alzheimer's to Steve Holmer of the Western Ancient Forest 
Campaign. Though seemingly chagrined over Clinton's approval of an Interior 
appropriations bill containing 13 anti-environmental riders, Holmer actually 
said, "During the 104th Congress, the President held firm against riders 
attacking the environment." Good morning, Steve. We have one 
, word for you — Salvage. 

A shameful, shit-eating poodle to epicurists in France who 
i dined on protected songbirds during a $3,000-a-plate dinner. 
The theme of the evening was "forbidden foods," where ortolan 
and woodcock were the unfortunate entrees. "You know the 
French," said Maguy Le Coze, who attended the dinner, "French 
people like to break the law." 
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A playful wolf rolling in the snow to Anna Koshikova, a 12-year-old activist 
who chained herself to a streetlight during an action in Solchi, Russia. She helped 
form a human blockade across a road to demonstrate her support for limited traffic 
and the installation of catalytic converters on all vehicles. The action went awry 
when an unoccupied truck rolled downhill, colliding with the blockade and 
severing Anna's hand. You can send support to Anna at Conversbank, 24/26 B. 
Ordynka, 109017, Moscow, Russia (account #5791/1). 

A caged wolf to A1 Gore for whatever the hell he did at the Kyoto climate 
conference. According to ultraconservative Pat Buchanan, "If the Kyoto 
Protocol were to be approved, America's standard of living would go into 
permanent arrest, and the end of the United States as industrial powerhouse 
of the world would be at hand... Because both [Clinton and Gore] have been 
bamboozled by scientific hustlers into believing the world is on the verge of 
catastrophe." Sounds like Gore is doing something right. 

A ferocious she- wolf who eats cattle ranchers for breakfast to 
Oprah Winfrey and Howard Lyman. In 1996 the television 
guru hosted a discussion between Lyman, a vegetarian cru- 
sader, and a representative from the National Cattlemen's Beef 
Association, on the topic of mad cow disease. Winfrey swore off 
hamburgers on the air, sending beef prices plummeting. She 
and Lyman are defendants in a SLAPP suit for over $12 million 
by a group of ranchers. 
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Goshawks 


THE FIGHT TO SAVE NATURE'S OWN FOREST DEFENDER 


by Lacey Phillabaum 

I charged up the hill behind the others, my sweat 
and the bitter bile of being last mingling. I pride 
myself on being able to keep up with the boys, but 
today another woman set the torturous pace. Jess, 
Chris and Jeff followed quickly after, and I trailed 
them like a kid sister. Worse yet, though we were 
gaining 1,000 feet of elevation in half an hour and 
half a mile, Noelle had the breathe to speak at her 
normal clipped speed. Between the rattle of my own 
breath, I listened. 

"The nest has probably been used before, possibly 
for a long time. I expect the same pair will use it again 
next year. We won't see them today, though. Once the 
kids are self sufficient, Mom only stops in occasionally 
to check up." I want to ask if goshawks mate monoga- 
mously, but I'm panting too heavily. "We're close," 
Noelle says, eyeing me with a bit of contempt. Known 
affectionately to her friends as Screech Owl, or Screech, 
she's lived in the Scw7cwlk (Skowqulitz in English), a 
remote rainforest valley off the coast of Bella Coola, 
British Columbia, for the past three months. 

A trip to the goshawk nest is a closely guarded 
privilege in the camp. But Noelle has let us tag 
along today. 

As we climb, she tells us about finding the nest. At 
the beginning of the summer, she and her assistants 
started plotting goshawk "pluck posts." Unlike most 
birds of prey, goshawks kill and pluck a catch on the 
forest floor, leaving behind a circle of feathers and 
bones. After finding 11 pluck posts that could be 
positively identified as goshawk, the team focused on 
the area of greatest pluck post concentration. From 
observation platforms set in the tops of trees, Noelle 
spent long hours watching the sky for sign of gos- 
hawks. Twice, she spotted one of the elusive birds near 
the estuary, where the Scw7cwlk River meets the salt 
water of the Dean Channel. Armed with an under- 
standing of the bird's preferred nesting habitat, the 
crew set out with a "keeker," a recorded goshawk call 
meant to provoke a response. One day, Noelle finally 
heard something. Though she headed off quickly, the 
crew thought the call they heard was only the tape. By 
the time they realized the recorder was turned off and 
gave chase, Noelle had found it, a nest of twigs and 
moss the size of a dinosaur's 80 feet up a Sitka spruce — 
the one at which we were now looking. 

Noelle chuckles in her excessively impish way. 
"We just let the Mama go crazy in the sky above us. 
She was flying around, kecking and dive-bombing, 
but I wasn't scared. We could see the heads of the 
two puffballs sticking out of the nest." Today, how- 
ever, the nest is abandoned, and to my disappoint- 
ment, we have to go higher yet. We can hear the 
fledglings, a male and a larger female, kecking up 
the hill. Noelle explains that though the goshawk 
normally only kecks out of agitation, the two are 
practicing all of their calls. We hear them overhead 
now, flying and calling in a carefree manner. 

Finally, the female roosts on a snag above us, eyeing 
us with a great amount of suspicion and kecking 
intermittently. As she ruffles her feathers to leave, Jess, 
a Nuxalk man, speaks in a soothing and enticing way 
to the bird. He forms a word and tells us that the 
ancient sound descends from the time when human 
and beast communicated with a shared tongue. It is 
the last word left of that language, and when a human 
speaks it in the wild today, it is a promise of mutual 
respect. "We mean you no harm," he says. 

Though it is certainly true that our close-knit 
group means the two freewheeling fledglings no 
harm, the words stick in my head uncomfortably. 
Logging is slated to begin in this valley in 1998. In 
fact, a road will be built down the hill from this nest, 
and though we mean no harm, we are precursors of 
a process that will inflict unknowable damage upon 
this goshawk family. Indeed, goshawks as a species 
are being pushed to the brink of extinction. 

The lack of information about goshawks is truly 
appalling, and it's hard to say how many goshawks 
remain. Approximately 12 subspecies of goshawks 
have been recognized, seven to nine of which occur 


across northern Europe and Asia, and three of which 
have been found in North America. Queen Charlotte 
goshawks, like the family in the Scw7cwlk, live in 
coastal British Columbia and southeast Alaska. The 
territory of the Northern goshawk extends from the 
northeast US, across the boreal forests of Canada and 
Alaska, and southward through the highland forests 
of the western US. The Apache gos- 
hawk lives in mountains in south- 
ern Arizona and New Mexico and 
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Northern goshawk 

southward into the Sierra Madre of Mexico. Gener- 
ally speaking, goshawks are found in the forested 
highlands west of the 100th meridian, which bisects 
the area between North Dakota and Texas in the US. 

Queen Charlotte goshawks are believed to be the 
most imperiled of the North American subspecies. 
Because their maritime territory supports few small 
mammals, the goshawk's primary prey base, it is 
likely that the subspecies has always been rare. One 
indication of the truly mysterious nature of these 
birds is that they have alternately been described in 
the scientific literature as smaller, larger and equal 
in size to Northern goshawks. Today, it is com- 
monly agreed that Queen Charlotte goshawks are 
slightly larger and darker than Northern goshawks. 

In the southwestern US, the decline of the North- 
ern goshawk has been relatively well documented. 

Of the areas with active goshawk sites, the North 
Kaibab Ranger District in Arizona has the highest 
density of nesting Northern goshawks in North 
America. On that forest, between 1991 and 1993, 
the average brood success rate was 85.6 percent, 

1.57 young per pair. Between 1994 and 1996, brood 
success plunged to 31.4 percent, and productivity 
fell to .54 young per pair. 

The only management guidelines covering gos- 
hawks anywhere in North America were developed 
in the US Forest Service's Southwest Region after the 
Southwest Center for Biological Diversity petitioned 
for listing of the goshawk as threatened in 1991. 

Those guidelines were developed by a goshawk 
scientific committee appointed by Regional For- 
ester David Jolly. After the committee stated that 
maintaining prey availability on a 5,400-acre forag- 
ing area was critical, Jolly informed the committee 
that he felt implementing a 600-acre buffer "would 
not jeopardize the goshawk or industry." Shortly 
thereafter, the committee abruptly abandoned its 
earlier proposal of a 6,000-acre buffer, reducing it to 
600 acres. In fact, the management guidelines were 
designed specifically to promote continued logging 
of mature and old-growth ponderosa pine trees and 
are based on the flimsy evidence of a single scientist 


who claims that logging-dependent prey species are 
of primary importance to the goshawk's survival. 

That claim follows a line of faulty logic, as goshawks 
do not select foraging sites based on prey abundance 
but on canopy closure and tree density. Goshawk have 
evolved to hunt in moderately dense mature forests. 
With short, rounded wings, long tails and strong, 
feathered eye guards, goshawks are well-suited to 
aggressive hunting between the well-spaced trunks of 
mature, canopied forests. While feigning to protect 
the goshawk, the Southwest Region's management 
guidelines have done much the opposite, giving a 
green light to logging. Those guidelines are now being 
used as a model for other forests developing goshawk 

regulations. In es- 
sence, they are the 
primary regulatory 
mechanism control- 
ling the fate of the 
Northern goshawk, 
and they are based 
on fallacy. 
Goshawks are 
1 "short sit-and-wait 
.J predators" that perch 
| in low, hidden spots 
| and then burst out, 
§ quickly traveling 
short distances. They 
Mid-flight majesty are extremely agile 
and capable of remarkable bursts of speed. 
Their short wings enable quick movements, 
while their long tails act as rudders for pre- 
cise, quick turns. Goshawks hunt large wood- 
peckers, owls, pigeons, quail, ducks, squir- 
rels and rabbits. When conditions require, 
goshawks prey upon domestic animals. 

On the day of my first encounter with a 
goshawk, Screech told me that goshawks are 
| the forest defenders of the winged-kingdom, 
^ the totem animal of all forest activists. They 
| commit to a single specific patch of land and 
t defend it vigorously. While the species Latin 
§ name, A ccipiter gentiliis, refers back to the 
"Falcon Gentle" of mediaeval falconry, gos- 
hawks, far from being gentle, are known for 
their fierce and aggressive behavior. By 
swooping and attacking intruders, they defend an 
area of at least 20 to 25 acres surrounding their nest 
against humans and a larger area against other 
raptors. And, in the absence of habitat alteration, 
goshawks are likely to use the same nest for ten 
years. When goshawks do abandon their territory, it 
is often because of logging. Studies have found a 
direct correlation between the rate of nest reoccu- 
pation and the severity of selective logging. 

Because they nest in wooded areas with large 
trees and high canopy closure, goshawk declines 
could have affects on logging as far-flung as the 
spotted owl did, more so because goshawk territory 
extends throughout the West. In fact, goshawks 
occur in drier forests than spotted owls, mostly 
forests that were not protected under Option 9, the 
plan to protect Northern spotted owls in the Pa- 
cific Northwest. Many such forests experienced 
increased logging after Option 9 because they were 
designated as matrix lands, or habitat that did not 
have to be protected for the owl. Goshawks also 
have large home ranges, covering 5,000 to 8,000 
acres. In patchwork forests, home ranges of up to 
17,000 acres have been recorded. 

It is winter now in the Scw7cwlk, and the young 
fledglings will be on their own. I think of them often. 
This summer, the logging company will try to begin 
roadbuilding. The Temperate Rainforest Research 
Project will also be there, documenting the pristine 
nature of the valley in order to ward off logging. I 
want to make good on the promise Jess uttered that 
day to protect the fearsomely wild Scw7cwlk River 
valley for the goshawks' sake. To do so, more people 
willing to defend the forest against human intrusion, 
as the goshawk does, must join in the battle. 

The Temperate Rainforest Research Project is seek- 
ing researchers and assistants to come to the 
Scw7cwlk during the summer and help with ento- 
mological and botanical research and goshawk, 
marbled murrelet, bear and salmon surveys. If you 
have experience in any of these fields, please con- 
tact the Temperate Rainforest Research Project at 
POB 625, Bella Coola, BC V0T ICO, Canada. 
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International Pressure to Stop Dam on the Danube 



Europe's only inland sea-delta, the Szigetkoz, prior to the tragedy 


by Bela LiptAk 

In its first environmental ruling, the Interna- 
tional Court of Justice put an end to a failed dam 
project on the Blue Danube River, which separates 
Hungary and Slovakia. In September 1997, the court 
found both countries in breach of their legal obliga- 
tions. It called upon them to carry out the relevant 
treaty obligations between them, while taking into 
account the situation that has developed since Hun- 
gary suspended dam construction in 1989. 

The legal agreement goes back to 1977 when Hun- 
gary and Czechoslovakia concluded a treaty to build 
dams for power production, flood control and im- 
provement of navigation on the Danube. In 1989, 
Hungary suspended and subsequently abandoned 
completion of the project, alleging that it entailed 
grave risks to the Hungarian environment and the 
water supply of Budapest. Slovakia (one of the succes- 
sors to Czechoslovakia) denied these allegations, 
insisting that Hungary carry out its treaty obliga- 
tions. It planned and subsequently put into opera- 
tion an alternative channel on Slovak territory, the 
operation of which affected Hungary's access to the 
water of the Danube. 

When the lawsuit started, Hungary was ruled by a 
progressive, environmentally sensitive government. 
That government lost the elections of 1994 to the 
former Communists (MSZP). The Communist gov- 
ernment favors the construction of the disputed 
dam and has offered to build additional dams. The 
collusion betweembanking interests, dam construc- 
tion lobbies, extreme nationalists in Slovakia and 
former Communists in Hungary makes it possible 
that this last project of Stalinist gigantomania would 
be built. 

The environmental stakes in this case are very 
high: The wetlands involved are the remains of the 
only inland-sea delta in Europe. This delta has 
survived since the last Ice Age, when the Pannon Sea 


filled the Carpathian Basin. 

Some 400 unique species 
have survived in the Pannon 
Sea delta, now called the 
Szigetkoz ("the region of a 
thousand islands"). Since the 
rerouting, not a single is- 
land remains because there 
is little water. 

If it's left to the two coun- 
tries, construction of the 
dam could go ahead, and 
this beautiful, unique wet- 
land region would be fur- 
ther destroyed. The hope is 
that an out-of-court settle- 
ment does not take place, 
and the case is returned to 
the International Court for 
one final ruling. There is a 
slim chance of that occur- 
ring, and the international 
environmental community can help. 

An election will take place in Hungary in April 
1998. The MSZP does not stand a chance of domi- 
nating that election. Therefore, the MSZP's strategy 
is to conclude an out-of-court settlement before the 
election and get this deal approved by the Hungar- 
ian Parliament while they still have a slim majority. 
The MSZP members may be convinced to vote pro- 
environment by appealing to their decency, pride 
and common sense. This will not be easy, as most of 
these people are used to blindly following the party 
line. It will take leadership and solidarity from 
foreign environmentalists. 

The Hungarian public is passive, inexperienced 
and insecure when it comes to any form of free 
expression. Demonstrations or civil disobedience of 
any form were unthinkable during Communism, 
and the memory of those 40 years still lingers. They 
are frightened of being arrested 
arid most don't even know they 
have the right to demonstrate. 
The MSZP reinforces these fears 
by daily displays of cronyism 
and by politically motivated ter- 
minations. Yet, if we consider 
the environmental tragedy that 
is at stake, we have no choice but 
to try to prevent an out-of-court 
deal. 

A detailed solution has been 
offered that could satisfy the 
desires of all parties. This plan 
would return the Danube to its 
natural riverbed by eliminating 
the temporary Cunovo Dam and 
by starting up the Dunakiliti 
Dam, which would not block 


the riverbed or create a reservoir. Shipping would be 
guaranteed through both the natural riverbed and 
through the existing canal. Hungary would regain 
her border river, her wetlands in the Szigetkoz and 
her drinking water supplies. Slovakia would receive 
all the electricity generated at the existing Gabcikovo 
dam. 

From Hainburg to Szap, the region would become 
an international nature preserve, operated as an 
"European Free Zone" where all residents (Austri- 
ans, Hungarians and Slovaks) could work and travel 
freely. This sense of regional community and inter- 
dependence could later become the catalyst for 
wider reconciliation throughout central Europe. 

If a positive solution can be reached, the world 
would save one of the planet's richest ecosystems. 
In addition, a legal precedent would be established, 
showing that rivers and wetland regions are not the 
properties of nations but are the common treasures 
of all humankind. 

While the Danube picture is bleak, it is not hopeless. 
A few dedicated environmentalists can make a huge 
difference. You can either help with the demonstra- 
tions at the Hungarian Parliament, where your orga- 
nizing skills or media contacts would mean a great 
deal to us, or at the Hungarian Embassy nearest you. 

The full text of the judgment, as well as the press 
communiques, are available on the internet at http:/ 
/www.icj-cij.org. To learn more about the details of 
the planned solution, visit the website at http:// 
www.goodpoint.com/duna.htm. For more informa- 
tion, contact Bela Liptak at 84 Old N. Stamford Rd., 
Stamford, CT 06905-3961; (203) 357-7614; fax 523- 
3922; e-mail: liptakbela@aol.com. 

Bela Liptak is the editor of the Environmental Engi- 
neers' Handbook and president of the Foundation to 
Protect the Hungarian Environment. 



North America's Largest Paper Mill Beaten to a Pulp 


Eight years ago, the multinational paper giant Parsons & Whittemore (P&W) 
announced plans to build the largest virgin pulp and paper mill in North 
America. The proposed site was Apple Grove, West Virginia, on the banks of the 
Ohio River, conveniently located proximate to Ohio's Wayne National Forest, 
most of Ohio's state forests, West Virginia's Monongahela National Forest and 
Kentucky's Daniel Boone National Forest. Now, at long last, what would have 
been the largest pulp and paper mill in North America has been defeated. 

If built, the mill would have consumed over 2,000 acres of forest each month, 
turning our recovering hardwood forests into pulp for bright white paper. The 
mill planned to bleach the pulp with chlorine dioxide, polluting our rivers and 
air with dioxin, one of the most toxic pollutants known. 

The 13-month-old appeal of the air permit for the Apple Grove Pulp and 
Paper Company came to a close in early August. After eight days of testimony 
before the West Virginia Air Quality Board, attorneys for the Ohio Valley 
Environmental Coalition (OVEC), pro se appellants from the Buckeye Forest 
Council in Athens, Ohio, Concerned Citizens Coalition in Spencer, West 
Virginia, and citizen Monty Fowler from Huntington, West Virginia, ended 
with closing arguments. 

The air permit, which was issued in June 1996, has been under appeal since 
July of that year. In January 1 99 7, P&W announced that plans to build the mill 
had been "indefinitely suspended" due to "world pulp prices." While the 
announcement was celebrated throughout the region, it was also greeted with 
much skepticism. The president of P&W also stated that once all the necessary 
permits were obtained, they would "reevaluate the need for the project." 


In March, still more cracks in P&W's plans emerged. P&W maintained an 
option to purchase the land for the mill from American Electric Power Company 
(AEP) for four years, but in March 1997 P&W allowed that option to expire. 
Opponents of the mill filed motions to repeal the air permit based on the lack of 
a site for the project. Since much of the permit is based on site-specific criteria, 
this could have meant the end of the air permit-and the mill. Predictably, 
however, the Air Quality Board denied the motions for annulling the permit. 

"The company is apparently playing games with the people of West Virginia 
and trying to strong-arm the local politicians into rushing this permit appeal 
through," said Jason Huber, the attorney representing OVEC in the appeal. 

In a recent letter to the president of P&W, Director John Caffrey of the 
Division of Environmental Protection issued an ultimatum to the company: 
either demonstrate intention to build the mill, or the air permit will be revoked. 
Following the recent statement by West Virginia Governor Cecil Underwood in 
the Charleston Gazette that he believes plans for the pulp mill are indeed dead, 
the Air Quality Board ruled to delay its decision until after the deadline, 
indicating that there may indeed be no pulp mill. On December 17, 1997, the 
day of the deadline, President Arthur Schwartz of P&W faxed a letter to Caffrey 
stating that the company "withdraws [its] request for all permits required to 
proceed at Apple Grove, and abandon the project." The pulp mill was finally, 
officially dead! 

For more information contact the Buckeye Forest Council at POB 99, Athens, 
OH 45701; (614) 594-6400; or Janet Fout of the Ohio Valley Environmental 
Coalition, 1101 6th Ave., Room 225, Huntington, WV 25701; (304) 522-0246. 
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US Orders All Sorts of Dams Destroyed 


The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), an 
agency that for much of this century has championed 
hydroelectric dams large and small, has issued a precedent- 
setting order that the Edwards Dam be removed from the 
Kennebec River in Augusta, Maine. The order is part of an 
attempt to restore the habitat of sea-run fish. Edwards Dam, 
a scruffy hump of timber and stone, has stoppered the 
Kennebec for 160 years, since Martin Van Buren was presi- 
dent of the US. The commission ruled that power produced 
by the dam "can be easily replaced" and that getting rid of the 
dam would open up the river for fish and fishers. "There will 
be no environmental or social drawbacks," said the commis- 
sion, which also required the company that owns the dam to 
pay for its removal. 

In recent decades, research has shown that dams are the 
leading culprit in pushing many species of salmon and 
other anadromous fish toward extinction. The dam also 
cheats electricity consumers, tunneling the bulk of its 
benefits into the pockets of a company employing just four 
people. It does not control floods; it does not irrigate fields. 
Its turbines produce one-tenth of a percent of Maine's 
power needs, which is sold at three times the going rate for 
electricity in the state. And the dam halts upstream passage 
for nine species of migrating fish. 

Even Marc Isaacson, a vice president of the company 
that owns Edwards, conceded in an interview in Augusta 
that "it is hard to make a public-policy argument in favor 
of this dam." 

The federal government looks at dams differently these 
days; at long last, dynamiting all or part of a hydroelectric 
dam is now a serious proposal for river restoration. Dam 
removal has swung into fashion because of a dovetailing of 
historic and regulatory forces, as well as economic and 
social pressures. Most immediately, hundreds of the 30- to 


Brazilian Anti-Dam Activist Murdered 

by Glenn Switkes, International Rivers Network 

Fulgencio Manoel da Silva, a leader of the northeast- 
ern Brazilian peoples' movement resisting the Itaparica 
Dam was shot and killed on October 16, 1997 by an 


50-year licenses that FERC issued to about 2,000 privately 
owned hydroelectric dams are now coming up for renewal. 
Under a 1986 change in federal law, FERC cannot renew 
these licenses without subjecting dam owners to a rigorous 
standard of environmental accountability. 

At the end of the 20th century, the deregulation of the 
electric utility industry and technological innovation have 
begun to push some dams into economic reality. In the 
Pacific North- 
west, for in- 
stance, privately 
owned gas-fired 
turbines sell 
electricity at 
roughly the 
same price as 
dams operated 
by the federally 
subsidized 
Bonneville 
Power Adminis- 
tration. 

Many of the 
big dams on 
western rivers 

are owned and Ridin' the 'copter 

operated by the federal government and are not subject to 
FERC licensing, which covers dams owned by individuals, 
utilities or local governments. But the same environmen- 
tal pressures that led to the demolition order for the 
Edwards Dam are mounting against federal dams. Most 
significantly, there is a scheme to breach four large dams 
on the lower Snake River in Washington State. These dams, 
which are only marginal contributors to the hydropower 
grid in the Northwest, are blamed by biologists for all but 
wiping out several species of salmon spawning in Idaho. 
Breaching the dams would mean tearing out part of their 
earthen sections. The concrete spines of each dam, with 
their turbines and generators, would be left high and dry, 
like obsolete factories. 

Numerous dams are slated for removal across the 
country. Secretary of Interior Bruce Babbitt ceremoni- 



Frontlines 

Helicopter Lockdown at 
Dillon Creek 

In the predawn hours of December 5, 
1997, two forest activists locked them- 
selves with metal sleeves to the propel- 
ler and landing gear of a logging heli- 
copter to protest continued logging at 
Dillon Creek, Califor- 
nia. The activists re- 
mained locked down in 
below-freezing weather 
for four hours until me- 
chanics removed the 
propeller and then the 
activists. 

The protest was part 
of an ongoing direct 
action campaign to 
halt logging at the 
Outside timber sale 
near Happy Camp, 
I California. The sale 
» would clearcut near sa- 
| cred prayer sites used 
3 by the Karuk, Yurok, 
Tollowa and Hoopa 
at Dillon Creek native tribes. The sale 
also borders pristine Dillon Creek, one 
of only six streams left in California 
that is prime spawning grounds for 
steelhead trout and Coho salmon. This 
one creek supports 15 percent of the 
remaining population of the two fish. 

The Dillon Creek action camp 
started with a five-day road blockade 
in June when activists locked them- 
selves to concrete anchors buried in 
the road. Since then there have been 
several blockades and lockdowns. 

More people and supplies are needed 
to help with the campaign. For more 
information write the Dillon Creek 
Forest Defense at POB 83, Happy 
Camp, CA 96039; (707) 441-3803. 


unknown assailant in the backlands of the Pernambuco 
state of Brazil. Da Silva was one of 40,000 people evicted 
from their homes in northeastern Brazil to make way 
for the dam. 

While the motive of his murder is still unclear, it is 
suspected that da Silva's killing was ordered by drug 
traffickers operating in resettlement communities. Da 
Silva played a major role in preparing a complaint to the 
World Bank (one of the principal funders of the resettle- 
ment scheme) from people affected by the dam. The 
complaint charged that funds earmarked for improving 
resettlement conditions had been illegally diverted and 
called on the bank to take action to improve the 
situation. But, following intense lobbying by the Brazil- 
ian government, the bank's board of directors refused 
to authorize an investigation. Ten years after the dam's 
construction, resettlement communities still have not 
been provided the promised irrigation water. 

The Brazilian Movement of Dam-Affected People 
(MAB), which da Silva helped found, blames his mur- 
der on the deplorable social conditions resulting from 
the electric company's failure to adequately compen- 
sate those evicted by the dam. In describing the 
situation, a MAB spokesperson said, "Money from the 
World Bank never reached families of small farmers, 
but instead was used to irrigate drug 
plantations." 

Aurelio Vianna of the Brazilian Net- 
work on Multilateral Lending Insti- 
tutions remembered sa Silva as "a 
leader of rare value, who brought 
poetic expression to his political work 
by writing verses for repentistas [home- 
spun dialogues in music popular in 
northeast Brazil]. Many times, he 
would write meeting reports in the 
form of verse." 

In one of his poems, da Silva wrote, 

"The river is our life-water. What we 
do with it affects the life of the 
people, the life of the animals, the 
life of the river and the life of the 
waters. This is true for the world, 
not just for Brazil." 

X 


ously kicked off the December 1 7 destruction of Quaker 
Neck Dam in North Carolina, which obstructed the flow 
of the Neuse River near Goldsboro for the last 55 years. 
The project, aiming to restore habitat along a 75-mile 
stretch of the river, will replenish 925 miles of tributary 
spawning area. 

Another victory for fish came on January 8, when the US 
Army Corps of Engineers recommended that a notch be 
blast into the Elk Creek Dam on the Rogue River in 
southern Oregon. Apparently, the $7 million that will be 
spent on the project, due to begin in March, will save 
money in the long term. Currently, the Coho salmon and 
steelhead trout who spawn up the Rogue are trapped below 
the dam and trucked upstream for release. 

"We are realizing that dam removal is often less expen- 
sive than leaving a dam in place and building fish passage 
through it," said Margaret Bowman, director of hydro- 
power programs for American Rivers, a group that lobbies 
for free-flowing rivers. The Elk Creek and Edwards Dams 
are good examples. FERC determined that it would cost 
$10 million to build a fishway into the Edwards Dam, 
compared to $6 million to simply tear it down. Cost- 
efficiency and biologic prudence seem to be just the 
things that will crumble the concrete behemoths once 
viewed as permanent fixtures on US rivers. 


Going with the Flow 


The state and federal govern- 
ments are deciding whether to re- 
move several dams across the 
country, most of which provide 
very little power at the expense of 
many dead fish. 

Da him to bo Removed: 

Maine — Edwards (Kennebec River) 
Michigan — Sturgeon (Sturgeon 
River), Stronach (Pine River) 
Wisconsin — Woods Creek (Woods 
Creek), Pine (Pine River) 


Potential Dam Removals: 

Washington — Condit (White 
Salmon River), Elwha and Glines 
Canyon (Elwha River), four Army 
Corps dams (Lower Snake River) 
Colorado — Glen Canyon (Colo- 
rado River) 

New York — Station 160 (Genesee 
River) 

Maine — Great Works (Penobscot 
River), Brown ville (Pleasant River), 
Souradabscook(SouradabscookRiver) 
Florida — Rodman (Ocklawaha River) 


Activists Expropriate Food 
from Fancy Montreal Hotel 

At lunchtime on December 3, an 
anti-poverty and anti-hunger action 
took place in a posh restaurant in 
downtown Montreal, Canada. The 
Queen Elizabeth Hotel was targeted 
for a lightning raid organized by the 
Comite des Sans-Emplois de Montreal 
Centre (Committee of the Unem- 
ployed of Central Montreal). 

The action was an appropriation of 
buffet food, in which a commando 
went into the dining room and requi- 
sitioned platters of food to bring to 
those outside. Food Not Bombs was on 
hand to give out the expropriated food. 
Much to the great surprise of the 
businesspeople there, two school buses 
brought 1 10 low-income activists from 
the city's working class east end to a 
steady stream of food-filled platters. 

The managers of the restaurant im- 
mediately went ballistic, but there were 
too many protesters, swarming like 
ants, to stop the action. The diners 
seemed stunned, and afterwards one 
activist said, "We hope that the action 
has helped put some fear into these 
shameless men." The atmosphere in 
the fancy dining room was surreal and 
charged — the action created a situa- 
tion that very tangibly dissolved the 
usual hierarchy and class isolation. 

Soon, the first sirens could be heard 
wailing across downtown, and sev- 
eral vans from the tactical squad ap- 
peared. Police equipped in full riot 
gear surrounded the activists. The 
hotel was sealed off for at least two 
more hours, as were two city blocks 
along a major downtown street. 

The police announced that everyone, 
including the commando that went into 
the restaurant to expropriate and the 
people outside who were fed, was under 
arrest for participating in a riot. Ulti- 
mately, 108 people were arrested. 
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Cynaide Mining fur Gold on Battle Mountain 


by David Kliegman 

In the middle of one of Washington state's most remote and 
undeveloped regions, Battle Mountain Gold (BMG) of Houston, 
Texas, plans to blast off the top of a mountain, crush it up, mix it 
with cyanide and fill the forested 
canyon of Marias Creek with nine 
million tons of cyanide-laced tail- 
ings, all for a pick-up load of gold. 

The Okanogan Highlands 
Alliance's (OHA) challenge of 
Washington's first large-scale, open- 
pit cyanide-leach gold mine is in full 
swing. In January '97, after years of 
delay, the Final Environmental Im- 
pact Statement was released to the 
public. As expected, the Forest Ser- 
vice approved the project, and OHA 
appealed. The appeals were rejected, 
but we have challenged those rejec- 
tions in federal court in Portland, 

Oregon. The Colville Tribes have 
intervened on our behalf, and the 
main legal arguments are expected 
to begin in late February. 

In October, the Washington De- 
partment of Ecology (DOE) approved 
water rights for the proposed mine, despite the agency's long-held 
position that there isn't enough water available for new appropria- 
tion — a reasoning it has used to deny applications for water rights 
from downstream agricultural communities. Cyanide-leach gold 
mining removes tons of earth and tremendous quantitates of water 
to extract just ounces of metal. The water rights permit was one of 
the key permits the company had to obtain before construction 
could begin. It is appalling that the DOE has denied every water 
permit in this area for decades because of chronic water shortages, 
then along comes a multinational corporation with lots of money, 
and it gets more than five farms worth of water. 

The Department of Ecology caved-in to the enormous political 
pressure of the mining industry and granted BMG number of 
permits, including water rights, construction, stormwater and dam 


safety permits. OHA has appealed these decisions to the Pollution 
Control Hearings Board and has gone on the offensive. We have 
filed two lawsuits in state Superior Court in Thurston County. One 
case involves the water rights. The second case is intended to 
pressure DOE into requiring that the mine waste be disposed of in 


a licensed solid waste facility instead of a forested canyon and creek. 

Hard-rock mining like that proposed for Buckhorn Mountain is 
still "regulated" by the antiquated 1872 Mining Law. Originally 
designed to encourage settlement of the American West by guaran- 
teeing the extraction of publicly owned minerals for free, multina- 
tional mining corporations today profit at our expense from this 
sweetheart deal. The Forest Service hides behind the 1872 Mining 
Law and ignores modern environmental laws designed to protect 
human health. 

Over 65 groups representing six million members have taken a 
position against this mine proposal. Let's get to 10 million and send 
a clear message that this mine is unacceptable. Write to the Okanogan 
Highlands Alliance at POB 163, Tonasket, WA 98855; e-mail: 
kliegoha@televar.com, http://www.televar.com/~kliegoha. 



Local opposition to cyanide mining for gold at Battle Mountain in northeast Washington 


Kalmiopsis Wilderness at Risk! 

• Milling Land for Sale: Public Funds Needed • 


For those who thought the Siskiyou Mountains in southern Oregon 
were safe after the victory at China Left (see EF!f, Yule 1997), think 
again. Another environmental disaster is just around the corner with 
the NICORE Corporation's proposed nickel mine on Rough & Ready 
Creek, within 30 miles of China Left. 

The pristine Rough & Ready Creek, a tributary to the Wild and 
Scenic Illinois River, flows through the South Kalmiopsis roadless 
area. It is one of the top seven most botanically rare and diverse places 
in the world, recently recognized by the World Wildlife Fund as 
deserving "immediate protection and restoration." 

The 4,300-acre mining claim was begot by Walt Freeman 
under the frontier-era Mining Law of 1872. It would destroy 
the 40-million-year-old national treasure, Rough & Ready 
Creek, and the surrounding habitat. The plan proposes 
building 15 miles of new road into a roadless area to 
accommodate 25-ton trucks making up to 3,600 trips 
annually through the fragile landscape. The trucks 
-would cross the creek, known for its exceptionally 
clear water quality, at up to 11 places, some 14,000 
times a year. A smelter would be built on the site, 
and three to five-acre-wide exposed tailing pits 
would remain, leaching toxic heavy metals into 
the creek, which is also upstream from some 
people's water supply. 

Many local residents adamantly oppose the 
project. Kalmiopsis Earth First! along with the 
Siskiyou Project and the Sierra Club, among 
others, plan to fight to save this amazing and 
precious landscape. 

Photographer Sandy Lonsdale and Debbie Lukas 
are taking a slideshow about the project on the 
road. (The first show will be February 12, the day 
before the Western Ancient Forest Conference, at 
the Headwaters Environmental Center at 84 Fourth 
St., Ashland, Oregon at 7:30 p.m.) They are also circu- 
lating a 10-minute video about the project and urge all 
those interested to obtain a copy and share it with others. To 
find out the other dates for the show or for more information about 
Rough & Ready Creek, please contact Debbie Lukas at POB 2093, Cave 


Junction, OR 97523; (541) 592-3386 or the Siskiyou Project at POB 220, 
Cave Junction, OR 97523; (541) 592-4459. 

In a related story, River Network, which negotiates deals for conser- 
vationists to buy public land, contracted with miner Darrell Brown to 
purchase 2,160 acres of mining claims in the heart of the rugged 
Kalmiopsis Wilderness Area. Brown will receive fair market value, 
$3.2 million, for the 160-acre, patented portion of the claims. Brown 
will relinquish the additional 2,000 acres as part of the deal. 

Federal funds from the Land and Water Conservation Fund are 
being sought to give the landin-holding protection comparable to 
the surrounding wilderness area. Once the land is returned to 
public ownership, more than 15 miles of access road along the 
Wild and Scenic Chetco River will be closed, and threatened 
wild salmon, steelhead and sea-run cutthroat trout will 
again be safe from the disturbance of gold mining. 

Brown's access road is one of two controversial routes 
into the Kalmiopsis Wilderness. It fords the Chetco River 
in two places and crosses several streams. The mining 
claims lie along an eight-mile stretch of the Chetco. 

Of the nearby claims owned by two miners, one has 
been relinquished by the owner. The other, owned by 
Carl Alleman, includes rights to more than 200 acres. 
The road system to his in-holding runs through the 
Kalmiopsis Wilderness for about six miles. He is 
currently seeking a permit for vehicular access 
from the Forest Service. Although the Alleman 
holdings are not directly involved with the Brown 
sale, the precedent of a successful purchase may 
convince Alleman to accept a buy-out as well. 
The US Senate Appropriations Committee is 
the key to allocations of limited acquisition 
money, and support from the Clinton ad- 
ministration is critical. 

Send comments to Katy McGinty, Council on 
Environmental Quality, 360 Old Executive Office 
" Bldg., NW, Wash., DC 20501; (202) 456-6224; fax 
456-2710. Jim Lyons, Under Secretary for Natural Re- 
sources, Dept, of Agriculture, 1 4th St. and Independence 
Ave., SW, Wash., DC 20250; (202) 720-7173; fax 720-4732. 
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Lamb Brook Victory Delays Freddies’ Plan to Clearcut Vermont 



by Blue Coyote 


A federal appeals court in New York City has ruled 
that the Forest Service violated the National Environ- 
mental Policy Act (NEPA) when it decided to build 
logging roads into and clearcut the Lamb Brook area 
of Vermont's Green Mountain National Forest. 

In a decision issued December 22, the first 
of its kind in the Northeast, the 2nd Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals held that the 
Freddies "violated NEPA by failing 
to consider adequately all relevant 
environmental factors prior to mak- 
ing its finding of no significant im- 
pact." The court left in place an injunc- 
tion against logging and roadbuilding that 
has stymied the Forest Service from destroying 
Lamb Brook for two years. 

Mat Jacobson, the executive director of Green 
Mountain Forest Watch, who was responsible for 
pushing organizations like the National Audubon 
Society, Sierra Club and the Wilderness Society, 
kicking and screaming into the litigation, termed 
the decision "a great victory for us and for the forests 
and creatures of Lamb Brook." 

Steve Saltonstall, the lawyer for the coalition, 
said, "We now call on the Green Mountain Na- 
tional Forest Supervisor, James Bartelme, to pro- 
tect Lamb Brook forever. Our black bears and 
songbirds need deep wild forests, not wastelands 
of stumps and all-terrain vehicles." Bartelme, who 


once simultaneously served as an aide-de-camp to 
timber tool Oregon Congressman Bob Smith while 
working for the Forest Service in its DC headquar- 
ters, would not comment publicly. It's reported 
that he's furious and ready to kick some serious 
Vermont-Forest-Service-staff butt for 
making him look like a loser. 

Lost in the fog of 


victory was the fact that the 2nd Circuit's opinion 
harmed the forest cause in general. The opinion 
endorsed the lower court's decision to exclude all 
testimony by experts on the environmentalist side, 
while admitting all the affidavits filed by Forest 
Service liars and hacks. In other words, in order to 
win this type of case, plaintiffs must rely solely on 
Forest Service lackeys — the courts simply won't lis- 
ten to good science. The 2nd Circuit also held 
that the Forest Service's promise to build no 
new logging roads, set forth prominently in 
the agency's Land and Resource Manage- 
ment Plan, was not legally binding. Now 
we know for sure what we've always 
suspected: The forest planning process 
is a wheel-spinning exercise designed 
to drain our time and energy. 

Ultimately, the Forest Service will get 
court permission to go forward with 
its plan to turn one of southern 
Vermont's last roadless areas into a 
biological desert — if they can just get 
their,ISfpPA paperwork straight, that is. 
Then the focus of the struggle will 
shift away from the courts and onto 
the ground. A source close to Green 
Mountain Forest Watch claims that 
Mat Jacobson's rag-tag bunch of critter- 
loving irregulars actually look forward to 
the prospect of battling the Freddies in the 
forests, not just on paper. 


New Squirrel Count Comes Up Short 
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Just when you thought university bureaucrats 
fibbed, fleeced and cooked their books to cham- 
pion rotten deals, along comes the University of 
Arizona to prove you right. A vilified rodent 
continues to foil the plans of the school to build 
seven giant telescopes on Mt. Graham near Tuc- 
son, Arizona. The university and their cronies in 
Congress have spent the past decade shamelessly 
trying to weasel their way around the Endangered 
Species Act, but what they've hatched recently 
can be called nothing but outright lying. 

The Arizona Game and Fish Department (AGFD), 
which coordinates biannual counts of the Mt. 
Graham red squirrel, reported that the University 
of Arizona and US Forest Service officials overesti- 
mated red squirrel numbers by 20 to 50 percent in 
their monitoring program. The AGFD, previously 
no friend of the Mt. Graham red squirrel or the 
region's indigenous people, has counted fewer 
than 400 squirrels on Mt. Graham. Conservation- 
ists claim any number under 500 is not good news 
for the subspecies' survival rate. 


The university's survey didn't actually count 
squirrels, but active middens — the storage caches 
in which the squirrels stash pine cones. This 
assumes one midden, one vote, and doesn't take 
into consideration that one squirrel might use 
more than one midden. 

The squirrel is not the only native inhabitant who 
stakes claim to Mt. Graham. The Apache also cherish 
the mountain, which holds crucially important cer- 
emonial and religious significance to them. Appar- 
ently, the Mt. Graham red squirrel and Apache nation 
offer such compelling reasons to halt the observatory's 
construction that even Bill Clinton couldn't deny 
them — he line-item vetoed $ 10 million in NASA funds 
for the scope from a bill in December. 

The project violates environmental regulations 
left, right and sideways. The National Environmen- 
tal Protection Act requires that less destructive alter- 
natives be explored, and, according to many in the 
astronomical community, a similar project in Hawaii 
would produce results superior to those of the Mt. 
Graham project. Over the years, Rep. Jim Kolbe, 
Senators John McCain and Dennis 
DeConicini and various US Forest Service 
officials have bamboozled exemptions 
from environmental protections for the 
telescope project. One of the peaks on 
Mt. Graham under consideration was 
located within at least four mapped, ac- 
tive territories of Mexican spotted owls. 
That was no stumbling block for the 
Forest Service rangers, who in 1993 just 
gerrymandered the spotted owl maps so 
they wouldn't coincide with the pro- 
posed project site. Later that year, Uni- 
versity of Arizona and Forest Service em- 
ployees snuck out at night to clear a spot 
for the observatory by cutting more than 
500 old-growth trees. 

University of Arizona astronomers will 
continue to fish for intergalactic an- 
swers to the mysteries of life, but seven 
high-powered telescopes won't do them 
a lick of good if they can't see wonder in 
the native creatures under their noses. 
Sadly, the Mt. Graham red squirrel and 
Apache people might pay the price for 
their blindness. 


Corridor H Superhighway 

Road to Nowhere 

by Mark Robinowitz 

Corridor H, the $ 1-billion "Road to No- 
where" across the Potomac Highlands of West 
Virginia, is still largely unfunded, as Congress 
did not pass the five-year ISTEA (transporta- 
tion authorization) bill this year. The trans- 
portation bill battle will resume in March 
1998, when Senator Robert C. Byrd attempts 
to corral $2 billion in funds. Road opponents 
will be pointing to the need to fix existing 
roads (a federal study found 45 percent of 
West Virginia's bridges deficient) instead of 
building unneeded new highways. 

Road huggers say Corridor H is needed to 
promote economic development. "Corporate 
welfare" beneficiaries of the road would in- 
clude road contractors, large ski resorts, big 
timber haulers and the poultry industry, which 
has already polluted the Potomac watershed. 
Opponents say Corridor H would be wasteful 
and destructive, and is definitely not needed. 
The road would cut through two national 
forests, cross 41 streams and impact two Civil 
War battlefields. The state of Virginia, citing 
the expense and the opposition of local com- 
munities, has refused to build its portion of 
Corridor H, which was to connect to 1-81. As 
a result, ABC's "It's Your Money," the Boston 
Globe and other national media have dubbed 
Corridor H a "Road to Nowhere." 

One group opposed to the project, Corridor 
H Alternatives, has appealed an Oct. 7 deci- 
sion in a lower federal court which let high- 
way agencies off the hook for their failure to 
do timely historical studies or consider alter- 
natives to the major four-lane road. The ap- 
peal hearing is expected this spring in federal 
appeals court in Washington, DC. 

Corridor H Alternatives must raise $35,000 
by March to bring the appeal to federal court. 
They also need funds to educate citizens and 
public officials about the Road to Nowhere. 
Groups and individuals can mail donations to 
Corridor H Alternatives, POB 11, Kerens, WV 
26726. Make tax-deductible checks to the "Cor- 
ridor H Legal Fund." Also write to your mem- 
bers of Congress asking them not to fund 
Corridor H in the next ISTEA bill. 
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by Rhys Roth 

The global warming battle is a strategic leverage 
point. To win it is to defeat the myriad faces of 
destruction worn by the fossil fuel empire. 

From December 1 to 11,10,000 people gathered 
in Kyoto, the ancient capital of Japan, for the Third 
Conference of the Parties to the Framework Con- 
vention on Climate Change. The conference had a 
sacred mission: to reach agreement among 160 
nations on a treaty to restore the natural climate 
control system of the Earth, the basic planetary life- 
support system imperiled by the six-billion tons of 
carbon dioxide released each year as humans ex- 
tract and burn fossil fuels. 

Coming away from the conference, I sense an 
extraordinary opportunity to significantly shift the 
destructive course of industrial civilization. 

The fossil fools are beginning to run scared, f ' ~ 7 
Enormous cracks have opened in the busi- ■ ' 
ness monolith on this issue, and the grip of t , ; 
the fossil fuel empire on the political flow of > ' 
events has loosened. You may be surprised , 
by the powerful forces aligning to revolu- 
tionize our energy system toward solar, wind f v 
and other renewable energy sources. The 
stage is set for an epic battle at the close of the 
century in the United States, the source of a f* " 
quarter of the atmospheric burden of green- [V* 
house gases (but less than one-twentieth of 
the human population). HH 

Most strikingly, no governments at Kyoto Mia 
contested the scientific evidence compelling ‘ 
us to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The 1 
groundwork laid by the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change was so solid that 
even the most fossil fuel-dependent countries could 
not deny it — not even the US, Australia, Russia or the 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries. Even 
the most notorious fossil-fuel lobby group, the US 
Global Climate Coalition (GCC), completely avoided 
attacking the science. 

Not that the fossil fuel faction has thrown in the 
towejust because its $ 14-million propaganda cam- 
paign in the run-up to Kyoto failed to sway the 
American public. (In a poll taken on the eve of the 
conference, the New York Times found that 65 
percent of Americans believe the US should take 
action to fight global warming now, regardless of 
what other countries do.) 

A second striking aspect was that "business" is no 
longer a monolith united in opposition to protect- 
ing the global atmosphere. In 1997, the GCC suf- 
fered a shocking defection: British Petroleum an- 
nounced its withdrawal from the lobby group, 
conceded that global warming is real and shifted its 
business strategy, setting a new target of $1 billion 
a year in sales of solar panels within a decade. Shell 
Oil followed, not by withdrawing from the GCC, 
but by committing $500 million to solar, wind and 
biomass energy technologies in the next four years. 

Reptesentatives of the global insurance industry, 
which collects some $2 trillion in annual premi- 
ums, presented the industry's most comprehensive 
statement on climate change ever, signed by 71 
major companies. Their message: "Risk is our pro- 
fession. Climate change is a real and serious haz- 
ard." They warned that global warming can in- 
crease the destructive power of extreme weather 
events and that in several areas of the US a single 
storm could cause a staggering $100 billion in 
damages, enough to shake the industry to its finan- 
cial roots. A 1996 report from the world's largest 
reinsurance company (which insures insurance 
companies), Munich Reinsurance, concluded that 
the damage from a single mega-storm hitting a 
major industrial center "would be so great as to 
cause the collapse of entire countries' economic 
systems and could even bring about the collapse of 
the world's financial markets." When asked if the 
industry is prepared to use its enormous invest- 
ment resources to accelerate the deployment of 


renewable energy, spokespeople offered cautious 
optimism. They pointed to two recent investments 
by insurance companies in solar ventures: $2.75 
million invested by Swiss Reinsurance and $2 mil- 
lion invested by the Gerling Insurance Group. 

Further undermining the paradigm of the GCC that 
"saving the climate is bad for business," the European 
and American Business Councils for Sus- 
tainable Energy asserted interest in a strong 

treaty that supports energy efficiency and , l 
renewable energy. The Worldwatch Insti- M 
tute presented its new paper, "Rising Sun, 

Gathering Winds: Policies to Stabilize the 
Climate and Strengthen Economies" that . 
points out that both the solar and wind ' 
industries are growing at well over 20 pgv 
percent annually and have together 








M 


reached $3 billion in annual sales. Clean energy 
policies in Japan, Denmark and Germany have cre- 
ated many thousands of new jobs. 

1 was involved in circulating a proposal from Den- 
nis Hayes, former director of President Carter's Solar 
Energy Research Institute, by which the US govern- 
ment can pull down the cost of photovoltaic tech- 
nology to below that of fossil fuel power within four 
years. This would ensure a solar revolution with just 
$5 billion (less than the federal subsidies still enjoyed 
each year by fossil fuel corporations in the US). 

The proposal is based on the precedent of the 
computer chip. Were it not for massive government 
purchases in the 1960s (mainly by the Defense 
Department and NASA), computer chips might not 
be a commercially viable product today. The pur- 
chases triggered efficient mass production and de- 
sign innovations that pulled prices down, creating 
a large commercial market. As a result, Hayes notes, 
"Volume shot up still further, and prices continued 
to fall... As with computer chips, every time that the 
volume of solar cells has increased, the cost has 
fallen." Hayes' $5-billion plan would pull costs 
down, making solar energy affordable to massive 
worldwide markets, which in turn would result in 
greater economies of scale and design innovation. 

A range of events in Kyoto illuminated just how 
important it is to poorer nations to see global warming 
stopped and to take the clean energy path. For ex- 
ample, sea-level rise threatens the very existence of 
many small island nations. Immediately prior to Vice 
President Gore's address, Kinza Clodumar, president 
of the Republic of Nauru, made perhaps Kyoto's most 
searing speech. For thousands of years, Nauru was an 
island paradise, but in the last century, 80 percent of 
the island has been devastated by phosphate mining, 
leaving a thin coastal strip still livable. "And now we 
face a new threat," President Clodumar told delegates: 

"The emission of greenhouse gases in distant lands 
is warming the Earth and causing the sea level to rise. 
The coastal fringe where my people live is but two 
meters above the sea surface. We are trapped, a 
wasteland at our back and to our front, a terrifying, 
rising flood of biblical proportions... we submit re- 
spectfully that the willful destruction of entire coun- 
tries and cultures with foreknowledge would repre- 
sent an unspeakable crime against humanity. No 


nation has the right to place its own, misconstrued 
national interest before the physical and cultural 
survival of whole countries. The crime is cultural 
genocide; it must not be tolerated by the family of 
nations. The crime is no less when it is perpetuated 
slowly by the emission of invisible gases." 

In another powerful moment at the conference, 


nan 




An Ogoni representative meets with the press at the Kyoto 
climate conference. Protesters wearing hoods and nooses held 
signs reading, "These are the only loopholes closed?" in 
reference to Shell Oil's complicity in the execution of nine Ogoni 
activists in Nigeria in Novemeber 199S. 

an activist from the Ogoni region of Nigeria ex- 
plained how Shell Oil, in close partnership with the 
military dictatorship, has been extracting petro- 
leum and devastating the landscape. Two years ago, 
nine activists who resisted Shell were arrested on 
trumped-up charges and hanged. At the press con- 
ference, nine people draped in black hoods with 
nooses around their necks flanked the Ogoni activ- 
ist, holding signs reading, "Are these the only loop- 
holes that will be closed at this conference?" 

The US government's demand that poor nations 
commit to emissions reductions was a cynical nego- 
tiating ploy created by fossil fuel PR firms, advanced 
by the US Senate and taken to heart by US negotia- 
tors. At previous conferences, the consensus was 
that industrialized nations should lead the charge 
because the bulk of greenhouse gas emissions come 
from these countries. Also, rich countries that have 
plenty of food and an overabundance of automo- 
biles and wealth can afford the transition. However, 
many developing nations have already done far 
more than the US to reduce emissions. China, for 
example, has cut fossil fuel subsidies from 50 per- 
cent to almost zero. Europe and the US still subsidize 
fossil fuels to the tune of tens of billions of dollars. 

The US certainly threw its weight around, but it was 
clear to all that this weight derived not from moral 
solidity, but from the more than a billion tons of 
carbon dioxide pouring from US territory every year. 
US emissions are so disproportionate to its population 
that our representatives were able to hold the planet 
hostage and exact demands on the rest of the world. 

The protocol produced at the conference sets dif- 
ferent targets for various industrialized nations. The 
targets require about a five-percent reduction from 
1990 emissions levels between 2008 and 2112. The 
protocol needs to be ratified and strengthened, soon. 
The gulf between what science tells us is needed (cuts 
of over 60 percent globally) and the Kyoto Protocol 
targets is huge. Science magazine recently quoted a 
top scientist saying we will need about 30 Kyotos- 
worth of reductions to stabilize the climate. 

The Kyoto Protocol virtually guarantees one posi- 
tive thing, however, the huge debate over ratifica- 
tion of the treaty in this country in the next year will 
provide us with a historic opportunity to further 
loosen the grip of fossil fuels on our democracy, to 
accelerate a green-energy revolution and to strike 
blows to the heart of one of the most destructive 
industrial forces on Earth. 

You can contact the author and the Atmosphere 
Alliance at 2103 Harrison Ave. NW, #2615, Olym- 
pia, WA 98502; (360) 352-1763; e-mail: 
atmosphere@olywa. net 
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by Randy Ghent 

ave you ever had to dodge 
speeding cars while scur- 
rying across busy streets? 
Been angered by the amount of urban 
space occupied by cars? Mourned the 
loss of a car victim? Noticed a commu- 
nity lost to the destruction of nature 
and urban sprawl? 

You're not alone. A movement of 
activists has formed to liberate cities 
across Europe from cars, a growing 
movement making itself heard across 


national boundaries and language bar- 
riers. At a conference called Towards 
Car-Free Cities this international move- 
ment came together for a first-time fu- 
sion of ideas, experiences and culture. 

Skill-trainings taught bicycle repair, 
fundraising, "car walking" and building 
giant tripods to make road blockades. 

The schedule in Lyon was consen- 
sus-based, bilingual and interactive. 
The goal was to strengthen the interna- 
tional "car-free cities" movement, allow 
activists within it to exchange skills and 
information and launch ongoing coop- 
erative international projects, including 
a campaign facilitation and resource cen- 
ter, a quarterly magazine, a pragmatic 
plan for a future Lyon without cars, a 
new video and an international day of 
action against the automobile. 

The conference was on the television 
news every day of the week. "Towards 
Car-Free Cities" hit heavy even in Nor- 
wegian, Hungarian and Polish papers, 
maintaining press coverage until two 
weeks after the conference ended. It 
was then the front page of Le Monde 
screamed, “Citadins de tous les pays, 
unissez-vous contre la dictature automo- 
bile !" ("Urbanites of all nations, unite 
against the automobile dictatorship!") 

Cars Ticketed, Walked Over, 
Bounced and Bannered 

The mid-week action developed into 
the ultimate in experiential workshops. 
Under the rising Wednesday morning 
sun, participants broke into four 
groups, each with a local guide and 
scheduled press rendezvous. 

One group hung a banner reading, 
"Assezd' Autos" ("Enough Cars") above 


a crowded mid-town motorway dur- 
ing the morning commute. 

A second group led by Munich's infa- 
mous car-walker, Michael Hartmann, 
marched over cars parked on the side- 
walk. After walking over each car, they 
attached a sign to the windshield read- 
ing, "I walked over your car because I 
didn't want to slide under it!" 

The group later wrapped cars in red 
and white police ribbon, leaving "offi- 
cial" letters from the city explaining 
rationally why society can no longer 
bear the costs of private-car ownership. 

The letters concluded by giv- 

0 ing drivers a choice: pay the 
true costs of your car with a 
hefty fine of 100,000 francs 
or have your car crushed in 
exchange for a free bike. 

Some cars were actually 
picked up off the sidewalk by 
a dozen people and set down 


I in the street, rendering it too 
narrow to allow cars to pass. 
The dislocated cars were then 
ticketed by police, strength- 
ening the message of the "car 
bouncing" action. 

The third and fourth 
groups swarmed over the city 
distributing flyers that, at first 
glance, appeared to be ad- 
vertisements but actually 
asked drivers to get rid of their cars. 
"Offer to seize immediately, " they read. 
The most successful leafletters donned 
tutus, painted their faces and stood on 
stilts at traffic lights. Drivers smiled 
and waved, anxious to get something 
for free. Many even stopped at green 
lights, arms astretch, just to receive 
the "offre a saisir immediatement.” 

A First for France: Reclaim 
the Streets! 

On Friday November 1, participants 
had to outdo Wednesday's actions. But 
Friday also happened to be the "Day of 
the Dead," kicking off the weekend 
with the most automobile fatalities of 
the year. The Day of the Dead is a 
serious affair in Catholic countries, a 
day to be respected and honored. 

The week before, organizers had 
found a small orange car, dubbed "the 
Pumpkin, " and veiled it in black for the 
occasion. Hundreds of posters had been 
splashed all over town, urging 
passersbys to join France's first Reclaim 
the Streets action. Just before 2 p.m., 
conference participants pushed the 
Pumpkin to the front of the opera 
house and were joined by a growing, 
mourning crowd of local Lyonais. 

A few hundred people donned black 
garb and proceeded through the 
streets of Lyon, singing funeral dirges 
and dragging the old car through the 
city center. "L'auto, g a pue, g a tueetga 
pollue" ("The car, it stinks, it kills and 
it pollutes"), they sang solemnly, to 
the delight of bystanders. 

Also dressed in black was a ten- 
meter-long banner that read simply, 

" L'auto , e'est la mortl" ("The car is 
death!"). A funeral dirge of the same 


slogan, wailing from an amplified 
sound system, echoed off the walls of 
eight-story buildings. Death herself, 
complete with black cape and evil grin, 
mounted the now-shrouded Pumpkin 
and headed the procession, slicing the 
air with her scythe. 

After an hour of marching, when 
everyone's death-to-the-car chants had 
been exhausted, the procession 
stopped at a busy street with narrow 
sidewalks crammed with people. The 
undercover cops were powerless to 
prevent the poor dead Pumpkin from 
being dragged across the street. 

Several people hoisted three 15- 
meter-long metal poles, inconspicu- 
ous under the Pumpkin's black veil, off 
the roof of the car and set them up as a 
tripod to block cars at the opposite end 
of the street. A brave soul then occu- 
pied the eight-meter-high tripod perch, 
preventing police or motorists from 
toppling the tri- 
pod without se- 
riously injuring 
"Hit/!' the climber. 

Barring the 
ketchup-splat- 
sSfiaSSHSSPBil tered people ly- 
ing dead on the 
road, a festive atmosphere ensued 
with acoustic music, bunting, stilts, 
leaflets, paint-stenciled symbols and 
flowers, of course. Brand-new bike 
lanes instantly appeared on the street, 
just before the drum beats and sun- 
light diminished. 

Towards the end of the afternoon, 
everyone cleaned up, moved off and 
marched back to the conference site, 
traffic jams tailing. 

What Next? 

Above all, Towards Car-Free Cities 
built unity and understanding among 
European car-free cities activists, gath- 
ered from groups as seemingly diverse 
as Montreal's Le Monde a Bicyclette and 
Warsaw's Green Federation. Partici- 
pants learned from each other about 
how to use a videocamera, write a press 
release, speak before a hundred men 
in ties and how to tackle car domina- 
tion through folk dancing. Most im- 
portantly, participants got to practice 
these skills in real-life situations. 

Attesting to the success of the confer- 
ence, informal talk of a second Towards 
Car-Free Cities has already begun, to be 
held possibly in Talinn, Estonia. 

The projects launched at the confer- 
ence are in various stages of develop- 
ment: The magazine will premier in 
spring; the video is completed; an in- 
ternational day of action against the 
automobile may happen this summer 
in collaboration with Reclaim the 
Streets London; and the Lyon center to 
coordinate these projects is keeping the 
ball rolling. Whatever else happens is 
up to you! 

Information on anti-car actions and 
issues can be found in Car Busters, an 
international quarterly car-free maga- 
zine launched at the conference. Sub- 
scriptions cost US $20: Car Busters, 4 
Rue Bodin, 69001 Lyon, France; + (33) 
04-72-00-23-57; fax + (33) 04-78-28-57- 
78; e-mail: rghent@humboldtl.com. 
The conference organizers and the car- 
free resource center can be reached at 
the same address. 

Randy Ghent is an Earth First! er and anti- 
car activist now based in Lyon, France. 
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BELIZE RAINFORESTS 


Facing dwindling timber stocks and tightened environmental 
regulations in overcut forests at home, an army of Asian timber 
companies is plunging into the world's remaining rainforests. 
Leading the charge are Malaysian and Indonesian multinationals 
noted for their poor environmental records. 

While logging in tropical rainforests is not new, these corporations 
are set apart by the vast size of their concessions. Atlantic Industries, 
for example, is a Malaysian firm that has used legal "holding compa- 
nies," bribery and intimidation of local officials to acquire the rights to 
log 200,000 acres of rainforest in the Columbia River Forest Reserve in 
Belize. Atlantic paid 60 cents per acre for the logging rights. 

Scientists believe that the Columbian River 
Forest Reserve area is of global biological 
importance. There are, for example, 1,500 
species of flowering plants in the area, 15 of 
which are not found anywhere else. Scien- 
tists surveying the reserve in 1992 found 
three previously unknown species of frogs. 

The destruction of Belize's tropical rain- 
forest affects endangered tree frogs, neo- 
tropical songbirds and thousands of Mayan 
people. The Maya have lived in the area 
since 2000 B.C. Atlantic's logging conces- 
sion threatens half the population of Mayans 
in Belize. Julian Cho, a Mayan villager speak- 
ing out against the destruction of his home- 
land, claims that bulldozers dragging downed trees have loosened 
the thin forest soil, sending it crumbling in great red clumps into 
nearby streams. In addition, Cho says, game that was traditionally 
was hunted for sustenance is becoming increasingly scarce. 

Villagers from Canejo, about 10 miles downstream from where Cho 
lives, were without drinking water last year when logging operations 
near streams filled the headwaters of the Temash River with. mud. 
Logging violations are frequent, not only because there are so few 
government inspectors, but also because most inspectors are paid off 


Pipeline Biown Up 

The sight of army troops has become commonplace in northeast 
Colombia, as they search for land mines and patrol Occidental 
Petroleum Corporation's controversial oil pipeline. Buried six-feet 
underground, the 540 miles of pipeline have suffered numerous 
attacks by the leftist National Liberation Army. On December 14, 
1997, the pipeline was blown up for the 65th time last year. Another 
attack on January 4, 1998, forced closure of the Cano Limon-Covenas 
pipeline near Arauqita, 230 miles northeast of Bogota. More than 500 
attacks have been recorded on the pipeline in the last decade. In June 
and December 1997, rebels fired on two helicopters carrying military 
and repair crew personnel, killing 21 soldiers and a crew member. 

Colombia's army and paramilitary groups repress the people's 
resistance by employing a US-designed counterinsurgency strategy 
known locally as q uitarle agua alpez (draining the fish tank). Instead 
of fighting the guerrillas, the army and pro-government paramili- 
tary death squads target people they consider sympathizers. 

Destruction of the pipeline, running between the eastern plains of 
Colombia over the eastern Cordillera mountains to Covenas, com- 
prises only part of the opposition to the oil industry's influence over 
the government. According to Human Rights Watch, opposition to 
the pipeline is so strong that Colombian paramilitary groups accept $2 
million a'fkai from the US to protect other oil pipelines owned by 
Royal Dutch/Shell and Occidental Petroleum. British Petroleum re- 
cently hired a British mercenary firm called Defense Systems Limited 
(DSL). DSL soldiers taught a course to Colombian soldiers that in- 
cluded lethal weapons handling, sniper fire and close-quarter combat. 

According to a recent report commissioned by the Colombian 
government, British Petroleum has collaborated with local soldiers 
involved in kidnappings, torture and murder. The unpublished docu- 
ment alleges that the oil company compiled intelligence, including 
photos and video tapes of local people protesting oil extraction, and 
passed the information onto the Colombian military, which then 
arrested or kidnapped demonstrators considered subversive. 

The indigenous U'wa people also oppose the oil drilling. As a result, 
violent attacks against the U'wa have escalated, exacerbated by Occi- 
dental Petroleum's claim that the U'wa have connections to left-wing 
guerrilla movements. Such a qualifier is comparable to a death sen- 
tence in Colombia. Last June, U'wa Leader Roberto Cobaria was pulled 
from his bed in the middle of the night by a group of hooded men with 
assault rifles. The assailants held him to the ground, demanding that 
he sign an authorization agreement with the oil company or lose his 
life. When Mr. Cobaria refused, the gunmen beat him. Letters of 
opposition to the pipeline and the gross human rights violations can 
be directed to Councellor Camilo Saliazar, Colombian Embassy, 2118 
Leroy Place NW, Washington, DC 20008; (202) 387-8338. 


to maintain their silence. Even when forestry monitors are present 
(and not corrupted), the only regulation that they can enforce is a 20- 
meter restricted zone along stream banks. When this zone is sur- 
rounded in all directions by clearcuts measuring in the hundreds (or 
even thousands) of acres, these borders serve little purpose. 

The roar of bulldozers and the whine of chainsaws continues 
unabated. Local forestry experts say that the cutting practices of the 
Southeast Asian multinationals, particularly Atlantic Industries, have 
already done irreparable harm to the rainforest. Soil scientist Charles 
Wright points out that reforestation, whether natural or plantation 
style, will be extremely difficult. He notes that the loss of the thin 

topsoil, the lack of water during the dry 
season because of deterioration of the for- 
est canopy, the invasion of non-native 
grasses and "weed" plants, and the preda- 
| tion of young trees by cattle and gophers 
could all lead to possible desertification. 
Despite protests from the Mayan people 
f and the Belize Audubon Society, the gov- 
| ernment has refused to act against Atlantic 
| Industries. Not only have they not canceled 
Atlantic's license, but the government 
awarded a branch of Atlantic another con- 
cession in June of 1997. Ten other logging 
concessions have been granted on the Mayan 
homeland. Already a study by the Univer- 
sity of Texas estimates that the deforestation rate for all of Belize is one 
percent of the forest area per year. 

The government needs to hear that people outside of Belize know 
this indiscriminate logging is occurring and that the people of the 
world want it stopped. Write both Rt. Honorable Manuel Esquivel 
and Honorable Minister Dito Juan, at the Ministry of Natural 
Resources, Prime Minister's Office, Belmopan, Belize. 

For more information contact Rainforest Relief at POB 69583, 
Portland, OR 97201; (503) 236-3031; e-mail: relief@igc.apc.org. 

Amazon Animals 

Massacred for Dam 

. 

According to Brazil's federal environmental agency, IBAMA, 
an estimated 37,509 mammals, reptiles and birds were de- 
stroyed last October by the Brazilian electric company, FURNAS. 
The animals were massacred during the filling of the Serra Mesa 
Dam reservoir in Goias. 

FURNAS flooded thousands of square kilometers at the headwa- 
ters of the Tocantins, one of the major rivers of the Amazon, in order 
to generate 1,293 megawatts of energy. Although an animal rescue 
team was assigned to capture the drowning animals, the animals 
were in fact massacred and collected for research experiments. The 
federal prosecutor in Goias said many of the animals, including 
monkeys, capybaras, foxes, deer, tapirs and leopard cats were shot 
by workers for Naturae, the company contracted by FURNAS to 
conduct the rescue, with arms provided by FURNAS. 

"The orders were to shoot anything that moved," said boat- 
man Humberto Pereira da Silva. "We went out in bands of five 
to kill monkeys, capybaras and other animals... I killed thou- 
sands of mammals, more or less, " he confessed. Osvaldo Cardoso 
was also employed as a specialist in killing animals. According 
to him, snakes, forest mice, monkeys and armadillos were 
captured and taken to the base. There, they were rapidly killed 
via lethal injections of ether or chloral hydrate. 

According to biologist Nilson Antonio de Oliveira, chief of Resgate 
Lobo-Guara (Wolf Rescue), "the process consists of taking the 
animals for scientific use. Some of the animals are taken alive for 
scientific institutions, others to be released in the wild, and reptiles 
and poisonous snakes are also sent to scientific institutions." 

Agents of IBAMA, the prosecutor's office and the police confis- 
cated dozens of animal carcasses as part of an investigation into the 
massacre. Some animals were found preserved in a freezer. Snakes 
and monkeys were maintained in formaldehyde in steel drums. 
Dozens of bird carcasses, including toucans and hawks, were also 
discovered. Officials are still searching for a cemetery of animals. The 
bodies will be autopsied to determine the cause of death. 

In response to questions regarding the massacre, FURNAS' 
environmental spokesperson Norma Vilela said, "When a dam is 
built, flooding an area, a natural habitat is flooded and so it is not 
recommended to take animals from one place to another, which 
will cause additional impacts. Everything was discussed and 
approved with IBAMA." Forward letters of outrage demanding 
legal action against FURNAS to Counselor Marcos Vinicius Gama, 
Brazilian Embassy, 3006 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Washington, 
DC 20008; (202) 238-2772. 



Getting the cut out in the deep jungles of Belize 
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Using M16 rifles and pistols, Malaysian police 
opened fire on the Dayak Iban people without 
warning during a peaceful protest against the de- 
struction of their lands by an oil palm plantation 
company. One person was killed and many others 
severely wounded during the attack in the state of 
Sarawak on December 19, 1997. 

The small Iban community, living about 100 kilo- 
meters from the town of Miri, has opposed the 
destruction of their native customary lands by the oil 
palm plantation company Empressa Ltd. and its 
contractors. The forest-dwelling peoples of Sarawak 
depend on the land surrounding their longhouses for 
growing food and obtaining building and other 
materials. Losing their land means losing their live- 
lihoods, culture and life itself. More than 1.5-million 
hectares of land have been earmarked by the state 
government for conversion to oil palm plantations. 

Without notifying or consulting the Iban, the Land 
and Survey Department issued a provi- 
sional lease to Empressa. The local people 
first learned of the establishment of an oil 
palm plantation in their community 
when the companies moved in with bull- 
dozers and started to clear their land. The 
people went to the local police station 
and requested that the police stop 
Empressa and its contractors from operat- 
ing. The people visited two police sta- 
tions, neither of which would accept the 
report detailing their objections. While 
the companies continued clearing their 
land, the Iban wrote letters to the Land 
and Survey Department and other gov- 
ernment departments requesting that the 
lease be withdrawn or revoked. However, 
no action was taken by the police or other 
government authorities. 

Failing to get a response, about 300 
Iban put up a blockade to protect their 
land. After the blockade was destroyed, 
left with no other alternative, the Iban 
detained three bulldozers belonging to 
the companies, which they kept safely at their 
longhouse. 

The actions of the people were designed to stop 
Empressa from operating and to initiate a dialogue 
with the company. The company responded by 
calling the police. After a visit from a truckload of 
police on December 18, the people refused to return 
the bulldozers because the company still had made 
no promise to stop working on the land. - 

The following day, acting without any court or- 
der, warrant or summons, the police came to re- 


trieve the bulldozers from the Iban. The police 
returned in greater force, without identification 
and armed with Ml 6 rifles, side arms and batons. 
The locals recognized them as being from peninsu- 
lar Malaysia, indicating that the officers' actions 
had the sanction of the federal government, as well 
as the Sarawak state government. 

The people of the village gathered peacefully 
outside their longhouse when the police arrived, 
holding a banner tied between two poles bearing 
the statement, "Land is Our Life." The people smiled 
and joked with each other, enjoying the party-like 
atmosphere of the protest. Offerings were made to 
the ancestors to cleanse the spirit and provide greater 
protection to the people. 

The banner was to act as a line over which nego- 
tiations with the company and the police could take 
place. After the exchange of a few words, however, 
one of the officers rushed forward and tried to arrest 


the headman of the Iban longhouse. At the same 
time, he ordered the other officers to charge and 
open fire on the unarmed villagers gathered to hear 
the negotiations. 

The first person was shot just as the commotion of 
the arrest of the 63-year-old headman of the village 
began. When another member of the community 
was hit he asked the people to defend themselves 
and ran to get his machete. After he returned, he was 
shot a second time attempting to defend the other 
people of the -community. About to collapse, he 


swung his machete, cutting one officer. While lay- 
ing on the ground, he was shot in the side with an 
Ml 6 a third time at close range. Another person was 
shot in the abdomen. 

The first person shot died of a bullet lodged in his 
head, after five-days laying comatose in a hospital. He 
was married with three children. The two other vic- 
tims were hospitalized. Other injuries were sustained 
by members of the community who were savagely 
beaten by the police. The headman's left arm was 
severely injured after being struck with a baton. 

In all, six Iban villagers were arrested and de- 
tained, including a 13-year old. Twenty-two other 
Iban from neighboring communities were also de- 
tained briefly between December 19 and 23. All of 
the people were eventually released without charges 
but ordered to appear at the magistrate's court in 
Marudi. During their first appearance in court on 
January 22, with over 100 other Iban gathered 
outside the building to rally support, the 
villagers were not charged. Instead, they 
were individually photographed by the 
police and told they must return to court 
on March 9. 

Since the attack on the Iban, the area 
around the longhouse, and the only road 
leading to it are heavily patrolled by police. 
A helicopter also surveys the area. People 
trying to get to the longhouse have been 
denied access. The chief of police has re- 
turned to the longhouse to arrest 1 1 more 
people. And, on January 23, the headman 
was arrested and jailed without charge. 

The Iban are scared of what will befall 
them next, given the recent attack and 
continuing harassment. They are desper- 
f ately appealing to the international com- 
I munity for support. Please send letters of 
I opposition to this violence against the Iban 
to the following people: 

YAB Dr. Mahathir Mohammed, Prime 
Minister and Minister of Home Affairs, 
Jalan Dato Onn, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; 
fax 60 3 230 6540 / 255 6264 / 230 0786. YB Datuk 
Patinggi Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahmud, Chief Minister 
of Sarawak, Tingkat 14, Wisma Bapa, Malaysia, Petra 
Jaya, 93502 Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia; fax 60 82 441 
975 / 440 500 / 492 288. The Chief Judge of the High 
Court in Sabah and Sarawak, Judicial Department, 
Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia; fax 60 82 417 322. 

Please send a copy of your letter to: 

The Borneo Project, 1916 A Martin Luther King Jr. 
Way, Berkeley, CA 94703 USA; (510) 705-8987; fax 
705-8988; e-mail: borneo@earthisland.org. 



Malaysian police attack Iban villagers peacefully defending their land. 


Poflcwra Klls a Tiger Every Day h India 


The London-based Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA) has released a 
report that blames Indian politicians for failing to restrict poaching, which is 
threatening the survival of the Indian Bengal tiger and other wildlife. Addition- 
ally, tiger habitat across India is encroached upon, polluted and destroyed by 
industrial corporations. 

"Poaching for bones for Chinese medicine, skins, penises, teeth and nails is 
responsible for the death of at least one tiger each day in India," the report 
found. "Poachers and dealers, when they are occasionally apprehended, are 
routinely released on bail and re-offend," said the EIA in its report, The Political 
Wilderness: India's Tiger Crisis. The international conservation agency has said 
that reports by expert wildlife committees that recommend strong and effective 
action are merely being filed away because the Indian Wildlife Board has not 
met for eight years. 

Three sub-species of the tiger have become extinct in this century alone — 
only five remain. India is home to two-thirds of the world tiger population. 
EIA claims that tiger reserves, national parks and sanctuaries can no longer 
be seen as protected areas because economic liberalization has opened them 
to development. 

But citizens are getting active over such issues, and their initiatives are 
highlighting the problem nationwide, taking it right into Parliament. 
Despite the depredations, India still has more tigers, one-horned rhinos and 
Asian elephants than any other country. Because India's committed conser- 
vation staff has been treated with complete indifference, the Prime Minister’s 
office is to blame for its lack of conviction in responding to the people's 
appeal for stronger wildlife protection measures. 

EIA director Dave Currey argues that "without political leadership, India's 


tigers, rhinos and elephants, together with many less visible species, will 
disappear within the next few years. Try explaining that to the children of India." 

On the 50th anniversary of India's independence, history was made when 
320 members of Parliament signed an urgent "tiger appeal" addressed to 
Prime Minister Inder Kumar Gujral. It read, "The tiger is the greatest symbol 
of natural heritage, not just in India, but in the world. We urgently appeal to 
you to initiate new and immediate reforms in the mechanisms of administra- 
tion, funding and enforcement in order that the tiger and its habitat can be 
saved across the length and breadth of the country." Parliamentarians told the 
prime minister that the future of the tiger "lies in your hands." Its extinction, 
they warned, would herald a downward spiral of ecological decay. 

Some 222 members of the Lok Sabha (the lower house of Parliament) and 98 
members of the Rajya Sabha (the upper house) signed the appeal. These individuals 
represented more than 22 political parties and independents from 24 federal states 
and union territories in India. 

Recently, campaigners in India put together a map indicating the country's 
"wildlife hotspots." Even the Andamans, the remote and once-untouched 
islands in the Bay of Bengal, have been plagued for years by logging, indiscrimi- 
nate road building and refugee resettlement. On the other hand, large states like 
Madhya Pradesh, in the heart of India, face degradation of wildlife habitat due 
to the building of power plants, coal fields and rampant tourism. Tiger reserves 
have been hard-hit by growing human encroachments; dams and irrigation 
projects divert water from vital wildlife habitats. 

Forward letters of concern to Prime Minister Inder Kumar Gujral, Prime Minister's 
Office, South Block, New Delhi, India 110011. A website dedicated to India's 
wildlife is located at http:// wild.allindia.com. 
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by Garth Kahl 

While all agricultural production has impacts 
on natural ecosystems and biological diversity, 
consuming certified organic products is currently 
the only way to ensure that one's consumption 
has the least possible impact, short of growing 
your own food and fiber. On December 16 the US 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) proposed 
legislation that could seriously undermine current 
organic practices in the US and lead to the use of 
materials like a rodenticide with a long history of 
poisoning wildlife, toxic municipal sewage 
sludge, and genetically engineered organisms 
(GEOs) in the production of "organic" crops. 

? n response to the huge national and inter 

■ national demand for organic food sparked 

■ by environmental as well as human health 
concerns, the government is attempting to define 
and control organic farming. While the idea of a 
national definition of the, tej;p} "prganic" has 
merit (there are many organizations, some with 
relatively low standards, who "certify" the au- 
thenticity of organic food), the legislation in its 
current form has been heavily influenced by 
large-scale agribusiness and biotech interests, who 
would like nothing more than to cash in on the 
higher prices garnered by organic products. 
Among the elements in the new National Organic 
Standards are provisions opening the door for 
GEOs to be used in organic farming and process- 
ing, allowing factory farming and permitting the 
use of "inert" ingredients (including fungicides in 
some applications). The rule would also allow the 
use of the rodenticide strychnine, which is 
especially hazardous to hawks, owls and other 
"non-target" predators that eat poisoned rodents 
and die. 

In crafting this legislation, the USDA solicited 
input from thousands of activists, farmers and 
consumers across the country. In addition, the 
agency recruited a number of well-respected 


organic growers, processors, scientists and activists 
to serve on the National Organic Standards Board 
(NOSB). The NOSB prepared a set of recommenda- 
tions that were generally quite thorough and 
would have allowed the continued expansion of 
organic agriculture without compromising its 
environmental integrity. In the currently proposed 
rules, however, the USDA ignores the recommen- 
dations of the NOSB in many areas, most notably 
by foregoing a total ban on the use of GEOs. 

a mong the genetically modified crops 

widely planted by conventional growers 
are: insecticide-producing corn, potatoes, 
cotton, canola (rape seed) and herbicide-resistant 
soybeans. According to industry sources, nearly 
25 percent of both the soybean and canola crops 
in 1997 were genetically modified, and the 1998 
GEO planting is expected to be much larger. 

These human-made organisms pose incalculable 
threats to the stability of natural ecosystems, not 
to mention unknown human health risks, as 
genes for insecticide production or other unnatu- 
ral traits may be transferred from the cultivated 
plants to adjacent wild species via insects or other 
vectors. Imagine a host plant like milkweed, for 
instance, suddenly becoming toxic to the mon- 
arch butterflies that feed on it. 

Currently there is a nearly universal prohibi- 
tion against the use of GEOs in organic agricul- 
ture, and the NOSB recommended that they be 
prohibited wholesale from organic farming and 
handling. Despite this strong sentiment from the 
NOSB and widespread public resistance to GEOs, 
the USDA wants to allow the use of pesticides 
and food additives derived from GEOs and 
consider the permissibility of other GEOs on a 
case by case basis. 

a nother troubling aspect of this docu- 
ment, and there are many, is a provision 
allowing livestock to "be maintained 
under conditions that restrict the available space 
for movement or their access to the outside." 


The USDA took nearly a decade to craft these 
rules but is allowing the public only 90 days to 
comment. Once the comment period closes on 
March 16, 1998, the document will be passed to 
Congress, where reforming it will be even more 
difficult. There is a general sentiment within the 
organic agriculture community that the USDA 
knows it is going out on a limb by ignoring so 
many of the NOSB's recommendations and may 
be responsive to public outcry. The agency is 
accepting written comments as well as faxes and e- 
mail until March 16. Please contact them and tell 
them to accept all of the NOSB's recommendations 
without change, especially the ban on GEOs, and 
to only allow NOSB's list of substances approved 
for use in organic farming and processing. Better 
yet, obtain a copy of the rule and contact the 
organizations below for more information on 
problems and loopholes found in the document, 
omments should be submitted before 
™ March 16 to Eileen S. Stommes, USDA 
^National Organic Standards, Docket # 
TMD-94-00-2, USDA-AMS-TM-NOP, Room 4007- 
So., Ag Stop 0275, POB 96456, Washington, DC 
20090-6456; fax (202) 690-4632. 

Additionally, comments may be sent via the 
internet through the National Organic Program's 
homepage at http://www.ams.usda.gov/nop. 

To obtain a copy of the rule, contact Michael I. 
Hankin, Senior Agricultural Marketing Specialist, 
USDA-AMS-TM-NOP, Room 2510-So., POB 96456, 
Washington, DC 20090-6456; (202) 720-3252; fax 
690-3924. Copies of the rule are $8, or the rule 
may be downloaded from the website above. 

For additional information on opposition to the 
rule, contact the Organic Farmers Marketing 
Association, 8364 S SR 39, Clayton, IN 46118; 

(317) 539-4317; fax 539-6935; e-mail: 
cvof@iquest.net or the National Coalition Against 
the Misuse of Pesticides, 701 E Street, Washing- 
ton, DC 20003; (202) 543-5450, fax 543-4791; e- 
mail: ncamp@igc.org. 
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Animal Ubercirhon front 

past and present 


Since 1982, the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) has 
led a covert campaign of economic sabotage and animal 
rescue operations in the United States and Canada. Using 
direct action to produce results that mainstream animal 
rights group appear reluctant to use, the ALF is seen by 
many animal rights activists as our movement’s militant 
wing, breaking the law when necessary to drive the cost of 
animal abuse sky-high and rescue individual victims of 
torture. The government has proven time and again that its 
compassion lies with profiteers, providing sanctuary for 
the abuse and exploitation of non-human animals despite 
public opinion. Therein lies the justification for an illegal 
direct action contingent. 

The ALF’s early actions were primarily against animal 
research, or vivisection. One of the earlier raids in North 
America was a visit in 1984 to the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Head Injury Laboratory, 
where the ALF confiscated videotapes 
revealing baboons having their skulls 
crushed. Releasing the tapes to the 
public helped lead to the lab’s closure. 

Other lab raids centered on the rescue 
of individual victims of vivisection. In 
a 1985 raid on the University of 
California at Riverside, over 800 
animals were rescued from psychology 
labs, including an infant macaque 
monkey whose eyelids had been sewn 
shut and was found isolated in a metal 
box as part of a “sensory deprivation” 
experiment. After rehabilitation, the 
infant was placed with a foster macaque 
mother who readily adopted her. The 
ALF escalated its campaign against 
vivisection in 1987 when it fire-bombed 
the unfinished Veterinary Diagnostic 
Laboratory at the University of 
California at Davis, causing over $3 
million in property damage. The lab’s 
primary purpose was to serve the 
livestock industry in its efforts to 
contain diseases that cut into profits. The 
largest lab animal liberation came in 1989 when the ALF 
rescued 1,200 animals from the University of Arizona. 
Computer records and files for vivisection were destroyed 
by fire in a microbiology lab. 

ALF members have also been involved in major acts of 
eco-sabotage. The communion between direct action 
environmentalists and the ALF began on the West Coast, where 
as early as 1987, slaughterhouses and meat-processing plants 
were fire-bombed. In 1988, the offices of the California 
Cattleman’s Association in Sacramento were vandalized and 
the nearby Dixon Livestock Auction was fire-bombed by a 
coalition of both groups. According to the EF! Anti-grazing 
Task Force, the Dixon facility was a central hub for ranchers 
selling livestock, most of which grazed on public lands. On 
Earth Day 1990, the Earth Night Action Group, including 
activists from both movements, toppled powerlines from a 
coal-fired generation station in California to protest the burning 
of fossil-fuels. Also in 1 988, the ALF rescued 1 3 beagles from 
the University of California at Irvine, where the gas masks 
strapped to the beagles’ faces forced them to breathe carbon 
dioxide to study the effects of air pollution. In 1987, the 
Western Wildlife Cell of the ALF was formed and its first 
action was to release 200 wild horses from a BLM facility in 
northeastern California where the horses were detained 
because they competed with cattle for grazing lands. 

A strategy like the ALF’s that utilizes illegal means 
doesn’t come without government repression. Federal grand 
juries convened to investigate the 1987 UC Davis arson of 
the Veterinary Diagnostic Lab, but no activists were ever 
indicted. People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) 
has often been a target for federal harassment due to their 
vocal support of the ALF. 

In 1991, the Western Wildlife Cell of the ALF launched 
a series of raids on fur-farm industry targets, first fire- 
bombing Washington State University’s Experimental Fur 


Farm, leading to its closure less than a year later. The next 
week, a fur farm feed distributor in Washington suffered an 
$800,000 arson attack. In August, the same cell of the ALF 
raided Washington State University, rescuing seven coyotes 
used to research sarcocystis, a disease that coyotes painlessly 
carry in the wild, that can damage the commercially valuable 
wool and meat of free-range sheep. Six mink were also 
rescued from the Experimental Fur Farm operated jointly 
by Utah State University and the US Department of 
Agriculture, an agency which conducts experimentation on 
behalf of both the livestock and fur industries. In December 

1991, an Oregon fur farm was destroyed by fire. In February 

1992, the Western Wildlife Cell of the ALF raided Michigan 
State University’s (MSU) Furbearer Research Facility, which 
conducted experiments on mink, ferrets and otters. The 
experiments at MSU include force-feeding toxins such as 


PCBs to study the effects of pollution in the Great Lakes 
ecosystem. Two mink were rescued and 30 years of animal 
research destroyed in a fire in the offices and labs of MSU. 

Following these actions, the Department of Justice 
convened three federal grand juries that resulted in the 
subpoenaing of dozens of Earth Firstlers, PETA members 
and other animal liberationists, four of whom were 
imprisoned for six months each for refusing to testify. 
Possibly the one action that best exemplified common 
struggle between Earth warriors and the ALF was the 1992 
raid on the USDA’s Animal Damage Control program. Utah 
State University (USU) vivisector Fred Knowlton has for 
the past 30 years developed and devised poisons and traps 
used to kill over a hundred thousand coyotes and other 
predators to benefit the livestock industry. The Predator 
Research Facility in Melville, Utah is where Knowlton 
imprisons over 120 wild-caught coyotes who are force-fed 
poison baits and used to test new traps. The ALF fire-bombed 
Knowlton’s USU research facility, resulting in its destruction 
and the rescue of 32 coyotes. Following this action, a joint 
task force of local, state, university and federal law 
enforcement officials formed to indict ALF members, leading 
to the conviction of one of the activists responsible, who is 
currently serving a 57-month sentence in federal prison. 

Undaunted, the ALF relaunched its campaign against 
the fur farm industry in 1995 when it began releasing fox 
and tens of thousands of mink from their cages on fur farms 
into the surrounding countryside. Each release gave fur farm 
prisoners freedom, but also resulted in thousands of dollars 
in damage to fur farms when they lost breeding records and 
genetic histories. 

By the summer of 1996, over 12 fur farms had been 
raided in Minnesota, Utah, Washington, Wisconsin, New 
York and Tennessee. With an estimated 15,000 mink 
released, the Fur Commission USA and Canadian Mink 


Breeders Association offered a $100,000 reward for the 
conviction of ALF activists. 

The ALF’s aim in liberating mink is two-fold. One 
objective is to inflict economic hardship on fur farms by 
decreasing profit margins and increasing operational costs. 
Additionally, pelt quality is compromised due to the loss of 
identity of prime breeding mink. Secondly, mink liberations 
allow these native animals, who are virtually genetically 
identical to their wild cousins, the opportunity to refill their 
ecological niche. Fur farms are also notorious for the 
effluence of animal waste into local water tables. In March 
1997, the ALF raided Utah Fur Breeders Co-operative, 
using pipe-bombs that caused $2 million in damages, 
destroying offices and trucks, but injuring no mink or 
people. The co-op conducts nutrition research and 
distributes feed and supplies to Utah’s fur farms, an industry 
that began 80 years ago with mink 
captured from the nearby wilderness. 

While mink and fox farm liberations 
continued across the country, an ALF cell 
fire-bombed the retail outlet Alaska Furs 
in Minnesota, causing another $1 million 
in damages. Following the May 1 997 ALF 
raid on an Oregon fur farm resulting in 
the release of 10,000 mink, the 
Department of Justice convened a grand 
jury to investigate the ALF’s actions 
against the fur and wild horses trade. The 
Animal Enterprises Protection Act (passed 
in 1992 following earlier ALF actions) 
makes such acts felonies, punishable by 
up to 1 0 years in prison and fines equal to 
triple the amount of damages. 

Despite the attempted repression by 
the federal government under pressure 
from the animal agriculture industries, 
the ALF continues to elude capture. At 
the close of 1997, it has accepted 
responsibility for raids on 45 fur farms 
in the US and Canada, resulting in 
approximately 75,000 mink and fox 
being released from their cages and 
millions of dollars in damage. According to an October 1997 
communique following the release of 5,000 mink and an 
estimated $800,000 in damages to a Illinois fur farm, the 
ALF is far from defeated: “[Fur] stores will be attacked and 
[fur] farms raided until the whole industry is destroyed and 
all the animals are free. Millions of animals are slaughtered 
each year at the hands of the fur industry... Fur farmers and 
animal murderers beware! The Animal Liberation Front visits 
you next!” Clearly, as reflected by the industry’s high reward 
for the conviction of activists and the government’s 
investigations, nothing threatens the fur farm industry in the 
US as much as the ALF, direct actions and continued pressure 
on the retail market by above-ground allies. 

Regardless of how one feels about the ALF’s disregard 
for laws that sanction animal abuse, no one in the animal 
rights movement can deny that the ALF has helped push the 
atrocities of vivisection and the fur trade into the light of 
day. Federal repression is simply the price ALF is willing to 
pay for a strategy completely free from state control. Now 
our objective is to shatter the media-generated stereotype of 
the ALF as a purely “animal rights” organization. Such an 
image hides the truth that the ALF is an autonomous 
volunteer insurgency that is as opposed to environmental 
destruction as it is to animal abuse. The ALF’s goal is to 
destroy the fur, livestock and other animal abuse industries 
responsible for the extermination of native species of plants 
and animals and their habitat as the result of direct killing, 
resource exploitation, development, aquatic pollution and 
competition from non-native animals. The objective is not 
only to stop the commercial exploitation of animals, but to 
see nature restored when possible with the animals held 
captive in fur farms, zoos, aquariums and circuses. The 
struggles of the ALF and Earth First! are too similar for us 
to remain divided; our opponents’ worst fear is that we unite. 
For all that is wild, let’s work together for liberation. 






ANIMAL LIBERATION 


Where do the practice of animal liberation and 
the philosophy of deep ecology converge? Adher- 
ents to deep ecology value the intrinsic worth of 
the natural world as practitioners of animal libera- 
tion defend the right of any and every animal to 
individual liberty. The lynx, mink and fox impris- 
oned on America’s 500-plus fur farms are denied 
freedom just as they are denied participation in a 
healthy, undisturbed ecosystem. Animal liberation 
and deep ecology are complementary visions of a 
caring and sane world. 

An animal’s liberation means the freedom to 
live as her/his ancestors have for thousands of years, 
a life that not only maintains ecological integrity, 
but also a life that provides happiness and prosper- 
ity for their families and communities. We must 
remember that 200 years ago (a nanosecond in the 
Earth’s lifetime) there were no labo- ratory rats or 
guinea pigs. There existed no mice 
implanted with human DNA, no 
purpose-bred primates or ge- 
netically altered mink and fox 
on fur farms. These animals 
are Frankensteinian cre- 
ations, victims of 
humanity’s selfish imitation 
of life — humans posing as 
the creator of life for the 
sake of economic gain, at 
a cost to animal nations 
and to our own health and 
shared environment. Ani- 
mal liberation is a resistance 
to these attitudes and prac- 
tices — deep ecology is a way 
of seeing the other beings 
with whom we share the 
earth as equals whose life 
has a purpose greater than 
any we can define. 

Animal liberationists 
do not need scientists, lin- 
guists, sociologists or 
any other academic to 


validate or convince us that animal lives are worth de- 
fending. We’ve seen the expressions in the animals close 
to us, and if you are able to open your eyes wide enough, 
you can see it in the wildlife humans allow to survive — 
in bears who have been known to meditatively gaze at 
sunsets, dolphins frolicking in the waves and the proud 
mother wolf who loves her pups and is willing to die to 
protect them. Similarly, deep ecology teaches us that in- 
tuition and emotion can lead to joy and a deeper under- 
standing of the world around us. 

Animal liberators are defenders of biodiversity, but 
in addition to protecting healthy ecosystems we choose 
to defend the rights of all animals, be they bears, apes, 
coyotes, bison, rats or mink, because we believe they 
all have a right to freely migrate between their wild 
homelands feeding on the foods that sustain them, rais- 
ing their children and perpetuating the culture scien- 
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fists call “habitual behavior.” Animal liberation ultimately 
strives to return all animals to an existence where they 
can pursue individual prosperity as well as the mainte- 
nance of ecological integrity as community members in 
the circle of life. It means destroying the economic in- 
centive to breed animals with the purpose of benefiting 
humankind without questioning the consequential physi- 
cal and psychological suffering of that existence. Animal 
liberation means we as humans do not support the indus- 
tries that condemn animals to a life of misery and de- 
prive them of a natural role in a functioning ecosystem. 

Deep ecology, with its holistic perception of nature 
and animals, is not a new idea, and the belief that nature is 
supreme and her animal children are individuals with the 
right to pursue a life free from human-caused suffering is 
older than any of the cultures to which those European 
men belonged. Many of us are familiar with the words of 
indigenous peoples such as Sealk (Chief Seattle) who re- 
spected and recognized the kinship and value of all life. 
Those perspectives among the pre-Christian human inhab- 
itants of Earth were more common than unique. 

Animal liberation is the praxis of deep ecology 
and a rebirth of these older ethics. It’s a call for com- 
passionate and spiritually alive beings to abandon our 
destructive culture and beliefs. Deep ecology 
reminds animal 

liberationists that the 
liberation of tortured 
animals is a moot 
point if they must live 
a life separated from 
nature, dependent on us 
for their existence once 
we have released them 
from their cages. 

Returning animal prison- 
ers held in fur farms, laborato- 
ries, circuses, aquariums and 
zoos to their rightful homes is 
to replace links in an ecologi- 
cal chain. We owe it to the ani- 
mal nations to work collectively to 
create peace and harmony as it once 
existed between humans and non-hu- 
mans not long ago. Nature and ani- 
mals have much to teach us all, if 
only we might listen. Along the 
path towards their preservation we 
ourselves might find liberation 
and our place in the web of life. 



UNCLE SAM'S BLOOPY HANDS 


Government agencies play a leading and es- 
pecially malignant role in the persecution of wild- 
life. Though they are public agencies, the major- 
ity of the public is denied a meaningful voice in 
policy-making. Agencies pander to industry inter- 
ests and perpetuate a cycle of atrocities whereby 
revenue generated by wild animal slaughter pays 
for more of the same. 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is 
one of many agencies that dabbles in this shady 
business. The BLM has long argued that wild 
horses overgraze public lands and compete with 
native wildlife and cattle, though wild horses con- 
stitute less than 5 percent of all grazing animals 
on public land (while cows account for over 70 
percent). Every year around 10,000 wild horses 
are rounded up by the BLM and sold through an 
“adoption program” where they end up as pets, 
rodeo broncos or are sold to slaughterhouses. 

One BLM-supplied slaughterhouse, the Cavel 
West horse rendering plant in Redmond, Oregon, 
was targeted by the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) 
on July 21, 1997. A fire destroyed the slaughter- 
house, causing $1 million in damages to one of 
the nation’s largest processors of wild horse meat 
for export to Europe and Asia. The following No- 
vember, a collaborative effort in eastern Oregon 
between the ALF and the Earth Liberation Front 
released 500 horses from BLM corrals and burned 
horse pens and chutes. 

The Department of the Interior, which over- 
sees the BLM, has failed to curb the trade of wild 


horses that was made illegal under the 1 97 1 Wild Free- 
Roaming Horses and Burro Act. Perhaps the agency 
is tied up with the vehement opposition to their slaugh- 
ter of over 1 ,100 wild bison in Montana over the past 
year — yet another concession to the cattle industry, 
which mistakenly believes that bison transmit 
brucellosis to cattle. 

The cattle industry seldom backs its demands with 
credible figures. Wildlife Services, known as Animal 
Damage Control until August 1997, is a federally 
funded program supplied free of charge to the live- 
stock and agriculture industries and results in the 
slaughter of tens of thousands of predators and other 
wildlife annually. Administered by the US Department 
of Agriculture, Wildlife Services traps, shoots, poi- 
sons, gasses, burns and maims millions of animals 
every year on public and private land. Ranchers and 
rural developers benefited from the $37 million spent 
in 1996 on killing predators, without even having to 
verify their livestock losses prior to receiving this 
welfare. During that year, Wildlife Services killed 65 1 
badger, 273 bear, 1 ,73 1 bobcat, 8 1 ,000 coyote, 6,050 
fox and 274 mountain lions. 

Wildlife Services allows unlicensed trappers to 
use such barberic weapons as M-44 devices — spring- 
loaded contraptions embedded in the ground that in- 
ject sodium cyanide into the mouths and noses of 
whatever animals pull on the meat-baited tops. The 
idea is to kill predators before they affect animals used 
for food. But Wildlife Services isn’t the only group 
responsible for wild animal butchery. 

Wildlife agencies and hunters exist for one an- 


other. Agency employees pay themselves with the 
money collected from hunting fees, and so the 6 per- 
cent of Americans who covet a twelve-point rack of 
antlers for their mantles exert an influence over these 
agencies well out of proportion to their actual num- 
bers. Habitat is managed for maximum ungulate num- 
ber, wildlife is trapped and transplanted to hunting ar- 
eas, the landscape is manipulated to artificially inflate 
hunted populations and research is done to determine 
which non-native species are hardy enough to be re- 
leased for hunting. Predators are killed so their prey 
species can be killed by hunters instead. 

The state still promotes the myth that they protect 
wild animals — yet every year in the US, 100 million 
animals are killed by hunters, including 500,000 wild- 
cats, 25,000 bears, 1 1 million rabbits, 10 million ducks, j 
1,000 mountain lions, 500,000 prairie dogs, 3 million j 
geese, 40,000 bobcats, 170,000 elk and 25 million doves. 
Ironically, we are the only species to justify hunting in j 
the name of population control. 

It’s telling that the USDA administers both Wild- 
life Services and the Forest Service. Animal and Earth £ 
liberators clearly have work to do together. The Cavel j 
West arson has heavily impacted the business of horse : 
slaughter, and should the company decide to rebuild, 
the city requires that it must remedy its flagrant pollu- 
tion problems that existed before the fire. The grue- 
some carnage of the Earth and her creatures may best 
be quelled by similar direct defense. With industries’ ; 
suffocating hold over public agencies and opportuni- 
ties for public input virtually nonexistent, few other 
avenues can produce results. 












The animal rights movement has long opposed the intensive confinement 
operations of the animal agriculture industry which raises over nine billion 
animals a year for human consumption in the US alone. We’ve heard that the 
grains fed to these animals could feed eight times as many humans as their 
flesh does. We know meat production 
depletes water resources, causes ero- 
sion and topsoil depletion and that 
livestock grazed over public lands de- 
stroys sensitive plant and animal life. 

We see that hundreds of thousands of 
native animals are killed every year to 
make way for livestock. But the fac- 
tory farming of poultry, hogs and dairy 
cattle in the 1990s is injecting torrents 
of deadly waste into the nation’s wa- 
terways and wreaking untold environ- 
mental destruction. 

The average corporate hog farm, 
housing between 15,000 and 30,000 
pigs, produces more waste than a city 
of 100,000 people. With the pork 
industry’s annual slaughter of over 90 
million pigs, each ton of pork results in 32 tons of waste. Half the coastal fish 
nurseries from Maine to Florida are contaminated with pig slaughter run-off, 
dumping phosphorous and fecal pollutants into the sea. Waste from pig farms 
breed bacteria and viruses such as avian botulism and cholera which kill thou- 
sands of migratory waterfowl annually. Still, the industry grows. 

In Utah, Smithfield Foods, the East Coast’s largest pork producer and 
three other North Carolina pork producers are currently building the world’s 
largest hog farm. When completed at the end of 1998, the operation will oc- 
cupy 50,000 acres and raise 2.5 million pigs annually. The pigs will be housed 
120,000 per bam and will produce more waste than all the human inhabitants 
in Utah. Smithfield Foods of Virginia was recently fined $12.6 million for pol- 
luting the Pagan River, feeding the Chesapeake Bay with animal and slaughter- 
house waste containing phosphorous, cyanide, oil, ammonia and fecal coliform 
bacteria. Contamination levels were so high the state’s computer program be- 
lieved it to be an error. 

Smithfield Foods is not alone in its gross environmental pollution. In 1995, 
a waste spill from a hog farm, three times the volume of the oil spilled in the 
Exxon Valdez disaster, killed 14 million fish and all aquatic life within a 17- 
mile stretch of the.Neuse River in North Carolina. In 1996, there were more 
than 40 major animal waste spills which killed hundreds of thousands of fish in 


Texas, Iowa, Minnesota and Missouri. 

Recent outbreaks in Maryland, North Carolina and Virginia of the toxic para- 
site pfiestera, which grows in the phosphorus- and nitrogen-rich manure created 
by factory farms, have ravaged rivers and coastal ecosystems, killing over a bil- 
lion fish and other aquatic life. Pfiestera can be 
attributed to the East Coast’s poultry and hog pro- 
ducers. 

While human waste and industrial discharge 
are regulated by state and federal guidelines, only a 
small percentage of factory farm operations are ever 
even inspected. One investigation in North Caro- 
lina found 87 percent of hog farms inspected were 
found to be in violation of the Clean Water Act. 
What’s more, legal restrictions on the industry are 
being increasingly circumvented by special interest 
politicking. 

In Utah, through campaign contributions and 
an intense lobbying effort, pork producers were able 
to pass the 1 994 Agriculture Protection Act which 
grants immunity from environmental regulations to 
factory farms. In Texas, Illinois and other states 
corporate livestock producers have similarly helped 
pass legislation that protect their operations from environmental laws. In Califor- 
nia, now the nation’s largest dairy state, political donations from the dairy industry 
in recent years have topped $700,000, as fewer than half of the state’s 1,600 dairy 
farms undergo inspection despite the history of agricultural pollution that has nearly 
destroyed the delicate San Juaquin Valley ecosystem. As shocking as this all sounds, 
livestock producers face minimal water quality regulations in most states, requiring 
voluntary compliance at best. 

Modern animal agriculture operations dominated by a few multinational 
agribusiness corporations have replaced small family farms with mega-farms. In 
these facilities, millions of pigs and chickens are housed in cages and pens where 
they can hardly move, never touch the Earth or see the light of day. Driven by the 
demand for a meat-centered diet by primarily affluent Americans, the animal ag- 
riculture industry has created factory farming operations that are killing our 
streams, rivers and estuaries. 

Radical environmentalists as well as animal liberationists need to address 
the issue of livestock pollution if we are to protect our aquatic environments and 
preserve the lives of wildlife killed by industrialized agriculture. The livestock 
industry will resist reform as long as possible. It is time we organize coalitions to 
protect waterways from contamination and wildlife and domesticated animals 
from the horrors of corporate farming. 




The cures for our modern ailments and illnesses will never be found 
through vivisection, the heinous practice of animal experimentation. People 
of conscience raise the question, “What gives humanity the right to subjugate 
other living beings to agonizing torture for our selfish benefit?” Nonetheless, 
vivisection prevails in laboratories all over the world. 

Pro- vivisection forces funded by the biomedical and pharmaceutical in- 
dustries argue that animal research saves lives by testing drugs for human 
safety on animals. However, the US General Accounting Office’s review of 
198 of the 209 new drugs marketed between 1976 and 1985 found that 52 
percent had “serious post-approval risks” not predicted by animal tests. Only 
six percent of all vivisection has any direct influence on human medicine 
need clinical trials on humans before conclusion. 

In 1983, the pharmaceutical company Pfizer carried out a special study to 
ste if animal experiments could correctly identify cancer-causing agents. Hu- 
man experiments were compared with data from rats and mice for all chemicals 
known to cause cancer in people. In most cases, the data from animal tests were 
inconsistent with those from human studies. 

Further doubt is cast on the efficacy of animal research because the 
species most often employed are usually chosen on non-specific grounds 
such as cost, ease of handling and laboratory tradition. Rabbits are the fa- 
vorite animal for eye-irritation studies because they are inexpensive, readily 
available, docile and have large eyes for assessing results. However, there 


are major physiological and biochemical differences which make the rabbit 
eye a bad model for the human eye. 

In one experiment, different lower primates were fed automatically only 
when they pulled a lever that administered a painful electrical shock to a fellow 
primate visible in an adjoining cage. Most preferred starvation, especially indi- 
viduals who had themselves once been the recipients of the shocks. One won- 
ders which species is really the more civilized and intelligent. The desensitiza- 
tion that accompanies animal experimentation blinds us to the most obvious 
observations and allows incredible cruelty to continue. 

It would take an encyclopedia to list all of the bizarre and barbaric experi- 
ments vivisectors have conjured up to inflict on animals behind locked labora- 
tory doors. Monkeys are addicted to crack cocaine to replicate human addicts, 
kittens’ optical nerves are cut to mimic the blind, dogs have bones broken and 
spinal cords cut to imitate human disability, rats and mice are forced to carry 
human cancers and millions of other “lab” animals are force-fed poisons and 
have caustic substances applied to their eyes and genitals. 

Vivisection is simply inaccurate and unnecessary in developing drugs and 
simulating ailments. The path to true health and the cure for our illnesses lies in 
our recovery from self-imposed amnesia and a return to a harmonious existence 
with nature. We owe it to the animal victims of vivisection to take immediate 
actions which exert economic and political pressure on vivisectors and put an end 
this barbaric practice. 
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Despite there being 
as few as 150 lynx left 
in Montana, the state 
continues to allow com- 
mercial fur trapping of 
this species. The US Fish 
and Wildlife Service ac- 
knowledges the lynx is 
endangered, yet refuses 
to offer the cat any pro- 
tection from its nem- 
eses — the logging in- 
dustry and fur trade. 
Trappers oppose protec- 
tion for the lynx under 
the Endangered Species 
Act, as it would protect 
not only the lynx but 
other furbearers who 
share its habitat. 
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Direct Action Defense Fund 
POB 57357 

Tuscon, AZ 85732-7537 
(520) 795-5171 
PETA 

501 Front St. 

Norfolk, VA 23501 
(757) 622-7382 
No Compromise 
POB 174 

Englishtown, NJ 07726 
(732) 446-6808 


Coalition to Abolish the Fur Trade 
POB 822411 
Dallas, TX 75382 

North American ALF Support 
Group 

Box 69597, 5845 Yonge St. 
Willowdale, Ontario 
M2M 4K3 Canada 
Liberation Collective 
2 NW 3rd Ave. 

Portland, OR 97209 
(503)525-49752 
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about a rat vivesector) 

•Collard, Andree with Joyce Contrucci. Rape of 
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•Mason, Jim and Peter Singer. Animal Facto- 
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AVAILABLE FROM THE DIRECT 
ACTION DEFENSE FUND 

•Western Wildlife Unit of the ALF. Memories 
of Freedom. (A step by step tour through 
Operation Bite-Back): zine. ($4) 

•Animal Liberation (1972-1986). Against All 
Odds: (Traces the growth of the ALF move- 
ment with detailed accounts of court cases 
from the campaign. Vital reading for anyone 


who wants to see an end to vivesection): 
Videos: Available from PETA 
•Breaking Barriers (horrific account of the SEMA 
research facility in Rockville, MD; including the 
liberation of four baby chimpanzees. ) Touring 
SEMA was the worst experience of my life.” — 
Dr. Jane Goodall 

•East Carolina University Dog Lab (tape re- 
leased by an ECU camera crew during a routine 
exercise. ) 

•Silver Springs Monkeys (historic case of ani- 
mal abuse and the efforts to save 17 primates.) 
•Unnecessary Fuss (a complete look into the 
labs at the Univ. of Pennsylvania as filmed by 
the vivesectors themselves.) 


“You boner hope the anti- 
trivesection people don’t 
get a hold of this film.” 

— University of 
Pennsylvania vivisector 
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The Roadless Area Rule & the Case for Zero Cut 


by Justin Time 

You forget about the losses and exaggerate the wins. 

— Jackson Browne 

Must be an election year. Clinton's New Year's 
resolution announcing a new administrative rule 
placing an 18-month moratorium on roadbuilding 
in roadless areas was clearly calculated to create a 
wave of positive media about Clinton and Gore 
being green without requiring any cutbacks in log- 
ging levels. Even before it was released, this rule was 
met with predictable cheers from the DC green 
sellouts and condemnation from big timber. The 
biggest recipient of timber industry campaign funds, 
Oregon Republican Senator Gordon Smith, shrieked, 
"This is politics from environmental extremists and 
has nothing to do with forest health or a balanced 
approach to the environment." 

The press, encouraged by the DC environmental 
corporations, trotted out “the nebulous proposal 
"to ban logging and other environmentally de- 
structive practices in millions of acres of pristine 
forests," with much fanfare. Without yet knowing 
what the proposal was, environmentalists and re- 
porters raved about it as a reversal of the US Forest 
Service's (USFS) historical emphasis on making 
federal forests accessible for logging, as a pitched 
battle for the heart and soul of the Forest Service, 
as the single most important protection for wild- 
life and habitat to come from this administration, 
and as one of the most significant changes in the 
USFS' 100-year history. 

If I didn't know better, I'd think they were talking 
about the campaign for Zero Cut. Sure, it sounds 
grand. It sounds like Reagan's election-year rhetoric 
about ending the Iran hostage crisis, or Bush's 
election-year claims to have ended the Cold War 
and then four years later to have prevented the 
nuclear armament of Saddam Hussein. 

In actuality, the interim rule is a mere moratorium 
on permanent roads in roadless areas of 5,000 
acres or greater to be in place for 18 months 
or until long-term management guidelines 
are written. The proposal is not permanent, 
does not protect roadless areas of less than 
5,000 acres, does not stop grazing, mining oi 
drilling in roadless areas, does not ban tem- 
porary roads or logging, and does not cover 
forests in the Pacific Northwest or in Alaska's 
Tongass National Forest — which is a little 
like an 1855 proposal to free three-fourths of 
all male slaves over 65 years of age, excluding 
those in Alabama and Georgia. 

Nationwide, the policy covers 34 million 
acres, nine million of which contain "com- 
mercial" timber. All 34 million acres of such 
de facto wilderness can also be identified, of 
course, as worthy of designated wilderness 
status. The moratorium will block only 97.5 
miles (65 miles in Idaho and Montana) of 
roadbuilding scheduled for this year to aid in 
logging some 50 timber sales containing seven 
percent of a scheduled 3.8 billion board foot 
"Probable Sale Quantity." Before the release 
of the rule, the Western Ancient Forest Cam- 
paign advocated it as a "significant step" through 
which 30 percent of the "national forest system 
could be protected." That, of course, is patently 
absurd because not a single one of those 50 sales will 
be permanently halted by any action Clinton is 
considering. 

As a measure of how little real impact the rule 
would have, four of the five democrats in Oregon's 
congressional delegation have asked that North- 
west roadless areas be added rather than exempted. 
Has a Northwest politician ever risked the wrath of 
the industry by proposing an action that would 
actually protect anything other than rocks and ice? 
Oregon's Democratic Governor John Kitzhaber and 
Representative Peter Defazio (D-OR) sided with big 
timber Republicans and requested that Northwest 
forests be exempted from the ban. 

This proposal will most likely compound the 


problem by not addressing the real issue — logging. 

How? Well for openers, it okays logging in roadless 
areas by allowing "temporary" logging roads in 
these areas. Remember, any road blocked by a fallen 
log after the trees are cut qualifies as a temporary 
road. Theoretically, the Forest Service obliterates 
temporary roads, but the backlog of roads awaiting 
closure is notoriously enormous. In fact, the USFS 
recently announced the "discovery" of some 60,000 
additional miles of "ghost" roads, bringing the 
inventory up to 433,000 miles — ten times the inter- 
state highway system! 

The policy would also codify the 5,000-acre limit, 
ignoring the USFS' penchant for building miles of 
road where only one was needed in order to frag- 
ment a roadless area into pieces smaller than 5,000 
acres. The national forests are littered with road 
tentacles pushed to wilderness boundaries in order 
to preclude the segmented forest from ever being 
considered for protection — a successful strategy, it 
seems. For example, in 1987, the Umpqua National 
Forest in Oregon had a total of 133,184 acres of 
unprotected roadless areas greater than 5,000 acres 
in size. Two years later, 20 percent of those roadless 
areas were no longer eligible for wilderness status 
due to fragmentation by roads and timber sales. 

During Clinton's reign, he has had two opportu- 
nities to stop similar incursion junkets by support- 
ing legislation freezing or curtailing Forest Service 
roadbuilding. Both times, the legislation failed by a 
single vote. Neither time did Clinton do a thing to 
support it. In fact, A1 Gore could have cast a tie- 
breaking vote during round two but didn't because 
he was, where else, at a fundraising dinner. 

The 5,000-acre limit is key. The Oregon Natural 
Resources Council prevailed in a roadless lawsuit 
over a mere 1,000-acre area at Marble Mountain, an 
area that could be roaded and cut under the new 
rule. At that time, the court found that a 1,000-acre 
"•adless area was worthy of protection. 

The results of the Roadless Area Evaluation of 


1979 (RARE II) are indicative of what can be ex- 
pected. After RARE II protected only 15 million of 
the 80 million acres eligible, it was harder to defend 
the remaining 65 million that were equally deserv- 
ing but which went unprotected. In essence, RARE 
II served as political cover to open "de facto" wild- 
lands for development. 

Ultimately, pursuing any strategy based on tally- 
ing roadless acres is doomed. It is just too easy for 
the Forest Service to circumvent. A forest supervisor 
can destroy roadless areas with means other than 
strategic roads. For example, Oregon's Klamath 
National Forest declared the 34,000-acre Siskiyou 
roadless area 185-acres smaller than it was in order 
to facilitate the Outside timber sale at Dillon Creek. 
In fact, in its 1995 forest plan, the Klamath "disap- 
peared" whole roadless areas and portions of roadless 
areas without disclosing any reason for doing so. At 


the stroke of a pen, thousands of acres of untouched 
wildlands thus became available for logging. We 
aren't talking about rogue district rangers here, but 
a deliberate subversion of environmental regula- 
tions by the USFS. 

Worst of all, Clinton's long-term policy could 
result in more logging, not less, if the acreage 
protected in roadless areas is "traded" for volume 
elsewhere. The political maneuvering of Oregon's 
Democrats bears this out. They have argued for 
including Northwest forests in the moratorium but 
compensating for any losses to the timber industry 
by encouraging replacement volume. One can only 
hope that they are severely reprimanded by envi- 
ronmentalists for this serious greenwashing faux 
pas. The Clinton policy simply does not include 
permanent protection for roadless areas. Basically, 
Senator Ron Wyden and other Oregon Democrats 
advocate temporary protection of area A, at the 
cost of permanent stumps for area B. And, there is 
no guarantee that area A won't be logged next year. 
Trades are the bane of the environmental move- 
ment. We win nothing through them but collabo- 
ration in our own co-optation. As the writer Rick 
Bass put it, "What kind of citizen could stand in a 
roadless area and be soothed by the seemingly 
endless sweep of forested blue ridges and yet know 
that this forest's protection had been bought by 
the continued liquidation of the Tongass and the 
Pacific Northwest?" 

How did this diversion come about? In looking 
for a way to paint the Gore 2000 campaign green, 
the big greens decided to focus on road issues, 
certainly not on Zero Cut, grazing or the continued 
liquidation of ancient forests. The Clinton admin- 
istration coyly hinted that it was Gore who pushed 
for the policy. Reformist groups like WAFC then 
whipped some regional groups into a frenzy. The 
media followed suit, claiming in editorials like the 
one in the Arizona Daily Star that this could be "an 
epochal suspension of road building in national 
forests — and it is a superb idea." And in the end, 
the forests are unprotected; the environmentalists 
sound like knit-pickers; and Gore smells like roses. 
Does anyone else see a pattern here? Call me 
prophetic, but don't be surprised when the very 
same sellout, mainstream groups sign onto the 
Gore campaign and push it as the lesser of two evils 
two years from now. 

Environmentalists can't have it both ways, trick- 
ing themselves into thinking that this policy might 
permanently protect even a single acre of public 
lands while reassuring the media out of the other 
side of their mouths that the policy won't hurt the 
timber industry. The environmental group Head- 
waters in southern Oregon claims that, "The steep 
and unstable slopes common to roadless areas are 
very expensive to build roads on and contain a 
relatively low amount of forests suitable for log- 
ging. " Others predicted reassuringly before the policy 
was released that it would have a "minimal impact... 
on logging levels." If it doesn't hurt the industry 
and it doesn't impact logging levels, damn it, it's 
not good enough. 

There really is a way that we can reverse the 
USFS' historical emphasis on making federal for- 
ests accessible for logging but not with Clinton's 
administrative rule. I eagerly await the day when 
environmentalists get as worked up about Zero 
Cut as about a farce perpetuated for the political 
advancement of the same administration that 
brought us the Salvage Rider. There is a 30-day 
comment period on the long-term management 
guidelines which WAFC is already urging envi- 
ronmentalists to utilize to reform the roadless 
area plan. I also suggest that you write in com- 
ments, but make them short and simple — Zero 
Cut on public lands! And next time someone tells 
you it's national roadless area call-in day (there's 
already been three), tell them that everyday is 
Zero Cut day! 

Address your one-liner to Chief Michael 
Dombeck, USFS, Washington, DC 20250; (202) 
205-1661; fax 205-1765. 



February-March 1998 Earth First! Page 21 




f * , 


Misguided Judge Deports Yellowstone Wolves 

Wolves Refuse to Leave 


by Rob Edward, Sinapu 

It has been a hard year for the 
beleaguered megafauna of the North- 
ern Rockies. Last winter, ranchers 
and government officials slaughtered 
over half of Yellowstone's buffalo 
herd, pushing it closer to disappear- 
ance. As if the war on the bison were 
not enough, in December 1997 a 
federal judge ordered that all of the 
wolves reintroduced into 
Yellowstone and central Idaho be 
removed. The judge's decision played 
right into the hands of ranchers, 


raising deep concerns about the fu- 
ture of the great predators of the 
Northern Rockies. Further, the law- 
suit behind this bizarre ruling speaks 
volumes about the vulnerabilities of 
the Endangered Species Act — and the 
dangers of political compromise. 

During the development of the 
Northern Rockies Wolf Recovery Plan 
to reintroduce wolves in the 1980s, 
some environmentalists worried that 
rural distaste for the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act (ESA) would derail the whole 
program. The ESA is seen by rural folk 
as the mighty hammer of liberal ur- 
banites seeking to destroy the institu- 
tion of private property. Conse- 
quently, the organizations hatched 
an idea to allay such fears. 

To sell the reintroduction plan, the 
government classified the transplanted 
wolves as "experimental/non-essen- 
tial," rather than "endangered." This 
change in status precluded any habitat 
protections (keeping the timber com- 
panies happy) and allowed ranchers to 
shoot wolves caught in the act of kill- 
ing livestock — no questions asked. A 
win-win compromise, or so it seemed. 

Meanwhile, in other quarters of the 
conservation movement, consterna- 
tion was brewing. Some folks believed 
the compromise set a dangerous pre- 
cedent, stripping pre-existing wolves 
in Idaho of their rightful legal status 
under the ESA and precluding desig- 
nation of critical habitat for wolves 
(thus requiring the US Forest Service 
to consider the impact of roads, RVs 
and timber sales on wolves). 

Early in 1995, the Sierra Club Legal 
Defense Fund (now called Earth Jus- 
tice Legal Defense Fund) filed suit 
against the government on behalf of 
the National Audubon Society, Preda- 
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tor Project, Sinapu and the Gray Wolf 
Committee. The suit sought to pre- 
serve the endangered status of the 
naturally recolonizing wolves and 
did not involve the Yellowstone re- 
introduction. 

On the other side of the barbed- 
wire, the Mountain States Legal Foun- 
dation and the Farm Bureau Federa- 
tion filed suit on behalf of ranchers 
seeking to halt the reintroduction. 
Ironically, their suit also challenged 
the use of the experimental/non-es- 
sential rule allowing reintroduction, 
although they broadened the scope 


of their case to include the 
Yellowstone program. This opened 
the doors for the Justice Department 
to combine the Farm Bureau case with 
the one filed by conservationists. 
While the decision to merge the two 
cases made the judge's job easier, it 
bode poorly for the Idaho wolves. 

In the first days of the reintroduc- 
tion, the Farm Bureau's lawyer moved 
to enjoin the wolf release. Earth Jus- 
tice lawyer Doug Honnold urged 
Judge Downes to let the program 
move forward, "Even though we were 
suing the government over the pro- 
gram, our intent was not to stop 
wolves from being released, " Honnold 
reflected. In contrast, the Farm 
Bureau's lawyers worked feverishly 
to prevent the release, right up until 
the transplanted wolves were let loose. 
Though Judge Downes refused the 
motion for an injunction, legal wran- 
gling delayed the release so long that 
the health of the wolves was placed 
in serious jeopardy. 

Both sides expected a decision on 
the full case within a relatively short 
period of time. Months of waiting, 
however, turned into years. 

Finally, in December 1997, Judge 
Downes unveiled a 50-page decision — 
in favor of both sets of plaintiffs. He 
agreed that the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) had illegally applied 
the experimental/non-essential rule. 
The ruling itself was cause for cel- 
ebration, underscoring the fact that 
the Endangered Species Act must not 
be subverted for the sake of political 
expediency. However, Judge Downes 
threw a curveball, ordering that all of 
the reintroduced wolves and their 
progeny be captured and shipped back 
to Canada. 


Few legal experts understand Judge 
Downes' removal order. No legal pre- 
cedent exists for such a decision. The 
remedy the conservationists sought 
was an order forcing the USFWS to 
revise its recovery plans to ensure 
that the naturally recolonizing wolves 
of Idaho be treated as endangered. 
That could have meant devising some 
complicated scheme to monitor the 
location of both the transplants and 
the natives, declaring wolves of both 
groups in the areas of overlap as en- 
dangered or declaring the entire cen- 
tral Idaho population as endangered. 


Honnold plans to ask the court to 
strike Judge Downes' removal order 
and instead order the USFWS to re- 
vise the recovery plan to protect the 
wolves of central Idaho. As for the 
wolves of Yellowstone, Honnold ar- 
gues that, "The Farm Bureau and Judge 
Downes got it wrong. The purpose of 
the Endangered Species Act is to pro- 
tect and restore species. Using the Act 
as a tool to destroy these wolves would 
make a mockery of that noble goal." 

This case will likely have implica- 
tions for the impending revision of 
the Endangered Species Act. Tom 
Skeele points to the crux of the case, 
"The use of the experimental/non- 
essential designation is slowly but 
surely becoming the rule, rather than 
a rare exception." 

Although the ruling stirred up a lot 
of talk in the boardrooms and 
coffeeshops, the wolves face another 
romping winter in the Northern 
Rockies, unaware of the turmoil. For- 
tunately, this year no helicopters will 
be descending upon the wolves of 
Yellowstone and Idaho, and if the 
conservationists' appeal is upheld: 
they won't ever. 

For more information on this issue, 
contact Predator Project at POB 6733, 
Bozeman, MT 59771; (406)587-3389; 
e-mail: predproj@avicom.net; http:// 
www.wildrockies.org/predproj or 
Sinapu at POB 3243, Boulder, CO 
80307; (303) 447-8655; e-mail: 
sinapu@sinapu.org; http://www. 
sinapu.org. 

Rob Edward is the acting executive 
director of Sinapu, a group dedicated to 
the recovery of wolves in the Wild. Rockies 
and to the restoration of the wild habitat 
in which all species flourish. 


Snowmobilers 
Run Down Wolves 

In December, for the second time in 
less than nine months, a wolf was 
brutally maimed and left to die by 
snowmobilers in northeastern Minne- 
sota on December 13, 1997. Violent 
attacks on wolves and other wildlife 
seem to be on the rise in the area as 
frustrated snowmobilers struggle for 
increased access into Voyageurs Na- 
tional Park. 

State and federal game wardens are 
looking for the two snowmobilers who 
ran down and maimed an Eastern tim- 
ber wolf on the slippery ice of Birch 
Lake, near the town of Babbitt. The 
severely injured, nine-month-old pup 
was discovered, alive but unable to 
walk, by other snowmobilers soon af- 
ter the incident. Ken Schleuter, con- 
servation officer for the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources, was 
called to the scene and shot the wolf 
when it was clear it would not survive. 

"From their tracks it looked like the 
snowmobilers hit him once but that he 
hobbled away. Then they circled back 
and hit him again. It was obvious they 
were trying to get him," Schleuter said. 
"From where they left him, he crawled 
about another 200 yards. But both his 
legs were all broken up in several 
places... They hit him in the head, too. 
The worst part is they didn't kill it. " 
Researcher L. David Merch of the US 
| Geological Survey verified the wolf 
| was part of the nearby eight-member 
| Perch Lake pack. "If they were chasing 
the pack on the lake, the first ones to 
fall behind would have been the pups, " 
Merch said. 

A similar incident happened last year, 
also near Babbitt, when a wolf was 
killed by snowmobilers on a trail. State 
and federal officials are investigating 
the recent attack, yet haven't found 
any hard evidence that might direct 
them to a specific snowmobiler so far. 

Conservationists and wildlife biolo- 
gists are concerned about the failure of 
federal land and wildlife managers to 
protect wildlife and their habitat from 
the impacts of increasingly powerful 
snowmobiles and off-road vehicles on 
national forests, parks and public lands 
throughout the nation. In Montana, 
moose, mountain goats, mountain li- 
ons and coyotes are reportedly chased 
for "sport" by powerful snowmobiles 
in deep snow. Wolverine will vacate 
areas frequented by high-horsepower 
snowmobiles that run into remote 
roadless mountains and wilderness ar- 
eas. The National Park Service is clos- 
ing some areas of Voyagers NP to 
snowmobiling, skiing and other hu- 
man activities to protect timber wolves 
and other wildlife. 

Killing a wolf is a federal crime pun- 
ishable by a $10,000 fine or more. The 
US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), 
and Minnesota's Turn In Poachers pro- 
gram are offering an award of $ 7, 250 for 
anyone who can provide information 
on the attack that leads to the arrest and 
conviction of the culprits. To provide 
information and demand restrictions 
on snowmobiles in sensitive wildlife 
areas, call Ken Schlueter at (218) 827- 
2259, Turn In Poachers at (800) 652- 
9093 or federal agent Dave Duncan at 
(218) 720-5357. The USFWS is also of- 
fering a $2,500 reward for information 
on the recent shooting of a wolf in 
Marshall County in northwestern Min- 
nesota during the firearms deer season. 



Natural curiosity in a full and healthy ecosystem 




Hog Farmers, Politicians and Other Swine 


by Sid Bridges 

The town of Guyman in the Okla- 
homa panhandle is surrounded by in- 
dustrial hog factories owned by the 
Seaboard Corporation. Spanish and 
British multinational hog farmers have 
"discovered" the Oklahoma pan- 
handle, and soon the tiny hamlet of 
Keyes will also have a 
400,000-hog farm. South of 
my home in Enid, along the 
Cimarron River, hog farms 
are hidden among the sand 
dunes. Abundant water 
right below the ground at- 
tracts the hog farmers. 

Pipes from hog sheds pour 
black, tarry pig shit into huge 
lagoons. The lagoons are 
lined with plastic, but all 
plastic liners leak eventually : 

Sinister, windowless build- 
ings stand behind multiple 
strands of electric wire posted 
with "no trespassing" signs. 

Inside, brood hogs live out 
their lives on raised floors 
with gaps to allow waste to 
drip to the concrete below. 

When they die, their car- 
casses are dumped in piles to 
rot in the sun. 

During an unannounced inspection 
of 44 of Seaboard's farms, the Okla- 
homa state Department of Agriculture 
found hog carcasses that had been 
improperly disposed of on 38 of the 44 
farms. Dan Parrish, director of the 
water quality division of the Agricul- 
ture Department, told of the horrible 
stench created by the bloated, rotting 
hogs spilling out of containers. 

Protesting proposed fines totaling 
$157,500, Seaboard's attorney Terry 
Tippens denied that Seaboard violated 
the Department of Agriculture's rules. 
Tippens pleaded for understanding; 
Seaboard's task of disposing of 35,000 
hog carcasses a month presents diffi- 
culties for them — a monumental task 
indeed. "There is no way you can do 
that without it being a grotesque, un- 
sightly business," said Tippens. 

Thirty-five thousand a month? 
What the hell is going on inside those 
windowless sheds to kill 35,000 hogs 
a month? The total number of hogs at 
Seaboard's farms fluctuates greatly, 
but there are somewhere between 
500,000 and 800,000 at a time. Using 
the high estimate, that's over half of 
the farm's population dying every 
year — 420,000 hogs. 

"Church Officials Raise Stink About 
Hog Farm," the headlines read in the 
Daily Oklahoman. "State House to Con- 
duct Watershed Study: Pollution Con- 
cerns Linked to Corporate Farming," 
read another. In a case of something 
larger than chickens coming home to 
roost, state and church officials have 
recently discovered what isolated ru- 
ral residents have known for some 
time: Pig shit stinks and contaminates 
water supplies. 

Officials for the United Methodist 
Church became concerned when Land 
o' Lakes Corporation applied for 20 
hog farm permits in Caddo, Oklahoma. 
One application was for a farm within 
two miles of a Methodist church camp 
in Red Rock Canyon State Park. Twelve 
hundred Methodists, predominately 
youths, vi?it the camp each year. 


Last year the state Wildlife Depart- 
ment released a study showing that 
nitrate levels were excessively high in 
the Canton Lake watershed, where 
Oklahoma City gets its drinking wa- 
ter. Both nitrates and phosphates are 
found in pig manure. When the House 
of Representatives ordered a water- 
shed study of the area, the hog farm 


operators were ready for them. Pig 
Improvement Company, a multina- 
tional corporation based in England, 
maintains that it tested the soil prior 
to the start of operations and found 
that excessively high levels of nitrates 
preexisted. When Pig Improvement 
started its operations, virtually no state 
rules regulated hog farms. No tests or 
environmental impact studies were 
conducted, so the state has no data to 
refute the claim. 

The legislature is finally taking ac- 
tion, not out of undue environmen- 
tal concern, but because of Okla- 
homa City's drinking water. Sport 
fishing and waterfowl hunting are 
also popular in the area, and the 
evidence indicates that wetlands are 
becoming contaminated. Rural resi- 
dents in western Oklahoma living in 
sparsely populated areas could not 
get a hearing about their odor com- 
plaints or their springs and wells 
that went dry when the hog farms 
sucked up the aquifer. Companies 
installed facilities virtually next to 
the yards of neighboring houses. 

Not all of the swine are confined to 
the farms; some can be found in the 
state house and the governor's man- 
sion. The Tulsa World reported that 
the Oklahoma Pork Council gave 
contributions to 25 lawmakers last 
year. Three of those recipients have 
been named to a special task force to 
craft bills dealing with animal waste 
and water quality. Environmental 
threats from the pig and chicken 
industries are being discussed now 
in the state legislature. 

Farmers, corporate executives and a 
plethora of political action commit- 
tees have made donations to Gover- 
nor Keating, Speaker Loyd Benson and 
Agriculture Chairman Paul Muegge, 
among others. Keating's campaign re- 
ceived $2,000 from Mike Simmons, 
head of Simmons Food, which con- 
tracts with independent poultry grow- 
ers in Arkansas and eastern Oklahoma. 
Senate Pro Tern Stratton Taylor re- 


ceived $1,000 from a lobbyist for the 
pork council and Seaboard Corpora- 
tion. House Speaker Loyd Benson had 
a "holiday bash" political fundraiser 
in December that listed Tyson Foods 
as one of the hosts. Yes, the same 
Tyson Foods that was fined for bribing 
Agriculture Secretary Mike Espy. 
Benson denied that he would be 
swayed in any way in consideration of 
poultry legislation in the coming ses- 
sion. "Absolutely not," he chirped, 
"We take money from everyone." 

As a result of public outcry against the 
industry, some weak regulations have 
been put into place. No large pig farm 
can be situated within a half mile of a 
residence in the eastern half of the state 
and three-quarters of a mile in the west- 
ern half. Plastic liners for lagoons are 
now mandatory, and the groundwater 
around lagoons is routinely checked for 
contamination. The new regulations 
went into effect in September 1997, and 

1 120 applications were rushed in just 

8 before in order to avoid meeting even 

| these minimal requirements. 

5 , A move is also underway to estab- 

■f lish a moratorium on any new hog 

2 farms until such time that studies 
regarding adverse environmental 
impacts can be completed. This has 
created another surge of applications 
out of the fear that a moratorium will 
occur. Seaboard Corporation has 
threatened to move its operation to 
Argentina if more regulations or a 
moratorium are legislated. 

How did Oklahoma become a Mecca 
for the hog industry? Two trends con- 
verged to result in the current situa- 
tion. European countries passed strong 
environmental laws regarding pork 
operations. Odor and groundwater 
contamination were chief concerns. 
Also, the Europeans have less toler- 
ance for cruelty to animals than we 
apparently do. Here, pigs are crowded 
into sheds so tightly that they cannot 
lie down. Crowding causes them to 
chew off the ears and tails of other 
hogs. The Europeans would not stand 
for that, so the multinationals headed 
for this country where the regula- 
tions are more lax. 

The other factor was the oil bust and 
farm crisis of the 1980s in Oklahoma. 
One of our more dim-witted and 
greedy governors decided that to get 
Oklahoma's economy going again, we 
should invite the pork boys in. The 
Department of Commerce ran ads’ in 
publications inviting companies to 
move here, touting our lack of envi- 
ronmental regulations as a major sell- 
ing point. 

Oklahoma once had a long history of 
laws banning corporate farming in the 
state. In 1991, these laws were altered, 
allowing corporate feed lots to move 
in. Smarting from public criticism, some 
politicians maintain that the deregula- 
tion only allowed corporations to con- 
tract with small farmers and that they 
did not intend to create a climate con- 
ducive to massive corporate operations. 
They blame slick corporate lawyers for 
circumventing the intent of the law. 

Nonetheless, the industry has taken 
hold in the state. A spokesman for the 
Oklahoma Pork Producers predicted 
that "five years from now hog farms 
will be accepted. It will be like Wal- 
Marts coming to these communities." 
God help us if he's right! 



Confined in a small stall 24 hours a day awaiting slaughter 
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Sea Turtles Sick 

Green sea, loggerhead and olive 
ridley turtles are dying from a myste- 
rious. fast-moving disease. The dis- 
ease produces non -cancerous tumors,, 
gnu lfiiiii gif v\lm hulhou- tis- 
sues, that kill by smothering. Sea 
turtles with the disease are suddenly 
showing up all over the world, and 

while there are still turtles to save. 

The eyes and nose of the turtles 
with the tumors become covered. 
The lungs and heart are constricted 
by internal tumors. Few turtles with 
the tumors survive unless thegrowths 
art surgically removed. 

Researchers believe something is 
causing the turtles' immune systems 
to weaken, but they don't know what. 

I he prevalence of tumors in turtles 
found near shore areas suggests a link 
to runoff from fertilizers or farm waste. 
Some mrtle populations have an in- 
fection rate as high as 90 percent. 

It is not known how many turtles 

are infected with the disease or even 
how raa ny turtles are still alive. Green 
sea turtles can reach the size of a car's 

roof. They can grow to more than 500 

pounds and live to be 100 years old. 

Parks Ban Cars 

On November 25, 1997, the Na- 

tional Park Service announced a pi- 
lot project to limit cars in Grand 
Canyon and Zion National Parks. 

The plan requires visitors to park 

t h ei r cars outside the parks and en t or 

the parks u sing shuttlebuses or light- 
rail. The two parks receive 7.5-mlI- 
lion visitors a year. On a busy day in 
Grand Canyon, 6,500 vehicles com- 
pete foT 2,000 parking spots. The 40- 
year-old road system was built to 

accommodate one-fifth or the cur- 

rent traffic. A similar mass-transit 
alternative for the 4.1 -million an- 
nual visitors to Yosemite National 
Park is open to public comment this 
winter. That car ban would remove 
2,300 parking spaces and restore 1 47 
acres to their natural condition 

Mayor Bans Birth Control 

The mayor of a southern Brazilian 
aty banned contraceptives in Novem- 
ber in what he said was a novel way to 
raise ta x money. Mayor Elcio Berti said 
he hoped to increase the population 
of Bocaiuva do Sul, 400 miles south- 
west of Rio de Janeiro, by banning the 
sale of condoms and birth control 
pills. The level of state and federal 
funding guaranteed to' ? cities is based 
on population, which Herd said has 
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Moms wrrh Sticks TaUe on tIie MexIcan ARMy 


ZApATisTAs: 

continued from front page 
A few of the women went into the woods by the 
side of the road with machetes and cut branches off 
trees to arm the others. The children collected little 
piles of rocks. Chris and I volunteered to go up the 
road a bit to be lookouts. 

As we walked in the increasing darkness, I won- 
dered if I really wanted to be the first to encounter 
the military. A young boy and his even younger 
brother came running up to us. 

“Tienes miedo?" (Are you afraid?), the boy asked. 
"No!," Chris said as emphatically as he could 
muster. "Are you afraid?" 

"No!," he echoed, looking as brave as a four-year 
old can. 

We waited there as the sky grew black and the 
view of the 60 women waiting behind us faded into 
darkness. Eventually a man came to tell us 
the army had turned around and we could 
go back to the village. 

This morning, the same call had come. 

We marched down the road and reviewed 
what we, as Peace Campers, were supposed 
to do. We were not to become involved in 
the confrontation in any way. We are wit- 
nesses, photographers and an international 
presence to deter the military from vio- 
lence. Our job is to just be there. 

It seemed another false alarm. The people 
from the village soon went back to their 
chores, and I stayed at the lookout spot with 
several Peace Campers and children. I lay 
down in the rubble, pulled my cap over my 
eyes and dozed off to sleep. 

"The army's here!" I sat up and looked 
around. Was it true? Indeed, up the road 
there was a line of military trucks filled with 
soldiers. 1 jumped to my feet, and two kids 
ran toward the village, yelling at the top of 
their lungs. I turned back toward the mili- 
tary convoy and saw that they had stopped. 

A man from the front vehicle was checking 
us out through binoculars. 

Out of thin air, the women appeared. I can think of 
no better way to describe them than as Angry Moms. 
If you've ever seen a mother react to the unjust 
treatment of her child, multiply that by 100. Amother's 
rage is incomparable. They came up the road wielding 
sticks and clubs and shouting with a ferocity that I was 
completely unprepared for. A crowd of children were 
at their feet, carrying sticks and rocks. 

"Killers! Assassins!" 

"Sons of whores! We don't need your army here!" 
"Go back to your barracks! Morelia is not your 
barracks!" 

As they arrived at the crest of the hill where we 
waited, they came to a stop and waited for the others 
to catch up. I looked toward the army and saw, to 
my surprise, that they were turning their trucks 
around and starting to drive off! When the women 
saw this they surged forward and charged ahead. 

All I could do was stay with them. My mind told 
me it was probably not the safest idea to go running 
after the military with sticks and rocks, but my pale 
face might deter the soldiers from opening fire. 

As we came upon the trucks the shouting grew 
louder, and rocks began to fly. The soldiers in the 
tail of the convoy had to shield themselves as rocks 
bounced off their helmets. 

"This is it," I thought. "One of those soldiers is 
gonna start mowing people down with his AK-47." As 
I ran, I scanned the sides of the road, thinking about 
where I could dive if anybody started shooting. 

I had assumed that the women and children were 
going to run up to the trucks, let the soldiers know 
they weren't afraid and then let the trucks go. But 
they kept on running after the convoy in the cloud 
of dust kicked up by the trucks. 

"Stay with us, campamentista!," one of the women 
yelled to me. "We need you to stay with us!" I looked 
at these women, 4'5" tall, with babies on their 
backs, little plastic shoes on their feet and sticks in 
their hands and said to myself, "If I can't stay up 
with them, I'm a sad excuse..." 

After about two kilometers, the convoy came to a 
stop again. The women yelled for everyone to catch 


up and then surged upon the army like a flood. The 
children launched rocks, many bigger than a base- 
ball, with amazing accuracy, and the women beat 
against the trucks with their sticks. 

"You should be ashamed of yourself, " one woman 
yelled at a timid looking soldier. "Your army killed 
my brother! How can you kill your own people?" 
Soon there were about 100 people yelling and scream- 
ing at about 100 soldiers. 

Several high-official looking men climbed out of the 
trucks and came toward the Peace Campers. I stood off 
to the side while Chris frantically snapped photos. 

A man stepped toward us. He looked straight out 
of a Tommy Lee Jones movie with mirrored sun- 
glasses, a big mustache, a baseball hat and a coat 
that said Narcotico. He called over to Chris, "Where 
are you from?" 


"The United States," Chris called back. 

"Let me see your papers." 

"Are you Migra?" (Migra are the immigration po- 
lice whose main duty is to kick pesky international 
solidarity activists out of the country so the military 
can go about its business of terrorizing the indig- 
enous population.) 

"Yes." 

"Let me see," Chris challenged him. The man 
pulled out a badge from his pocket and flashed it 
quickly, but not quickly enough. 

"You're not Migra," said Chris. The man smiled, 
put his badge away, got back in his truck with the 
others and pulled away again. 

"Maybe this time they'll let them go," I thought to 
myself. But no such luck. The villagers ran after the 
trucks, continuing to hurl insults and rocks. Another 
kilometer further, the military trucks stopped again, 
and the familiar scene ensued. By now, the men from 
Morelia had decided it was safe and had joined us. 

I looked over and saw Chris beside one of the 
trucks taking a close-up photo of one of the soldiers. 
They exchanged some words. Later I asked Chris 
what he had said. 

"I pointed at his gun and said, 'That's your gringo 
aid,' and then I pointed to my camera and said, 'And 
this is their gringo aid.'" 

I sat down with the other Peace Campers by the 
side of the road and waited to see what would 
happen. The Narcotico guy came over to us and said, 
"This is your fault! You foreigners are putting these 
crazy ideas in the Indians' heads." 

Foreigners in the EZLN villages have created a 
major impediment to the military's control of the 
indigenous population. Dead foreigners are very 
bad press. 

Finally, the men climbed back into their trucks, 
and the army drove off in a cloud of dust. This time 
the people from Morelia did not follow. They clapped 
and yelled a few final insults, and then we all turned 
to walk back to town. A woman came up beside me 
and said, "So now you've gotten a taste of what life 
is like for us in the EZLN. We live in constant tension 
and fear of the military when all we ask for is the 


right to be treated with dignity." 

"Thank you for being here with us today," a 
man said. 

The victory of having chased off the military was 
colored by a sense of foreboding. "The military will 
be back," I thought to myself. 

What I saw that day showed me clearly that the 
EZLN struggle is a struggle of life or death for the 
indigenous Maya. Those women don't fear death; 
they fear that their children and their children's 
children will have to live in the same poverty and 
cruel social conditions that they have. 

Additional Information; 

Against the history of dual exploitation of people 
and the land, the Zapatistas rose in rebellion on 
the day the North American Free Trade Agree- 
ment (NAFTA) was implemented. By calling for 
the elimination of communally held land and 
opening the land in Chiapas and throughout 
Mexico to exploitation by multinational corpora- 
tions, NAFTA signed a death sentence against the 
autonomy and cultural identity of the indigenous 
people of Mexico. 

Evidence has shown that the military response to 
the Zapatista rebellion is based as much on econom- 
ics as politics. International Paper wants rights to 
the trees in the Lacandon jungle, and Hydro Quebec 
wants the natural gas (see EF!J Eostar, 1997). This 
compels environmentalists to develop an analysis 
of the war of neoliberalism and NAFTA against the 
indigenous peoples, ancient forests and wild areas 
of the Earth. 

The attempt by the Mexican Army to enter Morelia 
| on January 8 is part of an intensifying campaign of 
g military harassment of Zapatista communities that 
1 began in January. On December 22, members of a 
| paramilitary group, backed by the ruling party, 

| killed 45 people in Acteal village. In a characteristic 
response, President Zedillo appeared on national 
television appealing to the Zapatistas to return to 
the peace talks. Then he sent 5,000 additional 
troops to the war zone. 

The army has entered many Zapatista communi- 
ties in blatant violation of the peace process. These 
actions seem designed to provoke a military re- 
sponse from the Zapatistas and to serve as a pretext 
for even more aggressive military action. 

International human rights observers are also 
being targeted by these actions. On January 7, the 
army entered the community of La Union and 
attempted to take two human rights observers into 
custody. They were prevented from doing so when 
community members came out with sticks, stones 
and machetes and expressed their determination to 
fight to keep the observers in their community. 

The presence of an officer wearing a Narcotico 
jacket in Morelia signifies that the government 
wants to define its actions against the Zapatistas as 
anti -narcotics actions. Since much of the new weap- 
onry, vehicles and other equipment used in these 
actions is from the US and may have been provided 
exclusively for use in "antidrug operations," the 
presence of Mexican narcotics agents serves propa- 
ganda purposes. In addition to demanding an end 
to all US military assistance to Mexico, activists in 
the US should demand an investigation into the use 
of equipment for antidrug operations against the 
Zapatistas. Please send communications expressing 
concern at the growing climate of violence in Chia- 
pas, the impunity enjoyed by paramilitary groups, 
and the recent troop movements into civilian com- 
munities in the conflict zone. 

Out of fear of further violence, 8,000 people fled 
Acteal and the adjoining communities. Even those 
taken in by nearby communities live with little food 
and inadequate shelter. There is a great need for 
emergency medical assistance. 

For more information and to send donations, 
contact the National Commission for Democracy in 
Mexico, 2001 Montana, Suite B, El Paso, TX 79903; 
(213) 254-9550. 

Send your communications to Dr. Ernesto Zedillo 
Ponce de Leon, Presidente de la Republica, Palacio 
Nacional, 06067, Mexico, D.F., Mexico; fax (+52 5) 
515 17 94/542 1648. 



Retreat! 
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Mousing with Public Lands 


continued from frontpage 

the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), the Na- 
tional Park Service and four other federal land- 
management agencies. That agreement defined a 
working partnership between Disney and the fed- 
eral and state governments: "focus areas will in- 
clude joint environmental education/interpretation 
efforts." But Mickey Mouse knows no more about 
ecosystem management or biodiversity than Smokey 
Bear knows about the benefits of fire. This partner- 
ship has major implications regarding the type of 
self-serving, mind-altering, 
corporate propaganda that 
Disney will be forcing 
upon future public 
lands visitors. They do 
it at Disney World, and 
they will soon be doing it in 


roads are destinations unto themselves.” And for 
applicants wishing to nominate a road to receive this 
great distinction, "describe how lodging and dining 
facilities, roadside rest areas and other tourist necessi- 
ties are in place or planned for the number of visitors 
persuaded to visit by the byway's designation as an All- 
American Road." The purpose of designating a road as 
a scenic byway is to give people an excuse to bum gas 
and a chance to spend money along the way. 

8) New and imaginative methods of doing business 
should be actively sought. Federal land managers are 
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the real world as well. By 
then, we will hardly be able 
to tell the difference. 

3) The cost of public lands 
recreation must be increased, 
to the point that privately 
provided recreation can 
compete. Raising prices is 
touted as the solution to the 
overcrowding now caused by 
tourism. The theory is that 
private recreation providers 
will be able to absorb in- 
creased customer demand so 
long as there is little or no 
cost differential compared to 
the public alternative. Many 
of ARC'S members, such as 
Kampgrounds of America 
(KOA), are providers of pri- 
vate recreation alternatives. 

4) Federal recreation dol- 
lars will be preferentially 
spent on facilities located 
near urban population cen- 
ters. It takes lots of paying 
customers to run a profit- 
able recreation business. Ur- 
banites tend to have greater disposable incomes and 
are generally quite willing to "purchase" recreation. 
Unprofitable federal facilities will be closed or al- 
lowed to fall into disrepair. Opportunities for unde- 
veloped recreation do not figure in this equation. 

5) "Under-utilized" recreational resources should be 
developed to facilitate increased usage. The' Depart- 
ment of Interior's website includes an article written 
by an ARC member corporation that speaks of a 
terrifically overused motorboat lake near Boise, Idaho, 
and explains how this crowding problem could be 
solved by developing new marina facilities and paved 
access to the absolutely "pristine" Owyhee Reservoir 
in nearby (yet remote) eastern Oregon. The wanton 
sacrifice of such a magnificent lake is unconscionable. 

6) Partnerships with private corporations shall be 
encouraged. In a document entitled "Recreation 2000 
Update" the BLM states: "the federal government is 
taking a completely new look at the way we do 
business. In the past, we relied heavily on congres- 
sional appropriations as the traditional means for 
supporting recreation management efforts. We must 
now continue to look outward instead of upward for 
new sources of funding. In the future, we will strive 
to develop partnerships that assemble a wider range 
of potential partners who can share resources to help 
manage defined landscape units. " On the last page of 
this document it is revealed that the American Recre- 
ation Coalition and four ARC member corporations 
helped develop this recreation/management agenda. 

7) "Scenic byways" and "all-American roads" will be 
designated and actively promoted. ARC members 
Chevron, Exxon and the American Petroleum Insti- 
tute, have been promoting "driving for pleasure," as 
one of the centerpieces of their motorization agenda. 
ARC'S membership also includes a half dozen RV 
manufacturers, a similar number of RV campground 
associations and a whole host of firms now providing 
wayside attractions and services. According to the US 
Department of Transportation, "All-American roads 
are the crane de la crane of all scenic byways. These 
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quickly learning how to become successful 
businesspeople. In fact, ARC'S Recreation Roundtable 
has created a special 12-week private/public training 
program designed exclusively for high-ranking public 
employees. This program, called Partners Outdoors, is 
advertised as follows: "Participating corporations will 
benefit by opening lines of communication with 
government, and by learning different ways of doing 
business. Federal managers assigned to corporate po- 
sitions will provide insights into government proce- 
dures and practices." Does this program benefit the 
American people, or is it just plain collusion? 

9) Land swaps should be a preferred mechanism for 
acquiring desired lands. They are one of the creative 
financing methods now being used and abused by 
federal land managers. Each year hundreds of land 
swaps occur whereby public lands are traded for 
other properties of supposedly equal value. This 
process is favored by private ski area operators seek- 
ing to acquire publicly owned mountains. 

10) Wherever practical or feasible, the manage- 
ment of recreation resources will be turned over to 
private concessionaires. All around the country, 
recreation facilities are being put up for grabs. In 
central Oregon, for example, the USFS recently sent 
out a prospectus offering concessions for seven 
public facilities. One local recreation planner re- 
cently stated, "I think we're at the point where we're 
going to have to either get concessionaires, or we're 
going to have to close campgrounds." 

Whether we like it or not, federal land managers 
are operating under an entirely new set of prin- 
ciples. And while they may continue to pay lip 
service to the idea of biodiversity, conservation and 
natural resource protection, these managers are 
quickly transforming themselves into profit-driven 
entrepreneurs, trying to make a buck from recre- 
ation. Foremost upon their minds are thoughts of 
downsizing, spinning-off unprofitable assets, brand 
management, customer satisfaction and all the usual 
terms associated with running a profitable business. 


To these bureaucrats, our public lands are their 
working capital. 

A small sampling of projects illustrate how these 
policies are actually being used to commercialize, 
privatize and motorize our public lands. 

The "nature-based tourism marketing company," 
Egret Communications, has proposed construction 
of a mile-long "spiderweb of elevated walkways" 
suspended within the canopy of a 1,500-year-old, 
publicly owned,' giant redwood and Douglas fir grove 
near Brookings, Oregon. The developer has already 
received a $700,000 grant to evaluate this project and 
is currently seeking an additional $19 million in 
federal assistance to complete the project. The attrac- 
tion is expected to draw 
200,000 visitors annually. 

In a "test case," the Na- 
tional Park Service has agreed 
to allow a private developer 
to run an IMAX movie the- 
ater and gift shops within 
GettysburgNational Military 
Park in exchange for erect- 
ing a new visitor center. 

The Dodge Ridge Corpo- 
ration has been granted a 
one-year special use permit 
by the Stanislaus National 
Forest to create a "pay-for- 
use" groomed ski trail sys- 
tem in an area historically 
used by backcountry wil- 
derness skiers. 

One of the last remaining 
old-growth bottomlands in 
central Alabama (Cooter's 
Pond) was recently clearcut 
the day the Army Corps of 
Engineers signed a 50-year 
lease agreement with a pri- 
vate golf club. The Army 
Corps will receive $1 per 
year in this "deal." 

The USFS is currently ne- 
, gotiating a land swap that 

owl recover x plam' would privatize 265 acres 

, wf mmSw of public land at the base of 
• ffi^E^awAN^RED 1 Grand Targhee ski slope in 
western Wyoming. Three 
years ago, the USFS ruled against a similar swap 
saying "it would not be in the public interest." 

If what you've already read hasn't quite turned 
your stomach, here's one final example and a 
glimpse into the future. Consider a future in which 
America's national parks serve as "anchor attrac- 
tions" for an enormous host of nearby commercial 
development. This is a vision of the grandest of all 
possible shopping malls. This is truly la creme de la 
creme, Le Grand Mai. 

Quoting from Las Vegas Review Journal, "There's 
no disagreement that Grand Canyon National Park 
has big problems. [New Jersey developer] DePaolo's 
answer is a $500-million development including 
3,650 hotel rooms, 250 campsites and 425,000 square 
feet of retail space, roughly the equivalent of seven 
large department stores. It also would include em- 
ployee housing and a park-and-ride center." The 
location of this proposed development is on pub- 
licly owned forest land just south of the park. 
DePaolo has recently purchased private lands else- 
where in Arizona and is currently discussing a land 
swap of these lands for the Grand Canyon portal. 

These examples are only the tip of the iceberg for 
the future of public lands recreation. If you don't 
want to be "mailed to death" during future visits to 
our public lands, you might consider showing some 
serious indignation about what's going on. Please 
join Wild Wilderness in opposing and killing the 
dreadful Recreation Superbill legislation now being 
drafted by Senator Frank Murkowski and the Ameri- 
can Recreation Coalition. 

Readers can learn much more about this subject or 
spread the words about new developments by con- 
tacting Wild Wilderness at 248 NW Wilmington 
Ave., Bend, OR 97701; (541) 385-5621; http:// 
www.wildwilderness.org. 

The author, Scott Silver, is cofounder and executive 
director of Wild Wilderness. Located in Bend, Oregon, 
Wild Wilderness has fought in support of undeveloped 
recreation since 1991. 

February-March 1998 Earth First! Page 25 



Victory for BC Indians 

Canada's Supreme Court issued a 
landmark decision in December, es- 
tablishing that First Nation rights to 
resource-rich land were not invali- 
dated by European settlement. The 
case involves claims to 22,000-square 
miles in British Columbia but has 
implications for almost all of Canada. 

The ruling could also bring large 
compensation settlements for First 
Nations, with ramifications for lum- 
ber and mining companies and non- 
Indian land developers. The Gitxsan 
and the Wetisuwetien people ap- 
pealed to Canada's highest court, 
arguing that they retained rights to 
the land because they never signed 
treaties relinquishing those claims 
to British officials who colonized the 
area. British authorities in Canada 
signed no land treaties for most of 
British Columbia. The court agreed 
that the land does indeed still belong 
to the First Nations. 

Sicko Cuts Down Sitka 

It took more than 300 years for a 
rare golden Sitka spruce (yes, it re- 
ally has gold-colored needles) to 
reach a height of 160 feet and a 
diameter of more than six feet on 
Queen Charlotte Island, British Co- 
lumbia. It took just one night for a 
drifter carrying a chainsaw to swim 
across a river to the site and cut it 
down. He then sent a newspaper a 
note railing against "freaks" in class- 
rooms and corporate boardrooms. 

To the Haida natives of the area, 
the spruce represented a boy who 
fled a snowstorm, disobeyed a warn- 
ing not to look back and became 
rooted in the forest floor. Trees 
sprouted from the original spruce 
that were growing at the University 
of British Columbia Botanical Gar- 
den will be planted on the island. 

Flies First! 

The Center for Marine Conserva- 
tion hailed a recent US Court of Ap- 
peals ruling on National Association of 
Home Builders v. Babbitt, a case chal- 
lenging protection of the Delhi Sands 
flower-loving fly (see EF// Yule, 1997). 
The ruling affirms Congress' author- 
ity to protect an endangered species 
whose range is limited to a single 
state. Nearly half of all federally listed 
threatened and endangered species 
are found in only a single state. The 
court clearly recognized that the ex- 
tinction of even a single endangered 
species may have disastrous effects on 
the health of an ecosystem. 

Antarctica Protected 

The landmark Environmental Pro- 
tection Protocol to the Antarctic 
Treaty was finally ratified on Decem- 
ber 16, 1997. The protocol bans all oil 
and mineral exploration and mining 
in Antarctica for a minimum of 50 
years and designates the whole conti- 
nent as a "natural reserve devoted to 
peace and science." Enforcement of 
the protocol is necessary to safeguard 
Antarctica’s status as a global wilder- 
ness area and scientific laboratory. 
Japan's ratification was the last from 
the 26 Antarctic Treaty member na- 
tions that the protocol needed to be- 
come law. Negotiated in 1991, it has 
taken over six years for all the nations 
to ratify the protocol. For US environ- 
mental organizations who have col- 
laborated over many years, first to 
oppose the potential opening of min- 
ing and oil drilling in Antarctica, and 
then to build the strongest possible 
international agreement to protect 
the Antarctic environment, interna- 
tional ratification is a major victory. 
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s our movements 
for Earth and 
animal liberation surge 
with intensity, more 
activists are locked up in 
prison. Incarceration is 
the system's attempt to 
suppress our efforts. 

Supporting our people in jail is as important as waging 
campaigns of resistance. Prison is designed to isolate 
people and can be brutal and demoralizing. One of the 
best ways to counter the isolation of imprisonment is by 
writing letters to activists in jail. 

Writing your first letter of support to a prisoner can 
be intimidating. You may know nothing about the 
jailbird other than that they have been imprisoned for 
direct action. You may be asking yourself, "What if 
they think I'm stupid?" or "Is my letter going to be 
boring to them?" as you write your first letter of 
support. If it helps, before anything else, write, "This 
is the first letter I've ever written to a prisoner, I'm 
not really sure what to write or what type of things 
you're interested in." Then, write the sort of letter 
you'd like to receive. 

A lot of political prisoners receive letters that are 

basically hero worship; "I think you're so brave. 
I could never do what you did." Avoid this. Prisoners are 
just normal people who care enough to act. They're not 
superheroes, and they don't want demigod status. 

Above all, statements like, "I could never do what you 
did!" are real turn-offs to those who did what they felt 
had to be done and most likely hope to inspire, rather 
than disempower, people. 

Share funny, interesting thoughts with them on 
what's going on in the outside world. Bring the beauty 
and strength of the natural world to them in jail 
through your letter. Describing the sights, sounds and 
smells of a recent adventure of yours is an awesome 
way to do this. If you know of any recent actions 
similar to what landed the prisoners in jail, tell them 
about that. Let them know what issues you work on. 
But, remember that all letters to prisoners are read by 
the authorities. Don't say anything you wouldn't say 
to a cop's face. 

Ask questions. It's natural to be curious about 
people you're writing to. Remember, they are writing 
to a total stranger as well; they might not know what 
to say either. Questions and answers help you develop 
a relationship. 

As in any new relationship, it is important to be aware 
of boundaries. If uncomfortable questions or situations 
arise, talk to a friend about it or contact the support 
groups that are also corresponding with the prisoners. 

I f a jailbird does not reply to your letter, don't take it 
personally. The number of letters a prisoner is 
allowed to send is often limited, as are stamps and 
writing supplies. Obviously, they need to write to family 
and close friends first. If your letter is returned, the 
prisoner could have been moved, or the prison arbi- 
trarily felt like sending it back. Prisoner support groups 
will keep you posted on a jailbird's situation. 

No matter how busy our lives may be, it is crucial 
that political prisoners are not forgotten and their 
actions are recognized. So, what's stopping you from 
grabbing a notepad or postcard and dropping a jail- 
bird a line today? 


Dos: 

• Write like mad! If you can't always write a full letter, 
send a greeting card, short note or postcard. Anything 
received in prison from the outside world is heartening. 

• Always use prisoners' numbers along with their 
names on the address. 

• The more colorful, artistic and creative your letter is, 
the better! Send pictures of wild places and things that 
jailbirds can post on their walls to brighten up their cells. 

• Circulate giant support cards for jailbirds at any 
gatherings you attend. Put a jailbird's name on a large 
piece of easel or notebook paper. Stick a removable piece 
of paper on the card that briefly explains who the 
person is and why they're in jail. Posting several such 
cards at a table, with lots of colored pens is a great way 
of encouraging people to write prisoners. 

• Include a return address on your letter/postcard. Some 
prisons won't accept letters without a return address, and 
the prisoner you have written-will likely want to send you 




a reply. Send them a self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

t' Jr -ft, \ 

Don'ts: 

• Never incriminate people or jeopardize the security 
of campaigns or actions by discussing sensitive informa- 
tion in your letters. 

• Don't write about or send anything that could be 
construed as culturally or religiously offensive, such as 
Christian- or drug-related references. Remember, prison- 
ers come from all walks of life. 

• Don't bite off more than you can chew by taking on 
too much support. Letting people down in jail is disre- 
spectful. Pick a prisoner or a group of prisoners to support, 
and maintain strong support for them by incorporating it 
into your everyday life. For instance, commit to write 
jailbirds every Saturday afternoon. It might be helpful to 
focus your support of prisoners by the countries where 
they are jailed or the issues on which they work — Earth or 
animal liberation, anti-nuke resistance or native rights. 

Other Tips for Effective Prisoner Support: 

• Send free subscriptions of magazines and paperback 
books to jailbirds if they want them. Magazines may give 
free subscriptions to political prisoners if solicited (the 
Earth First! Journal does!). Bookstores, libraries and 
religious and educational institutions may also give 
magazines and books to jailbirds. You can easily send 
your own magazines/books once you've read them. 
Usually paperback books may be received enclosed in 
regular brown envelopes (no padding). Left Bank Books 
supplies free books to prisoners. Contact them at Books to 
Prisoners, 92 Pike St., Box A, Seattle, WA 98101. 

• If both you and the prisoner feel comfortable with it, 
you may arrange to deposit money in their financial 
account or with their support groups for special prison 
commissary items/supplies or to support projects they are 
working on from prison. Financial assistance for a prisoner 
should be sent as a money order in the prisoner's name. 

• Invite prisoners to call you collect once or twice a 
month if you feel comfortable doing so. 

• Once your relationship with a prisoner has deep- 
ened, visit whenever you can. Visits are incredibly 
energizing for jailbirds. Nothing beats contact with the 
outside world. 

• If the prison allows it, send jailbirds tape recorders 
and cassettes. Recordings are amazing forms of commu- 
nication and animate prison life. 



Prisoner 

Support 

Groups 


•British Animal Liberation Front Supporters Group (ALFSG), 
BCM 1160, London, WCIN 3XX, England. 

•Direct Action Defense Fund (DADF), POB 57357, Tucson, 
AZ, 85732-7357; (520) 795-5171. 

•Earthbridge (newsletter by and for Native American prison- 
ers), POB 1872, Jeff City, MO 65102. 

•Free the Wolverine Campaign, POB 13-2147, Commercial 
Drive, Vancouver, BC, Canada V5N 4B3. 

•Freedom Network, POB 9384, London, SW 97ZB, England; 
011-44-171-978-8294. 

•GANDALF Defendants Campaign, POB 66, Stevenage, SGI 
2TR, England. Check for updates on the SchNEWS news service 
website at http:Wwww.cbuzz.co.uk/SchNEWS. 

•Barry Horne Support Campaign, POB M, 111 Magdalen 
Road, Oxford, Box OX4 IRQ, England; 011-44-976-200-724; 
http:\\village.vossnet.co.uk\m\miggi\. 
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The following directory lists imprisoned 
Earth/animal liberation activists and sup- 
port groups with the intention of increas- 
ing support for prisoners of conscience. 
The jailbirds listed here would love to hear 
from you. Contact them and their support 
groups to be of help. We apologize if we've 
missed some folks! 

EARTH LIBERATION 

GANDALF PRISONERS: 

On November 13, 1997, three editors from 
the Green Anarchist magazine were sentenced 
to three years in prison for conspiracy to incite 
persons unknown to commit criminal damage. 
Their so-called crime was reporting on Earth/ 
animal liberation activities. Write to the pris- 
oners individually at HMP Winchester, Romsey 
Road, Winchester S022 5DS, England. 

•Saxon Burchall-Wood #CK4321, Noel 
Molland #CK4322 and Stephen 
Booth #CK4323) 

THE MOVE NINE: 

Move is a self-determined, 
ecocentric black power movement. Irr- 
1 979, nine members were framed for 
a murder they did not commit. Each 
was given a prison sentence of up to 
100 years. ‘Merle Austin Africa 
#006306, Debbie Sims Africa 
#006307, Janet Holloway Africa 
#006308 and Janine Phillips Af- 
rica #006309 at SCI Cambridge 
Springs, 45 1 Fullerton Ave., Cam- 
bridge Springs, PA 16403-1238. 

•Michael Davis Africa 
#AM4973 and Charles Sims Af- 
rica #AM 4975 at SCI Graterford, 

POB 244, Graterford, PA 19426- 
0244. 

•Edward Goodman Africa 
#AM4974, SCI Camp Hill, POB 
200, Camp Hill, PA 17001-0200. 

• Williams Phillips Africa 
#AM4984 and Delbert Orr Af- 
rica at SCI Dallas, Drawer K, Dal- 
las, PA 18612. 

•Mumia Abu Jamal 
#AM8335, SCI Greene, 1040 East 
R. Furnman Highway, 
Waynesburg, PA 15370-8090. 

Radical journalist and Move supporter on 
death row, framed for the murder of a cop. 

PRINCE OF PEACE PLOWSHARES: 

The following activists were convicted of a 
Plowshares direct disarmament action against 
the USS Sullivan. 

• Philip Berrigan #14850-056, FCI Pe- 
tersburg, POB 1000, Petersburg, VA 
23804-1000. 

•Susan Crane #87783-011, FCI Dublin, 
Unit A, 5701 8th St., Dublin, CA 94568. 

•Tom Lewis-Borbely #03609-036, FPC 
Schuykill Camp 1, POB 670, Minersville, 
PA 17954. 

•Steve Kelly, c/o The Nuclear Resister, 
POB 43383, Tucson, AZ 85733; (520) 323- 
8697; e-mail: nukeresister@igc.org. 

•Carol Richardson #88116-020, FPC 
Alderson, Box A, Alderson, WV 24910. 

First activist convicted of trespass at the 
School of the Americas (US academy for training 
assassins and military thugs) at Fort Benning, 
GA where 601 people were arrested protesting 
US military intervention in Latin America in 
1997. She was fined $3,000 and sentenced to 
six months in prison. 


•Helen Woodson, c/o C. Dixon, 3559 
County Highway 6, Wisconsin Dells, WI 
53905. 

Serving 16 years for walking into a bank 
with a fake gun and demanding the bank 
hand over its money. While still in the bank, 
Helen set fire to the money and read a state- 
ment condemning money, corporate greed and 
the destruction of the environment. 

ANIMAL LIBERATION 

•Dru Benson #ME2494, Wing C2-27, 
HMP Eastwood Park, Falfield, Wotton-Un- 
der-Edge, Gloschester, GL12 8DB, England. 

Jailed for animal liberation activities. 

•Dave Callender #HV3314, HMP Bir- 
mingham, Winson Green Rd., Birming- 
ham, B18 4AS, England. 

Sentenced to 10 years for conspiracy to 
commit arson to assorted animal abuse estab- 


lishments. 

•Darren Cle #XD2301, HMP Shepton 
Mallet, Cornhill, Shepton Mallet, Somerset 
BA4 5LU, England. 

Sentenced to 42 months for arson of a 
lairage used in the live exports trade. 

•Darren "Daz" Cole #XD2301, HMP 
Wayland, Grimstone, Thetford, Norfolk, 
IP25 6RL, England. 

Sentenced to three years for an arson attack 
on farm buildings used by live animal exporters. 

•Rod Coronado #03895-000, FCI Unit 
SW, 8901 S. Wilmot Rd., Tucson, AZ 85706. 

Sentenced to 57 months for aiding and abet- 
ting arson at a fur research center, handling 
stolen property while acting as North American 
ALF spokesperson and damaging government 
property at a war memorial to General Custer. 

•Kenny Gloster #HG3042, HMP 
Pentonville, Caledonian Rd., London, N7 
8TT, England. 

On remand for alleged criminal damage to a 
Cambridge butcher’s shop. 

•Michael Green # AV2923, HMP Ashwell, 
Oakham, Leicestershire, LE15 7LF, England. 

Sentenced to five years for conspiracy to 
commit arson to a slaughterhouse and at- 


tempted arson to cattle transporters. 

•Barry Horne #VC2141, HMP Bristol, 
Cambridge Rd, Horfield, Bristol, BS7 8PS, 
England. 

Sentenced to 18 years on arson charges 
relating to actions at animal abuse stores. He 
recently carried out a six week hunger strike to 
protest vivisection. 

•Jacob Kenison, 450 South 300 East, Salt 
Lake City, UT 84111. 

Remanded on several charges relating to 
animal liberation. 

•Frank Kocera #164820, Gevangis 
Zuiderbos. Copernicustraat 10, 
Heerhugowaard, Holland. 

Sentenced to three years with eight months 
probation for criminal damage and arson at- 
tacks against the meat industry. 

•Keith Mann #EE3588, HMP Long 
Lartin, South Littleton, Eversham, 
Worchester WR1 1 5TZ, England. 

Sentenced to 11 years for criminal damage 
to meat vehicles, attempted incitement, 
posssession of explosive materials, attempted 
arson and escaping from police custody. 

•Gillian Peachy 
#RL3415, HPM Holloway, 
London, N7 ONU, En- 
gland. 

On remand charges of con- 
spiracy to use incendiaries to 
cause criminal damage and 
arson on a poultry farm. 

•Geoff Sheppard 
#MD1030, HMP 

Parkhusrst, Newport. Isle 
of Wright, PO305NX, Brit- 
ish Isle, England. 

Sentenced to seven years 
for possession of materials 
that could be used to make 
incendiary devices and pos- 
session of an unlicensed fire- 
arm. 

SHOREHAM FOUR: 
Serving between two and 
six years for arson and con- 
spiracy to commit criminal 
damage against live animal 
exports at Shoreham, En- 
gland. »Mike Roberts 
#GE3743, Joe Taylor 
#TN2303, Kevin 

Chapman and Tony Daly 
at HMP Lewes, Brighton 
Rd., Lewes, East Sussex, BN7 1EA, England. 

•Barbara Trenholm #RL1292, HMP 
Durham, Old Elvet, DH1 3HU, England. 

Sentenced to 10 years for arson. 

•Justin Wright #CE3046, HM P Young 
Offenders Institution, Portland, Dorset, DT5 
1DL, England. 

Sentenced to five years for arson. 

NATIVE RIGHTS 

•Leonard Peltier#89637-132, POB 1000, 
Leavenworth, KS 66048. 

February 6, 1998 marks 22 years since 
Peltier was wrongfully convicted and im- 
prisoned the shooting murders of two FBI 
agents. There is currently a petition de- 
manding executive clemency for Peltier be- 
fore President Clinton. 

TsPETEN DEFENDERS: 

Imprisoned fordefendingthemselves and their 
ancestral homelands from an armed seige by the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police at Gustafsen 
Lake, British Columbia. 

•William "Wolverine" Jones Ignaceand 
James "OJ" Pitawanakwat at Matsqui 
Prison, 33344 King Rd., POB 2500, 
Abbotsford, BC, Canada V2S 4P3. 


f3oNE£6> 

Oregon Aims at Coyotes 

The Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife has announced it will allow 
hunting of coyotes in the Hart Moun- 
tain National Antelope Refuge in 
Southern Oregon. The refuge man- 
ager cites a two-year study that found 
‘coyotes were responsible for 75 per- 
cent of antelope fawn deaths at the 
refuge as reason for the hunt. How- 
ever, in 1996, 17 fawns per 100 does 
survived, and in 1997, 31 fawns per 
100 does survived, a percentage well 
above biologists' standards for a healthy 
herd. For more information contact 
Predator Defense Institute, POB 5079, 
Eugene, OR 97405; (541) 937-4261. 

• 

Forty-Four Species Listed 
On Decembers, 1997, the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) listed 
the Callippe silverspot butterfly and 
Behren's silverspot butterfly as en- 
dangered and the Alameda 
whipsnake as threatened under the 
Endangered Species Act. The Callippe 
silverspot is found at only two sites 
on grasslands in San Francisco Bay. 
Behren’s silverspot is found on 
coastal terrace prairie habitat at one 
site in southern Mendocino County. ' 
Both are threatened by development, 
livestock grazing and exotic plant 
invasions. The Alameda whipsnake 
in Contra Costa and Alameda coun- 
ties is threatened by fire suppres- 
sion, grazing and development. 

On November 20, 1997, the 
USFWS listed the Suisun thistle and 
soft bird's-beak as endangered. Both 
inhabit tidal marsh habitat in San 
Francisco Bay. They are threatened 
by pollution, 'iifbanizatidn, exces- 
sive salinity, erosion and mosquito 
abatement programs. 

The five are among a group of 95 
species USFWS has allowed to 
dwindle toward extinction by stall- 
ing on final listing decisions. On 
May 13, 1997, the Southwest Center 
for Biological Diversity announced a 
suit to force the prompt listing of the 
95 species the agency has failed to 
protect unless immediate action was 
taken . Since then, the USFWS has 
scrambled to list 44 of the species as 
endangered. But, 51 species still re- 
main unprotected. 

New Improved Moon 

No longer will the moon be wasted 
on young lovers, if London advertisers 
Gary Betts and Malcolm Green have 
their way and turn the moon into a 
giant billboard. After consulting with 
NASA scientists, they believe they will 
be able to project corporate logos onto 
the moon's surface using reflected sun- 
light from two large umbrella-shaped 
mirrors. In the scientific community, 
the major debate seems to be over how, 
not whether, to project brand names 
onto the moon. 

• . :■ ..... . . , : . 

Our Nuclear Planet 

The International Atomic Energy 
Agency reports that a total of 443 
nuclear power plants are operating in 
32 countries around the world. With 
110 operating nuclear power plants, 
the United States has one-quarter of 
the world's total. Additionally, con- 
struction of three new nuclear reac- 
tors started in 1 996, two at Qinshan 
in China and one at Onagawa in 
Japan, bringing the total number of 
nuclear reactors under construction 
to 36 in 14 countries. 

Last year, 1 7 countries and Taiwan, 
"relied upon nuclear power plants to 
supply at least a quarter of their total 
electricity needs," the agency said, and 
nuclear power plants "provided ap- 
proximately 17 percent of the world's 
electricity production in 1996." 


•Leonard Peltier Defense Committee, POB 583, Lawrence, 
KS 66044; (913) 842-5774. 

•National Activist Network, POB 19515, Sacramento, CA 
95819 USA; (916) 452-7179. 

•Navajo Nation Corrections Project & National Native 
American Prisoners Rights Advocacy Coalition, Len Foster, 
POB 709, Window Rock, AZ 86515. 

•New Jersey Anarchist Black Cross, POB 8532, Paterson, NJ 
07508-8532; (973) 389-9496. 

•North American Animal Liberation Front Supporters Group 
(NAALFSG), POB 69597, 5845 Yonge Street, Willowdale, Ontario, 
Canada M2M 4X3; e-mail: naalfsg@envirolink.org. 

•Peace Prisoners Support, c/o 16 Sholebroke Ave., Leeds, LS7 
3HB, England. 

•Ploughshares Support Network, BoxX, 111 Magdalen Road, 
Oxford, 0X4 IRQ, England. 


•Prison News Service, POB 5052, Station A, Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada M5W 1W4. 

•Prisoner's Literature Project, c/o Bound Together Books, 
1369 Haight St., San Francisco, CA 94117; (510) 845-8813. 

•School of Americas Watch, POB 3330, Columbus, GA 
31903; (706) 682-5369; http:Wwww.soaw.org. 

•Settlers In Support of Indigenous Sovereignty, POB 8673, 
Victoria, BC, Canada V8X 3S2; e-mail: sisis@envirolink.org; 
http://kafka.uvic.ca/-vipirg/SISIS/SISmain.html. 

•Spanish Animal Liberation Front Support Group, APDO 
24037, 28080 Madrid, Spain. 

•The Nuclear Resister, POB 43383, Tucson, AZ 85733; (520) 
323-8697; e-mail: nukeresister@igc.org. 

•Vegan Prisoners Support Group, POB 194, Enfield, Middx, 
EN1 3HD, England. 


They’re in there for us... 



We re out here for them! 
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by Bryce Gilroy-Scott and Jasmyn 

Giant puppets, thousands of people in the streets, helicopters and riot-police — 
it was an unparalleled week of resistance in Vancouver, British Columbia as the 
forces of globalization came to town for the APEC (Asia-Pacific Economic Co- 
Operation) Leaders' Summit. Oppression rarely has a face, but from November 19 
to 25, 1997, dictators of international power came out of the shadows to talk shop. 

APEC has annual gatherings of leaders from countries along the Asian-Pacific 
Rim. One of the largest and most sweeping international bodies negotiating 
trade agreements, APEC is a US government-driven initiative to create one Asia- 
Pacific trading block. 

The economies of APEC's 18-member countries constitute 40 percent of the 
world's population and accounted for almost 75 percent of world trade in 1994. 

The combined Gross National Product (GNP) of its membership is $13.2 
trillion, more than half the world's total GNP. 

Founded in Australia in 1989, APEC is similar to the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and the newly completed Multilateral AgreemerUtdff sprtfpur Tiie^ififeipg in September, an APEC-free zone was declared and its 
Investment (MAI). Free trade agreements and international organizatiormtreh ^ujbrders marked with paint. Seven members of APEC Alert! were arrested in the 
as APEC exist to eliminate or "ratchet down" national laws into# globalized month before the summit. 

"level playing field." yjh November 25, the morning of the leaders' summit, was expected to be the 

World leaders only talk about the agreement as an "economic" treaty, making largest civil disobedience in Canada since Clayoqout Sound in '93. The day began 
discussion of human rights or ecological sustainability irrelevant. Nonetheless, With an attempted symbolic arrest of General Suharto of Indonesia. With the 

these leaders' summits have become a focus of resistance tp gl^nt^^tfetl^cVsUpport of several hundred activists, nearly a dozen people were arrested for 
1 996, the summit was in Manila, Philippines. Over 40;f)00peoplepyercarii^sijt blockmgihe road trying to arrest GenerafSuharto. 
military roadblocks and shutdown a major highway to in# Meanwhile, 3,000 people assembled for the Crash the Summit march, 
meeting. At the summit this year in Vancouver, the presence of 8,000 army Highlights included a guerrilla theater production of The Lorax and songs by 
personnel and police officers created an instant police-^m^^^s was the lar^^pfiie Raging Granh^s. Then the loud and riotous march drummed through 
non-war military mobilization ever in Canada and included helicopter and campus towards the Red Zone, ready to cross into the zone and be arrested. "Jeer 
snipers on rooftops. ;jr1 ** Nslgajdgrs" (people dressed as punk cheerleaders) chanted, "Ever wondered what 

One of the first organizations to activate against APEC was No to APEC! (the happened to your paycheck? Look in the pockets of the boys from APEC!" Mock 
Network Opposed to Anti-People Economic Control). Located in ope of the riot police with corporate logos on their garbage can shields responded by 
poorest districts in Canada, No To APEC! opposed the police "clean-up" of the beating thejger Leaders. 

neighborhood prior to and during the summit and highlighted globalization as After attempting to rip down the fence into the security zone, the Jeer Leaders 

a cause of poverty. No to APEC! organized the People's Conference Opposing were pepper-sprayed by the real police. The crowd was repelled from the fence 
Imperialist Globalization which brought together activists from around the by the chemical mist. The police were intent on using chemical weapons rather 
Pacific Rim including Zapatistas from Mexico and members of the Bayan than arresting the protesters, obviously a tactic to avoid the international 
People's Movement in the Philippines. The four-day conference culminated in epibarfassment of hundreds of arrests. To break the stalemate with the police, 
a 3,500-person protest at the end of the APEC summit. the crowd split into three groups and blocked all exits from the leaders' summit. 

The People's Summit, a counter-APEC conference, was organized by abroad Eventually, riot police and dogs were deployed to break one of the blockades 
coalition of labor, human rights, social justice and women's groups. The most and allow the limousine motorcade through. 

powerful moment of the People's Summit was the March for Global Justice. Five The use of police violence to protect corporate interests is part and parcel of the 
thousand people marched to the APEC conference site. Dozens of groups, trend towards globalization advanced by APEC. It will take a unified movement 
including labor unions, environmentalists and students marched alongside of broad-reaching coalitions to fight the corporate agenda or else we're all sunk! 
Burmese and Tibetan contingents. There were banners in many languages Contact APEC Alert! at (604) 251-9914; e-mail: alert@unixg.ubc.ca; Art 
mixed with anarchist art. Against APEC at (604) 644-4349; http://www.audience.com/volcano. 

Much of the resistance art at the marches was the work of Art Against APEC, 
an assembly of dissident artists that organized a series of creative events voicing 
their rejection of globalization. The high point of Art Against APEC's efforts was 
the creation of a huge "Corporate Monolith." The monolith's base was the 
"heart of the system," which used shiny tin pipes for veins and computer pieces 



for muscles. The heart supported a tiny corporate megalopolis. Several black 
corporate offices towered six feet high, spattered with red, encrusted with 
broken glass and bearing the names of Nike, Coke and Interfor (complete with 
an old-growth grinder). Twenty "slaves" with chains around their necks carried 
the corporate system on their backs. 

In between the major marches on November 23 and 25, there was a broad range 
of smaller actions. Over 1,000 people marched in solidarity with the people of 
Tibet, and several hundred people gathered outside the Hyatt-Regency hotel's 
Sl bOCS-ala te dinner to protest Jiang Zemnin's keynote speech. There was also 
wom en's protest at the Vancouver stock exchange. 

"Make 'era swear profits aren't everything... They're the only thing!," read 
Itirical mock Vancouver Province, which contained an ad for 
Nike with a picture of an Indonesian sweatshop. This culture jamming action 
b^||a|hf pt|^e|jS^terrilla Media exposed the real story behind APEC. 

Summit was held at the University of British Columbia. 
Sindeyaft^|fy j.W7 APEC Alert! has been organizing radical resistance on 


Buffalo Nations to the Rescue 


continued from front page 

Because buffalo are considered wildlife inside park 
boundaries and livestock outside the park, hazing is 
sometimes the only means of preventing slaughter. 

Immediately after the morning action, Buffalo 
Nations received a phone call from a local land- 
owner with two buffalo on her property. She wanted 
the bison off her land. In previous years, her only 
option would have been to call the DOL to come 
kill the.buffalo. Instead, Buffalo Nations came and 
saved the bison. According to Mike Meese, Buffalo 
Nations co-founder, "People aren't going to stand 
by and watch the state of Montana kill off the last 
wild buffalo." 

On another day, activists took a stand next to 
nine buffalo resting on private land a half-mile 
beyond a capture facility. During the course of the 
day, Buffalo Nations was bolstered by news that 
the land owner didn't want buffalo killed on his 
property. When the DOL showed up on snowmo- 
biles, they were confronted by people who refused 
to leave the buffalo and who carried the message of 
the landowner. The DOL left, threatening to come 
back and haze the buffalo into the capture facility 
with the landowner's permission. Fortunately, the 
DOL never returned. 

On January 15, Buffalo Nations and the DOL 
butted heads again when the DOL tried to haze 
buffalo into a capture facility before sending them 


to slaughter. The DOL attempted to use "cracker 
barrels" (firecrackers shot from guns) to scare buf- 
falo onto a buffalo-hater's land and into a capture 
facility, but the buffalo outsmarted the DOL by 
turning and running right past them away from the 
facility. Buffalo Nations volunteers then moved 
through waist-deep snow into positions where they 
could interfere with the DOL operations. 

The DOL continued trying to haze 13 buffalo 
towards the facility throughout the afternoon, but 
by day's end all 13 buffalo had moved into a safe 
area, and the DOL gave up. 

The Inter-Tribal Buffalo Cooperative had filed a 
lawsuit to stop the slaughter, but on December 16, 
US District Judge Charles C. Lovell (notoriously pro- 
cattle) announced that he would allow 100 buffalo 
to be killed this year before the DOL must return to 
court for more slaughter approval. 

Buffalo Nations enjoys overwhelming public sup- 
port. Recently, the owner of a 400-acre ranch asked 
us to post our "Buffalo Safety Zone" signs around 
the perimeter of her land. The signs, dotting fences 
throughout the community, let the DOL know it is 
not allowed to slay buffalo on the property and 
make it easier for activists to quickly move buffalo 
to safety in emergency situations. 

The situation in West Yellowstone becomes more 
urgent everyday. Snow accumulates hourly, and 
more than 250 buffalo are nearing the park bound- 
ary. Buffalo Nations expects serious confronta- 


Delyla Sentenced 

In related news, US Magistrate Richard Ander- 
son sentenced Delyla Wilson to two years lim- 
ited probation, 100 hours of community service 
and $50 in court fees for her federal conviction 
of assault on a congressional, cabinet or Supreme 
Court member. 

Delyla is the Montana Buffalo Action Group 
activist who dumped a large bucket of rotting 
buffalo entrails on a table in front of a hearing 
last March 23, splattering Montana Republican 
Senator Conrad Burns and US Agriculture Secre- 
tary Dan Gliekman. (See EF!J, May-June 1997.) 

Judge Anderson stipulated that Wilson, a long- 
time Earth First! activist, did not need permis- 
sion to travel and that no drug testing would be 
required under her probation. "I don T want this 
in anyway to discourage you from further [civic] 
involvement," Anderson said, adding that this 
particular protest was "perhaps excessive." 

Delyia's appeal of a 190-day jail sentence 
handed down in state court over the same inci- 
dent is still pending. To help her with her legal 
costs, send support to BAG, TOB 7326, Bozeman, 
MT 59771. 


tions any day now when the 250 buffalo leave the 
park. They are calling on concerned people every- 
where to join them in protecting the herd. Also 
donations are greatly appreciated. Contact Buffalo 
Nations at POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758; 
(406) 646-0070; fax (406) 646-0071; e-mail: 
buffalo@wildrockies.org. 
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SOLDIERS OF THE “NIGHT 


Taking out every 
hiding in the darkness of the night. 




aiding our mission 
as rain washes away the fingerprints of existence. 

Lurking in the last of our land. 

Tonight’s destruction is done by my hand. 

One guards, one destroys, this way we won’t get caught. 
When the night is over, it’ll be a good fight we fought! 

So now we control, in our black disguise. 

The mask’s main purpose! hide disgust in our eyes. 

How hurry, we don’t want anyone to suspect. 

By morning, this site will be wrecked. 

Clipping away at your insides 
cut it all, rip out its heart 

we find our salvation as we rip your machines apart. 


Clear 

as 

cut 

glass 


just 

as 


d 

a 

n 

g 


As your green blood drips down to the earth 

we’ve accomplished our goal, erased your death’s worth. 

Next week it’ll happen again, just in a different part. 

Wherever yellow death machines rip out my mother nature’s heart. 

What we’ve done is so little, it will only slow things down 
until next week when the devils are at it again, 
that’s when I love having a best friend! 


— Garret X 

[This poem was written about The routine Missions 
me and my best friend did when we were t §. 

We Monkeywrenched everything within biking distance. 


u 

s 


OUT WEST 

THE NATION SHUDDERS A LITTLE 
AS THE LEGS OF THE N’S AT 
EITHER END BUCKLE WHAT 
UNDERPINNINGS NOW ARE GOING 
WEAK? OR IS IT ONLY 
THE WAY WE SEE THEM STAND? 

DUE TO OZYMANDIAS IN THE DESERT 
SAND WE MAY THINK OUR HISTORY 
INTO BLEAK OUT HERE WHERE 
DAFFODILS ARE GREETED WITH 
SURPRISE BATTLES GO ON 
IN THE NEWSPAPER AND A POEM 
COULD END UP BY GOING INTO THE 
WRONG CAFE HAD MCDONALD’S 
MADE ITS TAOS STATION ADOBE 
WE MIGHT HAVE DREAMED BEYOND 
THE FIRST STOPLIGHT I KNOW 
MANY HERE HAVE TENDED THEIR 
INNER CHILD PROPPED IT ON 
A COUNTER AND TICKLED ITS 
FEET AND I HAVE ALLOWED 
ALLOWED MY INMOST HORRORS 
TO PARADE IN SLEEP THERE IS 
TIME BEFORE I RECLAIM MY SEAT 
IN THE BUMBLING NATION I 
PAINTED THE WORD ‘PEACE’ ON 
A SUITCASE THE LAST TIME I 
PASSED THROUGH WASHINGTON LEFT 
IT PROPPED ON A GARBAGE CAN 
GOD HELP MY FEBRILE MOTIONS 
INSTALL ME AS VICE PRESIDENT 
OF MYSELF MAY THE BLUE SKIES 
OF TAOS REOPEN WHEN I TOUCH 

THE SHAKY SOIL OF WRATH LEAN 
UPON THE GREEN OLIVE TREE 


Conversations. . . 

I couldn’t help but overhear 



Arguments, what do 
You caH sustainable? 

I hold my tongue 
The human hand that 
Extends, big brother complex 
And arguing that man 
Knows best and how 
We carefully manage 
I calm my thoughts 
Asphalt 

My home made in a town 
With yearly celebration 
Of being built along 
Old Route Sixty-Six, the 
Historic paving of 
Land from Illinois 
To CaBfomia 
Conversations. . . 

I’ll zip my Bps 
Their words not meant 
To be tossed my way 
Their spewing and spouting 
And convinced their 
Scientific theory the 
Ultimate answer 
(At least today) 

The ever expanding science 
Yet aH the answers Be 
In the simpBcity of sunrise 
Making love in a canyon 
The wind rustEng through pines 
Overheard in a cafe... 

No intellectual theories 
Can compare to the passion 
Of deep connection or 
A howl made on a 
body 


Oh, sage off deep Earth-love 
So depicted in one 
Clear phrase! 

LEAVE IT THE FUCK 


send poems to 
Warrior Poets Society 
ASUC box 361 
Berkeley, CA. 9 4 7 5)0-4 510 


sings 

The off-ramp and the on-ramp 
Sings the prairie tune 
Will nest here 

Because this is the closest thing 
To a prairie that’s left 
No houses 

Cars, but at least they keep moving 

And I have to ask 

Meadowlark, what are you saying? 

That you will nest here 
And next year 

Meadowlarks will sing in this grassy wedge again 
Waiting for our highways to disappear? 


all rights reserved to the authors 



'Ramona nobody likes a tattletale. 


continued from page 3 

"Well for your information, I'm 
a Philadelphia police officer. My 
name is Frank Scherf. You don't 
know what the fuck you are talk- 
ing about. The man is a stone-ass 
killer. He's never, ever denied 
killing Danny Faulkner. The wit- 
nesses that came to his behalf 
have changed their testimony on 
no less than seven different occa- 
sions. He was not railroaded by 
the government; he was con- 
victed by a jury of his peers, in- 
cluding other black people. 

Fuck you!" 

— Frank Scherf 

Dear Earth First Journal, 

1 was pleased to see the article 
by Gary McFarlane and Darryl 
Echt criticizing the cult of non- 
violence within Earth First!. This 
cult is very Horpinari t in Northern 
! California.'When I worked with 
Earth First! activists in Southern 
. California in the late 1980s the 
’ slogan was "No Compromise in 
’ Defense of Mother Earth," not 
“No Violence in Defense of 
Mother Earth." After moving to 
Northern California I've limited 
my activity with Earth First! here 
because of the authoritarian struc- j 
-h ires put in place by this cult. 1 

Nonviolence is violence, be- 
cause it enables the forces of greed 
and destruction to continue work- 
ing with only minor annoyance. 

I It is also hypocritical, because 
what it really relies on is State- 
sponsored violence. Everyone's 
hoping for a court ruling, know- 
ing that civil disobedience itself is 
just a delaying tactic. What is aV 
court ruling except a threat of 
.violence from the government? 

In the same issue you ran an 
article on the Armed Ecological 
Front of Nicaragua. Good. Let's 
be clear. Political issues that can't 
be settled by consensus are al- 
ways settled by violence. 

Even more clearly, the willing- 
ness to use violence, if necessary, 
is a major political lever. Martin 
Luther King and his nonviolence 
campaigns were a good thing, 
but ultimately the system of rac- 
ism was punctured not by non- 
violence, but by ghetto riots, the 
sacrifices and victories of the Viet- 
namese people, the Black Pan- 
thers, and yes, armed cells of 
white revolutionaries in the USA. 
Similarly, the US government 
prefers the threat of massive vio- 
lence to contain political opposi- 
tion, but threats require occa- 
sional examples. Like turning the 
wild lands of Vietnam into a 
moonscape of craters or the sys- 
tematic murder of AIM activists 
in the 1970s. 

Talking has its place: If you can 
talk most people into your posi- 
tion, there is no need for vio- 
lence'sJJlections have their place: 
if environmentalists worked as 
hard on electioneering as the 
Christian Coalition does, the 
only violence would be the A 
violence of the State 
protecting our natu- rffQlfr 

ral lands from cor- AjfVJ 
porate rapist sr vTl 

But given that |( 

money will win any 
election unless coun- / 

tered by truly massive J 

volunteer efforts, and I 

the rule of justice is { 

that you get all the 
justice your money can ^ 

buy; we can expect to see 
the Headwaters forests and other 


forests cut down. Do some people 
care enough to fight to stop that? 
That remains to be seen. If there 
are, we should cheer them on, 
not try to wither them with ho- 
lier-than-thou nonviolent scorn. 

The nonviolence activists who 
have been defending Headwaters! 
forest deserve a great deal of praise! 
for their efforts. But the forest 
does not belong to them, any 
more than it belongs to Charles 
Hurwitz. It belongs to Nature, as 
do all human beings. Don't be 
surprised if Nature deems to show 
her violent side to defend the last 
of her great old forests. 

— Bill Meyers’ 

Dear Frass brains, 

1. Now that the Andrews (pri- 
vate) Nuke dump is permitted 
(over the Ogallala Aquifer) by 
the Texas Health Dept, (that's all 
they needed/ no public hear- 
ings!), we be in deep Frass. 

2. Now that the oxygen is not 
being replaced thanks to Massive 
Plankton Die-Off (1985-95) due 
to over fishing the high seas, we 
be in deep Frass. 

3. Now that the protective 
shield is nigh-on dissolved by 
car-emissions, plastics produc- 
tion and decay, chlorine produc- 
tion and space/ jet flights, we be 
in deep Frass. 

4. Now that all the vast public 
Forests have been accessed w/ 
roads and landing zones 
(clearcuts), we be totally under 
Fascist satellite monitoring up to 
our knees in Frass. 

5. Telephones and TVs are now 
all 2-way monitors (visualize 
huge banks of computers record- 
ing couplings and conversations 
every where but darkest Africa 
(which is slated for liquidation as 
well as the million dark-skinned 
men in America's prisons (half 
for less than an ounce of sub- 
stance). Earth First! has for the 
last 2 decades been the cutting 
edge of Anti-Fascist Action and is 
getting better as we all refine our 
areas of expertise. 

The Gestapo 0- Edgars' friends 
and successors) have been brutal 
in trying to deprive us of leaders 
(Phil Ochs, Abbie Hoffman, Judi 
Bari, Jerry Rubin, Cesar Chavez, 
John Denver and innumerable 
local leaders come to my bird 
brain) while we have harmed 
none. This will make it easy for 
them to throw in with the Earth 
Mother of us all when push comes 
to "Marsification." (The Penta- 
gons' poisoning of its own troops 
and willingness to poison the 
entire globe w/Depleted Uranium 
shells must be shouted from glo- 
bal rooftops.) 

I stay optimistic and encour- 
aged by Earth First!, animal 
rights/Vegan activism, anti-mili- 


tarism, anarchists everywhere, 
pro-Hemp movement and espe- 
cially Eco-Feminism with all its 
nurturing aspects. 

Now is time for direct action! 
Today is the day. Today there 
are a dozen or two more species 
than tomorrow. Act today! Think 
global and Act, y'all. Though 
there's only 50 or so of us left; 
we are solid with you. 

p.s. Comrade Salmon says "es- 
chew plastics," "leave the oil in 
the ground," "hates clearcutting 
and siltation," "says shut Atomic 
Power down cold y'all," leave off 
I the alcohol til Earth Mothers' 
victory party!" 

Sincerely, 

— Atwater's Prairie Chickens 
(scattered across what's left of 

THE MOWED, LAND-LOCUST-TRAMPLED 
PRAIRIE WEST OF HOUSTON TEXAS!) 

GOD CAN MAKE ALL OF YOU 
PROSTITUTES THESE DAYS 
EVEN FOR XMAS 

— Marina Del Ray, CA 

Dear EF, 

When i receive the journal, i 
have to try and brace myself as 
much of what i read causes a 
great grief and anger, though the 
time has long past that i'm ever 
surprised. So thank you for the 
sweet laugh at the end of Wolves 
and Poodles, i suppose some- 
where some poodle has the spirit 
of a wolf but is unfortunately 
trapped inside of a small pox 
virus... i mean a poodle’s body. 

Meantime i'm trying to envi- 
sion what goes on in the hearts 
and minds of the buffalo assas- 
sins. Do they fancy themselves 
after the ones who brought the 
bison to their knees a hundred 
plus years ago? Are these same 
mass murders their role models? 
Kinda like pretending to be a 
Nazi marching Jews into a 
shower, ain't it? There's no ac- 
counting for taste! i must confess 
i'm puzzled, (not surprised) where 
it was stated in the article "Bison 
under fire," that DOL goes onto 
private property without permis- 
sion and executes bison! i've lived 
on a chunk of relatively remote 
private property for 28 years. It is 
mine to protect. It is my life. It is 
a refuge for the living (except for 
ticks and chiggers) but they're 
not endangered. Anyway, i'm sur- 
rounded by hunters and cannot 
do much about that, but if they 
were to come onto the land that 
owns me with the intention of 
killing any of the inhabitants, 
and did not get the hell out when 
i told them to... i'm 
sorry i'd be shoot 
ing at them, 
maybe aiming at 




\ \ 

theirasses... v \ 
but they'd be \ \ 
shot! So who in 1 

the hell do these 

DOL people .A-gy 

think they are? 

Seems they need • 

to find out! iss&jJlyal 

Very Sincerely . 

— Corry E. Mason *” 

Dear S.F.B, 

When writing the APEC article 
[printed on page 28] I was asked to 
do, I discovered a little problem. 
Does the EF!J want me to give up 
my hitherto happily intact techno- 
logical illiteracy? Are the options 
REALLY just e-mail and fax? 

Goddess has granted me an abil- 
ity to crash computers and some 
other cumbersome items of 
science’s rule, just by being around 
them. Thus, the e-mail, as far as I 
understand, (and I don't) came 
out hieroglyphics and the fax sim- 
ply would NOT work. And strug- 
gling with the guy at Kinko's to 
somehow get the article thru 
cyberspace was useless. 

I understand many of ye tech- 
heads need to squash your inner 
luddite in the search for bigger- 
better-faster-more-up-to-date 
info. But what is going to happen 
to organizing dependent on these 
"tools" after collapse? And isn't 
an end to technocracy part of 
what we want? Have you noticed 
most e-mails are : "... too busy, 
sorry... no time for a full letter 
now..." What kind of commu- 
nity building is THAT? 

PS: One time, the computers 
at the border crashed. What can 
be happier? 

Yours in HAND-writing 
— Jasmyn 

Ed. note: 

We accept submissions in all for- 
mats (see the submission informa- 
tion on page 2). 

—LP 

PLEASE DO NOT PUBLISH OR 
FORWARD MY NAME OR E-MAIL. 
PLEASE DO NOT RESPOND. 
PLEASE REVIEW AND ACT IN A 
RAPID AND DECISIVE MANNER. 
Dear Sir: 

Please have Earth First! investi- 
gate why Torch Operating Com- 
pany/Nuevo Energy was allowed 







to continue 
pumping 
toxic crude 
oil through 
the pipeline 
from Platform Irene to 
shore when both the agencies 
and Torch/Nuevo knew that a 
recent (summer '97) "smart pig" 
pipeline integrity test indicated 
that the pipe had between 50% 
and 80% wall loss due to severe 
corrosion. Even if Torch/Nuevo 
was required to operate at a lower 
pressure, that is unbelievably neg- 
ligent, both by Torch/Nuevo de- 
cision-makers and by the gov- 
erning agencies who knew and 
allowed this catastrophe (the oil 
spill) to happen anyway. 

In addition, it is known that 
the Platform Irene Pipeline has 
had trouble from the time it was 
installed. The seas are exception- 
ally rough at this point. Parts of 
the line were "lost" during instal- 
lation due to the rough seas. The 
installation took many months 
longer (at least twice as long) as 
normal construction would due 
to the severity of the conditions. 

So should a pipeline in known 
severe condition areas be allowed 
to continue to operate with a se- 
verely reduced wall thickness due 
to corrosion? Noway. This spill is 
due to irresponsibility all the way 
around. The flange that was found 
cracked may have been cracked 
since original installation; how- 
ever, the corrosion problem with 
this line and the fact that everyone 
"knew" is being glossed over by 
red-faced Torch/Nuevo and many 
agency staffers and brass to boot. 
They need to get the boot and 
more so the publicity. 

Please investigate. Also, please 
do not reply to me or use my 
name/e-mail as I cannot have my 
identity revealed. 

Get after it — get the inspection 
reportsTOMORROW>fromMMS 
- Pacific OCS Region - Camarillo, 
CA, and State Lands Commission, 
Minerals Resource Management 
Division, Long Beach, CA, and 
get those reports analyzed and in 
the national news by Friday be- 
fore this catastrophe dies away. 
Someone needs to be blown 
out of the water by this flam- 
ing "TORCH". Negligence 
galore!!!!! Thank you!!!!! 

— Anonymous 


In reply to Craig Stehr's 
letter: 

I agree with Craig that 
with the exception of 
Northern California very 
few Neo-Pagans are EF!ers, 
or for that matter, envi- 
ronmentally active in any 
way. Where we disagree is 
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we are. The 
Nafta Roads 
Awareness 
Project is coordinated by the Na- 
tional Network Against New 
Roads. We are not related to the 
Coalition Against Nafta Super- 
highways or the Alliance for a 
Paving Moratorium. Our work is 
supported by member-group do- 
nation. We originally felt it best 
to work with APM out of Areata, 
Ca. After a couple of months in 
Areata, we soon learned that co- 
ordinating a national effort from 
No. Calif, is not advantageous. 
Therefore, The Nafta Roads Aware- 
ness Project will be coordinated @ 
our offices here in Roanoke, VA. 

Thank You 

— Mark Petersen, Nafta Roads 
Awareness Project Coordinator; 

Daryl McKay, Director; Randy 
Ghent, Advisor- Toward Car 
Free cities National network 
Against New Highways; pob 
5272, Roanoke, Va. 24012; 

(540) 362-7141 

Dear Earth First!, 

I am writing requesting that 
you publish my letter of request 
for environmental activists to 
send me audio and video cas- 
sette tapes of lectures etc. and 


any litera- 
ture on Earth 
First! type is- 
sues. I am try- 
ing to educate 
myself and 
friends. I knew 
something was wrong 
two years ago when I 
went camping for the first 
time and I began to panic as the 
sun went down. I sicken at the 
thought that I lived 31 years 
before I realized that nature ac- 
tually exists and I am a part of it. 
I grew up in a city, sit-com, gro- 
cery store world. I thought sea- 
sons were something man made 
up like holidays, just reasons to 
wear different clothes. Air con- 
ditioners and instant gratifica- 
tion through the manipulation 
of everything. A cellophane 
world. A continual unending 
ride in comfort just like every- 
one else. Respect and admira- 
tion, status based upon how 
much comfort ones "economic 
ability" could buy. 

Success judged entirely on pos- 
sessions. A careers valve based on 
how much money it produces. On 
and on, until in death we relax in 
a soft plush coffin in a sterile vault 
mausoleum, comfortable and af- 
fluent as death as in life. The "filthy 
ground" unheard of! 

It is very difficult to start at zero 
when all this false reality comes 
crashing down. So I ask everyone 
send me something, so I can learn 
to live in nature, I don't even 
know how to grow anything. 

Sincerely your, 

— Timothy Wallace Mansheen 
POB 8691 
Columbus, GA 31908-8681 
USA 


about 
what this 
means. In other 
words, why should 
this be so, and shouldn't it 
worry us if radical environ- 
mentalists can't succeed in get- 
ting their message through to a 
community that at least gives lip 
service to the concept that the 
Earth is sacred. If we can't con- 
vince Neo-Pagans, just whom do 
we hope to be able to convince. 

Now Craig says he made a ma- 
jor effort back in the mid 80's 
here in the Northeast, going to 
all the Neo- Pagan gatherings, etc. 
Well I'm not going to call him a 
liar; maybe his concept of the 
Northeast doesn't include New 
England or maybe he has Neo- 
Pagans confused with New-Agers 
in general. But let me assure all 
of you out there, nobody was 
visible say at "Rites of Spring 
'86" or "PANTHEA '86'' trying to 
recruit for environmentalism. 
There's no way we could have 
failed to notice something like 
that. Craig, I'm not saying we 
never met you at a gathering. 
Over the years a couple people 
we met at gatherings introduced 
themselves as being connected 
to EF! and maybe you were one 
of those. But that doesn't consti- 
tute an organizing effort. 


Go ahead and "split the blan- 
ket" if you want, but from the 
Neo-Pagan perspective, with the 
exception of one bioregion the 
two communities haven't even 
been to bed together yet. Heck, 
there hasn't even been a court- 
ship. And as to why the situa- 
tion should be so different in 
Northern California, well that's 
not really our story to tell. But 
no matter how things got that 
way, the communities there are 
sufficiently entwined there that 
pushing the Neo-Pagans out 
would be difficult. 

Because that's what we're really 
talking about here. We have a 
certain awareness of which people 
"belong" in both communities. 
We notice when there are "disap- 
pearances”, when folks who have 
been actively appearing in the 
pages of the Journal for years are 
seen no more. Well of course ev- 
eryone in this game is subject to 
periods of burnout and the need 
for a "vacation" but there seems 
to be a bad case of "woo-woo flu" 


going around. 
Heard it starts off with a feeling of 
just not being welcome around 
here anymore. 

Sorry but I just don't get it. 
Granted, recruitment of Neo-Pa- 
gans hasn't been all that success- 
ful so far but does anybody think 
the prospects any better else- 
where? Would cutting what tenu- 
ous ties exist to the Neo-Pagans 
serve some strategic purpose, help 
recruitment in other communi- 
ties? As for ourselves, we don't 
have the luxury of choice because 
the first rule of community orga- 
nizing is try in your "home" com- 
munity first. If anybody out there 
has some bright ideas... 

For the Earth 

— Michael D. Novack 


Dear Earth First Journal- 
Thanks for printing the "Nafta 
Roads Awareness Project” an- 
nouncement in the Jan-Feb issue. 
Since the issue has been in circu- 
lation, some folks have contacted 
us expressing confusion as to who 


Waste Found Near River After EF! Rendezvous? 


[The following article by Barry Clausen was printed in 
the Springboard. The Earth First! Journal's contact info 
was also listed. It was sent to us anonymously with a note 
that read, "Shame on you!! What kind of example is this?"] 

"A stone's throw from the banks of the pristine Wolf 
River someone left behind a dozen barrels of human 
waste, and an environmental group is one of the prime 
suspects, " according to the Oct. 8 Antigo Daily Journal in 
Wisconsin. "The barrels, which appear to have been 
born to store pickles, were abandoned on a snowmo- 
bile trail about 500 feet from the Highway A bridge that 
spans the Wolf." The article also states: "Sheriff Dave 
Steger said this morning that there are hints that they 
may have been used by an out-of-state environmental 
group that spent part of the summer in the area. 

Photographic evidence suggests that similar bar- 
rels were at the group's campsite on McCarther Pine 
Road in northern Forest County. Some of the barrels 
have been tipped over and some of them opened 
with the mobile trail." 

The article failed to mention that the organization 
was Earth First, a Eugene, Ore.- based organization. 
Earth First held what they call "Earth First! Wolf River 
Round River Rendezvous" from June 30 to July 6, 1997, 
in the same location to protest a new mining site they 
claim would pollute the Wolf River. 

It has now been substantiated that the barrels found 
were indeed the ones used at the Earth First gathering. 
The photographic evidence and one additional barrel 
was found at the Earth First campsite. When con- 
fronted with the evidence Earth First members admit- 
ted responsibility, their excuse was that in time it 
would have turned to compost. 

According to information received by North Ameri- 
can Research the waste was dumped on private land 
belonging to persons connected to the gathering. Ap- 
parently the dumpsite was in or near a small tributary 


of the Wolf and during high water the waste would have 
washed downstream. 

What really happened with the Earth First! barrel situation 
in the North Woods: 

This whole "ecological catastrophe" was ignored by most 
Earth Firstlers because we had no idea that the media would 
have lied outright and that people would have been duped so 
totally by a few well paid Exxon people. I was called to the 
scene of the "dumping" as soon as it was discovered and this 
is what I found: 

The "5000 pounds of waste in 15 full barrels" turned out 
to be a few hundred pounds in five barrels. There were 13 
barrels on site, most of them sealed and empty; three had 
rinse water and one had vegetable compost. 

"Right next to the Wolf River" turned out to be nearly 3/ 
4 of a mile through dense forest part of it uphill. 

"Smelled for miles around. " I got there and couldn't smell 
a thing until about 1 0 feet away. After the ten minutes it took 
to clean up this "disaster area" I sat under a nearby tree and 
ate my lunch, whoever said that it was smelling for miles 
around is either delusional, lying or has the nose of a dog. The 
newscasts I saw showed the camera crew and speakers right 
next to the barrels and not seeming to have any problem. 

"Horrible contamination risk" was two shovels full that 
actually hit the ground on the cement part of the partial 
overgrown abandoned road 3/4 of a mile from the Wolf. 
When I got there, it was mostly composted but still was 
recognizable as something unpleasant. The equivalent to 
a bear passing through the area. Of course theDNR would 
ticket them if they could. 

"Dumped on public land, " not a chance. These were sealed 
plastic 45-gallon drums that were left standing and braced 
together on private property with permission from the owner's 
son. Why was there any spillage? Either the snowmobilers that 
have been illegally trespassing for decades on that property, the 
trespassing bear hunters or someone else had broken the seals, 


smashed the lids and kicked the barrels around. This is a case 
of vandalism, pure and simple. Most of the waste was 
composted by this time and if left alone they would have 
contained nothing but soil by late spring. 

This summer we had several hundred people camping out 
in the national forest and the waste had to go somewhere, 
and we disposed of it in a very safe and environmentally 
safe manner only to become the victims of vandalism and 
then blamed for being vandalized. The composted waste 
was going to be put in my garden, if you really want to know 
how safe the process is considered. I seriously cannot believe 
this is what people are choosing to talk about, the proposed 
mine will create a few dozen local short-term jobs and leave 
the area with a shattered economy and the biggest waste 
pile in the state and we are discussing a few shovels full of 
organic matter?!?! Finally, over the summer our welcoming 
table was bombed by a 1/4 stick of dynamite, we were 
blockaded in with a dozen cut trees, disruptive infiltrators 
sent into our gatherings, harassed at all hours by the local 
authorities and Forest Service, and there was no media blitz 
or public outcry, why? There are a lot of great folks that 
stopped by after hearing the rumor about us. Everyone that 
sat down and talked or had a few beers with 
us, shook our hands and said we were all 
right. It's the people of Wisconsin 
this monster called Exxon, lets 
not let "it" divide us up and 
keep us from doingwhat is right. 

It is either people, the economy, 
the wildlife and the environment 
or short-term profit for a few al- 
ready rich people. 

Thank you for reading, 

— Wade 


"Pooh, who cares." 


vs 
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HEALING GLOBAL WOUNDS 
1 998 SPRING GATHERING 
APRIL 10-1 i, NEVADA TEST SITE 


THREE GENERATIONS OF 
BIG MOUNTAIN RESISTERS 
ON MIDWEST TOUR 


Healing Global Wounds is an alliance and a gathering of organizations and 
individuals working to break the nuclear chain and restore sustainable living 
practices on the Earth. The gathering will be located on Western Shoshone 
lands at the gates of the Nevada Test Site. 

You can experience the beautiful desert, join in an incredibly rich and 
culturally diverse community of people from all over the world, learn about 
nuclear and indigenous land rights issues, participate in traditional Native 
ceremonies from America, Australia, Taiwan and other regions, and if you 
choose, participate in nonviolent direct action to shutdown the Nevada 
Nuclear Test Site and reclaim Shoshone land. 

The scheduled events at the gathering are: 

• Friday, April 10 — Communications skills training for multi-cultural work 

• Saturday, April 11 — Informational workshops about nuclear issues and 
indigenous rights, including delegations from Taiwan and Australia 

• Sunday, April 12 — Site specific, nonviolence training and action planning 

• Monday, April 13 — Prayer circle at the Nevada Test Site. Reclaim Western 
Shoshone Lands from the Department of Energy and shut the Test Site down! 

Multi-faith ceremonies will take place throughout the weekend. Corbin Harney, 
Western Shoshone spiritual leader, will lead daily sunrise ceremonies and sweat 
lodges. Nevada Desert Experience will hold a Good Friday service and participate 
in an Easter-morning, Circle of Rebirth ceremony at the gates of the Test Site. 
Meals, local potable water and sanitation facilities will be provided. 

A $25 donation is suggested ($20 if paid by March 1). Limited motel accommo- 
dations are available nearby for those unable to camp in desert conditions. 

For more information about past Healing Global Wounds visit http:// 
www.shundahai.org/HGW/index.html or http://www.scruz.net/~hgw/ 

To receive a complete information packet, contact the Shundahai Network at 
5007 Elmhurst Ln., Las Vegas, NV 89108-1304; (702) 647-3095; fax 647-9385; 
e-mail: reinard@shundahai.org. 


McLibel Documentary 

now available on video 


McLibel: Two Worlds Collide is the 
inside story of how a single father and 
a part-time bar worker took on burger 
giant McDonald's. 

The documentary follows Dave Morris 
and Helen Steel as they transform from 
anonymous campaigners into global 
heroes defending themselves in the long- 
est trial in English history. Along the 
way, they faced infiltration, secret meet- 
ings with top executives, 40,000 pages 
of background reading and a visit from 
Ronald McDonald. 

The 52-minute documentary uses in- 
terviews with witnesses and reconstruc- 
tions of key court moments to examine 
the main issues in the trial: nutrition, 
advertising, employment, animals, the 
environment and free speech. 

Folksinger 
David Rovics 
Spring ’98 Tour 

The past lives in David Rovics' songs 
and performances — so does the future. 

— Jeremy Brecher, author of Strike! 
and Global Village 

David Rovics has sung songs of so- 
cial significance in coffeehouses, union 
halls, festivals and sidewalks through- 
out North America as a solo performer, 
as well as with Chris Chandler & Avoid- 
ing Godot, Aunt Betsy and. Robert 
Hoyt, as band member/sidekick. 

David is lining up dates for a spring 
tour. For booking or other information 
contact David at POB 995, Jamaica 
Plain, MA 02130; (617) 983-2571. 


McLibel is not about hamburgers. It 
is about multinational corporations 
and the power they wield over our 
everyday lives. 

Full details about the film, including 
storyboards and transcripts, are avail- 
able at: www.spanner.org/mclibel/. 

The price is £15 (about US $23). The 
tape format is PAL (UK) or NTSC (USA). 
Please send a cheque in pounds ster- 
ling made payable to "One-Off Pro- 
ductions" to BCM Oops, London 
WC1N 3XX, UK. Don't forget to indi- 
cate which format you require. Any 
shops, groups or magazines interested 
in selling the video, please contact 
Simon at the address above or phone/ 
fax +44 (1)71 681 0832; oops@ 
spanner.org. 

»o|ih/ 

Earth First! Long-term 
Editor Wanted 

Must have extensive move- 
ment, computer and editing 
experience. Work long hours 
for little pay and love it. Send 
resume and writing sample 
to: EF!J, Editor Search, POB 
1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 


BOYCOTT HYUNDAI 

BUMPERSTICKERS 

$1 each or $6 for 10. Add $2.50 per 
order for shipping and handling. Or- 
der from the Labor/Community Alli- 
ance, POB 5077, Fresno, CA 93755. 


Kee Watchman, an elder who has 
represented the sovereign Dineh Na- 
tion at the United Nations, accompa- 
nied by two active resistors from Big 
Mountain, Lawrence Altisi and Chris 
Interpreter will begin a month-long 
speaking tour to rally support for their 
situation at Black Mesa, near Big Moun- 
tain, Arizona. 

Since 1974, the Dineh (Navajo) have 
been resisting forced relocation by the 
US government and Peabody Western 
Coal Co. Peabody has leases with both 
the Hopi and Navajo tribal govern- 
ments, and through an expensive pub- 
lic relations campaign, has managed 
to convince the media that this is a 
simple "ethnic land dispute" between 
the Dineh (Navajo) and Hopi people. 
While the media and Congress buy 
into this misrepresentation of the facts, 
Peabody continues to operate its strip 
mines at Black Mesa to fuel large power 
plants in the four corners region. Sev- 
enty percent of the Navajo Nation has 
no electricity. 

The majority of Americans knownoth- 
ing of the largest forced relocation of 


Native Americans this century that is 
being financed by their tax dollars. 

Listen to the Dineh speak for them- 
selves. They believe that if the major- 
ity of Americans knew what their tax 
dollars were financing, they would 
rise up and stop this destruction of the 
Sovereign Dineh Nation's way of life. 
February Dates and Locations: 

7 Lincoln, NE 

8 Omaha, NE 

9 Des Moines, IA 

10 Grinnell College, I A 
12-14 Twin Cities, MN 

15 Duluth', MN 

16 Ashland, WI, Northland College 

17 River Falls, WI, University of WI 

18 Stout, WI, University of WI 

19 Chicago, IL 

20 Lansing, MI 

21 Detroit, MI 

23 Cleveland, OH 

24 Pittsburgh, PA (Peabody's home) 

25 Columbus, OH 

26 Cincinnati, OH 

For more information, contact 
David Miller or Whitney Fink at (612) 
362-5964. 


Red Alert at Ward Valley! 


Make a stand to stop the nuclear waste dump and protect sacred Indian land, the 
desert tortoise and the Colorado River. Colorado River Native Nations Alliance and 
Save Ward Valley have issued a call for people to come and defend Ward Valley. 

They are asking people to come for sustained, nonviolent, mass action. All 
actions will be under the guidance and direction of the tribes and elders. 

Check in at the Save Ward Valley office in Needles before heading to camp. 
Take interstate 40 to Needles, California. Exit at J Street. Go right on Broadway, 
then left on F Street. The office address is 107 F Street. 

For more information, call (760) 326-6267 or (415) 655-3475. 


Peoples' Movements vs. "Free" Trade 
Worldwide Conference • February Z3-Z5 


On February 18-27, hundreds of 
movements from around the world 
will meet in Geneva to establish a 
platform for action against trade liber- 
alization: the People's Global Action. 

The first big-scale action will be a 
wave of decentralized mobilizations 
and protests around the world paral- 
leling the Second Ministerial Confer- 


ence of the World Trade Organiza- 
tion, May 18-20. 

If you want more information 
about the conference, contact Play 
Fair Europe!, e.V., Turmstr. 3, 52072 
Aachen, Germany; +49-241-80 37 92, 
fax +49-241-88 88 394; 'e-mail: 
playfair@asta.rwth-aachen.de; http:/ 
/www.agp.org. 


Fund for Wild Nature 


A non-profit, tax-exempt foundation which funds 
research, education and literature projects. 
Funding proposals and donations can be sent to: 

POB 1657, Corvallis, OR 97339 



\ 


CONCERNED^ / 
SINGLES XJ- 
NEWSLETTER 

links compatible, 
socially conscious 
singles who care 
about the earth, 

_ the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide * All ages • Sinoe 1984 
Free Sample: Write Box 444-EF, 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242; 
call (413) 445-6309; 

r browse htlpi/Awww.concernedsinglee.com 


Git yer copy now! 


Earth First! 

Live in Texas, the first 13 years 


Spiral bound, 100s of pages, clippings, 
graphics, photos, cartoons. Send $10 to: 
Austin EF!, POB 7292, Austin, TX 78713 


NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION 

Headwaters Ancient Redwood Forest 
SUNDAY • MARCH 15 

ACTIONS AND RALLIES IN HUMBOLDT, 
SAN FRANCISCO, HOUSTON, 
WASHINGTON, DC, NEW YORK AND 
WHERE YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN! 

Think BIG ; these are BIG TREES 
contact: 707»825»8911 
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KEEP YA BUSY UNTIL SPRING 


The Big Wid Roadshow 


Democracy Teach-In 


The Big Wild Roadshow exposes 
the US Forest Service's policy of log- 
ging the last remaining roadless ar- 
eas of the Northern Rockies. The Big 
Wild of Central Idaho, also known 
as the Greater Salmon-Selway Eco- 
system, is home to some of the most 
pristine and remote wildlands left in 
the lower 48 states. The US Forest 
Service has been rapidly destroying 
irreplaceable habitat, while costing 
taxpayers millions. 

At the heart of the Greater Salmon- 
Selway Ecosystem is Cove/Mallard in 
Central Idaho. A six year-campaign 
has been waged to defend the area, 
including one of the longest forest 
blockades in US history. 

The Big Wild Roadshow ^features 
live acoustic music, video and slides. 
This multimedia presentation runs 
approximately one and a half hours 
and is followed by an open discus- 
sion. Two activists from Idaho, Josh 
Burnim and Martin Stephan, will talk 
about the many ways to get involved 
and help stop the destruction of our 
public lands. 

For more information or to book a 
show in your area, please contact Zan at 
Northern Rockies Preservation Project/ 
roadshow, POB 625, Boise, ID 83701; 
(208) 384-5776; nrpp@lesbois.com. 


FEBRUARY 

7 LaCrosse, WI, Purple Earth 
10 Oshkosh, WI, UW Oshkosh 

1 7 Ann Arbor, MI, Michigan 
Biodiversity Project 

18 Chicago, IL, The Autonomous 
Zone, 2012 N. Chicago Ave. 

19 Indianapolis, IN, Butler University 

22 Peoria, IL 

23 Bloomington, IN, Heartwood 

24 Cincinnati, OH, University of 
Cincinnati 

25 Richmond, IN, Earlham College 

26 Antioch, OH, Antioch College 
MARCH 

3-4 Hamilton, NY, Colgate University 
5 Syracuse, NY, Syracuse University 
7 Bar Harbor, ME 

10 Portland, ME, University of 
Southern Maine 

1 1 Lewiston, ME, Bates College 
Benjamin Mays Center, 7 p.m. 

12 Burlington, VT 

19 Brattleboro, VT, Teen Center 
22 North Hampton, MA, Fire & Water 
24 New York, NY, Wetlands Preserve 
APRIL-MAY 

The tour plans to head to the DC 
area, then on to North Carolina, Ten- 
nessee and Pennsylvania and finally 
back to Idaho by way of Utah and 
Orgeon. Call if you would like to help 
set up a show. 


Great Plains Restoration Council 

Up until now, talk of a Buffalo Commons has been just that: circles of 
academic talk. We can have wild, free-roaming bison, wolves and grizzlies; we 
can have justice and reparation for displaced Plains tribes; we can have clean, 
healthy and sustainable communities on the Great plains within our own 
lifetimes, but it will require a concerted, direct effort. 

The Great Plains Restoration Council is dedicated to the practical implemen- 
tation of the Buffalo Commons beginning our focus on the Southern Plains, the 
Dust Bowl area of most neglect and abuse. We have opened a new office in 
Albuquerque and seek volunteers in all capacities nationwide. 

Anyone interested in restoring wilderness to the grasslands is encouraged to 
contact us . We need help with grant writing and fundraising (with salary potential), 
computers, regional and national outreach, graphic design, photography and 
writing, intercultural programs, and spearheading a Southern Plains land trust. 

Interested parties please contact the Great Plains Restoration Council at POB 
717, Albuquerque, NM 87103; (505) 243-8321. 


1998 National Wilderness Conference 

Seattle, Washington • May 29-31 


You are invited to cosponsor the 
1998 National Wilderness Conference. 

The intent of the conference is to 
inspire and equip attendees to help 
secure lasting protection for the re- 
maining unprotected wilderness. 

Conference cosponsorship requires 
no financial obligations (although do- 
nations will not be refused). Confer- 
ence organizers will use the cosponsor 
list to publicize and gamer support for 
the conference from the public, me- 
dia, conservation groups and funders. 


To cosponsor, just contact Bob 
Freimark, The Wilderness Society, 
1424 4th Avenue, Suite 816, Seattle, 
WA 98101; (206) 624-6430; fax 624- 
7101; e-mail: freimark@ twsnw.org; 
http://www.speakeasy.org/~nwwpc. 

If you would like to influence the 
content and organization of the con- 
ference, indicate that when you leave 
a message about your co-sponsorship 
of the conference. We are moving on 
a fast track, but there are opportuni- 
ties to participate. 


Spring Break Action for Political Prisoners 



White House • March 27 


Jericho '98 will be a march on Wash- 
ington in support of political prison- 
ers and prisoners of war. It's a way to 
show the world that we demand free- 
dom for our sisters and brothers. 


We need your assistance and sup- 
port if we are to create a unified move- 
ment of liberation. For more infor- 
mation contact Jericho '98 at POB 
650, NY, NY 10009; (800) 426-5812. 


Everywhere • March 1-7 

Can we pursue democracy and social justice when corporations are allowed 
to control so much power and wealth? 

More and more folks have learned that the answer is no. 

Over the week of March 1-7, tens of thousands of students, faculty and 
workers will participate in Democracy Teach-Ins held at hundreds of universi- 
ties, colleges, schools and community centers across the continent. 

Students have learned that giant corporations are obstacles to social change in 
our struggles to reform education, expand civil rights, defend human rights, build 
the labor movement, and protect the environment. 

Following last year's highly successful Democracy Teach-Ins, new Teach-Ins are 
planned for March 1-7. Last fall, some 40 plus campuses and thousands of 
students across North America participated in a coordinated series of mass 
educational events and actions that exposed and explored how giant corpora- 
tions are ruining our educational system and our world at large. The new wave 
of Teach-Ins will be even larger and more organized. 

May 1 will be the May Day of Action Against Corporate Domination in which 
students and community members will use the tools and information they have 
learned at the Teach-Ins to take direct action against transnational corporate 
control of our communities and our society. 

For more information, contact the Democracy Teach-In Clearinghouse at 731 
State Street, Four Lakes, Madison, Wisconsin 53703; (617) 547-4953 or (608) 
262-9036; http://corporations.org/democracy. To get in the loop of the ongo- 
ing organizing for the Democracy Teach-In, subscribe to our listserv by sending 

the following message to: listproc@envirolink.org; subject: ; and in the 

body of the message: subscribe corporations «your e-mail address». 


Western Ancient Forest Conference 
Ashland, Oregon • February 13-15 


Headwaters' 7th Annual Western 
Ancient Forest Activists Conference 
takes place at Southern Oregon Uni- 
versity in Ashland. We'll be review- 
ing the successes and setbacks of 
1997 and planning future strategies. 

Specifically, we will be planning for 
the '98 elections and the next year of 
legislative battles. We'll have an up- 
date on the state of the grassroots 
forest activist movement, with repre- 
sentatives from across the West. 

Several intensive workshops will 
offer activists training sessions to im- 
prove our effectiveness. These will in- 
clude ecopsychology, media skills and 
strategies, computer (GIS) mapping, 


on-line networking, soil monitoring 
for activists, coalition building, and a 
workshop for board members of activ- 
ist organizations. 

Shorter sessions will include wilder- 
ness campaigns, federal forests, legis- 
lation (Zero Cut, Clean Water, ESA), 
legal (Option 9, ICBEMP), grazing, 
immigration, private lands protection 
strategies, direct action, corporate 
power, citizen ballot initiatives and a 
discussion on the culture of activist 
organizations. 

To receive more information about 
the conference, contact Headwaters at 
POB 729, Ashland, OR 97520; (541) 
482-4459; e-mail: headwtrs@mind.net. 


Join in Active Resistance 


One year ago the Active Resistance gathering took place in Chicago bringing 
together some 750 North American anarchists and revolutionaries from Earth 
First!, Food Not Bombs, Anti Racists Action, the Queer Youth Movement, Sister 
Subverter, Anarchist Black Cross, the Youth Liberation Movement, Love and 
Rage, the IWW, the Anti-Authoritarian Network of Community Organizers, the 
Network of Anarchist Collectives, the Animal Liberation Front, Social Ecolo- 
gists, the Squatters Rights Movement, solidarity movements with MOVE and 
Mumia Abu Jamal, Fred Hampton, Jr., the EZLN, Leonard Peltier and the 
American Indian Movement. 

A group of people have begun the 
process of organizing an Active Resis- 
tance gathering to be held this August 
in Toronto. 

This summer will be ripe for a cre- 
ative action against neoconservatism, 
neoliberalism and all other forms of 
oppression. All anarchists, revolu- 
tionaries, friends and allies are wel- 
come to join us this coming August. 

Please send information, requests, 
organizing and outreach ideas, work- 
shop topics, fundraising and activity 
suggestions, contact addresses, po- 
litical statements, letters of endorse- 
ment and structural comments to 
Active Resistance '98, POB 108, Sta- 
tion P, Toronto, Canada, MSS 2S8; 
resist@tao.ca. 


[1998 Slingshot Organizer 

What better time to get it together. 
What better way to leam. 

Only $5 (includes postage) 

Bulk: $3 each 
tor f ive or more copies 
(Includes postage) 



Send checks, etc. to: 
Slingshot Collective! 
3124 ShattuckAve 
Berkeley, CA 94705} 
510 - 540-0751 


email: resist@bum.ucsd.edu 

http://bum.ucsd.edu/~resistfelingshoLhtml 


February -March 1998 Earth First! Page 33 







BOOKS 


BUMPER 
STICKERS 


Send for a FREE copy of our 

COMPFETE MERCHANDISE CATALOG! 


All bumperstickers $1 
unless otherwise indicated 

•AMERICAN WILDERNESS: 

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE 
•ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 
•“ANTI-GRAZING ASSORTMENT” 

(on non-removable paper @ $3/doz) 

•COPULATE DON’T POPULATE 
•DARWIN (words inside fish w/ legs) 

•DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL 
•DON’T LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK 
•DREAM BACK THE BISON, SING BACK THE SWAN 
•EARTH FIRST! 

•END CORPORATE DOMINANCE 
•HAYDUKE LIVES! 

•I’D RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCHING 
•IF YOUR PECKER WAS AS SMALL AS MINE, 

YOU’D NEED A MUSCLE WAGON, TOO 
(on non-removable paper @ .50 ea) 

•I’M POLLUTING THE PLANET 

•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME A FATHER 

•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME ONE 

•MONKEYWRENCH THE MILLENNIUM 

•NATIVE (w/ blue and green earth graphic) 

•NATURE BATS LAST 

•NOT POLITICALLY CORRECT 

•PAY YOUR RENT, WORK FOR THE EARTH 

•QUESTION TFQHNOI DRY 


•QUESTION TECHNOLOGY 
•REAL MEN DON’T SHOOT WOLVES 
•REAL MEN GET VASECTOMIES 
•RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE 
•SAVE THE DAMMED SALMON 
•SAVE THE WILD 
•STOP CLEARCUTTING >, - 

•STOP CLEARCUTTING 
(on non-removable paper @ .50 ea) 
•STOP PUBLIC LANDS RANCHING ' 
•STOP THE FOREST SERVICE, 

SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 
•SUBVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIGM 
•THANK YOU FOR NOT BREEDING 
•THINK GLOBALLY, ACT LOCALLY 
•VISUALIZE INDUSTRIAL COLLAPSE 


v g | 

■ " WifEf. 


s JEWELRY 

Inch-long , highly detailed silver monkey- 
wrenches made by a movement artist who 
melts down silverware she liberates from 
the CEOs of multinational corporations. 

• Dangle earring — $12 each 

• Post earring — $10 each 

• Lapel pin/tie tack — $10 

• Pendant on silver chain — $15 

ie swan T-SHIRTS 

(All t-shirts are 100% cotton and available in medium, 
large and extra large. For XXL add an additional $3.) 

F Arm & Wrench 

Multi-color on Yellow/Gold — $15 

Earth First! Fist 

father Q reen on Unbleached — $12 
Black on Kelly Green — $12 
Multi-color on Black or Forest Green — $15 
Green with White on Black — $12 

Earth First! Tools 

Black on Unbleached — $12 

• SALE* Black on Blue or Tan — small only $6! 

lMn Furl/ina ( nmnmmico 




No Fucking Compromise 

White on Black— $12 

5'ifEagle 

Black on Unbleached — $12 

Visualize Direct Action 

Black and White on Unbleached — $12 


Fist Patch 

Quality 3-inch patches for your 
daypack, jacket or butt 
Earth First! Fist— $3 

Rubber Stamps 

Sturdy wood-block stamps 
made from unfinished scrap 
Earth First! Fist— $5 
Earth First! Tools — $5 


Fist Caps 

(100% cotton, adjustable) 
Desert Camo — $12 
Brown Forest Camo — $12 

•NEW •NEW •NEW • 

100% Hemp Cap 

Tan w /black & green 
embroidered fist— $14 


Silent Agitators 

Little 1.5-inch stickers good for 
your bike or your bulldozer 
Earth First! Fist—30/$2 
Earth First! Tools — 30/$2 
No Deal, Assholes — 30/$2 

Window Stickers 

3-inch stickers for high visability 

EF! FistA/$l • Anti-Grazing-8/$l 


Anarchist Farm 

By fane Doe. Fiction, 192 pages — $10 

The Big Outside 

A Descriptive Inventory of the Big 
Wilderness Areas of the United States 

By Dave Foreman & Howie Wolke. Maps, list of areas 
by size and state, 490 pages— $17 

Desert Solitaire 

A Season in the Wilderness 

By Edward Abbey. Nonfiction, 295 pages— $6 

EF! Direct Action Manual 

The antidote to despair! Over 150 pages on blockading 
tactics, techniques and devices to defend the Earth. 
Diagrams, forms, graphics, 154 pages— $8 

Earth First! Songbook 

77 songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info— $10 

ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood. Extensively 
revised, expanded third edition; 350 pages— $18 

Ecological Resistance Movements: 
The Global Emergence of Radical and 
Popular Environmentalism 

Edited by Bron Taylor. 422 pages — $20 

The End of Nature 

By Bill McKibben. 226 pages — $12 

Green Rage 

Radical Environmentalism and the 
Unmaking of Civilization 

By Christopher Manes. 291 pages — $15 

Grizzly Years 

In Search of the American Wilderness 

By Doug Peacock. -Photos, 375 pages — $13 

The Monkeywrench Gan? 

By Edward Abbey Fiction, 387 pages — $7 

Refuge 

An Unnatural History of Family and Place 

By Terry Tempest Williams. 304 pages— $12 

A Sand County Almanac 
with Essays on Conservation from 
Round River 

By Aldo Leopold. Special edition, 295 pages — $10 

Think Like a Mountain 

Towards a Council of All Beings 

By John Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming, Arne Naess. 
Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. 128 pages — $10 

Waste of the West 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs. Encyclopedic overview of grazing. 

Contact list, statistics, over 1,000 photos, cartoons, 
graphics, charts, maps. Large paperback, 602 pages — $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke. Ned Ludd Books, 240 pages — $15 


" _____ 

! EF! Merchandise Order Form 


I J_<i : 

I Quantity 


Description 


Clip and send to: EF! Merchandise, 
POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 
Color Size Price 



NAME. 


STREET 


TOTAL 


j CITY STATE ZIP COUNTRY add 

8 Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Call us at our new # (541) 344-8004 if you haven ’t received your order. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 


COUNTRY. 


foreign orders 
add 15% 
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ALL MUSIC AND MERCHANDISE PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING, HANDLING AND ROYALITY CHARGES 


iTchkung! 

Didjerido, samples, electronic 
noise, shouts, sequencing, 
toms, timbale, hubcap, 
washing machine tub, 12- 
gauge pump, big drums, flute, 
shanai, grinder, scrap metal, 
rants, bullshit, snare, 
doumbec(s), 40-gal. drums, 
nagara, lighting, violin, 
voice, o-daiko, moving 
image, harmonies, bass, sonic 
textures and electronics. 

"Post World Handbook" 
Dijamy, Crashing the System, 
Feral, Solidarity, Circus Loopis, 
Feral, Truckstop, Clearcut, Hall of 
the Khan CD — only $15 

If a Tree Falls 

John Trudell, Zero, Robert 
Hoyt, Joanne Rand, Bruce 
Cockburn, Hank Williams, Jr., 
Buffy Sainte-Marie, Dan 
Fogelberg, Jello Biafra & Mojo 
Nixon, The Tinklers, Darryl 
Cherney, Alice Di Micele, The 
Wyrd Sisters, Ferron and 
Rumors of the Big Wave! 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Jim Page 

A staple on the Northwest folk 
circuit for years and for good 
reason; the man can write. 
"More Than Anything Else In 
The World" A Sign of the Times, 
Valdez, Gays in the Military, 
Sinead, Bishop on the Run, Wages 
of History CD — $17 
"Whose World is This" Take 
Our Culture Back, Righteous, 
Beautiful Tear, Right to be Wrong 

CD— $17 

Darryl Cherney 

No one can create a campaign 
song as fast as Darryl. He's a 
campfire favorite. 

"Timber" Who Bombed Judi 
Bari?, Arizona Power Lines, Earth 
Night Action, Which Side Are 
You On? TAPE— $12 
"They Sure Don't Make 
Hippies Like They Used To!" 
Free the Dead, Spike a Tree For 
Jesus, We're All Dead Ducks, 
Xerox the Money TAPE — $12 
"I Had to Be Bom This 
Century" Earth First!, It's 
CAMP, Ballad of the BLM 
TAPE— $12 


Alice Di Micele 

Alice is arguably the 
Northwest's most talented 
singer/songwriter. Her voice and 
lyrics cut straight to your heart. 
"Naked" Trouble in Mind, Make 
it Last, The TV Song, Out of 
Control, Pretty Blue 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Searching" Defend the Earth, 
Land of Broken Promises, Lift Us 
Up TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Too Controversial" American 
Dream, I Won't Say Good-bye, 
Everybody Needs to be Free 
TAPE — $12 • CD— $17 
"It's a Miracle" All or Nothing, 
Not for Sale, The God in You, 
First Snow, The Beaver Song 
TAPE— $12 

"Make a Change" Let it Rain, 
Wise Old Woman, Dismantle, 
Leonard Peltier, In a Gentle Way 
TAPE— $12 

EXIT-1 3 

Green grindcore. Extreme noise 
that advocates monkeywrench- 
ing, vegetarianism and hemp. 
"Don't Spare the Green Love" 
Spare the Wrench Surrender the 
Earth, My Mind's Mine, Gaia 
CD— $12 

"Ethos Music" Earth First!, 
Only Protest Gives a Hope of 
Life, Reevaluate Life!, Disembow- 
eling Party CD — $12 

Robert Hoyt 

Robert’s constant touring 
schedule allows him to wow 
audiences across the country 
with his virtuoso guitar playing 
and homegrown lyrics. 
"Dumpster Diving Across 
America" Gasoline and Coffee, 
Trees, Quittin' Time, Hemlock 
Grove, Why Should I Care 
TAPE— $12 -CD— $17 
"As American As You" 

It's One of Ours, Enough, 
Shovelin' Mud, Apple Pie, Red 
Mud, Good Americans 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Greg Keeler 

Goofy, intelligent, country- 
western parody, Keeler's songs 
poke fun at everything worth 
poking fun at. 

"Enquiring Minds" An Excuse 
to Go Drinkin', House Husband 
Blues, Planet of Morons 
TAPE— $9 


"Post-Modem Blues" Lament of 
the Laundromat; P-U-B-L-I-C 
L-A-N-D-S; Swiss Army Beatitudes 
TAPE— $9 

"Bad Science Fiction" 

If Bears Could Whistle, Nuclear 
Waste Blues, Duct Tape Psalm 
TAPE— $9 

"Talking Sweet Bye & Bye" 
There’ll Come a Revolution, Ski 
Yellowstone, Death Valley Days, 
Idaho, Little Bitty Bugs 
TAPE— $9 

"Songs of Fishing, Sheep and 
Guns in Montana" Fossil Fuel 
Cowboy, Drinkin' My Blues Away 
TAPE— $9 

Joanne Rand 

Joanne’s strong and versatile 
voice climbs and dances 
through her powerful songs. 
"Choosing Sides" 

Koyaanisqatsi, Privileged Class, 
Our Children's Children, I Love It 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Home" I'll Be Washed Away, 
Home, Blood Red, Radiation on 
My Windshield, Eyes Like Salmon 
TAPE— $12 

"The Monkey Puzzle" (with 
The Little Big Band) Earth My 
Body, Wolf at the Door, South 
End Story, Song for No One 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Dana Lyons 

Dana is one of the most 
popular musicians in the 
movement. His soulful voice 
and dexterous guitar convey a 
powerful, humorous, message 
about the state of our world. 
"Cows with Guns" 

Cows with Guns (#1 Smash 
Hit!), Song for Rod Coronado, 
Prayer for This Land, Native 
Forest Song, Geronimo 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Turn of the Wrench" Cry of 
the Forest, Dancing in the Dirt, 
TV God, I Saw Blood 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Animal" RV, I Am an Animal, 
Building One in My City, I Saw 
His Body, Timebomb, The Tree 
TAPE— $12 

"At Night they Howl at the 
Moon — Environmental Songs 
for Kids" (with John Seed) 
Willy the Wombat, The Tree, We 
Don't Want to Live in the Zoo, 
Expanding Universe 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 


Peg Millett 

Longtime EF! activist and 
convicted monkeywrencher, Peg 
has one of the most beautiful 
voices you'll ever hear. 

"Clear Horizon" Live Like a 
Prayer, Living Planet, Testimony, 
Walk this Trail 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Gentle Warrior" What's Left 
of the West, Forever Wild, High 
Plateau, There is Power, 

Wild Things TAPE-$12 

Ned Mudd and 
his Rustic Band 

Ned's music is neither 
technically nor politically 
correct. Many of the songs were 
recorded in a burned-out 
warehouse; but, hey, they 
sound great! 

•NEW* " f.u.b.a.r. america" 
(with the Blacklight Sombreros) 
Ridin' with the Devil, Alabama 
(N. Young's Lament), Anesthesia, 
Copperhead in the Kitchen, 
Cybershit CD — only $15 
"Fine Time in America" 
Suburbia Blues, Nation of 
Sheep, Vacation from the Rest of 
the World TAPE — only $8 

Casey Neill 

With inspiring, earthy lyrics 
and Celtic/punk/folk guitar, 
Casey is an EF! favorite. 

•NEW* "Casey Neill" 

Double Dutch, Mayday, Another 
Point of View, Breathe Life, From 
the Yardarms CD — $17 
"Pawprints" All My Relations, 
Naked Underneath Your Clothes, 
Resistance!, The Power, G.O.P. 
TAPE— $12 

"riffraff" Disorder, Dancing on 
the Ruins (of Multinational 
Corporations), Flaming Arrows, 
The Codfisher, riffraff 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Walkin' Jim 
Stoltz 

Walkin' Jim's deep, powerful 
voice and wilderness-inspired 
lyrics will send shivers down 
your spine. 

"The Vision" The Food Chain 
Song, Wild Wind, Thinking Like 
a Mountain, Way Out West 
TAPE— $9 


"A Kid for the Wild" Manfred 
the Mopey Moose, Ain't Easy 
Bein' an OT Grizzly Bear, If I 
Were a Tree TAPE — $9 
"Forever Wild" 1 Walk with 
the Old Ones, Green and Grow- 
ing, Wolf Song, Just a Part of 
A the Sky TAPE— $9 

1 ^ 



Keep It Wild! 

14 songs from seven of our 
favorite EF! musicians: Darryl 
Cherney, Alice Di Micele, 

Robert Hoyt, Dana Lyons, 

Casey Neill, Peg Millett and 
Joanne Rand. Mixed by Robert 
Hoyt, designed by EF!ers and 
packaged in recycled pulp with 
vegetable ink. What more 
could ya want? 

"Keep It Wild!" The Beaver 
Song, Flaming Arrows, Live Like 
a Prayer, Remember Me, Earth 
First!, Quittin' Time, Turn of the 
Wrench, Radiation oh My 
Windshield, Defend the Earth, 

TV God, Dancing on the Ruins 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Tree 

Throb and thrash to the 
passion of Tree. Their hard-core 
version of reality is sure to 
warp yours! 

"Earth First! Profits Last!" 
Freedom Rock, Squatters Rights, 
Negative Hippie, Question Abuse, 
Don't Chop Me Down 
TAPE— only $7 

Timothy Hull 

An uplifting travelog of 
environmental activism, 
Timothy's music invokes the 
spirit of the wild. 

"Brightness on Brightness" 
Brightest Angel, Twilight Songs, 
Tough Reckoning, No Destina- 
tions, My Shirt CD — $17 
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Ogoni Under Fire 

SffSLl ON fi/lKTH 


by Nick Jukes 

News of a further clamp down in 
Ogoni should come as no surprise to 
observers and activists used to the 
cynical disregard for the environment 
and human rights acted out by 
transnationals and the governments 
they support. It is business as usual 
for those in power, despite the mur- 
der of 2,000 Ogonis by the Shell Oil- 
backed Nigerian military regime and 
the internationally condemned ex- 
ecutions of Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight 
colleagues. Another 21 Ogonis are 
being held in prison on the same false 


charges that led to the murder of 
Saro-Wiwa, and the conditions in 
Ogoni have worsened. Shell now 
plans to resume its piracy of oil in 
Ogoni against the wishes of the 
people, and the Abacha regime is 
plotting to succeed itself in a still- 
born transition to democracy. 
Shell's Political Influence 
The laws under which Shell operates 
in Nigeria are unjust and brutally re- 
pressive: Military decrees have stripped 
people of their fundamental rights to 
freedom of speech and assembly. 

continued on page 16 


Strip Mining Blockaded in Ohio 


preparations for a stripmine. Positioning our steel-pipe lockboxes, four brave 
defenders locked down only minutes before the police entered the site to patrol 


by Josh Raisler Cohn and Whaley Mander 

In the predawn ljours, two vans cruised down a road with their lights off, slowing 
to a halt. Fifteen sleepy forest defenders piled out and scrambled up the steep 
embankment, disappearing into the woods. Our scouts had informed us that a 
police car was 100 meters from the first dozer, guarding the gate, but the site was 
free of security, free for the taking. In we trudged, lockboxes over our shoulders in 
the glow of a nearly full moon. 

The activists crept down the last hill and slithered through the mud to the 
dozers, tingling with joy at the prospect of shutting down the day's work of 


with a foreman. Two support folks and a peacekeeper were immediately 
arrested, not being attached to anything, and led off the site. They were soon 
released, and this interaction allowed time for the rest of the eco-warriors to 
scamper away, crossing the blue property lines that marked safety. 

Sounds like Cascadia? Maybe Cove-Mallard or Headwaters? No, this is the 
Wayne National Forest in southeast Ohio. This is a ravaged land, clearcut 

continued on page 25 


Maheshwar 

Dam Stopped 

On February 2, a dramatic midnight announcement of capitulation by the state 
government of Madhya Pradesh, India ended the protest occupation of the 
Maheshwar dam site. The site of the enormous hydropower project had been 
occupied by thousands of demonstrators since January 11, and an indefinite fast 
had started on January 26 by area residents worried that their land and homes 
would be submerged and that environmental impacts on the region would be 
severe and irreversible. 

The Maheshwar dam would have been part of the Narmada Valley Develop- 
ment Project, which proposes 30 large, 135 medium-sized and 3,000 small dams 
in the valley. The Maheshwar dam alone would submerge very fertile tracts of 
cotton, chili and wheat as well as 61 villages with a combined population of 
100,000. Though the environmental implications were far reaching and fear- 
some, the environmental impact studies and mitigation plans were confiden- 
tial and not publicly available. In fact, there was no public process for input on 
the project whatsoever. 

During the last year, the peoples' movement Narmada Bachao Andolan (Save 
Narmada Movement) has been organizing the affected villagers. On October 3, 
1997, the people staged a massive rally of about 10,000 calling for a work 
stoppage and review of the project in consultation with the people. Instead, the 
company sped up work. In response the people began their occupation of the 
work site. The police sealed roads to try and prevent the occupation, but the 
villagers reached the site by darting from their villages in the middle of the 
night, using little-known pathways. 

On the evening of January 30, even as the news spread in the submergence 
area that the government had almost accepted the demands, thousands of 
people poured into the occupation site. As the night wore on, the crowd swelled 



Ten Thousand people mobilized to shut down Maheshwar Dam. 


from 3,000 to more than 8,000. At midnight, the Deputy Chief Minister of 
Madhya Pradesh came to the dam site and made the official announcement, 
accompanied by written government orders. 

The government accepted all of the protesters' demands, ordering the 
stoppage of work and a total review of the project. The Energy Department 
was also ordered to stop work on the project's massive land acquisition. The 
task force set up to review the dam consists of government agents, indepen- 
dent experts and representatives of the Narmada Bachao Andolan. One such 
representative, Ms. Medha Patkar, said the victory would send a strong 
message "to Indian and foreign corporations that privatization will not be 
accepted on their terms. The people will decide how development proceeds 
in the Narmada Valley." 


photo courtesy of International Rivers Network 
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* Screw 
Wool 

woo -woo (wii wii) [abbrev. woo]; 1. A label for inauthentic 
spirituality. 2. The act of spiritual colonialism. adj.;l.An imposing 
form of ritual. 2. A reflection of the new age movement gone sour. 

You hold hands in a circle while the incense smokes and 
crystals dangle, feeling the energy flow as its karmic rhythm 
brings you to the next level of enlightenment to save our 
planet. Yours for only $19.95!... or the dozer is punching 
roads through a forest, millenniums old, and tambourines 
rattle, dancers begin to swirl... and your lunch rises to your 
throat, while rude thoughts about what to really do with 
that freshly mined crystal fill your aura. Many of us have 
had similar encounters on the front lines and at the fire 
circle, fueling the debate about who and what is woo. 

The woo label, said to be birthed by the beer-stained lips 
of the Earth First! old guard, is often used to mock a 
mutated form of spirituality that reminds us of the scary 
religions imposed on us as children. Yet the "vibes" cast by 
woo cause us to question the very concept of spirituality, 
forcing determinations about what has the genuine stamp 
of holy approval. I did some movement research and 
found vast differences between people's views on woo. To 
some, woo symbolizes spirituality, while to most it's an 
outright joke. 

Humor often rises where there is confusion or anxiety. 
Woo, in all good fun, jabs at our spiritual existence. Since 
our long lineage of spiritual tradition has been fractured by 
conquest and oppression, many of us flounder to define 
our spirituality, often by laughing off what we consider 
false or misguided. Yet this comic relief casts judgement on 
a wide variety of beliefs, further confusing the difference 
between woo and "authentic" spirituality. Its power as a 
label hides the reality that beyond woo there is a powerful 
spirituality that lies at the roots of our existence. 

Should we define politically correct spirituality at the 
next Earth First! Rendezvous? A crusty Cascadian guru 
once said, "One person's woo, is another's spirituality." I 
imagine the movement's effort to consense on a definition 
would inevitably end up in a chicken fight. Instead, I see 
our spirituality as individually defined through personal 
experience, much in the same way we choose our own 
tactics to defend the earth. When in doubt, listen to the 
elders, seek out your own roots or just cast a spell for 
society's collapse and galactic peace. 


I'm hell bent on getting beyond the negative implica- 
tions of woo to discuss the inextricable connection be- 
tween spirituality and our resistance. Our work as eco- 
activists in defending the Earth is largely physical; the 
body between the saw and the tree, the debates and 
incessant rallies, the monkeywrench to the machine. I 
talked with a wise Kalapooya woman, Carol Logan, about 
the state of the EF! movement. She believes that the 
resistance at Warner Creek, an area sacred to her people, 
was a success because we incorporated both the physical 
and the spiritual. By recognizing the "old ways," we 
liberate them from dormancy. Through ceremonies led 
by local Native Americans, hunger strikes, nonviolent 
direct action, prayer and magic, the area was defended. 
Currently at Ward Valley, the Colorado River Native 
Nations Alliance has announced a spiritual occupation of 
the area. So far, it has been spared from radioactive waste 
dumping, and Bureau of Land Management law enforce- 
ment has withdrawn. I do not consider these powerful 
actions woo, and I think campaigns are stronger when we 
use more than physical tactics. 

I believe that spirituality largely defines our morality. As 
Earth warriors, we revere this planet as sacred and all-giving. 
In opposition to the forces of mass destruction, we make the 
obvious moral decision to defend her. Yet do we respond to 
utter violence with nonviolence or more violence, use a 
monkeywrench or a lock box, scream raunchy rants or 
strategic political chants? Our responses vary because of our 
different views and experiences. Accordingly, we have 
opposing views on morality which reflect our spiritual 
diversity. It is possible that by accepting the diversity within 
the collective whole, we will be able to effectively revolt 
against the atrocities of fundamental society. For those of 
you who laugh, envisioning us holding hands in a circle 
while swaying to revolutionary mantras, for the sake of our 
movement and for the sake of the Earth think harder, think 
deeper. 

Those who are frustrated by ineffectiveness and ongoing 
debates, take heart, because these are the growing pains of 
our resistance. We are privileged to have open discussion 
on differences of opinion. Soon enough, we will be faced 
with revolution in North America and our movement 
cannot continue to be paralyzed by debates of theory and 
tactics. It is this very paralysis that allows government and 
industry to laugh all the way to the killing field, while we 
fumble over how to stop them. Separating our spirituality 
from our lives and actions perpetuates division and strains 
our participation in mass change. The cultivation of our 
spirituality, outside the confines of woo, will give us 
strength as a movement to overcome the stagnation of our 
tactics, and to thrive by the power of Earth. 

— AllisoneLunn 


by Faith Walker 

is deposited into its own private tub. Every one to two 
weeks she hops around to each tadpole and lays unfertil- 
ized eggs, which are devoured. Meanwhile, other frogs use 
the leaf axils for bathing. However, a tadpole sensing an 
approaching frog goes into frenzy, believing its mother has 
come to deliver huevos rancheros. The unsuspecting frog, 
who backs into the water for its 30-minute bath, discovers 
the tadpole thwaping against its legs. Frogs apparently find 
this disturbing. They carefully inspect axils first, and if 
there's any sign of a tadpole, move onto the next one. 
species slather horizontal leaf surfaces with seminal This is the only frog species known to feed 

fluid and, after winning wrestling matches with rivals, Jsmsk * ts °ff s P rin g<' most simply lay eggs and 
mate with females atop them . Fathers-to-be visit the leave. The use of eggs as food for young is 

eggs daily to keep them moist. In the meantime, a common practice among Animalia. For 

they creep around, eating other males' eggs to jp insta nce, the intrauterine and intracapsular 

ensure that proportionally more of their young l arvae of black salamander, and many proso- 

survive and causing brooding females to be- m branch molluscs, feed on nutritive eggs. The 

come receptive to mating sooner. Eggs that poison arrow frog, however, is the first verte- 

survive this caviar festival become tadpoles ■■ ’"’fJnsSI brate known to regularly produce and transport 
in 10 to 12 days. v '~ y-JPfr.. M eggs to free-living young. It is similar only to the 

The female carries tadpoles one by one on her \ soc * a * Hymenoptera (honeybees and ants) who of- 

back to a water-filled bromeliad leaf axil, where each r ten use eggs as food for offspring or colony members. 




auna Q^abaia 

Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious art. 

Poison-arrow frogs ( Dendrobates pumilo) throw their ba- 
bies in with the bath water. Males of this South American 
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Define One Corporation, Define 


’Em All 


by Jane Anne Morris ©1998 

A third of your friends are locked down in an old- 
growth grove or at a corporate headquarters with 
law enforcement officers rubbing pepper spray in 
their eyes. Another third are preparing testimony 
so they can be persuasive at a generic regulatory 
agency while begging for enforcement of a tiny 
portion of our laws. The last third are trying to raise 
money to pay lawyers to get your friends out of jail 
(after they've been released from the hospital) or 
take the regulatory agency to court (after it refuses 
to enforce the law). 

The pepper spray, groveling and money-grub- 
bing might not be so bad if we could honestly say 
that the Earth is better off today than it was four 
years ago. I can't honestly say that. This diatribe is 
an effort to insinuate some elements 
into the debate. 

Many of our groups are organized to 
save wolves, butterflies, trees, prairie flow- 
ers, rivers, deserts or estuaries. But corpo- 
rate executives don't organize to destroy 
wolves, butterflies, flowers or estuaries. 

Nor do they organize to pollute the air, 
spoil the rivers or promote five-legged 
frogs. This asymmetry should give us 
pause as we try to understand why cor- 
porations are on a roll while we're stuck 
in a feedback loop. 

Corporate strategy leverages their 
power; their efforts reinforce and mag- 
nify each other. Our strategy splits our 
resources and dissipates our power. Cor- 
porate strategy aims to increase the power 
that corporations have over people. 

When a single corporation gets a victory, it helps all 
other corporations, too. They all have more power, 
and people have less. 

Some think that this fracturing results from not 
being organized enough or not being organized right. 
This opens the door for endless bickering about whether 
we should organize by bioregion or by article of 
clothing, by species or by chemical, by issue or by 
occupation. Either way, we're still fractured. Mean- 
while, what are corporate people doing? 

Every few years corporate lobbyists make a quiet 
pilgrimage to state legislatures to make changes in the 
corporate code, the law that creates and defines corpo- 
rations. There are no banners, no mock barrels of toxic 
waste, no lock-downs, no buckets of guts. Legislators 
offer no resistance, and non-corporate human citizens 
don't even raise an eyebrow. It is a free lunch for 
corporate management. 

Citizen activists "working within the system" are 
elsewhere, engaged in regulatory agency marathons 
where they will spend years or decades preparing 
testimony, hiring experts, paying lawyers and urging 
people to attend hearings and write letters to unre- 
sponsive bigshots. 

While corporations use tax-deductible funds to fill 
the airwaves and newspapers with self-serving propa- 
ganda, citizen activists dress up as animals to get a 
moment on TV or a two-line caption in a newspaper. 


There is an unspoken agreement, evidently, that 
citizen activists will limit ourselves to two venues — 
the regulatory playpen (which was designed to 
neutralize our input) and direct action (which main- 
stream media corporations will ignore, exaggerate 
and distort). 

It's as though a spell has been cast over corporate 
law, protecting it from the eyes of citizen activists who 
never think of reading it or rewriting it. Corporate 
representatives do not feel constrained in this way. 
Nothing is too destructive, too audacious, too outra- 
geous for them to attempt. After all, they have most of 
us believingin the idea that corporations have "rights." 

Why would activists want to bother with corpo- 
rate law? 

At regulatory agencies corporate persons (that is, 
corporations) have constitutional rights to due-pro- 


cess and equal protection that human persons do not. 
Corporate law proclaims that corporations are legal 
constitutional "persons" with rights to due process 
and equal protection before the law for their "private 
property," privacy and free speech, among others. 

Corporate law requires corporations to maximize 
profits to stockholders and externalize costs onto 
society and future generations. Corporate law allows 
corporations to evade liability by hiding in a maze of 
subsidiaries, freeing stockholders of liability. It defines 
corporations as entities that can divvy up their assets 
and then decide to go out of business to avoid respon- 
sibility for the consequences of their actions. This 
corporate law is not hidden away in sacred texts under 
a rock somewhere. It is in the same law books that 
contain the regulatory law we have practically memo- 
rized. In fact, the provisions of corporate law insure 
that regulatory law will regulate citizen input instead 
of corporate behavior. As long as we persist in leaving 
corporate law to the corporate lawyers, the conse- 
quences will continue to be devastating. 

Campaign reform efforts will be constipated and 
trivial as long as we accept corporations as partici- 
pants in the democratic process with First Amend- 
ment rights. Public opinion will continue to be 
swayed by corporate fairy tales as long as we accept 
that corporations can buy off potential opposition 
with strategic charitable, civic and "educational" 


contributions. Human persons will have to continue 
to have to fight for "standing" to participate in the 
democratic process as long as we accept the law that 
defines corporations as constitutional "persons." 

Corporate law — defining law, as opposed to regula- 
tory law — bestows upon corporations powers and 
rights that exceed those of human persons and 
sometimes of governments as well. It seems pretty 
obvious, then, that we need to rewrite the defining, 
laws. Sooner or later we come up against the claim 
that all this stuff about "rights" and so on is just too 
legalistic. None of us wants to be involved in narrow 
and excessively legalistic strategies. 

However, a glance through any EF! Journal will 
confirm that we're constantly dealing with the law, 
whether we're filing testimony or engaged in direct 
action. As long as we're in the legal arena, we might 
as well be dealing with defining law and not 
the regulatory frufru that distracts us. 

Here is one cluster of ideas for rewriting 
the defining law of corporations. It's not a 
three-point plan, and it's not the begin- 
ning of a 20-point plan — just some ideas to 
think about. 

1 . Prohibit corporations from owning stock 
in other corporations. Owning stock in other 
corporations enables a corporation to con- 
trol huge markets and shift responsibility, 
liability, resources, assets and taxes back and 
forth among parent corporations, subsidiar- 
ies and other members of their unholy fami- 
lies. By defining corporations in such as a 
way to prohibit such ownership, much of 
the antitrust regulatory law becomes unnec- 
essary and superfluous. 

2. Prohibit corporations from being able 
to choose when to go out of business (in legalese, no 
voluntary dissolution). This would prevent corpo- 
rations from dissolving themselves when it came 
time to pay taxes, repay government loans, pay 
creditors, pay pensions, pay for health care and pay 
for toxic cleanups. 

3. Make stockholders liable for a corporation's debts. 
People who want to be stockholders would reallocate 
their resources to corporations that they knew some- 
thing about, that weren't engaged in risky, toxic 
projects. (This would encourage local, sustainable 
businesses and healthy local economies. Imagine that.) 

These three measures might seem "unrealistic" to 
some, but it beats the heck out of a voluntary code of 
conduct or a wasted decade at a regulatory agency. All 
three of these provisions were once common features of state 
corporate codes. No wonder corporate apologists prefer 
that we hang around in the regulatory agencies with 
our heads spinning with parts-per-million and habitat 
conservation plans. 

These three measures were quite effective, which is 
why corporate lawyers worked so hard to get rid of 
them. But they address only a tiny portion of what 
needs to be done. 

Here's another cluster of ideas for ways to shape a 
democratic process. 

continued on page 26 



Letters to the 'Editors 


From: The Kingdom of Hawai'i, 
Sovereign Nation of God 
To: Earth First! 

The Royal House of Akahi now 
makes this Proclamation; His 
Majesty Akahi Nui, King of the 
Islands and Kingdom of Hawai'i 
shall be Crowned into Service, 
on the Twelfth Hour of the 
Twenty-Second Day of the Sec- 
ond Month of the Holy Year of 
the Almighty Creator, One Thou- 
sand Nine Hundred and Ninety 
Eight, followed by a Private Re- 
ception on the Three-O'clock 
Hour of the Twenty-Third Day. 

You are Hereby Cordially In- 
vited to Attend the Coronation, 
Crowning and Reception of His 


Royal Highness Majesty Akahi Nui. 

RSVP 

— Kingdom of Hawai'i 
POB 2845, Wailuku, 
Mokupuni O Maui, Hawai'i 96793 

Dear EF: 

Your recent article ("Uncle 
Sam's Bloody Hands," Brigid '98) 
referred to the federal 
government's predator control 
program as Wildlife Services. It is 
true that the feds changed their 
name in 1997 from Animal Dam- 
age Control to Wildlife Services, 
but we are under no obligation to 
use that name and participate in 
their little charade. 

Calling this heinous program 


(Eld nice and neat and under 300 words, we’re sure.) 


"Wildlife Services" is like calling 
Hitler's extermination program 
"Jewish Services." Words have 
power. ADC's name change is 
part of an orchestrated P.R. cam- 
paign to give the program a mod- 
ern, less negative image. Let's not 
buy into their fraud. 

Wildlife Damage Review has 
been working to expose and stop 
Uncle Sam's war on wildlife since 
199 1 . If you'd like more informa- 
tion about ADC or about our fall 


conference, please write to us at 
PO Box 85218, Tuscon, Arizona 
85754. 

— Patricia Wolff 

Subject: Car Bomb Article 
I just read your article about 
the car bomb planted in an Earth 
Firstler's vehicle. The question I 
have is, why is an Earth Firstler 
driving?!?! And on top of that 
the article mentioned a frame, a 
car with a frame is obviously not 



or even something that gets good 
gas mileage like a Geo Metro. We 
must think about the message we 
send, how can we badmouth log- 
ging companies and industry while 
driving around in a beat up '76 
Dodge Dart. Get rid of your cars! 
Don't even ride a bike, think of the 
rubber processing plant that made 
the tires, think of the mining that 
had to occur for the steel. If you 
have to move walk. Also get rid of 
your clothes, millions of innocent 
cotton plants are picked each year 
for your T-shirt. Stop the vegetar- 
ians, don't they know the plants 
they eat have feelings?!?! Hell, I 
guess it all boils down to killing 
yourself, if you love your mother 
earth you'll do it. 

Peace, man! 

— Ben 

continued on page 28 
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UN Hears Big Mtn. Resisters 

The grievous struggle of the Dineh 
(Navajo) people at Big Mountain/Black 
Mesa, Arizona, is finally being investi- 
gated by the United Nations! On Febru- 
ary 2 and 3, Mr. Abdelfattah Amor of the 
UN Commission on Human Rights heard 
testimonyon the Dineh 's charges against 
the US government of forced relocation, 
suppression of traditional religious prac- 
tices and environmental degradation of 
Dineh lands by Peabody Coal Co. 

The UN hearings resulted from a 
complaint filed by the Dineh in 1996 
charging the federal government with 
human rights violations. The hearings 
are an attempt to pressure the US gov- 
ernment to repeal laws that have legal- 
ized livestock confiscation, outlawed 
any home improvement and construc- 
tion on Dineh homes, and denied the 
people access to water and firewood. 

Mr. Amor and visiting non-govem- 
mental organizations heard the testi- 
mony of Dineh elders, who gave their 
accounts of forced eviction, demolition 
of their peoples' homes and harassment 
by the US Bureau of Indian Affairs. El- 
ders from the neighboring Hopi reserva- 
tion verified many of these statements 
and gave their own testimonies, espe- 
cially accounts of the increasing scarcity 
of water due to diversions for mining by 
Peabody Coal. The Hopi elders also pub- 


that the destruction of the environ- 
ment is a direct reflection of the destruc- 
tion of our lives! A perfect example is 
the mudslide that occurred December 
31, 1996, less than a quarter mile from 
where I sit, the direct result of logging by 
Pacific Lumber. This torrent of mud and 
debris destroyed seven homes in the 
town of Stafford, directly below me, 
and now threatens even more. 

We are demanding that all 60,000 
acres of Headwater's forest be saved. 
No Compromise! No Deal! We are 
demanding that every last old-growth 
tree be saved from the saw, including 
Luna. We are demanding that pristine 
areas, watersheds and critical habitat 
for threatened and endangered spe- 
cies be placed off-limits to logging! 
We are demanding that they respect 
people's homes and lives and cease all 
cutting on steep, unstable slopes! This 
is our world, and we have every right 
to make these demands. 

I refuse to pass this legacy of self- 
destruction onto future generations. 
This is what our fight is about. So, I'm 
going to continue to cross their lines, 
to trespass. There are important, sa- 
cred, beautiful things behind their lines. 
On their side they hold nothing sacred 
and nothing dear; so I'm going to con- 
tinue to break through their barricades 
Stafford ridge and learned to climb on and take back and reclaim what is! 
this gigantic 1,000-year old tree called Thus ends this chapter of the beauti- 
"Luna." I spent the next six days in her ful, organic, magical story of Luna. Her 
branches learning the life of tree sitting, story is merely a small part of the struggle 


by Julia Butterfly Hill 

On August 18, 1996, my 
head collided with a steer- 
ing wheel, dislodging my 
skull, damaging my brain 
and body, and changing 
the course of my life for- 
ever. Almost a year later, I 
headed West, following 
my spirit to an unknown 
destination. At the time, I 
thought my journey 
would lead me out of the 
country. However, when 
I entered the great majes- 
tic cathedral of the red- 
wood forest for the first 
time, I dropped to my 
knees and began to cry 
because I was so over- 
whelmed by the wisdom, 
energy and spirituality 
housed in these holiest of 
temples. I knew I had 
found what my spirit 
yearned for. 

I spent a little over a 
month hiking and absorb- 
ing the beauty of the incredible Lost 
Coast of Northern California. During 
a re-supply trip in Garberville, I met a 
volunteer for the Environmental Pro- 
tection Information Center who told 
me about the plight of Headwaters 
forest. I went back to Fayetteville, Ar- 
kansas, where I had my wreck, settled 
my lawsuit, sold everything I owned, 
said my good-byes and came back West 
determined to help. 

Upon reaching Areata, I called 
basecamp to get specific directions. 
After two hours of calling, I finally got 
through to someone only to find out 
that, "Basecamp is closing, we don't 
need you." I was given the media of- 
fice number, only to have the same 
words repeated. I told the voice on the 
other end that I felt compelled to be 
here doing anything at all in the fight. 
He told me that there was an anti- 
pepper spray rally in Eureka and gave 
me directions on how to get there. 
Approximately 45 minutes later, my 
worn body and backpack were part of 
the growing crowd. During the course 
of the day, several people asked where 
I was from and what my plans were. 
Everyone of them answered almost 
exactly the same, "Yeah, basecamp is 
closing — they really can't use you." A 
brother by the name of Shakespeare 
overheard one of my conversations 
and took it upon himself to make sure 
that I made it to basecamp anyway. He 
told me that even though it was clos- 
ing, basecamp was the best place for 
me to get plugged in. I spent the next 
three days wandering around the camp 
trying to figure out who the right 
people to talk to were and how to plug 
in. One day, a man named Almond 
was enlisting people to sit in a tree 
called Luna. I volunteered my services, 
excited to at last be doing something. 
Two days later, I hiked to the top of the 


land dispute, which was manufactured 
by the US government and energy cor- 
porations in an effort to prevent solidar- 
ity among the Hopi and Dineh. More 
info at (520) 226-9109; web site: http:/ 
/www. solcommunications.com. 


Perched 180-feet high in Luna, Julia is completely at home. 


Radioactive Pigeons 

In February, the British government 
announced a ten-mile exclusion zone 
for handling of radioactive pigeons in 
the Sellafieid area. Concurrently, Green- 
peace called on the government to turn 
down British Nuclear Fuel's (BNFL) ap- 
plication to increase discharges of radio- 
activity in the environment. Already, 
radioactive lobsters, seagulls and sea- 
weed have been found in the area. In a 
bizarre press release, the Ministry of Ag- 
riculture warned locals not to handle, 
slaughter or consume pigeons near the 
area. BNFL research shows that a person 
who consumes the breast meat of as few 
as six birds would receive a full year’s 
radiation dosage. BNFL's application for 
increased discharges would perpetuate 
its dumping of liquid waste at sea. 

Crop Circles Appear 
at Eco- Action Sites 

Activists have confirmed the mysteri- 
ous appearance of crop circles at two 
distinct sites of massive Earth First! resis- 


"Luna and I stand together 
in defiance of the destructive practices of 
corporate greed and paid-off politicians." 


When Luna came under attack in to save our Mother Earth and, thus, 
early December, Almond and I decided ourselves. Luna's story is about unity 
to hold down the fort. Two weeks turned amidst adversity, perseverance through 

into three and after three I thought, torture, and the willingness to stand tall 
"I'm so close to a month I might as well for what is right, true and good, 
stay. " As I sit here writing this by candle- [Ed. note: The tree sit began on October 
light, I am on day 79 of living and loving 5, 1 997, with activists taking turns occu- 

on Luna. She and I have become one in pying Luna. Julia began her turn on De- 
a way I never thought possible. We have cember 1 0 and as this issue goes to print 
stood together through the sadness of she is still holding on strong.] 

watching giant elders smash 

into the ground; through Pa- fc: 1 

cific Lumber's deputized 

climber cutting our lines to B MpS. / ~ 

other trees; through a siege by KailT/ 

Pacific Lumber security to try h'T/ 
and starve me down; and 

through some of the worst ^ 

storms in recent California his- 
tory. With the love, unity and 

support of some incredible in- V! 

dividuals (many of whom I've Jj 

never even seen), our occu- 

pation of this hillside is now - rSL A 

closing in on 200 days of open - 
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of bent English platatain and wild oats 
appeared along a steep, weed-covered 
construction embankment adjacent to 
the Laguna Canyon Toll Road in South- 

H California on March 9, 1996. This 
> not longafter the completion of the 
road when the ground swell of com- 
nity resistance to the destruction of 
canyon fell by the wayside. 

Crop circle formations also emerged 
in wheat and barley fields at East Dean 
in Hampshire, England on the siteofthe 
M-3 motorway extension through 
Twyford Down on July 24, 1992. The 
circles measured a remarkable 360 feet 
and 170-feet across. They were recog- 
nized not long after hundreds of people 
were arrested for occupying the site and 
the motorway was built 
Crop circles are a worldwide phe- 
nomenon. It is believed that crop circles 
emanate from an omniscient and infi- 
nite intelligence and reflect the focus 
of our collective: consciousness and 
the attention of our concerns. 


Riding El Nino's storms with style! 
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Headwaters HCP Looming 


By Hugh Morose 

Rain drips from the sky virtually 
every day and night this time of year 
in Humboldt County, California. From 
the South Fork of the Eel to the Kla- 
math, rivers run chocolate brown, 
bearing tons of silt and mud washed 
down from failing roads and crum- 
bling hillsides upstream. Only a few 
scattered creeks run clear as the rain 
comes down, their steep banks shaded 
by old-growth redwood and Douglas 
fir, spared from the chainsaws and 
bulldozers for another season. 

The ancient groves of Headwaters 
forest still stand, far removed from the 
political and financial maelstrom that 
holds their future in limbo. After an- 
other year of actions, rallies, lobbying, 
lawsuits, advances and retreats, Head- 
waters remains caught in an argument 
between politicians looking to shore 
up their shoddy environmental cre- 
dentials and ruthless financial manipu- 
lators who just want to make another 
few hundred million bucks. Meanwhile, 
a broad-based popular movement con- 
tinues to demand that this natural trea- 
sure be protected once and for all. 

Clinton administration officials, 
Senator Dianne Feinstein and Maxxam 
CEO Charles Hurwitz announced their 
Headwaters "deal" 18 months ago but 
left critical details unresolved. Now 
another Feinstein-brokered compro- 
mise has been reached, stating the 
principles that will guide a Habitat 
Conservation Plan (HCP) for the 
210,000 acres of forest land Maxxam/ 
Pacific Lumber will own if the deal is 
completed. The state/federal purchase 
of 7, 500 acres of the 60,000-acre Head- 
waters forest is contingent upon 
completion and approval of the HCP. 

Negotiations over the HCP's effect on 
two species, the marbled murrelet and 
coho salmon, had been deadlocked for 
many months. With deal-related dead- 
lines becoming less flexible, Feinstein 
and Deputy Interior Secretary John 
Garamendi intervened in the HCP ne- 
gotiations in early February, finally ar- 
riving at a compromise on February 28. 
As Headwaters activists expected from 
the very beginning, the inevitable med- 
dling of politicians in this process pro- 
duced a total biological sham. 

Eight years of citizen litigation and 
constant pressure finally convinced the 
government to "set aside" three of the 
four ancient redwood groves not ac- 
quired by the deal as marbled murrelet 
habitat. These "set-asides" are not per- 
manent protection by any means, but 
simply areas Hurwitz agrees not to log 
for the next 50 years. Nonetheless, 
Hurwitz will have an opportunity to 
cut at least one large, vital complex of 
murrelet-occupied ancient and residual 
redwoods. Owl Creek was the first grove 
protected from logging under the En- 
dangered Species Act. Following a suc- 
cessful federal lawsuit by the Environ- 
mental Protection Information Cen- 
ter (EPIC), in truly chickenshit fash- 
ion, the feds "set aside" Owl Creek for 
now, but will allow Hurwitz to cut the 
grove if he can demonstrate that an- 
other complex of ancient and residual 
murrelet habitat near Grizzly Creek 
State Park has been "conserved." 

Grizzly Creek is vitally important to 
the murrelet's survival and recovery, as 
is Owl Creek. Owl Creek, however, con- 


tains more than three times the acreage 
of unentered old-growth redwood. So, 
if the company finds someone to buy 
Grizzly Creek, or simply sets it aside 
under the HCP, it would get permission 
to cut the far more valuable timber of 
Owl Creek. Of course, both groves are 
occupied by murrelets, and no biologi- 
cal justification exists for cutting either 
location. Thousands of acres of ancient 
Douglas fir in the Mattole/Bear River 
headwaters also could be sacrificed. 

The so-called "protection" afforded 
coho salmon and other aquatic species 
under the HCP is even more dismal. 
Even Clinton's Option 9 fiasco calls for 
300- to 600-foot "no cut" buffer zones 
along fish-bearing streams. By contrast, 
the Headwaters HCP provides no log- 
ging-free buffers at all. A 30-foot "re- 
stricted harvest" band, followed by a 
140-foot "late serai selection" band, 
composes all the protection fish-bear- 



The HCP is a license to kill these giant redwoods. 


ing streams will get under this HCP. 
Smaller streams in the upper water- 
sheds — which contribute most of the 
sediment that chokes spawning grounds 
further downstream — receive even less 
protection. Even these ridiculous buffer 
zones can be modified by a company- 
driven "watershed assessment" process 
that will allow exceptions to the "de- 
fault" standards for stream protection. 

Thus the HCP fits into the overall 
pattern now taking shape in the Pa- 
cific Northwest with respect to salmon 
"protection." Cozy industry /govern- 
ment deals, like HCPs and the much- 
touted Oregon salmon plan, are re- 
placing strong Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) enforcement. The Clinton 
administration's long-standing con- 
spiracy to surreptitiously gut the ESA 
is also getting another shot in the arm, 
as the national media trumpets the 
success of an HCP in "saving" the "lesser 
cathedrals" of Headwaters forest. 

The struggle over paying the Head- 
waters deal's $380-million price tag 
also continues. President Clinton ap- 
propriated the $250-million federal 
share of the Headwaters buyout last 
November. California Governor Pete 
Wilson's plan to provide the state's 
share of Headwaters funding (a paltry 
$130 million) via a bond act for either 



the June or November elections came 
under fire from State Senator Byron 
Sher and Assemblywoman Carole 
Migden, co-chairs of a special Headwa- 
ters Committee in the California Legis- 
lature. Sher and Migden caused quite a 
stir by threatening to oppose 
the bond act if Pacific _ 

Lumber's HCP is in- 
consistent with the 
recovery needs of 
marbled 
murrelets 
and coho 
salmon. It re- 
mains to be seen 
whether Sher and Migden 
will keep 
their prom- 
ises or be 
swept away 
in the sac- 
charine tide of self- 

congratulation currently oozing from 
the offices of Feinstein and Garamendi. 

Meanwhile, logging continues at a 
furious pace. A Timber Harvest Plan 
(THP) for "residual" old growth at the 
edge of Owl Creek grove received ap- 
proval in December and cutting quickly 
began. Earth First! actions held off log- 
ging for awhile, and EPIC filed a lawsuit 
challenging the THP. In an all-too-com- 
mon demonstration of Humboldt 
County justice, however, Judge Dale 
Reinholtsen sat on EPIC's restraining 
order request for over two weeks while 
the ancient trees went down. 

Still, there are many reasons for hope. 
The longest-running tree sit in history 
continues high above the town of 
Stafford [see article on facing page]. 
Long-time residents of Stafford and 
Elk River Road (familiar site of many 
Earth First! gate blockades) recently 
filed lawsuits against Maxxam, Pacific 
Lumber and Barnum Timber Com- 
pany, seeking damages for the flood- 
ing and landslides that destroyed their 
property. County residents also plan 
to put a "soil conservation measure" 
on the ballot this year. The measure 
would allow the county to zone high- 
erosion areas out of timber produc- 
tion, putting the wider community in 
greater control. 

Even the California Department of 
Forestry (CDF) is showing some signs 
of life. Citing over 100 violations of 
the state's forest practices rules during 
the last three years, CDF very nearly 
denied Pacific Lumber's timber oper- 
ating license for 1998 (last-minute ne- 
gotiations produced a "provisional" 
license, to no one's surprise). Pacific 
Lumber was placed on probation for a 
few of these violations in July of 1997; 
the company continued to break the 
law and has been arraigned on two 
more citations. Unfortunately, at a 
February 18 pre-trial hearing, com- 
pany attorneys indicated that some 
kind of deal with the timber-friendly 
district attorney is in the works. Jus- 
tice is fickle in Humboldt County: 
Very few Earth Firstlers around here 
could get away with flagrantly violat- 
ing their conditions of probation. 

Despite all this, with the HCP prac- 
tically a done deal, thousands of acres 
of ancient redwood and Douglas fir 
forest stand to be cut. Ultimately, it is 
up to our movement to permanently 
preserve these forests, creating solid 
political will out of thin, hot air. 


Hearst Resort Rejected 

Impossible dream br small price for 
some of the best remnants of central 
California coastal wildlands? The ques- 
tion is just one of many under discus- 
sion in the wake of the Coastal 
Commission's unanimous decision in 
January to reject the Hearst 
Corporation's plan for 
a series of resorts 
along the spectacu- 
larly unique and frag- 
ile San Simeon coast 
in northern San Luis 
Obispo County, where Hearst 
owns a 7 7,000-acre ranch, in- 
cluding 1 6 miles of prime, 
undeveloped shoreline. 
A broad coalition of 
environmentalists, Na- 
tive Americans, small 
business owners, 
ranchers, farmers, surf- 
ers, windsurfers, wild- 
life lovers and beach 
combers formed toop- 
pose the sprawling, 
multi-unit resort/golf-course develop- 
ment. Over 1,100 project opponents 
attended the commission's hearing. 
The project's impacts would devastate 
already overdrafted local water supplies, 
destroy endangered plants and animals, 
strip mine important cultural resources 
for golf links, convert valuable agricul- 
tural lands and eliminate historical 
beach access rights. The proposal had 
all the anti-appeal of something con- 
cocted in a downtown Los Angeles high- 
rise by overpaid lawyers. 

Predator Hunt Stopped 

Following massive public outcry, the 
organizers of "Predator Hunt Extreme 
98" have canceled their sickening 
$ 10,000 contestto see who can kill the 
most wildlife in two days. According 
to the rules, the hunters would have 
accrued points for every bobcat, moun- 
tain lion, coyote and fox they killed. A 
dead female bobcat was worth 60 
points, a male mountain lion 100 
points and a female fox 15 points. 

Grizzlies in the Gila 

The Southwest Center has contin- 
ued its program of righteous protec- 
tion of the flora and fauna of the 
Southwest with a recent proposal to 
reintroduce grizzlies into the Gila and 
Aldo Leopold wilderness areas. 

Local response has not been enthu- 
siastic. "It will be a catastrophe," said 
Louis Campbell, a retired rancher who 
runs cattle on a 2,000-acre spread. 
"Those doggone things were eliminated 
because we couldn't live with them. 
They are dangerous." Not so says the 
Southwest Center. "People are tired of 
their whining," responded PeterGalvin. 
"Grizzly bears were here until they were 
wiped out by the livestock industry." 

Though details of the proposed re- 
introduction are still in the works, 
there is reason to believe that the Gila 
could support populations of wild griz- 
zlies. There were once 50,000 grizzly 
bears in the lower 48 states. Today, 
there are only 700 who live in just 1.5 
percent of their original range. 

Salmon to Get Habitat 

The National Marine Fisheries Ser- 
vice (NMFS) will soon designate critical 
habitat for two groups of coho salmon 
along the southern Oregon and north- 
central California coasts. The designa- 
tion of habitat will also benefit the 
steelhead, Chinook salmon and cut- 
throat trout. Send your comments to 
NMFS on the proposedhabitat designa- 
tion until April 26 at Protected Re- 
sources Division, 525 NE Oregon St., 
Suite 500, Portland, OR 97232-2737. 
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by Daniel Patterson, Chris Ford & Elena Zuniga 

History is being made at Ward Valley in 
California's East Mojave desert. Since February 
12, a strong and diverse coalition of American 
Indians, EFIers and anti-nuclear activists has oc- 
cupied this sacred land, which is also critical 
habitat for the threatened desert tortoise. Led by 
the five tribes of the Colorado River Native Na- 
tions Alliance (CRNNA), a committed band of 
between 50-200 activists has maintained an occu- 
pation at "Ground Zero" to stop a dangerous 
radioactive waste dump project. 

On Friday, February 13, the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) ordered Ward 
Valley closed to the public. In re- 
sponse, tribal elders held a ceremony 
in the middle of the road leading to 
Ground Zero while members of the 
American Indian Movement (AIM) 
and supporters blockaded the en- 
trance. The next morning, after ne- 
gotiations between representatives 
of the CRNNA, peacekeepers and 
the BLM, area manager Molly Brady 
and BLM special agent David Burns 
were allowed to pass through the 
blockade. Following terms of the 
negotiations, the BLM reps left their 
vehicle, were frisked and escorted 
into the area by AIM. They then 
walked past Earth First! activists 
locked down in the road. After lis- 
tening to the concerns of tribal rep- 
resentatives face-to-face, the BLM 
presented a five-day notice of evic- 
tion from the permanent encamp- 
ment at Ground Zero. The encamp- 
ment has been occupied by activists 
since October 1995. 

To turn things around, Mojave EF! 
held a rally in Needles at the head- 
quarters of US Ecology, the com- 
pany selected by the state of California to build 
the dump. Protesters brought an eviction order 
"from the people," ordering US Ecology off sacred 
land and out of Ward Valley. To solidify the 
eviction order, the coalition stationed posts at 
three gates guarding the Ward Valley site. Twice 
in recent weeks US Ecology has been blocked from 
entering Ward Valley to service monitoring equip- 
ment. Law enforcement officers and other pro- 
nuke types have also been denied access. 

As in any village, daily life continues. To keep us 
well connected with the land and strengthen our 
commitment to its protection, ceremonies led by 
the tribes have been constant. Just prior to the 
eviction notice, a spirit run from the Fort Mojave 


Reservation to Ground Zero was held. It began with 
a sunrise prayer circle, followed by a 22-mile-long 
relay run along 1-40 to Ward Valley. Runners carried 
three sacred staffs from the reservation to the site, 
where they were joyously greeted by supporters. 

BLM California State Director Ed Hastey made a 
visit to Ground Zero on February 18. He has been a 
long-time foe of efforts to stop the Ward Valley 
dump. About 300 people were there that night, 
including at least 50 elders. Hastey personally wit- 
nessed the spiritual ceremonies taking place and 
was told of the sacred nature of Ward Valley by 
CRNNA spokesman Wally Antone and several el- 
ders. Hastey was clearly uncomfortable with the 


overwhelming show of power and unity between 
the tribes and activists. 

On Friday, February 20, the whole village at- 
tended the wedding of long-time Ward Valley 
activists Molly Johnson and Rick Beaumont. Just a 
few days later, one of the founders of the Save Ward 
Valley Coalition, Stormy Williams, was given a 
traditional burial ceremony. She is the first non- 
native honored in this way by any of the five Lower 
Colorado River Nations. Some of her ashes were 
placed in the ground at Ward Valley, adding fur- 
ther protection to the land. A Mojave spirit runner 
who had recently passed on was also honored. 

On February 25, in a surprise move, the BLM 
removed all of its law enforcement personnel from 


Ward Valley. However, they say they remain com- 
mitted to conducting tritium testing that would 
further desecrate the land. With this small victory 
for the coalition, tensions at the Ward Valley village 
have eased as BLM cops have pulled back. The "no 
compromise" position remains strong. 

Tribal leaders and elders of the CRNNA have 
expressed solidarity on the following points; Presi- 
dent Clinton and Secretary of Interior Bruce Bab- 
bitt must reject the land transfer and stop the 
dump now. Bruce Babbitt must also meet with 
CRNNA as soon as possible. The federal and state 
governments must acknowledge and respect the 
tribe's position that Ward Valley is sacred and 

can't be desecrated 
any further. The 
CRNNA will con- 
tinue to occupy 
Ward Valley and 
conduct religious 
ceremonies until 
there is serious and 
respectful govern- 
ment relationship 
established and a 
just resolution to 
the crisis. 

The Ward Valley 
occupation is a very 
positive and power- 
ful experience. It is a 
great example of 
cross-cultural activ- 
ism that, while dial- 
's. lenging at times, is 
| working. We are all 
n learning from each 
I other as we live out 
a in the desert. Barn- 
'S ers are broken every 
day and our momen- 
tum and strength is 
growing. We are win- 
ning! But your direct support is still needed. 

The CRNNA and Save Ward Valley Coalition will 
continue to peacefully occupy these sacred grounds 
until they are safe from destruction. Tribal elders 
have asked that we maintain our resistance in a 
spiritual manner, free of human-made blockade 
tools. We strongly encourage all who are willing to 
abide the code of nonviolence and follow the guid- 
ance of the elders to come join the Ward Valley 
Village. The Ward Valley occupation is located 22 
miles west of Needles, CA, off the Water Rd. exit, 
south of 1-40. 

Contact Save Ward Valley at: 107 F Street, Needles, 
CA 92363; (760) 326-6267, (760) 326-6268 fax, 
email: swvl@ctaz.com. 



A closure by EFIers and natives continues to deny access to US Ecology and BLM. 



• A wolf dancing-on-the-ruins to the Dogwood Alliance, the Arkansas 
Watershed Alliance and the Russellville City Council for denying a 
business license denied to Weyerhaeuser for a proposed chip mill by the 
Arkansas River. The council's decision was influenced by citizen 
concerns regarding traffic, noise and impacts to tourism 
in the region. Weyerhaeuser had already received a 
permit for an export facility from the US Army 
Corps of Engineers. 

• A this-is-my-habitat howling wolf to 
the marauding monkeys in Ito, on the 
scenic Izu peninsula of Japan. These mon- 
keys showed the tourists a good time at a 
seaside resort by biting their ankles and 
calves. The monkeys, a species of 
macaque, have long been a problem in 
many areas in rural Japan, where they 
damage crops and even swipe food from 
grocery stalls. 

• A howling-at-the-top-of-our- lungs wolf 
to the Journal volunteers every issue. They 
make the paper happen each and every issue. 



• A bloated, whale-meat-eating poodle to the city of Shimonoseki, 
Japan, for planning to use whale meat obtained from Japan's "scientific" 
whaling program for school lunches at 50 schools with 25,000 students. The 
use of whale meat for school lunches is an obvious attempt by 
the Japanese government to sustain and expand the whale 
meat market. 

• A poodle in wolf's clothing to Bob Shostak for 
representing Buckingham Coal Company 
in its attempt to stripmine the Wayne 
National Forest in Ohio. So far, 25 
acres of the Wayne have been cleared 
for the mine. Bob previously rep- 
resented the environmentalists 
against coal companies. 

• A barking-on-both-sides-of-its- 
mouth poodle to the League of Con- 
servation Voters for giving Califor- 
nia Senators Barbara Boxer and Diane 
Feinstein perfect 100 scores in the 
1997 Environmental Scorecard. If 
the proponents of Quincy Library 
Group legislation and the Headwa- 
ters deal score so well, who flunks? 
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In the November-December 1997 issue, we 
printed an article, "The Cult of Nonviolence," that 
struck a nerve (like a root canal) with Earth Firstlers 
far and near. In short, the authors argued that 
dogmatic adherence to nonviolence sets up un- 
healthy power dynamics and alienates potential 
activists from our movement. 

The cult analogy stirred up a rich stew of ideas and 
criticisms that had been simmering in different 
parts of the movement for quite awhile. Suddenly, 
everyone had something to say about our strategic 
victories and failures. In the following five-page 
section, we have assembled some of the most elo- 
quent advocates of varying futures for the move- 
ment. The authors include the old guard, the new 
guard, recidivists and law-abiders, committed non- 
violence trainers and practiced iconoclasts. 

As Mike Roselle says, the debate over the role of 
nonviolence in the movement reoccurs periodi- 
cally. We believe the occasional reconsideration of 
this question is essential as the movement evolves. 

Lest it be forgot, the opinions that follow are 
those of the individual authors, not of the Earth 
First! Journal, any local Earth First! group or the 
Earth First! movement. To take any of the follow- 
ing out of context and proclaim it the philosophy 


s I H 


of Earth First! would be an ideological and intellec- 
tual crime of the first degree. We don't, of course, 
presume our opposition to be above such tactics. 
Nonetheless, we believe the debate to be integral to 
the growth of the movement. 

The question the movement faces, and which the 
authors address, is not whether violence is an ap- 
propriate tactic, but what form of nonviolence is. 
Our use and understanding of nonviolent philoso- 
phy is nuanced and complex (as evinced by the two 
codes of nonviolence). We hope the following deep- 
ens our understanding of and commitment to prac- 
tical, workable nonviolence. 


REDWOOD NATION 
NONVIOLENCE CODE 

This nonviolence code was adopted from many 
different movements, with the strongest influence 
from the late '70s/early '80s anti-nuke movement. 
It was formalized and consensed in May 1 990 (only 
weeks before the bombing of Judi and Darryl) in 
response to increased death threats, intimidation 
by wise use groups and the coming of Redwood 
Summer. It remains unchanged and is the root of all 
of our organizing efforts (and successes!)... 


COVE/AAALLARD CODE 

(CIRCA 199 3) 

Some principles of nonviolence (each affin- 
ity group should consense on their own) 

• We listen to others and acknowledge our 
differences. 

• We endeavor to respect all living things we 
encounter (even cops, though not too much). 

• We will not return the hostility or anger of 
others. 

• We will take personal responsibility for being 
in a clear state of mind. 

• We will not retreat from conflict if it occurs 
but will act in ways to resolve it peacefully. (We 
will not leave others in the lurch.) 

• We realize that there may be people at actions 
(including workers or police) who do not share 
the same principles as we do. 

Caution: Nonviolent direct action may be 
hazardous to your health, and in some cases 
has led to injury and even death. Self preser- 
vation is not a wise reason to use nonviolence. 
We use it to try to stop the cycle of destruc- 
tion, but that sometimes means it stops after 
us. Be careful and brave. 


• Our attitude will be one of openness, friend- 
liness and respect toward all people and the 
environment around us. 

• We will use no violence, verbal or physical, 
toward any being. 

• We will not damage any property. 

• We will not bring firearms or weapons. 

• We will not bring or use illegal drugs or 
alcohol. 

• We will not run. 

• We will be aware of extreme fire danger and 
obey fire safety rules at all times. 
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by Michael Donnelly 
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• Is There Any Other Option by Michael Donnelly (A peacenik thinks 
"Arms are for Hugging"), above. 

• Man Without a Column by Mike Roselle (An old timer's refutation of 
the Cult of Nonviolence), page 8. 

•Beyond Civil Disobedience by Snap Dragon (Someone's got a bone to 
pick with the pacifist-aggressive amongst us), page 9. 

• Nonviolence Forever by Mikal Jakubal (A reminder that Earth First 1 is a 
nonviolent movement), page 9. 

• Cult of Ass Kissing by Spike and friends (A sharp critic of nonviolence as 
practiced at the Headwaters campaign), page 10. 

• Peace Bro by Ed Denson (The accused responds), page 11. 

• The Sum of the Parts by Ann Arcky (The accused responds, take II) 
page 11. 
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by Michael Roselle 

Hello folks. After four years in the 
Wild Rockies I have returned home 
to the beautiful South, and I am 
back in Washington, DC. I love this 
town and can't figure out why 
everyone calls it a hell-hole. It's a 
wonderful, friendly, African-Ameri- 
can city full of strange 

music and spicy food. I'm 
currently researching the 
global underworld of 
pirates, thieves, liars and 
plunderers that we know 
fondly as the timber indus- 
try. My goal is to get all old- 
growth products off the 
market by the year 2005. 

I was asked by the Journal 
to respond to the recently 
published article, "The Cult 
of Nonviolence," written by 
my good friends Darryl Echt 
and Gary Macfarlane. I like 
to see this kind of discus- 
sion in the Journal, even 
though it has been covered 
many times since the first 
issue appeared in 1979. But 
I feel compelled to question 
many of the assumptions 
that the authors raise. 

Let's start with this first 
statement, "Sometime in 
our murky past, the self- 
elected 'leaders' of Earth 
First! issued some deci- 
sions: The movement was 
too violent, too morally 
impure, too fascistic, too 
stupid, the wrong media 
grist and in need of educa- 
tion. Anyhow, it was 
decided that we should 
clean up our act and 
become ethically prin- 
cipled resisters." 

I feel like Rip Van Winkel. 

When did this happen? I 
must have passed out at a 
Rendezvous and woken up 
after it was over. This may be a 
reference to the renunciation of tree 
spiking initiated by Judi Bari at the 
1989 ELAW conference in Eugene, 
Oregon. If so, it might be useful to 
note that the signers, of which I was 
one, expressly mentioned that they 
spoke only for themselves and were 
not denouncing anyone who dis- 
agreed. Anyway, all of us are con- 
stantly in need of further education, 
and I hope that we all want to be 
ethical and principled. 

Later Darryl and Gary declare, 

"We have established our own 
nonviolent priesthood. We have 
determined that we need experts, 
priests. We build heroes, inflate 
martyrs and devalue the roles of 


other activists. Too frequently we 
defer decision making to our experts 
or priests." 

Who are these priests? Certainly 
we have created a martyr of Judi 
Bari, but let's face it, the woman was 
vilified by many in Earth First! when 
she was alive. And while I believe 
that her life story as told today by 



become nonviolence 
trainers — they've 
been ordained. Well, 
overreliance on them 
creates an imbalance, 
an unhealthy hierar- 
chy that haunts campaigns." 

I agree that some nonviolence 
trainers can be self-righteous, 

sanctimonious pains 
in the ass. But it takes 
rigorous training 
before you can be a 
competent warrior. 
Good trainers teach 
you to think and to 
question, not to 
accept dogma. 

Later Gary and 
Darryl write, "Often 
it is the tactic that 
becomes the message, 
not the Earth. The 
issue for which we 
chose to be arrested 
becomes obscured by 
the act itself." ( 

Losing the messag e 
is a real risk in 
nonviolence. It is a 
bigger risk with 



Put your faith in "Nunviolence! 

many in her amen corner is false 
and misleading, they have every 
right to tell the story any way they 
choose. And what's wrong with 
experts? Would you take your car or 
VCR to get repaired by anyone other 
than an expert? The writers seem to 
question all heroes, but later they 
speak of the Sea Shepherd in almost 
reverential tones. All movements 
have heroes, experts and martyrs. It 
may not be right, but it helps us to 
teach each other and to tell our 
story, and that is important. I 
believe anthropologists call this an 
oral tradition, and it is probably 
older than campfires. 

They go on to say, "The learned 
and/or experienced among us have 
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"monkeywrenching. a 
greate r risk still withy 
violence? But that 
doesriT’ make any of 
those paths wrong. 
Staying on message 
is the greatest 
challenge most 
activists will face. 

But through hard 
work and discipline, 
and by thinking 
everything through, 
it can be done. Look 
at the African Na- 
tional Congress and 
their successful 
struggle to end 
apartheid. The 
movement started as 
a nonviolent 
struggle modeled after Gandhi's 
Indian National Congress. It 
renounced nonviolence only after 
brutal repression. It stayed on 
message and won international 
support and recognition. It toppled 
the hated regime, and Nelson 
Mandela is today the president of 
South Africa, a man who spent 26 
years in prison as a terrorist. 

One of my favorite statements in 
the article is, "Indoctrination, be it 
called education or training, is 
done to create groupthink. For 
example, it has been our experience 
that some people involved in the 
Cove/Mallard campaign have not 
felt their ideas and skills were 
welcome or respected." 

As someone who has spent many 
an afternoon sitting in a circle at 
Cove/Mallard, I know how the 
writers feel, but this sounds a lot like\ 
whining to me. Consensus is often a 
long and difficult process, but for 
direct actions it is extremely useful. 
Otherwise, one yahoo can endanger 
the safety, freedom and effectiveness 
of the whole group. There has to be 
some give and take. 

Likewise, I have not found it true ^ 


that "fighting the system through 
the court is disempowering. It keeps 
the focus on the legal system, social 
justice and human rights — every- 
thing but logging." 

I like having my day in court. Jail 
is tough, but I have found it useful 
as a way to reach out to others. I still 
have all the letters that I received 
during my four month stint in a 
South Dakota jail. It may have been 
the best organizing I've ever done. J 

Finally, I want to address the 
statement, "A Native American eco- 
activist told one of us that although 
he respects those who choose 
arrest, he would never ask his 
friends on the reservation to subject 
themselves to the very power that 
has enslaved them for over 500 
years. Are we creating and encour- 
aging roles for people like him and 
his friends in the movement?" 

Besides the fact that one Native 
American may disagree with an- 
other on this point, haven't we all 
been enslaved by the industrial 
technology that is killing our 
planet? Aren't we all, to some 
degree, in the same boat? 

Most white activists I know are 
knee-jerk on the point of diversity. 
There are people of color who 
choose nonviolence. There are those 
who don't. There are globally more 
people of color in the environmen- 
tal movement than there are whites. 
The larger environmental move- 
ment is extremely diverse and 
growing. If Native Americans, 

African Americans, Asians or His- 
panics aren't drawn to your cam- 
paigns, maybe you need to look at 
yourselves. You want nonwhites at 
your meetings and gatherings, but 
you display no understanding of 
different cultures. You want them to 
be vegan, pegan, eco-anarchists just( 
like you. Do you go to their 
churches, mosques or temples to 
speak? Do you table at their cultural^ 
or neighborhood events? Or do you ' 
expect them to read a poorly laid- 
out flyer, show up to your campfire, 
eat half-cooked beans and sleep in I 
the mud? Get real. I 

The fact is, diversity is poorly 
understood in our movement. It is 
beautiful, but it is not the point. All 
peoples, all cultures, have their 
movements and organizations. We 
need to work with them when we 
can and respect our differences. You 
don't have to join their movements, 
and they don't have to join ours. 

We must work together, however, if 
we want to succeed. 

I found Darryl and Gary's article, 
while provocative, very divisive and 
ignorant of the basic concepts of 
movement building. I wonder if 
, they've ever read Gandhi or King, 
neither of which, by the way, were 
white. 

PS: You can now contact the Man 
Without a Bioregion directly at 
roselle@essential.org. 
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BeyoNd Civil DisobediENce 




by Snap Dragon 

If someone broke into your home, tried to kill 
your family and steal everything you had, what 
would you do? A: Make a banner and call the media. 
B: Call a lawyer and file for a restraining order. C: 
Chain yourself to the front door. Such reactions 
seem ridiculous because they would be completely 
ineffective. However, this is exactly how we re- 
spond to the homicidal maniac of industrial soci- 
ety, and it is no less inappropriate. The most sen- 
sible response is to fight like hell. Passive resistance, 
civil disobedience and related strategies don't work, 
not as a long-term strategy for transforming society 
nor as short-term stopgap measures. 

Our problem is larger than endangered species or 
the plunder of public lands. Our 
solution will not be found in a piece 
of legislation or a better manage- 
ment plan. Industrial collapse, an 
end to corporate capitalism and a 
complete transformation in the way 
our culture relates to the environ- 
ment are necessary to stop this as- 
sault on the planet. On this, most 
agree. Our movement, however, has 
become dominated by the rhetoric 
and tactics of civil disobedience 
(CD), which are incongruent with 
this necessity. CD has never been a 
strategy for revolutionary change 
but a way to reform existing institu- 
tions. Because of this inconsistency, 
these actions will continue to be 
largely ineffective. 

Civil disobedience is an estab- 
lished part of the political process 
that has defined and modified the 
American empire for over 200 years. 

It is widely accepted as legitimate, regardless of its 
legality, because CD attempts to pressure govern- 
ment to remedy the situation through legislation, 
administrative action or court rulings. However, 
there is enormous pressure to maintain the status 
quo or shift it in favor of corporations. This pressure 
is generated by bureaucratic momentum, industry 
and government collusion, good ol' boy networks 
and systemic tendencies (such as how laws are 
written to uphold the interests of property). Gov- 
ernment, industry and technology are inextricably 
linked, forming institutions that make the whole- 
sale destruction of the biosphere possible and prof- 
itable. Government consistently rushes to the aid 
and defense of industry, unless specifically forced to 


yourselves, which only masks the real problem) 
Making these compromises would be justifiable if 
we were getting something significant out of it, but 
we don't. We have our successes, but these .small 
political gains ape-Hwayj,temporar y. They are toler- 
jublic outcry. To this end, ated only as long as they don't threaten corporate 
s to elevate consciousness interests, and then they are systematically ignored, 
Ly. However, the supposi- circumvented or dismantled. The entire saga of the 
rmeday rise to the defense spotted owl injunction, Option 9, the Salvage Rider 

: reality of modern society. , and now the Quincy Library Group is evidence of the 
y opposed to almost every- transitory nature of political solutions. Old-growth 
e know; their lifestyle, the logging, roadless area incursions and habitat destruc- 
day, the way they relate to tion continue; the only thing that changes is the 
id beliefs are molded by a political framework that justifies these travesties. 

^ MM 0* W Si is « «« Most CD campaigns require 
^ J IP. enormous amounts of time and 

I ■ ■ resources but achieve very little. 
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do otherwise by massive public outcry. To this end, 
nonviolent resistance tries to elevate consciousness 
and gain public sympathy. However, the supposi- 
tion that the public will someday rise to the defense 
^ of other species denies the reality of modern society. , 

• Biocentrism is necessarily opposed to almost every- 
thing the American people know; their lifestyle, the 
technology they use every day, the way they relate to 
the world. Their values and beliefs are molded by a 
mass media owned by . 

exploitative global corpo- I ? f 

rations and controlled by m m ■ ■ * 

the advertising demands of other corporations. Tele- 
vision, radio, magazines, newspapers and other media 
outlets teach people who they are, what is going on in 
the world and what they should think about it. This 

corporate conditioning and 
the perspective it promotes 
are practically inescapable. 
As people become more de- 
pendent on technology and 
the infrastructure that makes 
it possible, life without it 
becomes not only undesir- 
able but unimaginable. The 
success of all forms of non- 
violent resistance depends 
on substantial public sup- 
port, and citizens of an afflu- 
ent industrial society are not 
going to demand radical 
changes. 

Although nonviolent re- 
sistance is not going to get 
us from where we are today 
to where we need to be, it 
can be argued that until the 
political climate changes or 
industrial society collapses 
(whichever comes first) CD can temporarily slow 
habitat destruction. We can sometimes achieve envi- 
ronmental victories using CD by appealing to hu- 
man-based concerns such as pollution, recreation 
and economic efficiency, but we must realize what 
we give up in the process. In doing so, we compro- 
mise our vision to gain public support. This is the 
same compromise mainstream environmental groups 
make to gain political clout, and it is a mistake for the 
same reasons. Cooperating with destructive institu -I 
tions by engaging in the political process grants them 
[legitimacy through complicity. We accept a limited)! 
f realm of debate and become co-opted and incorpo- 'j 
rated into industrial culture. We create the illusion 
[that the system works, both to the public and to j 
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resources but achieve very little. 
In the absence of effective methods of nonviolent 
resistance, we need to consider more militant strate- 
gies. The most common objection to more radical 
tactics, of any kind, is that they are equated with 
violence and thus inherently oppressive and im- 
moral, and "good" ends cannot be achieved through 
"evil" means. This analysis is based on the extremely 
unbalanced morals of modern human civilization. 
We know that we are part of the Earth and that the 
web of life which allows for our survival is immi- 
nently threatened, but we often forget the moral 
implications of this biological fact. We are fighting in * 
self-defense, a si tuatio n in which violence is al most 
umversally~ accepted. In the natural wo rld, when 
' animals are attacked, they run or f ighT bac k .To cl aim 
mo ral superiority in nonviolence separates us from, 
the natur al w orld. We are part of the Earth defending 
ourselves. We are animals with nowhere to run. To 
think that we have somehow evolved to higher 
consciousness is naive at best. 

The fear of more radical tactics triggering a back- 
lash against environmentalism is unsubstantiated. 
Popular support for environmentalism is a reaction 
to the continued degradation of human environ- 
ments, which will be unchanged by the public's 
perception of "extremists." For example, the current 
efforts to cut emissions of greenhouse gases are not 
based on altruistic concern for delicate ecosystems 
but on the very real economic and social conse- 
quences of global warming, a cause for concern no 
matter what you think of radical environmentalists. 

There simply is no moral or strategic imperative to 
adhere to nonviolence and engage in civil disobedi- 
ence. We don't need to convert the public; we need 
to protect wild places. Without its symbolic under- 
pinnings, CD is a terribly inefficient way to stop 
logging, road building and developing. Every day 
137 species become extinct and 176,000 acres of 
forest are lost forever. We don't have the luxury of 
civility. We must do whatever is necessary to defend 
our home and protect our ecological family. Once it 
is gone, we can only wish that we had done more. 


NONVIOI 




by Mikal Jakubal 

Amidst all the controversy over violence and whether or not it should be 
discussed or even obliquely advocated in the Journal, one basic point seems to 
have been overlooked: jffrtiLEirst 1 is not a violent jnovement. W e never have 
been and never will be. Violence is not the inclination of the vast majority of 
EF! activists and, equally important, it is not what an evep greater majority of 
those who contribute to our campaigns would support^Qpenly advocate, say, 
political assassination in the Journal, and see how long before a new office space 
has to be found, a new basecamp site, new food donations, new funding sources 
and so on. Like any guerrilla movement, we live or die on whether or not the 
larger community will shelter us and underwrite our action_campaigns. 
Advocate killing or bombing and watch this movement starvej^ 

Our enemies understand this all too well, which is why we regularly have to 
fend off attempts to link us with the Unabomber. Here on the north coast of 
California, the timber industry concocts a steady stream of fake sabotage and fake 
threats of violence because they know the best way to discredit and undermine 
support for nonviolent activists is to attribute violence and sabotage to us. For 


Theoretical discussions about whether or not violence is ultimately the only 
effective recourse are just that — theoretical — because EF! will never convert to 
violence as a policy, and fortunately so. Intellectual laziness, lack of discipline, 
failure to build institutional wisdom, lack of competent strategy and ego- 
driven leadership often impede the potential effectiveness of EF! actions. But 
bring a load of grenades to basecamp and those flaws become tragedies. Those^ 
who believe in violence are ultimately wasting their time and that of theres t~ 
of us as well . For their own sakeTthey'd be better off simply starting thpir own ^ 
paper, prihtinjTexactly what they want and seeing ahnnt thp arduous task oy 


organizing wr 


ever kind ot violent movemer 


rose who i 


ae effective against the likes ot Maxxam s 


Charles Hu rwitz. owner of Headwaters forest, reme mber that he received a $1.6 
billio n federal bailout. He has enough pocket change toamply gua rd andlrisure 
SlTKisequipment against damage by any would-be ninjas in camo. ^Distancin g 
ourselves from violence (and in mo st cases, sabotage as well) is a prerequisite to 
succes sful organizing . Nonviolence is our strength. WhenHvas the last time 
anyone heard of the FBI infiltrating an armed group and provoking them to 
nonviolence? ("Psst, hey kid! Forget about bombs, let's go do a sit-in!") 


tizing among the unbelievers will only leave everyone frustrated. If a violent 
radical environmental movement is ever organized (and lasts more than a yearC 
or two) it would be its own separate thing and not part of EF! ^ 

The real threat to environmental and animal rights activists is not so much 
that we'll go out in the streets and be shot, but that we'll be ignored. In many 
ways these movements have marginalized themselves into irrelevancy, stuck in 
the literal and metaphorical ghetto of basecamps and secretive affinity groups. 
Many groups have let basic outreach and organizing skills atrophy in favor of 
the same media stunts performed by the same few people. All the ingenious 
remaking of history over Gandhi or Martin Luther King, Jr. only detracts from 
the real work of organizing and developing effective movements. 

Instead of printing any more oh-so-much-more-militant-than-thou postures 
ing passing itself off as critique, I suggest that the space would be better used! 
for articles designed to improve basic organizing, strategy and movement-) 
building skills. If EF!'s past use of nonviolent activism has not been altogether) 
effective, it is not nonviolence that is at fault, but the skills of the activists J 
Introducing violent methods into an ineffective, dogmatic, nonviolent group 
would only result in an ineffective, dogmatic, violent group. 1 I 
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Cull of Ass KissiiNq 


by Spike and friends 

It's time for a sober appraisal of this "movement" 
and the effectiveness of its tactics, in particular 
where the nonviolence code is concerned. Nonvio- 
lence is reactive, a negative objective — however, it's 
becoming increasingly clear that the tactics em- 
ployed by the EF! movement can be better described 
with a positive, pro-active term — namely, ass-kiss- 
ing. It's time to face the fact that ass-kissing is not an 
effective tactic for social change. 

Nonviolence is a potentially empowering con- 
cept, not to be confused with complacent ass-kiss- 
ing, which helps reinforce traditional hierarchical 
relationships within society instead of challenging 
them. Nonviolence started out promisingly as a 
genuinely radical alternative to the moribund car- 
cass of mainstream environmentalism, but has since 
become effete and formulaic, a masturbatory exer- 
cise in defeat. 

Earth First! cannot be an effective movement and 
. continue practicing the brand of nonviolence it 
currently professes. Our numbers simply aren't suf- 
ficient. Even at large campaigns with a couple of 
hundred people, only a fraction are willing to risk 
arrest or defy the police. 

A prime illustration of this is the '97 Headwa- 
ters campaign. The rally was nothing more 
than a party, and the political dialogue there 
kwas virtually indistinguishable from that 
which might be overheard at the local McDonald's. 
Even the local papers recognized the rally for what 
it was: a gathering of nostalgic, harmless liberals, 
about as intimidating as the Promise Keeper's. In 
fact, the organizers were so terrified that this rally 
would be mistaken for an actual protest that they 
were compelled to provide their own security force, 
dubbed "Peace Keepers," although "Ass- Kissers" 
would have been a more appropriate term. Their 
primary function seemed to be to remind the partici- 
pants that they were there to party, not to protest. 

The next day, about 200 people walked from the 
California Department of Forestry (CDF) in Fortuna 
to the entrance of Pacific Lumber's property. The 
next few hours entailed listening to a variety of 
watered-down, uninspiring propaganda that would 
have had us believe that our presence was impeding 
the progress of Maxxam. The fact was that no 
logging was planned that day, but that was all right 
because it was a "Good Action." 

More excellent examples of this sort of risk-free 
activism can be found in an October 9 Headwaters 
action alert. The action alert begins with a greeting 
from the Headwaters basecamp and almost immedi- 
ately launches into a self-congratulatory, delusional 
rave about giant puppets and street theater shutting 
down Maxxam. After wading through an ocean of 
generic EF! rhetoric, I saw a paragraph that caught 
my eye: "Immediately after the rally cleared out, we 
transformed into basecamp and dove right into 
action. On Monday the 15th, 200 folks marched 
from CDF in Fortuna to the Newburgh road gate, 
where 15 women held a line across the gate, and 
wood elves hiked around to the road above. 

"The Humboldt County Sheriffs and California 
Highway Patrol stood stone-faced as we rallied, 
ranted and prayed, until reinforcements arrived in 
riot gear and got into military formation. After 
removing activists from the road above, the police 
focused on the crowd who were peaceably assem- 
bling and allowing police vehicles to pass. They 
declared us an illegal assembly and ordered us to 
disperse by threatening us with chemical agents! 
We circled up to seek consensus but at the last 
moment the police charged us and most of us 
moved." In my opinion, this one paragraph says 
more about the present state of our "movement" 
than the last 20 issues of the EF! Journal put together. 

As anyone who is actually out on the front lines 
will tell you, we are badly in need of some new 
tactics and some type of long-term revolutionary 
strategy that links our actions with those of other 
resistance movements around the globe. The fact 


that the authors of the 
above-mentioned 
Headwaters action 
alert went out of theirl 
way to actually boast| 
about obeying the po- 
lice shows that the real 
priority of most activists is not protecting the 
Earth but protecting the reputation of Earth First! 
as a law abiding, nonviolent protest group that 
"plays by the rules." 

At Headwaters rallies, people shout things like, 
"We're not extremists, we all have jobs, we all pay 
taxes; we're not against logging, we just want to see 
it done differently." Signs that read "Jail Charles 
Hurwitz" and "End Lawless Logging" are every- 
where. In 1998, as we teeter on the brink of total 
ecological devastation, this type of liberal ass-kiss- 
ing is intolerable. Asking the system that created 
Charles Hurwitz to punish him can only be de- 
scribed as pathetic; if Hurwitz ever went to jail it 


k 



“Self-congratulatory, delusional... power-tripping liberals... display their lack of 

revolutionary courage" at a Headwaters rally. 


would only be as a shill for the capitalist system 
whose very raison d'etre is resource extraction. 

Let's return to the text of the action alert, "On 
Thursday, 21 activists locked down in cement-en- 
cased lock boxes across Fisher road, the controversial 
site of the last two September Headwaters Rallies. 
Again, authorities ordered us to disperse, which we 
chose to do willingly as a sort of Akido move." 

Akido is based on the concept of leading your 
opponent, of harmonizing with your opponent's 
charge and turning their aggression against them. 
Yet nowhere in this flyer is it ever explained how 
this clever "Akido move" was used against the 
police; in fact, it is never mentioned 
again. This is because no Akido 
move ever took place and the self- 
styled "Earth Warriors" of 
Humboldt County are only trying to make them- 
selves appear heroic, when their actions clearly 
betray their lack of revolutionary courage and 
their cringing obedience to authority. The police 
did the leading in this situation and the crowd 
scattered, probably because most of them were 
new recruits under the insidious influence of the 
power-tripping liberals who try to set policy for 
the entire environmental movement. 

What is this policy? Ostensibly, it is contained in 
the nonviolence code, the holy scripture that lib- 
eral environmentalists adhere to with all the reli- 
gious zeal of any fundamentalist fanatic, seeking to 
convert those who have not yet "seen the light" — 
at least until the letter of the law conflicts with the 
single most holy precept conceivable to the "be- 


liever," ass-kissing.. Not coinpidentajiy, . the only 
rule included in the nonviolence code that doesn't 
explicitly call for ass-kissing is also the rule most 
EF!ers have no compunction about breaking: We 
will not run. Oh, yes — we will run, and darn fast, 
when cops or loggers are after us. The Headwaters 
nonviolence code, aside from being archaic and 
ineffective, can be downright dangerous when used 
as a shield for cowardly behavior. Strict, dogmatic 
adherence to a nonviolence code often endangers 
the safety of fellow activists who place themselves 
in vulnerable positions at the mercy of hostile forces 
with only their "support group" as protection. 

n excellent example was an action at Dillon 
Creek this year. A young EF!er locked down 
to a water truck that blocked the roadway 
leading to the sale units. When the loggers 
arrived, about half of the support team fled, leaving 
about six of us. The loggers opened up a valve and 
began dumping water on the poor kid's head. We 
still had them out numbered, and I tried to convince 
everyone to band together and shut off 
the water. No one would back me up, 
and I wound up facing two loggers 
alone. I nearly got my ass kicked for 
nothing, as they physically prevented 
me from shutting off the water and 
finished emptying hundreds of gallons 
of water upon their unfortunate target 
who had been abandoned by most of 
his support group. 

Then, they chased one of our number 
through the woods and hit him with a 
shovel. Another protester was thrown 
on the ground. Later, when I chastised 
my fellow blockaders for not forcing 
them to shut the water off, one of them 
looked at me aghast and said, "That 
might have provoked violence." I don't 
think he was joking. The fact is, the 
loggers did get violent — but not with the 
people who stood up to them. Subservi- 
ence is no guarantee of personal safety; 

L in fact it is an insult to the memory of 
| effective nonviolent movements whose 
| members risked life and limb standing 
4 up to and defying their oppressors. None 
of the great, successful nonviolent move- 
| ments were ass-kissing in nature; they 
| were developmental and progressive, not 
§ dogmatic and inflexible. The very no- 
| tion of resting on one's laurels is anti- 
R thetical to the idea of calling something 
a "movement." People in Earth First! 
need to become familiar with the history 
of nonviolent resistance before they be- 
gin to espouse a political philosophy 
they cannot even claim to understand. 

Further evidence of the depraved toadying that 
passes for activism can be seen in another of the 
fascist rules included in the nonviolence code: We 
will not destroy any property. How can a creed \ 
fashioned with the ostensible aim of preserving the \ 
Earth even acknowledge the idea of "property"? j 
This is an inescapable paradox, and a fatal flaw in 
our strategy. Clearly, this movement is suffering 
from an identity crisis. 

For too long we have relied on gurus and ideo- / 
logues to define us and our shared philosophy. Deep ( 
ecology is an intellectual concept about putting the \ 

Earth first cre- 
ated by college , 

professors who J 

are environ- < 

mentally radical but politically reactionary and who j 

are pushing their own reformist political agenda 
that will never take us far beyond fairly limited 
forms of lawful protest and lobbying. 

Are we willing to concede to this kind of tyranni- 
cal manipulation? 

There is a police-like mentality at work that should 
frighten anyone concerned with real social or eco- 
logical change. The movement must be what we 
decide it should be, not what self-appointed leaders 
decide for us, especially when these decisions were 
made in a different era. This type of intellectual 
browbeating would be inexcusable in an effective 
social movement. It's time to jettison the nonvio- 
lence code and allow this movement to be redefined 
in the terms of its actual participants. 


OPINION*** 


! 
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A PEACEKEEPER RESPONDS 


by Ed Denson 

Spike's exuberant flame about nonviolence at the 
Headwaters campaign is quite interesting. While I 
am not an EF!er, I am a long time nonviolence 
preparer who has worked with people taking part in 
several of the larger Headwaters demos of ’95-97, as 
well as in the Redwood Summer of 1990. 1 was one 
of the peacekeepers that Spike felt was restraining 
the revolution at Stafford in 1997. 

I share some of Spike's feelings about the inad- 
equate implementation of nonviolence guidelines at 
some Headwaters actions. I don't mean that these 
actions were violent. But, like Spike, I thought some 
protesters were confused and did not implement 
nonviolence with more imagination and creativity 
than just sitting down or milling around in the road. 
Unlike Spike, I don't think this means forest activists 
should quit being nonviolent. Quite the opposite, I 
think it means they need to work on their nonvio- 
lence so that they will be more effective next time. 

I was especially struck by Spike's version of the 
Dillon Creek action at which people did not try to 
stop the loggers from dumping water on the locked 
down activist because that "would provoke vio- 
lence." Without knowing the particulars, I won't 
comment on what occurred, but I will comment on 
what Spike reported. The point of a nonviolent 
action is to make a highly principled moral state- 
ment that will resonate in the hearts of those who 
hear about it. Being attacked for making that state- 
ment is a side issue. To put it another way, you are 
being nonviolent, not them. You follow your con- 
science and others react as seems appropriate to 
them . If you allow your plans to be canceled because 
someone else threatens violence, then you will soon 
be unable to act at all. 

What is most interesting about Spike's discussion 


,of "hbfTviblence,' 'ahlfTriS 
call to discontinue it, is 
what he doesn't mention. 
In the fall of 1997, the 
Headwaters campaign in- 
cluded three of the most 
successful nonviolent ac- 
tions in years: the lockdown at Pacific Lumber's 
headquarters in Scotia last September and the two in 
October at Bear Creek and US Congressman Frank 
Riggs' office in Eureka. During these actions, 
Humboldt County deputies used swabs to rub pepper 
spray into the eyes of locked- 
down activists. 

I cannot think of any other 
forest actions during the entire 
struggle to protect the ancient 
forests that achieved the na- 
tional attention that the three 
pepper spray incidents did. The 
bravery of the victims, and the 
moral and physical courage 
they displayed garnered not 
only national attention but al- 
most universal outrage. The 
police, on the other hand, have 
had to hire counselors to help 
them deal with the outpouring 
of national disapproval of their 
torture techniques. The sheriff's 
office is in disarray and under 
attack in several court cases. 

The pepper spray actions 
were not perfect from our end, 
but they were spectacular suc- 
cesses. They show that the 
great nonviolent actions are Protesters and cops 

not confined to Gandhi's time in India or Martin 
Luther King's marches in the South 30 years ago. The 
extraordinary power of nonviolence to reach na- 
tional public opinion, and to gain national public 
support, is still available to us today. Forest activists 
have the power to achieve similar successes this year. 
This is the time to build on what has been achieved 
so far. To me the question should not be: Do we 



'comfrrae rrunvioienpe?- Nonviolence- rra huge- suc- 
cess. The question is: How can we build upon the 
momentum we have had with nonviolence? 

Were I working on plans for 1998's Headwaters 
campaign there are two things I would make major 
priorities. One is support of the pepper-spray vie 
tims during their criminal trials in Eureka and the' 
federal suit against law enforcement. The ongoin 
national attention to these events creates an un- 
precedented chance to reach and shape public opin 
ion about the Headwaters forest crisis. 

The second thing is building upon these actions. 

Look at the videos that the Sheriff 
was kind enough to make. What 
worked? What didn't work? What 
future actions can be done that 
build upon these actions? 

Planning a successful nonvio- 
lent action is not easy work. Most 
of Gandhi's and King's actions 
failed, and they knew nonvio- 
lence best. Undeniably, luck 
helped make the pepper-swab 
lockdowns successful in compari- 
son to the dozens of similar 
„ lockdowns with much smaller re- 
I suits. Butluckonlycomestothose 
| who act. And it doesn't take many 
■3 people to make a successful ac- 
m tion. The Headwaters forest will 
| be far better served by four people 
| doing a good nonviolent action 
i than 200 who do a confused and 
| purposeless action. 
s Spike, someone with your in- 
telligence and your obvious will- 
at a Headwaters rally ingness to put yourself on the 
line is the kind of person most likely to succeed with 
nonviolent action. Don't give it up because some of 
those around you are not effective or don't under- 
stand it as well as you do. Look for those who do 
understand, who are willing to do the work and 
withstand the violence, and together you can create 

the actions that can save 



Nm 


the forest. 


by Ann Arcky 

Many activists (both in EF! and other struggles) share a similar frustration 
with a lack of unity and solidarity in responding to police repression and 
the inability to escalate and evolve tactically. Many of us feel unfulfilled by 
the repetitive, almost compulsory gadgetry of tripods and lockdowns. 

Like activists at Cove/Mallard, Cascadia and beyond, EFIers in the 
redwoods have explored the cutting edge of blockading and tree-sitting 
techniques. But we've also organized mass rallies and civil disobedience 
actions, drawing from the dense population of sympathetic citizens in 
our region. 

It's a strategy that almost requires that you appeal to the least radical of the 
masses, which affects the path of the collective will. The "masses" we've seen 
here in Humboldt don't resemble the rabid, high-risk, confrontational 
throngs of the animal rights movement or urban European protests. Our 
protests are tailor-made to reflect who we are. I don't think you have to be 
aggressive to affect change, much less to save trees. But without either close- 
knit affinity groups or charismatic "organizers" taking leadership roles to 
inspire tactical escalation, mass action in our region (and others) can really 
feel like a collective descent into the world of irrelevant, "risk-free" activism. 

This is due to a lack of strategic thinking, partly because of inexperience 
and partly because of fear. It's easy to form affinity with close friends who 
all agree to stay with the lockdown or to sit down when the police lash out, 
and sometimes it happens spontaneously. But when there are 200 people, 
all with their own personal thresholds, how can someone rely on everyone 
else's willingness to stand their ground? 

You can rant and rave and try to inspire fiery emotions, but when the dust 
clears, and there are 20 brave warriors suffering pain compliance holds in 
some rural cul-de-sac or suicidally occupying a busy urban intersection, it's 
hard to answer the question, "What's the point?" (especially when the trees 
are still falling, and the media cameras have fled). Being a mercenary to 
prove how hardcore you are might be a quick outlet for your pent-up 
aggression, but what does it actually accomplish? 

At Headwaters, we've finally reckoned with a possible answer to this 
common problem: affinity groups, duh. The anti-nuke movement has 
organized that way for years, but I haven't experienced a real, functional 
model in any eco-defense campaigns. 


The obvious advantage with an affinity group is 
that you know ahead of time how far you can push 
it, and your numbers are your power. You can agree 
beforehand to hunger strike in jail or to all sit down 
when the cops order you to disperse. 

Yes, we do respect the judgment of those who came before concerning 
property damage, and it has nothing to do with glorifying Pacific Lumber's 
claim of ownership. It has to do with being part of a community-based 
movement and, in some ways, preserving our reputation. 

EF! has a unique, inherited role in the wider Headwaters campaign, of 
which direct action is only one element. The liberal/reformist slogans Spike 
described are a very real part of the greater Headwaters campaign. EF! has 
taken steps to work with the greater campaign, rather than against it, 
hoping to attract folks to more radical tactics and to encourage healthy 
interaction with workers. The no sabotage rule and the "no verbal violence" 
part of the code are both a part of this too. 

When participants agree to the nonviolence code, we take on the collec- 
tive responsibility of calling each other on it. New participants know it from 
the beginning and, by and large, they choose to abide by it while at 
basecamp. Beyond the code, as anyone who has visited basecamp knows, we 
tolerate a lot of disruptive behavior because we truly want people to be able 
to just stumble upon us and get involved, maybe even find direction in life 
through the experience, as so many of us have in years past. 

As far as I know, there are no EF! groups actively claiming acts of sabotage 
anymore, but our movement seems to disagree about our relationship to 
the issue. I think no EF! group need either claim nor condemn nonviolent, 
covert actions, but every campaign has a right to utilize its own unique 
toolbox. In our particular context, many of us feel that the long-term work 
of social and economic transformation is an issue of challenging class 
power as much as advocating for biodiversity and ecosystem survival. 
Monkeywrenching a gyppo (contract) logger's equipment in a rural area, 
where there simply is no other line of work, seems like a flagrant abuse of 
class privilege. 

As we all know, the corporate war on the Earth involves complex 
economic weaponry that prevents simple solutions and armors itself 
against fundamental challenges. Many of us recognize the potential of 
local residents, timber sympathizers and workers themselves to challenge 
Maxxam's agenda — and we see it happening before our eyes. It's more 
important for us to be a radical voice within that chorus than to distract 
it with tactics that alienate ourselves from that movement and don't save 
any trees. 
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Earth Warriors Battle Ski Bunnies on San-franciso Peaks 


by Michael Wolcott 

Earth warriors are praying for a little 
precision volcanism to stop a pro- 
posed ski center expansion on the 
sacred San Francisco Peaks, Arizona's 


highest mountains. So far, these 
12,000-foot sleeping volcanoes have 
been silent. But activists are making 
plenty of noise. 

Arizona Snowbowl operates under a 
special use permit seven miles north 
of Flagstaff on Coconino National 
Forest land. "At this point we're using 
the system — consciousness-raising, 
the media and legal process — to stop 
this," said local Earth Firstler Roxane 
George. "But we're prepared to put 
our bodies on the line." 

George and about 30 other activists 
held a vigil on Snowbowl Road Febru- 
ary 28 to remind a weekend crowd 
rushing to the slopes that the peaks 
are more than a winter playground. 

Members of the Dineh (Navajo), 
Hopi and Hualapai tribes held ban- 
ners that read "Help Save Our Church" 
and "Oppose Desecration." Tree- 
huggers brandished signs defending 
rare species that live on the mountain. 

Some skiers jeered or flipped the bird; 
others waved or honked horns in tepid 
"support." Stern-looking civil servants 
in unmarked vehicles snapped pictures 
of activists and their dangerous signs. 
The sun smiled down on us all. 


The protest was sponsored by Flag- 
staff Activist Network (FAN), which is 
also fighting a proposal to expand a 
pumice mine elsewhere on the peaks. 
(Arizona's Tufflite Inc. wants to enlarge 
its 90-acre strip mine so Americans can 
buy jeans that look 
old when they're 
brand-new.) 

Snowbowl plans 
to "improve recre- 
ational opportuni- 
ties" (and its profit 
margin) by cutting 
66 acres of new ski 
runs, an "upgrade" 
"§• in Snowbowl's 

o 

® terms. Native 
g Americans whose 
| deities live on the 
| peaks have a 
s sharper word for it. 
"It is desecra- 
tion," said Klee 
Benally, a young traditional Dineh 
and FAN member. "Having a ski resort 
on Doko'osliid (the peaks) is like set- 
tingup a skateboard park in the Sistine 
Chapel." In early February, the first of 
four prayer vigils for the mountain 
drew about 60 Native Americans and 
others. The next vigil is scheduled for 
spring equinox. 

A 6.5-acre cut in the ski area was 
done in August 1997 (see photo above). 
The Forest Service says it sought but 
did not receive public comment on 
that stage of the expansion. 

Snowbowl general manager J. R. 
Murray claims the new trails and a new 
lift aren't intended to at- 
tract more skiers, but to 
relieve overcrowding and 
shorten lift lines. In other 
words, the business wants 
to spend about $2 million 
just to be nice. Right. 

Snowbowl's lease area is 
777 acres, bordered on 
three sides by designated 
wilderness. About 1 30 acres 
are currently termed "ski- 
able." The expansion was 
originally approved on the 


basis of on an environmental impact 
study (EIS) completed in 1979. Federal 
law requires an Environmental Assess- 
ment (EA) to update that study before 
the Peaks District Ranger can decide on 
the proposal. The draft EA will be re- 
leased this spring. But, tree huggers say, 
the EA cannot adequately update the 
1979 study. Grand Canyon Trust and 
the local Sierra Club have called for an 
entirely new EIS, citing changes in envi- 
ronmental law since 1979, chiefly the 
federal listing of the Mexican spotted 
owl as a threatened species. The expan- 
sion would cut old-growth spruce-fir 
forest, prime owl habitat. Spotted owls 
have been observed on the mountains, 
which also have strong populations of 
black bear, elk and deer. 

If the Forest Service approves the 
plan, activists will probably sue to 
stop it. FAN is working with Tucson- 
based Southwest Center for Biological 
Diversity on legal strategy. The En- 
dangered Species Act is an obvious 
tool, as are the American Indian Reli- 
gious Freedom Resolution of 1991 and 
President Clinton's 1996 Executive 
Order, laws intended to protect Na- 
tive American sacred sites. 

Several hundred Nava j os have signed 
a petition against the expansion circu- 
lated by Alfred Yazzie, cultural advisor 
to the tribe's Historic Preservation De- 
partment and a traditional healer. "We 
have prayers and songs that relate to 
the mountain, " Yazzie says. "As chant- 
ers, we are charged to protect the 
mountain. We're willing to defend 
what needs to be defended." 


The Forest Service tried to limit pub- 
lic comment last fall to a single week- 
day-afternoon hearing at Snowbowl 
two days before Thanksgiving. Enviros 
complained and got a second hearing 
in December, which put the issue on 
the front burner. More than 500 com- 
ments have been received, with more 
than 2-1 opposed 

Pioneer ecologist C. Hart Merriam 
completed the first biological survey 
in the Western US on the San Fran- 
cisco Peaks in 1 889. He found a unique 
biological island that includes sev- 
eral life zones, including Arizona’s 
only alpine tundra. Thirty-eight plant 
species living on the mountain exist 
nowhere else in Arizona. 

The fight for the peaks is an old one. 
Developers with Aspen-style wet 
dreams were overwhelmed by public 
opposition in the early 1970s when 
they pushed for a luxury condo "base 
village" and golf course on Hart Prai- 
rie, at the foot of the ski terrain. 

Lawsuits based on religious freedom 
statutes, filed by Navajo and Hopi 
groups, failed to block expansion of 
the ski area in the early 1980s. A series 
of appeals and reversals ended in 1984 
when the US Supreme Court refused 
to hear the case. 

Letters opposing the Snowbowl ex- 
pansion/Peaks desecration should be 
directed to John Nelson, Peaks Ranger 
District, 5075 N. Highway 89, Flag- 
staff AZ, 86004. For information con- 
tact Flagstaff Activist Network, POB 
429, Flagstaff AZ, 86002; e-mail: 
avb@dana.ucc.nau.edu. 



Resistance to the San Francisco Peak ski expansion is clear. 



Clearcuts and heavy equipment encroach upon the San Franciso Peaks 


EXXON Minerals Corporation Flees Wisconsin 
Threat to Great Lakes Persists 


The news resounded among the thou- 
sands fighting the monstrous mining 
project near the Wolf River in north- 
eastern Wisconsin: Exxon Minerals Cor- 
poration has sold its share of the 
Crandon Mining Company to Rio 
Algom Corporation for $17.5 million. 
Exxon's divestment is a qualified but 
important victory in the 23-year-old 
campaign against the mine. Exxon Cor- 
poration has been the lead on this pro j ect 
every time it has come up for a permit, 
and Exxon has been the primary rally- 
ing point for anti-mining forces. 

Now Exxon has departed the fray and 
abandoned its 44-million-ton toxic 
waste dump at the headwaters of the 
Wolf River to its lesser known (but 
equally revolting) corporate ally, Rio 
Algom Corporation of Toronto, Ontario. 

Grassroots environmental efforts 
across Wisconsin have forced Exxon 
out of the state. A recent poll taken by 
the St. Paul Pioneer Press stated that only 
26 percent of Wisconsinites support 


this project. Likewise, groups across the 
state, including grassroots ecological or- 
ganizations, numerous labor union and 
regional labor federations, county 
boards, city councils and tribal organi- 
zations have supported a strong Mining 
Moratorium Bill to disallow new metal- 
lic sulfide mining until a company 
proves a safe record — 10 years of opera- 
tion with no acid leakage at a similar 
mine. The bill has widespread support 
and has made it through a number of 
hurdles. 

It was first passed in the state Senate 
by a vote of 29-3 last spring. In the 
House, last minute maneuvering re- 
sulted in an amendment that attempted 
to define pollution in a very vague man- 
ner, thereby taking the moratorium out 
of the bill. Let's just say that people 
across Wisconsin were outraged. 

As the newly gutted bill headed back 
to the Senate for a final vote, activists 
got on the phones and started a storm of 
protest. On February 2, some 70 people 


from a dozen Wisconsin communities 
assembled outside the House chamber 
and began a 12-hour occupation of the 
Capitol. 

Throughout the day, protesters main- 
tained a vigilant watch on the goings- 
on in the halls of marble, sang a half 
dozen versions of "Solidarity Forever" 
and redecorated the west wing of the 
Capitol. A two-hour sit-in disrupted the 
office of State Representative Marc Duff, 
chair of the Assembly's "Environment" 
Committee and principal gutter of the 
Mining Moratorium Bill. Representa- 
tive Duff, by the way, is the genius who 
uttered the following, splayed across 
front pages statewide: "I would hope 
that my fellow representatives would 
not vote with the majority, but with 
their colleagues on this one." 

Late in the afternoon of the protest, 
gubernatorial candidate Ed Garvey, a 
populist and a labor lawyer represent- 
ing the town of Nashville against the 
Crandon Mine, stopped by to say, "If 
I'm Governor, mark my words, there 
will be no Crandon Mine." 

As the day wore on, news arrived on 


two fronts: First, the Capitol police in- 
formed the assembled crowd that they 
would be subject to arrest at 6 p.m., 
normal closing time for the Capitol 
complex; second, some hours later, pro- 
testers found out that the Senate leader- 
ship had decided to vote on the Mining 
Moratorium Bill a week and a half ear- 
lier than it had been scheduled. 

The next day, the Senate altered the 
amendment to close the loopholes in 
the bill. Then they passed it, sent it 
back to the Assembly where it was 
approved and forwarded to Governor 
"Toxic Tommy" Thompson. Toxic 
Tommy is hinting that he'll sign the 
bill, for he says, "the people want it." 

Future actions in opposition to toxic 
mining include Earth Day actions and a 
march from Lake Superior to the state 
Capitol set to begin May 29. 

For more information, contact Mid- 
west Headwaters Earth First!, 731 State 
St., Madison, WI 5371 1; (608) 255-8765. 

In the aftermath of last year's EF! 
RRR, the trials of the Crandon 29 
began March 11. Letters of support 
are appreciated and donations are 
welcomed. Send checks to the EF! 
July 7 Support Committee at the ad- 
dress above. 
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Felonious 



by Molly Maguire 

On February 9, almost two years after the cam- 
paign to protect the ancient forests and sacred 
Native American sites of Enola Hill on Mt. Hood, 
Oregon, five activists were served severe sentences 

for low-level federal 
misdemeanors. These 
convictions are the 
last in a long line in- 
volving scores of ac- 
tivists since the early 
1990s, when Earth 
Firstlers pledged their 
support to defend Enola Hill to the Tygh band of 
the Warm Springs tribe, the Yakima and the Nez 
Perce people. The area is a vision quest site, an 
edible and medicinal plant gathering spot, and a 
trading route to be preserved for cultural and 
ecological values. The commitment to stand with 
the native people in defense of Enola Hill culmi- 
nated in the spring of 1996 when logging began 
under the Salvage Rider. What ensued can be 
described as nothing less than a local uprising, 
with three weeks of intense nonviolent action 
including blockading of the logging operations, 
tree sitting and mass occupations of the forest (for 
which these five activists were targeted). 

The prosecutor argued that the five had all been 
arrested more than once during the campaign and 
deserved severe punishment. Mollie Faggan and 
Heather Vergottis were excused for acting out of 
passion and idealism. However, the US district at- 
torney asked the court to acknowledge that Robert 
Lawrence, Mick Garvin and Leslie Hemstreet are 
career trouble makers, deserving to be punished to 
the fullest extent of the law for their respective ties 
to Greenpeace, Cascadia Forest Defenders and the 
Earth First! Journal. 

There was some question as to whether the court 
should weight a sentence in regards to organiza- 
tional membership, employment or affiliation, but 
the judge decided he damn well could and handed 
a volubly unrepentant Mick Garvin a $1,000 fine, 
200 hours of community service and a year of 
special probation, barring him from any involve- 



Trespasser Gets Six Months 


ment in logging protests, all for 
violating a closure order — the same 
closure order hundreds of others disre- 
garded during the three weeks of action. When 
Judge Panner asked Mick if he was sorry for his 
actions, he answered, "I am not, and I'll do it again." 
Protesting that probation was useless, Mick told the 
judge, "I don't want to be disrespectful, but you'd 
better violate me now... let's just cut to the chase." 
Panner then levied the fine, probation and commu- 
nity service hours. But, things went worse for an 
absent Bob Lawrence. 

Bob's attorney, Stu Sugarman, read a letter sub- 
mitted to the court by Bob from his home in Alaska, 
explaining that Bob was unable to appear m court 
for financial reasons. The letter said he was unwill- 
ing to accept probation or pay a fine to the US Forest 
Service for any inconvenience hehad caused as they 
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judge affirmed the six-month sentence, he dis- 
missed the year of special probation. The motion 
had unintentionally reopened the sentencing of 
the case, but luckily the judge did not increase 
Bob's sentence. 

At the sentencing hearing, Leslie Hemstreet 
squeezed out a tear and pointed out that the 
prosecution's justification for filing federal charges 
against her was bullshit (she was arrested only 
once at Enola Hill). The judge gave her 100 hours 
of community service and six months probation. 
Heather Vergottis received 50 hours and six 
months probation. Mollie Faggan, swearing di- 
rect action is a lifestyle choice for her as well, was 
chagrined to be fined only $100 and given 100 
hours community service and a year of condi- 
tional probation. 

"We are seeing the agencies really start to target 


enabled the destruction of Enola Hill. Panner ac- those they believe are organizers and ringleaders 
cepted this statement and handed Bob a six-month and lay down some pretty heavy consequences. 

“We are seeing the agencies really start 
target those they believe are 

ringleaders and lay 
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federal prison term with a year of special 
to follow (for blockading a log truck| 
defendants and friends were stunned. 

"I couldn't believe it," said Mick, 
thought 30 days. You don't get six montfis even for 
stealing cars or assaulting someone around here, 

nnlv for nnnvinlpnt rivil riisnhedience. He COUld 


only for nonviole 
have burned that tiS 
if he wasn't an activist." 

In response to this harsh judgement, Sugarman 
filed a Motion for Reconsideration that summoned 
Bob to court in person on March 9. There, Bob 
Lawrence proudly affirmed his commitment to 
engage in such behavior to defend the Earth. 
Again the outcome was surprising. Although the 



ences. 


// 


Now w g can put c<fercive senf^pcing up there with 
peppef spra y and ifein ho lds as%vidence that these 
protests have an effect and get attention," said 
Mollie. "l9^RHQH^^nuiake them wish for '95 
and '96 like they were the good old days." 

Send financial support earmarked for Bob, Mick or 
Mollie to Cascadia Forest Defenders, POB 11122, 
w ftginet 3, ”^l f/440. Forward letters directly to Rob- 
ert Lawrence #61950-065, FPC Lompoc, 3705 W. 
Farm Rd., Lompoc, CA 93436. If you would like to 
help the Belmont Law Center in its representation 
of Mick, Bob and numerous other forest protestors, 
please send money and words of inspiration to Paul 
Loney and Stu Sugarman at 3430 SE Belmont St., 
Suite 101 Portland, OR 97214; (503) 234-2694. 


Mass EF! Follows Frankenstein to Cloning Conference 


by Oak 

Like Dante's journey through the seven levels of hell, Mass EF!, with the 
eminent Dr. Frankenstein as its guide, descended into the 24th annual 
conference of the International Embryo Transfer Society (IETS) at the Marriott 
Copley in Boston in mid-January. IETS is home to most of the world's 
scientists engaged in cloning research. Forgoing such 
enlightening workshops as: "Cloning: the Media- 
Interest, Education and Interpretation for the 
Public" and "Genetic Modification of Animals: 
Methods and Applications," Frankenstein and his 
entourage chose to join some 500 other mad 
scientists from around the world in the presen- 
tation of IETS' "Pioneer Award." But the pro- 
gram didn't go off as planned. 

It was Dr. Frankenstein who took 
the podium after the 
nouncement of the winner, 
claiming the award for him- 
self. Much to the astonish- 
ment and discomfort of 
assembled technocrats and minions of the status 
quo, Dr. Frankenstein scolded his fellow lab dwellers 
for failing to recognize his pioneering work in the creation of 
life. Gesturing toward stage right, where his creation stood; 
arms held high in greeting (looking for all the world like Boris 
Karloff with 20 pounds of green face putty), Dr. Frankenstein 
noted, "Here is my son! I am his creator, but he is my 
master!" 

Frankenstein's monster may seem scary to some, but the 
creature paled in comparison to the assembled throng — 
men and women of science who, for the most part, are 




convinced they can manipulate life for their own ends, placing themselves 
where gods once stood. Usually, it is all performed with such frightening 
normalcy, such seeming blandness, as to 
appear... what? Innocent? But on this 
occasion more than a few mild man- 
nered scientists, faced with the poten- 
tial results of their vile deeds, suddenly 
turned into monsters themselves. With 
red, grimacing faces, they turned on Dr. 

Frankenstein and his oration, endeavor- 
ing to remove him from the hall. The 
doctor called out, "I only wish to share in 
your insanity!" But, alas, the respected 
scientists would have none of it. 

Given that security was amazingly lax 
(the entourage having had free 
run of both floors of the con- 
ference for hours), the 
doctor, his monster 
and their assistant 
walked right down 

three escalators and out the front door undetected, 
blending into the business suits and bell hops. The 
invading trio walked free of the bonds of hell to fight again 
another day. 

Cloning and genetic engineering will not, of course, go away. 
Neither will Earth First!, the tenacious Dr. Frankenstein, and 
certainly not his monster who, as you all know, has a history of 
returning from the grave time after time. 

For a complete list of IETS conference organizers, sponsors and 
affiliated sociopaths, send a self-addressed stamped envelope to 
Mass EF!, POB 35, Montague, MA 01351. 
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Australian Attorneys: 


PUTT INC THE COPPERS IN THEIR PLACE 


by David Heilpern 

It is cold, foggy and dark. The convoy of geriatric 
four-wheel drives snakes its way along the ridge top 
in Richmond Range State Forest in Northern New 
South Wales, Australia. Redneck country. The moon 
is setting on one side, and the first rays of sunlight 
are visible only by a milkiness in the fog on the 
other. We are tired, but we are near our destination. 

The bulldozer sits in a log dump, looking almost 
alive in the mist. We stand in awe for a moment as our 
joints reset themselves after the jarring ride. Within 
three minutes a tripod is erected over the beast. A neck 
lock and other devices looking remarkably 
like torture equipment are positioned for 
"lock ons. " I put on my legal observer shirt; 
we light a small fire; the radio crew makes 
contact with Lismore base; mobile tele- 
phones are charged; the video camera is 
on; and we wait for the loggers to come. I 
look around at the motley crew that feels 
like family after so many nights on block- 
ades together — a genuine tribe. Aged six to 
60, some dreads, some crew-cuts, many 
tats but all so committed and determined. 

We singto quiet guitar; we reminisce about 
previous campaigns; a poem is read; and 
we wait. Some sleep, some smoke, some 
make warm sweet chai, and we wait. 

The sound of machinery echoes 
through the hills, breaking the silence. 

Some scurry to place branches on the 
road. A North East Forest Alliance (NEFA) 
banner is hoisted, and a chain of four- 
wheel drives moves slowly down the hill, 
stopping at the blockage. A spokesper- 
son, emerging almost organically from 
our group moves forward and greets the 
loggers with a smile, a welcome and the statement 
that there will be no logging here today. "In fact," 
she says, "this is a deferred area; there should be no 
logging at all here. The logging is illegal, and we 
have seized your equipment." A redneck and his 
'dozer have a symbiotic relationship — separation 
caused by greenie activists is likely to engender rage 
and violence. Hence, we always carry a camera. 

"You fucking cunts have no right to be here; get 
off my 'dozer; get out of the way. I'm here to earn a 
day's wages. Who's paying you, you fuckwits?" All 
outbursts are met with a smile. The loggers are 
shown those people who are locked on and those on 
top of the tripod, and they are invited to have a cup 
of tea. "Youse have no right to be here youse cunts. " 

"Well, we do, this is state forest. We can be here if 
we want. The forest is not closed, and you should go 
back to State Forests and get advice. This area is 
reserved under all agreements." 

"Bullshit!" 

"Well, would you like to speak to our lawyer?" On 
cue, I emerge from the shadows, clutching my brief- 
case and mobile telephone, suited and tied, even 
shaved. I introduce myself to the loggers, who stand in 
stunned silence, and I lecture them on the complexi- 
ties of the deferred forest agreements, the amend- 
ments to the Forestry Act and Regulations, the defense 
of necessity, and the right of free speech, assembly and 
protest. Without a word, they retreat to their vehicles 
and drive off. Another blockade has begun. 

Formed three years ago, Lawyers for Forests (LFF) is 
a group of green lawyers committed to providing 24- 
hour-a-day legal advice and representation for envi- 
ronmental activists at demonstration sites. We stay 
with blockaders, assisting with police liaison, legisla- 
tive interpretation and pre- and post-arrest advice and 
representation. We have attended nine blockades, 
most of which were managed by NEFA. We have 
negotiated a six-page protocol with police for environ- 
mental actions and have prepared written advice for 
protesters on their legal rights and obligations. We 
assist people making claims for victim's compensa- 
tion when loggers attack blockades, ensure that charges 
are pursued for violent acts and provide on-the-ground 
advice for lawyers working on court challenges. 

It is wonderful work. Lawyers rarely have the 
opportunity to spend days in the bush, surrounded 


by music and children, learning to identify trees 
and the marks of endangered fauna. It is also very 
risky work. We have been at blockades where people 
were seriously injured, where trees were felled around 
people, where bulldozers were driven at blockades, 
and when loggers have attacked at night. Recently, 
at the Timbarra Gold Mine action, we were block- 
aded by pro-mine local farmers for two days. There 
is the ever-present threat of arrest and the personal 
toll of giving difficult advice without having show- 
ered for three days. 

In some cases, the advice can be very complicated. 
A woman chains herself by the neck to a cattle grid on 


the border of the state forest and private land, thus 
blocking a convoy of logging trucks and a dozer. The 
logging operation is not authorized and is possibly 
otherwise illegal. The police inform her that if she does 
not release herself she will be arrested. She responds 
that she cannot release herself; she hasn't got the key, 
and mock calls for the key bring no response. We are 
seeking an injunction to save this old-growth forest 
classified as crucial for two species of endangered 
fauna and one of endangered flora. I am asked whether 
she could be successfully prosecuted for hindering the 
police, intimidation or anything else. The advice must 
be immediate and accurate. 

We have had some notable successes. At a recent 
blockade, a security guard was charged with assault 
after our intervention. We are currently suing for 
false imprisonment regarding the mine blockade. 
We have not had a single successful prosecution of 
a protester arrested at any action where we were 
present, and we have had over 100 charges dropped. 
Police tend to behave better when a suited lawyer is 
watching them along with a video camera. False 
information espoused by loggers and government 
agents as to the law is immediately corrected. 

Perhaps the most important success has been the 
development and adoption of the Police Protocol. 


This document is almost a Geneva Convention for 
environmental actions. Some examples of key 
clauses include: 

• "At all times New South Wales (NSW) police 
service officers will act impartially, by not taking, or 
appearing to take, sides with any party involved in 
the protest. 

• "NSW police shall not engage in harassment of 
people involved with the protest, including: target- 
ing vehicles for registration or other violations, 
searching people or requiring people to give their 
names and addresses unless police have a substan- 
tive reason for doing so. 

• "A legal observer, a police liaison person and 
members of the media shall be permitted into closed 
areas with police. The legal observer and police 
liaison person shall advise a person within a closed 
area that they are in an arrestable situation. 

• "Where a person has 'locked on' to a vehicle or 
structure and is unable to leave when asked to do so, 
a personal support person may remain with that 
person during and until the person 'locked on' has 
been safely removed by NSW police. 

• "The safety of the protesters shall be a primary 
consideration and all steps that can be taken to 
minimize the risk to protesters shall be taken. 

• "In particular, tripods shall not be removed by 
cutting them down, as this has led to serious injury. 

• "A cherry picker style crane, or other means which 
meet relevant occupational health and safety stan- 
dards shall be used for the effecting of any arrests 
over two meters above the ground. 

• "When a protester is arrested, and provides suit- 
able identification, and states that he/she will not 
place themselves in an arrestable situation for a 
period of five days from that time, NSW police shall 
take that person's information and deal with the 
matter by way of summons. 

• "The NSW police will, on request, provide the 
police liaison person with the names of all protest- 
ers detained or arrested and the name of the police 
station to which they have been despatched " 

The protocol has made protest situations safer for 
all concerned and has dramatically reduced arrests, 
but there are still some interesting ethical dilem- 
mas. How far should officers of the court go in 
providing advice to those who are probably break- 
ing the law? Should these people be lawyer-free in 
situations where they are at risk and where the 
presence of a lawyer seems to make a difference? 
How can we effectively represent people when there 
is a risk of being a witness to the proceedings? 

Of course one can intellectualize some clever 
responses— lawyers in such circumstances are not 
participating in a criminal activity just observing, 
for example. But in the end, the personal, the 
political and the professional are merged and a 
commitment to the environment overwhelms. 

Contact Lawyers for Forests, c/o David Heilpern, 
Senior Lecturer in Law, POB 157, Lismore 2480, 
Australia; e-mail: dheilper@scu.edu.au. 

David M Heilpern is the academic programs coordi- 
nator for the School of Law and Justice at Southern 
Cross University. 


VICTORY: 


AMAZON LOCCINC HALTED 


In late January, the government of the Brazilian state of Amazonas put on hold millions of dollars of 
projects by Chinese and Malaysian logging companies. The victory followed on the heels of an 
announcement by the Brazilian government that logging in the region has not slowed since 1994. 

Breaking years of silence, the government conceded that destruction of the Amazon rainforest reached 
record levels in 1995, before leveling off in the last two years. In 1995, deforestation nearly doubled to 1 1,621 
square miles, up from 5,958 square miles in 1994, a 95 percent increase. Though rates have dropped in the 
last two years, they are still higher than in 1994, a period when it was commonly believed that deforestation 
had slowed significantly in the magnificent rainforests. The government stonewalled on releasing this data 
for years, claiming that it didn't have the money to analyze satellite photos. 

Concurrently, the state of Amazonas halted new logging projects in the region, claiming that logging 
companies have failed to follow forestry laws and are refusing to pay fines. Most of the affected concessions 
involve Asian logging companies that invested $100 million in the region in 1996 alone. The role of Asian 
logging companies in Brazil's Amazon came under fire last year when a federal congressional committee 
investigated the continuing destruction of the rainforest caused by such companies. The congressional 
report found that regional government functionaries were offering incentives to Asian companies to set up 
logging operations. Although no figures have been prepared to document the specific impact of the Asian 
logging companies, they were fined in excess of $1 million for logging violations last year. 



The author (right) advises a locked down activist. 
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by Al Decker and Cath (Leeds EF!) 

In the same way that timber corporations have 
replaced workers with feller-bunchers here in the 
US, mining corporations in the British Isles have 
replaced the labor-intensive deep-pit mines with 
opencast mines in the interest of profit. These strip- 
mines are massive pits, hundreds of acres across and 
dozens of meters deep. 

Opposition to opencast mining has really kicked 
off in Britain. A diverse coali- 
tion of eco-freaks, current and 
former miners, anarchists and 
social justice advocates has en- 
gaged in a series of hard-line 
actions over the last several 
years to oppose the brutal strip- 
mining of what was once a 
green and pleasant land. In the 
process, they have hit the in- 
dustry with massive financial 
losses and have built signifi- 
cant relationships between 
enviros, workers and commu- 
nities (understandably pissing 
off a few people in the process). 

Most of the mining is for coal, 
but there are also rock and min- 
eral quarries. All three are used 
by the road building cartels, 
making them particularly hei- 
nous to anti-road activists. 

The damage to environmen- 
tal and human health is dread- 
ful. Opencast is notorious for 
air, water and noise pollution 
and is linked to respiratory dis- 
eases. There is a significantly 
higher incidence of asthma in many opencast areas. 
Biodiversity and heritage are replaced with either 
landfill (a profitable sideline for opencasters) or "plas- 
tic countryside" — a monocultural desert where trees 
are held up with wire and streams are culverted. 

Opencast mines also destroy the social cohesion 
and economy of an area. Although the working 
conditions may be safer in this new type of mine, 
other problems are exponentially worse. Once a 
massive hole is dug and the resource is gone, so are 
the jobs. Afterwards, the soil is too polluted for 
farming or any reforestation other than tree farms. 
Mining is perhaps the ultimate, unsustainable sun- 
set industry. 

Opencast My Arse! 

Earth Firstlers first took action over opencasting 
in early 1995, targeting a site near Leeds run by HJ 
Banks. The police were prepared for the action and 
the Tactical Support Group (the scary ones) arrived 
en masse, together with a helicopter and dogs. 
Those present were shocked by the force used against 
the 30 resisters. At about the same time, Welsh EF! 
groups were setting up camps at Selar Nature Re- 
serve and Brynhenllys, both near Swansea in Wales. 

When activists first moved onto the site at Selar and 
started to build treehouses and tunnels, the local 
population got involved, offering help and support. 
After several weeks of fortifying the site, the authori- 
ties were brought in to evict the camps, spurring a 
three-day battle involving an estimated 200 police 
and professional climbers. The sight of convoys of riot 
vans revived unpleasant memories for the commu- 
nity of the virtual police state that ruled during the 
miners' strike of 1984-85. The last remaining deep pit 
in the coal field, Tower Collier (now under a form of 
workers' control) sent help and coal for the protesters. 
What's left of the old Selar farm is now an 880-acre 
slimy hole, purportedly the largest in Europe and 
visible from the moon. 

"We Shut Whatley!" 

December 3, 1995, will live long as a day of infamy 
for the mining and road building industries. On that 
day, bagpipes awoke 500 riff raff at 3:30 a.m. for the 
first EF! national action. By 5:30 a.m., the Whatley 


quarry site had been invaded 
on all sides. Quarrying and 
opencast are different types 
of mining that are equally 
destructive. Whatley is op- 
erated by Amey Roadstone 
Corporation, owned by Lord 
Hanson of Peabody Coal. 
The early-risers wrenched the place up, causing an 
estimated $400,000 worth of damage and shutting 
the site down for days. 

According to Schnews, "The action was a total suc- 
cess... There was nobody manning the office or ma- 
chinery! All surveillance cameras were quickly taken 
out of action. There were people up every crane, on top 
of offices, up lights, up chimneys! The pumps at the 
bottom of the quarry were stopped. A section of 
railway line mysteriously disappeared. One of the air 

conveyor belts, which had 
been mysteriously trashed 
due to a stray fire extin- 
guisher, made an excel- 
lent trampoline!" 

Interestingly enough, 
quite a few of the 60 folks 
arrested for aggravated 
trespass were acquitted. 
One bloke claimed he was 
too drunk to understand 
police instructions to 
leave, and another gentle- 
man argued that the pro- 
test chants of "Hanson, 
Hanson, Fuck Your Hole" 
(which was duly and mer- 
rily sung to the judge) 
made it impossible to hear 
the coppers! Last winter, 
the railway tracks at 
Whatley again mysteri- 
ously fell apart and disap- 
peared, resulting in 
charges against several 
people for conspiracy to 
cause criminal 'amage 
and endanger uic. 

British campaigns often enjoy three advantages 
which we don't: relatively strong squatting laws, 
(allowing protesters to occupy a site for a long time 
before being evicted), close proximity to urban 
centers and, often enough, massive local support. 
Extolling such virtues, a friend encouraged me to go 
out to South Wales and visit an occupation site, 
recounting how even a local under-sheriff picked 
her up hitchhiking, drove her to the Selar basecamp 
and donated $30 to the cause. 

So I went to Brynhenllys and experienced an EF! 
action entirely different from the way we Yanks 
do things. The Brynhenllys opencast site is a 770- 
acre monster. In '95, it witnessed the longest 
eviction in the British Isles since WWII (until that 
point), the result of a fierce resistance put up by 
EF! with local support. 

In February 1996, another EF! national action de- 
scended upon the opencast beast, shutting down 
work for the day at Brynhenllys. About 100 folks, the 
majority in balaclavas and face scarves, drew around 
the rim of the pit; huge excavators and 'dozers ripped 
apart the earth below. Shouting and whooping, people 
ran and slid down the embankments and swarmed 
onto the moving equipment, forcing the operators to 
shut down. A number of machines were damaged, 
though not as flagrantly as at other actions. 

Your faithful correspondent unfortunately man- 
aged to get nicked, and at the gaol I gave the forest 
name that I used whilst abroad, Edward Abbey. A 
Special Branch agent told the cops that Edward 
Abbey founded Earth First! and wrote eco-terrorism 
manuals, which provided some comic relief when I 
was removed from the cell I shared with several 
colleagues and put in a cell of my own for the safety 
of the other inmates. Needless to say, when the 
authorities discovered Abbey had died a decade ago 
and their big chance at catching an international 
terrorist had disappeared, they weren't very amused. 
Garden Parties 

"No Opencast" is a campaign run by the Miners 
Support Group with support from the National 
Union of Mineworkers and Women Against Pit 
Closures, which did much for the miners during the 



strike in the '80s and the pit closures in the '90s. 
Frustrated by the Tories' open attempts to destroy 
mining communities and by the loaded planning 
process, the miners decided to take radical action. 

They lodged a planning application to opencast a 
small area of Deputy Prime Minister Michael Heseltine's 
estate. Anyone, you see, can lodge a planning applica- 
tion, whether they own the land or not. One misty 
November morning in 1995, they set up the site. Areas 
were cordoned off and signs put up to hide the fact 
that they were digging a reasonable-sized hole in the 
front garden. The local village constable arrived, real- 
ized that there were far more of them (about 25) than 
him and got two of his mates to come and watch it all 
from a distance. Even the tabloids took up the story, 
and we got great coverage in every single one. 

The action was repeated a year later, as the plan- 
ning process was still ongoing and the miners needed 
to test that there really was coal (there is). On 
another occasion, Heseltine found several tons of 
coal dumped outside the gate of his mansion with a 
love note from the miner's union, which stated 
eloquently, "Up Yours." The 68-acre mining appli- 
cation is currently in the hands of the Environment 
Minister, though Heseltine fiercely opposes it, claim- 
ing it was made "without his consultation." Indeed. 

Campaigners from all over the country also de- 
scended on the country spread of a major opencast 
supporter, the Duke of Devonshire. The Miner's 
Support Group was met with a large police contin- 
gent but managed to make its way to the Duke's 
stately mansion. Three people went inside and 
hung banners from the roof, and a lively protest was 
maintained outside as a speaker blasted the sounds 
of an opencast mine in operation. 

"No Opencast" then targeted Richard Budge, chief 
of RJB Mining Ltd, the biggest coal-producer and 
open-caster in the country. After a failed attempt to 
opencast his lawn (foiled by the police, who put up 
roadblocks in a two-mile radius), two activists were 
injuncted from going near any RJB sites or Budge's 
home. Shortly afterwards he got a message on his 
wall, reading, "who will u injunct 4 this?" in two- 
foot high white paint. In mid-May his garden was 
successfully dug up by a nocturnal group. 

Clearly, anti-opencast protesters take very seri- 
ously the concept that, "The Earth is not dying, it is 
being killed. And those that are killing it have 
names and addresses." 

Trick or Treat! 

A recent Halloween action surely takes the cake. 
Schnews was on the case with this report, which 
deserves to be quoted in length both for its humor 
and for showing how different EF! actions can be 
across the Atlantic: 

"A nasty big opencast coal mine in Derbyshire was 
put decidedly out of action by the amassed forces of 
miners, ex-miners, radical ecologists, ghosts, witches 
and vampires. The action kicked off at 6 a.m. and 
enjoyed the passive cooperation (if not support) of 
the Derbyshire constabulary, whose scant number of 
officers looked on as an estimated £350,000 of dam- 
age was joyously wreaked upon machinery. One 
activist told Schnews 'machinery was dismantled, 
engines clogged, windows broken, tyres slashed and 
wiring ripped from vehicles. Several generators and 
rigs 'fell' over the side of steep cliff edges as bemused 
workers stood back and laughed.' Rumours that the 
larger scale damage only began after the proprietors 
of the mine refused to proffer up sweets to trick or 
treat activists are unconfirmed. What is known, 
however, is that by the time the protesters made good 
their escape after two or three hours of industrious 
activity, the site had been pretty comprehensively 
trashed; a spokesperson for mine owners HJ Banks 
confirmed, 'every item on site was damaged.'" 

At that point, 50 people went off to take over the 
offices of Harry Banks in nearby Chesterfield, where 
they stayed for nearly four hours. They attempted to 
send a fax from Banks' offices, but were strung along 
by the office staff and made sitting ducks for the 
police. Forty-seven people were arrested, even those 
sitting in front of the building. 

Just another day in Merry Old England.... 

For more information, contact the following groups: 

No Opencast, 190 Shepherds Bush Road, London, 
W6 7NL; 0181 767-3142 or 0181 672 9698. 

Schnews: POB 2600, Brighton, E. Sussex, BN2 2DX, 
England; 01273 685913; e-mail: schnews@cbuzz.co.uk, 
http://www.cbuzz.co.uk/SchNEWS/index.html. 
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Shell in O«£oni 

continued from front page munities must be 

With its history of supplying fuel to the army of organisations have 
apartheid South Africa, Shell is certainly no stranger to bribed to tow the cc 
working hand-in-hand with repressive regimes wher- at gun point to sij 
ever and whenever it can profit. According to N. A. come back. The cc 
Achebe from Shell, "For a commercial company trying non-governmental < 
to make investments, you need a stable government, in Nigeria, particuk 
Dictatorships can give you that." And Shell provides "consulting" certai 
the throne for any regime it can do business with: The opting those who v 
company currently supports the Abacha regime corporate agenda ar 
through economic guidance and investment. Shell Shell's new, imprc 
managers have even worked in key government posi- working busily on n 
tions: Ernest Shonekan, now head of the Shell-backed image and green wa: 
economic development project for Nigeria, "Vision officials have been 
2010," was president of the country in 1993. To date, ers from Nigeria. 
Shell has accrued $30 billion from its investment in from Europe have t 
brutal regimes and its theft of resources in Nigeria. on Shell trips and f< 
The Ogoni's struggle for environmental and hu- ganda about the coi 

man rights was precipitated by the poverty of the commitment to rec 
oil-producing regions and Shell's devastating pollu- tion. Other jour 
tion. Oil provides over 80 percent of the illegal seem to fear legal 
military regime's income, and Shell is responsible and are effectively 
for half of that. Yet those who live above this source from reporting the 
of wealth are amongst the poorest in Nigeria. Across the rest 

Environmentally, Shell operates under a clear Niger Delta, recen 
policy of racist double standards. In contrast to its pationsofflowstati 
performance in areas where white, Western share- hostage-takings h; 
holders live, the company has for 40 years plun- rupted oil produc 
dered the oil from the Niger Delta and left a trail of Chevron. At one ; 
neglect and indifference. out of some I jaw ai 

Rusting high-pressure pipelines crisscross villages I jaws and Itsekiri: 

and farmlands, and countless oil spills and blow- ment manipulatio: 
outs are left unchecked. The land, rivers and lakes local political situ 
are polluted with oil. Gas flaring contributes mas- dozens of people i 
sively to global warming, and the construction of down, however, a r 
flow stations has led to severe respiratory and other ronmental and hr 
health problems. Exploratory work devastates rain- form. Shell now fa 
forest, mangrove and wetland habitat, threatening tion to its environ: 
the biodiversity of the Niger Delta. It is now virtu- The Nigerian oil 
ally impossible for Ogoni farmers and fishers to lead potential to bring a 


f [ port of the people, the com- 

pany is preparing to reenter 
■ ■ Ogoni for full oil operations. 

For this to succeed the com- 
munities must be split: Pro-Shell/pro-government 
organisations have been set up; local chiefs have been 
bribed to tow the company line and some even forced 
at gun point to sign invitations requesting Shell to 
come back. The company is also trying to split the 
non-governmental organizations watchdogging abuses 
in Nigeria, particularly those in Europe, by funding or 
"consulting" certain groups. It has succeeded in co- 
opting those who want money or are naive about the 
corporate agenda and Shell's unwillingness to change. 
Shell's new, improved public relations machine is 
working busily on many fronts to repair the company's 
image and green wash the dirt away. In the West, Shell 
officials have been touring with ^ their support- 
ers from Nigeria. Journalists ™ 
from Europe have been taken 
on Shell trips and fed propa- 
ganda about the company's 
commitment to reconcilia- 
tion. Other journalists 
seem to fear legal action 
and are effectively censored 
from reporting the truth. 

Across the rest of the YM 
Niger Delta, recent occu- Tl \ f 
pations of flow stations and H « ’ 
hostage-takings have dis- 
rupted oil production by Shell and 
Chevron. At one point, Shell was almost forced 
out of some I jaw areas. Ethnic conflict between the 
I jaws and Itsekiris, encouraged by Shell/govern- 
ment manipulation of tribal differences and of the 
local political situation resulted in the deaths of 
dozens of people in clashes. As the violence died 
down, however, a new peaceful movement for envi- 
ronmental and human rights, Chicoco, began to 
form. Shell now faces growing Delta-wide opposi- 
tion to its environmental racism. 

The Nigerian oil workers' unions also have great 
potential to bring about major change. They have a 



that Shell "could easily become the target of very 
serious political action" in the future. 

Meanwhile, other pro-democracy activists, both 
internally and externally, are building firm founda- 
tions for the organised structures of resistance needed 
to successfully replace the regime with some form of 
democratic representation. The new Nigerian-based 
United Action for Democracy is evidence of this 
positive development. 

At Shell's annual shareholders meeting in 1996, 
the board and major shareholders rejected a motion 
from a number of concerned investors calling for 
greater corporate responsibility. The directors were 
offended that their competence in, and desire for, 
monitoring environmental and human rights was 
questioned. As Cor Herkstroter, group managing 
director, said, "There's already someone responsible 
for this — it's me!" And indeed, Shell is being sued by 
the family of Saro-Wiwa and the Centre for Consti- 
tutional Rights for conspiracy to "violently and 
ruthlessly suppress any opposition" to its opera- 
tions in the Niger Delta. The 
prosecution alleges 
that the executions 
— m+f of the Ogoni nine 
/ I f were carried out 
IpW JL f with the "knowl- 

[L | Iff V Ifci edge, consent 

« ^ ftli ItJflji and/or support" 
If II MWItwl of the company. 
w I *l« Despite its pro- 

paganda campaign. Shell's environmen- 
tal and human-rights abuses are not slowing. This 
January environmental activist Nnimmo Bassey was 
arrested and jailed briefly for a second time for 
unexplained reasons. He described such persecu- 
tion as "one of the inconveniences that activists 
have to go through in Nigeria... I was locked up in 
a place designed for 1 2 people. I was number 87, and 
at times we were up to 1 00. .. It shows how fragile our 
freedom is in Nigeria — no one is really free. You are 
only free in installments." 

The Ogoni issue is a test of our response to the 
growing militarisation of commerce and corporate- 


1 



their traditional, sustainable lives. 

Three hundred thousand Ogonis rallied peacefully 
against Shell on Ogoni Day on January 4, 1993. The 
company was declared persona non grata and forced to 
stop all oil production in Ogoni. By 1994 a confiden- 
tial internal memo by the head of the new Internal 
Security Task Force, Major Okuntimo, called for a 
"ruthless military operation" to ensure that "smooth 
economic activities" could commence. Okuntimo 
launched a genocidal attack against the 
Ogoni that left a total of 2,000 dead and 
up to 100,000 as internal refugees. Hun- 
dreds have since fled Nigeria to refugee 
camps across west Africa. The people's 
mobilisation threatened the profits of 
Shell and angered the regime, which views 
resistance as a major threat to its income 
and security, particularly if other minori- 
ties emulate the Ogonis. Thus the catalyst 
for this peaceful and effective grassroots 
resistance, the Movement for the Sur- 
vival of the Ogoni People (MOSOP) and 
its president had to be stopped. 

Peaceful protests of oil installations 
were crushed by the paramilitary Mobile 
Police Force whose presence Shell re- 
peatedly requested. After years of de- 
nial Shell was forced last year to admit 
having imported weapons and to paying 
the military in Ogoni. The company has, 
in fact, financed military operations 
throughout the region and supplied ve- 
hicles, boats and a helicopter to trans- 
port soldiers who have raided villages. 

Killings, beatings, rapes, large-scale loot- 
ing, arbitrary arrests and torture are com- 
monplace. The company even has its 
own armed police force, the Shell Police, 
who themselves are responsible for nu- 
merous human rights abuses. 

Huge rallies on Ogoni Day in 1996, 

1997 and 1998 showed that the Ogoni's 
spirit has not been broken. Yet Shell's 
collusion with the military continues. 

Against its own promise not to resume 
operations in Ogoni without the full sup- 


radical history of solidarity with anti-apartheid sponsored attacks on environmental and human- 

movements in South Africa and initiated a huge rights activists worldwide. The test demands that 

nationwide strike in 1994, the demands of which we step up our organisational ability and activity, 
were similar to elements in the Ogoni Bill of Rights. Effective networking and international solidarity 
Nigerian oil workers occupy a strategic position in with indigenous groups at the sharp end of the 
the Nigerian economy, and they are becoming more corporate stick are paramount, 

conscious of this. A union official in Lagos says the Contact DELTA at Box Z, 13 Biddulph Street, 
unions will "articulate a comprehensive agenda to Leicester LE2 1BH, UK; +44 116 255 3223; e-mail: 
challenge military dictatorship in Nigeria," and lynx@gn.apc.org; www.oneworld.org/delta. 


Population Explosion 

Ain’t What It Used to Be 


which a population stays stable. Be- percent of the way toward replace- 
tween 1975 and 1980, fertility fell to ment levels, 
four children per woman. Today the in Europe, birthrates have fallen 
total fertility rate is estimated at 2.8 20 percent during the '90s to about 

and falling. Suddenly, 650 million 1.4 children per woman, below re- 
people are missing from demographic placement level. Even if the pendu- 
projections for the year 2050. lum of European births swings back 

In May 1997 the US Census Bureau towards replacement levels, by the 
estimated thatthe annual growth of the year 2060 there will be 24 percent 
world's population had fallen to just fewer people in Europe than today, 
over 79 million. Just a year and a half Japanese and Russian rates are also 
earlier, the Census Bureau had estimated at about 1 .4 children, 
that population was growing at 86.8 For the past 25 years in the United 

million yearly. Likewise, in November States, birthrates have been below 
1996 the UN Population Division replacement levels. Since 1972, the 
charted an increase of 81 million per- fertility rate has averaged 1.9 and 
sons a year between 1990 and 1995, rates have fallen in five of the last 

down from the high of 87 million per six years. In America in 1790, 

year between 1985 and 1990, the peak women bore an average of 7.7 chil- 
period of population growth in the his- dren each. Benjamin Franklin wrote 
tory of the world. Both the Census Bu- of children "swarming across the 
reau and the UN had suggested that the country like locusts. " 
world's human population would reach Today, it looks as if people are 

9 billion in 2050 before it stabilizes. If beginning to agree that, as Luis 

the new, lower estimates are true, the Munoz Marin said, "There is an old 
population will stabilize at 7.5 billion. saying that a man must do three 

Between 1965 and 1970, the fertility things during life: plant trees, write 

rate for less developed countries was books and have sons. I wish they 

six children per woman. Now it's three, would plant more trees and write 

and it is falling more quickly than ever more books." 
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Not so long ago the hills, hollows and valleys of Appalachia were a sea of 
deciduous forest. From Pennsylvania’s Allegheny Highlands to the rich coves and 
glades of Virginia and West Virginia, the grandeur and diversity within a temperate 
forest are only equaled by the forests of Hunan and Szechuan in China. Today, 
though, we have forest fragments, stories of old-timers about species like “painter,” 
the Eastern Cougar, and a vision of what can be again. 

The list of extirpated and worse, extinct species of Central Appalachia is 
long (see below). The climax forest of the Central Appalachians is gone. ,.The 
small patches of native forest that remain are not representative of what was. 

Yet, the age of these Appalachians seems to beckon a saddened twenti- 
eth century observer into hope. Hope that 
with time, and a cultivated love for these 
forests, the splendor and wildnqss of Ap- 
palachia will be renewed. 

In his book. Hollows, Peepers and 
Highlands , George Constantz helps us un- 
derstand the time involved in the forma- 
tion of this place we call Central Appala- 
chia; “Appalachia existed for 200 million 
years before terrestrial organisms evolved to 
occupy it.” At roughly 600 million years, the 
Appalachians are one of the oldest continu- 
ously exposed land masses on earth. With 
some rock formations in 
the Blue Ridge dating to the 
Ordovician and Cambrian 
Periods, Appalachia has 
weathered many natural 
changes. In comparison, the 
Colorado River began carving 
into the Plateau Province 
only six million years 
ago. Old age directly 
contributes to the vegetative, and 
therefore animal, diversity within 
this region. This diversity, like that 
of most places on Earth, is suffering 
a dramatic decline. Human land use is 

the biggest single contributor to this decline in Central Appalachia. 

Unlike the western United States, over 90% of the East (east of the 100 
ridian) is privately owned. These non-private lands provide an excellent base for 
ecological recovery, but are not the keystone to a wildlands vision for this region. 

As we grapple with public lands management from the Wayne and Allegheny 
National Forests in the north to the Jefferson and Daniel Boone National Forests in 
the south, the “private lands imperative” grows. Land use patterns are inherently 
most disruptive to ecological processes on the patchwork of private lands in the 
east. There are roughly 5 million people in rural Central Appalachia, and most are 
dependent on wildland activities. However, ownership is skewed as the largest 
private landholders are major multinational corporations involved in resource ex- 
traction. While industry loves to cite that the quantity of temperate forest in the 
United States is increasing, the quality of these forests is in sharp decline (Sugal, 
1997). A solid vision must rely on existing traditions, a closer relationship to the 
land, and a positive approach to behavior and life-style changes. Looking to the 



r,th 


past, mainly to life before multinationals, may provide some answers, but this must 
be augmented with a new vision and land ethic. 

It is important to note that the native humans were the first species extirpated 
from these forests and mountains. Like the floral and faunal diversity, the diver- 
sity and endemism of the first human inhabitants here is largely untaught, ig- 
nored and misunderstood. First accounts are rough sketches of complex rela- 
tionships built over thousands of years of liv- 
ing and interacting with Appalachia. 
x - Juxtaposing our culture and our de- 

structive tendencies to those of the 
first inhabitants is hubris. Articles 
written by “foresters” at the turn 
of the century rationalize 
^ total liquidation of for- 

V ests, bare mountains, and 

rivers filled entirely with 
silt, as simply a continuation 
of “the use and abuse of for- 
ests by Indians.” Still we hear 
the mantra of “the Indians did 
it!” Where does this logic leave 
us? Arguing about what was, not 
what could be. Groping for ex- 
cuses for obvious greed, denial 
and ignorance. Laughing about 
how “those folks in Appalachia are 
stupid.” How many jokes about 
West Virginia do you know? None 
speak to the systematic exploitation of 
vast resources, or the enforced subjuga- 
tion of the land, and people living off the 
land, to the mercy of outsiders. 

The culture of Central Appalachia, 
tribal and colonial, has always been close 
to the land. The cyclical nature of decidu- 
ous forests in rhythm with the changing seasons forced humans to fight for 
survival. Today, power plants, most fueled by coal removed from our moun- 
tains, no longer serve mere basic needs. Coal fuels huge factories, pulp mills, 
and serves the almighty “grid,.” Appalachia is a resource colony. Despite vast 
resources, Central Appalachia is still poor. Clearly this wealth is key to ending our 
cycle of poverty and exploitation. 

In our struggles to defend wildness in Central Appalachia, we face many 
opportunities. One example is coal. No other resource has shaped and defined 
parts of Central Appalachia. The movies Matewan , and Harlan County USA 
are testament. From mountain-top removal to the underground mine fires still 
burning Centralia, PA, the quest for coal has left its scar while providing an, 
albeit tenuous, economic base for over a century. Ironically, burning coal and 
other fossil fuels is killing our forests, poisoning streams, and devastating com- 
munities. 

Still, the spiritual strength, determination, and strong traditions of the people 
of Kentucky, West Virginia, Virginia, Maryland, Ohio, and Pennsylvania will be 
the essentials for rediscovering the antiquity and restoring the diversity of Cen- 
tral Appalachia. 


WE SPEAK FOR THEM 


EXTINCT. EXTIRPATED AND FEDERALLY LISTED SPECIES of CENTRAL 


Birds 

Passenger Pigeon-Extinct 
Peregrine Falcon-Endangered 
Bald Eagle-Threatened 
Loggerhead Shrike-Proposed 
Amphibians 

Shenandoah Salamander-Endangered 
Cheat Mt. Salamander-Endangered 
Hellbender-Proposed 
Reptiles 

Northern Pine Snake-Proposed 
Bog Turtle-Threatened 
Fishes 

Cheat Minnow-Proposed 
Spotfin Chub-Threatened 
Slender Chub-Threatened 
Yellowfin Madtom-Threatened 
Roanoke Logperch-Endangered 


Mammals 

VA Northern Flying Squirrel-Endangered 
Virginia Big-eared Bat-Endangered 
Gray Myotis-Endangered 
Indiana Bat-Endangered 
Red Wolf-Endangered Extirpated 
Gray Wolf-Endangered Extirpated 
Eastern Cougar-Endangered Extirpated 
Elk-Extirpated (reintroduced) 

Bison- Extirpated 

Fisher -Extirpated (reintroduced) 

Beaver -Extirpated (reintroduced) 
Porcupine- Extirpated (except Pa.) 

Insects 

American Burying Beetle-Endangered 
Extirpated 

Regal Fritillary-Proposed 
Diana-Proposed 


Tawny Crescentspot-Proposed 
Southern Grizzled Skipper-Proposed 
Mollusks 

Cumberland Monkeyface-Endangered 
Appalachian Monkeyface-Endangered 
Fanshell-Endangered 
Dromedary Pearly Mussel-Endangered 
Littlewing Pearly Mussel-Endangered 
Cracking Pearly Mussel-Endangered 
Birdwing Pearly Mussel-Endangered 
Tan Riffle Shell-Endangered 
Green Blossom-Endangered 
VA Fringed Mountain Snail-Endangered 
Fine-rayed Pigtoe-Endangered 
Shiny Pigtoe-Endangered 
James River Spinymussel-Endangered 
Tubercled-blossom Pearly-Endangered 
Pink-mucket Pearly-Endangered 


APPALACHIA (incomplete) 

Flat-spired Three-toothed Snail-Endangered 
Clubshell Mussel-Endangered 
Northern Riffleshell Mussel-Endangered 
Ring Pink Mussel-Endangered Extirpated 
Flora 

Smooth Coneflower-Endangered 
Peter’s Mountain Mallow-Endangered 
Virginia Spirea-Threatened 
Small-anthered Bittercress-Endangered 
Shale Barren Rockcress-Endangered 
Virginia Roundleaf Birch-Endangered 
Swamp Pink-Threatened 
Harperella-Endangered 
Northeastern Bulrush-Endangered 
Running Buffalo Clover-Endangered 
Running Glade Clover-Proposed 
End.(Discovered 1992) 

Eastern Prairie Fringed Orchid-Threatened 



restoring the central appalachians 



Realizing the Vision: Steps Towards Wildlands 
Restoration in Central Appalachia 


Citizens call for an end to logging on public lands 


Reinvent public land policy 

By expanding the role of public lands 
past their management boundaries, we can dem- 
onstrate the need for systematic protection of 
these lands. For example, when the Wayne Na- 
tional Forest in Ohio is seen as an ecological rep- 
resentative of the southern Allegheny Plateau, its 
importance and need for restoration is elevated. 
In the heart of the region, the Monongahela, 
George Washington, and Jefferson National For- 
ests comprise several million acres. As one tool. 
Citizens’ Management Alternatives (CMAs) can 
transcend the hackneyed jobs-vs-environment 
myth by articulating what lands need to be pro- 
tected in National Forest plans and what jobs are 
needed to realize this. These efforts are currently 
underway on the Wayne, Jefferson, Allegheny, 
and Monongahela National Forests. 


Going to the 
mountains 
is going 

home. 

— John Muir 


For long-term success, we must rede- 
fine terms of the debate to shift the burden of 
proof from its protectors onto those who would 
destroy this region for short-term profit. Follow- 
ing are three steps to this end. 

Enable private land stewardship 

Itic fate of the Central Appalachian 
landscape is in the hands of private landowners. 
With over 90% of this region under private own- 
ership, it is critical that landowners have options 
and incentives to protect their land. Conserva- 
tion easements allow landowners to donate the 
“right” to destroy their land to a non-profit land 
trust organization for considerable reductions in 
property and estate taxes. Under these agree- 
ments, the land is protected in perpetuity and the 
easement follows the land deed. In addition, 
ecoforestry and non-timber forest products are 
viable alternatives to large-scale industrial extrac- 
tion. Ultimately, pride in our home and a Cen- 
tral Appalachian land ethic must be renewed to 
restore this region. 


Develop regional priorities 

The landscape knows no political 
boundaries. Accordingly, biocentric conserva- 
tion is based on the fundamental principle that 
ultimately, all of our land-use decisions are con- 
strained by ecological criteria, and politico-eco- 
nomic decisions must be made within this 
framework. While all land is sacred, we need to 
identify minimum protection criteria to insure 
ecological functionality across the region as a 
whole. At the most basic level, we need to rep- 
rp.cpnt and reeoiiucui eacn ecoregion in its natu- 
ral state. In the Central Appalachians, these 
ecoregions include the Allegheny Plateau, Ridge 
and Valley section, the Cumberland Plateau, and 
the Blueridge section. 

For more information contact The Appalachian 
Restoration Campaign (see back page). 





Consumption, Forests ZZJZZtZT 

1 hjii i Ti The only “commons” 

and a Wild Future we have ieft arc essen 

tial for providing what 

Due to ongoing and past environmental im- can’t be found else- 
pacts, most of the remaining Central Appalachian where — large, rela- 
natural areas are impoverished, stunted, dimin- tively undisturbed 
ished, and fragmented. Even so, an incredible natural areas to coun- 
opportunity remains. The remnant forests of the terbalance and mitigate 
Central and Southern Appalachians offer a unique the effects of resource 
opportunity for ecological recovery; an opportu- extraction and habitat 
nity certainly unmatched in the East, perhaps fragmentation in the 
anywhere in the world. The wild old-growth for- surrounding landscape, 
ests which naturally blanketed this region have It must be empha- 
been extirpated, battered, and dismembered. It’s sized that preservation 
up to us to remember these forests here and now. alone is not sufficient. 
The region’s remaining natural areas are under Past damage and 
increasing assault from within and without. Their present human impact 
content and context are being damaged by high- require restoration 
ways, pulp mills, mines, factory farms and ram- ecology. Active human 
pant “meat” production (the unhappy relationship intervention to help 
between pork chops, hamburgers, chicken nug- lands recover from se- 
gets and wildemess/ecological degradation seems vere abuse consists of 
to be the big unmentionable of contemporary en- activities designed to 
vironmentalism; the magnitude of this excessive mitigate, stabilize, re- 
meat addiction is explicit throughout the Central duce and neutralize hu- 
Appalachians), industrial strength wreck-cre- man disruption. This 
ation, expanding development, population, acid basically means aiding 
deposition and on and on. natural processes, not 

The region’s integrity (its wholeness and substituting for them, 
sound functioning) is severely compromised. This massive restor- 
A region wide proactive land conservation ative task entails a shift 



Remnant Bur Oak in Kentucky 


policy is the only viable strategy that offers a in agency budget priorities, increased public in- 
way to progress beyond ubiquitous abuse. This volvement, job training, research and education, 
is a massive undertaking. Linking issues. Specific budget transfers from roads, timber 
groups and ethics is essential. One goal of this sales, and game manipulation to active restora- 
effort is the re-establishment of big, connected tion practices, recreation management, research. 
Eastern wilderness. education, and vigorous protection against 

To begin to protect and restore functionality poaching are a good start, 
of the Central Appalachians, we need to estab- The ecological reserve system will be anew 
lish criteria for ecological integrity and translate form of partnership, not designed to further erode 
this into achievable policies. Though it must be local control, but instead decentralize responsi- 
remembered that the establishment of a reserve bility for the region’s destiny. The National For- 
system is not the be-all and end-all of conserva- est Protection and Restoration Act (H.R. 2789) 


State 

Human Population 

Population 

Increase of 

Number of 


Density (people 

Increase Since 

Developed Lands 

Federally Threatened 


per square mile) 

1982 

Since 1992 

and Endangered Species 

West Virginia 

75 

8% 

20% 

21 

Virginia 

157 

17% 

26% 

52 

Pennsylvania 

265 

1% 

15% 

10 


470 

15% 

16% 

24 


93 

2% 

29% 

38 

Ohio 

267 

2% 

15% 

18 


Table stats from “Saving Biodiversity: a Status Report on State Laws, Policies, and Programs, " Defenders of Wildlife, 1996. 

tion. These proposed preserves are only crisis- will do much to help achieve this vision. Beyond 
response refuges a necessary stop-gap measure this, a comprehensive Appalachian Ecosystem 
until human population-consumption-production Restoration bill is necessary, 
patterns balance with the Earth. p or too long agriculture, development, and 

We, as individuals and as a society, have to industry have defined the debate and set the 
face the fact that our existing protected natural ar- agenda for our relationship with the Central Ap- 
eas are much too small. Our present conservation palachians. Anew paradigm is in order — one that 
efforts are much too timid. We have to honestly emphasizes the wholeness, health, and sacred 
ask: What are the conservation needs and oppor- beauty of the mountain forests that are our life 
tunities? The need is the preservation of extensive support systems. 

habitat base to sustain biodiversity at all levels. In a n our decisions, both individual and 

The opportunities to meet this pressing need collective, it is vital that we never forget the 
largely lie in the few extensive tracts of relatively ot h er s who are not represented. They cannot hire 
undeveloped land we have left — the natural ar- lawyers, they cannot file appeals, they cannot 
eas known as public lands, the National Forests, sit on the juries and boardrooms deciding their 
Parks, and Refuges and various state-owned fate. We must represent them ourselves. Who 
properties. It is these lands, along with adjacent speaks for Copperhead? For Slime Mold? Li- 
private holdings, that are large enough to serve c h en ? Wood Rat? Paw-paw? Toad and Milli- 
as core roadless area preserves that are neces- pede? To embrace them all is our covenant. 
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To Increase Our Understanding 
and Aid in Our Wanderings: 


Atlas of the Virginia Flora. Third Edition. Virginia Botanical As- 
sociates. Hars ill, Bradley, Stevens, VVieboldt, Ware, Ogle, 
Ramsey, and Fleming. 1992. 

Flora of West Virginia, Second Edition. Seneca Books Inc. 
Strausbaugh and Core. 1978. 

Herbaceous Plants of Maryland. Port City Press. Brown and 
Brown. 1986. 



What’s left of John Prine’s "Paradise" Kentucky — TVA’s Paradise Coal Station 


Woody Plants of Maryland. Port City Press. Brown and Brown 
1972 

Atlas of the Flora of Pennsylvania. The Morris Arboretum of the 
University of Pennsylvania. Wherry, Fogg, and Wahl. 1979. 

Guide to the Vascular Plants of the Blue Ridge University of Geor- 
gia Press. Wofford. 1989. 

Gray's Manual of Botany, Eighth Edition. Dioscorides Press. 
Fernald. Reprint 1987. 

An Illustrated Flora of the Northern United States and Canada. 
Second Edition. Dover Publications Inc. 197(1. 

A Guide to Endangered and Threatened Species in Virginia. 
McDonald and Woodward Publishing Company. Terw illiger and 
Tate. 1995. 

Threatened and Endangered Plants and Animals of Maryland. 
Maryland Natural Heritage Program. Dept, of Natural Re- 
sources. 1984. 

Mammals of the Carolinas Virginia and Maryland. University of 
North Carolina Press. Webster, Parnell and Biggs. 1985 

Amphibians and Reptiles of the Carolinas and Virginia. Univer- 
sity of North Carolina Press. Martof, Palmer, Bailey, Harrison 
and Dermid. 1980. 

Freshwater Fishes. Houghton Mifflin Co. Page and Burr. 1991. 

A Field Guide to the Birds of Eastern and Central North America. 
Houghton Mifflin Co. Peterson. 1980. 

A Field Guide to Eastern Butterflies. Houghton Mifflin. Opler 
and Malikul. 1992. 
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West Virginia Environmental Coalition 
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Adam Horowitz talks with Montana Governor Marc Racicot about his administration's role in 


" We welcome submissions of articles, letters, poetry 
and art that put the Earth first, build the Earth -Fi rst! 
movement aid in healthy debate shaping the 
growth of the movement and advance the creation 
of a world wild and free of speciesism, racism, sexism, 
violence, exploitation and oppression." 


Montana Governor 
Stampeded by 
Critical Herd 


by Grampa Smedley and Crusty Brownshorts 

Fresh from the hot springs of Montana, two- 
legged EF! buffalo converged in Missoula to con- 
front the buffalo killer Governor Marc Racicot during 
his brief visit to the Garden City. In the early 
morning hours, activists scaled the exit sign over- 
looking 1-90 and hung a banner reading, "Stop the 
slaughter" with a painting of a healthy buffalo on 
one side and a bloody buffalo on the other. It was 
the first image the governor saw as he drove into 
Missoula County. Hours later, when the governor 
came to the University of Montana, he was wel- 
comed by Earth First! and a lot of pissed off buffalo 
who stopped him from entering a meeting until he 
answered some questions about why his henchmen 
at the Department of Livestock (DOL) are killing 
our last wild buffalo herd. 

The governor's policy is to treat the buffalo as 
livestock when they step out of Yellowstone Na- 
tional Park to look for food. This policy allows the 
DOL and other rednecks to shoot the buffalo. The 
governor responded to our questions with the usual 
political bullshit. While he was speaking, an activist 
took over the stage at the University Center to draw 
in students. Delyla Wilson spoke to about 100 


The Critical Herd slaughtered by the Department of Livestock as they grazed at the federal 

building in Missoula, Montana 


people and two-legged buffalo 
until the DOL came and shot 
the buffalo with red dye. After 
the theater, activists cornered 
the governor once again. They 
demanded he answer more 
questions and attend a public 
meeting in March. The gover- 
nor soon escaped, but the two- 
legged buffalo will return! 

The buffalo then headed to the griz statue on 
campus and were greeted by 150 students ready for 
the Critical Herd march to Senators Baucus and 
Burns offices. This time the herd was confronted by 
city cops who demanded we walk on the sidewalk. 
But these were wild buffalo, so we took all four lanes 
and clogged traffic in all directions. One activist was 
given a $100 citation. As the herd marched down- 
town and by Hellgate High School the chant trans- 
formed from "Hey, Hey, Ho, Ho. Save the wild 
buffalo!" to "Skip school!" and, "They're teaching 
you lies, lies, lies!" Three students joined the march 
as it made its way downtown (followed by several 
hundred cars) to the senators' offices, which had 
closed up shop. The herd then headed to the federal 
building. Building security saw us coming but was 
unable to stop us from taking the 
front doors. 

Last year 1,100 buffalo were 
slaughtered by Montana's Depart- 
ment of Livestock. This year only 
11 have been killed due to the 
efforts of Buffalo Nations. One 
dead buffalo is too many! Help 
stop the madness; come to West 
Yellowstone, send people and 
money to Buffalo Nations, POB 
957, West Yellowstone, MT 
59758; (406) 642-0070. Thank 
you Earth First! and Environmen- 
tal Action Community for taking 
a stand! 

From the action in Missoula, 
some folks headed to Boise for 
an exclusive, wise-use meeting 
with the heads of the US Forest 
Service, Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment and Parks Service. With 
just a few people, we made a 
huge media splash! We not only 
delivered the Zero Cut message 
| to Michael Dombeck, chief of 
| the Forest Service, we caught the 
| lens of the New York Times. A 
I photo of our banner which read, 
| "Dombeck— End Logging on 
§ Public Lands! Zero Cut!" ap- 
peared next to a photo of 
Dombeck and Park Service Di- 
rector Robert G. Stanton. 


EF! RESPONSE TO RACISM 

"Increasingly, racists and xenophobes are camouflaging 
their agendas in the terms of environmentalism. An ex- 
ample is the upcoming referendum offered to the Sierra 
Club membership advocating reducing US immigration. 

Peoples crossing borders imposed by European immigrants 
are not disproportionately responsible for environmental 
destruction or consumer culture. Corporations and the 
governments they control are. Social justice and self- 
determination are integral to environmental sustainability. 

To address overpopulation, we must first end systems of 
dominance and advance a worldview that puts the Earth 
first. We encourage the members of the Sierra Club to reject 
in the strongest terms this racist referendum. Racism has no 
place in the environmental movement." 

— 1 998 Earth First! Organizers Conference 


Newly Revised 
Earth first! Journal 
Guidecircles 


the senseless slaughter of America's last free-roaming buffalo herd. 

EF! Organizers 
Conference 
Cleaned Up 

by Susan Franz 

The setting was perfect; a grand old hotel com- 
plete with fireplaces, porches and hot tubs nestled 
in the Buffalo Bill Divide of the Thompson Range. A 
wild winter in the mild Rockies choked to an end, 
and spring creeped just over the horizon (which can 
take a long time in Montana). 

The roar of vehicles was heard, and cars descended 
into the hotel parking lot like bison into a capture 
facility. The dust cleared, and black and camo-clad 
gangs emerged with towels in hand. 

If you didn't make it to the 1998 Organizers 
Conference/Winter Rendezvous, you missed the 
cleanest gathering in EF! history. 

Meetings junkies gathered in comfortable spaces, 
and the straggling few who wanted to. play had 
facilities to do so on site. Small group discussions, 
regional and interregional caucuses and tete-a-tetes 
took place in the hot tubs. Coalition building, 
message development and the direction of the 
movement were discussed at length. We examined 
our effectiveness and rose to the new challenges 
ahead for us, such as anti-immigration racism, Zero 
Exploitation, millenarian cults and the green fringe. 

We even decided a few things. We consensed, 
although not easily, on revised "guidecircles" for 
the Earth First! Journal (the changes are printed 
below). We consensed on a strong statement de- 
nouncing the Sierra Club anti-immigration ballot 
initiative (also below). We decided to try the 
Organizers Conference/Winter Rendezvous struc- 
ture (meeting, meeting, meeting, party party, meet- 
ing, party), which seemed to work well. 

Movement moving and shaking took place down 
at the community center /bowling alley. High scores 
(by Midwesterners, of course) were in the 160s, an 
unidentified Minnesotan was rumored to have 
bowled a 175 (if anyone has any information on 
this, please contact us immediately). Music was 
provided by the Velcro Sheep (whose name has 
something to do with cowboys and chaps, you 
figure it out). Frazzled from too many meetings, 
folks thrashed to the music, sharked away on the 
pool tables and bowled like amateurs (except for the 
aforementioned Midwesterners). 

At one point late in the evening, there was a block- 
ade to save the pins. People felt senseless destruction 
and violence was being inflicted on the pins, pushing 
them towards extinction (plus the band felt neglected). 
Violence ensued (in the form of bowling), and peace- 
keepers had to be called in. Soon the protesters re- 
treated to dance some more. Pinheads First! 

All in all, the weekend produced good things. We 
got to rant, strategize, relax and be rowdy. I hope all 
our conferences will be as fruitful as this one. 


(Listed here are the significant guidecircle changes. 
New wording is bold. Removed wording is struck. The 
Journal Advisory Board was also removed, with a provi- 
sion for reinstatement if needed. Other changes were 
made to reflect the way the staff is currently structured.) 
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Ronald McDon 


s inside the store. The pub 


The reasons for protesting 
McDonald's are many, including 
cruelty to animals, environmental 
damage, low wages, poor treatment 
of workers and brainwashing chil- 
dren into eating unhealthy food. As 
Ronald left the building, his twin 
burst into flame. After Ronald had 
finished burning, the demonstra- 
tors doused his charred remains wit h 
water and left, r . 

Formoreinformation, contact Aaron 
Koleszar at Island Residents Against 
Toxic Environments (IRATE); (902) 
659-2570; e-mail: aaronk@isn.net; 
http://wwwmcspotiight.org/. 

Activists Blockade Oil 
JExploration Vessel 

On January 22, under the gaze of 
heavy security, two Greenpeace ac- 
tivists in a solar survival capsule de- 
layed British Petroleum's (BP) new 
offshore oil exploration ship from 
leaving Belfast harbor for the Atlan- 
tic Frontier. 

This is the first nonviolent action 
against new oil exploration since 
the Kyoto summit on climate 
change. Supported by three inflat- 
able boats and a team of eight divers, 
the activists evaded Belfast's milita- 
rized streets before slipping into the 
water to prevent the Schiehallion 
from leaving port. The bright yel- 
low survival capsule was chained to 
the harbor floor. 

BP's Schiehallion, a new floating 
production, storage and off-loading 
vessel, was on its way to the ocean 
wilderness of the northeast Atlantic, 
* called the Atlantic Frontier, to begin 
extracting new oil. The deep trenches 
of the Atlantic Frontier support a 
level of biological diversity roughly 
similar to a temperate rainforest. The 
blockade was primarily intended to 
highlight the British government's 
hypocrisy in tackling climate change. 


in the Treetops 

BY TlGGER 

Why a love pod? Imagine creating a resistance in 
ancient tree tops with platforms, nets and determined 
activists, only to have it destroyed by eviction, placing 
the forest and the lives of activists in danger. The love 
pod was created by earth defenders who had seen and 
heard of one too many tree sit evictions and knew there 
was a solution. Plans sprouted from rough sketches in 
the dirt to the real thing this fall at Headwaters. The love 
pod became a steel-skinned, multi-panel tree house that's 
designed to provide raid-proof housing for tree villagers. 
Visualize a metal disc around a giant redwood, over 100 
feet up, like a collar on a ship's mast line, but infinitely 
more comfortable. Make it large enough for a wild bunch 
of eco-warriors with food to last them a few months. 
Include a golden teepee cover wrapped around the sup- 


barrier against eviction. 


The original vision was to erect two love pods with a 
walkway in between suspending hammocks and a giant 
banner. At Headwaters this fall, due to strategy and logis- 
tics, a single love pod was set up with a cargo net stretched 
between six trees, along with a few traverses and platforms. 

North Coast Earth First! gave 
the love pod it's first test. 

So, how to build a love pod? 
First, understand that all the 
measurements are variable, so 
smaller pods on smaller trees 
are definitely possible. If you 
have a favorite tree, it's pos- 

I sible to dimension a "custom" 
| pod for your own village. The 
| size of this first pod was largely 
t determined by the materials 

I I we were able to procure with 
| our limited budget. The de- 
| sign transfers approximately 
1 one-third of the weight radi- 
cally inward onto 15 alloy 

... „ , „ blocks, preventing the tree 

Activists occupy Rockall. r ° 


port ropes, add some water storage barrels and solar 
powered communication equipment. 

The core of the platform is a steel cable and machine alloy 
block anchor, into which 15 seven-foot steel bars bolt. 
These beams can pivot at the anchor, allowing the whole 
structure to move with the tree. There is a second set of steel 
cable anchors 14 feet above the suspension ropes (one for 
each spar) to clip into. Fifteen wedge-shaped, bonded 
plywood and sheet metal panels slip into alloy plate retain- 
ers. Upon completion, the love pod forms a living room 18 
feet in diameter. It's effective because the panels stick seven 
feet out all the way around the tree, forming a seamless 


A love pod in the making 

from being ringed by the steel cables, 
which are necessary for installation. 
There are numerous safety mecha- 
nisms built into the structure, so 
inquire if you have questions as to 
how to build each piece. Please don't 
substitute materials or hardware. 

In addition to the love pod struc- 
ture, you will need proper training 
and gear for each climber. Other ac- 
cessories include water containers, 
cooking utensils, first aid, commu- 
| nication equipment and cameras, as 
well as food for a month or two. 

I The cost for one full-sized pod is 
5 approximately $2,000. Allow approxi- 
mately 200 hours to assemble every- 
Life in the love pod thing. The next consideration is how 
to transport the materials. We built a 
couple of bikes with steel frames (similar to a glass rack) that 
worked fine in rehearsal, but because of the deployment 
group's inexperience, a wheel collapsed on each "horse." 

We have prepared an information packet with detailed 
drawings, pictures and notes that we will gladly send to 
anyone interested in building a pod. I feel that '98 is the 
year of the tree village, and I hope that scores of activists 
become inspired to take to the trees. Good Luck! 

Contact Fairfax Action Team, POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 
94938; e-mail: fat@grin.net. 


• 15 wedge-shaped bonded steel and plywood pan- 
els, seven-feet long, tapering four feet to one foot 

• 15 mild steel spars 6.67-feet long, .10-inch wall 
thickness, 1.5 square feet 

• 15 7,000-series alloy plates seven-feet long, .25- 
inch thick, six-inches wide 

• 45 7,000-series alloy plates one-foot long, .25-inch 
thick, three-inches wide 

• 15 6,000-series alloy blocks seven-inches long, 1.25 
square feet 

• 10 steel cables, 20-feet long, .43-inches in diameter 

• 15 forged steel eyebolts, .375-inch shank 

• 15 grade-eight bolts, 3.5-inches long, .375 inches 
in diameter 

• 45 grade-five carriage bolts 4.5-inches long, .375 
inches in diameter 

• 30 forged cable clamps 

• 15 support ropes (static) 

• 15 carabiners (utility okay) 

• associated washers, nuts and paint 

• optional but recommended: teepee cover (15 pan- 
els 18' long tapering 4' to 1') 
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by Thuja 

Field communications is an increasingly impor- 
tant aspect of our work. A lot of folks in the move- 
ment are suspicious of technology. I am too, but I 
believe it's important to take up the tools available 
to us. Those who don't "do" tech will have it done 
to them. For this reason, the following information 
is presented to acquaint activists with radio so that 
they have a better chance of establishing effective 
communications in the field. 

Radio is magic. It has to do with rhythm just like 
everything else in nature. The laws of physics are 
another beautiful manifestation of the intricacies of 
Gaia. Radio frequencies are measured in megahertz 
(MHz), or millions of oscillations per second. The 
portions of the radio spectrum of primary interest to 
activists are the 27 MHz citizens band (CB) (which 
will be dealt with in more detail next issue) and a 
broad swath known as VHF and UHF frequencies 
roughly between 130 and 500 MHz. 

Legal 

Unfortunately, no effective communication sys- 
tems are freely available to private citizens. CB and 
family radia service (FRS), another grossly inad- 
equate system, are the only options legally avail- 
able to anyone without a license. Radio 
communications in the US are regulated by the 
FCC (Federal Communications Commission 
X/C or Fucking Censorship Conspiracy). This is 
'' ", ■ the same agency that busts community 
' A { micro-power broadcasters and sells the 

S ' public airwaves to the highest corpo 
r w. rate bidder. The FCC has it set 
"" up so you have to register 

Big 


of people being fined $5,000 for using channel 16 
while hunting well inland. Anywhere near a coast- 
line or a waterway the channels will be crammed. 
Again, authorities looking for troublemakers will 
listen here first. A brand new marine handheld can 
run you $300 at a boating shop, but they can be had 
quite a bit cheaper at pawnshops or yard sales in 
coastal communities. 

In addition to using the above systems without a 
license, another option is finding frequencies allo- 
cated to unused services in your area and modify- 
ing radios to operate there. This is a more involved 
undertaking but has the advantages of getting you 
away from other users and making it harder for 
those who would listen. Get a scanning radio 
and a Police Call or Betty Bearcat frequency vgl p* 

book at Radio Shack and familiarize 
yourself with frequency use in your 
area while learning what chan- plo " 42 J/f" . /P * 
nels the cops use so you can | , l( J 3 

monitor them. Acquire old r l* jlr-i 5 n 
cop or business radios and ' 
get them set up on these % ' r— 

frequencies. This will re- 
quire cultivating a sym- \ 
pathetic electronics per- ^ 

son to actually do the 
modifications. 


So, keep the radios out of sight. The best example 
of this I ever witnessed was a woman wired with an 
earphone concealed under her hair, a throat micro- 
phone under her scarf, a push-to-talk switch in her 
pocket and a little wire antenna wound into her 
dreadlocks. The actual radio was in her day pack. 
She was negotiating with the cops while transmit- 
ting, and they had no clue. It was awesome! 

Keep the power down if you can. If the radios have 
variable power and you can establish reliable com- 
munication on low power, do it. As long as the 
signal hits your intended audience, that's all you 
need. Anything more is just extra signal for some- 
else to find. In many situa- 
tionskeepingthepower 
,-*• down is impos- 

. _^j 


A quick note on ama-M 
ur radio. ItistemDt- •JSRF 


teur radio. It is tempt- 
ing to bootleg on V 
the amateur 


VHF/UHF 


bands ^ 









Hfi 



if you want \ , *' 

anything that - ^ 

works. ^ 

Now, I don't believe in 

these laws, but people should be aware of them. It is 
a felony to use radios in the commission of a crime, 
even a misdemeanor. Mundane campaign commu- 
nications are one thing, but using a radio in connec- 
tion with night work could be serious shit. It is 
illegal to transmit any signal over l/100th of a watt 
without a license, except CB, FRS or marine VHF 
from a boat. Depending on the situation, fines can 
run from a few hundred to hundreds of thousands 
of dollars. 

Bootlegging 

That said, let's talk about what people might do in 
the real world. Operating without a license is known 
as "bootlegging." Bootlegging in VHF or UHF is the 
best bet for clandestine operations. 

General mobile radio service (GMRS) is a five-watt 
system operating at 462 MHz. Technically it re- 
quires a license, but the licenses are free and the 
radios can often be purchased with nothing more 
than a promise to the retailer that you'll send in for 
one. The channels will be pretty full in metro areas 
and will be one of the first places the cops will listen 
if they know you are using radios in the woods. The 
radios cost $200-$300 new and can be purchased 
from most business radio retailers. They are also 
advertised in mail-order hunting supply catalogs. 

Marine VHF radios are widely available and fairly 
affordable. They operate around 156-161 MHz and 
generally run five watts. Stay the hell off channels 
16 and 19, especially 16. These are emergency and 
contact channels and are well monitored. I've heard 




Brother 


i P j 


because 
the equip- 
% ment can be 
had at swap 
meets. Please don't. 
' Amateurs (private citi- 
zens licensed for cer- 
tain frequencies) are 
locked in their own 
struggle with corporations 
that want their bandwidth. 
Anarchy on the amateur 
bands only gives the corpora- 
tions more ammunition, and 
' some amateurs would curry fa- 
vor with the FCC by turning 
you in. That said, many ama- 
teur radios can be "opened * 

up" to operate over broader ^5 

swaths of spectrum outside the g ^ 
small amateur range. These are g 
truly versatile communications g Q i 

tools. Information on modifi- g A 

cations to amateur equipment t 
is readily available on the f jhl 

internet or in "mod books" f JFg 

available from ads in publica- I / JmS 
tions such as Popular Commu- I MB 

nications or 73. 1 MB 

If you choose to bootleg, pick % MB 
your frequencies carefully. You \ JUf 
should listen to a frequency a lot \ U 
to insure that it is unused in your C 

area. Do not interfere with other * 

users. The whole idea is to exist in the 
cracks and never get noticed. 

Operation 

The best thing you can do to keep your commu- 
nications from being intercepted is to practice good 
operating procedure. This is common sense security 
stuff, but I've seen it ignored too many times. 

Don't flaunt your abilities. It's tempting to run 
around in front of the cops talking to each other, 
"Neener, neener. We've got our toys too." Don't! 
Cops love to bust people with radios. They figure 
they get to bag a leader, take out someone with an 
important role in the action at hand and send the 
radio into their lab to see what you've got. You may 
not get it back. Some radios seized at the 1996 
Chicago Democratic Convention were gone for 
over a year before the cops gave them back. 




A 


<?P 

it 


b a five-watt radio 1 
and wish you had more. 

Keep transmissions short. Yacking 
away serves no purpose, runs down 
your batteries and makes your frequency 
easier to find. Even sophisticated scanning 
equipment usually takes a couple seconds to 
lock on a transmission, unless it is really dose to 1|| 
you. With good planning beforehand, vital infor- 
mation can often be distilled down to a couple 
syllables. I've seen operations pulled off in which 
key communications consisted of a couple of grunts — 
total time on the air, about four seconds. 

Work up a private language within your affinity 
group. If planning time is short, a few "code" words 
or noises may be all you are able to prepare. Be sure 
to make them distinctive and sharply 

8 best codes, how- 

really entire rudi- 
ry languages that 
adapt to changing 
)mmunications 
teeds in dynamic 
situations. Be 
warned, au- 
thorities have 
alleged in court 
that coded ac- 
tivist transmis- 
sions caught on 
tape alluded to 
planned acts of 
violence. 

Get plenty of 
attery packs to fit 
jlt radios, and go 
situations with all 
i charged. Most 
eat 12 volts, so a 
good tncK is to get sealed motor- 
cycle or computer backup batteries and rig them to fit 
your radio's power jack. Be sure the +'s and -'s get to 
the right places or you'll smoke the radio. These 
batteries will last all day (or night) and with enough 
wire can go in a fanny pack or cargo pocket. 

Effective communications can make or break an 
action. With enough care given to planning and 
training, you can create your own action communica- 
tions systems that enable you to relay vital informa- 
tion. Tiie FCC has its hands full at the moment with 
the burgeoning micro-power broadcast movement so 
keep 'em out of sight, keep it short, stay out of the way 
of other users and you can get away with a lot. 


FOR 

THE 

PEOPLE 
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by Josh Raisler Cohn 

Harassment is nothing new to social and environ- 
mental movement activists. Attempts to intimi- 
date, isolate, scare, threaten and harm us are both 
pervasive and sometimes effective. As more people 
within our movement are targeted with this type of 
harassment, it becomes more important to address 
this issue and begin thinking about a solid network 
of support for targeted activists. As someone who 
has been singled out for harassment, I have learned 
that there are many others who have had similar 
experiences. People are trying to quell our move- 
ment, and I want to beat them at their own game by 
telling my story and removing the cloak of isola- 
tion. We can foil wise use and law enforcement 
attempts to paralyze our movement. 

I have only been active for about a year and a half. 
Within that period, I have been targeted various 
times, including on my "first day" as an activist when 
I went out to the Allegheny National Forest to meet 
with the Allegheny Defense Project (ADP). After a day 
hiking in the woods, I slept in the bushes (having 
forgotten my tent). Two men walked into my camp- 
site, which was two miles from a road, and started 
talking about how nice it would be if they opened a 
hunting season on "long hairs." One of the men had 
a rifle. Once they left, I got outta there, only to find 
my car spray painted with, "Fuck off tree hugger." I 
Went home. 

Seven months later, I started interning at ADP, 
and within a week we filed a major lawsuit against 
the Forest Service. One week later I went to a Ruckus 
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rave been bombarded with the tirr 


[the Pennsylvania attorne 
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:tion for a considerable time. Univer 
icials at a school that two ADP acdvis 
end have been asked to put pressure on 
«. a i* . *’ s ,<•!, ‘ : \i 

jobs as professors at the University 
gh threatened. 

ongressman John Peterson has bee 
champion of the timber industry. He is 
the seventh largest recipient of timber it 
money in Congress, and he is only servi 
first year in office. Peterson has made "dealing 
with the radical preservationists, anti-loggers" 
his number one objective. In an effort to bring 
national attention to the ADP court victory, 
Peterson intends to bring Newt Gingrich and a 
congressional delegation to the Allegl 
confront activists. 

The more effective the Allegheny 
and the national movement 
on public lands becomes, the i 
the intensity on the Allcgh 




action camp in North Carolina. After I returned to 
the Alleghenies, I got a phone call from a good 
friend who told me she had received a threatening 
letter about me. The letter included a photo of me in 
my car, with a target drawn around my head, and 
the message, "Tell your pain in the ass friend to get 
the fuck out of my forest before he gets hurt." I 
checked my mailbox and found a copy of the same 
photo with a bull's-eye drawn around my head. The 
only place I can figure the photo could have been 
taken was when I was parking at the action camp, 



800 miles from my home. 

A few days later I was circled by a pickup truck 
while a man in the passenger seat took photos of 
me. The license plate of the shiny pickup truck was 
covered in mud. 

I am not named in the lawsuits filed on the 
Allegheny National Forest. I have not commented 
on many timber sales. I have not had my name in 
the press, and I am not especially visible in the 
community. 

In the fall, we won a major lawsuit, shutting 
down half the year's timber sales on the Allegheny 
National Forest. Two weeks later, while driving 
home alone from an animal rights organizing meet- 
ing, I was pulled over by an unmarked car with 
flashing red lights on the dash and white lights in 
the grill. The car sat behind me for about two 
minutes and drove away. Some days later I received 
a letter through my campus mail system that read, 
"Don't like getting pulled over do you? No more 
warnings." The next day there was a flier in our 
campus mail room that read, "Wanted Josh Raisler 
Cohn $500 Reward. This tree spiking, animal liber- 
ating, machine sabotaging asshole must be stopped. 
He is an eco-fascist and doesn't give a shit about 
people's well being. If you stop him we will find 
you with this reward." 

This February I was down in southern Ohio help- 
ing out with the first ever blockade in the Wayne 
National Forest, fighting an illegal stripmine. On 
my way home I was pulled over by the police twice. 
The first time I was warned for driving five miles 
over the limit. The second time, an hour later, a 
policeman walked up to the car (which is not 
registered to me) and said, "Hi Josh. You were 
speeding and we suspect you have drugs in your 
car." Two officers spent 45 minutes searching the 
car and found nothing. At this point, an unmarked 
car pulled up, and a man in a suit got out of the 
passenger side. He walked over to me and said, "Hi 
Josh. Did you have fun at the party tonight? Though 
I know you are not much of a partier. (There had 
been a victory celebration that evening for those 


I returned to involved in the Wayne protests.) We did not think 

from a good you were leaving until the morning; you made us 

a threatening come out earlier than we were expecting. Speaking 
ihoto of me in for myself, and many others, we are glad you are 
ny head, and leaving southern Ohio, and why don't you stay 
s friend to get away for a while? Drive safely." 
gets hurt." I He walked back to his car, and the policeman 
y of the same told me to be on my way. Ecstatic to be leaving, 
my head. The and hoping to change into some dry pants, I did 

ild have been just that. 

action camp, I have taken part in a few demos, hung off a 

building on my 
campus to pro- 
test live animal 
experimenta- 
tion, interned 
with a forest 
defense group, 
attended a zero 
cut organizing 
meeting and 
helped out 
with some civil 
disobedience 
actions. I am 
by no means a 
seasoned activ- 
ist. This sort of 
harassment is 
nothing new, 
but I am an 
unlikely target. 
However, I 
have learned a 
lot and want to 
pro-actively 
counter these 

The cordial greeting left by timber industry goons in the Allegheny attempts at in- 
timidation and isolation. I've received much good 
pickup truck advice, which I will try to pass on. 

3k photos of If you are a victim or witness of harassment: 
up truck was 1. Write everything down, as accurately as you 
can, and keep all records in a safe place, 
filed on the 2. Report it to the police, and ask for a copy of the 
commented report for documentation. 

my name in 3. Keep the originals of anything you receive, and 

isible in the let the police have photocopies. If the harassment 
comes from somewhere within the government, it 
lit, shutting would be too easy for the police to "lose" documen- 
le Allegheny tation. Do not give them the opportunity, 
hile driving 4. Record all badge numbers and license plate 
nizing meet- numbers, if you can. (I was told by police in south- 
ced car with ern Ohio that I could have their badge numbers "at 
life lights in the station.") 

r about two 5. Contact other activists. These are attempts to 
ter I received make us ineffective and scared, and we should all 
m that read, reach out to our community when we need the 
iu? No more support. 

flier in our 6. Remember that you are being effective as an 
[Josh Raisler activist. There must be some reason why you have 
inimal liber- been targeted. 

t be stopped. There are a number of groups out there that can 
a shit about provide support and information. How to Deal 
we will find with Harassment is a .report available from the 
Western States Center, POB 40305, Portland, OR 
i Ohio help- 97240; (503) 228-8866; 5 e-mail: 

l the Wayne harassment@wsc.pdx.org; website: www.epn.org/ 
ripmine. On westernstates. Brain Glick's short book, War At 
police twice. Home: Covert Action Against US Activists and What 
ig five miles We Can Do About It, has many references and 
lour later, a groups that can provide further support info. It's 
hich is not published by South End Press, 
l. You were Events like this happen, sometimes in unlikely 
rugs in your places at unlikely times to unsuspecting people. I 

rarching the carry a cell phone and a little container of pepper 
n unmarked spray with me wherever I go. It took some reconcil- 
>t out of the ing to be able to do that, and I don't like the idea of 
md said, "Hi it. All these experiences have greatly affected the 
jht? Though way I live and have strengthened my resolve, rein- 
. (There had forcing what is truly important within my life. Be 
ig for those strong, be proud and be safe. 
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continued from front page 

and stripped for coal too many times to count in the 
past century and a half. This region is also home to the 
federally endangered Indiana bat, which is the spotted 
owl of the East, and many other flora and fauna. 

The protests follow a two-year campaign to prevent 
this 25-acre coal stripmine, the first mine to be 
allowed on the Wayne in five years. Despite strict 
federal prohibitions against coal mining on national 
forests, Buckingham Coal Company was given the 
right to stripmine by the Office of Surface Mining 
(OSM). Appeals of the OSM's authorization, and the 
permit granted by the state, have been submitted by 
the Buckeye Forest Council. While those appeals are 
pending, along with requests for ^ 
a stay of operations until the | 
appeals can be heard, VJ >j 8 ^ 

Buckingham has subcontracted W /\| J / , 1 

with R&D Hilltop Lumber to > > / | 

clearcut the site in preparation Mjjl ; J 

for the mine. Logging has be- Jy \ J | < %jy 
gun. The goal of the protests is to T£ FvfiS 

prevent as much damage as pos- • 

sible to the tract until relief can k 
be granted through appeals or w 
litigation. A ruling on the stay is a ' « ‘Jbl 

expected sometime in March. IS 1 1 ' 

Actions began on February 9, t' 
when four activists locked their ML/ 
necks with kryptonite U-locks 
to bulldozers and a log loader, and a fifth person 
climbed into a 40-foot high tree platform with a 
"god-cam," to document police actions once non- 
arrest protesters were removed. The first few loggers 
on site, having refused our offer of fresh-brewed 
coffee, were quite bitter and proceeded to accost 
Gabe Ciani, who was locked by a krypto to the cab of 
the log loader. The logger backed off in the presence 
of peacekeepers and after assurances that none of his 
machines had been damaged. Luckily, this was our 
only physical confrontation during the first week of 
actions. Operations were shut down for half of day 
one. Three of the krypto locks were snipped by three- 
foot bolt cutters, one person unlocked when threat- 
ened with a cutting torch glowing next to her head, 
and the climber came down when the others were cut 
free and work resumed around him. 

Despite security to prevent a repeat of day one, the 
loggers were dismayed to find protesters in lockboxes 
attached to their machinery the next morning. 
Unfortunately, the cops were able to cut the web- 
bing on the wrists of those locked down. Nine 
people were cited those first two days with criminal 



trespass — for trespassing on national forest land. 
They were escorted off-site and released. 

On Wednesday, protesters began hunger striking, 
and on Thursday, the merry band of pranksters packed 
the tiny court room in support of the first five arrestees. 
Everyone arrested or cited has plead not guilty. Friday 
morning we took our message directly to the head 
asshole, James Graham, owner of Buckingham Coal 
Company. Since Buckingham Coal Company has 
taken over our national forest, we decided to return 
the favor at its office. About 40 people demonstrated 
in front of the company's headquarters in Shawnee, 
Ohio. Three women deftly locked their necks together 
on the front porch as we chanted, "The Wayne is not 

for sale," and, "There ain't 

H no future in mining coal, 

don't strip the forest of its 
soul." Along with the three 
women locked together in a 
daisy-chain, one man locked 
himself onto the porch rail- 
ing. Those four were arrested 
with two others who put a 
1 banner in front of the coal 
company’s office sign. The 
| banner read, "How many 
| jobs; how long; whatthen?" 
I On Monday, February 23, 

four more protesters used 
Than Hitt 40-feet up a sycamore lockboxe$ tQ immobi l ize a 

bulldozer, skidder and log loader. In the most tense 
confrontation yet, three of the four activists released 
themselves after loggers angrily started up their equip- 
ment and began to use it with the activists still 
attached, endangering their lives. Two other protest- 
ers stood in front of the skidder to prevent its use 
while their comrade was locked to it. After a momen- 
tary pause, the skidder driver lumbered forward, 
pushing the blockaders backwards. Amazingly, no 
one was seriously hurt. 

Sixteen people have been arrested. Charges include 
criminal trespass, resisting arrest and, believe it or not, 
rioting. A deep howl to those who are standing in 
defense of the wild and special thanks to Patagonia 
and the Earth First! Direct Action Fund for donations 
of winter gear and money. A legal defense fund has 
been started to raise money for those arrested. Dona- 
tions can be sent to the Buckeye Forest Council. To get 
involved, contact the Buckeye Forest Council at POB 
99, Athens Ohio, 45701; (740) 594-6400. And to all of 
you who ran away to the charismatic megafauna and 
big wilderness of the West, maybe it's time to come 
home. There's work to be done here. 
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by Sara Lee 

Until a couple weeks ago, Noel Godin was 
relatively unknown in the United States. He's a 
52-year-old Belgian film historian, 
actor ("The Sexual Life of the //Jj 
Belgians"), writer ( Cream and s >W 
Punishment ) and "entarteur" (a ) jJS 
Godin coinage that roughly LW 
translates as "encaker" or "pie- 
er") . Godin led the gang that gave to 
Bill Gates what so many of us only dream 
of — a big wet pie in the face. The attack took 
place at the entrance of Le Concert Noble on 
Arlon Street in Brussels and was widely reported 
in the press. Godin doesn't own a computer and 
didn't even know what a URL is. Godin stated 
that Bill Gates was chosen as a target "because in 
a way he is the master of the world, and then 
because he's offering his intelligence, his sharp- 
ened imagination and his power to the govern- 
ments and to the world as it is today — that is to 
say gloomy, unjust and nauseating. He could 
have been a utopian, but he prefers being the 
lackey of the establishment. His power is effec- 
tive and bigger than that of the leaders of the 
governments, who are only many-colored ser- 
vants. So Bill 





^ EARTH FIRST 1 COBS NOT ENDORSE THE PRAcTicE" 
of 7 RROWIN 6 POODi-B. PIES AT PORKLY 
POUTiCIANg) AND CTTRER EARTH RAEE-lg). 

1 Gates was at the top of our list 

~ of victims. The attack against him is 
symbolic, it's against hierarchical power itself. 
Our war cry was explicit: 'Let's pie! Let's pie the 
polluting lolly!"' 


Patrick Moore also received his "just desserts" 
recently when a rogue environmentalist splat- 
tered a cream pie upon his head. The pie-ing 
occurred at the University of British Columbia 
at the end of a debate with Joe Foy of the 
Western Canada Wilderness Committee. Why 
was he deserving of such treatment, you may 
ask. For too long now, Moore, a Greenpeace- 
founder-turned-logging-industry apologist, has 
fed the people of British Columbia a steady 
stream of bullshit about what goes on in the 
forest. Included in Moore's mythology are the 
ideas that: the clearcutting of old-growth for- 
ests has nothing to do with the habitat loss of 
the grizzly bear; all the forest critters love 
clearcuts and logging roads; those who are 
concerned about watershed logging are overre- 
acting to a bit of mud in the water; and the 
forest industry can continue indefinitely under 
the present system of clearcutting and tree 
farms. The applause that the pie-ing received 
should be sufficient to let Patrick know that 
there are many who don't buy his crap. 


An animal-rights activist was arrested recently 
for throwing a pie in the face of John E. Pepper, 
the CEO of Procter and Gamble, during an 
awards ceremony at the Hyatt in the town 
square of Columbus, Ohio. Melynda Duval of 
Virginia, a member of People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals, pied Pepper over Procter 
and Gamble's tortuous animal tests. She was 
charged with disrupting a lawful meeting, a 
fourth-degree misdemeanor. Pepper was struck 
while receiving the Governor's Award from 
Governor George Voinovich at a banquet of 
the Ohio Newspaper Association. 
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Sunnyview Spiked 


Photo contest entries by the California Department of Corrections 


BILLBOARD BLACKOUT CHAMPIONSHIPS! 


The world's first ever Billboard Blackout Champi- 
onships is currently in full swing throughout Brit- 
ain! The spectacular urban games convened during 
the week leading up to Buy Nothing Day '97on 
November 27. So far, spectacular entries have in- 
cluded blacked out writing on advertisements and 
subvertised or cosmetically improved corporate slo- 
gans. Subvertisers have valiantly deleted brand 
names and crass corporate images from billboards 
nationally to create remarkable ad free zones! 

All are strongly encouraged to enter the event. To 
ensure that the playing field is completely leveled 


during this "full-on, full-frontal attack on planet 
trashing consumerism," participants 
up their town or city between ti 
teams, such as the "California Depa 
rections" are reportedly scrambling to 
own foreign entries to the grand event! 
competition end date has been ann 
this incredible competition and ad 
where. So, what are you waiting for? Join 
blackout billboards today! 


Wyoming Fence Liberation 


Iplk 


Community organizing, civil disobedience and 
blockades all failed to stop the Sphynx timber sale 
in Oregon; But, the Forest Service says someone or 
some group of people have vented their frustration 
with a hammer and spikes in the yet uncut part of 
the sale. Forest Service law enforcement has an- 
nounced a $ 1 0,000 reward for information leading 
to the arrest and conviction of those responsible 
for the ceramic spikes in trees at the Sunnyview 
timber sale (the secondpart of the infamous Sphynx 
timber sale) on the Detroit Ranger District of the 
Willamette National Forest. Sphynx was hotly con- 
tested as a showcase example of the Forest Service 
allowing logging in slide- prone areas in a munici- 
pal watershed. 

The Forest Service, of course, claims that the 
spiking hasn't affected loggiiig pf the sale whatso- 
ever. John Herrick, Forest Service special agent, 
refused to say if the area that had been spiked and he 
also refused to comment on how the ceramic spikes 
were found. The Forest Service was originally noti- 
fied of the spiking by an anonymous letter from the 
perpetrators. Herrick says the Forek Service has 
numerous leads and some suspects. He stresses that 
the reward was offered not as a last ditch effort but 
because the Forest Service "knows individuals in the 
larea" have information about the spiking. 


vvedish Road Project 
nched to a Halt 


•tockholm, Sweden, on January 18 and 19, 
®|&i|3ciated with Action for Social Ecology 
yjpnaged four road building machines, 
r stopping the construction of the South- 
| The link is a part of a large road 
that will have extreme environ- 

The Ned Ludd section in EostarJpTgave a detailed 
lesson in fence mending to inspite the "alteratfoj^^ ^^^ p^byjng by the big road building corpora- 
of fences to spare creatures, like birds, coyotes anS’ uom, the city of Stockholm declared that road users 
deer, from lethal injury caused by vjj|jpus barbed Were ^m ^Mp ^ MijWffoad. The road link was 
wire. Soon after the EF! Journal hit the shelves, met with strong oppositon until the project was 
rampant fence cutting appeared ih;cehhM.-Ty^^^a^ailv/^iaD^d...Thefe#as great celebration, 
ming, mostly on fences surfoj^jg^g^^ ^^E^|K% a 
In a month's time, fence mending occurred In 63 
places, with extensive mending at each area. Notes 
were posted on the cut fences claiming the project 


was done for the purpose of range 
"Extended Palm Range Consultants 5 
that ranchers stop grazing their cattl 
lands. Dust off those wire cutters folks! 


ovement by pr 


inding sibf 


, the Swedish government appropri- 
Sntinue the project one part 
^like most of the world, neo- 
i*8hd while governments have no 
Eg road projects, they say it's impos- 
oney for decent public schools, hos- 
Iries or public transportation. May ac- 
ight teach them to look harder. 


continued from page 3 

No corporate participation in the 
democratic process. Democracy is for 
and about human beings. Corpora- 
tions should be prohibited from pay- 
ing for any political advertisements, 
making any campaign contributions 
or seeking to influence the democratic 
process in any way. 

2. Corporations have no Constitu- 
tional rights. A corporation is an arti- 
ficial creation set up to serve a public 
need, not an independent entity with 
intrinsic "rights." 

3. Corporations should be prohib- 
ited from making any civic, chari- 
table or educational donations. Such 
donations are used to warp the entire 
social and economic fabric of society 
and make people afraid to speak out 
against corporations. 


These probably seem even more "un- 
realistic" than the first batch. Imagine 
how nice it must be for corporate 
executives that we find these ideas 
"impractical." And by the way, these 
were all once law, too. 

Focusing on corporate law offers an 
opportunity to work on common prob- 
lems without neglecting specific issues . 
That is because there's not a separate 
version of corporate law for each cor- 
poration, for each factory, for each 
grove of old growth, for each type of 
athletic shoe, for each toxic chemical. 

Corporate law is very similar in re- 
gards to for-profit corporations. (Each 
state has its own corporate code, bv.t 
variations are minimal. More than naif 
of the Fortune 500 corporations are 
chartered in one state, Delaware.) 


If we were to change even one line of 
defining law in the corporate code, it 
would affect thousands of corpora- 
tions. Our efforts would be magnified, 
instead of being split among countless 
individual campaigns. When we re- 
write a line of the corporate code, we 
don't just define one corporation, we 
define them all. 

A final objection to be raised is that 
we'll never get anywhere as long as the 
"news media" is against us. Agreed. But 
the "news media" are corporations, key 
players in a system of propaganda that 
encompasses not only television, radio 
and newspapers but also the entire edu- 
cational system. The "air waves" belong 
to the public. Why have we allowed a 
puppet federal agency to "lease" the 
public airwaves to huge corporations? 


Ya wanna lock down? Lock down to a 
TV or radio station and make the public 
airwaves public again. Not for a day but 
for a lifetime. Ya like boycotts? What if 
a regulatory agency gave a hearing and 
nobody came? The outcome would be 
the same, but we wouldn't have wasted 
all the time and resources, nor would we 
have helped grant an aura of legitimacy 
to sham proceeding. 

What could we do instead? 

We could come back from our self- 
imposed exile in the regulatory agen- 
cies and turn our attention to the 
defining law of corporations. And 
there, we could start acting as though 
we believed that people are people, 
and corporations are not. 

Jane A. Morris works with the Program 
on Corporations, Law and Democracy, 
POB 246, S. Yarmouth, MA 02664. 
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thoughts and vislphs fall; from my brain 

that shake back to the red mesa — 
husks of wrinkled blossoms 
retumlr^'i^'.fo the warm air 
that rocks from canyon to cacti to riverbed 

the sky stretches pulls jp course ' 

arching over desert basins that yawn for the sun 
your eyes, pupils and all, are sucked 
in by this vasfness arid this gravitv4fMesU S^M 
you into your own self where wisdom boi Is— 


at invade her 


the greeh blades will crack the thick 
dark force of road 

the highway strip for convenient carriers 
that gouge oil from the veins of wild and sacred 
but those green blades know best 
to sever the structure, break the line! 


-Allisone Lunn 


VIRTUAL REALITY 


To you who always tell me I M VI I 

of the wonders of cyberspace 
in sterile terms that don't inspire: 

I see you in my mind 

in sealed rooms of toxic glue vapors and plaster board 

sitting passively before a plastic box ^-jT 

emanating a radioactive glow ( 71 

plugged in to a simplistic binary logic 

isolated from the wild that is all 

with evil federal eyes watching every move of mind 

through the Internet circuits you call the "Information 

Revolution," 

your use of currency — one life's time — 
dictated by the constant updating of a fact 
through the manipulation of corpor^e^Mgatives 
an apple today, a modem tomorrow, ' ' ^ „ 

then lust — as it were — or a laser printe!t*'tiiSn^F^a> . I 

funding proposals revolv ip|jph a plastic 

to rejoin the conversation of birds 

mechanical typewriter keys pounding 

my hand cramps from the long flow of handwritten 

I walk outside and see the northern Lights 

showing me the pattern as owls speak 

with a chorus of coyotes to herald another dawn. 

JESSIE* 

I don't like them. 


Srmq) wtth Visions 


ij ICi UUU1U 

Clean as Cut Glass 


&]ust as Dangenous 


Send poems to: 

Wamion Poers Socieiy 
ASUC Box 361 
Benkeley, CA 94720-4510 


HOT SPRINGS 

In the soft mountains 
I enter warm water 
Water of rock 
Water of air 
Water of fire 
Water from the warmth 
Of the long slow 
Loving dance 
Brilliant burning 
thermonuclear 
He pulls at her 
She, blue green 
Touches of white ice 
Presents a cool presence 
But underneath she is hot 
Under the rocky facade 
She is liquid 
Subterranean friction 
Is warming her 
I float in water 
Like a planet in space 
Like the burnt disk 
Drawn to her 
Out of this romance 
Out of this slow dance 
We are born 


..... is* ggg 

Pacific coast tree of this 
born of temperate drizzle 
There is ralnshadow medicine within 
your gnarled and beqtbaughs— 
your cracks and crevices grow 

with furry sponges of mosses 
3 m ' IskTL 


B and live rwprt^^jsfputing 
upwards and. out, 
i bow quietly to this yew, 
and see the dark bottom reaches 
and wet shadows of the Bell creek canyon. 
You reach high and crooked, 
like this Hardesty mountain, 
my spirit is robted In this 
Slow growing wonder, this aged wisdom — 
giver and bringer of health. 


giver anu onnger or neaitn. 

I Will not let you be plowed under 
by a diesel belching monster! 

I 1 


— Patrick Oliver 
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continued from page 3 

Dear Earth First, 

I am 21 years old and am cur- 
rently incarcerated in an Indiana 
prison. Let me start this out by 
telling you what led me to my 
being incarcerated. 

I was born and raised in the 
small town of Crawfordsville, IN. 
My father owns a small plot of 
land where our home is. We have 
a small 1/2 acre pond and raise 
horses. We have always encour- 
aged wildlife onto our domain. 

In the spring of 1996 a local 
doctor bought some land adjacent 
to ours and began clearcutting sev- 
eral acres to build a two-story 
home. Enraged by the fact that our 
old "stomping ground" was being 
destroyed, two other accomplices 
and I burnt down the home in the 
midst of construction. 

Over a period of six months, 
myself and seven other young 
people proceeded to drive around 
the countryside setting fire to 
uninhabited structures. When we 
were done there had been ap- 
proximately nine fires, with 
different members of our group 
being involved in different fires. 

In November of 1996, I had 
been charged and convicted of 
arson and was sentenced to 30 
years in the DOC, with 10 years 
suspended to house arrest and 
probation. As the other individu- 
als began to receive their sentences 
it became evident that the wealth 
and status of the youths' parents 
was having a major bearing on 
the sentences. One individual, 
who's dad plays golf with the sen- 
tencing judge, was involved in 
three fires. He was sentenced to 
six years probation. He never spent 
a day in jail. Another individual, 
who comes from a lower class 
neighborhood, was involved in 
one fire. He was sentenced to four 
years in prison, two years house 
arrest and two years probation. 
All eight of the sentences are in- 
consistent with the person's in- 
volvement in the crimes. 

1 am remorseful for what I did. 

I was not raised to act that way or 
disrespect other's property. I do 
plan to pay back the full amount 
of financial loss. It is not the 
punishment I received that I 
am grieving, it is the incon- 
sistencies in sentencing. 

I don't know what it is I'm 
asking from Earth First! I 
heard about the Earth First! 
movement through a 
friend. I guess I'm asking for 
some empathy or support from 
other Earth Firstiers. I want to 
know what I can do from my 
position, how I can help, if at all. 

I am going to continue to fight 
for my cause, but not in the bar- 
baric way I did before. I am taking 
college courses now and plan to 
come out armed with a bachelor's 
degree at least. I plan to major in 
environmental science. 

I would like to receive your news- 
paper, but due to my incarceration 
my funds are low. If you could 
publish my letter in your newspa- 
per to show others that you can't 
just go out there and fight for your 
cause without taking precautions. 
Don't make the mistakes I did. 
Think First, Earth Firstiers. 

Sincerely, 

— Matt Roland, #962480-14N 
PlTTNAMVlLLE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 
1946 West US 40 
Greencastle, IN 46135 


Dear EF!: 

Hello, 
hello, hello, 
hello! I am 
writing to 
thank you so 
much 
for 



yai 
jour- 
n a 1 . 

The Nov.- 
Dee. issue hurt 
me a lot. I know 
Big Corporats don't give a damn 
about the earth, because they're 
doing everything they can to pur- 
posely destroy her. And I was an- 
gered (as always) concerning the 
"law" officers torture of peaceful 
demonstrators. Yes, my soul 
aches for the land, its creatures 
and the treatment of its protec- 
tors. Yet, the Dec.-Jan. issue has 
so many victories I could bust for 
joy. We need more legislature, 
more awareness, more hands-on 
involvement, more... monkey- 
wrenching and liberations. (Big 
smile!) And we, as you said so 
beautifully, need to appreciate 
every facet of resistance to 
greedy-fingered-wimpy-pos- 
turing government lobbyists 
and corporats. We must inte- 
grate and function with bal- 
ance as a whole through: le- 
gal, civil, passive, aggressive 
measures. My, I was going there. 
Sorry. I just get worked up over 
waste. I waste nothing, as I was 
reared that way. I'm making as 
many as I can aware of the "true" 
happening with environment, 
habitats, coppers, etc. I let all 
that will read your journal and 
will formally establish Free Lance 
when I'm freed. It will be as the 
name says a group of organized 
individuals that liberate, mon- 
keywrench, and participate with 
our non-violent bros. and sisters. 
I will target all age, ethnic, class 
groups to let them know what's 
happening. There is other things. 
As we 


Dear Folks, 

A discussion of tactics is 
more or less ongoing within 
the radical environmental 
movement and viewpoints on 
effective strategy vary 
widely and conflict of- 
ten enough. One 
thing I think we can 
all agree on is that 
we can remain most 
effective by focusing 
on our common objec- 
tives, organizing around 
them, and working to 
achieve them. Our differences 
are many, but we do not neces- 
sarily have to reconcile every as- 
pect of our ideologies in order to 
work together with the circum- 
stances at hand. 

As a long-time animal 
liberationist, I had little personal 
problem with the four page ani- 
mal rights section in the Brigid 
1998 issue. However, as a long- 
time ecological activist, I was sur- 
prised and somewhat dismayed 
to see it there. A number of people 
within the movement simply are 
not animal rights activ- 
i s t s . „ And, as a 

sensi- 





give aid to 

as many as I v can: 

equipment, funds, etc. At 
the moment Free Lance infor- 
mally total one in members — 
me! But I'm confident that will 
change once I'm out in a year or 
two. So, to Free Lance's future, 
though penniless now; All EFlers, 
all liberators, monkeywrenchers, 
peaceful resisters, for the species 
that's no more, animals, and the 
earth I salute you with a nice big 
howl "woooo!! 

Keep up your 
greatness 
and soli- 
darity 
anrrg 
u s 
all. 

PEACE 
— Gregory 
Myles 



tive issue, 
it can do a 
great deal to alienate and dis- 
tance people. Also, it can make 
our message harder to communi- 
cate to the mainstream and hinder 
our ability to widen our audience. 

Animal rights and radical en- 
vironmentalism are at totally 
different points in public percep- 
tion and, I believe, require totally 
different approaches from their 
proponents. For now, I think it 
could very well be better to keep 
the two separate. 

Unfortunately, like any move- 
ment, we are prone to become 

divided over our differences, 
and such divisions can se- 
riously hamper our ef- 
fectiveness in working 
towards the goals we 
had in common. It has 
happened within Earth First! 
before. 

Between two to five percent of 
our primary forest in the US re- 
mains in biologically significant 
quantities. Some of the best and 
some of the worst legislation con- 
cerning public lands in history is 
currently under the consideration 
of Congress. This is no time to 
lose focus, and certainly no time 
to bicker. 

Best regards, 

— Scott Schroder 

Ed. note: Yo, Scott, dude. Last 
issue's insert, "Animal Liberation 
Front, Past and Present" was from 
a group of animal rights 
activists. Ourcenterin- 
sert, the "Blank Wall, " 
is produced by seperate 
group that prepares and 
edits it every issue. 

We apologize for 
any confusion of its 
origins. 

-JF 


To whom 
it may concern: 

I am writing to express many 
concerns on many issues that di- 
rectly involve my neighborhood 
and could become (and possibly 
are) issues in many other neigh- 
borhoods across the country. 

Recently, a gun club/firing 
range moved into our commu- 
nity, creating noise pollution, the 
potential for lead poisoning, a 
safety hazard for people living 
for miles around, and a financial 
nightmare due to the cost of liti- 
gation. I will try to give each 
issue a heading, with descriptions 
for our concerns to better facili- 
tate your focus on areas of inter- 
est to your organization. 

1. Noise pollution: Noise from 
shotguns, rifles and pistols carry 
for miles. If the noise travels five 
miles, in a 360-degree radius from 
the point of shooting, it could 
affect the serenity of a 78 square 
mile area. 

2. Water Pollution/Lead Poi- 
soning: If a shotgun shoots 1.76 
lbs. of lead in five minutes (based 
on averages of shooting in this 
neighborhood and that a Target 
Load consists of 1 . 125 oz. of lead) 
then 21.12 lbs. of lead fall on the 
ground in one hour. In just un- 
der 95 hours of shooting, a ton of 
lead is put on the ground and 
eventually into the water table. 

3. Safety Hazard: If a shot from 
a high powered rifle can go five 
miles in a 360-degree radius, then 
an area of 78 square miles will be 
in danger. 

4. Legislation: Bills are being 
introduced nationwide to pro- 
tect the interests of gun clubs/ 
firing ranges. There are no Fed- 
eral or South Carolina laws regu- 
lating installation and operation 
of these entities. I do not know 
about the other 49 states. 

Our neighborhood is poor and 
primarily uneducated. We need 
help. Financial aid, expertise and 
moral support are badly needed. 
We have been forced into the 
courts where we question the 
integrity of the infrastructure to 
right the injustice we have suf- 
fered. Will you help us? 

Sincerely, 

— Bob Lipscomb 
POB 47 

Tamassee, SC 29686-0047 
Blipsc 1 386@aol.com 


Dear SfB, 

I recently saw an Earth First! 
press release (no local group name 
given) from Darryl Cherney (12/ 
10/97: Riggs Uses Dirty Tricks to 
Quell Outrage over Pepper- 
Spray). In it EF!er Alicia Littletree 
is quoted by Cherney stating that 
"Earth First! adopted a strict non- 
violence code in 1990 calling for 
no property destruction or vio- 
lence of any kind, even verbal." 

Whatever the merits of such a 
code, Littletree's statement is, of 
course, completely untrue. Noth- 
ing of this sort has been adopted by 
EF! nationally, or internationally. 
Ecotopia EF! can adopt anything 
they want, but no one who dis- 
agrees is bound by it. 


It is important that the move- 
ment know what 
claims are being 
made in our name. Per- 
haps Cherney and 
Littletree might re- 
spond publicly to these 
concerns. 

“» 1 Thank you, 

—James Barnes 

Alicia responds: 

fames Barnes writes this issue 
about a press release in which I am 
quoted by Darryl Cherney about 
Earth First!' s nonviolence code. One 
of our biggest strengths as a move- 
ment is our decentralization and 
our ability to determine our strate- 
gies based on the needs of our own 
bioregions; not the dictates of some 
hierarchal decision making body. I 
am reminded to clarify that EF! in 
Northern California has enacted 
a strict nonviolence code that in- 
cludes no sabotage in order to fur- 
ther our goals of creating a public, 
mass movement to defend the threat- 
ened ecosystems in our area. I hope 
fames Barnes agrees that this clari- 
fication does the job, rather than to 
weigh down every press release with 
a lengthy explanation of our 
movement's tactical discrepancies. 

Whether I am writing or editing 
a public statement for our group in 
the future, I will be more careful to 
specify that I am speaking for Earth 
First! in Northern California. 

But as far as Earth First! not 
enacting a strict nonviolence code, 
this characterization is also false. 
Accountability must go both ways. 
In our bioregion, as well as in many 
others, there does exist a nonvio- 
lence code for EF! actions. To state 
that EF! has never instituted one is 
to misrepresent the groups in Cove/ 
Mallard, Ward Valley, San Luis/ 
Colorado, Western Shoshone De- 
fense Project in Crescent Valley, 
Nevada and many others that have 
made the strategy decision to base 
their struggles on a nonviolence code. 
To some it means the very survival 
of their campaign. If you're talking 
about national EF! never instituting 
a strict nonviolence code, I am not 
aware ofEF! ever agreeing on any- 
thing except drinking beer, which 
seems to be our biggest commonal- 
ity besides loving the Earth. 

fust as we in California should 
not say that Earth First! does not 
spike trees, by the same logic is it 
appropriate for someone from a 
movement where spiking is a tactic 
of choice to represent EF! as a move- 
ment that does spike? 

I appreciate the challenge involved 
in trying, as the EF! Journal does, to 
be a mouthpiece for such a diverse, 
stubborn group of people. 

By the way, what happened to the 
EF! contacts page last issue? That's 
the one page in the j ournal I thought 
was beyond controversy. It is the 
best national networking tool we 
have for people to get in touch with 
EF! groups across the country. I hope 
it will not be permanently omitted. 
Thanks for the ink, 

— Alicia 

Ed. note: Never fear, the direc- 
tory (printed on page 35) is a 
cornerstone of the paper. We had 
such a cavalcade of quality ar- 
ticles last issue, we shelved it for 
one issue. The firm response we 
received from our faithful read- 
ers indicated that it was not a 
popular decision. It will never 
happen again (for awhile). 

-JF 
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Dear SFBs, 

Correy E. Mason writes in a 
letter last issue, "I suppose some- 
where some poodle has the spirit 
of a wolf but is unfortunately 
trapped inside of a small pox 
virus... I mean poodle's body. 
Meantime, I'm trying to envi- 
sion what goes on in the 
hearts and minds of the 
buffalo assassins..." 

What's going on in the 
hearts and minds of the buf- 
falo assassins is the same 
thing that's going on 
in your heart and 
mind, the hearts and 
minds of whoever writes 
"Wolves and Poodles," and 
all racists, misogynists, age- 
ists, etc., etc., etc. You decide 
that you somehow have the 
right to make some kind of deter- 
mination about what form of life 
is better than another. Pick some 
criteria. Look for rationalizations. 
Label the other as "less" some- 
how. Marginalize. Close your tiny 
minds. Feel good about identify- 
ing/associating with the "better" 
people/animals/plants. 

Well, 1 have a question for all of 
you. Who or what the fuck gave you 
the right to judge?! Of all humans I 
would expect (though I'm not 
sure why) EFIers to realize that 
none of us is in a position to judge 
and rank living things. That's not 
to say we should accept all behav- 
iors. If you're being attacked by 
an individual of any 
"group," including 
viruses and humans, 
fight back. And if 
you feel that do- 
mesticated ani- 
mals are a threat, 
and you want to 
attack someone for 
that, look in the mir- 
ror! Cows, poodles, etc., 
were and are enslaved, ex- 
ploited and abused by hu- 
mans, just as are the bison. 
None of them were volunteers. 
To blame them for what we've 
done to them is idiotic. To rank 
them as "less than" is to use the 
logic of the bison assassin (and all 
other oppressors throughout his- 
tory). When you figure out how 
to change these attitudes in your- 
selves then you can clue the bison 
assassins in. Meanwhile, 
you're closer to them 
than you realize. 

— Puck the Maine- 
iac Poodle 





Dear Schwag for Neurons, 

I thought I was mistaken at 
first, but then I systematically 
scoured through every word of 
the Journal. An obituary for Prin- 
cess Di? Nowhere. I couldn't be- 
lieve it. The only publication on 
earth not to have one? What's 
going on? And what would the 
Princess think if she knew EF! 
didn't care enough? 

You think she cares about the 4 
issues (or was it 5) TIME devoted 
to her? No! She wanted us to do 
it! You know she did! 

— ANONYMOUS 

Flagstaff, AZ 


Editors: 

I'd like to move on to an issue 
other than hog farms, but the US 
Government won't let me. Satur- 
day morning Feb. 21, 1 bought a 
paper and came across a new 
outrage. The first paragraph in 
an article reads: "The Agriculture 
Department will buy $ 30 
million worth of pork 
to help boost sagging 
hog prices for farmers, 
Secretary Dan 
Glickman an- 
nounced on Fri- 
day." Well, shit! 
I should have fig- 
ured. While one 
branch of govern- 
ment, the EPA, claims 
to be concerned about 
the devastation brought 
on by hog farms in North Caro- 
lina, Maryland and Virginia to 
their fisheries and coastal areas, 
another branch of government is 
providing $30 million worth of 
corporate welfare payments. 

Don't think for a minute that 
had not the corporations taken 
over a large percentage of the 
hog industry that the govern- 
ment would be showing this kind 
of concern. During the farm cri- 
sis of the 80s just the opposite 
prevailed with the Feds foreclos- 
ing on farm loans to small farm- 
ers; driving them out of business 
and paving the way for corporate 
takeovers. Once again, had we 
ever doubted it? We are shown 
that we can't save the environ- 
ment and have the unfettered 
metastasis of corporatism. 

— Sid Bridges 

Dear SFB, 

To whomever it may con- 
cern. I have a friend whose 
dad owns a machine and tool 
shop. They got a contract to 
make doors for the safes in which 
certain third world dictators keep 
their ill earned gold. 

The doors are supposed to with- 
stand an army of rebels for at least 
a month. The cement used in these 
doors will have about an equal 
amount of nails and sand rather 
than just sand as used in normal 
cement. The idea is that the nails 
would break the tool used to drill 
through cement, and the cement 
would rapidly dull the tool used to 
drill through the nails. I have no 
personal experience with the ef- 
fectiveness of this practice. See- 
ing as cement is sometimes 
used in the building of block- 
ades, I would be interested in 
hearing if this tactic could be 
effective in defense of mother 
earth. 

— ANONYMOUS 

Fellow Earth Lovers, 

I resent Michael Dorsey's por- 
trayal of immigration policy ac- 
tivists as racists and fascists. It's 
especially weird to be equated to 
David Duke, a right-to-lifer who 
opposes (white) family planning. 

I could make a similar flimsy com- 
parison between Michael Dorsey 
and right-wingers Julian Simon 
and Ben Wattenberg. They say 
we need more immigrants so cor- 
porations will have enough new 
slaves and customers. 

True, people pollute wherever 
they are, but if they come to the 
US, they pollute and consume a 
lot more. Most immigrants want 
a higher standard of living. We 
all know what that means — more 
forests leveled, more strip mines, 



gas guzzlers, 

etc. Dorsey lost me when 
he said Americans do dispropor- 
tionate harm, but American im- 
migrants don't contribute to that 
harm. 

Unfortunately, touchy-feely 
politics and the defense of Mother 
Earth don't always go together. 
Years of reading liberal rags has 
taught me that conservatives 
aren't the only ones who put 
human happiness above nature. 
After hearing that welfare reform 
is forcing Utah polygamists to 
stop having 15 or 20 kids per 
wife, I saw some good in some- 
thing we're all supposed to hate. 

Having spent my life among 
Mormon rednecks, I am hardly a 
fan of white people. Maybe that 
makes me a racist, but I prefer to 
think of myself as an equal oppor- 
tunity misanthrope. New Ameri- 
can consumers are bad news 
whether they' re brown, pink, blue, 
recent immigrants or descendants 
of Mayflower immigrants. 

— Lester Wood 

Subject: Article "Racism or Envi- 
ronmentalism?" 

For Michael Dorsey to be advo- 
cating an increase in population 
whether it is by immigration or 
an increased birth rate is for 
Michael to also advocate that an 
increasing population does not 
impose increased pressures on 
wetlands, non-human species 
habitat or old-growth forests. It 
seems Michael wants it both 
ways. Sorry! But! That's a NO! 
NO! Michael. 

The EF! Journal article, "Racism 
in the Ranks," is keeping great 
company with the corporate 
vampires that fund lots of propa- 
ganda in obtaining and keeping 
a cheap labor force. 

The best long-term thing we 
can do for immigrants is to help 
them change the oppressive cir- 
cumstances in their own coun- 
tries. And by assisting them into 
changing a belief 
system that 
promotes 
an in- 
creased 
birth rate. \ - 

Michael 
Dorsey, are 
you 

now 

saying, there 

are no limits to our Carrying 
Capacity? But, if you do recog- 
nize at some point a limit to 
growth, then does this not also 
mean you become one of the 
racists you now claim others to 
be? What I fear is harming the 
effectiveness of the environmen- 
tal movement is folks who give 
lip service but really do not be- 
lieve or fully understand the con- 
cept that non-human species 
have an intrinsic right to co-habit 
this planet with humans. 

Michael, it is really very simple, 
creatures really have a better 



chance for survival 
when their habitat 
is not turned into a 
factory hog farm, land 
that is required to feed the in 
creased number of humans you 
would like to see immigrate into 
this country. 

Spotty OWL says, if you want 
me to live as a species, reduce the 
number of humans that require 
factory farm meat, but if you de- 
cide you want me to become ex- 
tinct as a species, just keep in- 
creasing the population and con- 
tinue building more of those en- 
vironmentally friendly factory 
hog farms. 

—The GJ "Lorax" 

Earth First! Journal, 

There have been several letters 
about whether EF! should care 
about Mumia. Here's my perspec- 
tive: After the Vietnam protests 
we felt so impotent... We could 
see big money winning and we 
felt so trapped. I personally felt 
that suicidal behavior was quite 
logical. Then they bombed the 
MOVE house. All I could think 
was: They made them that mad. 
Just by wearing hair, eating right, 
living tribal and being black, they 
bothered the powers that be more 
than the whole anti-war move- 
ment. My current life, growing 
medicine food plants, working 
in groups and honoring the Afri- 
can Ancestors of my species daily, 
is partially rooted in this insight. 
The lie that says: "It doesn't mat- 
ter what you do, so you might as 
well treat yourself like shit" got 
blasted out of my ocean by that 
bomb. It does matter what a per- 
son does, what they believe, and 
how they live. I will always mourn 
the brave heroes of MOVE whose 
deaths helped teach me that. I 
hope more and more like them 
are born into this world until we 
all come to our senses. 

Sincerely, 

— Rebecca 

Subject: get a life 
I bet you're all upset that your 
poster child Ted got caught. Well, 
he didn't suceed in hanging him- 
self with his underwear, but if at 
first you don't succeed, try, try 
again. What are all of you tree 
huggers going to do when the 
day finally comes that some 
redneck has had enough of you 
and finally decides the easiest 
way to get you off his 
equipment is with 
a blow torch? 
man you guys 
need some se- 
rious help, get 
a life and leave 
the rest of us 
alone, we don't 
care about your 
bullshit ideology, 
but some day you are 
going to push someone too far 
and then one of your numbers is 
going too pay for it in blood. 

— ANGIEGATOR@prodigy.net 


Dear Earth First, 

I loved Rod Coronado's article 
"Every Tool in the Box." I wish 
that my own life circumstances 
allowed me to be such a brave 
warrior as himself. I loved his 
honest assertion that nonvio- 
lence is moral and kindly and 
good for publicity, but sometimes 
other tactics are necessary. 



A discussion 
of tactics leads 
me to some 
thoughts 
about the most 
notorious eco- 
Luddite warrior 
of all: the 
Unabomber. 




I know that the 

Unabombings were inappropri- 
ate and criminal... but I was also 
disgusted by the stampede of radi- 
cal enviro’s to distance them- 
selves from him. After all — his 
cause is the same as ours. As soon 
as 1 read the words "Wild Nature" 
in his Manifesto, I knew that 
Theodore Kaczynski was "One of 
us." He considered himself a 
friend of EF, read the journal, 
maybe took some of the radical 
enviros’ statements to heart. It's 
regretful that he let personal an- 
ger get the upper hand... but can 
any of us look at the destruction 
of forests and not feel anger? The 
media has attempted to discredit 
his philosophy by portraying him 
as crazy. By extension I suppose 
that means that all of us who 
love the Earth are crazy? I think 
not. 1 think we should show them 
they're wrong, by acknowledg- 
ing our solidarity with Kaczynski 
(even though we don't like 
bombs.) Be honest and admit, as 
I do, that "I don't support his 
actions, but I do support his cause . " 

Are you aware of the respon- 
sive chord which the Unabomber 
has struck? I have spoken with a 
number of people, many of them 
in the computer field, who say 
that the Manifesto has inspired 
them to become more aware of 
the techno-corporate oppressors 
and to join in efforts to oppose 
them, either by lifestyle or direct 
action. The publicity surround- 
ing the Unabomber and his Mani- 
festo has created an opportunity 
to get anti-progress, pro-nature 
ideas out into public discourse. If 
"radicals" are too righteous to 
take advantage of that, then 
they're fools or cowards. 

Montani Semper Liberia 

— Shadow 

Ed. note: The Unabomber was 
most certainly not "one of us." 
Earth First! is a nonviolent move- 
ment. The Unabomber' s Manifesto 
decries activism as futile. Not sure 
where you get your info, but it has 
yet to be proven that, "He consid- 
ered himself a friend ofEF, read the 
journal, maybe took some radical 
enviros' statements to heart." In 
fact, the only people claiming any 
of those things came from the anti- 
environmental, wise use movement. 

I suggest you find some new read- 
ing material. 

—LP 
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Northwest Rendezvous 
Cove/Mallard Reunion 


May 23-25 

If you have ever been to Cove/Mal- 
lard, it's time to come back. If you 
have never been, it's time. The Big 
Wild is calling you! 

Experience the largest wilderness in 
the lower 48 states. The forest still 
stands, thanks to you. Please come 
and enjoy it. 

Learn how to climb a tree, set up a 
tripod or a bipod, monitor timber sales, 
create your very own dragon, repair a 
road, cook for the masses, find your 
way through a forest (map and com- 
pass style) and much, much more! 

You'll learn all you ever wanted to 
know about the Cove/Mallard cam- 
paign, and then some! Yes, folks, it 
will be educational. And, yes, it will be 
a party! 

PS. This is your chance to get in 
shape for the 1st Annual Neanderthal 
Olympics at the 1998 RRR (in Oregon, 
June 29 to July 6). 

The Leonard Peltier 
Food Drive for the 
People of Chiapas 

In response to the recent massacre 
in Chiapas, the Leonard Peltier De- 
fense Committee and Food Not Bombs 
have joined together to take a caravan 
of food and humanitarian aid to Chia- 
pas. Leonard Peltier is working with 
Cecilia Rodriguez of the National Com- 
mission on Human Rights and 
Democracy in Mexico to take a delega- 
tion to Chiapas with the food and 
money raised from a series of events in 
the upcoming months. 

After the December 22 massacre of 
45 people in the town of Acteal near 
San Cristobal natives began an exodus 
from villages in Chiapas. So far 15 
children, eight women and 10 men 
have died of fever, respiratory infec- 
tion, parasites and malnutrition after 
fleeing their homes and seeking ref- 
uge in Chenalho or Polho near San 
Cristobal. The government seeks to 
exterminate the natives because they 
support the Zapatista National Libera- 
tion Army. 

There are some 11,000 displaced 
people in Chiapas and the interna- 
tional community is urged to step in 
and ship them food staples. Please 
help! Organize and make a commit- 
ment. Money raised will be used to 
buy as much of the staples from the 
local farmers in Chiapas as possible. 

The caravan will head down to Chia- 
pas as part of the May 18-25 protests 
against the World Bank. 

You can send your donations to the 
Leonard Peltier Food Drive/LPDC, POB 
583, Lawrence, KS 66044; (785) 842- 
5774; lpdc@idir.net. Donations can 
also be sent to Food Not Bombs at 
3145 Geary Blvd. #12, San Francisco, 
CA 94118; (800) 884-1136; 

foodnotbombs@earthlink.net. 


BigWild Roadshow 

For months the Big Wild Roadshow 
has been on tour from Portland, Or- 
egon to Portland, Maine. It has edu- 
cated and networked with students 
regarding the US Forest Service devas- 
tation of our national forests, Idaho's 
horrible Cove/Mallard timber sales and 
ending logging on public lands. 

Students, recognizing the impor- 
tance of the Big Wild and the destruc- 
tion of places like Cove/Mallard, are 
preparing for an incredible summer 
campaign. The roadshow will be con- 
tinuing into May and then returning 
to Idaho for the kick off of Cove/ 
Mallard summer activities. 

Bring the Big Wild Roadshow to 
your college campus or activist group 
or come to the Northwest Rendez- 
vous. For information, contact the 
Northern Rockies Preservation Project 
at (208) 345-8077, POB 625, Boise, ID 
83701; e-mail: nrpp@lesbois.com. 

Global Reclaim the 
Streets Party! 

Put on your dancing shoes and pre- 
pare to seize the streets this spring. 
Since 1995 thousands of folks world- 
wide have reclaimed the streets with 
the love, rage, carnival and revolu- 
tionary fervor of a street party . From 
London to Amsterdam, from Sydney 
to Tel Aviv they have closed down the 
streets to cars and opened it up to 
dancing in what has become a truly 
international movement. 

In celebration of that international- 
ism and in defiance of the corporate 
forces that currently rule our streets, 
Reclaim the Streets (RTS) has declared 
May 1 6- 1 7 a weekend of simultaneous 
global street parties. So far parties have 
been confirmed for Australia, Canada, 
USA, Finland, Sweden, Ireland, France, 
Germany and four or five UK cities. 

Act locally to organize your own 
global street party. You'll need a tri- 
pod, a gang of happy hedonists and 
the right yahoo attitude (carefree and 
car-free). RTS can offer advice on plan- 
ning and executing the street party 
and will let the world know too. Con- 
tact them now. As the old RTS mantra 
goes, "We shall not rest until the streets 
are for people and every car has be- 
come a flowerpot!" 

Contact RTS at POB 9656, London, 
N4 4JY, England; +44 171 281 4621; 
RTS@gn.apc.org; http://www.hrc. 
wmin.ac.uk/campaigns/rts.html. 


Fund for Wild Nature 

A non-profit, tax-exempt foundation which funds 
research, education and literature projects. 
Funding proposals and donations can be sent to: 

POB 1657, Corvallis, OR 97339 


Northeastah 

Spring 

Rendezvous 

MayM 

Everyone is invited to come and get 
involved in the Northeast Forest Prac- 
tices Campaign on Sears Island 
(Wassumkeag), a beautiful 940-acre 
island near Searsport, Maine. 

Bring warm gear, tarps, food to share, 
drinking/cooking water, etc. Also, 
bring musical instruments, poems, 
rants — whatever. We're a very appre- 
ciative audience, and we'll even feed 
you. Please, no drugs/alcohol. 

Please bring full-body black clothing 
and costumes for the theater/action. 
For more info contact Wassumkeag 
EF!, Maine EF!, New Hampshire EF! or 
Mass EF! at the addresses listed in the 
directory on page 35. 


Regional Conference to 

End 

Corporate 
Dominance 
over Ecosystems aid 
Communities 



May 29-31. 1998 
Portland State University 
Portland, Oregon 

Spaasarei by 
tbs ini Camorata Damlnanca Aillaaca 
Euione:I541J 345-5720 
FassU: 1540 469-2028 
Portland: (503) 241-5468 


Big Woods 
Rendezvous 

May 22-25 

Last year over 100 people from eight 
states spent Memorial Day weekend 
on the shores of Lake Geneva in South- 
ern Minnesota. They shared stories 
and skills, learned to climb and built 
friendships. 

The Big Woods Rendezvous is a three- 
day gathering for new and life-long 
activists working for peace and envi- 
ronmental justice. The Rendezvous will 
bring together a diverse community to 
develop new skills while sharing time- 
tested tactics to affect social change. 
Come enjoy the nonviolence work- 
shops, tree climbing, banner hanging, 
blockades, as well as discussions and 
campfire revelry. For information con- 
tact Big Woods EF! at POB 580936, 
Minneapolis, MN 55458-0936; (612) 
362-3387; earthfirst@juno.com. 

ZERO CUT 

Earth Day 
Action 

April 22 

Thanks to all who participated in 
the June 4, 1997, Zero Cut day of 
action. It was a great step to an end to 
all logging on public lands. 

Now, take on Earth Day! 

Organize in your area to make this 
day a success. Speak out in your com- 
munity, organize press conferences 
and rallies and take direct action. Do 
what it takes to make your voice 
heard. For support or ideas for ac- 
tivities contact us. 

We are going to make this a na- 
tional media event, so let us know the 
time, place and description of the 
events you are holding. 

For more information contact the 
Northern Rockies Preservation Project 
at POB 625, Boise ID 83701; (208) 345- 
8077; nrpp@lesbois.com. 



Un-natural Menstruation !! 


T oxic Shock 
Dioxins 


Artificial Fragrances 
Millions of T ons of Garbage 


Just some of the "benefits" offered to Women by the trans-national 
makers of Disposable pads. There are health and planet Positive 
alternatives; Many Moons is proud to offer Women: 


c so 

Washable Pad 
with "wings" 


TOO % Cotton UJoshoble Menstrual Pads/Panty liners 
The "Keeper 1 Natural Gum Rubber Menstrual Cup 
Non-chlorine bleached single use products 


Free brochure - Call Toll-Free 1-800-916-4444 (24hr/day) 


Many Moons 

Box 59, 15- 1594 Fairfield Rd 

Victoria, BC, Canada, V8S 1 GO (we ship worldwide) 


Menstrual Cup 

cr: 
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Lou Gold’s 
Ancient Forest 
Roadshow 

Storyteller /forest advocate Lou Gold 
is on the road again. 

Lou toured the US for nine years 
with a very moving and popular 
slideshow, which was presented over 
600 times and directly touched more 
than 100,000 people. 

Lou now has an updated slideshow, 
with stories and visions to spread the 
word about current efforts and the 
real opportunity to protect our public 
forestlands. 

You can help! If you are part of a 
group or know a group(s) who may be 
interested in sponsoring a very inspi- 
rational event, please contact us as 
soon as possible. 

You can reach us at Siskiyou Project 
POB 220, Cave Junction, OR 97523; 
(541) 592-4459; fax: 592-2653; e-mail: 
lougold@siskiyou.org. 


WANTED: 

1998 R1UI 

T-Shirt Designs 

A t-shirt design contest is being held 
for the 1998 EF! Round River Rendez- 
vous in Oregon. (The rendezvous will 
take place at Twin Lakes near the North 
Umpqua River June 29 to July 6. More 
information will be printed next issue.) 

T-shirt designs should be easily re- 
producible. Words such as "1998 
Round River Rendezvous /Twin Lakes/ 
Oregon" will need to appear on the 
shirt, so artists may want to include 
lettering (or space for lettering) in 
their designs. Two designs (front and 
back) will be chosen by the rendez- 
vous committee and printed for sale 
to help fund the event. Design 
winner(s) will receive a free t-shirt and 
free admission to the RRR. 

Deadline for submissions is May 3 1 . 
Send submissions to EF! RRR Shirt 
Design Contest, POB 1415, Eugene, 
OR 97440; (541) 344-8004. 

Now only $25! Git yer copy now! 


Earth First! 

Live in Texas, the first 13 years 


Spiral bound, 100s of pages, clippings, 
graphics, photos, cartoons. Send $25 to: 
Austin EF!, POB 7292, Austin, TX 78713 


CONCERNE&f^ 

SINGLES 
NEWSLETTER 

links compatible, 
socially conscious 
singles who care 
about the earth, 
the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide • All ages • Since 1984 

Free Sample: Write Box 444-EF, 
Lenox Dale, M A 01 242; 
call (413) 445-0309; 

or browse http://www.concernedsingles.com 



8th Continental 
Conference on 
Social Ecology 

Social ecology integrates the study 
of human and natural ecosystems 
through understanding the interrela- 
tionships of culture and nature. With 
the 8th continental conference we 
will explore the history and practice 
of modern education and its relation- 
ship to capitalism and hierarchy, con- 
trasting it to an educational practice 
whose goals are social freedom and 
municipal direct democracy. April 3 
to 5, Montreal. $25 sliding. To prereg- 
ister or get further information, please 
write us at 2130 Mackay, Room 101, 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada H3G 2J1; 
e-mail: QPIRG@alcor. concordia. ca; 
web site: http://www.tao.ca/~ise/. 


Pedal for the Planet 
with Bike-Aid 1 998 

Exercise your mind... expand your lungs 
Ten weeks of education and action 
for a better world! 

Routes available from Seattle, WA, 
Portland, OR and San Francisco, CA. 
Rides start in June and end together in 
August in Washington, DC. 

For more information contact the 
Overseas Development Network, Bike- 
Aid '98, 333 Valencia Street, San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94103; (415) 431-4480; (800) 
RIDE-808; e-mail: odn@igc.org; http// 
www.igc.apc.org/odn/. 


1998 Slingshot Organizer 

What better time to get it together. 
What better way to leam. 

Only $5 (includes postage) 

Bulk: $3 each 
for five or more copies 
(includes postage) 



Send checks, etc. to: 
Slingshot Collective 
3124 Shattuck Ave. 
Berkeley, CA 94705; 
510 - 540-0751 


email: resist@burn.ucsd.edu 
http://burn.ucsd.edu/~resist/slingshot.html 


Gtoba/ 



y.. -as&pyr 

\ Gathtf^ 


Stop nuclear waste dumping 
and nuclear weapons testing! 

With: Winona LaDuke 

Nevada Nuclear Test Site 
APRIL 10 - 13th 

Healing Global Wounds 
6060A Freedom Blvd., Aptos CA 
95003 (408) 661-0445 
w ww.shundahai .org/H GW 


RECLAIM WESTERN SHOSHONE LAND 1 


1998 Anti-Vivisection Conference 
Portland, Oregon • May 6-10 

You are invited to take part in the 1998 Anti-Vivisection Conference. An anti- 
vivisection movement has formed to have a profound effect on the research 
community. The Liberation Collective is organizing this conference to formu- 
late strategies of unification and effectiveness within this movement. 

The conference will consist of panel discussions, workshops, demonstrations, 
and many other events. For more information contact the Liberation Collective 
at POB 9055, Portland, OR 97207; (503) 525-4880; fax: (503) 525-4880; e-mail: 
libcoll@aracnet.com; http://www.aracnet.com/~libcoll/. 


Urgent Art Appeal 


Friends of the Lubicon (FoL) still 
face phenomenal legal costs from an 
arduous legal battle with forestry 
multinational Daishowa. 

Three years ago, Daishowa 
launched a multimillion dollar law- 
suit against FoL, a small, volunteer- 
run grassroots activist group fight- 
ing for the rights of the Lubicon Lake 
Indian Nation in northern Alberta. 

To raise legal costs, FoL will be 
conducting its second Benefit Art 
Show and Auction, Spirits of Power 
'98, and they need your talent! Last 
year's event was a big success. The 
theme of the auction is "power" and 
can be interpreted in any way you 
choose. 

The money raised will be used to 


fight for justice for the Lubicon Cree 
against the greed of multinational cor- 
porations and to defend fundamental 
democratic rights attacked by 
Daishowa's lawsuit including the right 
to protest, boycott and freely speak out 
on issues of public importance. 

The Art Auction is scheduled for 8 
p.m. June 6 at A-Space Gallery, 401 
Richmond St. W., Suite 110, Toronto. 
Preview will be June 3-6. Submissions 
deadline is March 18, 1998. 

Contact Friends of the Lubicon to- 
day. Friends of the Lubicon (Toronto) 
485 Ridelle Avenue, Toronto ON, M6B 
1K6; (416) 763-7500; fax (416) 603- 
2715; e-mail: fol@tao.ca; http:// 
kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Lubicon/ 
main.html. 


Prisoner’s 

Literature 

Project 

The Prisoner's Literature Project gets 
hundreds of letters from prisoners 
each month. In our attempt to send 
free books to prisoners as quickly as 
possible, we need donations and vol- 
unteer help. A project of Bound To- 
gether Bookstore and Bay Area prison 
activists, the Prisoner's Literature 
Project is not affiliated with any reli- 
gious organizations, political parties 
or government agencies. Contact the 
Prisoner's Literature Project c/o Bound 
Together Books, 1369 Haight St., San 
Francisco, CA 941 17; (510) 845-8813. 


On June 1, 1997 in Eugene, Oregon, 11 

PEOPLE CLIMBED LARGE TREES DOWNTOWN TO 
HALT THEIR DESTRUCTION. THE EUGENE POLICE 
Department responded by pepper spraying 
AND BRUTALIZING THE TREESITTERS. A FUND HAS 
BEEN SET UP TO HELP PAY THE COSTS OF A CIVIL 
SUIT AGAINST THE CITY. SEND DONATIONS TO THE 

June 1 Legal Defense Fund, c/o Our Credit 
Union, POB 11922, Eugene, OR 97440. 



"We Setter f^ep that in a safe place .' 

Live Wild or Die 

2425 B Channing Way, Box 204 
SflThER Gate Nall 
Berkely, Cfi 94704 


The Caretaker Gazette is a unique 
newsletter containing job openings, 
advice & information for property 
caretakersjhousesitters & landowners 
Published since 1983, each issue has 
80+ property caretaking job oppor- 
tunities, worldwide.Property caretak- 
ers enjoy rent-free living in desirable 
locations.Only$l 5/half yr, or$24/ yr. 
#ISoureef »cw. 



The Caretaker Gazette, 1 845 Deane- 
EF, Pullman WA 99 163 .Credit card 
orders, please call: (509) 332-0806. 


Fantastic 
Phone Savings! 


from 


Affinity 


Long Distance 

Affinity Long Distance 
guarantees a rate reduction 
on your phone bill. Plus, 
Affinity will give 5% of your 
bill to the EF! Journal ; 
a gift that keeps on giving. 
To sign up, contact Steve at 
Affinity, 2631 Regent St., 
Berkeley, CA 94704-3314 
(510) 644-2778 

ORG# 6710500-000 • REP# 141-0142-85 
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Who Bombed Judi Bari 


MUSIC REVIEW BY JlM FLYNN 

/ 'udi may be the most powerful speaker I 
have ever seen. Her in-your-face charisma made 
the impossible possible, do-able and crucial 
enough to do right now. Her razor-sharp sense of 
humor could cut through icebergs of bullshit on 


any and all sides. 

She taughtus how importantitis to understand 
that there is more than one side. Her labor orga- 
nizing background allowed her to see loggers and 
millworkers as potential allies, instead of dis- 
missing them as ignorant rednecks. 

Judi is far more than a local figure in a local 
battle. She was such an effective activist and 
dynamo of woman-power that it's easy to over- 
look that she was a great spoken word artist. 

I wanted to release this album, with her 
blessing, so that others could feel her energy and 
gain strength from her words and her spirit. 

In an age of no heroes, she is someone to 
respect and admire. I will always miss her. 

— Jello Biafra 

1 couldn't have said it better myself. "Who 
tombed Judi Bari?" captures Judi at her 
best. It is a fine compilation of her original 
songs and speeches. From organizing Red- 
wood Summer to surviving being bombed to 
suing the FBI, Judi's words recount her 
struggle with corporate logging and govern- 
ment corruption. Fellow EF! troubadour 
Darryl Cherney and Penelope Andrews of 
Environmentally Sound Productions pro- 


duced and edited this fine collection. 

Confrontational speeches from rallies and 
interviews are woven together with rowdy 
music to create an entertaining and educa- 
tional history of Earth First! movement leader 
Judi Bari. The liner notes include some of 
Judi's writings on revolutionary ecology that 
explain biocentrism and how it contradicts 
capitalism, communism and patriarchy and 
what all this means to the deep ecology move- 
ment. Song lyrics, quotes, a glossary and a list 
of resources round out the high-quality maga- 
zine that accompanies this compact disk. 

The songs include, "Redwood Summer," 
"The FBI Stole My Fiddle, " and "Who Bombed 
Judi Bari," fine examples of Judi and Darryl's 
musical style and satirical wit. 

If you loved Judi Bari, you'll love this 
album. If you weren't lucky enough to have 
experienced Judi in person, you'll fall in 
love with her spirit through this album. It 
will make you laugh; it will make you cry; it 
will make you think; and hopefully, it will 
make you act. 

" Who Bombed Judi Bari" is available through 
the Earth First! Journal for $17. Use the order 
form on page 33. 


Consolidated: Dropped 

MUSIC REVIEW BY GlN PHLEGM 

"Don't you get tired of living on your knees/ 
Scrapping by eating somebody else's cheese?" 

— Consolidated 

C onsolidated has got to be one of the most 
well-known political bands in the US, like 
Chumbwamba from the UK, only Consoli- 
dated doesn't have a pop song with a cheezy 
video. When I say political, I mean most of 
their songs have a political message; they aren't 
one of those bands that just does benefits or 
burns t-shirts on stage. Their focus started out 
primarily on animal rights, but they quickly 
diversified into gay rights, patriarchy, racism, 
the sexual politics of meat, the American music 
industry, nationalist dogma, oppression, fas- 
cism and all sorts of "serious shit." 

One of the band's signatures is their use of 
sampling of particularly outrageous comments 
from the audiences at their shows. Typically 
they set up a microphone on stage at different 
times of the show and allow audience mem- 
bers to speak their mind. Now, this band has 
toured all over the world, so they get all sorts 
of comments. The band does an amazing job 
of capturing and editing together these opin- 
ions into a rhythmic flow into and in-between 
their songs. These comments, combined with 



political speeches and factual commentary, 
make for a powerful message. 

Oh, and did I mention that their music kicks 
ass? Most of it is drivable and danceable; it's 
hard to sit down as I write this review listening 
to Friendly Fascism (my personal favorite). 

T heir new album, Dropped, is just as 
political, addressing homelessness, suicide, 
incest, violence against women and children, 
and patriarchal values. They also seem to have 
a new cause: the Earth First ! Journal. Our name 
is all over the album. On one page of the liner 
notes, they have a coupon listing groups whose 


literature they offer. Included with the Journal 
are Rape Abuse and Incest National Network, 
National Abortion Rights Action League, 
Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund 
and the Southern Poverty Law Center. 

This is not the first time Consolidated has 
mentioned Earth First! in their music. On their 
1992 album, Play More Music, the song "Praxis, 
Bold as Love," is about resistance and the 
power of the individual; listen to this song! 

"Judi Bari knows what the power of one can do/ 
A union organizer and mother of two/She was 
almost killed by a terrorist/She became a mark 
because she was an Earth First! activist/Using her 
mind/Putting her body on the line/Redesigns/ 
Making change in her own lifetime/For all the rock 
stars, preachers and all the politicians/There are 
people in our own backyards who have the vision/ 
To try to create the kind of peace whose time has 
come/Theory into practice/Bold as love. " 

If you are looking for some radical music 
with a message, check out Consolidated. 
They're one of the few bands that hasn't sold 
out as they become more popular. If they 
ever come to your town, check 'em out. Make 
sure to bring your table and literature. 

Get a copy of Dropped for just $ 12 with the 
order form on page 33. Look at your local 
radical record store for their past albums. If you 
want to get up on stage at one of their shows, 
contact their publicist, Carrie, at (212)^226- 
6713; fax 226-6795; e-mail: solstuff@aol.com. 


Keep tt WfW 

MUSIC REVIEW BY CHRIS ROTH 

S ome "various artists" albums suffer from 
uneven quality, stylistic disharmony or 
lowest-common-denominator commercial- 
ism. Not so with Keep It Wild! This is a remark- 
ably cohesive, high-quality collection created 
by Earth First! musicians and activists. It con- 
tains two songs each from Dana Lyons, Joanne 
Rand, Alice DiMicele, Darryl Cherney, Casey 
Neil, Peg Millet and Robert Hoyt. 

Keep It Wild! captures each musician at his or 
her best, celebrating the Earth and its defenders 
with passion, conviction, humor, originality, 
integrity and skilled musicianship. This is not 
your typical, middle-of-the-road music designed 
to put you to sleep or lull you into purchasing 
something; it is radically honest environmen- 
tal music intended to wake you up. It is music 
that will decommodify and personalize your 
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relationship with the Earth and turn you onto 
action to help "keep it wild." Most important, 
it never comes across as dogmatic propaganda. 
From "You Can't Clear-cut Your Way To 
Heaven" to "He Looked a Whole Lot Like Jesus" 
to "Bottom of the Land, Phil" to "Dancing on 
the Ruins (of Multinational Corporations)," 
these songs remind us that the ability to laugh 
is a necessary ingredient in ecologically sus- 
tainable politics. 

W hile much of the music was already 
familiar to me ("Radiation on My Wind- 
shield," "The Beaver Song" and others are 
Earth First! classics), I appreciated the unfamil- 
iar songs and artists just as much. Whoever 
chose the song order must have been inspired 
that day, for the album flows as if the musicians 
collaborated on its creation in the studio. The 
packaging, consistent with the message of this 
project, is created from 100-percent recycled 
scrap paper printed with soy-based inks. The 
booklet is complete with lyrics and printed on 



bamboo paper. This is a highly recommended, 
no-nonsense compilation of some of the best 
environmental-activist music you'll encoun- 
ter. Order a copy of Keep It Wild! for only $14 
with the order form on page 33. 





(All t-shirts are 100% cotton and available in medium, 
large and extra large. For XXL add an additional S3.) 

Eagle 

Black on Unbleached — $12 

Visualize Direct Action 

Black and White on Unbleached — $12 

Arm & Wrench 

Multi-color on Yellow/Gold — $15 

No Fucking (/ 

Compromise 

White on Black — $12 

Earth First! Fist 

Green on Unbleached — $12 
Black on Kelly or Willow Green — $12 
Multi-color on Black or Forest Green — $15 
Green fist w/ White lettering on Black — $12 

Earth First! Tools 

Black on Unbleached — $12 

• SALE* Black on Blue or Tan — small onlx $6! 

• 2 NEW T-SHIRTS • 

Stop Public Lands Ranching 

Bison busting fence, Silver on Black — lar ge only $10! 
"The Cow that Ate the West," Black on Cream — 
lar ge only $10! 



• MEW BOOK 

Concrete 

Think Like a. 

Mountain 

By Paul Chadwick 

A full-color illustrated 
novel about a group of 
EFlers who contact Con- 
crete (a contemplative 
mountaineer /writer 
trapped in a large con- 
crete body) to help with 
an old-growth campaign. 
A 6-issue comic book 
series compiled into a 
book about Earth First! 
history and philosophy. 
160 pages — $17 


Send for a FREE copy of our 

COMPLETE MERCHANDISE CATALOG ! 



More - NEW • EF! Paraphernalia 


•new* 100% Hemp Wallets «new« 

Tan w/Black & Green Fist 

specify wording "Greed Kills" or "Earth First!" — only $10! 


Fist Patch 

Quality 3-inch patches for your 
daypack, jacket or butt 
Earth First! Fist— $3 

Rubber Stamps 

Sturdy wood-block stamps 
made from unfinished scrap 
Earth First! Fist— $5 
Earth First! Tools — $5 


Fist Caps 

(100% cotton, adjustable ) 
Desert Camo — $12 
Brown Forest Camo — $12 

•NEW*NEW«NEW« 

100% Hemp Cap 

Tan w /black & green 
embroidered fist— $14 


Silent Agitators 

Little 1.5-inch stickers good for 
your bike or your bulldozer 
Earth First! Fist—30/$2 
Earth First! Tools— 30/$2 
No Deal, Assholes — 30/$2 

Window Stickers 

3-inch stickers for high visability 
EF! Fist-4/$l • Anti-Grazing-8/$l 


Anarchist Farm 

By fane Doe. Fiction, 192 pages — $10 

The Big Outside 

A Descriptive Inventory of the Big 
Wilderness Areas of the United States 

By Dave Foreman & Howie Wolke. Maps, list of areas 
by size and state, 490 pages — $17 

Desert Solitaire 

A Season in the Wilderness 

By Edward Abbey. Nonfiction, 295 pages — $6 

EF! Direct Action Manual 

The antidote to despair! Over 150 pages on blockading 
tactics, techniques and devices to defend the Earth. 
Diagrams, forms, graphics, 154 pages — $8 

Earth First! Songbook 

77 songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info — $10 

ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood. Extensively 
revised, expanded third edition, 350 pages — $18 

Ecological Resistance Movements: 
The Global Emergence of Radical and 
Popular Environmentalism 

Edited by Bron Taylor. 422 pages — $20 

The End of Nature 

By Bill McKibben. 226 pages — $12 

Green Rage 

Radical Environmentalism and the 
Unmaking of Civilization 

By Christopher Manes. 291 pages — $15 

Grizzly Years 

In Search of the American Wilderness 

By Doug Peacock. Photos, 375 pages — $13 

The Monkeywrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey. Fiction, 387 pages — $7 

Refuge 

An Unnatural History of Family and Place 

By Terry Tempest Williams. 304 pages — $12 

A Sand County Almanac 
with Essays on Conservation from 
Round River 

By Aldo Leopold. Special edition, 295 pages — $10 

Think Like a Mountain 

Towards a Council of All Beings 

By John Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming, Arne Naess. 
Illustrated byDailan Pugh. 128 pages — $10 

Waste of the West 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs. Encyclopedic overview of grazing. 

Contact list, statistics, over 1,000 photos, cartoons, 
graphics, charts, maps. Large paperback, 602 pages — $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke. Ned Ludd Books, 240 pages — $15 


i ; 

! EF! Merchandise Order Form 


1 

Clip and send to: EF! Merchandise, | 
POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 USA | 



foreign orders 

CITY STATE ZIP COUNTRY add 15% 


Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Call us at our new # (541 ) 344-8004 if you haven ’t received your order. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 
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The Warrior Poets Society Presents: 


information about 
and support for imprisoned 
anti-nuclear and anti-war activists 


Action reports & future actions 
• Prisoner support info 
• Writings from jail 
• International resistance news 
• A network for nonviolent direct action 


Subscriptions $ 15/year 

(US$20 in Canada, US$25 overseas) 

ASK FOR A FREE SAMPLE ISSUE 



ch«; 


M NIGHT 
iTO HOWL; 


POB 43383, Tucson, AZ 85733 USA • nukeresister@igc.org 


Warrior P«ef s Live/ 

February 3, 1994 Live in Los Angeles 
90+ minutes - $10 ppd 

February 8, 1996 Live in Tucson 

(2) 90 minute tapes - $15 ppd 

Order all 3 tapes for only $20 ppd 

• Professionally dubbed 

• Limited edition 

• One-of-a-kind performances by Earth 
First! poets & musicians 


All proceeds to benefit EF! Campfire Poetry Publishing Project. 

Send check or money order to: Arizona Earth First!, P.O. Box 3412, Tucson AZ 85722 





DON’T JUST THINK AND READ 
ABOUT SAVING THE ENVIRONMENT, 

DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT!! 


Each Ultra 7™ LaundryMaster™ System Used Keeps 600 Pounds of Chemical Toxins 
from Contaminating the Earth’s Groundwater. Save water and eliminate the need for 
laundry detergents FOREVER! 

Just drop the Ultra 7™ LaundryMaster™ System into the washing machine with your 
dirty clothes. The LaundryMaster™ forces the dirt from clothes using Liquid Magnetic 
Technology. It lasts approximately 2500 washes and is backed by a 7 year warranty. 


J.M. Wilks, Distributor 
P.O. Box 11297 
Prescott, AZ 86302 
(520) 778-7072 


□ One LaundryMaster™ $89.96 +$3.00 Shippings Handling 

□ TVoLaundryMasters™ $169.96 +$6.00 Shipping & Handling 

Name: 

Address: Apt or Suite: 

City: State: Zip Code: 

Card # Expiration Date 

Signature 
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Earth^jpFirst! 

Direct Action 
Manual 



45 minutes of riotous POLK- 
PUNK to send you rushing into 
the next revolution. 

Featuring elmatat like Born Against 
am] Garden. 

Songs of social, political, ecological, 
revolutionary and aturckisiic struggle 
and resistance. 

Cassette $ / ppd. Well concealed cask c*r 
•heck/m.o. made out to "casli". 

Mention tii is ad and f t bom eacli cassette 
(Sill he A>iv»ied to the HF!|. 

Po Box 3223 , Running Springs, 

CA 92382 


The Earth First! Direct Action Manual is the antidote for despair! Over 150 
pages of action-packed information on nonviolent tactics, techniques and 
devices used by activists to defend the Earth from corporate scumbags and 
lawless governments. Check out what its got! 

DISCONTENTS 

Nonviolence • Legal Defense • Security • Scouting • Backwoods/ 
Backcountkv Action 'U-Locks* Cobra Link Motorcycle Locks Chains 
and Heavy Duty Cables* 

Lock Boxes and Bracelets* 

t t t s T$ km \ m ~ r ' Barrels *Batmobilbs*Sleepinc 

l/'f — Dragons* Rail Blockades* 

fpr*r~ — Tripods* Bipods* Mono Poles* 

' ih«J*\ stwkb - Cantilevbrs* Tree Sits* Knots * . 

— zt 1 Internets* Road Occupations/Free 

't States* Heucopter Blockades *Ship 

.V-.***"'-- : J J — Blockades*Cat and Mouse*Critical Mass 

i — i — Bike Rides*Hunt Sa«otage*Mass Actions* 

■ Yarning* Debris* Road Rip*Truckbr Fuckers*Hot 

Rocks*Gate Closures*Door Closures "Manure Dumps* Puke-Ins* 
Sawdust Deuveries*Contacts*Movement History ‘Campaign Biogra- 
phies from the US, Australia, U.K. and Canada! 


Energize your campaign with this detailed 
and heavily illustrated ‘cook book* of the 
strongest blockading tactics known— tactics 
activists all over the world have proven 
successful when the law (ails you- and it wiiil 


IP 


First Edition 

Uncompromising Nonviolent Resistance 
in Defense of Mother Earth! 


"Years from now onr grandchildren will ask us what we did to prevent the 
destruction of planet Earth. The Earth First! Direct Action Manual is your 
ticket out of a shameful reponse. The Manual deserves a place in your pack 
with Ecodefen.se und The Final Nail... It will hopefully become required 
reading far our growing movement. . . " 

— Rodney Coronado 


Availusi.i: for $8 from mi Eariii 1-Tk.si ! 
Journal. Usi: mi-: order form on r un; 33. 


Mow ‘bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal? 


clip and send to I Where did 

Earth First! Journal, Subscriptions, POB M15, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 


1 III WMmmmlWiW 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription 
O $25 Regular Rate 

CD $20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library 
CD $35 (US$) Surface Mail, International 

O $ DONATION 

Subscriber Name ' 


' , - " 'V 


CD $35 First Class Mail: US, Canada or Mexico 
CD $35 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) 

CD $45 (US$) Air Mail, International (no foreign checks, please) 
CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Address 
City 


State 


Zip. 


Country 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 
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US Earth First! 



A LASK A 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

A RIZ O NA 

Phoenix EF! 

POB 8795, Phoenix, A Z 85066 
Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, A Z 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, A Z 85722 
Bradshaw EF! 

220 Grove, Prescott, A Z 86301 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542; reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu 

C ALIFORN IA 

Northcoast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-8911 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Chemey 

POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 923-DEMO 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Wiley Coyote 

POB 74283, Davis, CA 95617 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 
(916) 753-1678 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
(415) 339-7874; fax 332-4393 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

Bay Area EF! Hotline (510) 848-8724 

Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92616-4960 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 569-5592 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
(909) 422-1637 
Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
mojaveef@enviroIink.org 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 

(619) 581-3250 or (760) 740-1174 

sdef@envirolink.org 

COLORADO 

Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 

mjl@nilenet.com 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

aq328@freenet.uchsc.edu 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 386rSan Luis, CO 81152 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 

Univ. of Georgia, Tate Student Center 

Athens, GA 30602 

Katuah EF! Downsizers 

POB 531, Athens, GA 30603 

(706) 355-9904 

I DAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation Project 

POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 

(208) 345-8077 

Cove/Mallard Coalition 

POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 

(208) 882-975S; fax 883-0727 

cove @moscow.com 

ILLINOIS 

Earth First! Chicago 

c/o The Autonomous Zone 

1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 

Chicago, IL 60622; (773) 252-6019 

azone@wwa.com 


Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154 
Chicago, IL 60655 
friends@enteract.com 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 

I OWA 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 52244 
jjquig@bIue.uiowa.edu 
M A I NE 
Maine EF! 

POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
MARYLAND 
Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 2700857; http://wwwjgc.oig/icc370 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 
Martha's Vineyard EF! 

RR 1, Box 381A 

Martha's Vineyard, MA 02568 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

MICHIGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 

POB 50814, Kalamazoo, MI 49005 

(613) 383-9317 

MINNESOTA 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave So, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178, fax 871-9597 
paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 
(612) 362-3387, earthflrst@juno.com 
M I SSO U RI 
Ray O. McCall 
Rt 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(573) 443-6832, 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-6463 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
Bison Action Group 
POB 7326, Bozeman, MT 59771 
(406) 586-9141 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 

(505) 988-8128 

NE.W_Y. PRK 

Wetlands Preserve 

James Hansen 

161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax 925-8715 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

532 Portage Rd, 1st Floor 
Niagara Falls, NY 14301-1936 
(716) 282-7777 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(704) 285-9521 
Katuah Highlands EF! 

POB 223, Deep Gap, NC 28618 
(910) 973-7032; stemoody@wilkes.net 
OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119 
(216) 383-9985 


Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
OEARTHFIRST@oberlin.edu 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

8 N. Court St # 309, Athens, OH 45701 
(614) 594-6400 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45255 

OREGON 

Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Kangaroo EF! 

POB 332, Williams, OR 97544 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll., SAO, Portland, OR 97202 

(503) 771-1112x7875 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 

POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 

(503) 241-4879, fax 235-9976 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave, Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln, Montrose, PA 18801 
Allegheny Defense Project 
POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 
(814) 226-4918, adp@envirolink.org 
T ENNESS EE 
Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 624-3939 

TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

POB 7292, Univ. Stn, Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 478-7666; entropy@eden.com 
Corpus Christi EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 

POB 804, Burlington, VT 05402 

Save the Corporations 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

Massive Retaliation 

2129 General Booth Blvd #253 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5872 

PAW Southwest Virginia 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

(540) 982-0492 

WASHINGTON 

Seattle EF! 

POB 85541, Seattle, WA 98145 
ph/fax (206) 632-2954 
Sea-ef@novaproj.org 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN! 

Midwest Headwaters Action 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St, Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 
The Old Man 

235 Travis, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 
(715) 423-5636 
North Forests EF! 

748 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh, WI 54901 

(920) 424-0265 

Bay Area North Guard 

POB 116, Washburn, WI 54891 

(715) 373-2717 

Driftless EF! c/o WPA 

POB 2761, LaCrosse, WI 54602-2761 

(608) 782-6997 

Sand County EF! 

POB 992, Stevens Point, WI 54481 
Chippewa Valley EF! 

POB 143, Menomonie, WI 54751-0790 


EF! PROJECTS 

6 CAMPAIGNS 


Bison Action Group 
4880 S. 19, Bozeman, MT 59718 
Cascadia Fire Ecology 
Education Project 
POB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403 


POB 1811, Rockland, ME 04841 

Cold Mount* 

Cold Rivers Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867 
cmct@wi 
Direct. 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 376-7329, fax 631-7958 


End Corporate Dominance 

POB 7292, Austin, TX 78713 

(512) 478-7666, entropy@eden.com 

Genetic Alert 

Wise Use Watch 

POB 2182 , Berkeley, CA 94702 

halcarl@rahul.net 

Warrior Poets Society 

ASUC Box 361 

Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 

0 X tract from Public Lands 

EF1J, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 

earthfirst@lgcapc.org 


r — i 

i International EF! Directory i 


Check out the international 
Earth First! web page at: 
http://www.hrc.wmin.ac.uk/ 
campaigns/ef/earthfirst.html 
AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

Australian EF! Action Update 
POB 12046, Elizabeth St 
Brisbane 4002 
ef_au@hotmail.com 

CANADA 

Coast Mountains EF! 

1472 Commercial Drive, Box 128 

Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9 

(604) 708-9660 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 

EF! Manitoba 

15-222 Osborne St. South 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 

(204) 4S3-9052 

EF! Toronto 

POB 70, 1576 Queen St. West 
Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 
EF! Ottawa 
Box 4612 Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 
Autonomous Green Action 
POB 4721, Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 
di69S@freenet.carleton.ca 
EF! Montreal, Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, PQ H2X 2T3 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 
Abbey St., Ballinrobe 
County Mayo 
Limerick Talamh Glas 
41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 

00 353 61 313308, atglas@inet.ie 
ENGLAND 

Over 35 EF! groups exist in England; 
for a list, contact: 

EF! Action Update, Dept. 29, 

1 Newton St, Manchester Ml 1HW 
(0161) 224 4846 
actlonupdate@gn.af>c.org 
Oxford EF! 

Box E, 111 Magdalen Rd., 

Oxford, OX4 IRQ, (01865) 791391 
South Downs EF!, Dead Trees EF! 
and Do or Die 

POB 2971, Brighton BN2 2GY 
savage@easynet.co.uk 

ERAN. CE 

Eco-Action/EF! France 
95 Rue de la Marine 
62224 Equihen-Plage 
(+33) 3 21 31 1862, fax 1953 
eco-action.ef.mala@wanadoo.fr 


GERMANY 
EF! Germany 

c/o Avalon, Friedrich-Ebert Str 24 
45127 Essen 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 

THE NETHERLANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
ruigoord@hotmail.com 
PHILIPPINES 
Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 
ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3 
43-300 Bielsko, Biala 

fax 0048-30-29496 

RUS SIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80, tretyput@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers, Moscow 
(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
ph/fax +7 (0112) 43 72 86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax 44 (0)41 424 3688 
scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLOVAKIA 
Earth First! 

A. Hlinku 11, 96001 Zvolen 
kolenka@uvt.tuzvo.sk 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demandes 

Taller de E. A. A. CURUXA 

J. B. Xelmirer J, Campus Universitario 

1570 S Santiago 

(81) 584321, fax (81) 584533 

SWE DEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C 

46-37 Vanersborg 

UKR AINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
c/o Nadia Shevchenko 
POB 322, Kiev 252187 
+7 (38044) 263-4954, 265-7628 
nadia@gluk.apc.org 

j 


PRISONER SUPPORT 


Rod Coronado 

03895-000, FCI Unit SW 
8901 S. Wilmot Rd. 

Tucson, AZ 85706 USA 
North American ALF 
Support Group 
Box 69597, 5845 Yonge. St. 
Willowdale, Ontario 
M2M4K3 Canada 


Bob Lawrence 

#61950-065 

FPC Lompoc 

3705 W. Farm 

Lompoc, CA 93436 USA 

Direct Action Defense Fund 

POB 57357 

Tucson, AZ 85732-7357 USA 
(520) 795-5171 
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German Nuke Activists Derailed wu ^™ e “ " ith 

or Without You 


by Michael Mariotte & Dust Bunny 

The controversy over shipping nuclear waste through 
Germany erupted again on March 20 when nearly 10,000 
demonstrators blockaded a train carrying the nuclear 



Activists on railroad tracks protesting nuclear shipments face-off with fully body-armored police. 

material. The uprising was in response to the movement 
of the waste to an interim storage facility in Ahaus, 
located in the country's northwest corner near the Dutch 
border. The government did everything it could with 
strong-arm tactics to ensure a smooth transport of the six 
casks of high-level radioactive waste. 


Because of an anticipated mass protest in Ahaus, the 
shipment began six days early, a plan known only by four 
government officials. Beforehand, tens of thousands of 
police were called in and occupied the small, conservative 
city. The demonstrators' campsites, set up on sympathetic 
farmers' land, were attacked and 
forced to close. Townspeople whose 
backyards fronted the railroad tracks 
were evicted from their homes, and 
fencing was put up to keep people 
from entering the homes or yards. All 
trains and busses to the area were 
halted. Cars without local license 
plates were denied entry and access. 
On March 20, getting to Ahaus re- 
quired walking at least six miles 
around police barricades. 

At the beginning of the week hun- 
dreds, then thousands, of police 
moved in. The throngs of demon- 
strators, mostly from Germany and 
the neighboring Netherlands, fun- 
11 neled in simultaneously. The police 
avoided the downtown shopping 
zone but were at every other inter- 
section. They were on every quiet 
tree-lined side street with their vans, 
trucks, water cannons and armored 
personnel carriers blocking parking 
spaces and creating an atmosphere of terror. Wearing the 
latest in body armor, they held helmets, shields and 
batons at their sides and tear gas canisters on their belts. 
Many had guns. They were ready for war. 


continued on page 26 
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by Edith T. Mirante 

The Yadana gas pipeline, one of the 20th 
century's last great corporate crimes, now 
slices through southern Burma's rainfor- 
est, heading for neighboring Thailand. 

Dozens of Thai environmentalists camped 
out on the pipeline route from December 
until March, in the indigenous version of 
Redwood Summer. They aimed to block 
continuation Of the multinational joint- Burmese exiles and rainforest activists lockdown at a Unocal facility in California in 1996 

venture the Associated Press called "one of the most politically controversial infrastructure projects in the world." 

The scheme to build a pipeline from the Yadana natural gas field, beneath Burma's Andaman Sea, to an electricity 
generating plant in Thailand was hatched by the arrogance of French, American and Thai corporate executives and the 
blood lust of Burma's military regime. The Burmese army crushed a massive "people power" uprising in 1988 and 
maintains a stranglehold on the country. The military regime, which calls itself the State Peace and Development 
Council, has waged war in ethnic minority regions, attempting to stamp out any threat of insurgency from indigenous 
peoples such as the Karens and Mons. In order to do so, the Burmese armed forces were increased to nearly half a million 
and re-armed with Chinese rifles, tanks and bombers, requiring the junta to seek hard currency from foreign investors. 

Logging, mining and fishing companies were invited to loot Burma's natural resources without restraint (Burma 
follows no environmental laws), and their payoffs fill the generals' coffers. The biggest investors by far have been 
petroleum companies. Several explored for oil on land in Burma, but they came up dry and left. By drilling underseas, 
however, Unocal and France's Total found reserves of natural gas in a jointly held concession. Arco and England's 
Premier, which bought Texaco's concession last year, continue undersea exploration. 


by Dennis Martinez 

Decay, death, birth and growth are 
part of our everyday experience. They 
are organic processes that all of us are 
intimately familiar with. Ceremonies 
have evolved over time in all indig- 
enous cultures that celebrate these 
changes in a spirit of supplication, 
reciprocity and thankfulness. Land 
stewardship practices that work with 
and even direct these natural processes 
have also evolved in indigenous cul- 
tures. Yet most of us in the larger 
industrial Western culture live, work 
and study in a human environment 
seemingly at odds with .our everyday 
perceptions of nature. We live in an 
environment that is structured eco- 
nomically, technologically and intel- 
lectually like a machine. 

A way of being inspired by the ma- 
chine has dominated Western culture 
from the mid- 19th century until the 
present. Viewed in this way, nature is 
imagined to be unchanging unless it is 
disturbed. Most resource managers, as 
well as the environmental movement, 
still think about nature in terms of the 
machine metaphor. The modern West- 
ern belief in the constancy and stabil- 
ity of nature was expressed by George 
Perkins Marsh in Man and Nature as 
early as 1864. Marsh says, "Nature, left 
undisturbed, so fashions her territory 
as to give it almost unchanging perma- 
nence of form, outline and propor- 
tion, except when shattered by geo- 
logic convulsions; and in these com- 
paratively rare cases of derange- 
ment, she sets herself at once to repair 
the superficial damage and to restore, 
as nearly as practicable, the former 
aspect of her dominion." 
Environmental Roots 

The principal prophets of the modem 
environmental movement — Emerson, 
Thoreau, Muir and Leopold — have re- 
peated and enlarged the same theme of 
nature functioning optimally when left 
alone. Modern environmental preserva- 
tionists draw their most compelling 
inspiration from these earlier transcen- 
dental philosophers. 

The notion of "transcendental" im- 
plies somethingbeyond our senses which 
is greater than we are. In this case, nature 
itself is viewed as a kind of divine mani- 
festation. Nature is conceived as being 
perfect because God is perfect. Tran- 
scendentalism grew out of 17th and 
18th century English natural theology 
which saw God revealed through his 
principal work, nature. You could know 
God if you knew his creation. 

When viewed from this historical 
perspective, we see how similar the 
industrial exploitation of nature and 
the counter-industrial effort to pre- 
serve nature really are. 


continued on page 28 


continued on page 13 


EARTH FIRST! 

NO COMPROMISE IN THE DEFENSE OF MOTHER EARTH! 

POB 1415 • EUGENE, OREGON 97440 • (541) 344-8004 



Unearthing a Forgotten Civil Disobedience 


Victories here mean sacrifices there. Successful cam- 
paigns in one region often result in exchanged trade 
volume in another. A local to the Cascadia bioregion 
recently called this the "water bed" effect. You push down 
the saws here, and what do you know, they pop tip in an 
adjacent forest. Just when we take a breather, our federal 
agencies swap pristine public lands for those thrashed and 
abused by industry. 

Despite this uncontrollable cycle, we need to do more. 
Although already taking on one of the most important roles 
in our industry-pampered world, frontline defenders of the 
wild need to be active in other areas of resistance. 

While continuing the imperative defense, we must em- 
bark on an ancient but nearly forgotten method of civil 
disobedience — the simple act of creating alternatives. In a 
world of store-bought food, classroom education, grid 
electricity and prefab rental houses, alternatives to the 
mainstream seem non-existent. As the natural world con- 
tinues to erode at its edges, creating alternatives becomes 
more and more imperative. 

Topsoils are being poisoned, becoming desertified and 
lifeless. Aquifers are sucked dry. As these trends con- 
tinue, food will become more than just a daily commod- 
ity. Growing one's own food is a revolutionary concept 
that must be rejuvenated and worked into the everyday 
lives of the movement. It requires turning backyards into 
compost piles, vacant city spaces into- viable plots* re- 
cycled lumber into greenhouses and letting the seeds 
takeover. 

As the islands we reside on near their carrying capacity 
and topsoils become unproductive, self-sustaining food 
production will become an important criteria for sur- 
vival. Now is the time to start busying ourselves. We 
must incorporate this not just in our personal space but 
around our communities, at universities, business offices 
and in elementary schools. Ehvisiori fourth graders rip- 
ping up manicured grass plots, turning soil, building 
compost piles, erecting greenhouses and producing the 
bulk of the cafeteria's servings. Why not make gardening 
a required class instead of those ludicrous fetal pig 
dissections? # 

With the elementary understanding of growing food 


comes the even more taboo concept of alternative 
homebuilding. In a world of codes, permits, fines and city 
bureaucracies. Earth-friendly means of building remain 
evasive and underutilized. It is time for the government 
institutions to accept the importance of straw bale, cob 
and rammed Earth housing and start offering incentives 
and subsidies to those wishing to build mostly lumber- 
free dwellings. If there isn't a boom and swell in this 
sector, the demand for wood will continue to hack apart 
the forests and wildlands we are so determined to save. 
Like food, when wood becomes extremely scarce and 
pricey, the wake-up call will be sounded. Now is the time 
to start kneading cob loaves and getting dirt under our 
fingernails. These ancient methods of homebuilding 
need to resurface. 

It is time to get radical not just in the forest but in our 
communities as well. Creating alternatives means more 
than bringing back simplicity; taking back the media that 
has become the prostituted, sole-source of information for 
so many is just as easy as layering compost. Ridding the 
standards of bogus journalistic "objectivity" means pirat- 
ing the airwaves and creating community television sta- 
tions. The Cascade bioregion has already witnessed the 
redefinition of our local media with its weekly television 
show Cascadia Alive! and nascent Radio Free Cascadia. 
Television and radio are the mass media that imperatively 
need to be taken back by the people. Reclaim your tube 
space and frequencies. 

As we bring to life these dormant and creative alterna- 
tives, the dollar-dependent transnationals will have less 
and less to feed on. These are arts we can practice here at 
home while daydreaming of the wild landscapes we are so 
passionate about. These kinds of activities will eventually 
monkeywrench the corporations we hate so much. We 
must not underestimate the work that needs to be done at 
home. Although the frontline defense of precious areas 
must continue, these forgotten acts of civil disobedience 
in town mustreemerge. It is our job not to just steward and 
fight for the justice of our lands but also to create commu- 
nity-based alternatives the next generations will so ur- 
gently need. 

— -Josh Laughlin 



f^auna Qabala Y 

Fauna, rt. animal life. fj 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or V 
mysterious art. 

Female long-tailed manakins ( Chiroxiphia linearis ) find 
male bonding seductive. Males of this South American 
avian species are partners for one or more breeding 
seasons; their tenacious associations are analogous to 
those of monogamous heterosexual bird pairs. They 
spend their days together performing * 
cooperative courtship dances at tradi- 
tional display locations which they 
defend. Perched side by side, the pair i 

synchronously whistles "toledo" 19 hbJ 
times per minute, or about 5,000 times 
per day. When a female notices, she /V® 
alights on the branch, initiating a flurry Mf 
of elaborate courtship behavior. The W 
males alternately launch themselves fl 
straight into the air while giving a fl 
wheezy call. To add flair, the male ff 
nearest the female jumps up and 1Jlir: n n,, 
backward, landing where the sec- 
ond male was, while the second 


by Faith Walker 

male scoots over on the branch and springs from where 
the first did, effectively performing backward cartwheels. 
They do this up to 100 times, now and then spinning 
right over the female's head to cartwheel on the other 
side. For variation, the duo occasionally hovers and 
flutters madly, or they buzz the female at top speed. She- 
usually responds to all of this by leaving. However, 
when sufficiently enamored, she communicates her 
desire to mate by hopping. One male then flies off while 
the other mates. After the female leaves, the expectant 
father calls his male partner back, and they resume 
whistling "toledo." 

Females are completely disinterested in solitary males, 
and this has driven the formation of an age-based hierar- 
chy of males at each display location. Among these 
unrelated individuals only the alpha and beta males 
display, and only the alpha male mates. His reproductive 
success is extraordinary while that of the beta male is nil. 

Although this seems altruistic on the part of 
. the beta male, his reward is simply de- 

layed. He will outlive the domi- 
nant male, thus moving up 
J in rank and taking posses- 

sion t ^ ie display site. 
jSffi 1 i ll Persistent and intricate 

m cooperative courtship 

■gretrgjtfg. behavior such as this 
has only rarely evolved 

j* ' among birds. 
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by Garth Kahl 

"A comprehensive population policy for the 
United States that continues to advocate an end to 
US population growth at the earliest possible time 
through reduction in natural increase (births minus 
deaths), but now also through reduction in net 
immigration (immigration minus emigration) . " That 
is the wording of the recent Sierra Club initiative 
that the Earth First! Journal and attendees of the 
recent EF! Organizers Conference con- 
demned as being flagrantly racist and which 
some in "progressive" circles, like 
Alexander Cockburn, have likened to a 
David Duke KKK rally. 

Immigration, like population reduction, 
is a complicated, highly politicized and 
inflammatory subject. By simply parroting 
Cockburn • and others in dismissing this 
proposal and its supporters, including 
many longtime Earth Firstlers (author Bill 
Devall), prominent ecologists and conservation bi- 
ologists (E. O. Wilson) and the head of World Watch 
Institute (Lester Brown), as racist, the Journal and EF! 
Organizers Conference attendees contributed noth- 
ing towards resolving the issue. 

According to the US Census Bureau, US popula- 
tion is growing by three million people a year. 
That's another city roughly the size of Los Angeles 
every two years. Of those three million people, 
roughly one million are legal immigrants (the US 
admits more legal immigrants than any other in- 
dustrialized country), of whom about 10 percent 
are political (as opposed to economic) refugees. It 
doesn't matter if the people being added are brown, 
black, purple or white, tofu-eating, bike-riding 
enviros, they are still all going to be consuming 
resources and taxing the natural system. In addi- 
tion, they will probably be consuming more than 
the world average, simply because it's hard to 
avoid doing so in our society. Even a first-world 
person living in Paraguay or Colombia will prob- 
ably use fewer resources because public transport 
there is efficient, food has less packaging, more 
locally-made products are available, etc. 

There are those who associate the supporters of 
this initiative with right-wing, racist or neo-fascist 
groups that also happen to espouse anti-immigra- 
tion ideologies. By this same brand of logic, it could 
be shown that Earth First! is now allied with the 
Catholic Church, Operation Rescue and other pro- 
natalist factions that also favor unfettered popula- 
tion growth and immigration. Indeed, Santos 
Gomez, one of the prominent Sierra Club oppo- 
nents of the initiative, stated at the recent Environ- 
mental Law Conference in Eugene that he didn't 
believe in the concept of carrying capacity! I sug- 
gest, at the risk of offending animal rights activists, 
that Mr. Gomez put a few fruit flies in a jar with a 
limited food supply and watch what happens. 
(Maybe we could tip off the Animal Liberation Front 
before they actually start starving to death, but after 
he gets the picture.) There is nothing in the initia- 



tive that could remotely be shown to advocate 
increased harassment of (admittedly often exploited) 
illegal immigrants, increased militarization of the 
society or "racism" in general. 

Issues involving population growth, both in the 
US and abroad, have always been highly inflamma- 
tory, and the broader progressive community is 
often quick to hurl the accusation of racism (or 
classism) at those who question the dogma that 
more human beings are intrinsically a good thing. 
Although many of us are also involved in the broader 
progressive movement, or at least concerned with 
coalition building, we need to admit that there are 
times when putting the Earth first may mean alien- 
ating many in the liberal community. One can 
easily foresee other issues involving US population 
growth where being a progressive and being an 
Earth Firstler (or at least an ecologist) might mean 
different things. Imagine a proposal to eliminate 
the tax credit for children or a scheme to offer cash 
bonuses to those choosing voluntary sterilization? 
Without a doubt, many in the progressive commu- 
nity would argue, perhaps with some justification, 
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that these were "racist" or "classist" measures be- 
cause the poor would "sacrifice" disproportionately 
(not having children is generally considered sacri- 
fice in our culture) and that we should work to 
achieve an egalitarian society before implementing 
such policies. But if these policies had a chance of 
lowering the birth rate, wouldn't they at least de- 
serve to be rationally considered, especially by the 
Earth First! movement? Immigration reduction, al- 
though an issue that might presumably offend 
humanists and Christians, should at least warrant 
discussion in ecological circles without the propo- 
nents being attacked as racists. 

There are many ways to reduce immigration and 
US population growth in general, none of which 
need scapegoat immigrants, lead to increased re- 
pression of illegal immigrants, or put more cops on 
the border or on the streets. There are many forces 
driving immigration into the US including NAFTA, 
GATT, US covert and overt wars and US/corporate 
foreign policy, which often rewards cooperative 


nations with higher immigration quotas or uses 
immigration as a "safety valve" to reduce domestic 
political pressure on client states. It has been esti- 
mated that NAFTA will eventually push several 
million Mexican farmers off the land (where many 
of them are practicing a more ecologically sustain- 
able lifestyle than any Earth Firstler I know) and 
force them to immigrate to the US, often at consid- 
erable risk and personal sacrifice. Attacking NAFTA 
and other forces pushing immigrants to this coun- 
try is undoubtedly the best way to reduce immigra- 
tion. But ignoring the situation and branding any- 
one as racist who merely suggests that US popula- 
tion growth is an ecological problem, is simply an 
exercise in sticking our heads in the sand. 

Instead of denying that immigration is a signifi- 
cant factor in US population growth, and conse- 
quently in US environmental destruction, we might 
instead begin a debate on an Earth First! position on 
immigration. What might one look like? Who said 
a policy reducing "net immigration" need target the 
poorest people, or even immigrants at all? If chang- 
ing our foreign and economic policies didn't solve 
US population problems, what about first 
targeting educated and relatively affluent 
technocrats (those in greatest demand to 
further grow US industry)? Why not allow 
unfettered entrance to those, especially 
indigenous people, whose religions do not 
advocate being fruitful and multiplying? 
For that matter, why not provide entrance 
to any one person, provided one US citi- 
zen with an income over $100,000 was 
forced to leave the country? 

Like it our not, the Eartfi First! Journal 
and those at the activist conference chose 
the easy path of compromise on this issue. 
It's easy to point the finger at corporations 
and consumer culture, and controlling 
these would certainly help in the long run, 
but doing so won't significantly reduce 
the impact on wild areas in the near fu- 
ture. In the short term, another three million people 
will be added to the US population this year, and an 
area roughly the size of Delaware will be paved. One 
million of these new North Americans, a city larger 
than Portland, Oregon, will be added through im- 
migration. Moving more people to North America, 
where they will assuredly consume more than in 
their countries of origin, will not benefit the eco- 
logical systems either here or there. 

There were many reasons to adopt a public policy 
against this initiative, including building coalitions 
with social justice groups and avoiding the old 
charge, also leveled by Alexander Cockburn, that we 
are "eco-fascists." There may also have been some 
lingering personal animosity toward Dave Fore- 
man, one of the principal sponsors of the measure. 
Many of us are also involved in other progressive 
causes and groups and might have felt uncomfort- 
able defending a policy that was being so publicly 

continued on page 28 



Letters to The Editors... 300-Word Max or You Get The Axe 


Dear Firstiers, 

Thanks for being the only tab- 
loid that tells the truth about 
the environmental movement. 
A life member of Sierra Club, I 
have been more and more dis- 
gusted as the years have gone 
by, wondering what happened 
to the Club I joined. Only since 
I started getting your paper has 
it been apparent. I need to know 
the truth, not the glitz Sierra 
prints to sell magazines and look 
like mainline demojerks and 
republicurds. And now I even 
know whom to vote for in the 
coming Sierra Club election (as 
soon as I saw Jeff D's name on 


the ballot, things began look- 
ing up.) 

Enclosed is an article from a 
local paper, since you asked for 
such should you be quoted. Well, 
the story is this — a fellow teacher 
came to work disgusted because 
he had just found out a building 
permit was to be issued for a "pig 
farm'' right next to his property. 
Of course,.it's to be a 1000 mini- 
mum feedlot facility, not a 
"farm." He wanted information. 
I went to my stack of ecorags 
and there was no competition: 
As usual, your articles were more 
complete and detailed. So that's 
what he took to the Planning 


Board meeting (attended by 
many now-alerted residents), 
that's what the members got cop- 
ies of, and that's what got quoted 
in the local paper. Interesting 
side: the reporter called me and 
asked for more information, and 
casually remarked that Sierra 
Club information probably 
wouldn't be trusted because they 
were known to be "too radical." 
But they had never heard of Earth 
First! so there was no objection 
to your article. Hee. 

Of course, the monetary fix is 
in already so unless we get some- 
thing in the way of a state mora- 
torium or other delay, there will 


soon be a hog feedlot polluting 
northern Maine, home of the 
largest monoculture, third 
growth, pine, privately-owned, 
soon completely clearcut, "for- 
est" in the east. Whoop. 

Sincerely, 

— Dr. James W. Laughner 
Dear EF! 

Over the last 15 years a lot of 
effort has gone into trying to 
protect West Coast forests, and 
the trees are still falling. I won- 
der why nobody seems to have 
thought of emulating the tactics 
of the Sea Shepherds and sink- 
ing a few of the ships that are 


taking logs out of the country. 
The Sea Shepherds have proved 
it is possible to sink a ship with- 
out loss of life and also without 
getting arrested. With so many 
logging ships and so many US 
and Canadian ports, it would be 
impossible to guard them all, 
and it would only be necessary 
to sink a few before the insur- 
ance companies accountants got 
the message and raised the pre- 
miums on logging ships high 
enough to make the industry 
unprofitable. 

— Tsindar 

continued on page 30 
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Protecting the Earth 

an interview with John TrucCeCC 


by John Bowling 

EF!J: Earth First! has changed a lot since it hit the 
scene in late 1979. Then it was about property 
destruction or monkeywrenching and less popular 
redneck-type wilderness politics. Since the late '80s, 
EF! has moved strongly toward a strategy of above- 
ground nonviolent direct action — basically a lot of 
civil disobedience. Some EF! groups even publicly 
denounce monkeywrenching now. What do you 
think EF!'s role should be in the environmental 
movement today? 

Trudell: To always promote and keep alive the 
consciousness of the Earth. I think that is what it 
should be about, regardless of what the difference 
of opinion may be about whether it is spiking 
trees or sitting in trees, these are just tactics that 


is who you are and what your perception of reality 
is. I don't think that just a blanket law can be laid 
down. But, for people to embrace violence just out 
of frustration or anger or emotional reaction is a big 
mistake. As individuals we are all responsible for 
what we do... 

I think another discussion needs to take place 
over the difference between civil disobedience 
and noncooperation. We live within a system 
now where we can win some things, we can hold 
our ground on some things through civil disobe- 
dience... But, that just leaves us in a position 
where we are barely holding our own. In a way, 
violence and nonviolence play along with the 
rules of the state. Theymay have to give in to us 
on a little political thing here or there, but... the 
energy is being contained. 



The FBI sums up its massive 1 7,000-page investigation of John Trudell by describing 
him as "extremely eloquent." Known today as a poet, Native American rights leader and 
a charismatic speaker, Trudell was bom in Nebraska and raised among a large family 
on the Santee Sioux reservation. With rrmph anger and disdain for the poverty he was 
trapped in, Trudell enlisted in the Navy. '.Lqtir, disillusionment and a growing contempt 
for the dominant "American way of life, "causedhim to direct Ms attention to the struggle 
of his people. Rising strong among the warriors of the American Indian Movement (AIM) 
in 1969 during the Indians of All Tribes occupation of Alcatraz Island, Trudell 
reconnected with his indigenous roots and quickly ascended to serve as AIM'S national 
chairman in 1973. . jj 

The government's response to AIM was brutal. As he bluntly explains, "They waged 
a war against us. They huntfd us dtrijfh, destroyed by any means 

necessary. " In 1979, Trudell suffered the brunt of that war just 12 hours after burning 
an American flag outside FBI headquarterf/iji^jyashington, DC, when a fire "of 
suspicious origin" back on the reservation kilted his wife Tim, their three children and 
Tina's mother. Without hesitation, Jriyiell flatly states, "It was murder. They were 
murdered as an act of war, " ^ > J jd |\ W . f 

Trudell emerged from this horrific loss mmflmMhe '80s with electrifying political 
poetry and music, joining Jackson Broripe, BiijJmeJRaitt, Bob Dylan and the Grateful 
Dead on tours. Today, he can be found organizing benefit concerts for native support 
groups and performing his uniquely powerful blend of spoken word all over the country. 
His new album, to be released this sumtner, is called Blue Indians. 

The Earth First! Journal recently had the pleasure of checking in with Trudell. What 
follows is an excerpt from a telephone conversdtion with him on the topic of nonviolent 
resistance in defense of the Earth. 


people are working out to accomplish the one 
thing that Earth First! needs to stick by and that is 
protecting the Earth. 

I think that one thing for people to remember is 
that all things on this planet are different. It is how 
all the different things work together that makes the 
balance. So, within Earth First! there must be an 
understanding that there are different ways to get 
things done. If nothing else, whether or not people 
agree with the differences at this point, I would say 
that every idea should be respected. 

EFJJ: The new generation of EF! activists is arguing 
over whether nonviolence is the most expedient 
strategy for the movement. People are discussing 
whether it would be appropriate right now to employ 
more self-defensive, possibly even violent means of 
defending the Earth. What effects do you think that 
would have on the movement? 

Trudell: I think we need to have an understanding 
of what violence is because a great many people say 
they are against violence, yet they live off of the fruits 
of violence... We live within systems that are violent. 
We live in excess. We are part of an excessive con- 
suming society that's the result of violence against 
the Earth... The reality is that even though we say we 
are against violence, we still consume the products of 
violence against the Earth. 

EFJJ: The definition of violence is something that 
a lot of people talk about. I honestly don't think there 
is ever going to be a resolution of that argument. 

Trudell: Right, there's not going to be a resolution 
to that. Just like the yin and the yang, the sun and 
the moon, the light and the dark, these two things 
are needed to keep the energy flowing. 

I'm real interested in the concepts of violence and 
nonviolence. I just look at it in the sense that you 
have to do what you have to do and that's decided 
by the moment and the circumstances. Part of that 
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EFJJ: So, there's no honorable way to fight? 

Trudell: What I'm saying is there's a difference 
between civil disobedience and noncooperation. 

EFJJ: You're familiar with Gandhi's work and the 
civil rights movement. What then is your opinion 
of Gandhian-style noncooperation? 

Trudell: Gandhi was operating in a different situ- 
ation than here. So, I think that there are elements 
of what he was doing that work here. But what 
Gandhi did in India is not going to work here 
because this isn't India. We aren't Gandhi. But I 
think lessons can be learned. I think it is really about 
noncooperation in the long run. 

Say it became Earth Firstl's objective, on behalf of 
the Earth, as a means of raising environmental 
awareness, to organize on one agreed-upon day that 
we didn't spend any money. We went to work. We 
did whatever else it is we do... but we don't spend 


"Regardless of what the difference of opinion may 
be about whether it is spiking trees or sitting in 
trees , these are just tactics that people are working 
out to accomplish the one thing that Earth First! 
needs to stick by and that is protecting the Earth . " 


any money. Look on a national level, and try to get 
25 percent of the population to do it. Everything we 
do violently or nonviolently is feeding into the 
economic system. We're attacking the issues, bu,t 
we're not dealing with the reality of what's behind 
the issues and that is the economic system. 

Let's say 25 percent of the population is involved... 
That would add up to an incredible number that 
would affect the daily economic reality... You look at 
the economic system. It is in such a fine line balance 


anyway. If people would just one day say, "Hold on, 
I'm not going to consume," then they would really 
understand what kind of power they have in this 
society, which goes way beyond the power of the vote. 
To me it goes into the area of noncooperation. It's not 
about violence or nonviolence or obedience or civil 
disobedience. We just won't cooperate. 

EFJJ: There is this discussion of whether self 
defense is appropiate in those situations where 
violence is being perpetrated against activists. 

Trudell: This is where I think the discussion needs 
to be taken into other areas. Every time you go out 
and demonstrate now, there they are with their 
cameras, and they got their pictures of everybody 
now. Everybody they arrest, they've got their home 
addresses, and they know how to find them forever 
basically because most people if they are fighting for 
the land, that means they're going to be [in one 
place]. If they have a national security matter or 
martial law, shit, 10 to 15 years from now they know 
exactly where to go. The anti-nukes movement 
coughed up a whole lot of that information with all 
the arrests we went through. They know where to 
come and look for us in case there was a real problem. 
We gave them a lot. We gave them our identities. 

EFJJ: Do you think that was a mistake? 

Trudell: Well, I think it's some- 
thing I just wouldn't eagerly em- 
brace. They take pictures of every- 
body. They document and record, 
and they see who shows up the most.. . 
So, in case there is a real nuclear 
problem or whatever, they know who 
to go get first. That is a real learning 
thing for them... They're trying to 
identify us. Maybe the best way to 
defend ourselves is to understand 
the reality of these things and how 
far they can go. 

EFJJ: Was that something AIM was 
doing in the '70s, and do you think 
it was effective? . 

Trudell: Well, it was and it wasn't. 
There's a little good and bad to ev- 
erything. But, yes, overall I think it 
was effective — just what AIM was 
about. But, what we're talking about 
now isn't about what AIM was about. 
That was then. This is now. The les- 
sons to be learned from what AIM 
went through, and it wasn't just AIM, 
it was the whole anti-war movement, 
everybody, is to not just repeat the motions that 
they went through during the '70s, the '80s... Take 
the best from that and incorporate into it whatever 
new needs to be added. I don't think there has really 
been anything added to all this that was based on 
the idea of noncooperation itself. Everything has 
been based on some form of civil disobedience, 
although there are things going on that are nonco- 
operative. Take the woman sitting in the tree [Julia 
Butterfly]... She's not cooperating. That's a very 
individual effort of noncooperation. 

Everything they do is for money. They want our 
money. During the '60s and '70s, everyone was 
understanding that they did all this for money. It 
was about economics. It was for profit. But we don't 
attack their profits... That's never been a strategy. 
Maybe a boycott. It has taken that kind of a form 
against a specific company or multinational. 

EFJJ: Like the United Farm 
Workers did in the '70s. 

Trudell: Right. But, what 
I'm saying is that in America 
it is too difficult to get people 
to do something that takes 
that much time. So, you ask 
them to do it for one day. 

EFJJ: Over the years EF! 
has forged strong alliances 
with Native Americans in defending sacred sites at 
places like Enola Hill and Anpo in Oregon, Big 
Mountain and Mt. Graham in Arizona, Ward Val- 
ley in California and the Nevada Test Site. Do you 
have any' advice for activists wanting to work more 
with native people? 

Trudell: Don’t stop doing whatever it is you're 
doing with direct participation. If there are ways 
you can increase that participation, I'd say do it. 
But, I can't tell you how to do it or what to do. 



Actions Speak 

Louder Than Words 


by Derrick Jensen 

Every morning when I wake up I ask 
myself whether I should write or blow 
up a dam. I tell myself I should keep 
writing, though I'm not sure that's 
right. I've written books and done 
activism, but it is neither a lack of 
words nor a lack of activism that is 
killing salmon here in the Northwest. 
It's the dams. 

Anyone who knows anything about 
salmon knows the dams must go. Any- 
one who knows any- 
thing about politics 
knows the dams will 
stay. Scientists study, 
politicians and busi- 
ness people lie and de- 
lay, bureaucrats hold 
sham public meetings, 
activists write letters 
and press releases, and 
still the salmon die. 

Sadly enough, I'm 
not alone in my inabil- 
ity or unwillingness to 
take action. Members 
of the German resis- 
tance to Hitler from 
1933 to 1945, for example, exhibited 
a striking blindness all ton familiar: 
Despite knowing that Hitler had to be 
removed for a "decent" government 
to be installed, they spent more time 
creating paper versions of this theo- 
retical government than attempting 
to remove him from power. It wasn't 
a lack of courage that caused this blind- 
ness but rather a misguided sense of 
morals. Karl Goerdeler, for instance, 
though tireless in attempting to create 
this new government, staunchly op- 
posed assassinating Hitler, believing 
that if only the two could sit face to 
face Hitler might relent. 

We, too, suffer from this blindness 
and must learn to differentiate be- 
tween real and false hopes. We must 
eliminate false hopes, which blind us 
to real possibilities. Does anyone re- 
ally believe our protests will cause 
Weyerhaeuser or other timber 
transnationals to stop destroying for- 
ests? Does anyone really believe the 
same corporate administrators who say 
they "wish salmon would go extinct so 
we could just get on with living" (Randy 
Hardy of Bonneville Power 
Association) will act other 
than to fulfill their desires? 

Does anyone really believe a 
pattern of exploitation as old 
as our civilization can be 
halted legislatively, judicially 
or through any means other 
than an absolute rejection of 
the mindset that engineers the exploi- 
tation, followed by actions based on 
that rejection? Does anybody really 
think those who are destroying the 
world will stop because we ask nicely or 
because we lock arms peacefully in 
front of their offices? 

There can be few who still believe the 
purpose of government is to protect 
citizens from the activities of those 
who would destroy. The opposite is 
true: Political economist Adam Smith 
was correct in noting that the primary 
purpose of government is to protect 
those who run the economy from the 


outrage of injured citizens. To expect 
institutions created by our culture to 
do other than poison waters, denude 
hillsides, eliminate alternative ways of 
living and commit genocide is 
unforgivably naive. 

Many German conspirators hesitated 
to remove Hitler from office because 
they'd sworn loyalty to him and his 
government. Their scruples caused 
more hesitation than their fear. How 
many of us have yet to root out mis- 
guided remnants of a belief in the le- 
gitimacy of this government to which, 
as children, we pledged allegiance? How 
many of us fail to cross the line into 
violent resistance because we still be- 
lieve that, somehow, the system can be 
reformed? And if we don't believe that, 
what are we waiting for? As Shakespeare 
so accurately put it, "Conscience doth 
make cowards of us all." 

It could be argued that by comparing 
our government to Hitler's I'm over- 
stating my case. I'm not sure salmon 
would agree, nor lynx, nor the people 
of Peru, Irian Jay a, Indonesia, or any 
other place where people pay with their 
lives for the activities of our culture. 

If we're to survive, we must recognize 
that we kill by inaction as surely as by 
action. We must recognize that, as 
Hermann Hesse wrote, "We kill when 
we close our eyes to 
poverty, affliction or 
infamy. We kill when, 
because it is easier, we 
countenance, or pre- 
tend to approve of at- 
rophied social, political, educational, 
and religious institutions, instead of 
resolutely combating them." 

The central — and in many ways 
only — question of our time is this: What 
are sane, appropriate and effective re- 
sponses to outrageously destructive be- 
havior? So often, those working to slow 
the destruction can plainly describe 
the problems. Who couldn't? The prob- 
lems are neither subtle nor cognitively 
challenging. Yet when faced with the 
emotionally daunting task of fashion- 
ing a response to these dearly insoluble 
problems, we generally suffer a failure 
of nerve and imagination. Gandhi 
wrote a letter to Hitler asking him to 
stop committing atrocities and was 
mystified that it didn.'t work. I con- 


tinue writing letters to the editor of the 
local corporate newspaper pointing out 
mistruths and am continually surprised 
at the next absurdity. 

I'm not suggesting a well-targeted pro- 
gram of assassinations would solve all 
of our problems. If it were that simple, 
I wouldn't be writing this essay. To 
assassinate Slade Gorton and Larry Craig, 
for example, two senators from the 
Northwest whose work may be charita- 
bly described as unremittingly ecocidal, 
would probably slow the destruction 
not much more than to write them a 
letter. Neither unique nor alone, Gorton 


and Craig are merely tools for enacting 
ecocide, as surely as are dams, corpora- 
tions, chainsaws, napalm and nuclear 
weapons. If someone were to kill them, 
others would take their places. The 
ecocidal programs originating specifi- 
cally from the damaged psyches of 
Gorton and Craig would die with them, 
but the shared nature of the impulses 
within our culture would continue full- 
force, making the replacement as easy 
as buying a new hoe. 

Hitler, too, was elected as legally and 
"democratically" as Craig and Gorton. 
Hitler, too, manifested his culture's 
death urge brilliantly enough to cap- 
ture the hearts of those who voted him 
into power and to hold the loyalty of 
the millions who actively carried out 
his plans. Hitler, like Craig and Gorton, 
like George Weyerhaeuser and other 
CEOs, didn't act alone. Why, then, do 
I discern a difference between them? 

The current system has already be- 
gun to collapse under the weight of 
its ecological excesses, and here's 
where we can help. Having trans- 
ferred our loyalty away from our 
culture's illegitimate economic and 
governmental entities and to the land, 
our goal must be to protect, through 
whatever means possible, the human 
and nonhuman residents of our 
homelands. Our goal, like that of a 
demolition crew on a downtown 
building, must be to help our culture 
collapse in place, so that in its fall it 
takes out as little life as possible. 

Discussion presupposes distance, and 
the fact that we're talking about 
whether violence is appropriate tells 
me we don 't yet'care 
enough. There's a 
kind of action that 
doesn't emerge 
from discussion, 
from theory, but in- 
stead from our bodies and from the 
land. This action is the honeybee sting- 
ing to defend her hive; it's the mother 
grizzly charging a train to defend her 
cubs; it's Zapatista spokesperson Cecelia 
Rodriguez saying, "I have a question of 
those men who raped me. Why did you 
not kill me? It was a mistake to spare 
my life. I will not shut up... this has not 
traumatized me to the point of paraly- 
sis." It's Ogoni activist Ken Saro-Wiwa, 
murdered by the Nigerian government 
at the urging of Shell, whose last words 
were, "Lord, take my soul, but the 
struggle continues!" It's those who par- 
ticipated in the Warsaw Ghetto upris- 
ing. It's Crazy Horse, Sitting Bull and 
Geronimo. It's salmon battering them- 
selves against concrete, using the only 


thing they have, their flesh, to try to 
break down that which keeps them 
from their homes. 

I don't believe the question of whether 
to use violence is the right one. Instead, 
the question should be: Do you suffi- 
ciently feel the loss? So long as we 
discuss this in the abstract, we still have 
too much to lose. If we begin to feel in 
our bodies the immensity and empti- 
ness of what we lose daily — intact natu- 
ral communities, hours sold for wages, 
childhoods lost to violence, women's 
capacity to walk unafraid — we'll know 
precisely what to do. 
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Stone Container Ponies Up 

On March 11, after two years of | 
negotiations, the Missoula office of 
the Native Forest Network, Montana | 
Coalition for Health, Environmental 
and Economic Rights and Cold Moun- I 
tain, Cold Rivers came to compre * 
hensive out-of-court settlements wit 
'“•* — ■* paper multinafioii 
er Corporation ow 
nmental laws 
mill just outsii 
■Rowing day, ti 
tection Agen 
with Stone, with the citi 
s as intervenors. 
zen suit, filed using the citi! 
zen enforcement provisions of the en#|_, 
vironmental laws, requires Stone teg; 
spend $450,000 on local environment 
tal projects, $ 1 50,000 to develop alter- 
natives to the binning of chlorinated: 
plastics generated by the mill's recy-: 
cling plant and pay $50,000 in fines to 
the US Treasury and implement an 
innovative pollution prevention pro- 
gram in the next five years. 

Maheshwar Dam Alert 

More than 1,000 police took over 
the site of the Maheshwar Dam on 
the Narmada River in the central In- 
dian state of Madhya Pradesh in late 
March (seeJEF.'/February-March 1998). 
This renewed police occupation is 
thought by resistors to be a measure 
to obstruct massive demonstrations 
if the dam somehow now proceeds 
outside the terms of the stop-work 
agreement sealed on February 2. 
Amidst a PR blitz in regional papers 
touting the "massive benefits" of the 
damproject, the Madhya Pradesh Elec- 
tricity Board and S. Kumans, the com- 
pany developing the dam, insisted they 
are only interested in building a pro- 
tection wall to prevent damage to the 
construction that has already been 
completed and to. insure safety. 

Enraged villagers sent a letter to the 
Chief Minister calling for a halt of the 
project. Receiving no response, over 
500 people marched to the dam site 
on March 23 and demanded the com- 
pany vacate the site within three days. 
On March. 26, over 800 people from 
the Maheshwar area convened in the 
state capitol Bhopal for a demonstra- 
tion and to speak with the Chief Min- 
ister. Another large demonstration 
was held on April 3. 

Oregon-based energy utility, 
PacifiCorp, which is involved with 
Peabody Coal's mining of Big Moun- 
tain in Arizona, is helping put to- 
gether the financing package for the 
project and is interested in investing 
in the dam if it goes ahead. 

Taku Mine Approved 

Canadian Environment Minister 
Cathy McGregor and Energy and 
Mines Minister Dan Miller are allow- 
ing Redfern Resources to go ahead 
with its controversial proposal to de- 
velop the Tulsequah Chief gold mine 
and punch a 99-mile road into the 
Taku wilderness (see EF'.J December- 
January 1998). The mine itself, which 
is meant to extract hard-to-handle, 
high-acid ore, is situated close to the 
bestCoho salmon habitat in the Taku 
system. The road will open up the 
watershed to logging and oth< * 
opment and threaten some of " 
intact wildlife habitat left in 
Columbia. Grizzly bears, m< 
goats and caribou will be su! 
increased hunting and poachi 
disturbance by a variety of as 
that the road will bring. 

Contact Southeast Alaska Conser- 
vation Council at 419 6th St, #328, 
Juneau, AK 99801; (907) 586-6942. 






such developments. The 
concepts included more gro- 
ceries, equipment rentals, a 
restaurant, rental cabins, lake 
front condos and two golf 
courses. The centerpiece was 
to be a heritage theme park 
that would portray the 
unique history and culture 
of the people that inhabited 
the land from the 1700s un- 
til it was taken by TVA. (A 
very large percentage of the 
population traced its ances- 
try to Revolutionary War 
soldiers who received the 
land as payment for service.) 
This park would be encircled 
by the "Tennessee Splash," a 
replica of the Tennessee 
River, in which visitors could 
float in rented in- 
ner tubes. The 
public's response 
^ was so negative 
that TVA an- 
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by David Nickell and Tracy Jordan 




The concept of public lands is based 
on the premise that, if private interests had their 
way, there would soon be no natural areas un- 
marred by humans. In seeking to protect natural 
areas, our governing officials have devised a com- 
plex web of bureaucracy that extends to countless 
agencies and persons, most of whom are unknown 
and not accountable to the actual public. Land 
Between the Lakes (UBL), which was actually Land 
Between the Rivers until its re-christening in 1964, 
offers an example of what can happen to th,e land 
and people caught in this web. 

Land Between the Rivers was a peninsula of multi- 
generational farms and rural communities between 
the Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers in western 
Kentucky and Tennessee. After the iron industry 
burned itself out at the turn of the century, the land 
was mostly used for farming, hunting and fishing. 
It was paradise to the people who lived there, with 
the rivers providing natural insulation and sym- 
bolic separation from the outside. Visitors from 
outside were often amazed to find that some of us 
had no electricity, indoor plumbing or telephone. 
We had privacy, beautiful land, woods, water and 
communities where everyone helped each other. 
We survived and rebuilt after floods — natural ones 
and others made by the Army Corps of Engineers 
and the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) when 
they dammed the rivers. 

We even established our own 70,000-acre Ken- 
tucky Woodlands National Wildlife Refuge in 1900 
when Shelley Nickell decided to protect the last 
flock of wild turkey in the area. The federal designa- 
tion came in 1938. 

It was probably that wildlife refuge that spelled the 
beginning of the end for the people of Land Between 
the Rivers. In 1964 President Kennedy found it on a 
map, flew over it in a helicopter, sent in the National 
Park Service to study it and entrusted it to TVA. 

When Kennedy realized that most of the viable 
wilderness in the West was already under govern- 
merft protection, he sought to build a legacy of 
public lands in the East, including those that could 
be restored and kept in pristine condition. Little- 
known wetlands and lakeshores received extra 
acreage, grandiose new names and statuses to 
match. Countless acres were absorbed by the gov- 
ernment into this new national recreation plan. 
Many places were given national park and national 
monument status. There was a frenzy of involve- 
ment as state and local leaders sought to explore 
the new possibilities of tourism in areas that had 
been sleeping peacefully for centuries. 

TVA believed there were no outstanding features in 
LBL, either natural or humanmade. They proposed 
that all commercial activity and permanent dwell- 
ings be excluded from the park. The waters would 
serve as a natural boundary. In other words, we, the 
people of Land Between the Rivers, were history. 


The money TVA offered us was ludicrously low 
for our land and buildings. TVA justified this as 
necessary to "discourage land speculators." Those 
who refused the initial offers, under the threat of 
condemnation, received even less. The degrada- 
tion of being forced from our places was intensified 
by our portrayal in the press as backwards, igno- 
rant and lawless people. But the major reason all 
Americans should be upset about Land Between 
the Lakes is because what happened there is em- 
blematic of what is presently happening to much 
of public land: It is being converted to suit the 
needs of interests that are not the interests of the 
people who love nature and love the land. 

TVA's plan stated that no one could develop the 
land, profit from it in a monetary sense or do 
anything there to damage nature. That reality has 
been distorted in the new language of wise use and 
sustainable resources to mean that no one but TVA 
can develop the land. The mom-and-pop groceries 
of the 1960s have been replaced by sterile, electri- 
fied ones financed by taxpayers. In effect, the public 
pays top prices for trinkets and souvenirs their taxes 
have already paid for, from a store that they unwit- 
tingly paid to build, in front of a campground (that 
is little different from a mall parking lot) that they 
paid to pave, so that they could pay to park there on 
land that they unknowingly helped steal (ostensi- 
bly to prevent commercialization). 

TVA recently set an alarming precedent in an- 
other part of Tennessee by issuing long-term leases 
to private interests and selling lands acquired by 
eminent domain as condominium sites. TVA justi- 
fied the hiring of a Texas development firm to 
design condos and marinas as necessary to "maxi- 
mize the value of the property." (As a hybrid public/ 
private corporation, TVA can operate in whichever 
capacity is most convenient at the time.) Managing 
valuable public resources, with little or no control 
over their use, is perhaps more temptation than any 
agency can stand — especially TVA, whiclws $28 
billion in debt, thanks to its nuclear power produc- 
tion. [See EF! Journal, August-September 1994.] 

Recent alliances with huge timber interests have 
also produced irreparable results. Commercial log- 
ging has been not only renewed, but increased 
dramatically. The cutting follows a patchwork pat- 
tern designed to prevent inclusion of more of the 
170,000-acre forest into a nature preserve. And 
TVA used to brag that LBL was the largest 
unfragmented hardwood forest between the Rockies 
and the Alleghenies! It now openly boasts that its 
goal is to become "competitive in the outdoor 
recreation industry" and that "preservation is det- 
rimental to outdoor recreation." 

Shadowy alliances with development interests 
started with TVA's "five concepts" proposals for 
development of the LBL. These "concepts" were the 
result of the required public comment period on 


nounced it would 
withdraw the proposal before the comment period 
expired. The agency promised it had no plans for 
any developments. Within a year, the restaurant, a 
Western store and numerous rental cabins had been 
constructed, and the logging had escalated. 

The pattern has been consistent since the first 
commercialization efforts in 1988: Deny there is 
a plan, build quietly, then promise that there are 
no plans for further developments, build quietly, 
then promise again. 

Protests by the public have been ignored by TVA. 
Conventional appeals to elected officials produced 
a congressional hearing last June, but nothing 
resulted. Hope hinges on a promise that the land 
would remain forever free of commercial develop- 
ment. This promise was made both to the former 
residents, as explanation for their expulsion, and 
to all Americans, as explanation for purchasing the 
land. If the government can be held to its promise 
to the people, it will be a major victory against the 
acceleration of wise use management. As corporate 
interests continue to use declining federal subsi- 
dies as an excuse to gain access to valuable public 
resources, the LBL issue will be a critical juncture in 
public land management. 

TVA Chairman Craven Crowell has taken the 
unprecedented move of requesting that Congress 
not fund LBL or its other non-power programs 
(mainly dams and navigation). Congress recently 
approved funding of LBL for 1998 but stated flatly 
this will be the last year of funding. Because TVA 
"acquired" the LBL by its own authority and no 
enabling legislation was ever written to establish 
the legal status of the area, the only constraints on 
TVA's use of LBL have been the strings attached to 
federal money. TVA will now be "forced" to oper- 
ate LBL from funds generated within the LBL and 
can use the profits as it sees fit. This is a dangerous 
precedent for all public lands. 

Kentucky Congressman Ed Whitfield and Sena- 
tor Mitch McConnell have introduced a bill to 
Congress to determine the future of the LBL. This 
legislation would turn the area over to the US 
Forest Service and sets up a special fund from 
which management expenses would be drawn. 
All revenues generated from LBL's resource "man- 
agement" or from any business ventures therein 
would be put in that fund. The bill even specifies 
that TVA can give corporations renewable 30-year 
leases for development of "recreation facilities." 
While the bill is under consideration, TVA is 
scheduled to begin logging in core areas of the 
bioreserve this summer. 

The Concept Zero Task Force has been formed to 
educate the public on this issue and is a coalition of 
former residents, business and sporting groups, en- 
vironmentalists and educators. For more informa- 
tion, contact the Concept Zero Task Force at POB 56, 
Eddyville, KY 42038; http://www.apex.net/lblcrisis. 
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by Than Hitt 


On the drawing board, timber certification looks great. By 
offering financial incentives for ecoforestry, it seems that every- 

^ one wins: Industries get new markets, forests are protected, envi- 

ronmentalists claim victories and consumers get to help save the 
forests with every purchase. Unfortunately, reality is rarely so tidy. In 
fr reports from across the nation; we find that timber certification is more 
of a curse than a blessing: Industries get to greenwash their image, forests get 
status-quo management, environmentalists get the rhetoric of conservation 
biology without implementation and consumers get mislead. 

The current certification effort is a product of good intentions. The 
Woodworkers Alliance for Rainforest Protection, now the Good Wood 
Alliance, developed timber certification to help tropical communities 
defend themselves economically from encroaching multinational 
timber companies. In North America, however, these noble goals have 
been replaced by an emphasis on getting big industry "on board" and 
opening new markets. Let's trace the path of timber certification on 
the drawing board: the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC), a non-profit, 
nongovernmental organization defined general "Principals of Forest 
Management" regarding overarching issues to be addressed in certifi- 
cation programs. These principals are now being refined into specific 
standards and guidelines by FSC-endorsed regional Certification Work- 
ing Groups. Finally, the standards and guidelines are used by certifica- 
tion groups (i.e. SmartWood and Scientific Certification Systems) to 
certify forestry operations as sustainable. If the operation meets re- 
gional criteria by an acceptable margin, the timber from that sale is 
marked with the FSC seal and, ideally, is sold for a higher price to 
conscientious consumers. 

As a former member of the Central Appalachian Working Group, I can 
attest to the weakness of our regional draft standards and guidelines. In the 
Central Appalachians, natural disturbances have been shaping these ridges 
and valleys for millions of years. These disturbances, including fire and 
windstorms, have produced biologically rich forests. It almost goes without 
saying that good forestry in the Central Appalachians should not exceed these 
natural guidelines in disturbance size or return interval. However, the Central 
Appalachian Working Group has created standards and guidelines that include 
multiple exceptions and qualifications to this principle, which disregard the basic 
tenant of ecoforestry. 

The absence of strong standards in the Central Appalachians can be traced to 
a lack of consideration for the unique attributes of this bioregion. The current 
standards resulted from a single, hectic weekend of sifting through sample 
standards from the US and abroad. As a result, considerations of endemic 
species, the differences between the eastern slopes of the Blueridge and the 
highly dissected plateaus, and the abundance of small private land holdings 
were lost in the paper shuffle. In sum, we lost our focus on Appalachia. 

In other regional working groups, similar problems plague the development 
of meaningful standards. At a meeting of the Southeast Working Group last 
December, the group rejected standards that "[wjhere threatened or endan- 
gered species are present, their habitat must be protected in a systematic and 
deliberate way" and "inappropriate management activities are restricted in 
conservation zones or protected areas." If these common sense guidelines are 
unacceptable, what lax management can we expect to be certified in the 
southeast? This poor decision is representative of a working group where only 
one of the 15 members represents a conservation organization. 

In the absence of strong regional standards and guidelines, true ecoforestry 
is not guaranteed by the FSC label. In the Central Appalachians, the only 
certified forest violates one of the most basic requirements of the FSC: 
maintenance of natural forests. Although black cherry is estimated to have 


Now 


been merely 0.8 percent of the presettlement forest composition of the 
Allegheny Plateau, clearcutting favored this early successional species, and it 
currently comprises more than 20 percent of the forest canopy. Although 
black cherry farming is a lucrative business endeavor, certifying it carries a 
hefty ecological cost, requiring clearcuts for sunlight penetration and massive 
herbicide applications to control the ubiquitous hay-scented fern. In sum, 
even though the certified Pennsylvania operations are not natural forests, 
they are actively endorsed by the FSC. 

Weak standards also jeopardize the national campaign to achieve zero cut on 
public lands. In 1997, we saw the tip of the iceberg with the certification of two 

public forests: 58,000 acres in the Quabin 
Reservoir of central Massachusetts and 
550,000 acres in Aitkin County, Minne- 
sota. Since thfcn, the state of Pennsylva- 
nia has approved a certified timber pro- 
gram for over 2.1 million acres of state 
forest. Not to be outdone, John Palmer, 
forest supervisor of the Allegheny Na- 
tional Forest said recently that he is 
"considering certification" for the Al- 
legheny. A seal-of-approval for timber- 
ing our public lands encourages us to 
squabble over how much timber should 
be cut from public lands, instead of fac- 
^ ing the real issue: whether trees should 
| be cut at all from public lands. Eco- 
| certification of public lands mistakenly 
| removes the burden of proof from those 
§ who intend to use public resources for 
| private gain and places it squarely on the 
| shoulders of those who work for its pro- 
tection. 

The case of Big Creek Lumber Com- 
you too can feel good about your hard-wood floors! pany in California illustrates another 

pitfall of timber certification. In Los Angeles County, forest activists won a 
Wood Products Procurement Ordinance that mandated the county consume 
wood products intelligently. To meet their demand for certified wood, the 
county turned to Big Creek Timber Company of California. Unbeknownst to 
the county, Big Creek purchases and sells a majority of its timber from non-FSC 
certified operations. As a result, the county paid for status-quo timber while 
buying into the idea that the FSC label guaranteed good wood. 

Unfortunately, there is little recourse to proactively affect the regional 
standards and guidelines in North America as they are in advanced stages for all 
regional working groups. However, with a clear and unified grassroots platform 
on a national level, we could improve the situation. 

Grassroots forest protection groups from across the nation have begun to 
identify such a platform of issues that must not be compromised if certification 
is to have real value. Currently, the platform states that the following should not 
be completely or partially certified: old-growth logging, even-aged management, 
public lands (including federal and state lands) and paper and pulp industries. 

In the final analysis, we should recognize that certification is the product of 
good intentions gone bad in practice. It looks good on the drawing board; it 
looks good to charitable foundations; it looks good to eager consumers. As 
timber certification moves from the drawing boards into the forests, we should 
strengthen the regional standards and expose abuses, enabling ecoforestry for 
the landscape and honesty for the consumer. 

Your help is needed to move this platform forward on a national level. Please 
contact the Appalachian Restoration Campaign for more information at POB 5541 
Athens, OH 45701; (614) 592-3968; arc@frognet.net, http:www.heartwood.arc. 




A determined wolf to Jennifer Beatty for locking down to the metal mesh 
curtains of the McDonald's at her Moraine Valley Community College campus 
in Illinois. After following the McLibel trial closely, Beatty decided to demon- 
strate against the greasy multinational. The corporation not only has a fast food 
joint on campus, it also built the McDonald's Student Center and prohibits bake 
sales on campus. 

A wild and vertigo-free wolf to Julia Butterfly for her courageous frontline 
defense. She is continuing her occupation of " Luna, " an ancient redwood tree near 
Headwaters forest. As of April 21, Julia's occupation has lasted 130 days. She 
was recently presented the "Wage Peace Recognition of Valor" award by the 
Veterans for Peace and the "Protector of the Woods" award by the 
Leonard Peltier Defense Committee. 

A. switch-hitting wolf to the former timber town 
of Detroit, Oregon, and its city council for opposing 
logging in the Santiam watershed, the municipal 
drinking water source for the city of Salem and sur- 
rounding areas. The council recently voiced disap- 
proval of the Forest Service's plan to log ancient forest 
in the watershed. The once timber-dependent town 
now thrives on outdoor recreation. 

A outspoken wolf to the Yukon's Minister of Renew- 
able Resources, Eric Fairclough, who announced an end to 



wolf control programs during his government term (which will last three more 
years). In December of 1997, he not only ruled out helicopter kills but also 
sterilizations and trapping incentives. 

A brave wolf to the City Council of Flagstaff, Arizona, for recently declaring 
the city a Nuclear Free Zone. The decision comes at a time when Flagstaff and the 
rest of the 1-40 corridor are being targeted as routes for the transportation of high- 
level radioactive waste going to the proposed interim dump at Ward Valley. 

A Porky Pig poodle to Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman who an- 
nounced a $30 million USDA purchase of pork products to boost sagging hog 
prices. The pig is slated for use in the national school lunch program as well as 
by various food-distribution charities. 

A yapping poodle with diarrhea of the mouth to the 
geologists at University of California, Davis, who 
were drilling in the Pacific Ocean to study hot- 
water vents and found a zone of high-grade 
copper ore below the sea floor. The area will 
soon be open to commercial mining. 

A poodle shot by a poacher to New Mexico 
Governor Gary Johnson who used a line-item 
veto to slash $344,000 in appropriations to the 
Conservation Services Division of the New 
Mexico Department of Game and Fish. 

Johnson's action will eliminate 33 percent of 
the staff working on endangered species. 
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by Roger Featherstone 

The attempts of Congress, the Ameri- 
can public and indeed of environmen- 
tal groups to reauthorize the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA) have been spotty at 
best. Since 1993 the ESA has been up for 
renewal. Congress had an opportunity 
to reauthorize it in 1993-1994 when 
Senator Max Baucus (D-MT) (before his 
spine liquefied) introduced a decent bill 
in the 103rd Congress. Coupled with a 
solid ESA bill in the House, the environ- 
mental community had a good shot at 
reauthorizing. Instead of moving for- 
ward, however, the conventional wis- 
dom in Washington, DC was that 
environmentalists should, as Michael 
Bean of the Environmental Defense 
Fund said, "wait for a better Congress." 

November 1994 ushered in the Newt 
Gingrich take-over of Congress by the 
dreaded Republicans — the 104th Con- 
gress. Congress quickly introduced a 
number of horribly anti-environmen- 
tal bills, including an ESA listing mora- 
torium rider and a bill to gut the ESA. 

Those were bloody days for endan- 
gered species and their homes. At the 
start, the only fighters on the battlefield 
were small bands of grassroots activists 
so used to fighting impossible battles 
they were not cowed by "political real- 
ity." After months of holding the lines 
and working behind the scenes recruit- 
ing new allies, endangered species ac- 
tivists fought back. In the final tally of 
the 104th Congress, some very impor- 
tant battles were lost: the ESA morato- 
rium, the Mount Graham rider and the 
Salvage Rider. On other fronts, how- 
ever, we advanced. And, just as impor- 
tantly, our opponents went too far and 
fell victims of backlash. 

Several important factors stopped the 
onslaught and put us back in a winning 
frame of mind. 

(1) Our community is always better at 
stopping than starting something. The 
104th gave us many bad things to fight. 
By 1995, however, we ran out of bad 
things to say without having an alterna- 
tive. This necessitated an offensive. 

(2) We learned the hard way to reach 
out to "new voices" — the medical, 
sporting, faith and fishing communi- 
ties, among others. In doing so, we re- 
learned an important lesson. All the 


conservationists in the world can't do 
squat by themselves. But by "working 
outside the box" we accomplished some 
significant victories: We stopped all 
the bad ESA bills from moving forward, 
and out of 15-17 riders introduced, we 
only lost two. 

(3) Everyone including the ivory-tow- 
ered academics entered the fray and 
fought to protect the ESA. By working, 
instead of stewing and taking pot shots 
at each other, folks got things done. 

(4) The combination of us hammer- 
ing for a stronger ESA from one side and 
the Wide-Abusers on the other saying 
Dirk, Slade, Helen and the rest weren't 
going far enough, allowed us not only 
to kick the shit out of the compromisers 
in the middle, but also to motivate 
many bystanders who otherwise would 
not have engaged in the debate. 

(5) Grassroots litigators filed some 
tremendously effective legal challenges 
against the US Fish and Wildlife Service's 
attempt to gut the ESA. 

By November 1996, our forces were 
strong, we had beat up on the enemy, 
we had forward momentum, we were 
undivided, and the issues were still black- 
and-white. But, we were still only at 
one-tenth of the capacity we needed. 

The 105th Congress changed all that. 
Dirk, Slade, Rich, Don, and even Helen, 
learned not to be so strident. Their new 
legislative attempts had a kinder, gen- 
tler look. By the middle of 1997, many 
of the good points I mentioned earlier 
had been erased. Pushing a protective 
agenda is now harder: We are working 
in 256 shades of gray instead of black 
and white. The public thought we had 
saved the day and went back to sleep. 
The one thing we didn't lose however, 
was our new voice. 

Now, this is supposed to be an article 
about the Kempthorne bill, and half- 
way through it I'm just getting to the 
bill itself. Forgive me, but understand- 
ing why we have to stop a freight train 
few saw coming down the tracks six 
months ago requires some background. 

The Kempthorne bill, S. 1180, is de- 
signed to gut the ESA. Who could stop 
an industry-sponsored bill with the sup- 
port of two "environmental" senators, 
Interior Secretary Babbitt, the White 
House and the leadership of both the 
House and the Senate? Well, the bill was 


introduced late last summer and was 
sure to be passed by November. Now it's 
the middle of April and still no vote — 
you figure it out. 

The Kempthorne bill, S. 1180, is 
being called ESAin't for some very 
good reasons. 

It ain't got anything to do with the 
recovery of endangered fish, wildlife 
and plants; it threatens to hurl species 
past the point of no return. It autho- 
rizes long-term, multi-species inciden- 
tal take permits (sometimes called 
Habitat Conservation Plans) on non- 
federal lands. It also prevents modifi- 
cations to HCPs in light of new scientific 
information or changed circumstances. 

It attempts to eliminate the checks 
and balances, public participation and 
accountability that help protect en- 
dangered fish, wildlife and plants. Spe- 
cifically, ESAin't gives the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the National Ma- 
rine Fisheries Service only 60 d£ys to 
issue a finding on whether HCPs or 
other plans will harm species. If the 
review is not completed in time, in- 
dustry is free to proceed. 

ESAin't gives big developers and mul- 
tinational mining, timber and oil cor- 
porations 100-year loopholes that let 
them destroy endangered species habi- 
tat until the year 2098. 

S. 1 180 is opposed by religious lead- 
ers, hunting and sportfishing groups 
and every nonprofit, grassroots con- 
servation group in the US. 

ESAin't has been brought to a stand- 
still despite tremendous odds. Why? 
Several good reasons. ESA fighters 
don't know when to quit — we just 
keep coming back for more! Anti-ESA 
constructions like HCPs and No Sur- 
prises, once thought to be benign by 
many, are now known to be evil, a 
tremendous change in public percep- 
tion brought about by the untiring 
work of many grassroots groups who 
did a terrific job educating the public 
and the national environmental 
groups. The Wide-Abusers played a 
significant role by saying the bill didn't 
go far enough, creating a pincher 
movement of the ends beating up the 
middle. The White House, Babbitt and 
the Democratic sponsors of the bill, 
Senators Baucus 
and Reid, just 
never recovered 
from the fact 
that not one en- 
vironmental 
group supports 


the bill. And, knowing full well that 
many readers of this esteemed Journal 
do not condone strategic pragmatism, 
the value of having a good, proactive 
bill in the House (Representative 
George Miller's bill) with 104 biparti- 
san co-sponsors to point to as an alter- 
native cannot be underestimated. 

Extractive industries, not satisfied 
that the ESAin't went far enough to 
line their greedy pockets, went to Sen- 
ate Majority Leader Trent Lott (R-MS) 
and asked him to sponsor amend- 
ments to make the bill even worse. 
This caused the already besieged of- 
fices of Baucus and Reid to overload, 
tying the bill's sponsors in endless 
negotiations. Finally, knowing that 
the maj or criticism of the bill from the 
White House and Babbitt was the lack 
of a funding source for landowner 
"incentives," Kempthorne latched on 
to a scheme proposed by Senator Pete 
Domenici (R-NM) of selling $350 mil- 
lion of public lands to fund the ESAin't. 
This proposal was tacked on to the 
Senate Budget bill the first week in 
April. It appears to be too much even 
for the White House and Babbitt to 
swallow. Babbitt wants the ESAin't in 
the worst way, but he can't accept 
selling public land to pay for environ- 
mental "protection." Senator Reid has 
vowed to withdraw his support for the 
ESAin't because of Domenici's rider. 

As it now stands, Congress is run- 
ning out of legislative days this session. 
The bill has considerable support, but 
we have significant strength. So far, 
we've kept S. 1180 from the Senate 
floor. If we turn up the heat even more, 
we should prevail. If we waver, become 
distracted or lose faith, we will get 
trounced. I'm betting we will prevail. 
I'm betting further we will build on our 
current strength, put our heads to- 
gether and come up with the means to 
pass a stronger ESA next year that will 
truly protect our natural heritage. 

Roger Featherstone is the director of the 
GrassRoots Environmental Effectiveness 
Network and is on the management team 
of the Endangered Species Coalition. Hav- 
ing spent years Earth First! organizing as 
well as years in exile within the DC beltway, 
Roger is now based in Albuquerque. 


1997 Darwin 

Award Nominees 

It is once again time to consider nominees for the 
Darwin Award. The award is given posthumously each 
year to the groups or individuals that best demonstrate 
Darwin's theory of natural selection by permanently 
removing their DNA from the human gene pool. 

You may recall last year's Darwin Award winner: a 
man who found out moments before making a 300- 
mile-per-hour dent in an Arizona cliff that the Jet 
Assist Take Off unit he'd strapped to his car could not 
be turned off once turned on. The 1994 winner was 
the fellow killed by a Coke machine that toppled on 
him as he attempted to tip a free soda out of it. 

The 1997 nominees include: 

Nominee #1 [AP, Cairo, Egypt]: Six people drowned 
while trying to rescue a chicken that fell into a well in 
southern Egypt. An 18-year-old farmer was the first to 
descend into the 60-foot well. He drowned, apparently 
after an undercurrent in the water pulled him down, 
police said. His sister and two brothers, none of whom 


could swim well, went in one by one to help 
him but also drowned. Two elderly farmers 
then came to help but were also pulled by the 
same undercurrent. The bodies of the six were 
later pulled out of the well in the village of 
Nazlat Imara, 240 miles south of Cairo. The 
chicken was also pulled out. It survived. 

Nominee #2 [Bloomburg News Service ]: A 
terrible diet and a room with no ventilation 
are being blamed for the death of a man killed 
by his own farts. There were no marks on his 
body, but an autopsy showed large amounts of meth- 
ane gas in his system. His diet consisted primarily of 
beans and cabbage (and a couple of other things). It 
appears that the man died in his sleep from breathing 
from the poisonous cloud hanging over his bed. Had 
he been outside or had his windows open, it wouldn't 
have been fatal. Three of his rescuers got sick and one 
was hospitalized. 

Nominee #3 [Reuters, Warsaw, Poland]: A poacher 
electrocuting fish in a lake in central Poland fell into 
the water and suffered the same fate as his quarry, 
police said. The 24-year-old man was one of four who 
went fishing with a cable, one end of which they 
attached to a net and the other to a high-voltage 
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electricity supply line. "For a while everything went 
according to the poachers' plan, and they had fish in 
their bags. But at a certain moment the man holding 
the net tripped and fell into the water, " a police official 
said. The other poachers tried in vain to revive him. 

Nominee #4 [Kalamazoo Gazette ]: James Burns, 34, 
of Alamo, Michigan, was killed in March as he tried to 
repair what police described as a "farm-type truck." 
Burns got a friend to drive the truck on a highway 
while Burns hung underneath so he could ascertain 
the source of a troubling noise. Burns' clothes caught 
on something, however, and the other man found 
Burns "wrapped in the drive shaft." 

Who would you vote for? 
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Lubicon Win Boycott Ruling Against Daishowa 
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In a landmark ruling by an Ontario 
court, the consumer boycott of for- 
estry multinational Daishowa, 
launched by Toronto-based Friends of 
the Lubicon (FoL), was 
merely legal but a model 
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500 people. They have never signed 
away their land rights. At the trial, 
Fred Lennarson, longtime advisor to 
the Lubicon, testified that the mas- 
nd gas exploitation which 
t 1979 has devastated the 


s- caused the 
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He also noted the concomitant rise in 
depression, alcohol abuse and sui- 
cide, and conveyed a terrifying litany 
of health problems suffered since the 
recent resource exploitation, includ- 
ing cancer, skin rashes, a tuberculosis 
epidemic, still births, miscai riages and 
birth defects. 

Leafleting, Picketing and the 


Daishowa is threatening to clearcut Legal Argument 

ha T nn co/JaH Alhofi'i torri_ _ _ 


the Lubicon's unceded Alberta terri- 
tory at the rate of up to 11,000 trees 
per day for a pulp mill. Daishowa- 
owned Brewster Construction clearcut 
Lubicon land in 1990, but since the 
boycott began in 1991, Daishowa has 
been stopped from logging there. 
Getting SLAPPed 
In 1996, Daishowa obtained a tem- 
porary court injunction on the boy- 
cott. Daishowa's month-long lawsuit, 
which went to court in September 
1997, sought to shut down the con- 
sumer boycott forever. The company 
claimed the boycott cost it an esti- 
mated $14 million in lost revenue. 
David vs. Goliath 
The Lubicon are a small aboriginal 


During the boycott, FoL handed 
out flyers in front of stores carrying 
paper bags made by Daishowa's pack- 
aging division. Daishowa contended 
that these informational leafleting 
actions constituted secondary pick- 
eting since the leafleting was not in 
front of Daishowa premises, but in 
front of stores that bought from 
Daishowa. 

Canadian labor law holds that sec- 
ondary picketing is illegal in a labor 
dispute. Even though the boycott 
was not related to a labor dispute, 
Daishowa argued that the secondary 
picketing was illegal under this law. 
Daishowa alleged that the FoL's boy- 
cott included threats, intimidation, 


hunting and trapping society of about inducing breach of contract, wrong- 


ful interference with economic in- 
terests, conspiracy to injure (eco- 
nomically), misrepresentation and 
defamation. 

Daishowa alleged that picketing or 
the prospect of picketirig, s harassed, 
threatened or intimidated companies 
that carried Daishowa products. How- 
ever, some of the companies FoL gave 
information about the Lubicon situa- 
tion to wrote back saying they were 
joining the boycott. What's moje, 
other companies that FoL hadn'tcon- 
ia< led or picketed joined theboycott. 
In all, over 47 comnlnlSrelliesenrii 
ing more than 4, .100 retail outlets 
across Canada have joined the boy- 
cott, Kevin Thomas of FoL testified 
that the group never stopped anyone 
from entering a store, that people 
had a right to know how each com- 
pany had voted on the Daishowa is- 
sue and had a right to choose whether 
or not to shop at the stores. 
Wrongful Interference with 
Economic Interests? 

The issue of intent is significant. 
Daishowa claimed that FoL intended 
to economically harm Daishowa via 
the boycott. Daishowa claimed the 
boycott cost its paper bag business $5 
million until the beginning of 1995 
and $3 million a year since then. 

In testimony, Thomas and Ed 
Bianchi of FoL stated that the pur- 
pose of the boycott was to encourage 
Daishowa to make a clear, unequivo- 
cal and public commitment to not 
log or buy wood cut on unceded 


Lubicon land until the land rights 
were settled and until a timber har- 
vesting agreement was negotiated. 

Trial Outcome 

. some restrictions on the language to 
be used by FoL in future communica- 
tions. Observing that FoL's use of the 
word genocide (to describe the pro- 
cess of cultural destruction in which 
the Lubicon find themselves) was 
| carefully cons idere d and honestly rep- 
resented FoL's viewpoint. Justice 
MacPherson found that the public 
would not have understood the term 
to have been used in this sense. He 
ordered that the word should no 
longer be used, nor should there be 
any further reference to Daishowa's 
alleged breach of an agreement made 
with the Lubicon in 1988. 

Meanwhile, the US-based Lubicon 
Defense Project is pressuring US West 
Dex directories to stop printing on 
paper purchased from Daishowa. US 
West customers are encouraged to 
include a letter with each phone bill 
payment protesting the use of 
Daishowa paper in the publishing of 
the directories. For more information 
contact Friends of the Lubicon at 485 
Ridelle Ave., Toronto, ON, M6B 1K6 
Canada; (416) 763-7500; fax 603- 
2715; fol@tao.ca; http:// 
kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Lubicon/ 
main.html. Lubicon Defense Project, 
5009 46th Ave. South, Seattle, WA 
98118; (206) 722-5785. 


PoqqEd by tNe MountIes iN jUe Great WhiTE NortIh 


by Gina Lynn 

Over the past three years, Canadians David Barbarash 
and Darren Thurston have undergone intense police 
scrutiny. They've had monitoring devices placed in 
their vehicles and homes; had thousands of e-mail, fax 
and voice communications intercepted; and had vast 
amounts of property seized in raids. [See EF! Journal, 
June-July 1997.] 

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) had 
named Darren and David as their prime targets in the 
investigation of four mail bombs in 1995, and razor 
blade booby trap letters sent to 27 guide outfitters in 
1995-96. The "Militant Direct Action Task Force" 
claimed responsibility for the mail bombs and the 
"Justice Department" claimed the razor blade letters. 

On March 20, 1997, after listening devices were 
discovered in and removed from my 
truck and the apartment in which Danen 
and I lived, the RCMP executed five 
search warrants on Darren and David's 
homes and other places where some of 
their belongings were stored. Numerous 
items of personal property were seized 
under the guise that it may be relevant to 
the investigation. 

Since then, the Crown has success- 
fully applied several times to further 
detain the seized property. Over time, a few items 
have been returned. In March of this year, the feds 
had to choose whether to fight in BC Supreme Court 
to continue to keep the property (a decision they 
probably would have lost) or to lay charges. They 
chose the latter. Recently, the RCMP laid charges 
against both men in relation to the Justice Depart- 
ment actions. 

In the past year, unscrupulous federal agents un- 
veiled an arsenal of dirty tricks to discredit Darren 
and David. The feds launched a media smear cam- 
paign by making the information used to obtain the 
search warrants available to a slimy reporter who 
painted a picture of the nonviolent activists as 


"violent terrorists," tainting the jury pool if the case 
goes to trial. The headlines read, "Stalked by Eco- 
Bombers." 

The National Security Investigative Section and the 
Canadian Security and Intelligence Service have both 
contacted and visited dozens of people (some numer- 
ous times) in Canada, England and the United States. 
They have attempted to coerce activists to turn against 
their peers by making up ridiculous stories that would 
get anyone else sued for defamation. 

On June 16, Warren Leigh Ryan, head investigator 
on the case came to our apartment and told me that 
Darren killed my dog and that they have it on tape 
(um, yeah, Darren spent two years in prison for freeing 
cats from a lab, but he beats dogs... whatever). 

In October, Darren attempted to visit England to 
testify in the GANDALF trial, as mandated by the 


court, but he was denied entry. Reportedly, the 
RCMP told British authorities that he had outstand- 
ing weapons charges, which is ridiculous as he has 
never had any weapons-related violations nor did he 
have any outstanding charges at all. 

On January 28 of this year, Darren was arrested at 
gunpoint in California by 15 thugs from Immigra- 
tion and Naturalization Services, the FBI and the 
Anaheim Police Department. After being searched, 
he was immediately taken to the Anaheim Public 
Library where the agencies had a command post set 
up and about 20 more federal agents in suits waiting 
for him. There, he was shackled and taken to Los 
Angeles to be processed as an "undesirable alien." 


Darren was held in custody for about two weeks 
without bail because of his criminal convictions in 
Canada (freeing cats from a lab and burning meat 
trucks five years ago). During his deportation hear- 
ing, the district attorney said Darren was being inves- 
tigated by the FBI as a "threat to national security," 
but she wasn't sure why. That wasn't good enough 
for the judge — she issued a "voluntary departure 
order," which is not as bad as deportation. Darren 
was escorted by INS officers to a plane bound for 
Canada on February 7. 

David was arrested on March 27, on a warrant 
sworn out on the one-year anniversary of the raids. 
Darren returned to Vancouver and turned himself 
in a couple of days later. They are jointly charged 
with 27 counts of "sending an explosive or danger- 
ous thing in the mail. " David is additionally charged 

with "possession 
of an explosive 
substance" and 
"possession of a 
prohibited 
weapon" (a stun 
gun). Darren is ad- 
ditionally charged 
with "imperson- 
ation." No charges 
have been laid in 
connection with any of the mail bombs. 

Both have been released on their own recognizance 
with strict bail conditions: They are not allowed to 
leave BC, must surrender their passports, are not 
allowed to have contact with each other and must 
report to RCMP headquarters once a week. 

Their next court appearance is May 11, when they 
enter their pleas. Trials are not likely to happen until 
1999. 

Please help support our fellow warriors. Send letters 
of support and donations for their legal defense 
(earmarked "for Darren and/or David") to the North 
American ALF Supporters Group, Box 69597, 5845 
Yonge St., Willowdale, Ontario, M2M 4K3 Canada. 
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A CsT*.Mfnt/Fi^tr Suck 


by Mike Ewall . 

* Charles Lee, chair of the 'finviTonThen'M ProfCc- 
tionAgehcy's environmental justice advisory com- 
mittee, called it the worst case of environmental 
racism he's ever seen: Lee, who has been active in 
environmental justice issues for over 1 7 years, was 
talking about the city of Chester, Pennsylvania^ 

Just 15 miles southwest of Philadelphia, Chester is 
home to 43,000 residents and one of the largest 
collections of waste facilities in the country. Sixty-five 
percent of Chester residents are African-American, as 
are 95 percent of residents in the neighborhoods 
closest to the facilities. The poverty rate lies at 25 
percent, three times the national average. 

The fourth largest garbage-burning incinerator in 
the nation is directly across the street from residen- 
tial houses in Chester's west end. The incinerator was 
originally operated by Westinghouse but was turned 
over to American Ref-Fuel in early 1997. Over half the 
waste burned there is from out of state and comes 
from New York, Newjersey, Maryland and Delaware, 
as well as from all over Pennsylvania. 

Though the plant has had several air emissions 
and odor violations, few penalties have been as- 
sessed by the state. In 1993, a highly radioactive 
pellet of cesium-137, part of the equipment that is 
supposed to monitor the plant for radiation, was 
lost. The community wasn't notified until many 
months after the fact. The pellet was either vapor- 
ized in the incinerator or melted down in the steel 
plant of one of Westinghouse's contractors. Now, 
it's either in the air as ash or is part of the metal 
consumer products manufactured by Lukens Steel 
Company. No fines were assessed. 

Literally next door to the incinerator lies the 
largest infectious and chemotherapeutic medical 
waste autoclave in the nation, Thermal Pure Sys- 
tems. Currently shut down and recently sold, Ther- 
mal Pure brought in about three times the amount 
of medical waste produced in Pennsylvania. Waste 
was trucked in, sterilized and shipped back out to a 
landfill near Harrisburg. While operating, it wasn't 
unusual to find medical waste lying in the grass 
outside the boundaries of the plant where children 
are free to play. 

In July 1995, Thermal Pure let 33 truckloads of 
medical waste sit, unrefrigerated, in the baking sun 
for four days during a plant shutdown. Legally, 
Thermal Pure is only allowed to leave waste in such 
conditions for 24 hours. Also against regulations, 
the company failed to notify the state Department 
of Environmental Protection (DEP) of the shut- 
down, and when residents notified DEP, Thermal 
Pure officials claimed the trucks could not be moved 
because of the potential health hazard. 

A stone's throw away from the Thermal Pure plant 
lies the DELCORA sewage treatment facility. 
DELCORA treats about 90 percent of the sewage 
from Delaware County, which accounts for 20 per- 
cent of its capacity. The, -other 80 percent comes 
from local industries in Chester, like the Sunoco and 
British Petroleum (now Tosco) refineries that span 
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have proposed to bring contaminated soil (mostly 
petroleum and lead-laden soil from leaky under- 
ground gas storage tanks) into Chester. Soil 
Remediation Services (SRS) and Cherokee Environ- 
mental Group planned to treat 900 and 960 tons of 
soil per day respectively, the first burning the soil 
and releasing the pollution into Chester's air, and 
the second using a bid-remiediatidn technology. 
Thankfully, SRS's air pollution permit expired in 
November 1996, effectively killing the project un- 
less SRS reapplies. ' - - ' ; 

Due to their close proximity to each other, one 
might think that the two largest plants urChester 
(American Ref-Fuel and Thermal Pure) were part of 
the same company. In a way, they are. The citizens 
group Chester Residents Concerned for Quality 
Living (CRCQL) figured out that there is one com- 
pany connected to a string of facilities bringing 
waste to Chester. Careful research uncovered that 
the land under the two plants is owned by the 
Pittsburgh-based investment firm, Russell, Rea and 
Zappala (RR&Z), as is the property of the LCA 
Leasing trash transfer station, a rock crushing plant 
and the proposed SRS soil burner. RR&Z's corporate 
officers, Andrew Russell and Donald Rea, serve as 
executive officers of the various facilities. Charles 
Zappala's older brother, Stephen Zappala, is a Su- 
preme Court justice in Pennsylvania, which came in 
handy when Chester residents took Thermal Pure to 
court for accepting over 10 times the legally allow- 
able amount of medical waste (which DEP had 
okayed). When citizens won in a lower court, the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court used an archaic law 
called King's Bench Rule to overturn the lower 
court's ruling, allowing the facility to run again. 

So does all of this constitute racism? Is it just a 
matter of classism, where poor communities tend to 
end up with most of society's waste? 

Many studies have shown that waste facilities 
(particularly hazardous and nuclear waste facilities) 
tend to be located in communities of color, above 
and beyond class considerations. When factoring 
out the economic class of a community, race is still 
shown to be a significant factor. Middle-class com- 
munities of color will end up with more waste 
facilities than poor white communities do. 

The response to CRCQL has highlighted these 
racist undertones. Its office has been broken into 
twice. Once the walls inside were magic-markered 
with graffiti, including "KKK." Threats have been 
left on the group's answering machine. Activists 
routinely find their tires slashed. 

When American Ref-Fuel took over the opera- 
tions of the municipal- waste incinerator, many 
experienced local black workers were fired or de- 
moted while white employees from the corporation's 
other plants in New Jersey and New York were 
bussed in to staff the facility. One black person who 
had worked at the plant for six years was told he 
wasn't qualified for the job. Thirty employees have 
filed legal complaints. 

In one protest where Chester residents physically 
blocked waste trucks from entering the waste com- 
plex, a protester was intentionally hit by a truck. 
When the regular truck driver showed solidarity 
with the protesters and turned his truck around, the 
president of the trucking company, Steven Ogborne, 
got into the truck and drove it back to the plant, 
speeding through a line of protesters. Ogborne 
Waste Removal, a local waste company with recy- 
cling operations in Chester, is now pursuing an 
le xpg^ign o f its operations in order to bring con- 
struction arid demolition wastes into the city. 

Theoretically, Ogborne's expansion is illegal under 
Chester's |oriin^prdinance (the first of its klndln the 
nation) banning industrial facilities from doingbusi- 
nessrin Chester unless they prove they will not create 
a net increase ifl pollution. Ogborne's plans clearly 
violate'thfl fedbarice, yet trie DEP fe ceriisidlring 


granting a permit anyway. Similarly, Soil Remediation 
Services' plant (to be built on the RR&Z trash com- 
plex) was permitted by the DEP in 1 995, even though 
the permit violated the ordinance as well. 

Fed up with the DEP's complicity with industry 
and lack of enforcement in Chester, CRCQL sued 
the state in May ; 1996 for environmental racism 
under the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Since the DEP 
receives money from the federal Environmental 
Protection Agency, it "shall not use criteria or meth- 
ods of administering its program which have the 
affect of subjecting individuals to discrimination 
because of their race, color, national origin or sex." 
The lawsuit- contends that the state ; discriminated 
against the black community wlien DEP did not 
consider the: racial m%kerip of* Chester or the num- 
ber of existing, facilities when permitting the city's 
fifth waste treatment plant. This is- the first lawsuit 
of its kind. Two previous suits in Michigan and in 
North Carolina fought single facilities, rather than 
a group of them. 

The lawsuit, while still in the courts, has pressured 
DEP to prove it isn't systematically approving any 
waste facility targeted for Chester. In October 1997, 
DEP denied a permit to Cherokee for its proposed 
cbfifaminated soil bioremediation plant. This was 
the first time that DEP denied a pollution permit to 
a corporation targeting Chester. The official reasons 
for the denial relied heavily on a corporate noncom- 
pliance history exposed by citizen activists. 

On December 30, 1997, a federal appeals court 
upheld the environmental racism suit (previously 
dismissed in a lower court) and backed the Chester 
residents' assertions that they do not have to prove 
intentional discrimination was at play. Given the 
green light, the lawsuit against the state will pro- 
ceed, and only a discriminatory effect on the part of 
the agency needs to be shown. This serves as a 
precedent-setting legal victory for communities 
throughout the entire nation. 

On average, since CRCQL's inception, one new 
polluter per year has proposed a plant in Chester. 
CRCQL's 1997 defeat of a proposed pet cremato- 
rium, combined with the defeat of both proposed 
soil remediation plants, represents three defeated 
facilities in the span of a year. 1997 also brought the 
aforementioned legal victory and a settlement with 
the DELCORA sludge plant. The DELCORA settle- 
ment requires extensive plant improvements and 
also will fund a new children's lead poisoning pre- 
vention program in the community. Despite this 
banner year of victories, the community must still 
fight the newly proposed expansion of trie Ogborne 
plant and plans by the American Ref-Fuel incinera- 
tor to expand its waste storage capacity and burn 
more hazardous types of waste. 

In February 1996, students from Delaware County's 
Swarthmore College held a conference about envi- 
ronmental racism in Chester. Close to 60 students 
from 1 5 universities spanning five states attended. By 
the end of the weekend, the Campus Coalition 
Concerning Chester (C-4) was born. C-4 members 
have brought protests to the headquarters of the 
RR&Z firm in Pittsburgh, to the DEP and state capital 
on Earth Day '96, and to the Delaware State Solid 
Waste Authority (which sends most of its waste to the 
American Ref-Fuel plant in Chester). C-4 has helped 
Chester residents with research, computer and tech- 
nical support, lobbying for environmental justice 
legislation, door-to-door canvassing in Chester and 
increased campus awareness. Schools that send gar- 
bage or medical waste to Chester are focusing on 
campus waste prevention and recycling. 

Students at Drexel University have done an excel- 
lent documentary on Chester called "Laid to Waste — 
A Chester community fights for its future," which 
aired on PBS. It has been helpful in getting African- 
American and anti-racism groups involved in this 
issue. For information on obtaining the video or on 
how you can become involved in the Chester cam- 
paign or the Student Environmental Action Coali- 
tion from which it grew, contact: 

Chester Residents Concerned for Quality Liv- 
ing, 2731 W. 3rd St., Chester, PA 19013; (215) 
752-1202; catalyst@envirolink.org; http:// 
www.penweb.org/chester/. 
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WILDERNESS: With or Without You 


continued from front page 

Both industrialism and preservationism see nature 
essentially in mechanical terms. Either nature is so 
perfectly engineered that any human interference 
would only result in inefficiencies or deficiencies 
in the system; or human interference, as in indus- 
trial resource use, can be compensated for by cor- 
rective engineering. If we destroy one part, we only 
have to find a replacement, like the interchange- 
able parts of modern machinery. Universally valid 
scientific laws, felt to lie behind all surface phe- 
nomena, will tell us how to re-engineer nature so 
that all the parts fit together. 

Reciprocity — Not Wilderness! 

"When people don't use the plants, they get 
scarce. You must use them so they will come up 
again. All plants are like that. If they're not gath- 
ered from or talked to or cared about, they'll die." 

These are the words of Mabel McKay, Makahma 
Porno elder and basket weaver. Mabel represents an 
indigenous tradition that is in direct opposition to 
the dominant Western conservation ethic. In her 
simple exhortation to "take care of the plants," she 
points out an alternative to the legacy of 19th- 
century transcendentalism that still controls mod- 
ern environmental thinking. 

Plants need people as much as people need plants. 
This is the meaning of reciprocity. The indigenous 
world lies fully within nature, not wilderness. There 
is no Indian word for wilderness, in the sense of 
people separate from nature. Traditionally, indig- 
enous people have felt at home in nature. John Muir 
viewed "wild" nature as a 
sacred place in the sense 
that natural theology 
teaches, but nature was not 
necessarily felt to be home. 

Thoreau was uncomfort- 
able in the wilderness of 
the Maine woods. He pre- 
ferred the cultivated, almost 
"pre-suburban" landscape 
of his native Massachusetts. 

Transcendentalists viewed 
"wilderness" as a tempo- 
rary spiritual recharging sta- 
tion, a refuge from the 
stresses of the industrial 
mode of existence, much 
like modern urban environ- 
mentalists who backpack 
into wilderness parks for a 
couple of weeks for the spiri- 
tual and aesthetic experi- 
ence. But now listen to 
Mihilakawna Porno elder 
and basket weaver Lucy 
Smith, recalling her 
mother's teachings: "We 
had many relatives and... 
we all had to live together, 
so we'd better learn how to 
get along with each other. 

She said it wasn't too hard 
to do; it was just like taking care of your younger 
brother or sister. If you took good care of them you 
didn't have to work as hard... You know, I thought 
she was talking about us Indians and how we are 
supposed to get along. I found out later that mother 
wasn't just talking about Indians, but the plants, 
animals, birds — everything on this earth. They are 
our relatives, and we better know how to act around 
them, or they'll get after us." 

Indigenous People and Dirt Bikers 

Locking up traditional lands and treaty lands in 
wilderness preserves and parks, coupled with the 
forced relocation of indigenous people, has seri- 
ously disrupted or prevented traditionals from car- 
rying on subsistence livelihood and their care-tak- 
ing responsibilities. In the "multiple use" land phi- 
losophy of public agencies, Native people are just 
another "user group" lumped with Boy Scouts and 
dirt bikers. Environmental organizations with their 
"wilderness" philosophy have played a major role in 
the disruption of traditional land stewardship. Some 
examples of this philosophy in action are: 


• The forced relocation of the native Aweeneechee 
people when Yosemite National Park was established. 

• The Nature Conservancy's 1975 purchase of 

22.000 acres out from under Granada del Valle, a 
Chicano rural development project in Los Ojos, 
New Mexico. The good stewardship practiced by 
local communities was ignored in order to "preserve 
biodiversity" within the acquired land. 

• The 1987 legislation to form El Malpais National 
Monument in New Mexico. This purchase included 

13.000 acres considered to be ancestral lands of the 
Acoma Pueblo. The Sierra Club and National Wild- 
life Federation lobbied for the bill, ignoring the 
cultural claims of the Acoma Pueblo. 

• The refusal of the Sierra Club to support indig- 
enous claims to ancestral lands at Sinkyone on Cape 
Mendocino in California. 

Coyote and the Monkey Wrench Gang 

"When people don't use the plants they get scarce" 
is more than a metaphor; it is a biological fact rooted 
in a basic truth of nature — change. Decay, death, 
birth and growth are the stuff of ordinary existence 
and the stuff of which the universe is made. There 
is always an element of uncertainty in change. 
There is a reason many tribes consider Coyote to be 
the Creator of the world. Coyote is capricious and 
unpredictable. Some tribes in western Washington 
call the Creator simply "Changer." 

Only recently have a few forest research scientists 
discovered that forest ecosystems need periodic dis- 
turbance to maintain forest health. Coyote has snuck 
into the BLM and Forest Service computers, disrupt- 
ing the steady-state no- 
tion that nature is un- 
changing unless dis- 
turbed. This is real 
"monkey wrenching" 
at the conceptual level. 
Phrases like "mimick- 
ing natural processes," 
"ignorance of complex 
ecosystem interac- 
tions," and "the whole 
is more than the sum of 
the parts" are being 
thrown around. 

It is not just change 
that is important but 
rather the ecologically 
•appropriate kind and 
rate of change. Over- 
harvesting and under- 
harvesting, overgraz- 
ing and under-grazing, 
catastrophic wildfires 
or slash fires, and total 
fire exclusion, are all 
„ inappropriate. Certain 
1 practices or concepts 
| may lead to a kind of 
S "ecological stability" at 
the landscape or wa- 
tershed level, but it is a 
stability poised as pre- 
cariously as a snowball in a bonfire. Concepts like 
biodiversity, diverse wildlife habitats and uneven- 
aged/multilayered forest structure are some of the 
current working concepts in the field of "new for- 
estry" which are meant to give forest ecosystems a 
measure of resiliency in the face of repeated distur- 
bances. A few public land agencies are now begin- 
ning a process of determining how much and what 
kind of disturbance is required to maintain stability. 
Indigenous People and Fire 

It is easy to blame historic over-harvesting for the 
current state of imbalance and to conclude, as 
preservationists do, that if the forest had never been 
disturbed in the first place, nature would have taken 
care of herself. What would the forests of southwest- 
ern Oregon and northwestern California have looked 
like if no timber harvesting had ever taken place? 
We need only look at places where old growth has 
been undisturbed. We could assume that these few 
remaining old-growth stands are "natural," except 
that two significant historical factors are missing: 
indigenous people and periodic low-intensity fires. 


Both have been legally excluded from the forest. 

The pre-European forests of interior southwestern 
Oregon at low to middle elevations were probably 
varied and healthy, maintained by frequent light 
ground fires which served as periodic disturbances. 
Such fires were set mostly by local Indian people 
(Shasta, Takelma, Karuk) in order to enhance food 
and fiber production and gathering and hunting. 

The native grasses and pine-needle litter carried the 
light ground fires without burning the whole forest 
down. Native grasses created a permeable forest sur- 
face, enabling entire watersheds to soak up water like 
a sponge. They checked surface erosion and enhanced 
soil fertility by continually decomposing feeder roots. 
They also prevented woody plant invasion through 
severe root competition for water and nutrients. 

Unmanaged (preserved) forests are no more healthy 
than forests that have been clearcut. Insect and disease 
epidemics are sweeping through southwestern Or- 
egon, seemingly unable to distinguish crowded sec- 
ond growth from crowded old growth. Historically 
controlled burning and constant intervention by 
people produced a kind of precarious balance or 
ecological stability that acknowledged change as a 
fundamental feature of nature, and worked with and 
directed natural processes, especially fire. 

The Fire Mosaic 

The best model that we have of competent land 
management is the tens-of-thousands-year-old Na- 
tive American management style. Traditionally, In- 
dians (usually the older women) cleared small open- 
ings in the forest and maintained them by prescrip- 
tion fire. The late summer to late fall fires stimulated 
fresh deer and elk forage, and native foods like 
bunch-grasses, clovers, forbs and bulbs. When stored 
food supplies were running low in midwinter, before 
the salmon and steelhead runs began, deer came to 
these meadows to feed. Some were killed for food. 

Different places were burned at different times, 
with varying intervals between fires. In this way a 
mosaic of vegetation types and plant communities 
was created. Only the arroyos, riparian borders and 
flats were heavily wooded and uniformly shady. On 
the slopes and ridges and in the valleys, the land was 
open and park-like. Since southwest Oregon was 
heavily populated with Indians and since Indians 
utilized hundreds of plants and animals from virtu- 
ally every biotic type, most forest lands were burned 
at one time or another. The average burning inter- 
val was about eight years. 

Most Indian burning has ceased in North America. 
Periodic, low-intensity fires that regularly disturbed 
the forest and helped create the incredible biodiver- 
sity and productive soils enthusiastically described 
by nearly every traveler who left a written account 
are almost gone. 

The Spirit of Changer 

The North America that European peoples invaded 
and settled was not a "virgin" land undisturbed by 
people. There was no "pristine wilderness" here. Prai- 
rie and forest were to a large extent the creation of 
indigenous peoples. The main justification by Europe- 
ans for genocide — that land was not used to its pro- 
ductive potential by its Native inhabitants — was false. 

Decay, death, birth and growth — a constantly 
changing life — was a reality well understood by 
Native peoples. Fire, along with wind and water, 
were the material or "seen" manifestations of the 
Creator — the spirit of Changer. Indian people worked 
in harmony with Changer as well as all other rela- 
tives when they used fire as a management tool. But 
you have to be careful with fire. Fire is like Coyote. 
Fire destroys as well as creates. But then isn't death 
really the same as life? 

Aho! 

Author's note: I have personally seen only one example 
of a pre-contact ecosystem not changed for the worse. 
That is the Walpole Island Reserve in Lake St. Clarion, 
the Michigan-Ontario boundary. Ojibway, Potawatomi 
and Ottawa peoples (Three Fires) have never stopped 
burning. They continue to burn over 4,400 acres of 
tallgrass prairie/qak savannah on a regular basis. If 
there is any doubt left about the relationship between 
burning and biodiversity, than consider this fact: Every 
one of Ontario's 60-plus endangered plants can be found 
at Walpole Island in considerable quantity! 
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The Warner Creek bum area in Oregon 




Mortality in the Allegheny 


by Jim Kleissler 

As springtime nears, a human clan called the 
Hellbenders (which takes its name after the aggres- 
sive, never-afraid-to-bite salamander Cryptobranchus 
alleganiensus) are preparing to resist the continued 
rise of the global corporate empire. To find the 
Hellbender resistance look to the place where the 
central Appalachians meet the northern forests and 
where the Great Lakes of Turtle Island approach the 
wildlands of the mid-Atlantic coast. This is where 
wild elk roam with coyotes, fishers, black bears and 
Indiana bats. And it's where the majestic Eastern 
hemlock braces the skyline with American beech, 
Northern red oak, black birch, white pine and black 
cherry. These wild forests are in the process of 
recovering from corporate rape 100 years ago. 

On the Allegheny National Forest in Pennsylvania, 
this threat has taken form as a salvage logging plan 
called Mortality II. Luckily, the project was stopped 
when a band of Hellbenders organized and brought 
their plea to the courts. We succeeded in stopping the 
destruction of 5,000 acres of land... until now. 

Mortality II is back with a vengeance. The US Forest 
Service has reintroduced the Mortality II mega-project 
as the East Side Project. It's called the East Side Project 
because it will thoroughly destroy nearly the entire 
eastern portion of the Allegheny National Forest. 

It calls for cutting 10,000 acres of forest in a 90,000- 


acre area (one-fifth the entire Allegheny National 
Forest). At least 4,000 acres (nearly seven square 
miles) will be clearcut and another 5,000 acres will 
suffer even-aged thinning cuts (i.e. pre-clearcut "weed- 
ing"). Logging plans include clearcutting areas previ- 
ously protected in order to "grow old-growth forests!" 
But that's not all. Plans include logging in a 600-acre 
roadless area (that's big for the Allegheny). 

The East Side Project also calls for the use of 
RoundUp (Monsanto) and Oust (DuPont) as part of 
an effort to transform our wild Eastern hemlock, 
white pine and American beech forest into a tree 
farm for black cherry cash crop. The East Side Project 
will use these herbicides on over 4,000 acres of forest. 

Even though the Forest Service boasts that the 
Allegheny is already 95 percent accessible by roads, 
the East Side Project calls for reconstructing 65 miles 
of roads and building 35 miles of new ones. 

Hellbender activists have already set out for the 
woods in an effort to shift paradigms towards road 
ripping instead of road construction. We've begun 
to document "ghost" roads and^oad problems. This 
is a key time to push for obliteration of wasteful and 
destructive old roads. 

Right now things are heated in the Allegheny. Soon 
we will be receiving word on a lawsuit to protect the 
Minister Creek and South Branch Willow Creek areas 
of the forest. If we get a bad decision, logging will 
continue at Minister Creek (50 percent cut already) 


and begin at South Branch Willow Creek. 

The East Side Project's public comment period is 
now open. We need to storm the Forest Service 
with letters, postcards, phone calls, faxes, e-mails 
and other creative protest! Send letters of protest to 
John Palmer, Forest Supervisor, Allegheny National 
Forest, POB 847, Warren, PA 16365; (814) 723- 
5150; anf@penn.com. 

Contact the Allegheny Defense Project to get 
our action alerts and updates on the East Side/ 
Mortality II mega-thievery and other goings on. 
Join us for our Allegheny Working Campout on 
May 7-9. Get in touch with us to help establish a 
basecamp to coordinate both forest monitoring 
and creative demonstrating. Contact the Allegh- 
eny Defense Project at POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214; 
(814) 226-4918; adp@envirolink.org. 



Closer to ending timber sales in the Allegheny 


Cove/Mallard Will Rest This Summer 


by Gary, Nat and Slug 

The Jack and Noble timber sales have been cut, 
palpable and tragic losses. Yet over 80 percent of 
Cove/Mallard remains wild. It appears there will be 
no cutting this coming summer because the federal 
listing of steelhead as threatened has delayed the 
paperwork. Clinton's roadbuilding moratorium, if 
implemented, would also prevent any logging in 
the area as the next Cove/Mallard sale, Lone Park, 
requires roadbuilding before logging can begin. 
The Forest Service is nervous. We have delayed the 
sales for so long that new environmental analyses 
may be required, spelling potential doom for the 
remaining sales. 


Last summer, the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals 
wrote a one-sentence rejection of the Idaho Sport- 
ing Congress' (ISC) case to halt the remaining 
Cove/Mallard timber sales. Most court decisions 
give reasons and use lengthy, boring language. 
The court didn't, however, suddenly become suc- 
cinct; it just couldn't come up with arguments 
against the ISC. 

There is a silver lining in the decision. It is not 
a precedent, and we can always file another law- 
suit. Yahoo. 

We can't count on these measures, of course, so 
we will be back in Cove/Mallard this summer, doing 
extensive monitoring and documentation. The For- 
est Service, not surprisingly, has failed to adequately 


survey the old growth, wildlife and fisheries. Plus, 
we need to document the damage that has been 
done to strengthen future litigation efforts. 

And there still is direct action to be done. Mackey 
Day and Otter-Wing are two heinous timber sales 
planned in the roadless area complex that contains 
Cove/Mallard. These sales will adversely affect listed 
steelhead and soon-to-be listed bull trout, as well as 
important spring and summer range for other wild- 
life. Some of the roads to these sales were built last 
summer, and the sales were sold before the 
roadbuilding moratorium took effect so roading 
will continue this summer. 

But wait, there's more... The Middle Fork timber 
sale, above the Middle Fork Clearwater River is also 
an inventoried roadless area, containing steelhead 
and bull trout habitat. Sale planners skirted the 
roadbuilding issue by choosing to helicopter log. 
But as the Biological Assessment for the sale notes, 
the area is dominated by steep to very steep slopes 
that have a "high slope stability hazard (read: 
landslides)." 

And that's not all! These are only three of several 
sales planned in the Greater Salmon-Selway eco- 
system this summer: There's also the Fish Bate sale 
in northern Idaho, which would level old growth 
in order to reduce "fire risk," and the Upper 
Swiftwater sale, planned in a roadless area near the 
Middle Fork sale. 

Don't be fooled by Clinton's roadless area policy; 
it only affects a fraction of the timber sales in Idaho. 

So come to Idaho, help save the Big Wild and 
expose the lie of the roadless moratorium. The 
Cove/Mallard basecamp will be open all summer, 
beginning with the Northwest Rendezvous May 23- 
25. Throughout the summer, activists will offer 
orientation and training for newcomers interested 
in learning about the Salmon-Selway ecosystem. 
Workshops will include stream sedimentation sur- 
veys, timber sale monitoring, nonviolence training, 
a ropes course, navigation skills and the history and 
future of Cove/Mallard. 

For more information, contact the Cove/Mal- 
lard Coalition at POB 8968, Moscow, Idaho 83843; 
(208) 882-9755; cove@moscow.com; the Northern 
Rockies Preservation Project at POB 625, Boise, 
Idaho 83701; (208) 345-8077; nrpp@lesbois.com; 
and the Native Forest Network at POB 8251, Mis- 
soula, Montana 59807; (406) 542-7343; 
nfn@wildrockies.org. 


Great Bear Rainforest Blasted 



Interfor blasts a road to access Johnston Creek, a major salmon-bearing river in the Great Bear Rainforest of British Columbia. It plans 
to log the heart out of this spectacular rainforest valley. This is the only habitat in the world for the spirit bear, a population of black 
bears of which one in ten is white. Interfor's new road will open up the valley to trophy hunters and poachers looking to shoot grizzlies. 
The area has been the location of mass demonstrations in the past to prevent further desecration. Recently, 18 activists from six countries 
were found guilty of contempt of court for protests in 1997 against road construction in Ista, one of the Great Bear valleys. Of the 353 
intact valleys that once stood tall on Canada’s west coast, only 69 remain. Your help is needed. Contact Forest Action Network, Box 65, 
Bella Coola, BC Canada VOT ICO; (250) 799-5800; fanbc@envirolink.org 

Page 14 Earth First! Betane 1998, 


photo courtesy of the Allegheny Defense Project 



LawsuitProofLogging: 

The Summit Salvage Scam 


California's Fish Recover 
57 proposed dams 



Charred and thriving ponderosa pine in Summit 

intervals of eight to 20 years and provi- 
sions for the trapping of pocket go- 
phers need to be eliminated. It must 
include an ongoing monitoring and 
research plan comparing this 
alternative's implementation to other 
areas in the national forests that were 
logged under the guise of "fire recov- 
ery," and it needs to eliminate live- 
stock grazing. 

While we don't believe the Forest 
Service is serious about implement- 
ing Alternative 6, with your help we 
could make this a precedent setting 
reality! Please write or call the agen- 
cies and officials listed in support of a 
modified Alternative 6. Deadlines for 
comments are May 11. 

For more information: Blue Moun- 
tains Biodiversity Project, HCR 82, Fos- 
sil, Oregon 97830; (541) 468-2028. 

Robert Williams, Regional Forester, 
Region Six, 333 SW First, Portland, OR 
97208; (503) 808-2200. 

Especially send letters to: Carl 
Pence, Supervisor, Malheur National 
Forest, POB 909, John Day, OR 97845; 
(541) 575-3000. 


by Asante Riverwind 


The Malheur National For- 
est in eastern Oregon has 
brought back the Summit Fire 
Recovery Project from the 
dead. In December 1997, two 
appeals killed the Malheur 
Forest's pipe dream sale: a 
108-million-board-foot sale 
that would log in three 
roadless areas on steep slopes 
above one of the last wild 
runs of salmon, as well as in 
steelhead and bull trout habi- 
tat. Forest Service timber 
planners have now regurgi- 
tated a "lawsuit proof" (they 
think) version of the sale. 

The "preferred" alternative 
of the Supplemental Envi- 
ronmental Impact Statement 
proposes logging 59 million 
board feet from 6,500 acres, 
again in the three roadless 
areas on very steep slopes with ero- 
sive, fire-damaged soils above one of 
the last remaining wild runs of 
salmon, bull trout and steelhead in 
the lower 48 states. The only stream 
buffers would be those developed by 
PACFISH (the interim plan to protect 
anadromous fish) shown to be grossly 
inefficient by several scientists. 

To help insure its "lawsuit proof" 
desires, the Forest Service has also 
finally proposed a restoration-only 
alternative that includes no com- 
mercial logging! Alternative 6 would 
return 125 miles of Forest Service 
roads to forest land, replant where 
needed and manually remove 
invasive exotic weeds (no chemi- 
cals). In addition, it calls for restor- 
ing riparian areas to help reverse 
serious declines in salmon and other 
aquatic species, and eliminates graz- 
ing from the recovering area for the 
near future. 

This precedent-setting alternative 
needs to be supported but with four 
changes: It needs provisions for restor- 
ing natural fire to the area at historic 


A new joint federal and state plan 
intended to restore California's bay- 
delta estuaries includes 23 new and 
enlarged dams and canals through- 
out the central part of the state. The 
"CALFED" plan examines 12 alterna- 
tives that address the impacts of delta 
water diversions and the operation of 
upstream federal, state and local wa- 
ter projects. 

CALFED, which proposes the larg- 
est ecosystem restoration program in 
state history, is little more than a 
palliative for a new massive public 
works project to build additional dams 
and canals to meet current and future 
water demands. Of the 12 alterna- 
tives considered in the CALFED plan, 
seven include enlarged or new water 
storage facilities in the Sacramento 
Valley. Seven alternatives tap into 
250,000 acre feet of Sacramento Val- 
ley groundwater and 500,000 acre 
feet of San Joaquin Valley groundwa- 
ter. Only three alternatives consider 
no new facilities outside of the delta. 

CALFED also has a weak water con- 
servation analysis. It fails to consider 
any reduction in water demand based 
on elimination of agricultural subsi- 
dies. For example, reducing or elimi- 
nating federal dairy subsidies would 
significantly decrease demand for wa- 
ter intensive crops such as irrigated 
pasture and alfalfa. 

Some of the supposed ecosystem 
restoration objectives and actions ac- 
tually threaten the environment. For 
example, officials claim that wildfire 
in the upper forested watersheds 
poses such a threat to water quality 
that logging must be done to reduce 
the threat. 

To add to problems, the California 
Department of Water Resources re- 
cently released its State Water Plan 
Update, which calls for building 43 
new dams and reservoirs and enlarg- 
ing existing ones. The Water Plan 
includes the CALFED projects, as well 
as some additional ones. 


American River: The proposed 50- 
foot-high Auburn dam would sub- 
merge up to 48 miles of the North 
and Middle Forks of the American 
River, as well as hundreds of historic 
sites and 10,000 acres of undevel- 
oped foothill wildlands. The dam 
site is located on an extensive sys- 
tem of earthquake faults. Significant 
water diversions from the South and 
Middle Forks of the American are 
also proposed to accommodate new 
local development. 

Cottonwood Creek: One of the larg- 
est undeveloped tributaries of the 
Sacramento River, the various forks 
of Cottonwood Creek have been tar- 
geted for five dams and reservoirs. 
Critical habitat for the endangered 
spring Chinook salmon and thou- 
sands of acres of oak woodland habi- 
tat would be destroyed. 

Sacramento River: Enlarging Shasta 
dam and reservoir would smother 
miles of wild trout habitat and out- 
standing recreational features along 
the upper Sacramento, McCloud and 
Pit Rivers, as well as require the reloca- 
tion of Interstate 5, the Union Pacific 
Railroad and several small communi- 
ties. In addition, the diversion of wa- 
ter from the lower Sacramento for 
off-stream water storage reservoirs 
would devastate the endangered 
salmon and steelhead populations. 

The CALFED plan is available for 
public review and comment. Deadline 
for comments is June 1, 1998. Write: 
CALFED Bay-Delta Program, Attn: Rick 
Breitenbach, 1416 Ninth Street, Suite 
1155, Sacramento, CA 95814. 

To receive a copy of the State Water 
Plan, contact: Paul Hutton, Chief, Re- 
sources Evaluation Section, Depart- 
ment of Water Resources, POB 942836, 
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001; (916) 653- 
5666; http://rubicon.water.ca.gov/ 
pdintor.html. 

For more information, contact 
Friends of the River, 128J St. 2nd Floor, 
Sacramento, CA95814; (916) 442-3155. 


’Watching the Roaming (Bison 



OSM Ignores Abandoned mines 


by Citizens Coal Council 

Over 11,000 coal mines abandoned before 1977 
have not been cleaned up or reclaimed, according to 
an official inventory by the Office of Surface Mining 
(OSM). These sites are gaping scars on the land that 
cause landslides, sinkholes, blow-outs and floods. 
The majority of sites are in the coal fields of Appala- 
chia — Kentucky, Tennessee, West Virginia, Virginia, 
Alabama, Pennsylvania and Ohio. The clean-up will 
cost, conservatively, an estimated $4.2 billion. 

When the federal law regulating coal mining, the 
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act, was 
enacted in 1977, it contained a section requiring 
clean-up and reclamation of old mines. Every year, 
OSM collects more than $350 million in fees from 
coal operators for this work; these funds are depos- 
ited into the Abandoned Mine Land (AML) Trust 
Fund. However, only a portion of the funds col- 
lected are released for mine clean-up. Today, over 
$1.2 billion collected and earmarked for this work 
sits unspent in the US Treasury. 

Taking OSM's cost estimate to finish clean-up and 
dividing by the annual federal grant OSM pays each 
state or tribe for clean-up, the states that will take 
the longest time to clean-up are: Alabama — 111 


years to complete; Oklahoma — 93 years; 

Virginia — 88 years; Missouri — 69 years; 
Pennsylvania — 55 years; Kansas — 46 years; 

West VlfgfnTa — 39 years; Alaska — 3 1 years; 

Iowa — 25 years and Kentucky — 24 years. 

By contrast, some states and tribes get 
federal AML money when they either 
have no need for it or can complete 
clean-up with less. Wyoming, for ex- 
ample, has one site left to clean at an 
estimated $ 100,000, but the state got $22 
million in fiscal year 1997. 
never had any sites at all on the 
inventory but gets an annual clean-up 
grant of $94,703. (Louisiana Representa- 
tive Bob Livingston chairs the House 
Appropriations Committee.) 

The Abandoned Mine Land Trust Fund 
fee-collection authority will come up for 
reauthorization by Congress within six 
years. Although the need is great, it will 
be difficult for Congress to justify continuing the 
program if the federal government won't spend 
the money it collects. Pressure needs to be put on 
Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt to increase 
the annual funding request from Congress for 


A Buffalo Nations volunteer keeps a close eye on buffalo outside Yellowstone 
National Park in Montana. This summer, Buffalo Nations will table in and 
around the park to spread the word about the continued slaughter of 
Yellowstone's last wild bison herd. To get involved contact Buffalo Nations, POB 
9S7, West Yellowstone, MT S97S8; (406) 646-0070; fax 646-0071; 
buffalo@wildrockies.org. 


abandoned mine land reclamation. Please contact 
Babbitt at 18th and "C" Streets NW, Washington, 
DC 20240. For more information, contact the Citi- 
zens Coal Council, 110 Maryland NE, #408, Wash- 
ington DC 20002; (202) 544-6210. 
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by Tim Cadman, Neil Smith and 
Laurie Goldsworthy 

Mass protests and a solar-powered tree sit are the 
signature tools of a recent campaign to protect old 
growth on the island of Tasmania. 

The Mother Cummings coupe (timber sale) con- 
tains old-growth white-topped stringy bark forest 
that has never seen an ax and is interspersed with 
delicate sphagnum moss beds and King Billy pines, 
relicts from the last ice age. A swamp and the King 
Billy stands have been spared from logging so far, 
but the integrity of the whole ecosystem is at risk. 

The forest sits on sandstone outcrops in an area 
of high landslip potential. The coupe contains 
beautiful rock shelters used by early aborigines. 
The logging operations put the rock shelters at risk 
of damage through landslips-, a point overlooked 
by North Forest Products, the woodchipping com- 
pany. The corporation's woefully inadequate ar- 
chaeological assessment did not even make note of 
the extensive rock shelters. At one stage, the coupe 
boundary was only 20-meters away from a signifi- 
cant shelter. 

A multifaceted campaign to protest the coupe has 
been in full swing for six weeks now. There have 
been roadblocks to stop and delay earth-moving 
machinery and trucks, tree sits to get in the way of 
tree-cutting operations, and media releases and other 
attempts to build public consciousness. Most of the 
tree-sits were short-lived, but the better-prepared 
tree platform of "Hector the Protector" lasted for 12 
days right in the path of the proposed access road. 
Hector had a solar and bike-powered computer with 
Internet access in his tree. 

On March 22, a group of nearly 1,000 people 
marched up the logging road, resulting in 68 arrests 
for trespass. Rallies of about 500 people have been 
organized in Tasmania's two major cities, Hobart 
and Launceston. 

Closer to the site, about 40 police officers recently 
set up a village of transportable buildings with 
plumbing and professional caterers near Mother 
Cummings. The protesters have a basecamp at the 
home of sympathizers and a more advanced camp 
on a roadside closer to the coupe. Over 112 people 
have been arrested defending Mother Cummings. 

The protests will continue with more of the same 
sorts of actions, although with the large police 
presence it is getting harder and harder to get in the 


coupe or to lock to log trucks. Many of the most 
dedicated activists have already been arrested and 
released on bail with conditions that specify large 
penalties should they return to the area. 

In the US you had Option 9, a lot of high-sound- 
ing words from the government that freed more of 
your priceless heritage for- 
ests for exploitation. A few 
years ago the federal govern- 
ment in Australia instituted 
a series of "Regional Forest 
Agreements" (RFA) with the 
state governments. Under 
these agreements there was 
supposed to be a "compre- 
hensive, adequate and rep- 
resentative" forest reserve 
system set up to ensure that 
some forests were conserved, 
whereupon the forest indus- 
try would be given unfet- 
tered access to the remain- 
der of public forested lands. 

So far two of these agree- 
ments have been signed for 
different areas in the state of 
Victoria and another cover- 
ing the whole of the island 
state Tasmania. 

The Tasmanian agreement 
includes provisions allowing 
conservation targets to be 
ignored if they would cause 
problems with loss of em- 
ployment or "community 
cohesion." These provisions 
have been interpreted 
broadly. Infuriatingly, after 
release of the RFA the government immediately 
chose to attack one of our "icon" areas on Mother 
Cummings Peak, a piece of pristine forest of only 65 
hectares that was previously reserved from logging 
because of its high level of biodiversity. 

The shelterwood logging operation would re- 
move 70 percent of the big trees and is expected to 
yield about 7,000 tonnes of pulpwood and 1,500 
cubic meters of sawlogs. The state would receive 
about $80,000 royalty for the logs, which will 
mostly pay for coupe management costs, while 
North Forest Products reaps the real profits. It is 
currently costing the state about $150,000 per 


week to maintain the police presence necessary to 
ensure that North Forest Products can proceed 
despite protests. 

North Forest Products is the world's largest 
woodchipper and is also responsible for the Jabiluka 
mine ( see accompanying article). Most of the trees 
felled will not even provide sawlogs for the local 
construction industry and will create very little 
employment in processing. The industry is driven 
by a few large companies that make high profits by 

exporting raw 
woodchips, mainly to 
Japan, for eventual 
use in low-grade pulp 
products like card- 
board boxes. 

Mother Cummings 
is part of the Great 
Western Tiers, known 
as Kooparona Niara 
(Mountains of the 
Spirits) to the indig- 
enous people. For sev- 
eral years there has 
been a proposal to 
make most of the pub- 
lic land along this ex- 
tensive escarpment 
| into a national park 
| partially managed by 
| the aboriginal com- 
1 munity, which sees 
f opportunities for em- 
| ployment for its 
| people in cultural 
3 tourism (as well as 
I protection of impor- 
| tant ancestral sites). 
The logging of this 
beautiful place is ei- 
ther a serious mistake 
or an act of vindic- 
tiveness designed to demonstrate the pow'er of 
the Regional Forestry Agreement and the 
woodchippers. Either way, these forests will not 
fall without a serious fight. 

Please write the Hon. Tony Rundle, Premier of 
Tasmania, Parliament House, Hobart Tasmania 
7000; tony.rundle@parliament.tax.gov.au; and , 
Hon. John Beswick MHA, Minister for Forests, 
Parliament House, Hobart Tasmania 7000; 
john.beswick@parliament.tas.gov.au. 

For more information, contact the Native Forest 
Network, POB 301, Deloraine, Tasmania 7304, Aus- 
tralia; +61 3 6369 5102; tcadman@nfn.org.au. 



Hector and his platform 


Jumping Jabiluka! Mararthon Australian Mine Protest 


The fight over a new uranium mine 
in Australia's tropical Kakadu National 
Park escalated recently with the first 
arrests in what is predicted to be a 
marathon protest campaign. 

On March 24, two protesters who 
chained themselves to machines were 
charged with trespassing. Another 50 
entered the Jabiluka mine construction 
site. Three weeks earlier, 9,000 demon- 
strators rallied in three major Austra- 
lian cities to protest the uranium mine 
in northern Australia. A blockade was 
set up at the site of the proposed mine 
in April, and aboriginal landowners and 
environmental activists have vowed to 
stop work there until the project is 
completely abandoned. 

Jabiluka is located in the Alligators 
River Region of the Northern Terri- 
tory and is surrounded by the World 
Heritage-listed Kakadu National Park, 
comprised of savannah and wetland. 
Energy Resources Australia Ltd. (ERA) 
wants to mine an estimated 20,000 
tons of ore from Jabiluka, one of the 
world's richest untapped uranium 
bodies, to export to France, Germany, 
Japan and the US. 

"The traditional owners don't want 
this mine and... are prepared to go as far 
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as they can on this one," says Jacqui 
Katona, spokesperson for the Mirrar 
Gundjehmi people, the aboriginal com- 
munity in the area. 

The Mirrar have a legal right to veto 
any mining activity — in theory. But 
proponents say Mirrar leaders agreed 
in the '70s and '80s to allow the 
leasing and mining of the land cover- 
ing the Jabiluka deposits. 

Challenges have been tried in court, 
but ERA is racing to take advantage of 
the dry season to start work. The com- 
pany says the mine's operations would 
pose'no threat to the fragile wetlands 
of Kakadu, but the Mirrar dispute this. 
They also fear the disruptive effects 
big mining operations will have on 
their society. 

The federal government approved 
the mine last year, despite the unre- 
solved problems of the nuclear in- 
dustry and threats to the cultural and 
natural values. 

"A project that generates 20 mil- 
lion tonnes of radioactive waste is 
simply not acceptable, safe or neces- 
sary," declared protest organizer 
Jayne Weepers of the Northern Ter- 
ritory Environment Centre. "This is 
the worst sort of industrial develop- 


ment in the best sort of place." 

With the world's largest reserves of 
the mineral, Australia now exports 
6,500 tonnes of uranium oxide each 
year to 11 countries. Its largest cus- 
tomers are the United States, Japan 
and South Korea. 

The Mirrar have learned painfuL les- 
sons from the neighboring Ranger ura- 
nium mine, which ERA has operated 
on Mirrar land since 1980. Each tradi- 
tional owner gets royalties of US $1,350 
a year from Ranger, but ERA also 
brought alcohol to the township with 
the mine, which has devastated the 
community. 

To protest the mine, direct action 
was taken in Melbourne, home of ERA'S 
parent company, North Limited, where 
100 people occupied the head office. 
At the public demonstration in Sydney, 
Green Senator Bob Brown compared 
theJaBiluka campaign favorably to one 
of Australia's greatest battles: 

"Having come through the Franklin 
[Dam] campaign where there were 
6,000 who went to the blockade, 1,*500 
arrested and 500 jailed, I think this is 
going to be bigger. I don't say that 
Tightly. I've never said that about any 
environmental issue since the Franklin 


but that's how I see this one." 

The Franklin campaign, mounted 
mostly by the environmental lobby, 
overthrew a conservative government 
when the Australian Labor Party prom- 
ised to support the environmentalists 
in the 1983 federal election. In this 
election year, aboriginal Australia has 
been dealt a double blow by the cur- 
rent conservative government's sup- 
port of the mine and proposals to 
amend the recently awarded land 
rights. The coalition fighting Jabiluka 
seeks to make this a bigger election 
issue than the Franklin. 

If you want to act in solidarity with 
the Mirrar Gundjehmi there are sev- 
eral things you can do: 1 . Organize an 
action in your city during the week of 
May 11-17 targeting the Australian 
government. Make a visit or phone 
call to your local Australian consu- 
late or embassy. 2. Write letters of 
protest to the Prime Minister John 
Howard, Parliament House, Canberra, 
2600 Australia. 3. If you live in the US 
or Japan in an area with nuclear power 
utilities, tell them to boycott ura- 
nium from Energy Resources of Aus- 
tralia Pty. Ltd. (46 percent of ERA'S 
business is in the US). 




Bakun Dam Delayed 


The Bakun hydroelectric project, 
which would displace tens of thou- 
sands of Kenyah people, has been put 
on hold due to the collapse of the 
Malaysian economy. The dam would 
inundate 69,640 hectares (268 square 
miles), drowning the habitat of 12 
protected species of fauna and at least 
93 other species. 

For the Kenyah people of Long Geng, 
in Ulu Belaga, Sarawak, the last 15 
years have been nothing but struggle. 
The land they have nurtured and de- 
pended'on for centuries has been un- 
der attack from logging companies, 
government agencies and those carry- 
ing out the destruction and deforesta- 
tion necessitated by the Bakun hydro- 
electric project. 

The people of Long Geng have re- 
sisted: They have blockaded logging 
roads, petitioned state ministers, sought 
support from nearby communities, sent 
people overseas to tell their story, and 
sought solidarity from activists and 
governments around the world. 
They've been arrested, harassed and 
taken off planes to stop them from 
spreading the news. They still face com- 
pulsory resettlement to an area hope- 
lessly inadequate, through a process 
over which they have had little input 
and no control. They refuse to go. 
Numbering over 9,500 people, the 
Kenyah community is just one of some 
15 indigenous communities that face 
imminent’eviction because of the dam. 

The story of the Bakun Hydroelec- 
tric project is an utterly shameful one. 
First proposed in the 1980s, it was 
abandoned because of the cost and 
strong local and national opposition. 
It .was resurrected in 1993 as one of 
many mega-projects to be undertaken 
by the private sector and as part of 
Prime Minister Mahathir's desire to 
show that Sarawak can have the big- 
gest and best of everything, regardless 
of the impact on the economy, envi- 
ronment and people. 

The government's justification reads: 

"It will be Malaysia's largest power 
plant, and its dam will be the largest in 
the country and the largest of its type in 
the world. It will also include the long- 
est and highest capacity submarine 
cables in the world to transmit power 
generated from Bakun in Sarawak to 
Peninsula Malaysia, a distance of 670 
kilometers (over 400 miles)." The gov- 
ernment claims that the project would 
give Malaysians their cheapest and most 
environmentally friendly electricity. 

The Environmental Impact Assess- 
ment (ELA) belied these claims, expos- 
ing some serious flaws, including dete- 
rioration of water quality in the reser- 
voir and river downstream. When the 
Malaysian federal government washed 
its hands of the proj ect and gave it to the 
Sarawak state government in 1995, the 
entire federal EIA process became moot. 
Even the local press commented that 
the process was deeply flawed and likely 
to lead to loss of public confidence. 
Despite glaring inadequacies, the proj ect 
was approved. 

Local reaction was immediate. Com- 
munities asked for further details, and 
many voiced outright opposition. In- 
digenous leaders went to the Malay- 
sian government to voice opposition. 
Public meetings were held, leafleting 
and demonstrations took place. 

An international resistance campaign, 
linking Malaysians to groups in all con- 


tinents, targeted investors, showing (step 
by step) how risky the investment would 
be. The internal contradictions of the 
project were glaring enough to put most 
financiers off. The Malaysian govern- 
ment had to step in and begin to bail the 
project out with the money of the Ma- 
laysian people. 



The people of Ulu Beluga still face resettlement. 


This project would doubly penalize 
the people of Malaysia. The electricity 
would actually be the most expensive 
in the country. The national electric 
company, Tenaga Nasional, contracted 
to buy the power at a fixed price over 
the next 25 years, regardless of equity 
or. future supply and .demand. , 

Resistance to the dam also focused 
on the Swedish-Swiss company, Asea- 
Brown Boveri (ABB), which was build- 
ing the dam. An international cam- 
paign targeted ABB, asking it to with- 
draw from the project on the basis 
that it was unsustainable and had been 
rushed through the EIA processes, 
which ABB would never have accepted 
in its home countries. A Malaysian 
coalition met with ABB and outlined 
the many reasons the project would 
hurt Malaysians. Subsequently, a ma- 
jor row between ABB and Ekran led 
Ekran to unceremoniously dump ABB 
from the project. 

Meanwhile, the 9,500 effected Kenyah 
watched in dismay as workers bulldozed 


and cleared their land. The river, their 
major means of transport, became too 
dangerous to use in places, despite 
Ekran's assurances that access would be 
safeguarded. The impact on both their 
agricultural land and forests (essential 
for hunting and supplying materials for 
medicine and building) caused growing 
hardship. Conditions at the dam site 
were so bad that many local workers 
refused to work there; foreign workers 
had to be employed in greater numbers. 
Authorities have refused to confirm re- 
ports of industrial accidents and deaths. 

When the Malaysian economy col- 
lapsed in 1997, the project was left an 
utter mess. Wasteful expenditures and 
unaccountable loans on huge mega- 
projects like Bakun came home to roost. 
The stock market plummeted, and Ma- 
laysian currency lost over half its value. 
So, an excuse to postpone the whole 
Bakun project was quickly formulated. 

Late in November, the federal gov- 
ernment took over the project from 
Ekran and put the dam on hold be- 
cause of economic circumstances. But 
this temporary glitch in the capitalist 
economy still may not help the local 
people. The project remains on the 
drawing board. Locals continue to ask 
the government to totally scrap the 
project forever. They suggest invest- 
ing in alternative (and sustainable) 
energy sources and more efficient use 
of current electricity generation. 

Battles over indigenous land continue 
all over Sarawak: One indigenous pro- 
tester was shot dead recently by police 
in Rumah Bangga over a dispute with a 
plantation; companies and government 
officials buy off indigenous leaders with 
money and promises; resistors face ha- 
rassment and victimization by Special 
Branch officials, police and other gov- 
ernment agents. Public gatherings are 
essentially banned, and the mainstream 
media, under government control, does 
not report on the issue with any sympa- 
thy for local protest. 

The battle over the project goes on, 
and the struggle over resettlement con- 
tinues. Now scheduled for June this 
year, it remains to be seen how many 
of the indigenous protesters will refuse 
to move, and if the full weight of 
police and the army will be brought 
against them. 

Whatever happens, the project al- 
ready has had a hugely destructive 
impact. In the words of an indigenous 
leader, "Development does not mean 
stealing our land, our rights, our cul- 
ture and our future. This is not devel- 
opment, but theft." 


Gandalf editors Freed On Ball! 


In an unbelievable turn of events, 
the GANDALF Three (Saxon Wood, 
Noel Molland and Steve Booth) 
were released from prison on bail 
on March 27. The Green Anarchist 
and Animal Liberation Front Support- 
ers Group editors were released pend- 
ing appeal of their conviction for 
conspiracy to incite persons un- 
known to commit criminal dam- 
age, for which they were each 
sentenced to three years last No- 
vember (See December/January '98 
Earth First! Journal). 

This is fantastic news and shows 
that the three probably have a 
strong chance of having their con- 
viction quashed. Until the appeal 
is heard, each of the three is basi- 
cally free to do anything they wish 


as long as they reside at a perma- 
nent address and check in at a 
police station once a week. 

In the meantime, the trial of Brit- 
ish Animal Liberation Front press 
officer Robin Webb and Green Anar- 
chist defendant Paul Rogers on the 
same charges started on April 27 at 
Portsmouth Crown Court. A dem- 
onstration took place outside the 
court on the first day of the trial. 
Both Robin and Paul were engaged 
in a speaking tour called the Libera- 
tion Tour prior to their trail. 

For more information contact the 
London GANDALF Support Cam- 
paign, c/o London Greenpeace, 
Panther House, 38 Mount Pleas- 
ant, London WC1X 0AP; 
lgp@envirolink.org. 


frontline*; 



BP Blockaded 

During the early hours of March 
16, activists blockaded the entrance 
to British Petroleum's (BP) Cory ton 
Refinery in Essex, England, demand- 
ing the imposition of a 
regime on North Sea oil 
new oil exploration in thf 

At 10 a.m., three activi 
group called the UK Oil 
Association locked themselves to the 
undercarriage of a car in front of the 
refinery's entrance, undera’ 
ing "Tax Oil Now." Soon 
road was backed up for 
miles, with over 100 tanker: 
enter the refinery. The a 
there for two hours bef< 
loose. Seven people were 

The North Sea is known throughout 
the oil industry as having one of the 
cheapest tax regimes in the world. 
Between 1984- 1995, North Sea oil pro- 
duction rose by i7 percent but taxa- 
tion fell by 87 percent. Today, the only 
tax paid by oil companies in the North 
Sea is a 33 percent corporation tax, 
one levied on all UK companies. 

BP has been making much PR off its 
investments in solar including its lat- 
est solar plant in California. But the 
solar investment is less than a quid of 
every £100 BP spends on looking for 
more oil. The company recently 
signed a massive contract in Russia 
and one in the Gulf of Mexico for oil 
exploration. Meanwhile it continues 
to operate under military rule in Co- 
lombia and is the largest company 
operating in Algeria. Ten million tones 
of petroleum products a year are pro- 
duced by the Coryton refinery, oneof 
the largest in the country. 

- - ** * * . 4%4>|k . y 

Nuclear Inspection Mission 

On March 13, four women spent 
two hours walking undetected inside 
one of England's nuclear facilities, 
RNAD Coulport, checking on the pres- 
ence of nuclear materials. They found 
an unattended police boat and requi- 
sitioned it. Driving past a security 
guard in the watchtower at the explo- 
sives handling jetty, where Trident 
submarines have their warheads 
loaded, the women drove the power- 
ful police inflatable right up to the 
open hanger. After a 30-minute in- 
spection of the Coulport dock facili- 
ties, they decided to check on weapons 
at Faslane, another nearby facility, 
knowing two T rident submarines were 
docked there. 

Driving past the security guard and 
waving once again, they set off down 
. the loch to Faslane. Approximately 
50 minutes later, after passing at least 
four other police inflatables and 
launches, they reached Faslane. They 
were only spotted as intruders when 
they raced by the naval berths trying 
to find a way to the submarines. As 
several police inflatables closed in, 
they managed to dock one woman on 
the boom. She ran along the top to 
the part closest to the TridenTsubma- 
rines. She was bumped off when two 
police boats hit the boom from each 
side. The police arrested hler in the 
water swimming to the submarines. 
The other three women were appre- 
hended by another boat. 

After being arrested, they were held 
for 58 hours before being brought be- 
fore the court. When the arresting 
officers were told that the women had 
borrowed the inflatable and driven it 
from Coulport without being detected, 
they were amazed and incredulous; 
they surmised With a grin that, "heads 
would rol 1 . " Once again women peace- 
makers have shown that there is no 
such thing as 100 percent security. 


i 


- • 


May -June 1998 Earth First ! Pa^ 






m jj'j 


Workers Yes! Maxxam No! 

The active resistance at Headwaters 
has intensified this spring. On March 
16, 70 Earth Firstiers rallied at two 
locations to announce their opposi- 
tion to the so-called Headwaters forest 
"deal" and the Habitat Conservation 
Plan (HOP) accompanying it. The first 
stop was the US Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice and National Marine Fisheries Ser- 
vice (NMFS) offices in Areata, Califor- 
nia, where activists chewed the ears off 
officials of both agencies working with 
the Pacific Lumber HCP. 

The band then proceeded to the NMFS 
Six Rivers office in Eureka where it hoisted 
a large banner that read, "HCP Kills!" 
Activists temporarily occupied the office 
and sang humorous songs to the staff 
officials making their point about the 
evils of corporate/government collusion 
in backroom deal-making schemes. 

A- few days later, 75 Headwaters en- 
thusiasts marched across Pacific 
Lumber's property line to honor and 
visit tree-sitter Julia "Butterfly" Hill, 
who was 180-feet above the ground in 
"Luna," a 15-foot-wide redwood. It was 
her 100th day perched in the tree. 

One week later, close to 100 Earth 
Firstiers disrupted business as usual at 
Pacific Lumber's main offices in Scotia. 
Four protesters linked themselves to- 
gether with steel lockboxes, blocking 
the front door while a young woman 
scaled a flagpole to unfurl a banner that 
read, "Workers Yes!, MaxxamNo!" From 
the roof of the building, another group 
displayed banners stating, "60,000 
acres. No Compromise" and, "Debt for 
Nature, Jail for Hurwitz." 


the altered beet enter the market, farmers planting the 
engineered seeds would have to pay a technology fee to 
Monsanto and would be required to use Monsanto's 
weed-killer. Monsanto started planting in early April, 
about the same time a High Court judicial review on the 
planting started. Apparently, Monsanto isn't concerned 
about pre-empting the court a little since it's confident it 
will win the case. 

Elsewhere in Europe, three French farmers who'destroyed 
five tons of biotech multinational Novartis' genetically 
engineered maize were less lucky than their gnome counter- 


Put down those tripod poles, lay down that monkey- 
wrench, sit back and relax. Help is on the way. A new force 
stopping ecocide that is more controversial than tree spik- 
ing and makes monkeywrenching look like child's play is 
making its way across the Atlantic. At risk of giving a heads- 
up to law enforcement, we'd be doing a disservice to the 
Earth First! movement to not report on the latest breed of 
our very own Aikido warriors — the gnomes. Their stature 
alone is intimidating; much havoc can be wrought three 
apples high off the ground. 

In March, a troop of incensed gnomes entered bio-tech 
giant AgrEvo's experimental crop of oilseed rape in 
Fife, Scotland, and painted a large red X across the field §S 
before placing "biohazard" placards on the nearby fe 
road. "It's time you humans woke up to the dangers of 
this technology," said UnGnome, a spokesgnome for £5 
the Human GeneGnome Project. "We have no option ^ 
but to oppose the genetic experiment, as gnomes of 
good conscience." 

The global resistance to the nascent science of 
genetic engineering arises from complex concerns. 
Multinational corporations are limiting the gene pools i 

of available crops, saturating our fields with pesti- j| 
cides and patenting life. Meanwhile, they introduce 
foreign genetic "pollution" into wild flora and fauna, 
affecting unintended target organisms as experiments 
leave controlled laboratories and enter the natural 
world. Multinational companies have invested heavily g. 
in research and are rushing products to the market as ** 
soon as they have an organism that has the desired, K 
financially favorable traits. Gnome Chomsky warned, ^ 
"All [the biotech companies'] talk of enhancing food 
production is nothing more than a smokescreen for 
their experiments. Identical claims were made for the 
mass use of pesticides and fertilizers years ago. Irreversible 
damage may be done to the environment as these compa- 
nies 'engineer' that which they don't understand simply 
in the interests of profit." 

In late March, a coalition of 50 people and gnomes held 
a protest march to the site of AgrEvo's UK oilseed rape test 
crop near Cupar. Under the gaze of local police, the demon- 
strators pulled the experimental plants from the ground. 
Others decorated the field with a banner reading, "Stop The 
Crop," placards declaring the site a biohazard and a Fran- 
kenstein scarecrow. 

Across the Irish Sea, gardening with Monsanto is a 
national pastime. Yes, ladies and gentlemen, the same 
folks who brought us Agent Orange, dioxin, Nutrasweet 
and bovine growth hormone are testing sugar beets that 
have been altered to resist the herbicide RoundUp. Should 


parts and have been handed stiff sentences: Rene Reisel and 
Jose Bove face eight months suspended imprisonment and 
Francis Roux five months. They are also required to pay 
Novartis 500,000 francs damages. 

With a history of dangerously misleading research and 
an atrocious environmental record under its belt, re- 
searchers at Monsanto might do well to sleep with one eye 
watching over their test sites. To learn more about genetic 
engineering in the UK, contact Genetic Concern, Room 
13, 24-26, Dame St., Dublin 2, Ireland; 353-1-670 5606, fax 
353-1-670 5561; ge_campaign@geocities.com. The Gnome 
Nation can be reached c/o Fife EF!, 91 South St., St. 
Andrews, Fife KY169Q, Scotland. 

ASEED Europe in Amsterdam is compiling an activist 
guide on the genetics superpower Monsanto. Contact them 
at POB 92066, 1090 AB, Amsterdam, Netherlands; 
aseedeur@antenna.nl. 


Contractor Rappels Down 
Hotel in Protest 

On March 2, general contractor 
Mark Hilovsky and Rainforest Action 
Network activist Lynn Stone rappelled 
down the facade of San Francisco's 
landmark Saint Francis Hotel with a 
900- square-foot banner reading, "Do 
Your Children Know You're Buying 
Old Growth Wood?" Inside the hotel, 
the Western Wood Products Associa- 
tion (WWPA) conference was in ses- 
sion. WWPA is one of the largest 
timber industry gatherings of the year 
for buyers and sellers of old-growth 
wood products. 


Radio Takeover During 
Hunting March 

The recent pro-hunting Countryside 
March in England did not go off entirely 
as planned. The hunt's rented radio air 
space, "March FM," was hijacked by a 
group called the Hunt Sabs Broadcasting 
Corporation. The sabbers' broadcast 
drowned out the hunt's signal and re- 
placed the pro-hunting station with a DJ 
shouting, "Fuck off our land! Now!" 

An undisclosed four-figure sum was 
paid for the day's radio license by the 
Countryside Alliance. All attending 
were encouraged to tune in. Those 
who did were treated to London's fin- 
est acid-house music and some words 
from the sponsor. 


f relenting, make businesses ap- 
|; ply pressure and force weaker 
governments to propose more 
attractive deals at the table. 

Although these worldwide factors 
are hopeful, keep one eye open. 
Free trade agreements don't just die. 
Unless we assert democratic con- 
trol over corporations, Renato 
Ruggerio, World Trade Organiza- 
tion Director General, will have his 
dream of a single global economy 
come true. The environmental 
movement must demand the voice 
it currently lacks at the negotiating 
table. It must take the opportunity 
to collaborate with other move- 
ments, particularly labor, and clarify 
the misnomer that increased ex- 
ports amounts to increased jobs. 

For further information on the US 
stance contact Charlene Barshefsky 
and Jeffrey Lang, Deputy Trade Repre- 
sentatives at the US Trade Representa- 
tives office at (202) 395-5114, fax395- 
4549; jlang@ustr.gov. Or contact the 
watchdog group Public Citizen's Glo- 
bal Trade Watch at 215 Pennsylvania 
Ave. SW, Washington, DC 20003; 
(202) 546-4996; ctaylor@citizen.org; 
http://www.citizen.org/gtw/. 


•t's looking like the newest "Corporate 

I Bill of Rights" might not be sliding 
into place as expected. The Mul- 
tilateral Agreement on Investment (MAI) 
has been slammed onto the back burner 
amidst international civic unrest and 
political tangles. 

Over 600 international nongovern- 
mental organizations (NGO) have now 
signed a joint statement against the 
MAI, and national campaigns have 
been launched in dozens of countries. 
A Dutch NGO reported: "It appears 
that all hell has broken loose in some 
European Union member countries, 
with a combination of street protests, 
NGO critiques, outraged parliamen- 
tarians and inter-agency fights within 
governments on key issues. Opposi- 
tion is prevalent in Italy, Denmark, 
the Netherlands and the UK." 

In the Netherlands, activists occu- 
pied the office of the chairman of the 
Organization for Economic Coopera- 
tion and Development MAI negotia- 
tion group, Frans Engering, and con- 
structed a "factory" of cardboard boxes 
in the main hall of the building, indi- 


cating investments would be out of 
control under the MAI. Some Cana- 
dian provinces and numerous mu- 
nicipalities have released statements 
against the MAI. Meanwhile, France 
has joined Canada as a central anti- 
MAI figure. MAI attacks are front page 
in France, and the Prime Minister 
was forced to declare that he would 
not sign. 


March that the Netherlands also had 
recommended against OECD govern- 
ments signing the MAI at the OECD 
Ministerial Conference in Paris on 
April 27-28,1998. According to 
Engering, the signing will be delayed 
until the next Ministerial Conference 
in the spring of 1999. 

The US has also delayed ratifying the 
agreement for several reasons. First, there 
is the internal US political fight. The US 
Trade Office wants the State Depart- 
ment off its turf and has criticized it for 
doing a poor job with the MAI. Sec- 
ondly, the US is trying to obtain negoti- 
ating leverage. Declining to sign is a 
delay tactic to scare the opposition into 


Brisbane Reclaims Its Streets 

A portion of Roma Street in Brisbane, 
Australia, was reclaimed by demonstra- 
tors on March 21. The peaceful protesters 
redirected afternoon traffic and replaced 
it with jugglers, stilt walkers, fire twirlers 
and music. 

A spokesperson said, "This is about 
taking back public space from the en- 
closed private arena. At its simplest, it is 
an attack on cars as a principle agent of 
enclosure. It's about reclaiming the 
streets as public inclusive space from 
the private exclusive use of the car." 
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YOUR DESTINATION FOR FAMILY FUN! 


There are lots of fun things to do in Cascadia: hiking, surfing, camping, swimming, rafting — 
and frontline environmental activism! With commercial logging on our public lands coming to 
an end, the scramble for every last tree is underway. We can only stop them with your help. 

Wherever you travel in Cascadia you'll find plenty of unique and entertaining attractions. 
Featured here are 7 vacation spots — beautiful Southern Cascadian attractions for the whole 
family to enjoy. Come for the scenery, stay for the fight. Cascadia libre! 


WILD WARNER WILDERNESS 

Your trip to southern Cascadia isn't complete without a stop at the original 
Cascadia Free State at Warner Creek! Unfdrftinately, you may have to trade 
in your Canon for some camo; the saws are running once again. * 

The Oakridge District of the Willamette National Forest has been a favorite 
vacation spot for hundreds of nature lovers. In 1995-96, the 11-month Warner 
Creek blockade shut down the Warner Demo "arson salvage" sale in the 
bum on the north side of Bunchgrass Ridge. The Warner South sale, on the 
other side of the ridge, was also canceled ardtind that time, in part due to 
anticipated intensified direct action. But like a poorly doused campfire, 
this sale lives again. Located within the boundaries of the old Warner South 
sale up Eagle Creek is the Helldun timber sale. 

One of a half dozen "alternative volume" sales currently planned in 
the Willamette National Forest, Helldun is compensation for Salvage 
Rider sales lost on the Umpqua and Siuslaw National Forests after a 
federal ruling saved the Marbled Murrelet habitat there. Helldun would 
harvest between 12 and 17 million board feet on approximately 200-300 
acres along the FS Road 5883 system. These roads divide the proposed 
Warner Creek Wilderness — the Cornpatch Roadless Area, one of the 
largest in the Willamette — from the Verdun Rock Roadless Area and the 
adjacent Waldo Lake Wilderness to the east. Harvesting here will further 
damage the corridor that links these two areas. 

Get ready for an action-packed summer 'cause it's time to give them another 
run for their money! The Cascadia Free State tour offers you a taste of history, 
a chance to change the future, and a hell of a lot of fun. Come visit, and you 
might meet a spotted owl, pileated woodpecker, cougar, black bear, peregrine 
falcon or wolverine. Learn how fire has nourished and regenerated these 
classic stands of Douglas fir, hemlock, cedar and yew. Pack extra film! Contact 
Southern Willamette Earth First!, Cascadia Forest Defenders or Cascadia Fire 
Ecology Education Project (for addresses see Tour Guides on back page). 


ROU6H & READY CREEK: 

WORTH MORE THAN A NICKEL MINE 

Southern Oregon's South Kalmiopsis Roadless Area is a biological 
treasure that harbors plant life found nowhere else on Earth. In the clear 
waters of Rough & Ready Creek are steelhead and cutthroat trout, coho 
salmon, Olympic salamander, yellow-legged frog and other aquatic 
species that no serious wilderness traveler should miss — especially now, 
since the Nicore nickel mine threatens to spoil Rough & Ready Creek 
and the pristine South Kalmiopsis Roadless Area. 

The public meetings held on Nicore have been heated; over 90% of the 
public testimony has been opposed to the mine and urges the Forest 
Service to choose the "No Action" alternative with no new road 
construction or reconstruction allowed in any part of the area. Mounting 
public pressure and gaping holes in the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement have convinced the Forest Service to extend the comment 
deadline and prepare a supplemental impact statement in the Fall. 

Your personal experience of this place and your voice is important in an 
ongoing campaign to defend these redrock wildlands. The miner, Walt 
Freeman, may not even make a profit from mining this low-grade nickel 
deposit. He claims to be a concerned, law-abiding neighbor, but he was 
just caught burning plastic and other trash on the public land where he 
squats. Perhaps he has other plans for the 4300 acres he claims. 

Write a letter today supporting the "No Action" alternative of the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement on the Nicore plan of operation. Write 
Distfict Ranger Mary Zuschlag, Illinois Valley RD, 26568 Redwood Hwy., 
Cave Junction, OR 97523; (541) 592-2166; fax 592-6545; siskiyou® 
magick.net. Official comments must be received by May 15, but letters 
will be accepted after that date. 

For educational videos, stickers, hike schedules and more information 
about the 1872 Mining Law or Rough & Ready Creek, contact Friends 
of Rough & Ready Creek (see Tour Guides). 
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The Ancient 5antiam 


Another marker on your Cascadian calendar should be 
a date with the Santiam. A history lesson of Northwest 
environmental defense must include a section on this wa- 
tershed. Intense efforts over, the years for the sake of a 
wild Cascadia brought resistance to Millennia Grove, 
Horse Byars and Sphinx. Make time to sample the deep, 
cool green of the North Santiam. 

For years the Detroit Ranger District has been the* 
whipping boy for the National Forest timber sale pro- 
gram. Why? Because this beautiful landscape contains 
some of the biggest old Douglas 
fir and western hemlock in the 
state. Throughout the seventies 
and eighties the district was man- 
aged for the sole purpose of pro- 
viding ancient forest to fuel the 
Santiam Valley mills, until the 
landscape was defined by a patch- 
work of clearcuts and a maze of 
ing roads. In early 1996, 
oddtng dumped ton after 
diment from these roads 
s into the North 
whicSt serves 


1 I / »l 1 I mr mi I 

regardless of public opinion. The good fqlks of Salem 
and Detroit need a lot of help ft 
lands and their waters. 

The Detroit District is about an hou 
place to find a friendly face and g 
timber sales and hikes is the All Seasons Motel in De 
Be sure to stop by the Forest Service office as well and re- 
quest maps of the 1998 timber sale program. A Santiam stop 
on your travels is highly recommended. For a tour, contact 
Santiam Watershed Guardians (see Tour Guides). 
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in the Mt. Hood National Forest? Where the South Fork of 
ildemess lies an amazing, wet and diverse native forest of 
forest grew back naturally from a large fire over 150 years 
reat. 

te sales) that will cut 26.4 million board feet. Two of the sales 
ckleberry Roadless Area. Most of this roadless area is desig- 
he wild country down to the wilderness boundary, 
n the Northwest. Logging scheduled to begin June 1 will 
Ireek.(June 6-7), basecamps and plenty of back country 
have taken in the feel of Eagle Creek it will be time to hit 
nbersale! 

e beautiful and diverse Gifford Pinchot National Forest 
> areas and riparian reserves are prime habitat for nest- 
and the rare chinquapin trees (at the northern point of 
e threatened. So, action tourists — get ready! 
eet, over 400 acres, including a significant section of the 
lelicopters will be used to remove trees from extremely 
it Summer, an access road was built and old-growth frees 
) begin in early July, but could come earlier if the Forest 
>wl surveys. Expect a wealth of great action stories (just 
>pped before hand. 

rd feet and destroy roughly 1,500 acres of old-growth 
adless country. Both the Mt. Hood and Gifford Pinchot 
eatening old growth, clean water and roadless areas, 
st Plan sacrifice zone — it is targeted for some of the 
Sales still slated for this year include the Louie/Rosey 
ot yet cut); the Limbo sale, in an area with confirmed 
Roadless Area if auctioned at the end of 1998 (under 
>d will do "no-trace" logging along miles of the Pacific 
lis is just to name a few. 

give them a good fight — and we need your help! So, 
izzy pictures and warm memories. If your Summer is 
5 all here in the Cascades. For a tour, contact Cascadia 
anvass Collective (see Tour Guides): 


The landscape of Southernwestern Oregon is a vast forested high country, hotter and drier than the 
more northern forests of the west side. In this region, an action tourist will be surrounded by forests that 
host spotted owl, peregrine falcon, bald eagle and white-footed vole, among other fauna. Visitors and 
residents alike can take refuge any time by hiking, rafting, bird-watching and sight-seeing. The area is 
also traversed by five rivers, all part of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. 

While enjoying the breathtaking sites of the area, one can contemplate the many timber sales destroy- 
ing public lands in this region. Two of the worst are Bureau of Land Management's Deer Mom and the 
Replacement Volume sale on the Gold Beach and Chetco Ranger Districts of the Siskiyou National 
Forest. The Deer Mom sale, in the Deer Creek drainage near Selma, Oregon, will destroy over 1200 
acres of spotted owl habitat and eliminate two breeding pairs near Draper Creek. The sale completely 
ignores degradation from past sales, which has led to increased sediment in waterways and increased 
fire dangers throughout the Deer Creek drainage. The result: conversion of late-successional forests to 
managed tree farms, at a cost to taxpayers of half a million dollars, and untold environmental losses. 
Can you say corporate welfare? 

The Siskiyou National Forest is also hacking 321 acres of old-growth forests in the Gold Beach and 
Chetco Replacement Volume Sale, which is especially bad. The entire Environmental Analysis is based 
on providing 8 million board feet of "like kind and volume" replacement timber for pre-Clinton timber 
sales where marbled murrelets were found. But when Forest Supervisor Mike Lunn approved the sale, 
it was for a whopping 16 million board feet! 

The area is riddled with biological diversity-^a beautiful place to enjoy a vacation! Rare plants like 
bensonia and golden fleece and the above mentioned critters will be evicted from their homes when the 
saws start ripping. Quail Prairie Creek, immediately adjacent to the timber sale, had salmon runs as 
recently as the late 80s, but sedimentation has eliminated spawning and rearing habitat. Despite the heavy 
loss of forests and water quality, the Forest Service says that "no significant impacts are anticipated." 

Campaigns to stop area timber sales and the Nicore mine (see page 1) will be ongoing throughout the 
Summer. Passionate tourists are welcome to help in the defense of this amazing area. For a tour, contact 
Klamath Siskiyou Wildlands Center (see Tour Guides). 
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‘ply carved rocky canyons. Be dazzled by some of Oregon's 
, goshawk, pygmy and flammulated owls, as well as bear, 
ges. Experience a coyote's howl, an elk's song or an owl's 
Hess — the John Day River supports one of the last remain- 
> see the area's imperiled bull trout and steelhead. 
your nifty tourist garb for active wear because the fight 
you an action-oriented tourist? Interested in taking a 
we've got something to annoy even the pickiest activist: 
as leasing, mining, native sovereignty rights violations, 
as, trophy hunting, wild horse kidnapping, ORVs, toxics 
aemicals, pesticide runoff, dams, development and ur- 
iriate anyone. 

0 take you to your destination activity whether it be 
locumenting. Or appealing /litigating. Your multi-stop 
ipes as well as a variety of activities at the "hot spots." 
ging sales are currently proposed by the Forest Service 
hitman National Forests. Three of these sales, the Big 
ed forests on very steep slopes with extremely erosive 
wild salmon and buLl trout runs. These salvage sales 
reas where every surviving, tree is essential. 

1 beautiful places to pick from. Sound like your kind of 
>r an unforgettable Oregon wilderness adventure. For a 
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orest of the Rogue Valley to the wetness of the High 
ake time to see the array of threatened ancient forest, 
mendacity and malfeasance. 

ea are the Snog and Dog Prairie timber sales. Snog is 
100-acre roadless area separated by only two roads (in 

st. The riparian reserve between the cutting unit and 
arth with huge Douglas fir trees. Clearcutting unit 2 
camera, and after the photo op get ready to fight to 

Drest behaving inappropriately? No fisheries biologist 
1 analysis was done. There is a complete lack of field 
d warnings by the Forest Service's top fisheries expert 
abitat were ignored. There is no supporting documen- 
s of the Forest Service's own expert. This watershed is 
d Umpqua Cutthroat trout depend. 


As the adventure-seeking travelers head further up the Umpqua, they will find a different forest: cold, 
high and rocky, more fir, mountain hemlock and spruce, fewer Douglas fir and western hemlock. The Mt. 
Bailey Roadless Area is the largest tract of unprotected, non-roaded wilderness land in the Umpqua. 
Steadily reduced in size since the late 70s, the Umpqua National Forest Plan intends to chop 11,200 acres, 
leaving only 7,427 acres unroaded, of which only 3,000 is forested. 

The Paw sales are the implementation of this plan. Both are typically high elevation forests of old 
trees, along and inside the northern part of the Mt. Bailey Roadless Area. Bear Paw will clearcut 117 
acres and build 3.1 miles of new roads directly into the roadless area. Bear Paw is a large wet area that 
hosts Engelmann spruce, not often found on the Umpqua, as well as Douglas fir and pine. Paw Chop- 
per will log 750 acres in an area that grows red fir and pine. The plan calls for helicopter logging of 
some 800 logging trucks worth of trees. This sale is home to the Matsutake mushroom, an economic 
equivalent to trees. The Forest Service Watershed Analysis recommended not cutting Shasta red firs to 
preserve the host tree of the Matsutake mushroom. But guess what? Big Shasta red firs have to be cut to 
get a "viable" timber sale. The Bailey Roadless Area is recommended to those action tourists looking 
for a rugged and majestic stop on their summer tour. Come for the view, stay for the 'shrooms! For a 
tour, contact Umpqua Watersheds (see Tour Guides). 
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GRAPHICS: Front page — Front gate at Warner Creek by Tahoma. Centerfold — (upper left) Helldun timber sale by Kurt Jensen, 
(bottom left) Windy Canyon timber sale by Northlight, (background) Warner women release celebration by Michael Omogrosso. 
Map by Mollie M. and Jim F. Back page — (background) Bison bipod at Warner Creek by Michael Omogrosso. Layout by Kim B. and Jim F. 
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1998 EF! Round River Rendezvous • June mp ^ 

North Umpqua * Southern Cascadia 


V oin us for what will surely be the finest Round 
I River Rendezvous to date. The site is at Twin 
/ Lakes Campground up the North Umpqua River 
in the beautiful Pacific Northwest, home to those 
endangered big trees you've read about. Twin Lakes 
is near the top of a mountain named for them (at 
least by the English speaking invaders naming things 
here for the last few centuries). They're about 50 
miles east of Roseburg, Oregon (8 miles south of the 
North Umpqua River) and are bordered on the east 
and south by the forest and streams of Copeland 
Creek — several square miles of fat southern 
Cascadian native woodland. The North Umpqua is 
a fantastic river to float, and the stretch downstream 
of Copeland Creek is Class III/IV. 

WILDERNESS ADVENTURES The rendezvous site at 
Twin Lakes/Copeland Creek is amidst lush native for- 
estland and the National Wild and Scenic North 
Umpqua River. Here are a few treasures to keep in mind 
when you hear the call of the wild: Copeland Creek 
ESOG (Ecologically Significant Old Growth) Area, 
North Umpqua Trail and Boulder Creek Wilderness. 
For detailed information on these and other amazing 
places in the area, contact the Diamond Lake Ranger 
District at (541) 498-2531. Cheap topo map photo- 
copies will be available at the RRR welcoming table. 

VOLUNTEERISM The Earth First! RRR is a communal 
gathering; everyone is encouraged to pitch in. During 
the RRR you can help by hauling water, gathering fire- 
wood, digging shitters, taking a turn at security (man- 
datory for vehicle owners) or welcoming newcomers. 
Please contact the RRR committee if you have medical 
training. Plan to help rehabilitate the site after the 


RRR OLYMPICS I Events will include bioregional ul- 
timate, the Umpqua Open Folf tournament (frisbee 
golf), archery (line setting/target), slingshot, climb- 
ing, map & compass, team lockdown, media manipu- 
lation, swimming, cat-and-mouse, concrete mixing 
and team tripods. Contestants must provide their own 
compasses, bike locks, folf discs, bows, arrows, sling- 
shots with ammo (no glass, plastic or metal). Climb- 
ing gear is helpful, but some will be available. 

ALE-COHOL Dozens of "microbreweries" operate 
across the Cascades producing the finest ales in the 
world. For your convenience, the 1998 RRR Ale com- 
mittee will provide you the opportunity to purchase 
mini-kegs of these locally brewed ales. If you would 
like to purchase a 5-gallon mini-keg, send $35 to 
the RRR Ale Committee by Solstice. Numerous local 
microbreweries are available (Deschutes, Full Sail, 
Bridgeport and Steelhead). Indicate what type (IPA, 
ESB, amber, brown, porter, stout) and which brew- 
ery you would like. Give us 2nd and 3rd choices. 
Make checks out to the EF! RRR, POB 1415, Eugene, 
OR 97440. [Call Jim at (541) 741-9193 if you have 
questions.] Homebrewing is heavily encouraged. On 
Saturday, July 4, homebrewers from around the coun- 
try are invited to show off their art alongside local 
microbrews at our BREWFEST! 

MEDIA FREDDIES AND CAMERAS Expect media and 
law enforcement to be sneaking around with cam- 
eras even though none of the three are invited. That 
is, not until our large, all-day party, the Eco Warriors 
Rally, on Sunday, July 5. On that day, locals, media 
and Freddies alike are invited to join us for the finest 
in EF! poetry, skits and musicianship. 


A WHITEWATER RENDEZVOUS! Eight miles from the 
RRR site is the North Umpqua River, one of the finest 
day-trip whitewater floats in all of Cascadia. The crys- 
talline waters, ancient forests and exciting rapids make 
this a trip not to miss. The RRR committee is organiz- 
ing floats throughout the week of the rendezvous. We'll 
even provide the gear. The tentative plan is to do 2 
types of trips: the lowbagger special, where we will ask 
for donations to cover costs ($5-10/person), and slid- 
ing-scale benefit trips, the proceeds of which will go to 
the campaign of your choice. We expect demand to 
outstrip our capacity to get people on the river, so get 
a crew together early and reserve a slot. If you own a 
boat or have guide training, consider joining up with 
us. For more info call Craig at (541) 741-9193. 

WHAT TO BRING Food (bulk donations appreciated), 
a blank t-shirt (to be screened on site), whitewater gear, 
musical instruments, sun protection, raingear, tarps, 
insect repellent, first aid supplies, large water contain- 
ers, buckets, water filter, compass, cooking and eating 
utensils, cookstove, birth and disease control, work- 
shop ideas and materials, backpack (you'll be hiking a 
few klicks), TP, and all other personal necessities. You 
can help post-rendezvous actions by bringing twine, 
rope, duct tape, tools (picks, shovels, pry bars, come- 
a-longs, monkeywrenches), pack food, banner-making 
supplies, costumes, radios, locks, chains, lockboxes, 
video and still cameras (for the action only). 

WHAT NOT TO BRING a round-trip ticket (we want 
you to stay all Summer), bad attitudes, shit beer, bio- 
logical, chemical or undercover agents, firearms, 
explosives, dangerous or low quality drugs, or any- 
thing you are not prepared to pack out. 


RRR is over. Please take responsibility for your camp. 

FUNDS The cost for this year's rendezvous is $25. 
The money goes towards expenses incurred hosting 
this year's event, seed $ for next year's RRR and the 
Winter Organizer's Conference. Make sure and bring 
some extra money for a commemorative 1998 RRR 
t-shirt and rafting! 

T-SHIRT CONTEST We are still accepting entries for 
the 1998 RRR T-SHIRT CONTEST. Please send en- 
tries ASAP to EF! RRR T-shirt, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 
97440. BRING BLANK T-SHIRTS to the RRR. There 
will be low-cost silk screening on site. 

COMMUNITY KITCHEN We intend to create an 
interregional kitchen space that is at once sponta- 
neous and planned, gourmet yet unpretentious, fun 
yet hard work, and like nothing that has come be- 
fore. Let us know if you want to be a part of this 
vision (donations of equipment, food, spices, sup- 
plies, etc. needed). Contact Feral at (541) 687-8064. 

RESPECT The RRR committee will make ^ watei 
every effort to address problems related to IZ + M 
alcohol and social gatherings. Offensive "Hiv 
(violent, abusive) alcohol-induced (of not) t 1 wile i 
behavior is not acceptable. In addition to iOPti 
an artists fire and the fools fire (where 
hardy artists are rewarded for their bold- cl 
ness), there will be an alcohol-free zone H \jp > 
and campfire for family and friends who 
don't wish to be around boozers. Sr f 

Natives we work with have been invited '"l / 
to join us for the duration of this year's 
RRR. Some traditionals are offended by / 
nudity, profanity, open displays of affec- 
tion, drinking and other licentious behav- / ^ 

iors occasionally found at EF! gatherings. ^ ^ 

A little discretion will go a long way to- 
wards maintaining harmony. ^ I*" 3 

WORKSHOPS AND CHILDCARE Let us 
know before the RRR if you plan to give a \ 
workshop or have an idea for one. We ex- J 
pect a large and diverse attendance this | 
year, so we strongly encourage you to j 
share your wealth of knowledge and ex- 
perience. For the youngsters, we plan to if 
have kid workshops and cooperative * 
childcare. If you have facilitation skills, 
please contact Pam at (541) 343-7305. 


FIRE The total number of campfires will be dictated by 
logistics and reason. Summer in the South Cascades is 
generally hot and dry, and duff fires are a danger. USE 
DESIGNATED FIRE RINGS ONLY! There will be briefs 
on planned response to fire. 

Stores The nearest good health food store is New” 
Day Quality Groceries in Roseburg. It is one block 
from Hwy. 138 (Diamond Lake Blvd.) at 210 E. Jack- 
son Street. Also in Roseburg is the Umpqua Brewpub 
at 328 E. Jackson Street. These nice folks serve some 
of the best ale in the state. On Hwy. 138, 15 miles 
west of the rendezvous site is a "last chance" gen- 
eral store. They have gasoline, water and a limited 
selection of food and beer, but close relatively at 9 
p.m. It is best to fill up with gas in Roseburg or 
Glide before you head up river. Please limit all 
hyperboycotting/shoplifting/grazing activities to 
, the large corporate food bins in Roseburg and other 
urban sinkholes. J 
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PETS Dogs are great, but DO NOT BRING YOUR 
DOG. They fight with each other, crap all over, snap 
at people, steal food, bark at night and generally 
disrupt goings-on — usually with little restraint or 
even awareness by the humans "responsible" for 
them. Also, the bears, cougars and other locals 
I would rather not have to deal with your pet. Dogs 
that are at the RRR must be leashed, penned or 
closely supervised. 

ERRATA The weather should be hot and dry, but the 
operative word is should. Early Cascadian Summer 
i selects against those who don't bring wet weather 
1 gear and SPF 30. The lakes are at about 5000’, so poi- 
Ison oak isn't a problem, however down the hill it 
ibecomes one. There are a few springs nearby for good 
prinking water and a few rattlesnakes and mosqui- 
ioes to help you drink from them. 

^HOW TO GET HERE Ride coordination will take place 
from Eugene. Call (541) 687-8064 if you need a ride 
or if you have room for riders in your vehicle. 

• Trains: Eugene and Portland, Oregon both have 
Amtrak and freight lines. For information on freight 
hopping (routes, crew-changes and basic how-to 
info), write to Hobos from Hell, c/o CFD, POB 11122, 
Eugene, OR 97440. 

• Planes: Both Portland and Eugene have airports. 

• Bikes and cars: FROM THE NORTH AND 1-5— 
Roseburg, OR is at about mile marker 120 on 1-5, that 
is, 120 miles north of Californy and about 180 miles 
south of Portland. From Roseburg take Hwy. 138 east 
(signs to Diamond Lake). At mile post 50 turn right 
up Twin Lakes Rd. (FS 4770), cross the bridge, go up 
about 8 miles and abandon your vehicle at the park- 
ing area. Walk a mile or so SW to the lakes. 

FROM THE EAST (North or South) — If you're com- 
ing down from Idaho or from the East and North, 
you'll hit Hwy. 97, either on the Columbia at Biggs, 
or around Bend. Keep going south on 97 for about 
75 miles and head west on Hwy. 138 (signs to Dia- 
mond Lake). If you're coming from the South, Hwy. 
138 is 63 miles north of Klamath Falls. Pass by Mt. 
Bailey and wave to the Paw timber sales in the Mt. 
Bailey roadless area. You'll be back to defend them 
later. Count down the mileage posts til' 50 (51 is 
Copeland Creek Road), cross the bridge and follow 
FS 47 70 to... RONDAYVOO! 

FOR GENERAL RRR INFO, contact EF!, POB 10384, 
Eugene, OR 97440; (541) 343-7305 or 344-8004. 
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scat and dens reveal the diversity of their 
diet, which can include mice, voles, rats, 
rabbits, fish, eggs, birds, reptiles, amphibians, 
crayfish and insects. When the population of 
one food source gets low, mink will switch 
to a more abundant prey. Still, mink are 
predators, and there will be a noticeable 
impact on prey populations. It is the 
responsibility of the liberator to guar- 
antee vulnerable and sensitive habitat 
is not compromised by a mass mink 
liberation. Mink are ferocious and 
caution should be taken to avoid 
releasing mink near concentrations 
of small animals such as chicken 
farms, where they may become de- 
pendent on easy prey. 

Transmitting diseases from captive- 
bred mink to wild mink is possible but 
rare. Modern mink farmers have de- 
voted years of research to keep their 
farms disease-free. 

There should be no hesitation to 
reintroduce healthy captive-bred mink. 
Native mink populations are drastically 
reduced, and liberated mink are sure to 
redistribute themselves to former habitat. The 
ideal environment is an undeveloped area with a 
nearby water source and infrequently used roads. In 
Wisconsin, concern from wildlife officials about the 
lack of mink along the Sheboygan River was an- 


influence to in- 


by Rod Coronado 


In 1990 Earth Firstlers and animal liberationists 
researched the release and reintroduction of a 
North American predator into the wild, the mink. 

Our research and the rescue, rehabilitation and 
release of 60 mink, four bobcats and two lynx led 
us to conclude that all predators imprisoned on 
the nation's 500 fur farms should be reintroduced 
into their natural habitat. Highly intelligent, fierce 
and very adaptive, mink and other predators have 
been anything but successfully domesticated. 

The ability of formerly captive mink to survive 
in the wild has rarely been questioned, only the 
impact these beautifully fierce predators have on 
the environment as they return to a wild life. The 
release of animals from fur farms is nothing new. In 
the former-Soviet Union, Iceland, Scandinavia, Eu- 
rope, Canada, United States and Britain, animal 
liberation raids as well as accidental and intentional 
releases from fur farms have resulted in mink and 
fox reintroduction into the environment. In Brit 
ain, where the entire wild mink population comes factors liberators can 


from fur farms, the ecological impact of non-native crease minks' survival rate and decrease any det- swered by the ALF, which in 1 996 released 400 mink 


mink has been measured. The water vole, whose 
depletion was at first blamed on mink, in fact, 
accounts for only two percent of the British mink's 
diet. Where mink compete with Britain's native 


rimental or permanent impact on the minks' new 
environment. The most important of these is the 
time of year a liberation takes place. Between July 
and January is best to avoid the breeding and kit- 


from a nearby fur farm. 

As the ALF opens cages, they not only liberate 
individual animals, but whole species. Liberations 
are not only a blow to the profit margins of fur 


otter population, the larger otters kill mink. 

Mink are native only to North America 7 and until 
the war against them began in the 1600s, they 
flourished in lakes and waterways across the country. 
By the early 20th century, fresh-water mink were 
largely extirpated from their former range by the 


bearing season. Releasing a late-term pregnant 
mink increases her energy requirements, and re- 
leasing female mink with a litter will result in 
abandonment of the kits. Male captive-bred mink 
have survived when released almost year-round, 
even in the Scandinavian environment. 


farmers but also a boost to North America's ravaged 
environment. With an absence of native predators, 
prey populations explode, spreading disease and 
harm to the ecological balance. By responsibly re- 
leasing fur farm predators, liberators help restore 
wounded ecosystems. 


commercial fur trade and habitat destruction. With All captive mink will be killed, 
wild mink populations no longer able to satisfy the and there is debate as to what 

demand for their fur, trappers in Canada and the US kind of death is most desirable, 

began the domestication and economic exploitation While some mink released from 

of mink and fox. Utah trappers first live-trapped fur farms near heavily traveled 

mink to breed in captivity in 1925. In 1927, the US roads may become road kill, many 

government opened its Experimental Furbearer Re- others survive, with better odds 

search Station in Oregon (shut down by the Animal than those in captivity. 
Liberation Front (ALF) in 1991) and began experi- The ALF often removes record- 
mentation in breeding and raising mink in captivity. keeping cards from cages when 

Captive-bred mink are genetically almost identical releasing mink. Even when re- 

to their wild counterparts. The only visible differences leased mink are recaptured, de- 

are behavior, fur quality and color. Black and dark cades of breeding records are lost, 

mink, those most commonly raised on fur farms, are leaving fur farmers without an 

closest genetically to wild mink. Captive-bred mink identification system to distin- 

that breed with wild mink produce offspring that lose guish fur-bearing "pelter" mink 

all visible traces of manipulated genes in one or two from breeder mink. This can push 

generations. A 1986 study in Devon, England, found fur farmers into bankruptcy as pelts 

that only three percent of the mink population exhib- fetch lowers prices due to lighter 

ited the genes of captive populations. fur color and diminished quality. 

These factors were the basis of our rehabilitation Given time, mink will flee the 
work with the mink, bobcats and lynx liberated in farm area once outside the guard 

1990. Volunteers placed mink in cages four times as fence (a four to five-foot fence 

large as their previous enclosures and introduced topped with electric wire or sheet 

objects such as logs, rocks, plants and water. Small metal to prevent escape once out 

baths allowed the mink to acquaint themselves with of the cage). Left inside the fence, 

water other than that coming from a nozzle or small some mink will linger because of 

dish. Their response was to submerge themselves and the smell of food, other mink and 

splashallthewateroutoftheirbaths. After dryingthey familiarity with her/his own nest 

groomed themselves — all signs of a healthy wild ani- box. Once the mink have left the 

mal. Once the mink built up muscular strength, we guard fence, the quickest natural 

focused on nurturing hunting instincts. Our project mode of distribution is a water- 

attempted to do everything possible to assure survival. way. A mink can travel over five 

Once the mink learned to kill live mice and rats, they miles in one night. A large num- 
took little interest in their pelleted scientific diet. ber of mink released in one area 

To minimize the demands of offspring on female will not stay concentrated but 
mink in their first season of freedom and to en- travel until they establish their 
courage breeding with wild mink, the captive-bred own territories, searching out 
mink were released far from human habitat and other mink only to breed, 
the release site of other captive-bred mink of the This leads to the issues of eco- 
opposite sex. On one release, a mink found an logical impacts of mass mink 
abandoned burrow and quickly moved in. Weeks liberations on the environment, 
later at another release site, mink tracks were found Mink are not specialized preda- 
along with droppings containing hair from a tors and will eat whatever prey 
preyed-upon animal. is available. Examination of mink 



In the early morning of December 6, 1997, five Finnish Animal 
Liberation Front activists were shot after entering a fur farm. They 
were attempting to take photos and discolor the fur of captive foxes 

J Yin. „ I.L. J _l i_ 
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Joni Purmonen was shot five times in his arms and legs. JaniSeppaiS 
was the most seriously injured. He was shot nine times; one shot 
penetrated his lungs. - *■* 

The activists managed to get to their car and drive away but were 
soon stopped by the police, arrested and taken to a hospital. 

Markku Kuisma was arrested and questioned for "aggravated 
assault." He was released after questioning, and no charges have 
been brought against him. After three days in custody, four of the 
activists were released, but Elina.was remanded. Jani stayed in the 
hospital for a week. They have all been charged with "aggravated 
breach of domestic peace." 

The Finnish Animal Liberation Front Supporters Group (EVR 
TukiRyhma or EVR TR) was formed the day after the arrests, when 
it organized a 130-person-strong solidarity demonstration outside 
the police station where the activists were held. Later, the demon- 
strators went to Markku Kuisma's farm. EVR TR supports the 
Finnish animal liberation prisoners by offering financial and moral 
support and helping them maintain contact with the outside 
world. The group demands the immediate release of- Elina and the 
imprisonment of Markku Kuisma. •. 

Any donations, big or small, are more than welcome. If you have, 
or if you are thinking of organizing a support action, please let us 

■ know so we can inform Elina. All photos, newspaper dippings, etc. 
are also welcome. 

Please write to Elina through EVR TR. 

Write to or organize demonstrations at Finnish embassies and 
consulates in your country. You could also write to them. Write the 
Finnish Ministry of (injustice at Oikeusministerio, Kari Hakamies 
at PL 1, 00131 Hki, Finland and tell them your opinion about this 
disgusting misuse of the legal system: a 19-year-old woman re- 
manded (and now on hunger strike) for minor offenses while a 
violent farmer who tried to kill five people walks free. Justice? ~ 

■ For more information and to express your outrage over this violence 
against activists contact EVR TR at PL 403, 00121 Hki, Fi n land. 
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THIS IS A PERSONAL ACCOUNT OF ONE OF THE MANY MINK FARM 
RAIDS IN NORTH AMERICA IN THE PAST YEAR AND A HALF. 


One late night, I sat on a small patch of grass under the stars, listening to 
the dried leaves rustle in the wind. Just a few moments passed, and I saw the 
headlights of a vehicle turn the corner and move towards me. After loading 
my gear into the trunk, I climbed into the front seat and exchanged anxious 
smiles with the driver. She gave my hand a quick squeeze before steering the 
car (which had been rented in an untraceable manner) back onto the road. 
We were on our way. 

Stopping only to eat and refuel, we drove all night and day. A few hours 
after the sun disappeared, we met up with a man we knew 
and trusted. We sat down to discuss our plans. Taking 


CONFESSIONS OF A 


LIBERATOR 



vehicle and drove about an hour away where we camped for the 
remainder of the morning. 

After resting, we brought out the radio scanner, dark disposable 
clothing, flashlights, wire cutters, gloves, spray paint and ski masks. 
We needed to purchase packaged envelopes, paper and stamps (to 
send a communique after the action) as well as back-up batteries. We fueled up 
the car and drove by our target once (and only once) during the daylight to further 
familiarize ourselves with the surroundings. 

We spent the rest of the afternoon and evening taking apart all of our 
equipment and wiping it down inside and out to remove fingerprints. We went 
over every detail of the plan in our heads and mentally prepared ourselves for 
whatever we might encounter and the consequences we might face. 

We checked our equipment before setting out. We made our way back to the 

concentration 

camp, again 
making sure we 
were not fol- 
lowed. Just as 
we had done the 
night before, we 
checked and se- 
cured the scanner, emptied our pockets and hid the key. 

As we neared the farm, we pulled our ski masks down and set right to 
work, cutting short, wide holes along the bottom of the fence as well 
as one large enough for us to exit in a hurry if necessary. Each of us 
entered a different barn and began unlatching the cages, cutting those 
that were wired shut. 

After opening about a dozen cages, I paused for a brief moment to shine 
my flashlight across them and saw a shiny, sleek figure hop out of her 
hellhole and scurry across the ground out of the barn. As much as I 
wanted to focus on and appreciate each and every animal finding its way 
to freedom, I could not do so at the expense of those who would be left 
behind. I had to spend every moment on the farm opening cages to allow 
as many mink as possible a fighting chance at a natural life. 

I continued my work, frantically unlatching .and cutting wires. 
While I worked, several mink ran across the top of the cages, and I 
could feel them scurrying about my feet. Before long, these feisty 
critters were all over the place, running this way and that, playing and 
fighting with each other. Every now and then I would briefly stop my 
work to separate two of the little guys and shoo them towards the 
outer fence where they would find their freedom. 

At one point I heard, or thought I heard, a sudden slamming noise. 
"The mink have woken the farmer," I thought. "Here he comes." I 
looked to the end of the barn towards the farmer's house. Struggling to 
adjust my focus (in almost complete darkness) I made out a light- 
colored, upright figure. Were my eyes playing tricks on me or was 
someone standing there? I grew very uneasy and almost nauseous as I 
imagined "Farmer John" angry as a wasp evicted from his nest but 
much more dangerous, standing in the doorway holding a rifle. I 
prepared myself for the worst and tried again in vain to focus on the 
figure at the end of the shed. 

I reminded myself that it's always better to be safe than sorry, so I 
quickly and quietly left the shed. I looked for my partners, and, not finding 
them, my anxiety increased. I moved across the adjacent field and found some 
thick, dark bushes where I hid and watched for about 20 minutes. I saw 
nothing out of the ordinary and no lights were turned on so I crept back across 
the field and re-entered the compound. I ducked into the sheds that my 
friends were working on to be doubly sure that all was well. I found them 
working away undeterred so I went back to my shed and continued 
opening cages. 

The work was very tiring, and I could feel my bones ache 

NEVER LIVE with the monotony of the routine. But I kept going. I could 


special care to be sure we didn't have any unwelcome company, we hit the 
road again and headed for our final destination. 

Using detailed maps, we made many, many turns (some wrong) off the main 
road. We found the address we were looking for and quickly located some 
thick brush where we hid the car. 

We brought a radio scanner that had already been programmed to monitor all 
the local and state law enforcement frequencies. One of my 
comrades double-checked it was working and that the controls i S’ (~\\ 1 1 P) 
were set appropriately, secured it in her j acket pocket and inserted ■ k-UULL/ 
the small earphone in her ear. Throughout the reconnaissance 
and the raid, she would listen carefully in case the farmer or a 1 11 u T u 1 ' l-iyu. never live with myself if I didn't open as many cages as was 
neighbor reported any suspicious activity or in case an undetected \a/|“TI_J AA VC F I F humanly possible. I lost count at 500. 
alarm caused an officer to be dispatched to the farm. ** I I rl / \ I ✓ L L I when I finished my shed, I checked on the others to see if 

We also made sure no one was carrying any loose articles, wearing 1C I FliniJPT they needed help. Finding their sheds empty, I moved on to the 

II I ft# Ilf II I next one , an( j we finished it off together. Then, sadly, it was our 

pre-designated cut-off time. Though there were many more sheds 
full of prisoners, we had to leave for the rising sun would 
provide no cover for our escape (or the minks'). 

We marked some of the empty sheds with spray paint and 

then retreated. As we fled, we 

HUMANLY POSSIBLE. “S y o m „“^ 

side, we stopped for a moment to note the many dark figures gliding and 
scampering through the fields toward the creek. 

Using the moon as our guide, we found our way back to the hidden vehicle. 
We briefly shared our experiences as we walked: Each of us had found several 
mink dead and decaying in their cages. 

We piled our soaked, sore and muddied bodies into the car and made 
frustrated faces at each other because, though we were excited, we could not talk 
in the car. We drove silently back down the dark roads to our campsite where 
we sorted our things, throwing all clothes and shoes into the campfire and 
placing tools into bags to be safely and immediately discarded. 

We talked a little more about our experiences, what we could do better next 
time, made plans to meet again and shared warm hugs before embarking on our 
long journey home. During the following day's drive, we heard news reports of 
the raid on the radio. We smiled proudly with the satisfaction that many mink 
had a chance at freedom that day, and that the fur trade had just become a little 
bit less profitable. "Farmer John" just might go out of business. 


jewelry or anything else that could inadvertently be left behind. The last 
thing we did was hide the door key near the car so that if one person should 
, nm into trouble, the others would have transportation. Our pockets were 
empty except for flashlights and gloves. We were ready to go. 

We knew how important it was to be familiar with the area so we scouted 
around on foot for about an hour. Of course, while on or near roads, we 
made ourselves invisible anytime we saw or heard a car in the distance. A C 

We located a creek that ran through the area and out to more open, wilder 
spaces. We also made note of the darkest areas for hiding and which side of the road 
was least lit, setting up an emergency rendezvous point in case we were separated. 

Cutting across several large fields to get to the back fence of the mink farm, 
we hunched over and let our arms hang down so that, if anyone was watching, 
we wouldn't look human. 

After checking for alarms, trip wires and video cameras, we easily climbed the 
back fence and entered the concentration camp. Still watching carefully for alarms, 
etc., we hurried through the many sheds/bringing thousands of mink to attention. 

We took note of the cages, four rows of them in each shed — filthy, corroded 
cages that provided no bedding for mink who would normally build nests in the 
wild. Simple latches held most of the cage doors shut, but some had pieces of 
heavy gauge wire securing the doors. 

Once we learned what we needed to know, we retreated to the field behind the 
farm and sat under an old willow tree for a few hours, watching the compound 
to see if anyone was aware of the intrusion. Tonight we would leave the critters 
behind, but we would return. We hiked through the fields and creeks back to the 


OPEN AS MANYl 

■CAGES 
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Cuddy Mountain Victory 

For the first time in 12 years, Idaho 
environmentalists won a timber sale 
lawsuit in the 9th Circuit Court. In 
early March, two judges ruled that 
the US Forest Service (USFS) violated 
the National Environmental Policy 
Act and the National Forest Manage- 
ment Act (NFMA) with the Grades/ 
Duke timber sale in the Payette Na- 
tional Forest in western Idaho. Neigh- 
bors of Cuddy Mountain and the 
Idaho Sporting Congress filed the law- 
suit. Grades/Duke is the first of four 
sales planned in the Cuddy Moun- 


tain Roadless Area. 






The court ruled that the USFS vio- 
lated NFMA by failing to show that 
Grades/Duke would be consistent with 
the Payette Forest Plan. The plan re- 
quires that a minimum of five percent 
old growth be- retained within the 
home range of the pileated wood- 
pecker, a management indicator spe- 
cies in old-growth-habitat. The ruling 
also found that the USFS failed to 
adequately describe its mitigating mea- 
sures" to off-set the increased sediment 

in three creeks of the sale area. 

. ‘ _ - , 

Return of the Rider Defeated 

Oregon Congressman Bob Smith's 
attempt to resuscitate the Salvage 
Rider was killed by a 201-181 vote in 
the House of Representatives on 
March 27. The Smith Bill, HR 2515, 
would have created an off-budget fund j 
to encourage "forest health" logging 
paid for by logging receipts. 

The proposed Forest Recovery and 
Protection Act of 1998 sought to es- 
tablish so-called Recovery Areas to 
encourage cutting in any area "that 
has experienced disturbances from 
wildfires, insect infestations, disease, 
or other causes or that may be suscep- 
tible to future disturbances." 

During the debate, Congressman 
Sherwood Boehlert (R-NY) offered an 
amendment to codify the moratorium 
on further roadbuilding in (some) 
roadless areas. His amendment passed, 
signaling wide bipartisan leanings to- 
ward zero cut. 

Heartwood Kicks USFS Ass 

The Mark Twain Regional Forester, 
Robert Jacobs, withdrew two huge 
clearcut-style timber sales near Poplar 
Bluff, Missouri, recently. This action 
makes a total of five Mark Twain Na- 
tional Forest logging projects stopped 
by the efforts of Heartwood activists 
since the first of this year. 

The two sales, Carter Comer and 
Pleasant Valley, were withdrawn be- 
cause of inadequate justification for 
the use of clearcutting and failure to 
properly consider logging effects on 
the federally endangered Indiana bat. 
The Pleasant Valley project called for 
logging on 3,823 acres. 

A judge had previously found that 
the USFS violated the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act and issued an injunction for- 
bidding any cutting in the area pend- 
ing a full hearing. Jacobs chose to 
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. Columbia, MO 65205; (573) 443-6832; 

heartwod@mail.coin.missouri.edu. 

ftot a Fish Tale! 

A 63-foot Norwegian fishing trawler 
was recently sunk by a huge catch. of 
herring in its net. The crew tried to 
haul in the net, but the whole school 
of herring swam for the bottom, cap- 
sizing the boat. Oslo's Dagbladet news- 
paper reported that panicked crew 
members tried to cut the net loose, but 
the vessel was sinking so fast, thesixof 
them had to abandon ship. 


N uclear War 

in Germany 



continued from front page 

Throughout the 250-mile odyssey of the casks, there 
were protests. When the casks left the reactor site by truck 
at Neckarwesthein in southern Germany, an activist blocked 
the road with an old station wagon and attached himself 
to it. Two dozen police finally picked up the car, demon- 
strator attached, and moved it to the side of the road. 

Further north, Greenpeace activists locked themselves 
to the rail tracks. The police couldn't figure out how to get 
them off, so they pulled up the entire section of track and 
laid down a new one. But as the loaded train neared 
Ahaus, thousands of people poured out in opposition. 
Many were camped at X-4, the only unbusted action 
camp remaining, and actions to blockade the coming 
train began in earnest. There were several attempts to get 
"on the railway tracks around the nuclear waste storage 
facility. About three-hundred hesitant people in a group 
were not sure if they dared break police lines. Only a few 
ended up on the rails and were swiftly removed by several 
hundred police officers. Police with heavy body armor, 
dogs and even tanks patrolled the area. Water cannons 
were readied for a riot. The huge concrete buildings of the 


stopped at the demo. It was a performance stage, and the 
German punk band Die Toten Hosen began a concert. After 
a few songs, the police decided it was enough, destroyed 
the sound system, arrested the truck driver and threw the 
band off the stage. It took the entire day to remove people 
from the railway crossing. 

After police cleared the area, another group positioned 
itself at a railway crossing about a kilometer down the tracks. 
People quickly moved to this area. In an hour or so, the rails 
were blocked by over 1,000 sitting people. More and more 
police arrived, water cannons were brought in and military 
police arrived in helicopters. It felt like the last big battle of 


Police-protecting and serving 


Government-issue German storm 
waste storage facility were brightly lit. It seemed the 
whole area was holding its breath. Every now and then a 
police helicopter flew over the area with a bright spot- 
light, keeping the camp from sleeping. Late at night 
another group of several hundred left the camp and 
walked through the forest to another section of the 
railway track. The helicopter followed them while big 
gangs of riot police waited for them at the railway cross- 
ings. After moving across some fields, the activists found 
themselves on the railway track. They started digging 
away the soil until they were disrupted by the police. The 
police began searching the forests for activists. About 120 
people were arrested at this action and were held until the 
train arrived at its destination. 

The following morning, a group walked through an 
industrial area and ended up at a railway crossing guarded 
by large numbers of Berlin riot police. On the other side of 
the track, the main demonstration was visible. After some 
debate and negotiation, the police decided to let the 
growing group of late-comers cross the rails to join the 
demo. It was a tactical mistake that resulted in over 200 
people sitting down on the rails. Soon the activists were 
locked in by the police, who first tried to remove them by 
force, resulting in wounded people and a lot of pain holds. 
After some people were thrown out of the blockade, the 
police halted and decided on another tactic. They carried 
people one by one out of the sit-down blockade, hand- 
cuffed them with plastic "quick cuffs" and put them in 
buses for transport. Several riots ensued after activists tried 
to block the buses transporting the arrested. People tried to 
get on the rails next to the sitting action; some of them 
even managed to lock themselves to the rail. They too were 
arrested and taken away until the train passed. 

Suddenly, a truck drove through the police lines and 


a war. People waited on 
hills and fields around the 
tracks, and slowly the po- 
lice tried to remove ev- 
eryone from up and 
around the rails. Police 
began throwing protest- 
| ers off the tracks, while 
!■ military police hunted for 
S people in the fields . It took 
| the police hours to re- 
| move everyone; water 
I cannons proved ineffec- 
| tive against a big group of 
activists in rain suits on a 
hill next to the rails. More 
troopers attack nonviolent nuclear activists, people locked themselves 
to the rails; others sabotaged the tracks. It took mechanics 
from the German railway an hour to repair the rails. When 
more helicopters with military police arrived (at one mo- 
ment 10 helicopters hovered over the area), it became 
evident the train was near. A special police train came but 
had to wait until the rails were repaired. Some people that 
had climbed in trees next to the rails were brutally removed; 
the police just started sawing down the trees with people still 
in them! When night fell, the fields were crawling with the 
police. Helicopters hovered low over the area, and the train 
came past while the activists screamed and cried out. It was 
a very long train carrying six casks. 

The next morning many people from Ahaus went to join 
the big demonstration in Munster against the nuclear 
transports. On the road there, all vehicles looking like they 
contained anti-nuclear activists were stopped and searched. 
Over 10,000 people marched and demonstrated there for 
four hours while speakers, musicians and entertainers 
performed for the crowd. 

Those who support the concept of moving waste to an 
"interim" dump without closing the reactors that create the 
waste must look to the root of the situation. Simply put, the 
people of Ahaus, US activists opposed to the Mobile Chernobyl 
bill and other nuclear resisters around the globe understand 
that radioactive waste transport to "interim" sites is for the 
convenience of the nuclear power industry, not for the safety 
of the public or the protection of the environment. 

Germany has proved once again that it is possible to 
move radioactive waste wherever a determined govern- 
ment wants. More importantly, however, Germany has 
proven that it is not possible to move it without creating an 
untenable reality: It takes a police state to move a radioac- 
tive, waste cask, and neither Germany nor the US is pre- 
pared for the inevitable repercussions. 
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Um Hum taatr 


by Nate Blakeslee 

There's nothing like an angry mob chanting out- 
side the hearing room to add some excitement to an 
otherwise boring regulatory railroading of the people 
of Texas. In February., final hearings on the pro- 
posed Sierra Blanca low-level radioactive waste dump 
at the Stephen F. Austin building near the state 
capitol were greeted by a 200-person nuclear circus 
parade protesting the ridiculously expensive and 
one-sided hearing process. Flying the banner of the 
Sierra Blanca Legal Defense Fund (SBLDF), clowns, 
"radiation rangers" and giant puppets paraded 
through downtown Austin to the site of the hear- 
ings. As an official party in the contested hearing, 
SBLDF already had a dog in the fight on the 12th 
floor. But its under-funded legal team (one attorney 
and no expert witnesses) was like a poodle in a room 
full of Doberman-lawyers. These suits were hired by 
the state and the utility companies to ram through 
this unwanted nuke dump, which would bring 
utility waste from Texas, Maine and Vermont to a 
low-income border community in far west Texas. 

Protests have followed the hearings across the state, 
as the charade moves back and forth from west Texas 
to Austin. Five protests in two weeks of hearings, 
including one in Mexico City, garnered international 
press coverage and put some heat on Governor George 
W. Bush, a long-time supporter of the dump. Because 
of the widespread disapproval in Mexico, the ruling 
PRI party has come out in unprecedented opposition. 


wwu 

judges are expected to announce their approv... 
uh, that is, their decision, on the license by mid 
May. The three Bush-appointed Texas Natural Re- 
sources Conservation Commissioners are expected 
to complete the charade with a final ruling on the 
license in early June. If nothing else, the hearing 
record created by this case, veering daily between 
subtle repression and outright farce, should pro- 
vide a clear road map for an appellate judge to 
review, an avenue SBLDF may pursue. Another 
potential avenue is killing the dump through po- 
litical channels when the Texas Legislature returns 
next year. The Texas House of Representatives has 
already soured on the deal, which was barely kept 
alive last year by Governor Bush and Lt. Governor 
Bob Bullock. A third possibility is defeating the 
Texas-Maine-Vermont nuclear waste compact bill 
(S. 270) that just passed the Senate on April 1. This 
will allow Maine, Vermont and other states to 
dump their nuclear wastes in Texas. It now sits in 
a conference committee awaiting negotiations. A 
fourth possibility to halt the dump was demon- 
strated last month by opponents in Ward Valley, 
California, who summoned several hundred de- 
fenders to occupy the sacred site in the Mojave 



Clowns, "radiation rangers" and giant puppets decry the dump. 

desert. Sierra Blanca opponents not only stand in 
solidarity with Ward Valley but are also looking to 
California for some direction on what the future 
may hold for west Texas. 

For further information contact Sierra Blanca Le- 
gal Defense Fund at POB 18087, Austin, TX 78760; 
(512) 447-8906; heart@igc.apc.org and Austin EF! at 
POB 7292, University Station, Austin, Texas 78713; 
(512) 478-7666; entropy@eden.com. 



by Ben Doon 

The public outcry to stop the Vail 
Corporation from destroying the Two 
Elk Roadless Area fell on the deaf ears 
of the Eagle County Commissioners 
in March. Eagle County, Colorado held 
special hearings to consider the envi- 
ronmental impacts of Vail's proposed 
Category III expansion. The original 


Category I expansion was the 1962 
agreement with the US Forest Service 
(USFS) allowing the development of 
the resort. Following the Category II 
development phase of the 1980s, the 
most recent development proposal 
would add 2,200 acres of skiable ter- 
rain to the Vail resort. Sixty of the 70 
people who testified at the hearing 
opposed the expansion. 

"These are not nice people that we're 
dealing with here," said Earle Bidez, 


mayor of the nearby town of Min turn. 
"These are people who want to maxi- 
mize their investment and take it out 
of the valley." Minturn is a rural com- 
munity struggling to maintain its roots 
amidst sprawling resort development. 

Long-time skiers also ventecl dis- 
gust with the project. "I love Vail, I 
truly feel it's the best ski area in the 
world, I truly do. But enough is 


enough," said Anne Egan, Vail skier 
since 1966. "It is time for Vail Associ- 
ates to leave some wide-open spaces 
for wildlife. Bachelor Gulch used to 
be a prime calving area for elk; now it 
is a prime playground for the rich and 
famous," she said, referring to Vail 
Associate's recent ski development at 
its Beaver Creek resort. 

The Two Elk Roadless Area, located 
south of Vail, is an unprotected wilder- 
ness, an important refuge for forest 


interior species and habitat for the 
imperiled lynx. Since 1935, only four 
lynx have been documented in Colo- 
rado; three sightings were reported in 
the immediate vicinity of the proposed 
Category III expansion. Vail's deal with 
the USFS will bring the resort lifestyle 
into some of the last, best old-growth 
habitat for lynx in the southern Rockies . 

Even without this expansion, Vail 
is the largest ski mountain in North 
America, with the existing Vail resort 
boasting 4,600 acres of skiable ter- 
rain. But being the biggest has not 
satisfied Vail's greed. Besides Vail 
Mountain, Vail Inc. also controls Bea- 
ver Creek, Arrowhead, Bachelor 
Gulch, Keystone and Breckenridge ski 
resorts (all on public land), giving 
Vail Inc. almost half of the skier mar- 
ket share in Colorado. 

The USFS has agreed to the construc- 
tion of four lifts, 12.2 miles of road and 
ski ways, a 350-seat restaurant that will 
span Two Elk Creek, ski patrol build- 
ings, two warming shelters/food service 
buildings, utilities, water and sewage. 
Twelve-hundred logging trucks would 
be needed to haul away six million 
board feet of virgin spruce and fir. In 
return for the destruction of this pris- 
tine roadless area, the public would get 
back a pitiful 1.5 cents on every dollar 
made by Vail Inc. on this expansion, or 
less than $1 for every $56 lift ticket. 

Vail Inc. is a master at exploiting 
public land for massive profits. Last 
year it had net revenues of $291 mil- 
lion. The corporation is now on the 
New York Stock Exchange. The day 
the company went public in 1997, 
Vail Inc.'s top three investors made 
$64.4, $59.4 and $32.1 million. Vail 
Resort Management Company already 
owns six hotels, 72 restaurants, 40 
retail and rental outlets and over 1,300 


residential condominiums. 

Vail Inc.'s ultimate goal for this 
roadless area invasion is not more ski- 
able terrain; the cash cow is selling 
condos. Vail has an option to buy 50 
percent of 6,000 acres of private land 
called the Gilman tract on Vail's front 
side, just south of Minturn. In places, 
this property is only one mile from 
Category III. Vail Inc.'s privately hired 
biologist, Rick Thompson even said, "I 
thought the private land east of High- 
way 24 was confidential. How did this 
make it into the Environmental Im- 
pact Statement? Development of this 
land and a connection to the Category 
III area could have significant wildlife 
impacts. Consideration of this devel- 
opment exacerbates cummulative im- 
pacts, particularly with respect to the 
lynx movement corridor and elk win- 
ter range issues. " After years of denying 
any secret plan for a major new real 
estate development near Minturn, Vail 
admitted under oath in a court case 
this February that it has been investi- 
gating the possibility for a new base 
area, village-to-village gondolas and 
luxury condominiums. 

The Eagle County Commissioners 
will not make a decision until late 
April, and their power is limited since 
this is federal land. TheTwo Elk Roadless 
Area is closed to construction for elk 
calving season until June 30. On July 1, 
we expect Vail to begin bulldozing 
roads through the forest. Ancient For- 
est Rescue, with the help of commu- 
nity members, is planning a gathering 
in the area during the last week of June. 
We're seeking a court injunction, but 
keep your ears open for a summer cam- 
paign. For more information you can 
contact AFR at POB 7566, Boulder, CO 
80306; (303) 492-6870; http:// 
bcn.boulder.co.us/environment/vail. 



Double black diamonds or pristine roadless forests ? 
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yadana Pipeline 


Extracting gas and displacing communities inasia 


continued from front page 

In a profit-sharing contract with the 
Burmese junta and Thailand's Petro- 
leum Authority (PIT), Unocal and 
Total launched a plan to build a pipe- 
line to transport the gas across the 
region of southern Burma called the 
Tenasserim. To many this seemed ex- 
traordinarily unrealistic. The pipeline 
had to cross rough, mountainous ter- 
rain where earthquakes are common. 
And the region has been a war zone for 
decades, with Karen, Mon and other 
ethnic guerrillas fighting for au- 
tonomy. Further, the route cuts 
through rich monsoon rainforest, 
the habitat of many rare species. 

These drawbacks did not dissuade 
the companies. Battalions of Burmese 
troops were shifted to the pipeline 
area and commenced a scorched- 
earth campaign that relocated and 
destroyed entire villages. Suspected 
opponents were hunted down, tor- 
tured, raped and massacred. Hun- 
dreds of thousands of Karens and 
Mons were taken captive as forced 
laborers, to build a "death railway," 
roads and new army bases in the 
vicinity of the pipeline route. When 
reports of these massive human rights 
violations reached the outside world, 
Unocal and Total officials insisted 
that the security campaign was justi- 
fied. In 1995, Unocal president John 
Imle, one of the principle instigators 
of the Yadana project, warned, "If 
you threaten the pipeline there's 
gonna be more military. If forced 
labor goes hand and glove with the 
military, yes, there will be more forced 
labor. For every threat to the pipeline 
there will be a reaction." 

By late 1997, the Burmese portion 
of the pipeline had been laid, with a 
wide swath of forest cut for its path 
and thousands of troops guarding 
the route. International efforts to stop 
it had gained more and more support, 
but to no avail. Demonstrations at 
Unocal/Union 76 gas stations in the 
US persisted until Unocal sold off all 
its US operations, including the gas 
stations. The Oil, Chemical and Atomic 
Workers labor union joined in pro- 
tests against the Yadana pipeline, as 
Unocal "downsized" more and more 
US workers to concentrate on its Asian 
schemes (which also include a pipe- 
line in cooperation with Afghanistan's 
Taliban). Twenty locations, including 
the state of Massachusetts, New York 
City and San Francisco, enacted laws 
banning state/city business with com- 
panies that do business in Burma. Law- 
suits were filed against Unocal 
executives on behalf of the victims of 
the brutal pipeline security campaign. 
The corporations were held account- 
able by the public, the press and even 
the courts, but the pipeline still crossed 
the degraded land up to Burma's bor- 
der with Thailand. 

Thailand's energy moguls have pro- 
moted the "need" for more and more 
electricity to provide a prosperous 
population with air-conditioned 
townhouses, mega-malls, ice-rinks, 
multiplexes, chip factories and so on. 
With a bad case of disregard for the 
environment and symptoms that in- 
clude outrageous urban air pollution, 
filthy seacoast and rivers, a passion for 
plastic throw-aways, trade in endan- 
gered species and a point-of-no-re- 
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turn deforestation rate, Thailand has 
fueled a construction boom with non- 
renewable energy expansion. "Cheap" 
Burmese gas seemed perfect (even 
though it's not so cheap when kick- 
backs to the Burmese junta are fac- 
tored in). It was decided that a new 
electrical plant would be needed to 
use the Yadana gas. And, not coinci- 
dentally, the forests of the Tenasserim 
were secured so that rapacious Thai 
timber firms could enter and clearcut 
them once Karen and Mon villagers 


and rebels were eradicated. 

Burma's underground environmen- 
tal group, Green November, and Thai- 
land-based organizations like Earth 
Rights International, Images Asia and 
Southeast Asia Information Network 
have documented the pipeline hor- 
rors, and the Thai press provided good 
coverage. As construction was about 
to commence in Thailand, some local 
groups woke up and smelled the eco- 
cide coming across the border. Thai 
academics raised objections to PTT's 
hasty, superficial Environmental Im- 
pact Assessment. They questioned the 
pipeline's effect on Thai forests, in- 
cluding the habitat of the endangered 
royal crab and Kitti's hog-nosed bat, 
the smallest mammal in the world. 
Studies by independent ecologists in- 
dicated that the pipeline's construc- 
tion would damage the watershed's 
limestone caves, the only place the 
tiny bats are found. 

In the summer of 1997, Thailand's 
high-speed economy crashed. The 
currency's value plunged, unemploy- 
ment grew and construction projects 
ground to a halt for lack of funds. A 
corrupt administration was replaced. 
But the new government was as be- 
holden to big business as the previous 
one. In a last ditch attempt to stop the 
pipeline, Mon refugee Buddhist monks 
living in Thailand called for protesters 
to camp out on the pipeline route. In 
December, members of Thai environ- 
mental groups and some local villag- 


ers set up the blockade camp in the 
Huay Kaeng nature reserve. Construc- 
tion ceased, and soon Thai army troops 
were brought to the area. 

In response to the protest, PTT 
launched a major ad campaign and 
paid village headmen to pledge sup- 
port to the pipeline. The opposition 
to the pipeline was bolstered by a 
huge rally/concert in Bangkok featur- 
ing Karabao, Thailand's indigo batik- 
clad answer to the Grateful Dead. As 
the camp-out continued, reports ap- 
peared of herds of wild 
elephants in the area, 
which the protesters lo- 
cated and videotaped. 
Not only is the world's 
smallest mammal 
threatened, the habitat 
of the largest land mam- 
mal faces destruction as 
well. PTT's assessment 
failed to mention the 
presence of elephants. 
Activists and reporters 
began to reveal a pat- 
tern of deception by PTT 
about the project as a 
whole. They questioned 
the need for the new 
electricity generating 
plant, given the down- 
turn in the economy; 
they questioned the 
price of the gas and the 
secrecy of PTT's con- 
tract with the Burmese 
energy ministry. 

In late February, ten 
| days of hearings were 
§ called by the govern- 
| ment. After testimony 
£ by PTT and by pipeline 
° opponents, a report was 
issued calling merely to 
safeguard the forests and 
villages along the route during con- 
struction. The pipeline was to go ahead, 
even though the generating plant 
would not be ready in time to receive 
it. In fact there are doubts that it can 
be built at all given the financial cli- 
mate. Worse yet, it was recommend 
that construction be speeded up. 

For three months, the protests suc- 
ceeded in preventing construction of 
the pipeline. But on March 1, PTT 
started cutting in the area, despite the 
protesters. On March 2, the heavy 
machinery was moved in. Five days 


continued from page 3 
associated with KKK racists. None of 
this excuses the fact that instead of 
admitting that three million additional 
first world Americans a year is too 
many, and advocating bold, effective 
steps to reduce immigration (like re- 
pealing NAFTA and ending all US mili- 
tary aid to foreign, oppressive regimes), 
these Earth Firstlers chose to parrot the 
"racist" line being spewed by 
progressives and in so doing sought to 
quell even this modest dialogue about 
US population growth. 

The Sierra Club's decision on this 
initiative will be final before the Journal 
goes to press. Regardless of the out- 
come of the election, the points raised 
by it will not go away. If the proposal 
loses, the Earth First! movement still 


later, 50 students and activists who 
had been camping in the forest were 
arrested. Police used water cannons to 
break up the protest. 

The fate of the Yadana pipeline, 
built at such terrible cost to indig- 
enous peoples and forests, may lie in 
less pacifist actions. Several pipeline 
workers have already been killed by 
Karen rebels in Burma, who at one 
point vowed to turn the pipeline 
into "a snake of fire" if it was ever 
completed. Worried oihcompany 
managers reportedly tested the ef- 
fect of landmines on a pipe section 
recently. A small army of fervent 
Karen guerrillas, led by visionary twin 
nine-year-old boys, has risen up in 
the area. And a veteran Mon rebel 
leader has suggested that the forces 
of nature will destroy the pipeline 
with one of the severe earthquakes 
that periodically shake the 
Tenasserim. 

In the United States, protests con- 
tinue against Unocal for inflicting its 
pipeline scheme on Burma and Thai- 
land. "Unocal's strategy to expand in 
Asia is tainted with the blood of hu- 
man rights abuses in Burma," Pam 
Wellner of Free Burma —No Petro$ 
commented recently. First they 
helped destroy the environment in 
Burma, and now they are moving on 
to Thailand." Bhinand Jotiroseranee, 
a leader of the Thai protesters, also 
condemns the Los-Angeles-based mul- 
tinational: "Unocal is accountable 
for this environmental destruction and 
are showing disrespect to local people 
who have cherished elephants, for cen- 
turies," he stated. 

For more information on the cam- 
paign to get oil companies out of 
Burma (including an upcoming dem- 
onstration at Unocal's annual share- 
holders' meeting), contact Free 
Burma — No Petro$, International 
Rivers Network, 1847 Berkeley Way, 
Berkeley CA 94703; 

freeburma@igc.org. Letters of pro- 
test about the Burma/Thailand pipe- 
line can be sent to Mr. Roger Beach, 
CEO Unocal Corp., 2141 Rosecrans, 
Suite 4000 El Segundo, CA 90245. 

Edith T. Mirante is director of Project 
Maje, an information project on Burma's 
human rights and environment, and au- 
thor of Burmese Looking Glass: A Hu- 
man Rights Adventure (Atlantic 
Monthly Press). 


needs to address the serious ecological 
questions posed by immigration and 
examine the knee-jerk response to the 
issue. If it wins, instead of bemoaning 
the fact that the "racists" have won, we 
might better work outside and inside 
the Sierra Club to ensure the policy is 
not used to attack immigrants or as 
substitute for real, substantive reduc- 
tions in US consumption. Rather, it 
should be the impetus to attack the 
forces that drive immigration. 

Garth Kahl has been an Earth Firstler for 
over 10 years. He is also a progressive and 
has defended abortion clinics, volunteered 
for the Sandinista regime in Nicaragua, is 
an organic farmer and agronomist and 
works roughly three months of the year in 
Latin America with peasant cooperatives 
and others. His ancestors were immigrants. 



Toward a policy at the border 



Gettin g Those #&£)©% CBs to Work 


ehtantl I 


by Thuja 

Last issue we touched on some 
basics of VHF and UHF radio 
communications. This time we'll 
wrestle with that old bane of the 
field campaigner, 
citizens band (CB) *3:1 tC 
radio. Aslousy as most ' V 

CBs are, they're cheap, \ 

readily available and' -U-umqiuoj 
legal to use. Hence," 5 ;';*' ' : "' r 
they are bften found in ^ 
grassroots, shoestring r 
campaigns. In general, 

CBs are under-powered s 

and foul sounding, but ^ 

with a little work, they 
can be made to work i : i L r 

r channel 

for many scenarios. 

You will need to 
secure a solid source of 12-volt 
power if you plan to run CBs. 
Transmitting eats power. Photo 
voltaic, wind, strong vehicle alter- 
nators, pedal power setups, tons of 
marine batteries, whatever, if you 
plan to operate systems in the field 
for any length of time, a ready 
supply of amperage must be found. 
Running some 110-volt inverters 
off the same supply as your 
communications systems will 
create unacceptable levels of 
noise. When you are running 
alternators or generators, it's a J( 
good idea to place a noise k 

suppressor in the line (avail- 
able at Radio Shack or your i 

local CB shop). Use heavy T 

wire, at least 12 gauge or larger u 
(10 or 8), between your power f 
source and the radios. 

It's hard to tell you what to 
look for in radios. There are so 
many different makes and 
models, and a pawn shop or 
salvage-bought unit can have any 
number of internal problems. 

Many CBs are junk even when 
they aren't broken. You'll prob- 
ably end up using a couple 
before you find one that 
both receives and trans- 
mits intelligibly. Units 
with sideband are gener- coax to rad 
ally preferable. Cheap, 
reasonable-sounding CBs can 
be found, but it takes some 
dredging. Many older units are 
as good as or better than the 
best new ones. 

Once you procure good 
working units, the antenna 
system is your best hope for 
establishing reliable links. 

Basically, what you want in an 
antenna is efficiency and 
something called "low SWR." 

SWR (standing wave ratio) may 
sound arcane, but it's really pretty 
simple. You want an antenna 
that resonates at your frequency 
of operation. If the antenna isn't 
tuned correctly, it will not fully « 
resonate the available power but 
will reflect some of it back toward 
the source. If the SWR is too high, this 
reflected power can actually bum up 
the final transistor in your radio. Even 
if it's not that bad, this power is 
certainly wasted. SWR is expressed as 
a ratio; 1:1 is perfect, 3:1 or higher is 
unacceptable. If you are going to set 


up radio systems for your friends, you 
will need to get art SWR meter. Radio 
Shack has a version for $20, while 
some CBs have one built in. I bought 
one at a yard sale for a quarter once. 
The most basic SWR meter consists of 


jntemu t*« (hart 


antenna tat lenj 


COAX TO RADIO 


channel 20 

figure 1 

a switch, knob and meter. It connects 
in line between the radio and the 
antenna. Be careful not to put it in 
backwards. When you change your 
antenna or frequency, the meter will 
need to be calibrated. This is easy. Put 
the switch in the "forward" or "cali- 
brate" position and briefly transmit, 
observing the needle and adjusting 
the knob until it deflects to the right- 
most calibration. Stop 
. transmitting, flip the switch 
to "reflected" or "SWR" and 
transmit again. The needle 
will indicate the SWR at 
1 _ that frequency. By 
* looking at the SWR over 

a range of frequencies or 
antenna modifications, 
you can observe patterns 
i that allow you to tune for 
® lowest SWR. 

In general, the bigger 
j the antenna, the better. 

a The short mobile antennas 

r , often seen are grossly 

n inefficient. Longer ones 

Jj are better, and the best 

t mobile setup is one or 

s more 102-inch long 

whips. The SWR on these 
is adjusted by changing 
their lengths. A guitar 
g _ string is a good analogy 

for this. A string that is 
shortened will resonate at 
a higher frequency. Most 
mobile antennas have 
j some means to easily tune 
i the length. Set it up in the 
‘ center of the available 

0 range, and check the SWR 

r y 4 at channels one and 40. If 

1 the SWR is lower on 

|! channel one, the antenna 

H should be shortened; if it's 

lower on channel 40, 
lengthen the antenna. The 
idea is to bring the point 
of resonance, or lowest 
SWR, to the middle of the 
_ band, channel 19 or 20 

(see figure 1). 

weight IT DOWN Another important 
fiffure 2 consideration with anten- 

® nas is polarization. The 

orientation of a given array deter- 
mines its polarization, horizontal or 
vertical. An antenna will communi- 
cate better with another of the same 
polarization, while it will have a 
more difficult time with those of the 
opposite orientation. Vehicle anten- 


nas are vertically polarized so some 
activists like to orient their field 
arrays vertically to better communi- 
cate with mobile units. Others figure 
the forces of evil are all vertical so 
they run "flatside" to make them- 
selves more difficult to •• 

' ' ’ " listen to. : - - u 

One very simple; versa-- 
h- tile field antenna is the ! 

J ‘"'dipole. " It is easily con- ■ 
v- — structed from 50-ohm — — 
coaxial cable and about 20 
feet of wire. Cut two pieces 
of the wire to 108 inches. 
Attach one to the center 
/ conductor of the coaxial 
cable and the other to the 

— ■ — outer shield braid. A good 

eltiiiim 40 . . . , . . , 

twist and tape job can 

work here, but a Wftle 

solder does wonders. Use some tape to 

make sure the wires can't short 

together where they meet the coax. If 

you use insulated wife, strip several 

inches off the ends so you can easily 

tune the length by twisting them back 

on themselves. This also provides 

convenient loops to attach rope or 

string to hang the thing up. Hoist it 

up in the air and check your SWR. It 

will probably be too long as indicated 

by a lower SWR on channel one. 

Shorten both wires equally until you 

get the low SWR where you want it. 

This usually occurs when the length 

to the end of the loop is right around 

102 to 104 inches (See figure 2). 

If your coax already has end 

connectors on it, you may want to 


figure 4 


JAM CENTER WIRE INTO HOLE 
WITH TWIG OR MATCH 


ATTACH BRAID TO ANY 

CONVENIENT SCREW ON BACK OF RADIO 


build your dipole on an "S0239" 
socket available at Radio Shack, but 
you can build an effective antenna 
with no connectors at all (see figure 
3). You can even attach to the radio 
without a connector. Strip the coax 
as in figure 3, fold the center 
conductor back on itself and jam it 
into the center hole of the connec- 
tor on the CB with a match stick or 
piece of twig. Attach the braid to 
any convenient screw on the 
chassis of the radio making sure the 
center conductor can't short to 


COMB OUT BRAID. 
CUT AT 3/8- 


SLIDE UP REDUCER. 
SMOOTH BRAID OVER. 

STRIP CENTER CONDUCTOR. 


SCREW ON PLUG ASSEMBLY. 
SOLDER TIP AND HOLES. 


COUPLING RING REDUCER 


m H wI 


PLUG ASSEMBLY * 

SOLDER HOLE 


: anything. Then 

you're in business 
(see figure 4). This P q 

re is great for installa- j ^ 

tions you may p 

have to abandon 
in a hurry. ^ - 

The inexpensive - ® 

RChS8 coaxial •" ; - ‘ 

cable is good for : f '> 2 

u these kind of "rip • h 8 3 

, and ruri" installa- a - : U 9 

10 jj tions, but for - v> ' ; I - Ti - 
es < mobile and general L 

j use, I recommend T 

the slightly larger Aimnm. 

RG-8X, also called 

e "mini 8." Not only *l ialiilliB 

i does more power iwihhit 1 

go through it, but w 

its stranded center 
to conductor makes it > 

far more flexible 1 

If and reliable. 

If you want to 

/ build durable, i 

ick versatile systems ! 

you will also want 
to use connectors j 

with your coax. The j 

t female SO 239s are 

;d about $2 each and figure 3 

can be salvaged off 
a the backs of hopelessly broken 

radios. Male PL259s, the ones that go 
i on the ends of the coax, are about $5 
id a pair once you get the reducers you 
also need. You can learn to use these 
by building a short jumper to con- 
o nect an SWR meter. Slide the reducer 
and the coupling ring 
NT0 HOLE I on the cable first! Strip 
OR MATCH | the jacket, being 

care ful not to nick the 
f shield braid, at 3/4 

fy nll ui inch- I like to cut part 
way down all around, 
and then very care- 
er Damn fully cut all the way 

. OF RADIO down one line to the 

end with a sharp 
knife. Then peel the jacket away 
ut without messing up the braid, 
a Carefully unravel the braid and fan 
ire the wires out. Trim them at 3/8 inch, 
lio Slide the reducer up to the end of the 
ix jacket and fold the braid wires over 
it, nice and even all around. Strip the 
it inner conductor again, only cutting 
:- part way and twisting the insulation 
or off, leaving only 1/8 inch. Slide the 
plug on, and carefully screw it onto 
the reducer. Solder the center con- 
he ductor and then the four holes over 
the braid wires. It can be hard to get 
the shield connection hot 

slipcoupling ring and enough without melting 
reducer on cable. the plug insulation. Short 

STRIP OUTER JACKET. , r , ° . , ^ __ 

and hot is best with a 50- 
100 watt soldering gun. An 
out braid RG8X cable prepared in 

r3/r this way is usable at VHF or 

even UHF if the length is 
JP reducer. short - Adapters are avail- 

h braid over able to connect PL259s to 

:ENTER CONDUCTOR. , ,, , . __ 

many handheld CBs too 
(see figure 5). 

Whew, lots of dry 

ON PLUG ASSEMBLY. . , . , ' , . 

r tip and holes technical stuff. Good thing 

this is about resonant 
vibrations and saving 
ecosystems. Here's to the 

ETED PL-259 , J . 

day we can recycle all this 
figure 5 stuff into jewelry! 
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Dear Earth First!, 

The Eostar 1998 edition of the 
Earth First! Journal contained an 
insert called "Central Appalachia: 
Our Mountain Home." I want to 
raise a concern about what I read 
at the end of the "Consumption, 
Forests and Wild Future" section 
and what I've been reading in the 
EF! Journal and other environmen- 
tal news letters. 

The picture with a zero cut ban- 
ner and the written support for 
the National Forest Protection and 
Restoration Act (H.R. 2789) is my 
concern. This Act, introduced by 
Reps. Cynthia McKinney and Jim 
Leach and supported by a num- 
ber of environmental organiza- 
tions/movements from the Sierra 
Club to Earth First!, is not what 
people claim it is. Publicized as a 
"zero cut" bill that will save our 
public lands from logging, H.R. 
2789 received immediate atten- 
tion in our community. Pictures 
of McKinney and Leach with Si- 
erra Club members were published 
on the covers of newsletters; envi- 
ronmental groups gave their sup- 
port for "zero cut"; and there was 
a general hope that Congress may 
finally protect the forests. 

I'm writing, however, to inform 
people of the true nature of the 
National Forest Protection and 
Restoration Act. Unlike what some 
mainstream environmental 
groups would like people to be- 
lieve, McKinney-Leach Bill is not a 
zero cut bill. Nowhere in the lan- 
guage of H.R. 2789 is there any 
mention of ending logging on 
public land, or any land for that 
matter. This bill would end tim- 
ber sales on Federal Public Lands, 
but not logging. This means trees 
can be cut to build roads for recre- 
ational access to public lands, trees 
can be cut to make trails for mo- 
torized recreational vehicles, trees 
can be cut for cross country ski 
trails, trees can be cut for mining 
operations; basically, trees can be 
cut for anything but "timber 
sales". These are just a few con- 
cerns about the McKinney-Leach 
legislation, there are more. 

The Earth First! movement (No 
Compromise in Defense of 
Mother Earth) has a long history 
of fighting for protecting forests 
from logging. I'm very surprised 
to see EF! support a bill that will 
not end logging. I would love to 
see the end of logging on public 
lands, and I'm in support of any 
legislation that will achieve this 
goal. However, the McKinney- 
Leach bill will not end logging. 
There is a stronger act in Con- 
gress that will end logging on 
Federal Public Land, stop road 
construction and put money into 
restoration projects. This is the 
legislation environmental groups 
should be supporting and writ- 
ing about. I am not affiliated with 
any forest campaign, I'm just a 
concerned environmentalist who 
wants the strongest forest pro- 
tection bill to pass. 

— M 

Ed. Note: 

The only stronger bill we are aware 
of is the Native Forest Council's 
"Forever Wild" bill, which is basi- 
cally zero extraction legislation. For 
more information contact NFC at 
POB 2171, Eugene, OR 97402, 
(541)688-2600. 

— LP 


The controversy over the Little 
Alfie timber sale in northern Min- 
nesota (p.30, Yule 97 & p.5, Brigid 
98) has generated much interest in 
the area's mainstream press. The 
Duluth News Tribune has printed 
several opinion pieces and letters 
to the editor on either side of the 
debate. One recent opinion piece 
seems at first, to support preserva- 
tion. However, it may instead re- 
veal a new and insidious tactic to 
undermine the conservation ethic. 

Andrew Slade is director of edu- 
cation at the Great Lakes 
Aquarium in Duluth and 
writes a monthly column 
for its paper. The piece in 
question actually credits 
Earth First! with bringing 
the Little Alfie issue to the 
fore. He goes on to argue 
that we cannot leave na- 
ture alone even for purely 
conservation goals. He says: 
"Humans have so manipu-- 
lated natural systems on this 
planet that it is virtually 
impossible to do the right 
thing... we are stuck with 
the role of steward." 


bling the grid. They've started na- 
tionally and figure it would go 
global. They got tired of pulling 
flags and stakes and decided to go 
for the source. After all it is a fight 
for the land! 

They seem to think that this 
could be the first domino in a 
long series of halts to the ever 
encroaching "Machine," that 
could bring it down finally once 
and for good by scrambling the 
grid. Of course a natural disaster 
like a meteor shower could do 




However, without any argument 
at all, he concludes that the Forest 
Service’s compromise plan is there- 
fore a wise choice. He calls the 
plan, which will sacrifice 60 per- 
cent of the red pine on Little Alfie, 
an "ecological Band Aid" as though 
the trees were being cut for some 
ecological imperative, made nec- 
essary by humanity's historic al- 
teration of natural processes. 

He says nice things about Earth 
First! He supports, in principle, the 
land ethic. Yet, in carefully worded 
subterfuge, he defends forest man- 
agement which will indeed com- 
promise the integrity, stability and 
beauty of the biotic community. 

We have, in Slade's writing, a 
favorable recognition of the term 
'Earth First!' as the name of a 
group. We do not, it seems, have 
a favorable recognition of the 
term 'Earth First!' as a philoso- 
phy or a moral imperative. We 
still have much work to do. 

— Henry Bruse, Wisconsin Rapids 

Dear EF! 

I thank you for your heroic ef- 
forts to save our Mother. May your 
reward be great. I must tell you I 
met the most interesting group of 
people that referred to themselves 
as a "Meteor Shower," and what 
they were doing was relocating all 
the US Geological Survey bench- 
marks and section comers to ran- 
dom locations, effectively scram- 


the same thing! 
They thought per- 
haps if even as 
little as 10 percent 
of the benchmarks 
and section cor- 
ners were moved 
that would be 
cause for an exten- 
sive amount of 
time and manpower, seeing that 
its taken 150+ to complete and it 
isn't finished yet. 

Meteor Shower didn't consider 
this action illegal since the USGS 
never got permission from 
Mother to install the marks. We 
know this because they don't 
even think she is a person. They 
think she is a thing and you don't 
ask things for permission. Who 
do they think their mother is 
qpyjyay? We all know you can't 
do anything without your Mom's 
permission, for it is written 
"Honor your father and mother" 
and of course the intent of their 
actions is to do just that, "Honor 
Your Mother." 

Imagine no more borders, no 
more countries too! — St. John 
the Divine 

Behold the stone that the build- 
ers (surveyors) rejected has become 
the chief cornerstone — Bob Marley 
Thank you 

— Daniel Stoneman 
P.S. The best way to join Me- 
teor Shower is to grab a topo map 
and get hiking! 

Dear Smut for Brains, 

I am shocked and dismayed 
at the lack of respect you showed 
in the last issue of the EF! Jour- 
nal letters to the editors page. 
First for the lewd displays of 
frogs; are you an environmen- 
tal journal or a frog pornogra- 


phy magazine? Positions? They 
were ALL offensive! 

As a very sensitive species, I am 
hurt! Have you not thought about 
the detrimental impact this could 
have on our already declining 
frog homes and families. Did you 
even know who these horrible 
drawings are of? They're of good 
frog citizens like my dear neigh- 
bor and her family. This smut 
could destroy an offspring's im- 
age of their parents! I am also 
concerned because I did not see 
any use of dental dams, 
which frog activists like 
myself are trying to pro- 
mote for safe sex! 

Your past issues have 
been done with much 
more taste, please return 
to your old ways. Please 
treat our frogs and read- 
ers with more respect in 
the future. 

— Frog, Boise, ID 

Dear earthlings, 

About two years ago I 
began keeping a list of eco 
groups whose activities are 
featured in these very pages. 
All one had to do to make 
the list was nothing. It was 
a roster of organizations 
which did not respond to 
one query or another I had 
made over the course of six 
months. One particular 
campaign had the distinc- 
tion of having not re- 
sponded to at least half a 
dozen letters and phone 
calls. Understand these were 
not clandestine groups skulking 
about in the darkness, torching 
the toys of the empire, but organi- 
zations who actually gave their 
name, address and serial number 
under such headings as "what you 
can do" or "contact." My list of 
non-responders reached an incred- 
ible 18 entries. 

It is not my intention to bash 
the movement by naming names, 
but merely point out a fatal flaw 
in our organizing and, hopefully, 
nudge some allies into cleaning 
up their act. The point was, and 
remains, if I had been some neo- 
phyte looking for a place to 
hookup with the struggle to save 
the world, instead of a die-hard 
activist, I would have bailed out 
long before I ever got to rejection 
18. And, make no mistake about 
it, a lack of response is simply a 
quiet form of rejection. 

So, the question begs an an- 
swer: how do we protect the 
planet and her inhabitants if 
we can't even replenish our 
ranks? Yes, we are overworked, 
under compensated, and short 
of time and resources. But such 
excuses don't wash when a 
groups actively puts out a call 
for assistance or further infor- 
mation and then fails to follow- 
up when requests come in. If 
your group is stretched too thin, 
why not wait for it to coalesce 
before putting one's collective 
foot in one's collective mouth? 
What's the point? 

Whatever the cause of poor 
organizational structure the end 
result is the same. When requests 
go unanswered the group 
projects an image of disorgani- 
zation, disconnection from the 
rest of us, perhaps even elitism. 
For the most part however, they 


just appear to be fucked up. 

I'll assume I don't need to re- 
mind you that l,500oftheworld's 
senior scientists give us perhaps a 
decade to get our shit together 
before "...the prospects for hu- 
manity are immeasurably dimin- 
ished." (this is to say nothing of 
the rest of existence). It's not like 
we have a lot of time to waste 
being our own worst enemies. We 
already have plenty of them. 

When the Ludds overran Ex- 
change Hall in Manchester many 
in the crowd were probably aware 
that others would soon be 
"twisted-in" and their numbers 
would swell. For the most part, 
Luddite communication was by 
word of mouth, relatively easy 
enough in the confines of the 
Midlands, back then. 

Today, however, we have to 
rely on long distance communi- 
cation to successfully address our 
work and fill our ranks. With this 
in mind, will you please answer 
the fucking phone? 

— Oak 

To the Editors, 

True, the "population explo- 
sion ain't what it used to be" — 
it's worse. I hate to be a wet 
blanket, but the Eostar issue's 
optimistic article understates an 
important component of human 
population growth: momentum. 

The article states that global 
birth rates have dropped by al- 
most 50 percent since 1950: from 
5.0 to 2.8. Hooray! Trouble is, in 
that same period our annual in- 
crease has gone from 37 million 
to 79 million: more than double 
the growth at half the fertility. 
That's momentum. 

How much better can we hope 
birth rates will get? Even a one- 
child average per couple 
wouldn't stop our increase right 
away, due to so many people 
reaching child-bearing age. One 
third of Asia's and Latin 
America's people are under the 
age of 15, as are half of Africa's. 

Reproductive freedom needs all 
the support we can provide at this 
time. The USA's share of funding 
for international family planning 
is constantly being reduced and 
restricted by pronatalist and anti- 
choice forces. Hundreds of mil- 
lions of couples are denied their 
right to limit the number of off- 
spring they create. 

It's nice to share encouraging 
signs, but if we ignore major 
pieces of the picture, we're likely 
to encourage couples who seek 
justification to create more 
people with their particular ge- 
netic makeup. They might birth 
first and ask questions later. 

Although a happy turning point 
has been reached, a 10 percent 
decrease in our increase, from peak 
of 87 million per year to 79 mil- 
lion, is not significant in terms of 
our environmental impact. Sorry, 
we must refrain from celebrating 
defusing of the population bomb 
for a long time yet. 

While 40,000 children are dy- 
ing of preventable causes on an 
average day, and as long as an 
obscene number of non-human 
species are driven to extinction 
due to our encroachment into 
their habitat, we might also re- 
frain from co-creating any more 
of ourselves. 

— Les U. Knight 
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Dear SFB, 

just read Lorax and Lester 
Wood's letters in the Eostar Jour- 
nal responding to Michael 
Dorsey's "Environmentalism or 
Racism" Op-ed. I was gladly to 
see them there. 

I recently swallowed my radi- 
cal pride and joined the Sierra 
Club wanting to support John 
Muir Sierrans (David Orr, Texas 
EF! still loves you!) and to vote 
against the "immigration reduc- 
tion" proposal. I'm against it be- 
cause the nation state is no long- 
term friend of the wild, strength- 
ening the borders are artificial 
and anthropocentric... I'm 
against itbecausenoone deserves 
to be forced back in shackles to a 
country that may execute them. . . 
I'm largely against it because my 
teenage sweetheart was a Mexi- 
can I helped sneak into the US, 
but that's another issue... 

However, some of my Earth 
First! and Sierra Club friends dis- 
agree with me on this, and sup- 
port strong immigration limits. 
They are not closet members of 
the Aryan Nation or KKK, and 
don't deserve to be called racists 
or xenophobes — they're not! It's 
not fear of a brown planet that 
inspires their stance, but fear of a 
dead planet due to excessive 
American population, consump- 
tion and waste. While I share 
their fears, I disagree with their 
solutions — we've had some hon- 
est and respectful debates about 
this. We're biocentric activists 
and on the same side in spite of 
our differences. 

While I agree with Dorsey's 
opposition to Population-Envi- 
ronment Balance's proposal, his 
editorial read like a reactionary 
assault of P.C. mudslinging and 
knee-jerk liberal slander. To link 
activists who support immigra- 
tion limits to David Duke is like 
the mainstream media's attempt 
to link Earth First! to the 
Unabomber. Or the left wing me- 
dia linking deep e ologists to 
Hitler. P-E B have clearly ex- 
pressed their motives (which are 
not racist), and backed them up 
with facts and statistics. I believe 
there's better motives, facts, and 
statistics to oppose them, but 
Dorsey didn't give any of that. 

About the "White Boys Club" 
behind this proposal — Maria 
Sepulveda, executive director of 
P-E B behind the proposal, don't 
sound like too much of a white 
boy to me. To thoughtlessly 
mislabel a latina woman a 
"white boy" over a disagreement 
is ultimate racism (and amateur 
journalism.) 

There's strong Earth First! con- 
sensus that way too many hu- 
mans are doing way too much 
damage. Our solutions to the 
population crisis are as diverse as 
our feelings on tree spiking , ani- 
mal rights or misanthropy. 

Let's not get so P.C. we shit on 
our friend's and allies over differ- 
ences in strategy and politics and 
misjudge their intentions. 

So yea, I'm still against P-E B's 
proposal. And I'm not a racist or 
xenophobe, but neither are the 
conservationists who disagree 
with me. And I hope this letter 
isn’t taken out of context, 'cause 
if it is I '11 probably get my monkey 
ass whooped at the Oregon Ren- 
dezvous. But then maybe I de- 
serve it. 

Thanks, 

— Nome Ansland (who is not 
David Metzger, Tom Duke, or 
even Ed Foreman) 



Siblings, 

What is "non-violence"? Many 
in this on-going debate, on both 
sides, keep saying we need to 
read Gandhi. Okay, I did. Specifi- 
cally, "Gandhi on Non-Vio- 
lence," edited by Fr. Thomas 
Merton. The following quotes are 
from Gandhi's "Non-Violence in 
Peace and War": 

"To lay down one's life for 
what one considers to be right is 
the very core of satyagrahi. 
Satyagrahi is always superior to 
armed resistance. This can only 
be effectively proved by demon- 
stration, not by argument. In- 
justice must be resisted. No 
doubt the non-violent way is 
always the best, but where this 
does not come naturally, the vio- 
lent way is both necessary and 
honorable. Inaction here is rank 
cowardice. It must be shunned 
at all cost. There is nothing 
more demoralizing 
than fake non-vio- 
lence of the weak 
and impotent." 

So the Mahatma's 
basic message is: to be 
a true practitioner of 
non-violence, you 
must be wiling to die 
for it. This is the high- 
est form of courage. 

Needless to say, those 
willing to give their 
lives will not ran from 
the threat of a beating, 
jail or even prison. 

There are very, very 
few people in the en- 
vironmental move- 
ment, or anywhere 
else, with the courage 
of a true satyagrahi. 

Next down the line are 
those who are willing 
to give their lives fight- 
ing. From Gandhi's 
own words we learn 
that there are times 
when this is "both nec- 
essary and honorable. " 

Then there is the "fake 
non-violence" used by 
the "weak and impo- 
tent" to disguise their 
"rank cowardice." 

How do we tell the difference 
between the cowards who advo- 
cate fake non-violence and true 
practitioners of ahimsa? Gandhi 
tells us that "this can only be 
effectively proved by demonstra- 
tion, not by argument." So, any- 
one who advocates non-violence 
and deplores direct action is ob- 
ligated to take the most danger- 
ous places in any confrontation 
and without hesitation put them- 
selves in harm's way, ready to 
face jail, beatings, prison and 
even death. If not, they are noth- 
ing more than rank cowards us- 
ing fake non-violence to disguise 
their weaknesses and impotence. 
"There is nothing more demoral- 
izing... it must be shunned." 

Among the advocates of non- 
violence, for every one with the 
courage of a true satyagrahi, 
there must be ten thousand im- 
potent cowards. These cowards 
are demoralizing and holding 
back the movement in general 
and EF! specifically. 

To Earth First! the practitio- 
ners and advocates of fake non- 
violence are more than worthless, 
they are a detriment and a genu- 
ine liability. Earth First! was once 
considered the radical fringe, the 
cutting edge of the Environmen- 
tal Movement. As such, it in- 
spired respect and support. It now 
appears that EF! is being co-opted 
by the whiners, hand-wringers 


and chanting dancers that be- 
long in Greenpeace or the Rain- 
bow Family. EF! was founded as a 
radical direct action organization, 
the tooth and claw of the Envi- 
ronmental Movement. EF! must 
return to its roots, its original 
purpose. 

Any advocate Of non-violence 
must be willing to prove their 
courage and conviction by dem- 
onstration. If not, they are 
bullshitting cowards who are a 
detriment and disgrace to EF! and 
dishonor the name of Mohandas 
Gandhi by invoking it. Fuck 'em. 
Their opinions are worthy of con- 
tempt and dismissal, nothing 
more. Gandhi himself said they 
"must be shunned." The defense 
of the biosphere is the most cru- 
cial conflict in the history of man- 
kind. In this struggle EF! was 
formed to be the front line troops, 
the hardest of the hard core. 

There are plenty of organiza- 


tions that welcome, represent and 
are run by the posers and pre- 
tenders who play at environmen- 
tal activism, or simply sit around 
and talk about it. Earth First! is 
not one of them. Purge the pos- 
ers. Earth First! for the hard-core. 
No co-opting the cutting edge. 

NO COMPROMISE! NO FUCK- 
ING COMPROMISE! 

— Russell "Bongo" Bentley 

SFB: 

I couldn't resist the compunc- 
tion to respond, once and for- 
ever, to the "nonviolence’"'debate 
reigning in the EF!J. 

"Spike & Friends'" scathing cri- 
tique of the Headwaters campaign 
in particular and EF! in general 
was well-placed and even timely. 
However, were it not for Spike & 
Friends' sneering bravado and ma- 
cho-posturing, the piece might 
have offered some timely wisdom 
and impetus for change. Instead, 
principals and bystanders alike 
are being shoved into ideological 
camps entrenched in their respec- 
tive dog-ma-shit. 

Spike & Friends would do well 
to teach by example, but alas, 
they, like their North Coast EF! 
counterparts, are neither Aikido 
masters nor developing a discern- 
ible practice of radical enviro, 
action that deals with the obvi- 
ous foibles of protest-as-usual. 
Sadly, the notion of mastery, as 
in personal discipline, spiritual 


awareness and physical training 
is altogether lacking in this whole 
discussion of "violence." 
Humble yer' selves people! 

— The Feral Kid 


There is no strength in violence. 

Think of a heroic radical envi- 
ronmental or animal lib action. 
In my mind comes images of 
people like Paul Watson sailing 
into a rtuclear test site to stop a 
nuclear bomb. It is the Animal 
Liberation Front breaking into a 
vivisection lab and rescuing the 
animals. It is Julia Butterfly 
perched 200 feet up a tree, defy- 
ing all that Pacific Lumber Co. 
and the weather can throw at 
her. These are truly heroic acts. 
They take great acts of inner 
strength and personal bravery. 

Compare that strength with 
an act of violence. Take the 
Unabomber murder of that log- 
ging executive. Was there 
strength or brav- 
ery in that? No. It 
may of achieved 
worldwide media 
attention. But 
then so has Julia 
Butterfly's action. 
The Unabomber 
action did not 
save a single tree. 
Julia Butterfly is 
sure as hell mak- 
ing sure the an- 
cient redwood 
named Luna is 
saved. 

People some- 
times talk about 
their support for 
violence (the pre- 
meditated injury 
or killing of a sen- 
tient being — be it 
a human or non- 
human animal) to 
show how radical 
are. When 
there is nothing 
radical in vio- 
lence. Violence is 
part of the status 
quo. Just ask any- 
one who has ever 
been "forcefully arrested." 

As radical green activists we 
need to break away from a cul- 
ture that accepts violence to cre- 
ate a world where the person 
with the biggest stick (gun or 
bomb) does not call the shots. 

Nonviolent direct action, be it 
legal, semi-legal or darn right 
overtly illegal is not a tactic. It's 
an ethic. A way of life. 

Any idiot can get hold of a 
book saying how to make a bomb. 
Any idiot can find a weapon ca- 
pable of killing or injuring. It is 
the trtily heroic person who can 
achieve their aims without threat- 
ening life. 

For nonviolent direct action in 
defense of Mother Earth. No com- 
promise and no violence. 

— Noel Molland 

P.S. Neither monkeywrenching 
nor tree spiking should be re- 
garded as violent. Both are forms 
of nonviolent direct action. All 
forms of nonviolent direct ac- 
tion should be encouraged. 


So, Spike, you want to talk 
about the "Cult of Non-Violence/ 
Cult of Ass-Kissing," how about 
the "Cult of Egotistical Machismo 
Earth Firstlers" who are more con- 
cerned with the glory of "fucking 
shit up" than with really stop- 
ping Earth-raping activities? Ac- 
tivists have been bombed and 
killed because of their non-vio- 
lent actions to save Mother Earth. 


Aren't we fighting a war AGAINST 
violence? 

Spike writes of an action at 
Dillon Creek where an activist 
locked down under a water truck 
and had the hose opened on him. 
(NEVER lock to a water truck!) 
Spike says he was trying to moti- 
vate people to turn the water off, 
but nobody would because they 
were afraid of violence. I was 
there — my first experience with 
direct action. A raging logger was 
trying to drive over our friend 
and kill him. Spike was being 
confrontational, arguing with the 
very angry loggers and making 
the situation more dangerous by 
inflaming them. This is not the 
energy we want at any action. 
Those of us who were NOT inter- 
ested in fighting stood in front of 
the tires so that if he was going to 
kill our friend, he was going to 
kill us all. It worked, the logger 
backed off. Then, I DID turn the 
water hose off. The logger ripped 
my arm away screaming "Don't 
fuckin' touch my truck bitch!!" 
Instead of arguing, I crawled un- 
der the water truck and laid on 
top of my friend all night to keep 
him from freezing. We were 
soaked but the logger mellowed 
out. This is what I believe in: 
peacefully putting my body in 
the way of harm to Mother Earth 
& her creatures. 

This is a problem the Earth First! 
"movement" is having with people 
whose anger, egos, drunkenness, 
and un-cooperation gets in the 
way of being effective doing di- 
rect action. What good is throw- 
ing rocks at a logger's truck or 
fighting? The way we'll end this 
environmental crisis is by bring- 
ing EVERYBODY in the commu- 
nity together to realize that we 
ALL love our forests, YES, even 
loggers. By fighting with loggers, 
we're right where the corpora- 
tions want us — too busy fighting 
each other to turn against them. 
Why are Union organizers like 
Judi Bari bombed? Because they 
represent the power that unified 
people have in resisting the op- 
pressive corporate/government 
state. We need to drop our anger 
and attitudes and start working 
WITH each other before it's too 
late. And if you feel violence 
needs to be your tactic, don't 
bring it to peaceful direct actions. 
Be a solo wingnut. 

— Gloria Piccadilly 

I'm a big catch and release 
salmon and steelhead fisherman. 
I like to hunt also, but thanks to 
you little turds, my favorite Jack- 
rabbit is illegal to hunt. If I was 
ever hunting and you were hug- 
ging some tree, trying to save it, 
I would accidentally miss the deer 
and maybe destroy a camera or 
carton of soy milk. By the way, If 
any animal rights or environmen- 
talist starts badmouthing me if 
I'm carrying my freshly bagged 
deer, I would defend myself 
against the biggest scourge 
against mankind since the plague 
in self defense. 

— Cowan & Lange, 
cowanlange@seanet.com 

Last issue we ran a letter by Matt 
Roland about the unjust prison sen- 
tences he and his comrades were 
dealt for burning down new houses. 
Immediately after the letter was 
printed, Matt's address was changed. 
He can now be reached by writing 
Matt Roland # 962480-4504 , 
Marion County Jail II, 730 E. Wash- 
ington St., Indianapolis, IN 46202. 

—LP 
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Road 
Raging 

BOOK REVIEW BY JOHN BOWLING 

There is no one piece of work 
in the hands of activists that 
describes all the ins and outs of 
grassroots activism better than 
Road Raging, Top Tips for Wreck- 
ing Roadbuilding. Jam-packed 
into just 175 pages (plus 40 pages 
of appendixes), this must-have 
activist handbook brings together the nuts and 
bolts of community organizing, investigative re- 
search and nonviolent direct action. The infor- 
mation is based on the experiences of British anti- 
roads campaigns that avid Earth First! Journal 
readers may recognize: the Third Battle of 
Newbury, Twyford Down and the No Mil, No 
M65 and No A30 link campaigns. 

The book unfolds with five solid chapters describ- 
ing the art of building a peoples' movement. Simple, 
concise information is offered on building a group, 
establishing an office, raising funds and dealing with 
the media. There are sections on organizing phone 
trees, utilizing internet lists and creating newsletters. 
But the real emphasis is on direct person-to-person 
communication. Road Raging describes how door- 
knocking, petitioning, group hikes, political forums, 
big events and other time-tested grassroots outreach 
tools were applied to various campaigns. 
The media chapter is a critical analysis 
of how to best use the media, as opposed 
to being used by the media, with a real do- 
it-yourself approach that covers press 
release writing, photography and video 
documentation, as well as interviewing. 

The next three chapters outline how 
to gather information from public and 
private sources and develop profiles on 
campaign targets and opponents. As 
the book states, "Ideally, you'd put 
bugs, hidden cameras and infiltrators 
in the offices of all the road builders' 
senior staff — do it if you have the money 
and knowledge!" In addition to dig- 
ging up dirt on the Earth rapers, the 
book provides sound security tips activists can use 
to protect themselves and the integrity of their 
campaigns from these scum bags. It also delves into 
the strategic issues of how and when to escalate your 
tactics and how to prepare for direct action and the 
many legal issues surrounding this decision. 

The action-packed chapters describing everything 
from building tree camps to tunnels and organizing 
critical mass bike rides and street parties are wild but 
brief, as is most of the information presented in this 
snapshot book of whatever-it-takes campaigning. I 
found this a bit troubling. There are safety risks not 
outlined in the book that some well-intentioned 
folks may not fully account for when taking action. 
Be careful out there! 

Road Raging may present some ideologically chal- 
lenging, even shocking, concepts for North Ameri- 
can activists as information about property-destruc- 
tion is presented along side civil disobedience tac- 
tics. Yes, people fuck shit up en masse in broad 
daylight along with lockdowns or "lock ons," as 
they call it in Britain. 

The great nonviolence debate rages on in Britain 
as it does here. The book takes a no-nonsense 
approach in describing the different tactics, neither 
condemning nor condoning monkeywrenching. It 
even explains the usefulness of caltrops and smoke 
bombs next to that of tripods and u-locks or "d- 
locks." There are even some outrageous devices, like 
"chainsaw whips" which gum up chainsaws, and 
hands-on eviction evasion techniques that would 
make some US activists' heads spin! 

Road Raging is as engaging in content as it is in 
British wit and humorous colloquialisms. It is writ- 
ten for a broad audience and has many impressive 
pictures of people swinging from insane tower and 
pole structures and awe-inspiring tree villages. There 


are incredible international contacts 
and resources sections and appen- 
dices full of detailed diagrams, forms 
and campaign literature samples. 
Of special interest is the chapter on 
sustaining yourself and the cam- 
paign, which offers helpful hints 
on everything from avoiding burn- 
out to keeping basecamp bug-free! 

Pure and simple: Road Raging is 
about people raising hell to de- 
fend the Earth. More than any- 
thing else, the book challenges 
activists everywhere to think criti- 
cally about their campaigning. 
This book is a great reminder of 
the depth and breadth of any suc- 
cessful grassroots campaign, and 
perhaps best of all, a call for more community- 
based organizing and strategic direct action. 

Road Raging is available through the Earth First! 
Journal for $12. Use the order form on page 37. 


MUSIC REVIEW BY DARRYL ChERNEY 

What are Buffy Sainte-Marie, Hank Williams, Jr., 
Dan Fogelberg and Jello Biafra all doing on the same 
recording? They're all singing songs about protect- 
ing our forests on EarthBeatl's release If A Tree Falls. 
A portion of each sale goes to the Trees Foundation, 
which supports 19 forest conservation groups work- 
ing to preserve the ancient redwoods in California's 
Headwaters forest. 

If A Tree Falls is a virtual "forest opera," with each 
song acting like a chapter in a story. This is no 
ordinary compilation. The sojourn begins with the 
telling of the spirit and beauty of the forest, as 
espoused in Native American John Trudell's "Song 
of the Trees." The tale takes its tragic turn with Bruce 
Cockburn's title cut "If A Tree Falls," and Hank 
Williams, Jr.'s "Kiss Mother Nature Goodbye." The 
compilation concludes with a message of hope as 
veteran songstress Ferron sings "('I won't be a') 
Heart of Destruction," and Charlie Murphy of Ru- 
mors of the Big Wave reminds us that "('We could 
be dancing on') The Only Green World." Grateful 
Dead lyricist Robert Hunter penned an exclusive 
new song performed by Zero, "The Devil and the 
Trees." Jello Biafra and Mojo Nixon collaborate on 
a punk-a-billy version of "Where Are We Gonna 
Work When The Trees Are Gone?" If A Tree Falls 
offers a forum for unsigned artists as well. Canadian 
vocal trio The Wyrd Sisters are featured with a 
haunting ballad "Farewell Clayoquot Sound." 

The concept for If A Tree Falls came from 
EarthBeatl's visionary co-founder Leib Ostrow. He 
was arrested with his 15-year-old son in a 1995 
protest calling for protection of Headwaters. 
"EarthBeat! is located in the heart of the redwoods, 


and we see the slaughter of our forests up close, " he 
said. Leib joined me in researching the material and 
co-producing the project. 

If A Tree Falls is available from the Earth First! 
Journal for $12 cassette and $17 for the compact 
disc. To order use the merchandise form on page 37. 


Earth For Sale 

by Brian Tokar 


BOOK REVIEW BY BENJAMIN EnTICKNAP 

Whether efforts at ecological reconstruction take the 
form of a community garden, a farmers' market/aban- 
doned land turned into a park, or a campaign against 
corporate interference with the integrity of one's commu- 
nity, activism at the local level helps to reclaim public 
space and nurture a sensibility that can begin to save our 
culture from the ravages of corporate dominance. 

— Brian Tokar, Earth For Sale 

Brian Tokar, in Earth For Sale: Reclaiming Ecology in 
the Age of Corporate Greenwash, takes a scathing look 
at the contemporary environmental movement and 
the powerful corporations wishing to derail envi- 
ronmental and social rights. The book introduces 
the reader to the diverse players of the environmen- 
tal movement, from the mainstream lobbyists in 
Washington, DC, to the activists living in the cano- 
pies of ancient redwoods. Tokar exposes the co- 
optation of mainstream environmental 
organizations by greedy transnational corporations 
including Exxon, Union Carbide, Monsanto, Dow 
Chemical and Weyerhaeuser. This book dynami- 
cally depicts struggles that both environmentalists 
and affected citizens face in their daily quest for 
social and environmental equity. Tokar offers timely 
advice for the current environmental crisis, when 
money is more valuable than wild lands, clean air 
and pure water. 

Earth For Sale successfully exposes how convo- 
luted the environmental movement has become. 
Many individuals and organizations choose differ- 
ent paths to fight the system. Similarly, different 
philosophies underlie their actions. Tokar's con- 
trast between social ecology and deep ecology is an 
interesting example of the different philosophies 
held by environmentalists. Deep ecologists, Tokar 
states, "perceive wilderness as the real world, in the 
setting where natural evolution may continue free 
of the manipulations and disruptions that they 
chiefly associate with human presence." Deep ecolo- 
gists tend to view the natural world as separate from 
human society. They emphasize protection of bio- 
logical diversity and have a "biocentric" worldview. 
In contrast, "social ecology seeks the roots of eco- 
logical destruction in particular social institutions — 
capitalism and the nation/state — and argues that an 
ecological society can emerge from forms of local 
political engagement that directly challenge these 
institutions. " Advocates of social ecology look more 
at the role of humans in nature, trying to balance 
the needs for cultural and biological diversity. 

This book engages the reader by providing cur- 
rent examples of social and environmental injus- 
tice caused by corporate greed. Tokar dives into the 
perils of the Salvage Rider which opened up vast 
tracks of previously protected public lands by ex- 
empting salvage sales from environmental enforce- 
ment, legal challenges and citizen appeals. We see 
how, in many cases, President Clinton's desire to 
appease both industry and citizens results in con- 
tradiction and compromise. Examples abound, 
including the struggle to stop the illegal dumping 
of toxic sludge on native lands in southern 
California's deserts. 

Tokar depicts the strategies used by various groups 
to combat environmental destruction, plus he of- 
fers a few new ones. This book is excellent for the 
person wanting to learn more about current envi- 
ronmental battles. For more seasoned environmen- 
talists, it offers new views and prospective solutions 
to long-term problems. 

Upon completion, I walked away feeling the ur- 
gency for change. This change will not come as long 
as the environmental movement remains segre- 
gated. It is essential to unify activists, workers, all 
ethnic groups and social classes. Earth For Sale is a 
match to set the idea of an ecological revolution on 
fire. It is time for an ecological revolution that spans 
the globe in a rainbow of colors, stopping people in 
their tracks with the realization that the Earth is 
truly not for sale! 

Earth For Sale can be ordered through South End 
Press of Boston, Massachusetts, USA. 
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Things to Do ... Places to Go... People to See. 


Western Shoshone 
Spring Gathering 
Crescent Valley, NV 
May 8-10 

The Spring Gathering is a time for 
Western Shoshone and their support- 
ers to come together in prayer and 
celebration to protect Western 
Shoshone lands and rights for the fu- 
ture generations. 

Speakers, round dancing, food, cer- 
emony, traditional skills, youth activi- 
ties and raffle prizes will be shared by all. 

This is an outdoor event, so please 
come prepared for camping. All meals 
will be provided. 

Directions: Crescent Valley is located 
roughly halfway between Elko and 
Battle Mountain, south of 1-80. From 
1-80, take exit 261. Follow the paved 
road 19 miles to the town of Crescent 
Valley. Take the first left after the 
cattleguard and continue on the road 
for 13 miles-it turns to gravel outside 
of town. Just follow the arrows! 

Contact the Western Shoshone De- 
fense Project for more info at POB 
211106, Crescent Valley, NV 89821; 
(702) 468-0230. 

No alcohol/drugs or firearms please! 

Fifth Annual 
Forest Activist 
Training Week 
June 7-14 

Native Forest Network of Eastern 
North America will be hosting its fifth 
annual Forest Activist Training Week 
June 7 through June 14. 

The training week will be held at the 
Wheelock Farm in the beautiful Green 
Mountains of Vermont. Experienced 
activists will share their skills with 
participants in a wide array of forest 
defense activities including: 

• Working with the mainstream me- 
dia and creating our own media 

• Creative fundraising 

• Compass work and orienteering 

• Civil disobedience (CD) training 

• History of nonviolent CD and radi- 
cal movements in the US 

• Communication, networking and 
working in coalitions 

• , Climbing, tree sitting and banner 
hanging 

• Action planning: setting goals, re- 
connaissance and implementation 

There will be many other workshops 
as well as informal discussions, role 
plays and nighttime activities. 

For more information or to register, 
please contact Native Forest Network 
at POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402; 
(802) 863-0571; nfnena@sover.net. 
Space is limited so register early! 


Fund for Wild Nature 

A non-profit, tax-exempt foundation which funds 
research, education and literature projects. 
Funding proposals and donations can be sent to: 

POB 1657, Corvallis, OR 97339 


Muskeg Stomp Boogie 

June IS to July IS 

•*> 

The Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund in Cordova (Eyak) Alaska needs your 
help. They are inviting activists to a month-long action camp focusing on 
defending one of the last wild and intact pristine ecosystems left on Earth, the 
Copper River Delta. 

Recently, House Resources Chairman, Don Young, sponsored H.R. 3087 — a bill 
to grant a 25-mile, 500-foot- wide, right-of-way road easement to Chugach Alaska 
Corporation. They are planning to build a road into this ultra-sensitive pristine 
ecosystem and want to open this area to large scale industrial extraction. 

From June 15 to July 15 the Alaska Department of Fish and Game is allowing the 
Chugach Alaska Corporation to begin roadbuilding into the Bering River/Carbon 
Mountain region of Alaska. The road is criticized by local fishers, Natives and 
environmentalists because it crosses 250 streams (100 anadromous fish spawning 
streams). Don't you think that some things are just plain sacred and should be left 
alone? This place is not only irreplacable, but priceless — and not for sale. 

The first week of the Copper River action camp will open with performances 
by amazing singer/songwriter Joanne Rand. Other bands and key speakers are 
invited to participate and show support in defense of our Mother Earth. Please 
join and help us. We need your spirit and support — this is a call from one of the 
last wild places on Earth. 

For more information, contact the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund, Dune 
Lankard, POB 460, Cordova, AK 99574; (907) 424-5890, 424-5891; 
dune@redzone.org; www.redzone.org. 


Deep Ecology Tour 

with John Seed Sc Ruth Rosenhek 


GLOBAUZAHON 
ACTIONS 
May 16-18 

People's movements from all conti- 
nents gathered in Geneva February 
23-25 to discuss joint actions against 
the World Trade Organization (WTO), 
free trade and corporate rule. 

The result was a global call for de- 
centralized actions all around the 
world against economic institutions, 
corporations and governments in con- 
nection with the Ministerial Confer- 
ence at the 50th anniversary of the 
free trade agreement GATT/WTO. 

• May 16-Global Street Party! Thou- 
sands of people in cities around the 
world will simultaneously be danc- 
ing on the streets transforming 
privatized enclosed spaces into Festi- 
vals of Resistance against the car and 
fossil fuel industry, economic 
globalization and corporate rule. Or- 
ganize your party now! Contact Re- 
claim the Streets! at POB 9656 , Lon- 
don N4 4JY, England; 44-171- 
2814621; rts@gn.apc.org. 

• May 18-Global Anti- WTO Day to 
coincide with the Second Ministerial 
Conference in Geneva. 

A meeting to evaluate and coordi- 
nate further European actions will be 
held in Cardiff / Wales during the alter- 
native EURO Summit (June 9-16). Con- 
tact Reclaim Europe! at IB Waterlow 
Rd., London N19 5NJ; 0171-272 9333; 
fax 561 0800; europ@globalnet.co.uk 
or europ@astra.global.net.uk; http:// 
www.geocities.com/Rainforest/5581/. 


Luna Video 


The Stafford Giant Tree-Sit is the 
story of the longest tree-sit in US 
history. The Stafford Giant redwood 
tree, also called "Luna," was discov- 
ered blue-marked for cutting by Earth 
First! during the Fall '97 Headwaters 
campaign. In order to save it from the 
chainsaw, a nonstop tree occupation 
began. One extraordinary woman 
namedjulia "Butterfly" has remained 
in the tree all winter! Here's the in- 
side view of one of the most inspiring 
acts of civil disobedience ever. 

For copies of this video send a $20 
donation to the Headwaters Action 
Video Collective at POB 2198, Redway, 
CA 95560; (707) 459-5490 ext. 582. 



brings It ail together... 

For 25 yrs Alternatives 
has brought together 
community activists, 
and researchers to 
discuss environmental 
issues with all then- 
social, political and economic components. 

Subscribe today! 

Please send your name, address, with a cheque to: 
Alternatives Journal, do Environmental Studies 
U of Waterloo, Waterloo, ON, Can., N2L 3GJ 
Call (519) 888-4545 to order by credit card 
I year foreign $34 (US) 


The Council of All Beings is a series 
of re-Earthing rituals created by John 
Seed and Joanna Macy to help end the 
sense of alienation from the living 
Earth that most of us feel and to con- 
nect us with new sources of joy, com- 
mitment and inspiration that follow 
from union with our planet. 

Through sharing, meditation and 
ritual, we will explore the depths of 
our concern for our planet. Rediscov- 
ering our "deep ecology" — our 
interconnectedness with all beings — 
we find empowerment as agents of 
healing change. We step aside from 
our solely human identification and 
let other life forms speak through us. 
We allow ourselves, through group 
visualizations, to re-experience our 
four-and-a-half-billion-year evolu- 
tionary journey. By recapitulating our 
evolutionary journey in this way, we 
are able to shed our solely human 
identification and feel deep empathy 
for the myriad species and landscapes 
of the Earth. 

(COAB is Council of All Beings; JS is 
John Seed; and RR is Ruth Rosenhek.) 

• May 15-17 COAB, Oxford, MI, Up- 
land Hills Ecological Awareness Ctr.; 
(248) 693-1021; uplandhills@igc.org, 
JS & RR 

• May 15 Youth workshop, Oxford, 
MI; (248) 693-1021, RR 

• May 18-22 Gathering of the Tribe, 
Bloomington, IN; (812) 330-9010 

• May 23-25 Cincinnati OH, IMAGO 
Conference, COAB May 25, EarthSpirit 


Now only $25! Git yer copy now! 


Earth f| p First! 

Live in Texas, the first 13 years 


Spiral bound, 100s of pages, clippings, 
graphics, photos, cartoons. Send $25 to: 
Austin EF!, POB 7292, Austin, TX 78713 


Rising; (513) 921-5124; earthrising@ 
geocities.com, JS & RR 

• May 25 Rainforest Roadshow, 
EarthConnection, Cincinnati; (513) 
451-3932; ddepuydt@igc.org, JS & RR 

• May 25 Celebration of The Word 

and Sacrament, High Point Church, 
Union, KY; (606) 384-4400; 

MendleAdam@aol.com, JS & RR 

• May 29-31 COAB, Northwest Earth 
Institute, Portland, OR; (503) 288- 
1099; scnw@teleport.com, JS & RR 

• May 31 An Evening of 
Ecopsychology in Portland, OR with 
Ingrid Schuitevoerder; (503) 248-1608; 
ingrids@igc.org, RR & JS 

• JUNE 5-7 COAB, Ashland, OR (541) 
482-4459; pamelat@mind.net, JS & RR 

• June 12-14 COAB, Breitenbush Hot 
Springs, Detroit OR; (503) 854-3314; 
reservations@breitenbush.com, JS & RR 

All the proceeds from our workshops 
and speaking engagements will go to 
Rainforest Information Centre projects 
in Ecuador, New Guinea, India and 
beyond. If our show is headed for your 
neck of the woods, contact us, and 
we'll send you some fliers to stick up 
in your town. 

For workshop descriptions see, 
http://forests.org/ric/seed/deep-eco/ 
johnseed.htm. To learn more about 
the projects we're funding, check 
out our internet site http:// 
forests.org/ric/ For July to October 
dates or more information contact 
(800) 555-8839, jseed@igc.org or 
rrosenhek@aol.com). 


THE 0EP&VERS 

EC0*R0CK YOU, 

“Have a Global Warming Day" 
-title cut as heard on NPR. 
Featuring Jan and Spring 
Lundberg on vocals, Gettheir 
1 3-song first album, 
oncassette for $1 2, from 
Alliance for a Paving Moratorium 
P.O. Box 4347, Areata, 
Humboldt, Calif. 9551 8 USA 



Page 34 Earth First! Beltane 1998 












Things to Go... Piaces to See... People to Do... 


End Corporate 
Dominance 

May 29-31 

The growing movement to dismantle 
corporations and their mechanisms of 
domination attains focus in the Pacific 
Northwest this May. A broad coalition 
of activists has planned a free Regional 
Conference to End Corporate Domi- 
nance Over Ecosystems and Commu- 
nities at Portland State University. 

Intended as a means to spark public 
dialogue and debate, attendees will 
emerge knowledgeable of the lengthy 
history of resistance, indigenous ways 
of thinking and behaving and strate- 
gies and tactics to promote alterna- 
tives to a homogenous, consumption- 
driven, corporate future. 

Confirmed speakers are award-win- 
ning filmmaker Lee Lew Lee (All Power 
to the People), author Ward Churchill 
(Agents of Repression), Cecilia Rodriguez 
(US spokesperson of the Zapatistas), Ri- 
chard Grossman (co-director of the Pro- 
gram on Corporations, Law & Democ- 
racy), investigative journalists Gerard 
Colby and Charlotte Dennett (Thy Will 
Be Done), Jeff Mackler (national secre- 
tary of Socialist Action) and Jeffrey St. 
Clair (co-editor of Counterpunch). 

Advance donations are greatly ap- 
preciated, as is assistance with infor- 
mation distribution. Contact (541) 
345-5720, 468-2028 or (503) 241-5468. 


Do or Die 


The latest issue (164 pages!) hit the 
streets in March. This compilation of 
voices from activists within EF! comes 
highly recommended. "We almost 
killed ourselves and each other doing 
it, so we think it's quite good!" Send 
£2.50 (inc p&p), $6 overseas to South 
Downs EF!, POB 2971, Brighton BN2 
2GY, England. 


FBI Fiddling 

May 24 

Fiddle down at the FBI Headquarters 
at 450 Golden Gate Ave., San Francisco, 
CA, at 12 noon. Yes, you heard right! 
Rosin up yer bow. The FBI office hoe- 
down will honor fiddler and Earth First! 
activist Judi Bari and support her civil 
rights lawsuit against the feds for trying 
to frame her for a car bomb assassina- 
tion attempt that crippled her for the 
remaining seven years of her life. 

Bari tragically passed away from 
breast cancer in March of 1997 at the 
age of 47 leaving behind two young 
daughters. Still held in the evidence 
locker of the FBI is Judi's fiddle. On the 
eight-year anniversary of the car bomb, 
we'll be demanding the return of Judi's 
fiddle, along with a call to end FBI 
political repression. 

Perhaps you'd like to organize your 
own Fiddle Down of the FBI in your 
own region. For more information, call 
(707) 468-1660 or 923-4949. 

Gaia 

Music Festival 
July 17-19 

The Gaia Music Festival, featuring 
music for nature-based spirituality and 
environmental defense will be held in 
Laytonville, California. Cost is $20/day, 
$35/weekend, including camping and 
parking. This gathering will bring to- 
gether environmental troubadors and 
goddess/pagan bards with the inten- 
tion of bringing spirit to activism and 
activism to spirit. All proceeds will ben- 
efit the Headwaters Forest Campaign, 
Green Egg Magazine and other non-prof- 
its. Musicians, vendors and volunteers 
can send inquiries, demo tapes, etc. to 
Environmentally Sound Promotions, 
POB 2254, Redway, CA 95560; (707) 
923-4949; ensopro@asis.com. 


On June 1 , 1 997 in Eugene, Oregon, 

1 1 PEOPLE CLIMBED LARGE TREES DOWN- 
TOWN TO HALT THEIR DESTRUCTION. THE 

Eugene Police Department re- 
sponded BY PEPPER SPRAYING AND BRU- 
TALIZING THE TREESITTERS. A FUND HAS 
BEEN SET UP TO HELP PAY THE COSTS OF 
A CIVIL SUIT AGAINST THE CITY. SEND 
DONATIONS TO THE JUNE 1 LEGAL DE- 
FENSE Fund, c/o Our Credit Union, 
POB 11922, Eugene, OR 97440. 


the N 

Res 


information about 
& support for 
imprisoned 
anti-nuclear & 
anti-war activists 



The Caretaker Gazette is a unique 
newsletter containing job openings, 
advice & information for property 
caretakers,housesitters & landowners 
Published since 1983, each issue has 
80+ property caretaking job oppor- 
tunities, worldwide.Property caretak- 
ers enjoy rent-free living in desirable 
locations.Only$15/ha!f yr, or$24/yr. 
« Sources*^ 



The Caretaker Gazette, 1 845 Deane- 
EF, Pullman WA 99 163 .Credit card 
orders, please call: (509) 332-0806. 


• Action reports & future actions « 
Prisoner support info • International I 
resistance news • Writings from jail • 1 
A network for nonviolent direct action! 


$ 15/year 

(US$20 Canada, US$25 overseas) 

ASK FOR A FREE SAMPLE ISSUE 


POB 43383, Tucson, AZ 85733 USA 
nukeresister@igc.org 



CONCERNED^ W 
SINGLES ~ O 


NEWSLETTER 


\ 


links compatible, 
socially conscious 
singles who care 
about the earth, 
the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide • Ail ages • Since 1984 
Free Sample: Write Box 444-EF, 
Lenox Dale, M A 01242; 
call (413) 445-6309; 

or browse http://www.concemedsingles.com 


Unity in Diversity 

One People, 

One Movement 
San Luis, Colorado 
June 5-7 

Come to a gathering of the minds, 
intended to break down the barriers 
that divide the activist community 
and learn to find strength in our dif- 
ferences. Lively discussions with log- 
gers and ranchers are certain to take 
place in workshops entitled "Violent 
vs. Nonviolent Revolution," "Drugs 
and Alcohol in the Movement," 
"Cross-cultural Organizing" and "Zero 
Cut vs. Sustainable Forestry." 

The gathering is to be held at the 
base of the Sangre de Cristos in South- 
ern Colorado, home to a seventh gen- 
eration sustainable farming commu- 
nity threatened by the largest timber 
sale in the country. 

What to bring: An open mind, a 
desire to effect change and unbridled 
creativity. Prepare for cold weather 
camping. Please bring food to contrib- 
ute to communal cooking as well. If 
possible, leave your dog at home, or be 
a very responsible parent. Do not bring 
weapons or illegal drugs. 

There will be a convoy leaving for 
North Carolina to celebrate the after- 
gathering party with Zachary Taylor, 
the greedy destroyer of La Sierra and 
racist desecrator of the San Luis farm- 
ing community. Come dance on the 
ruins of his estate with us! 

For more information contact An- 
cient Forest Rescue/Culebra EF! at POB 
762, San Luis, CO 81152; (719) 672- 
3012; afr@amigo.net. 


NW Rendezvous 


Cove/Mallard Reunion! 

Workshops, food, drink and friends! 
May 23-25 at the Cove/Mallard 
basecamp. For information, contact 
the Cove/Mallard Coalition at POB 
8968, Moscow, ID 83843; (208) 882- 
9755; cove@moscow.com. 



Salva La Sierra / 
Taylor Ranch 

Roadshow 

with Danny Dollinger 

The Salva La Sierra roadshow is soon 
to be touring the South. We'll be featur- 
ing the newly released documentary on 
the struggle to save La Sierra, a slideshow 
and the jammin' tunes of EF! musician 
Danny Dollinger. The tour will culmi- 
nate with a giant party to be hosted by 
Zachary T aylor, the owner of the T aylor 
ranch, at his home in North Carolina. A 
three-day gathering will take place prior 
to the party, demanding accountability 
for the cultural and ecological genocide 
he is imposing on La Sierra and the 
town of San Luis. Please join us! 

• May 14 — Memphis, TN 

• May 16 — Chatanooga, TN 

• May 18 — Knoxville, TN 

• May 19 — Ashville, NC 

• May 21 — Boone, NC 

• May 22-25 — Heartwood Conference 

• May 28 — Roanoke, VA 

• May 30 — Charlottesville, VA 

• June 1 — Chapel Hill, NC 

• June 5 — Athens, GA 

• June 10-12 — Newburn, NC 

• June 12-17 — Basecamp 

For more information contact 
Culebra EF! or Ancient Forest Rescue 
at POB 762, San Luis, CO 811 52; (719) 
672-3012; afr@amigo.net. 


Fantastic 
Phone Savings! 

from 


A 


Long Distance 

Affinity Long Distance 
guarantees a rate reduction 
on your phone bill. Plus, 
Affinity will give 5% of your 
bill to the EF! Journal ; 
a gift that keeps on giving. 
To sign up, contact Steve at 
Affinity, 2631 Regent St., 
Berkeley, CA 94704-3314 
(510)644-2778 . 

ORG# 6710500-000 • REP# 141-0142-85 


Smash Corporate Consumerism 
Art and Revolution! 

Second Annual Convergence 
May 15-17 Camano Island, Washington 

A&R is about bringing our ideas together, skills exchang- 
ing, learning and teaching, puppet making, dance, stilt walk- 
ing, street theatre, music, action planning, consensus and 
nonviolence training. Our theme for this weekend is to 
oppose careless consumerism. We will conclude our fun-filled 
weekend with a procession demonstrating our resistance 
through the streets of Seattle. 

Pre-registration is requested. Receive $10 off before May 9, 
otherwise $35-$85 sliding scale donation to pay for vegan meals, 
camping, materials and expenses. Work trade offered. Contact 
f g? Cascadia Art & Revolution at POB 85541, Seattle, WA 98145; (206) 
1 3 632-2954; car@scn.ofg. 
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NEW Earth First ! Stuff new books 


T-SHIRTS 

(All t-shirts are 100% cotton and 
available in medium, large and extra 
large. For XXL add an additional $3.) 

Eagle 

Black on Unbleached— $12 


Earth First! Fist 

Green Fist on Unbleached— $12 
Black Fist on Kelly or Willow Green— $12 
Multi-color on Black or Forest Green — $15 
Green Fist w/ White lettering on Black— $12 




• NEW T-SHIRTS • 

Stop Public Lands Ranching 

Bison busting fence 
Silver on Black — large only $10! 

“ The Cow that Ate the West” 
Black on Cream — large only $10! 


EARTH 


FIRST! 


Earth First! Tools 

Black Tools on Unbleached — $12 
Black Tools on Blue or Tan— small only $6! 


Send for a FREE copy of our 

COMPLETE MERCHANDISE CATALOG! 



No Fucking Compromise 

White on Black— $12 




Visualize Direct Action 

Black and White on Unbleached— $12 


Arm & Wrench 

Multi-color on Yellow /Gold— $15 


More • NEW • EF! Paraphernalia 


• 100% Hemp Wallets • 

.Tan w/Black & Green Fist and Black Lettering 
specify wording “Greed Kills" or “Earth First!” — only $10! 



Fist Patch 

Quality 3-inch patches for 
your daypack, jacket or butt 
Earth First! Fist — $3 

Rubber Stamps 

Sturdy wood-block stamps 
made from unfinished scrap 
Earth First! Fist — $5 
Earth First! Tools — $5 


NEW • NEW • NEW 

100% Hemp Cap 

Tan w/black & green 
embroidered fist — $14 

Fist Caps 

(100% cotton, adjustable) 
Desert Camo — $12 
Brown Forest Camo — $12 


Silent Agitators 

Little 1.5-inch stickers good 
for your bike or your bulldozer 
Earth First! Fist — 30/$2 
Earth First! Tools — 30/$2 
No Deal, Assholes — 30/$2 

Window Stickers 

3-inch stickers for high visability 
EF! Fist4/$1 • Anti-Grazing-8/$l 


Road Raging 

Tips for Wrecking Roadbuilding 

By Road Alert! 

Advice on building and maintaining a fluid direct 
action — experiences learned from British anti-roads 
campaigns. Diagrams, sample flyers and forms, 
contacts, resouces, appendicies. 220 pages— $12 

Concrete 

Think Like a Mountain 

By Paul Chadwick 

A full-color illustrated novel about a group of EFIers 
who contact Concrete (a mountaineer/writer trapped in 
a concrete body) to help with an old-growth campaign. 

A 6-issue comic book series compiled into a book 
about EF! history and philosophy. 160 pages— $17 

Anarchist Farm 

By Jane Doe. Fiction, 192 pages — $10 

The Big Outside 
A Descriptive Inventory of the Big 
Wilderness Areas of the United States 

By Dave Foreman & Howie Wolke. Maps, list of 
areas by size and state, 490 pages — $17 

Desert Solitaire 

A Season in the Wilderness 

By Edward Abbey. Nonfiction, 295 pages — $6 

EF! Direct Action Manual 

The antidote to despair! Over 150 pages bn block- 
ading tactics, techniques and devices to defend the 
Earth. Diagrams, forms, graphics, 154 pages — $8 

Earth First! Songbook 

77 songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info — $10 

ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood. Extensively 
revised, expanded third edition, 350 pages — $18 

Ecological Resistance Movements: 
The Global Emergence of Radical and 
Popular Environmentalism 

Edited by Bron Taylor. 422 pages — $20 

The End of Nature 

By Bill McKibben. 226 pages — $12 

Green Rage 

Radical Environmentalism and the 
Unmaking of Civilization 

By Christopher Manes. 291 pages — $15 

Grizzly Years 

In Search of the American Wilderness 

By Doug Peacock. Photos, 375 pages — $13 

The Monkeywrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey. Fiction, 387 pages — $7 

Refuge 

An Unnatural History of Family and Place 

By Terry Tempest Williams. 304 pages — $12 

A Sand County Almanac 

with Essays on Conservation from 
Round River 

By Aldo Leopold. Special edition, 295 pages — $10 

Think Like a Mountain 

Towards a Council of All Beings 

By John Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming, Arne 
Naess. Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. 128 pages — $10 

Waste of the West 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs. Encyclopedic overview of grazing. 
Contact list, statistics, over 1,000 photos, car- 
toons, graphics, charts, maps. Large paperback, 
602 pages — $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks - 

By Howie Wolke. Ned Ludd Books, 240 pages — $15 
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Look here for all the latest tunes! 


All music and merchandise prices include shipping. 


handling and royalties 



If A Tree Falls 

Benefit album about saving 
the forest co-produced by 
EFler Darryl Cherney, featur- 
ing John Trudell, Zero, Robert 
Hoyt, Joanne Rand, Bruce 
Cockburn, Hank Williams, Jr., 
Buffy Sainte-Marie, Dan 
Fogelberg, Jello Biafra and 
Mojo Nixon, The Tinklers, 
Alice Di Micele, The Wyrd 
Sisters, Ferron and Rumors of 
the Big Wave! 

(See review on page 33.) 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Keep It Wild! 

14 songs from seven favorite 
EF! musicians: Darryl Cherney, 
Alice Di Micele, Robert Hoyt, 
Dana Lyons, Casey Neill, Peg 
Millett and Joanne Rand. 
Designed by EFIers and pack- 
aged in recycled pulp with 
vegetable ink. What more 
could ya want? 

"Keep It Wild!" The Beaver Song, 
Flaming Arrows, Live Like a Prayer, 
Remember Me, Earth First!, 

Quittin' Time, Turn of the Wrench, 
Radiation on My Windshield, 
Defend the Earth, TV God, 

Dancing on the Ruins 

• ON SALE! • 
TAPE— $9 • CD— $14 

Darryl Cherney 

No one can create a campaign 
song as fast as Darryl. He's a 
campfire favorite. 

"Timber" Who Bombed Judi 
Bari?, Arizona Power Lines, Earth 
Night Action, Which Side Are 
You On? TAPE — $12 
"They Sure Don't Make 
Hippies Like They Used To!" 
Free the Dead, Spike a Tree For 
Jesus, We're All Dead Ducks, 

Xerox the Money TAPE — $12 
"I Had to Be Bom This 
Century" Earth First!, It's 
CAMP, Ballad of the BLM 
TAPE— $12 

Timothy Hull 

An uplifting travelogue of 
environmental activism, 
Timothy's music invokes the 
spirit of the wild. 

"Brightness of Brightness" 
Brightest Angel, Twilight Songs, 
Tough Reckoning, No Destinations, 
My Shirt CD— $17 


Alice Di Micele 

Alice is arguably the 
Northwest's most talented 
singer/songwriter. Her voice and 
lyrics cut straight to your heart. 
"Naked" Trouble in Mind, Make 
it Last, The TV Song, Out of 
Control, Pretty Blue 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Searching" Defend the Earth, 
Land of Broken Promises, Lift Us Up 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Too Controversial" American 
Dream, I Won't Say Good-bye, 
Everybody Needs to be Free 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"It's a Miracle" All or Nothing, 
Not for Sale, The God in You, 
First Snow, The Beaver Song 
TAPE— $12 

"Make a Change" Let it Rain, 
Wise Old Woman, Dismantle, 
Leonard Peltier, In a Gentle Way 
TAPE— $12 

"Circle of Women" (with 
Windsong, Ellouise Burrell, Shelly 
Phillips, Freyda Epstein and Tina 
Maua) Ancient and contemporary 
songs and chants. Earth My Body, 
Circle Round For Freedom, Mother 
I Feel You, Down By The Riverside 
CD— $17 

EXIT- 1 3 

Green grindcore. Extreme 
noise that advocates monkey- 
wrenching, vegetarianism, 
resistance and hemp. 

"Don't Spare the Green Love" 
Spare the Wrench Surrender the 
Earth, My Mind's Mine, Gaia 
CD— $12 

"Ethos Music" Earth First!, 
Only Protest Gives a Hope of Life, 
Reevaluate Life!, Disemboweling 
Party CD— $12 

Robert Hoyt 

Robert's constant touring 
schedule allows him to wow 
audiences across the country 
with his virtuoso guitar playing 
and homegrown lyrics. 
"Dumpster Diving Across 
America" Gasoline and Coffee, 
Trees, Quittin' Time, Hemlock 
Grove, Why Should I Care 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"As American As You" 

It's One of Ours, Enough, 

Shovelin' Mud, Apple Pie, Red 
Mud, Good Americans 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 


Greg Keeler 

Goofy, intelligent, country- 
western parody, Keeler's songs 
poke fun at everything worth 
poking fun at. 

"Enquiring Minds" An Excuse 
to Go Drinkin', House Husband 
Blues, Planet of Morons TAPE — $9 
"Post-Modem Blues" Lament of 
the Laundromat; P-U-B-L-I-C 
L-A-N-D-S; Swiss Army Beatitudes 
TAPE— $9 

"Bad Science Fiction" 

If Bears Could Whistle, Nuclear 
Waste Blues, Duct Tape Psalm 
TAPE— $9 

"Talking Sweet Bye & Bye" 
There'll Come a Revolution, Ski 
Yellowstone, Death Valley Days, 
Idaho, Little Bitty Bugs 
TAPE— $9 

"Songs of Fishing, Sheep and 
Guns in Montana" Fossil Fuel 
Cowboy, Drinkin' My Blues Away 
TAPE— $9 

Dana Lyons 

Dana is one of the most 
popular musicians in the 
movement. His soulful voice 
and dexterous guitar convey a 
powerful, humorous message 
about the state of our world. 
"Cows with Guns" 

Song for Rod Coronado, 
Geronimo, Prayer for This Land, 
Native Forest Song 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Turn of the Wrench" Cry of 
the Forest, Dancing in the Dirt, 
TV God, I Saw Blood 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Animal" R V, I Am an Animal, 
Building One in My City, I Saw 
His Body, Timebomb, The Tree 
TAPE— $12 

"At Night they Howl at the 
Moon — Environmental Songs 
for Kids" (with John Seed) 

Willy the Wombat, The Tree, We 
Don't Want to Live in the Zoo, 
Expanding Universe 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Peg Millett 

Longtime EF! activist and 
convicted monkeywrencher, 

Peg has one of the most beauti- 
ful voices you’ll ever hear. 
"Clear Horizon" Live Like a 
Prayer, Living Planet, Testimony, 
Walk this Trail 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Gentle Warrior" What's Left 
of the West, Forever Wild, High 
Plateau, There is Power, 

Wild Things TAPE— $12 


Ned Mudd and 
his Rustic Band 

Ned's music is neither technically 
nor politically correct. Many of 
the songs were recorded with a 
boombox in an old warehouse; 
but, hey... they sound great! 
•NEW* " f.u.b.a.r. america" 
(with the Blacklight Sombreros) 
Ridin' with the Devil, Alabama 
(N. Young's Lament), Anesthesia, 
Copperhead in the Kitchen, 
Cybershit CD — only $15 
"Fine Time in America" 
Suburbia Blues, Nation of Sheep, 
Vacation from the Rest of the 
World TAPE— only $8 



Casey Neill 


With inspiring, earthy lyrics 
and Celtic/punk/folk guitar, 
Casey is an EF! favorite. 

•NEW* "Casey Neill" 

Another Point of View, Mayday, 
Double Dutch, From the Yardarms, 
Breathe Life CD — $17 
"Pawprints" All My Relations, 
Naked Underneath Your Clothes, 
Resistance!, The Power, G.O.P. 
TAPE— $12 

"riffraff" Flaming Arrows, 
Disorder, Dancing on the Ruins 
(of Multinational Corporations), 
The Codfisher, riffraff 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Jim Page 

A staple on the Northwest folk 
circuit for years and for good 
reason, the man can write. 
"More Than Anything Else In 
The World" A Sign of the Times, 
Valdez, Gays in the Military, Sinead, 
Bishop on the Run, CD — $17 
"Whose World is This" 

Take Our Culture Back, Righ- 
teous, Beautiful Tear, Right to be 
Wrong CD— $17 


Joanne Rand 

Joanne's strong and versatile 
voice climbs and dances 
through her powerful songs. 
"Choosing Sides" 

Koyaanisqatsi, Privileged Class, 
Our Children's Children, I Love It 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Home" I'll Be Washed Away, 
Home, Blood Red, Radiation on 
My Windshield, Eyes Like Salmon 
TAPE— $12 

"The Monkey Puzzle" (with 
The Little Big Band) Earth My 
Body, Wolf at the Door, South 
End Story, Song for No One 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz 

Walkin' Jim’s powerful voice and 
wilderness-inspired lyrics will 
send shivers down your spine. 
"The Vision" The Food Chain 
Song, Wild Wind, Thinking Like 
a Mountain, Way Out West 
TAPE— $9 

"A Kid for the Wild" Manfred 
the Mopey Moose, Ain't Easy Bein' 
an OT Grizzly Bear, If I Were a Tree 
TAPE — $9 

"Forever Wild" I Walk with the 
Old Ones, Green and Growing, 
Wolf Song, Just a Part of the Sky 
TAPE— $9 

"The Web of Life" Howl for the 
Wolf, Buffalo Love, Big Fat Fish, 
Mountain Goat Promenade 
TAPE— $9 

Tree 

Throb and thrash to the passion 
of Tree. Their hard-core version 
of reality is sure to warp yours! 
"Earth First! Profits Last!" 
Freedom Rock, Squatters Rights, 
Negative Hippie, Question Abuse, 
Don't Chop Me Down 
TAPE— only $7 

Judi Bari 

Classic speeches and barn- 
stomping music woven into a 
history of EF! and the redwoods. 
"Who Bombed Judi Bari?" 

The FBI Stole My Fiddle, Redwood 
Summer, Who Bombed Judi Bari? 
CD— $17 

Consolidated 

The hot new release from the 
US's only remaining big political 
band that hasn't sold out. 
"Dropped" Lesbian Avengers, 
Coming of Rage (fight or flight), 
Shell, g.l.o.r.i.a. CD — only $10! 


S EF! Merchandise Order Form 

J Quantity Description 

W 


Clip and send to: 
POB 1415, Eugene, 

Color 

EF! Merchandise, | 
OR 97440 USA 1 

Size Price jf 






c 






1 












1 








. 




1 

[ NAME 

STREET 



TOTAL 


■ 

! CITY 

STATE 

ZIP 

COUNTRY 



orelgn orders 
nAA i av. 

■ 

■ 

® Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Call us at our new # (541) 344-8004 if you haven’t received your order after that. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 

■ 

■ 
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The Warrior Poets Society Presents: 


0A NtGHTff 
iTO HDwL; 


Warrior Poef s Live/ 

February 3, 1994 Live in Los Angeles 
90+ minutes - $10 ppd 

February 8, 1996 Live in Tucson 

(2) 90 minute tapes - $ 1 5 ppd 

Order all 3 tapes for only $20 ppd 

• Professionally dubbed 

• Limited edition 

• One-of-a-kind performances by Earth 
First! poets & musicians 


All proceeds to benefit EF! Campfire Poetry Publishing Project. 

Send check or money order to: Arizona Earth First!, P.O. Box 3412, Tucson AZ 85722 
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burndawn from you. 
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LWOD Distributors mM m 
2425 B Channing Way 
Box 204, Sather Gate Mall 
Berkely, CA 94704 

MY HEROES 0 




Cw<t6!'n 

C i Vfj 

El 1 ! 


HAVE ALWAYS 
KILLED COWBOYS 


Sfl.i* 



Cktx-le, jy /i.lM.D.O. 


appropriate 

technology 




DON’T JUST THINK AND READ 
ABOUT SAVING THE ENVIRONMENT, 

DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT!! 


Each Ultra 7™ LaundryMaster™ System Used Keeps 600 Pounds of Chemical Toxins 
from Contaminating the Earth's Groundwater. Save water and eliminate the need for 
laundry detergents FOREVERI 

Just drop the Ultra 7™ LaundryMaster™ System into the washing machine with your 
dirty clothes. The LaundryMaster™ forces the dirt from clothes using Liquid Magnetic 
Technology. It lasts approximately 2500 washes and is backed by a 7 year warranty. 


J.M. Wilks, Distributor 
P.O. Box 11297 
Prescott, AZ 86302 
(520) 778-7072 


□ One LaundryMaster™ $89.95 +$3.00 Shipping & Handling 

□ TVro LaundryMasters™ $169.96 +$6.00 Shipping & Handling 

Name: 

Address: Apt or Suite: 

City: ; State: Zip Code: 

Card # Expiration Date 

Signature 
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HELP WANTED 

To PROHZBIT ClearGattmgand Chemical Spraying of Oregon's Forests 

Oregonians for Labor Intensive Forest Economics (OLIFE) is 
currently gathering signatures on a statewide Initiative to BAN clearcutting 
and chemical spraying on Oregon's forests. Your help is needed to collect 
the 73,261 signatures required to place the measure on the November 1998 
Oregon ballot. We have until July 2, 1998 to turn in completed petitions for 
the November 1998 election. Oregon voters are needed for petitioning. 

To get petitions or information, call OLIFE at 541-683-1494 in Eugene 
or 503-294-0681 in Portland. Or you can write to us at 454 Willamette Street- 
-Room 211, Eugene, OR 97401. Get your business or organization to help! 

DON'T DELAY, HELP STOP CLEARCUTTING TODAY! 


EarthfjjpFirst! 

Direct Action 
Manual 



The Earth First! Direct Action Manual is the antidote for despair! Over 150 
pages of action-pacfccd information on nonviolent tactics, techniques and 
devices used by activists to defend the Earth from corporate scumbags and 
lawless governments. Check out what it's got! 

DISCONTENTS 

Nonviolence* Legal Defense* Security* Scouting "Backwoods/ 
Backcountry Action • U- Locks • Cobra Link Motorcycle Locks Chains 
and Heavy Duty Cables* 

w — - Lock Boxes and Bracelets* 

Barrels *Batmobiles* Sleeping 

JF'vj Jy ! Dragons *Rail Blockades* 

\ Tripods* Bipods* Mono Poles* 

' ' tvn** - Cantilevers *Tree Srrs* Knots* 

' ” -I I Internets* Road OccuPATioNs/FREe 

1 ~ ’A T — States *Heucopter Blockades •Ship 
L"- J — Blockades*Cat and Mouse* Critical Mass 

i jf - — i — Bike Rides* Hunt Sabotage* Mass Actions* 

• Yarning "Debris* Road Rip* Trucker Fuckers* Hot 

Rocks*Gate Closures*Door Closures* Manure Dumps* Puke-Ins* 
Sawdust Deliveries 'Contacts "Movement History* Campaicn Biogra- 
phies from the US, Australia, U.K. and Canada! 


Etcqpic your campaign with this detailed 
tad heavily illustrated ‘cook book' of the 
strongest blockading tactics known— tactics 
activists ill over the world have proven 
successful when the law fails you... and it will! 


IP 


First Edition 

Uncompromising Nonviolent Resistance 
in Defense of Mother Earth! 


"Years from now our grandchildren will ask us what we did to prevent the 
destruction of planet Earth. The Earth First! Direct Action Manual is your 
ticket out of a shameful reponse. The Manual deserves a place in your pack 
with Ecodefensc and The Final Nail... It will hopefully become required 
reading for our growing movement... " 

— Rodney Coronado 


Avail\i:i.i: for $8 from the Earth First! 
Journal. Use: it ii. order form on i’acii: 33. 



How about a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal? 


clip and send to 

Earth First! Journal, Subscriptions, POB M15, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

O $500 Lifetime Subscription 

CD $25 Regular Rate CD $35 First Class M: 

CD $20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library CD $35 Brown Bag (F 

CD $35 (US$) Surface Mail, International CD $45 (US$) Air Mail 
O $ DONATION O $45 Corporate or 

Subscriber Name 


CD $35 First Class Mail: US, Canada or Mexico 
CD $35 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) 

CD $45 (US$) Air Mail, International (no foreign checks, please) 
CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Subscribe 


Address 
City 


State 


Country . 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 
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US Earth First! Directory 

‘ „ .... / 


ALASKA 
Michael A. Lewis 
POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 
Mike or Billie 
POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 
ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
Bradshaw EF! 

220 Grove, Prescott, AZ 86301 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542; reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu 

CALIFORNIA 

Northcoast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-8911 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney 

POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 923-DEMO 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Sierra EF! 

228 Commercial St., Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 
(916) 753-1678 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
(415) 339-7874; fax 332-4393 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 848-8724; bay.ef-list@iww.org 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92616-4960 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 569-5592 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
(909) 422-1637 
Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(80S) 948-6291 
mojaveef@envirolink.org 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 
(760) 740-1174; sdef@envirolink.org 
COLORADO . 

Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 

mjl@nilenet.com 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

aq328@freenet.uchsc.edu 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen, The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 386, San Luis, CO 81152 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 

Univ. of Georgia, Tate Student Center 

Athens, GA 30602 

Katuah EF! Downsizers 

POB 531, Athens, GA 30603 

(706) 355-9904 

HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440 Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711; 
aloha@hawaiian.net 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation Project 

POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 

(208) 345-8077 

Cove/Mallard Coalition 

POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 

(208) 882-9755; fax 883-0727 

cove @m oscow.com 

ILLINOIS 

Earth First! Chicago 

c/o The Autonomous Zone 

1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 

Chicago, IL 60622; (773) 252-6019 

azone@wwa.com 


Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154 
Chicago, IL 60655 
friends@enteract.com 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 

IOWA 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 52244 
jjquig@blue.uiowa.edu 

MAINE 
Maine EF! 

RFD 1, POB 6000, Athens, ME 04912 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
MARYLAND 
Anacosda-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 

(301)2700857 

http://www jgc.org/icc3 70 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 
Martha's Vineyard EF! 

RR 1, Box 381A 

Martha's Vineyard, MA 02568 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

MICHIGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 

POB 50814, Kalamazoo, MI 49005 

(613) 383-9317 

MINNESOTA 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave So, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 

(612) 362-3387 

earthfirst@juno.com 

MISSOURI 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 
(573) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 
Chinquapin Resistance 
POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 772-6463 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
Bison Action Group 
POB 7326, Bozeman, MT 59771 
(406) 586-9141 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
NEW JERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 
New Mexico Direct Action 
POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 
(505) 988-8128 
NEW YORK 

Wetlands Preserve (James Hansen) 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax 925-8715 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

532 Portage Rd, 1st Floor 
Niagara Falls, NY 14301-1936 
(716) 282-7777 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(704) 285-9521 
Katuah Highlands EF! 

POB 223, Deep Gap, NC 28618 
(910) 973-7032 
stemoody@wilkes.net 
OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119 
(216) 383-9985 


Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513)281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
OEARTHFIRST@oberlin.edu 
Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

8 N. Court St # 309, Athens, OH 45701 
(614) 594-6400 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45255 

OREGON 

Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll., SAO, Portland, OR 97202 

(503) 771-1112x7875 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 

POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 

(503) 241-4879, fax 235-9976 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave, Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln, Montrose, PA 18801 
Allegheny Defense Project 
POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 
(814) 226-4918, adp@envirolink.org 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF! Tennessee VSlley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 624-3939 
TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

POB 7292, Univ. Stn, Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 478-7666, entropy@eden.com 
South Texas Contact 
4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 

POB 804, Burlington, VT 05402 

Save the Corporations 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

Massive Retaliation 

2129 General Booth Blvd #253 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5872 

National Network Against New 

Highways 

POB 5272, Roanoke, VA 24012 
PAW Southwest Virginia 
POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 
(540) 982-0492 

WASHINGTON 

Seattle EF! 

POB 85541, Seattle, WA 98145 
ph/fax (206) 632-2954 
Sea-ef@novaproj .org 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN! 

Midwest Headwaters Action 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St, Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 
The Old Man 

235 Travis, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 
(715) 423-5636 
North Forests EF! 

748 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh, WI 54901 

(920) 424-0265 

Bay Area North Guard 

POB 116, Washburn, WI 54891 

(715) 373-2717 

Driftless EF! c/oWPA 

POB 2761, LaCrosse, WI 54602-2761 

(608) 782-6997 

Sand County EF! 

POB 992, Stevens Point, WI 54481 
Chippewa Valley EF! 

POB 143, Menomonie, WI 54751-0790 


EF! PROJECTS 
6 CAMPAIGNS 


Bison Action Group 

4880 S. 19, Bozeman, MT 59718 

(406) 586-9141 

Cascadia Fire Ecology 

Education Project 

ROB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403 

Coast Watch 

POB 1811, Rockland, ME 04841 

Cold Mountain, 

Cold Rivers Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867 
cmcr@wildrockies.org 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 376-7329, fax 631-7958 


End Corporate Dominance 

POB 7292, Austin, TX 78713 

(512)478-7666 

entropy@eden.com 

Genetic Alert 

Wise Use Watch 

POB 2182 , Berkeley, CA 94702 

haicarl@rahul.net 

Warrior Poets Society 

ASUC Box 361 

Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 

0 Xtract from Public Lands 

EF!J, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 


; International EF! Directory 


Check out the international 
Earth First! web page at: 
http://www.hrc.wmin.ac.uk/ 
campaigns/ef/eart hfirst.html 
AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

Australian EF! Action Update 
POB 12046, Elizabeth St 
Brisbane 4002 
ef_au@hotmail.com 

CANADA 

Coast Mountains EF! 

1472 Commercial Drive, Box 128 

Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9 

(604) 708-9660 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 

EF! Manitoba 

15-222 Osborne St. South 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 

(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto 

POB 70, 1576 Queen St. West 
Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 
EF! Ottawa 
Box 4612 Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 
Autonomous Green Action 
POB 4721, Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 
di695@freenet.carleton.ca 
EF! Montreal, Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, PQ H2X 2T3 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 
Abbey St., Ballinrobe 
County Mayo 
Limerick Talamh Glas 
41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 

00 353 61 313308, atglas@tinet.ie 
ENGLAND 

Over 35 EF! groups exist in England; 
for a list, contact: 

EF! Action Update, Dept. 29, 

1 Newton St, Manchester Ml 1HW 
(0161) 224 4846 
actionupdate@gn.afHj.org 
Oxford EF! 

Box E, 111 Magdalen Rd., 

Oxford, OX4 IRQ, (01865) 791391 
South Downs EF!, Dead Trees EF! 
and Do or Die 

POB 2971, Brighton BN2 2GY 
savage@easynet.co.uk 

FRANCE 

Eco-Action/EF! France 
95 Rue de la Marine 
62224 Equihen-Plage 
(+33) 3 21 31 1862, fax 1953 
eco-action.ef.mala@wanadoo.fr 


GERMANY 
EF! Germany 

c/o Avalon, Friedrich-Ebert Str 24 
45127 Essen 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 

THE NETHERLANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
ruigoord@hotmail.com 
PHILIPPINES 
Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
POLAND 
Workshop for All Beings 
ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3 
43-300 Bielsko, Biala 
fax 048-33-183153 
RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80, tretyput@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers, Moscow 
(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
ph/fax +7 (0112)43 72 86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 

SCOTLAND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow 04 9AB 
44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax 44 (0)41 424 3688 
scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLOVAKIA 
Earth First! 

A. Hlinku 11, 96001 Zvolen 
kolenka@uvt.tuzvo.sk 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demandes 
Taller de E. A. A. CURUXA 
J. B. Xelmirer J, Campus Universitario 
1570 S Santiago 
(81) 584321, fax (81) 584533 
SWEDEN 
Morgan Larsson 
Lagmansgaten 9C 
46-37 Vanersborg 
UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
c/o Nadia Shevchenko 
POB 322, Kiev 252187 
+7 (38044) 263-4954, 265-7628 
nadia@gluk.apc.org 


PRISONER SUPPORT 


Rod Coronado 
0389S-000, FC1 Unit SW 
8901 S. Wilmot Rd. 

Tucson, AZ 85706 USA 
North American ALF 
Support Group 
Box 69597, 5845 Yonge. St. 
Willowdale, Ontario 
M2M4K3 Canada 


Robert Lawrence 
#61950-065 
FPC Lompoc 
3705 W. Farm Rd. 

Lompoc, CA 93436 USA 
Direct Action Defense Fund 
POB 57357 

Tucson, AZ 85732-7357 USA 
(520) 795-5171 
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Virtual 

Luddites 


Lighten Up! Globalization Ain't So Bad! 

WORLDWIDE PARTIES RECLAIM THE STREETS 


Monkeywrenching 
On the Web 


by Stefan Wray 

Computers. Some of us swear by them. 
Others against them. But whether 
you're for or against computers, they 
aren't likely to go away anytime soon. 
They are fast becoming part of nearly 
everyone's reality. It is almost impos- 
sible to function today without being 
touched by computers. But even if we 
somehow manage to live far from com- 
puterized society, our opponents, like 
the federal government and giant cor- 
porations, depend heavily on these 
microprocessing machines. Given that 
our political opponents are among the 
most wired in the world, it is foolish to 
ignore the computer. Rather, it is im- 
portant to turn our attention toward it, 

to understand it and to transform it into 
an instrument of resistance. For the 
Luddites of the world who resist com- 
puters, consider using them to resist. 

Until recently, most radical computer 
use had been confined to communicat- 
ing messages over the Internet. In the 
1980s, social movements began to en- 
gage in computer-mediated political com- 
munication. Today political communi- 
cation by e-mail, supplemented by texts, 
sounds and images posted on intercon- 
nected websites, represents the bulk of 
communicative computer use by radical 
social movements around the world. The 
experience of the global pro-Zapatista 
movement exemplifies these forms of 
international political communication 
on the Internet. 


by Ayelet Hines and Craig Evarts 



It's all the rage. Kids love it more than Beenie Babies and sniffing glue. Reclaim the Streets actions debuted in London 
in 1991 and have become a favorite pastime in cities around the globe. Reclaim the Streets (RTS) parties celebrate the 
anti-roads movement by promoting walking, cycling and free public transportation, while cursing cars, roads and the 
system that bore them. Paint-it-yourself bicycle lanes, road blockades, street parties and strike organizing have all been 
part of the worldwide effort to reclaim public space and resist our money-grubbing car culture. 

May 16 was the international RTS day of observance. Ana r chists throughout the world defied even the calendar 
by taking back their streets 
as early as April. The 
partygoers all had a fabu- 
lously good time, which is 
more than can be said for 
most of the police who 
patrolled them. We ranked 
police forces around the 
world according to their 
ability to have fun, and 
here's how the cops scored 
from cranky to swanky: 

Prague, Czech Republic: 

Don't take Czech po-po to 
your prom. They aren't 
much fun at all. In fact, 

they are far and away the 
losers of this year's Golden 
Donut, Fun Cop Award. 

Prague's first RTS day of 
observance went off with 
a bang. Over 3,000 people 
blocked the city's main 

road with four sound sys- Dancing on the ruins in London. 

terns, 20 disc jockeys, 30 drummers, a puppet show and fire performers. Six police cars, a few billboards, three 
McDonalds, a Kentucky Fried Chicken and a skinhead shop were demolished. Police arrested over 100 partygoers. 
Local media declared the party the biggest police confrontation in the country in ten years. Forty people were 
injured and 22 police officers hospitalized. A judge ruled that nine party guests, charged with hooliganism and 
attacking public officials, must remain in custody during an investigation of the party. If convicted, they face up 
to three years in prison. The festivities were condemned by Czech Greenpeace, but what do you expect from a party 
hosted by the Czechoslovak Anarchist Federation, the Rainbow Keepers and Earth First!? 

Toronto, Canada: Toronto police lose big fun points for weaving through the party with knives, cutting streamers, 
bursting balloons and threatening people with arrest. Over 600 dancing and drumming riffraff split into two unwieldy 
groups reclaiming their streets. The balloon-stomping squad, after harassing people sitting in the street, eventually opened 
their blockade, allowing partygoers to march down the street. Four people were arrested for having fun, a felony in Canada. 



OCCIDENTAL HEADQUARTERS BLOCKADED 


by Pan and Fish Taco 


continued on page 16 


continued on page 21 


HANDS OFF THE U’WA! 


Occidental Petroleum (Oxy) plans to drill for oil and lay an oil pipeline in the 
Samore block of the Arauca state of Colombia, an area that, according to the 
indigenous U'wa tradition, has been the sacred homeland of their people since 
the beginning of time. The U'wa have vowed to walk off a 1,400-foot cliff in a 
mass suicide if their ancestral home is violated. There is good reason to take the 
threat seriously. Once before, when the Spanish conquistadors came, a large 
number of U'wa walked over the same cliff. Nonetheless, the Los Angeles-based 
Oxy corporation continues making plans to drill. 

Guerrilla warfare always follows oil development in Colombia. Because of 
guerrilla sabotage, another Occidental oil project, the Canon Limon pipeline, 
has spilled 1 .7-million barrels of crude oil over the last 1 1 years, the equivalent 
of over five Exxon Valdez - size spills. Either by poisoning their land, destroying 
their self-sufficient culture or provoking guerilla crossfire or direct attack, the 
U'wa are certain to be killed by Oxy if this oil project goes ahead. 

continued on page 15 


"Blood" spilled at Oxy headquarters. 


photo by Andrew Testa ' 
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We Don’t Deserve to Win 

At times, I feel like the Earth First! movement is regress- 
ing. What happened to the days of blowing up dams and 
assassinating James Watt? (Okay, we never jp 
those things, but it seems like we are 
about them nowadays.) Vast 
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actions, for entire campaigns. The people that are good at 
it will inspire us to work with them again. 

The one time I worked with Greenpeace, I was impressed 
by their structure for actions. The action had a leader 
(campaigner) who had ultimate say over and responsibility 
the GPers' actions. Different people were empowered 
for their parts of the actions — boat coordi- 
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One last note: We are still looking for an addition 
editor to fill out our staff. If you 're the type to stay 
and tell stories about how the movement used to bt 
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we need charismatic leaders, pe obleP who inspij^s, people 
we trust, people who haveearnld our respe 
We actually do haveofgahizers aBjflead eifei 'p potef 
in Earth First!; we just need to empower o^pives to l<j 
A good model for us might ne the §arly Wobbly me 
ment: lots of leaders but no bossellTlayinglqaders does 1 
mean that we're stuck with them or thifc^'hkveTQ follow 
orders. Leadership does not mean hierarcr 
ship. Reluctant leaders are often the best. An et 
leader has a good a sense of humor, shares rather than 
hoards information and, above all, is able to recognize and 
give up a firmly-held belief if someone else has a better 
one. Leadership roles can be rotated, at meetings, at 
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and fern. Now he has cycled back into the forest floor where new 
seedlings sprout this spring. We love you, Lee. 
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auna Cabala 

Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious art. 


Romance among fireflies can be deadly. These lumines- 
cent beetles, who have photochemical equipment at the 
tips of their abdomens, flash species-specific signals to 
announce their readiness to mate. Males fly about flaunt- 
ing elaborate flashes while females, lounging in the bushes, 
reply with a single blink. The length of time a female waits 
before signaling is her species-specific password. If the 
delay is appropriate, a male of the same species lands and 
mating occurs. 

Females of several Photuris species, however, have bro- 
ken the codes of other fireflies. They mimic the female 
signals of a few Photinus species (both genera inhabit the 
US and South America). Male Photinus land, believing they 
are about to mate and are devoured. The femme fatales not 


by Faith Walker 

only get a free meal but also predator-repelling toxins 
called lucibufagins (LCB) found in the prey's tissue. 

Why Photinus naturally have these compounds while 
Photuris don't is unclear; it is perhaps acquired from a 
plant. When a bird or spider attacks an armed firefly, the 
beetle rapidly exudes blood droplets that contain LCB, 
causing spiders to withdraw and birds to vomit. LCBs likely 
protect the beetles from other common predators such as 
bats and mice as well. 

A single Photinus male is enough to protect 
a female Photuris, but she must continue to 
woo and eat males because she passes the 
LCB with her eggs, thereby protecting them 
from predation. Certain Photinus species have 
caught on. A cautious male will land out of 
the female's reach as he mimics her signal, 
thus confusing rival males while giving 
him time to scrutinize her. 

These fireflies exemplify an evolutionary 
arms race, as well as the procurement of 
defensive chemicals for one's own use, a 
common, but usually less aggressive, strategy. 



Earth First! Journal 
LITHA 

June 21. 1998 

Vol. 18. No. 6 

The Earth First! Journal is published by an 
editorial staff from within the Earth First! 
movement. Entire contents are copyrighted 
1998. We allow reprinting if credit is given, 
except for those articles specifically copy- 
righted by the author. Art, photographs 
and poetry are copyrighted by the indi- 
vidual artists and permission for use must 
be received from them. 

Earth First! Journal is a forum for the no- 
compromise environmental movement. 
Responsibility rests with the individual 
authors and correspondents. The contents 
do not necessarily represent the viewpoint 
of this newspaper, the Earth First! 
movement, local Earth First! groups or 
individual Earth Firstiers. 

Submissions are welcomed and should be 
typed or clearly printed. Send a SASE if you 
would like them returned. If you want con- 
firmation of receipt of a submission, please 
request it. We encourage submissions on 
Macintosh disks or via e-mail. Art or photo- 
graphs are desirable to illustrate articles and 
essays. (Prints are best, negatives are good, 
slides are fair.) They will be returned if 
requested. 

All submissions are edited for length and 
clarity. If an article is significantly edited, 
we will make a reasonable effort to contact 
the author prior to publication. 

ISSN 1055-8411 Earth First! Journal is 
indexed in the Alternative Press Index. The 
Earth First! Journal is recorded on microfilm 
by University Microfilms, Inc. 

All correspondence regarding subscrip- 
tions, merchandise orders, donations, 
letters to the editor, articles, photos, 
graphics, etc., should be directed to: 

Earth First! Journal 

POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 
Phone: (541) 344-8004, Fax: 344-7688 
E-mail: earthfirst@igc.org 
http://www.envirolink.org/orgs/ef 

King Quitter: James P. Flynn, Esq. 

Queen Quitter: Ayelet Hines 
Spiritual Guide: Acasia Berry 
Merchandise Merchant: Isabella 
List Master: Jeff Hogg 
Vernacular Enrichment: Craig Evarts, 
Josh Laughlin, Ayelet Hines, Jim Flynn, 
John Bowling, Lacey Phillabaum, 

Poetry Digestor: Dennis Fritzinger 
Enablers: Carol, Kim, Frog, Katie, Nat, 
Michelle, Ellen, Sarah, Kelsey, Catia, 
Allisone, James, Jeff, Kurt 
Artists in this issue include: Vaughn 
Frick, Sue Ring, Faith Walker, Mary Ann 
Showers, Mollie 

Cover: Clark treesit photo by Kurt Jensen 

SCHEDULE 

Earth First! Journal is published 8 times a year 
on the solstices, equinoxes, and cross- 
quarter days on or about November 1, De- 
cember 21 (Winter Solstice), February 2, 
March 21 (Vernal Equinox), May 1, June 21 
(Summer Solstice), August 1, and September 
21 (Autumnal Equinox). One-year subscrip- 
tions in the US via third class mail are $25. 
First class delivery is $35. Outside the US, 
surface delivery is $35 and airmail is $45. 
Corporate and law enforcement rate is $45. 

Deadline for the next issue is: 
July 11 

Deadline for the following issue is: 
August 24 


Page 2 Earth First! Litha 1998 


<* f » 5 -r , « » f • r M i ' MM- *.*.* «.*.*.* 1 . 



by Jan Lundberg 

Meeting after meeting, fair weather or foul, clan- 
destine or public, Earth Firstlers generally come 
and go by car. Bicycles and public transport are 
seldom used. At best, activists carpool a lot and 
allegedly put their cars to lofty uses. Yet the US car 
fleet is the number one source of global climate- 
changing CO z and the main source of ozone-layer 
depleting chlorofluorocarbons. 

The nomadic culture of living with 
a car or depending on drivers is too 
large a factor in today's activist 
movement. Unfortunately, good 
activists who have opted out of "up- 
ward mobility" tend to hold onto 
their cars in order to maintain a 
particular lifestyle. Going to the for- 
ests or the next action is so much a 
car exercise that driving is in effect 
acceptable, whereas eating a single 
hamburger is a far bigger no-no. 

Even a lot of car-dependent activists admit there 
is room for change. But the importance of saving a 
certain grove or moving back to the land, i.e. far 
from any bus service, excuses car dependency in 
their minds. Meanwhile, a totally meaningful re- 
bellion against car culture is avoided. Knowing 
what we know about the vanishing natural envi- 
ronment and the causes, 1970s-style piecemeal 
environmental action does not suffice. 

Picture an almost completely auto-free Earth 
First! that uses cars only in the case of emergency. 
Driving isn't good outreach. If activists gave up 
their car addictions, the public would sefe activists 
up close and have a chance to interact with them. 
Most Earth First! rendezvous could be in or near 
urban areas, allowing contact with more people and 
addressing climate issues. 

What would the Earth First! movement be with- 
out its car habit? Well, getting rid of 100 percent of 
our cars would cut down on most actions carried 
out today. But other actions, including the ex- 
ample of car-free daily living, would be feasible. 
Guerrilla depaving may come into vogue: Food 
could be planted, a la the Diggers, and then de- 
fended with civil disobedience. This would ques- 



tion property rights and create community. 

If an Earth First! with 90-percent fewer cars were 
to maintain its current campaigns, perhaps serious 
environmentalism would become synonymous with 
being car free. The few EF! cars still left could be used 
for essential purposes: picking up people from wil- 
derness actions, dropping off a time sensitive re- 
cording to a major media outlet, etc. 

No activist putting the Earth first should sweep 
under the rug the fact that cars are weapons of mass 
destruction: Driving is violence. It pollutes, kills 
animals and funds the crude and oily corporations 


that despoiled Alaska's Prince William Sound and 
contributed to the execution of environmental ac- 
tivists in Nigeria. 

Nonetheless, cars, even during this war-for-oil 
era, don't evoke an emotional response among 
many good activists, compared to issues like road 
kill. Lesser evils get much more attention, despite 
the million animals a day slaughtered on US 
roads, a number greater than the total killed by 
animal-pound executions, hunting and vivisec- 
tion combined. 

Focusing on place of beauty and species diversity 
when they are threatened by roads, bulldozers and 
other vehicles toting chainsaws, etc. is essential for 
saving our local and global environment. But many 


activists, especially the usually car-owning leaders, 
too often unwittingly and counter-productively limit 
their action to piecemeal and possibly pointless 
objectives. This happens when the big picture is 
ignored, i.e. the certainty of climate change com- 
bined with the gross overpopulation of humans, 
especially polluters. Driving a car more than, say, 
once a month is the kind of self-deception that 
belongs in the long-gone days of early environmen- 
tal innocence, not today. 

Global warming and ozone-layer depletion are 
probably going to fry the forests, and the main 
factor in those threats is not clearcuts, but 
motor vehicles. Thinking about the planet's 
whole ecosystem, it could be that the loss of 
Headwaters forest would not render the global 
climate as warmed as a NAFTA Superhighway. 

Additionally, whether we're walking our talk 
with the car issue or not, the easy tendency to 
vilify one greedy soul and one corporate plun- 
derer (Charles Hurwitz and Maxxam Corp., for 
example) may serve to mislead mainstream 
people into thinking that it's not wasteful, 
polluting consumers who are driving the for- 
ests to extinction. The national lifestyle has to 
change radically, or Headwaters and the planet 
do not have a chance. 

Being anti-car is not our main purpose at the 
Alliance for a Paving Moratorium. We prima- 
rily fight roads and point to alternatives such 
as car-free living and pedal-powered produce 
delivery. In our office we are not completely 
pure, as we utilize machines and nonrenewable 
resources. We have a website you can check out on 
some pollution box. Besides on-line fact-sheets, 
there's a roundup of the Kyoto Climate Change 
Conference from the standpoint of roadfighting 
and dissing cars and trucks. 

Let's look ahead to a revitalized activist move- 
ment that may somehow grow rapidly, instead of 
counting hollow victories and then driving or 
carpooling to the next meeting, concert or party. 

fan Lundberg helps publish and edit the Auto-Free 
Times. Contact the Alliance for a Paving Moratorium at 
POB 4347, Areata, CA 95518; (707) 826-7775; http: 
www.BikeRoute.com/AutoFree. Membership in theAPM 
comes with a subscription. 





Hey folks, 

Warm greeting from the Big 
Island. After observing the way 
Goddess Pele can wipe out roads 
and infrastructure faster than a 
New York second, I was thinking 
we should try and get Her on our 
side. What do you think? Can I 
have permission to invite Her to 
the RRR? 

Cheers, 

— AI D. 

Dear EF! 

Garth Kahl's "Rethinking the 
Border" (May-June 1998) is a 
thoughtful and intelligent look at 
the population/immigration ques- 
tion. Kahl is absolutely correct that 
dogmatic "politically correct" left- 
ist ideologues such as Alexander 
Cockburn cloud the debate with 
absurd charges of racism leveled at 
those who support both birth con- 
trol and immigration control. 

Regardless of one's position 


on the Sierra Club ballot initia- 
tive, overpopulation remains the 
primary force behind virtually 
all threats of life on Earth. And 
the last thing the Earth needs is 
an increasing number of Ameri- 
cans, the world's most prolific 
consumers, regardless of race or 
background. 

— Howie Wolke 

Bitterroot Mountains, Montana 

Dear SFB: 

I was glad to see Garth Kahl's 
article "Rethinking the Border," 
about the need to discuss the 
possibility of closing our borders, 
or at the very least reducing im- 
migration. Our ecological integ- 
rity is unraveling quickly enough 
that surely we need to discuss all 
possible remedies. 

I do not believe, however, it 
would be appropriate for us to 
close our borders, in great mea- 
sure because such an action 


would be clearly racist and classist 
(what color, and how poor, are 
most of the immigrants to whom 
many "close the border" advo- 
cates object?). It would also be 
simply too ironic for a culture 
that invaded this continent, and 
that rules it by force, to disallow 
others to enter. 

There is one condition under 
which I would fully approve of 
this country closing our borders 
to immigrants: if we simulta- 
neously close our borders to the 
raw materials we expropriate (in 
polite society this is called "im- 
port") from these same peoples. 
To close our borders to the people 
while still stealing from them the 
resources they need to live would 
merely be the next cruel stage in 
the long and awful history of 
colonialism and imperialism that 
is destroying the planet. 

Sure, close the borders, but close 
them first to the stolen property 


that fuels our industrial 
economy. 

Thanks, 

— Derrick Jensen 

Dear Earth First! readers, 

There is much to be 
considered before di- 
viding ourselves over 
who is racist: Sierra Club or 
Michael Dorsey. First of all, the 
reason for which most immi- 
grants, especially from Mexico, 
are coming here reaches far be- 
yond their desire for better life. 
In many of the rural areas of 
Mexico their soil and water are 
polluted by the greed of our- 
selves here in America. 

Last year in Durango, Colorado, 
a group of "illegal immigrants" 
broke down (mind you there were 
26 people riding in one van — a bit 
different from the American para- 
digm) . When they were asked why 
they left Mexico I found it was for 



the same reasons my ancestors left 
Ireland to come here in the 1840s, 
people are starving to death! Let- 
tuce doesn't grow in polluted soil. 
It absorbs the toxins and dies. 

So as we sit in our houses with 
electricity to heat it, our gas pow- 
ered stove to cook the food we 
bought around the corner, yeah 
it sure is easy to praise the Sierra 
Club for its strong opposition to 
Mexican immigration. Oops! I 
mean population growth... 

— Kristen Murphy 
San Luis, CO 

continued on page 28 
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After a long battle, the Korean multinational SOLCARSA withdrew - 
from Nicaragua on March 3 1 . SOLCARSA had invested $ 1 5 million in jg|| 
the region to develop infrastructure to log indigenous lands. SOLCARSA’s 1 

logging concession would have destroyed 150,000 acres of rainforest * J2| 
to make plywood. International solidarity, court action and indig- 
enous resistance were key in forcing SOLCARSA back across the ocean. 

In early February, the Nicaraguan Supreme Court found for the ; p 
second time that the SOLCARSA concessions were illegal. The 
Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources then declared » , 
the concessions closed. SOLCARSA was also repeatedly refused 
entry into the area by indigenous Mayangna from the Wakamby 

area. In addition, poor management and the instability of the 

Korean stock market had bankrupt SOLCARSA parent corporation 
Kum Kyung by the end of November 1997. 

SOLCARSA's departure follows in the wake of reports by Managua's Centro 
Alexander von Humboldt that, "The forest fires in Nicaragua this year have 
been six times more [frequent] as they were in 1995. Almost all fires have 
occurred in the Atlantic Coast. The Bosawas Reserve saw up to 30,000 
hectares on fire and the Indio Maiz Reserve as well. All the country is gloomy 
because so much smoke clouds the atmosphere. For at least four days the 
airport has been closed during the last two weeks." 

Nicaraguan environmental groups and non-governmental organizations 


Logging on SOLCARSA '$ concession near Wakamby in the Northern Atlantic A utonomous Region 
hailed the SOLCARSA victory while calling for the company to resolve the loose 
ends of its withdrawal. Not least among those ends is the company's failure to 
pay three months of wages to 1 50 workers. Likewise, the company abandoned 
its sawmill and plywood processing plant. There is great concern over the 
potential that SOLCARSA will sell the operation to another extractive company. 

Write the Nicaraguan government and stress that the SOLCARSA concession 
reveals weaknesses in the government’s ability to protect Nicaragua's environ- 
ment. Insist that there be no further concessions on indigenous lands. President 
Aleman, Casa de la Presidencia, Managua, Nicaragua; fax 011 505 228 7911. 


Thousands Occupy Dam Site (Again) 


BY SUSANNE WONG 

The Indian government continues to brutally sup- 
press the peaceful resistance to the construction of the 
$436-million Maheshwar Dam in the state of Madhya 
Pradesh. Following months of escalating tension, 
police violently attacked and arrested over 200 people 
on May 20 in Gandhinagar, Maheshwar, one of seven 
locations where people have acted as human barri- 
cades to block construction equipment and supplies 
from entering the dam site. 

Since October, protesters 
from more than 60 villages 
have, on numerous occasions, 
occupied the dam site in an 
effort to force the government 
to agree to their demands. After 
initially capitulating, the gov- 
ernment has reneged on prom- 
ises made to the protesters to 
stop dam construction until a 
review of the project's costs and 
benefits could be completed. 

Among the concerns of the pro- 
testers is the project's lack of 
environmental impact studies 
and resettlement plans, as well 
as the lack of public participa- 
tion in the planning process. 

One of more than 3,000 dams 
planned for the Narmada River 
as part of the Narmada Valley Development Project, 
the Maheshwar Dam would submerge over 5,000 
hectares of land and displace 2,200 families. 

Preliminary work on Maheshwar began in 1996. 
Scheduled to be completed in 2002, the concession to 
build and operate the 400-megawatt dam was given to 
S. Kumars, a textile firm with no experience in dam 
building. The company is receiving public subsidies 
and guarantees to ensure that private investors will 
make a profit. As a result, the sizable financial risks of 
the project are being borne by the public. 

Following a year-long struggle, the Madhya 
Pradesh government on January 30, 1998, con- 
ceded to the demands of Narmado Bachao Andolan 
(Save the Narmada Movement or NBA) and issued a 
written order announcing that it would suspend 
construction on the dam pending a comprehensive 
review of its costs, benefits and alternatives. Follow- 
ing this action, the NBA called off a 21-day dam site 
occupation by thousands of local people. 

The task force assigned with completing this review 
was originally established to review the entire Narmada 
Valley Development Project. At a special meeting of 


the task force on March 4, 1998, S. Kumars urged the 
government to allow construction to resume at 
Maheshwar for "safety purposes." Skeptical about the 
motives of S. Kumars and certain that this move was 
to reassure investors the project would not be signifi- 
cantly delayed, the NBA opposed this request. Never- 
theless, the government gave in and issued a notifica- 
tion allowing the continuation of "any work for the 
purposes of safety and resettlement." 

The actions of the Indian government triggered 


further dam site occupations. On April 22, over 4,000 
people penetrated police barricades to stop construc- 
tion until the project was fully reviewed. Despite 
sweltering heat, police blocked the protesters' access 
to clean drinking water and shelter, forcing people to 
drink oil-contaminated river water. That evening, 
police arrested those remaining at the site, bringing 
the day's arrests to a total of 1,200 protesters. 

The following day, hundreds more protesters 
dodged police barricades and once again took over 
the dam site. The police, without warning or provo- 
cation, reacted violently, repeatedly beating the 
protesters with batons and rifle butts, charging 
them on horseback and making sexual epithets 
against female protesters. By evening, over 2,000 
people were in 
jail and at least 
23 hospitalized. 

Many badly 
beaten protest- 
ers were taken 
to jail without 
being treated. 


Since early May, seven blockades of 30 to 50 
people each at key entry points to the dam site have 
successfully slowed construction. Desperate to re- 
sume work and prove to nervous investors that the 
project would not be delayed, S. Kumars has pushed 
the government to mobilize thousands of police in 
the area. After the arrests on May 20, about 1 5 trucks 
were able to penetrate the blockades and deliver 
construction supplies to the dam site. 

Nevertheless, protesters have announced their 
determination to continue the blockade, and at 
press time hundreds of people were traveling to- 
wards the site to replace those arrested. The ongoing 
protests have been organized with the help of the 
NBA, India's premier dam-fighting organization. 
The NBA is best known for its struggle against the 
infamous Sardar Sarovar Dam and has been leading 
the movement against the Maheshwar Dam. 

The police brutality and government misdeal- 
ing have been condemned in a declaration signed 
by more than 186 human rights, environment, 
women's and labour organizations from India 
and 35 other countries. This declaration calls for 
the government to cease the repression at 
Maheshwar and for companies to withdraw 
until the demands of the people are met. 

In an important victory, the vice president of 
US-based Pacificorps Development Company, 
which had worked on financing the project, 
announced that the company did "not intend 
to participate further in the [Maheshwar] 
project." He added that if Pacificorps were to 
reevaluate the project in the future, "it would 
only be under the condition that the needs of 
the mass of effected people be properly ad- 
dressed and consensus regarding how the 
project proceeds [be] reached by all stakehold- 
ers, including Narmada Bachao Andolan." [See 
Pacificorps article on page 7.] 

Pacificorps had been expected to hold or under- 
write nearly half the shares in the project company 
through its subsidiary PacGen. Recently, Pacificorps 
sold off PacGen, but it has retained all overseas 
interests of PacGen, including Maheshwar. 

To help the struggle, write the Madhya Pradesh 
Chief Minister calling upon him to stop work at the 
project, withdraw the police and immediately resume 
the task force's review: Digvijay Singh, Chief Minster, 
Vallabh Bhavan, Bhopal; fax 91 755 540 501. 

For more information, contact Susanne Wong, 
International Rivers Network, 1847 Berkeley Way, 
Berkeley, CA 94703; (510) 848-1155, fax 848-1008; 
swong@irn.org; http://www.irn.org. 
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by Pat Rasmussen 

' 

The 10,000-year-old lenga forest on the island 
of Tierra del Fuego will become a tree farm if 
Trillium Corporation of Washington state has 
its way. In 1994, Trillium purchased 625,000 
acres of forest on the Chilean side of the island 
for the Rio Condor project and 75,000 acres on 
the Argentinian side for the Lenga Patagonia 
project. Graciela Ramacdotti of Finisterrae, a 
forest protection organization, says, "There is 
only one place forest can grow on the island, and 
Trillium owns it." 

For the past four years, Chileans and Argentin- 
ians have fought the Trillium projects. Over 200 
Chilean environmental organizations have 
united in the Alliance for the Chilean Forests to 
campaign "for the forests at the end of the 
world." They have gathered over 40,000 signa- 
tures, asking for the primary forest on Tierra del 
Fuego to be protected and all logging projects to 
be in secondary forests instead. According to 
Trillium's consultant, at least 90 percent of the 
project is now in ancient forest. 

The Rio Condor Environmental Impact State- 
ment (EIS) on the Chilean side was rejected by 
the Chilean Supreme Court. Trillium rewrote 
the EIS, into which it added some fictional trees 

and increased the number of hectares to 

be cut, then asked the Council of Minis- 
ters to approve the revised version. In 

! early June, the revised EIS was accepted. 
On June 5, 15 people were arrested in a 
Greenpeace demonstration protesting the 

On the Argentinian side, environmen- 
talists caught Trillium building a road 
illegally and got the courts to stop the 
road construction. 

In April, Washington forest activists 
flew over Trillium's clearcut lands east of 
Bellingham, Washington, to photograph 
the real Trillium, then flew to Santiago 
with the photos for the People's Summit 
concurrent with the Second Summit of 
the Americas. Apparently worried that the 
project might be rejected, Bob Manne, T ri Ilium's 
Tierra del Fuego project manager and vice presi- 
dent of Plum Creek Timber Company, and 
David Syhre, head of Trillium, have been trav- 
eling the area advocating for approval. In Ar- 
gentina, the EIS has not been finished, yet 
Trillium is pressuring the environmental au- 
thority to hold public hearings and grant ap- 
proval. Argentinian activists got a court injunc- 
tion to stop them temporarily, and on May 16 
an Argentinian magistrate issue an injunction 
citing a shortage of data for the EIS. 

Last fall, back in the States, Trillium sold the 
bulk of its Bellingham properties to Crown Pa- 
cific. Bellingham environmentalist Steve Walker 
says, "Coming as it does on the heels of the 
company's 1990s clearcutting, the sale offers 
final proof that Trillium has always been in the 
business of liquidation forestry, rather than re- 
sponsible, long-term management... Ironically, 
Trillium will use the proceeds of the sale to 
further the company's South America agenda. 
Wh at hubris, to destroy the forests of home, take 


lands, and call it sustainable! Ob 
Trillium's South American activities 
well advised to balance the compai 
ances against the record it has esta 
home. This cut-ahti-run action is nc 


term man. 

These tr< 
planet are 


! ■: 


by Phil Knight, Native Forest Network 

In the early '60s, at the peak of whale hunting, a 
group of visionaries dreamed of a gigantic whale 
sanctuary where the huge sea mammals could find 
refuge from persecution, enjoy stable population 
growth and avoid extinction. Few people believed 
in the dream, much less that it would come true 30- 
years later. 

Antarctica, the last undeveloped continent on 
Earth, is also now protected as a world park, with all 
involved countries agreeing to a 50-year morato- 
rium on development. 


were instead purchased with the assistance of An- 
cient Forest International. FundaaonLahuen, Chile's 
first non-governmental organization dedicated ex- 
clusively to forest protection and conservation, now 
administers the Cani and associated projects, in- 
cluding a native tree nursery at Pichares (the first in 
Chile) and local education projects in which school- 
children raise and plant native trees. 

While in Argentine Patagonia, we made a day trip to 
Los Alerces National Park, which was deserted except 
for a wild boar poacher. While we did not get to the 
famous but remote forests of alerce, the southern 
version of the redwood, we were mesmerized by the 

beautiful string of 
clear lakes and riv- 
ers alive with wa- 
terfowl, mirroring 
the green cypress 
forests and crim- 
son lenga trees. 
Graceful, mad- 
rone-like arrayan 
trees lined the 
lakes and rivers, 
and colorful edible 
berries abounded. 

The first goal of 
the Gondwana 


Trillium's clearcut legacy in Washington 

A few inhabitants of the southern valleys of Patagonia 
also share a dream. Gathered behind a program called 
Proyecto Lemu (Project Forest), they have joined forces 
with Los Defensores del Bosque Chileno and Fundacmn 
Lahuen on the other side of the Andes. Together these 
groups launched the idea of an all-encompassing 
sanctuary for sub-Antarctic forests, to be called the 
Gondwana Forests Sanctuary. This visionary concept 
is now embraced by a growing and determined coali- 
tion of forest defenders around the globe. 

The Gondwana Forests Sanctuary encompasses the 
sub-Antarctic forests of Patagonia, Tierra del Fuego, 
New Zealand, Australia, Tasmania, New Guinea, New 
Caledonia and New Britain. The sanctuary would 
primarily protect the Nothofagus genus of trees (south- 
ern beech), as well as ancient forests of araucaria, 
alerce and other unique and imperiled species. 
Gondwanaland is the name of the ancient supercon- 
tinent that originally joined these forested territories 
during the Eocene era more than 100-million years 
ago. Even today, the forests of these southern areas 
are both biologically similar and severely threatened 
by large-scale commercial logging and woodchipping 
by a host of multinational corporations. 

In April, forest activists and scientists from Chile, 
Argentina, New Zealand, Scotland and the US met in 
Chile to launch the Gondwana Forest Sanctuary Cam- 
paign "to protect, reconnect and restore the life of 
Gondwana by creating an international sanctuary of 
Earth's southernmost forests." 

We visited some of these incredible ancient forests 
while in Chile and Argentina. Herquehue National 
Park, in Chile's Lake District, shelters a fantastic array 
of huge coihue trees, with immense spreading crowns 
draped with vines, moss and lichens, sheltering an 
understory of bamboo-like kila. Higher in the park, 
above small lakes cradled among steep green moun- 
tains and granite cliffs, rise immense stands of arau- 
caria. These bizarre trees give the entire landscape an 
incredibly ancient and exotic air. Their leaves are more 
like spiny scales, covering their entire umbrella-like 
crown in prickly armor. Their thick bark forms plates 
like the skin of a dinosaur. Far off through the forest we 
saw the alluring white cone of Volcan Villarica. 

The Cani Sanctuary in Chile provides a microcos- 
mic example of how these increasingly rare and 
precious forests can be conserved and restored. Due 
to be logged in 1990, the 500 hectares of the Cani 


Tierra del Fuego, Chile 


Forest Sanctuary Campaign is to protect the remain- 
ing primary forests in Tierra del Fuego, comprising 
the southernmost forests on Earth, in both Chile 
and Argentina. These sub-Antarctic forests are cur- 
rently threatened by the $200-million Rio Condor 
logging project initiated by the US-based Trillium 
Corp. (see accompanying article). Composed of 
360,000 hectares of 10,000-year-old lenga forest 
(Nothofagus pumilio ), a wide-ranging, well-adapted 
deciduous southern beech tree, this boreal forest 
region is highly fragile. 

The Gondwana campaign intends to create an 
international system of intercontinental forest re- 
serves starting at the tip of South America, in Tierra 
del Fuego, and spreading northward and outward. 
Tierra del Fuego will serve as the model for the 
Gondwana campaign, which seeks to prepare a com- 
prehensive bi-national forest preservation and land 
use plan for this huge island. This effort will bring 
together an interdisciplinary team of economists, 
anthropologists, archeologists, foresters, geologists, 
biologists, appropriate technology/permaculture con- 
sultants and local representatives. Its purpose is to 
guide communities away from large-scale industrial 
development projects like Rio Condor. 

Efforts are also underway to create a "Trans- Andean 
Wildlands Complex, " potentially one of the world's 
largest protected areas (5,000,000 hectares), 1,000 
miles to the north. 

For further information on the Gondwana Forests 
Sanctuary Campaign contact Rick Klein/Dave Walsh, 
Ancient Forest International, POB 1850, Redway, 
CA 95560; (707) 923-3015; afi@igc.apc.org. NFN 
Yellowstone, Phil Knight, POB 6151, Bozeman, MT, 
59771; (406) 586-3885; pknight@wildrockies.org. 
In Australia: John Seed, Rainforest Information 
Centre, POB 368 Lismore, NSW 2480, Australia; 
jseed@igc.org. 
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Occupation Forces Feds Out of Ward Valley 

the State Continues to Fight for Control 



David Burns, Department of Interior police, 
stepped from his white Chevy Blazer with a be- 
nign, almost bemused, expression on his face. Six- 
feet tall, tanned, athletic and balding, he walked 
toward the van where Steve Lopez, a spokesper- 
son for the Colorado River Native Nations Alli- 
ance, waited to receive a five-day eviction notice. 

Before reaching the van, he saw 
a familiar face, a Quechan man 
named Preston Arroweed. 

"Hello, David. It's good to see 
you, my friend," called out the 
bronzed, middle-aged Indian man. 

"Hello, Preston. Good to see 
you also," replied Burns. 

"You know why we are here, 
and you know that we will not be 
moved. In fact, I am prepared to 
die if necessary in order to pro- 
tect this land that was sacred to 
our ancestors and is likewise sa- 
cred to us. And David, if I must 
die here, I want you to do me the 
honor of firing the bullet that 
ends my life." 

David Burns looked Preston 
Arroweed straight in the eye, shuf- 
fling his feet a bit. Arroweed con- 
tinued, "David, we have known 
each other for many years. I know 
you are a good man. That's why I 
want you to do me this honor and 
no one else. And one other thing... Don't stop with 
me, but shoot us all dead. Because if you put a 
nuclear waste dump on this land, you might as well 
kill us." 

The occupation of Ward Valley (Silyaye Aheace 
in Mojave language) by approximately 200 native 
and non-native activists is in its fourth month. 
Recently, Ward Valley activists celebrated an im- 
portant victory when the Department of Interior 
(DOI) agreed to halt tests at the Ward Valley 
nuclear waste site because it believes that the 
California Department of Health Services (CDHS) 
lacks the authority to buy the land. 

In 1991, CDHS attempted to buy the land from 
the Bureau of Land Management with a gift of 


$500,000 from US Ecology, the company that would 
operate the dump. This ethically questionable land 
transfer is commonly understood by dump oppo- 
nents as California Governor Pete Wilson's last 
ditch attempt to avoid legislative scrutiny of the 
dump and land transfer. Wilson's only chance now 
is that a court hearing about CDHS' ability to 


Children demand a halt to 

acquire the land will go his way on June 17. 

Wilson says the site, 20 miles from the Colorado 
River, is necessary to store the state's low-level 
nuclear waste from nuclear plants, hospitals and 
clinics. But anti-nuclear groups, Colorado River 
Indian tribes and Democratic leaders such as US 
Senator Barbara Boxer say the possible seepage 
from the site would threaten the Colorado River, 
the threatened desert tortoise and the land sacred 
to many Colorado River tribes. 

Meanwhile, the occupation of the site is being 
conducted under the strict guidance of tribal 
elders from the five Colorado River Indian Na- 
tions: Fort Mojave, Colorado River, Cocopah, 
Chemehuevi and Quechan. The occupation pre- 


vents US Ecology from completing tests. The tribes 
maintain that no further testing is needed be- 
cause there will be no nuclear waste dump on the 
sacred land. The most recent DOI ruling re-af- 
firms their position. 

Tribal elders hold sacred ceremonies on site 
around the clock. The American Indian Movement 

provides security for the 
"village." Though the 
spirit is often light- 
hearted, this is an in- 
tensely serious matter. 
The camp is stopping 
some of the most danger- 
ous wastes produced by 
our high-consumption, 
high-tech civilization 
from being buried. 

At this point, protest- 
ers say they will continue 
the occupation while cel- 
ebrating the partial vic- 
tory. Much of the credit 
goes to the encampment 
and its ceremonies. 
Supporters are asked to 
| join elders and tribal 
f members in the occupa- 
| tion to protect ongoing 
3 religious ceremonies at 
the site. To find out how 
the dump at a recent blockade you can become a resi- 

dent of Silyaye Aheace (even for just a short time) 
contact Save Ward Valley. If you can't come, 
please support the village by sending food, sup- 
plies and money. Some of the things especially 
needed now include two-channel UHF radios, 
propane or solar-powered refrigeration, extra tents, 
sleeping bags and hats. For a more complete list, 
contact Save Ward Valley, 107 F St. Needles, CA 
92363; (760) 326-6267; fax 326-6268; 

swvl@ctaz.com, http://www.shundahai.org / 
SWVAction.html; http://earthrunner.com/ 
savewardvalle; http://www.ctaz.com/~swvl; 
http://banwaste.envirolink.org. 

— Dan Hamburg and Save Ward Valley 


Wolves & Poodles 


A dead poodle hanging from a barbed-wire fence to Bruce Babbitt for 
killing coyotes. Sixty-seven coyotes were shot by Animal Damage Control aerial 
gunners on land owned by Babbitt's family north of Flagstaff, Arizona. Their 
excuse for shooting the coyotes was to "protect antelope fawns." 

A poodle full of holes to the US Fish and Wildlife Service and the city of 
Bethany, Oklahoma, for killing over 200 great egrets. City employees were 
armed with shotguns and a permit from the USFWS to kill 500 cattle egrets, but, 
not surprisingly, the untrained city employees killed the wrong birds. 

A patchouli-drenched poodle with nappy dreads to Gifford Pinchot Na- 
tional Forest timber sale planner Dennis Seidman for naming a timber sale 
"Jammin"' in memory of Jerry Garcia. That's kinda like honoring Ralph Nader by 
naming a car "the Advocate" in his honor. 

A poodle with its ear caught in the door to the US Navy for attempting 
to hack into an English marine-mammal preservation group's website. The 
Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society was alerted to the attempted 
break-in by their site-host company on April 28. The US Navy was attempt- 
ing to get documents pertaining to Russian animal experi- 
ments to train dolphins. 

A pair of copulating poodles caught in the act to two US 
Forest Service appeal judges who "coached" 
Black Hills National Forest officials on how to 
skirt a pending timber sale appeal. Instead of 
dealing forthrightly with legitimate concerns 
from the public, the regional appeal judges 
coached the Forest Service on ways to dodge 
issues with mere word changes. For the Coyote 
timber sale on the Black Hills National Forest in 
South Dakota, the wording changed, but the 
decision remained the same. This timber sale 
decision has been appealed to Forest Service 
Chief Michael Dombeck. 


A wolf with its eye on some four-legged dinner to the Student Environmen- 
tal Action Coalition in Moscow, Idaho, for its campaign to buy state grazing 
allotments. SEAC-Idaho plans to restore the allotments and use them for 
educational projects. However, the state Land Board has denied SEAC's bids (so 
far), even when there have been no others. 

A proud alpha wolf sleeping late on this Father's Day to those men who had 
the balls to get their balls disconnected. As Earth heads toward a population 
of six bagillion, and we all ponder how fucking miserable that's going to be, just 
remember to say, "thanks" — not to Dad, but to a non-Dad. Get him a card, a cup 
of coffee or some cinnamon toast. Show him you appreciate his sacrifice. Ask to 
hear the story, ask to see the little scars. But most important, just say thanks for 
giving up Father's Day so there could be fewer little tykes eatin' and shittin' their 
way into the future. 

A pack of wolves on the attack to the buck who stole a chainsaw in a small 
town in Norway. The large stag knocked over garbage cans at a child-care center, 
threatened cars and frightened residents of Aardalstangen for weeks. One day, 
the renegade herbivore spotted a chainsaw, picked it up with its antlers and ran 
off with it. Local officials sentenced the unruly ungulate to death for the theft. 

A big high-mountain wolf to the conservationists who halted a massive 
monkey kill in Mankha, Nepal. Widespread protests and official intervention 
compelled Mankha villagers to give up their plan to kill 500 monkeys. The 
monkeys raid the village's crops so the villagers formed a monkey-killing 
squad armed with swords, knives, sticks and guns. 

A loud wolf who can't be stopped from howling to Renee 
Galleano-Popp, the latest Forest Service biologist to quit 
in disgust. After 20 years, Renee resigned her position on 
the Lincoln National Forest in southern New Mexico, 
decrying the abuses of livestock grazing and logging in 
the Southwest. She stated, "Range management is a 
corpse on life support, and no one will pull the plug... 

Motivation to get the job done appears to come and go 
with litigation... the accountability system, the line 
organization, the tolerances and the reward system we 
have are not working to get the American public and the 
Earth's biodiversity what they deserve." 
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Canada’s Siai Butchers Return 


JM 


by Andrew Christie 

>y j 

The brutal ritual of the Canadian seal hunt recurred this 
spring as the Western harp and hooded seals made their annual 
migration from the Arctic to ice floes on the northeast Atlantic 
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A mother seal vainly defends herself. 
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largest seal nursery in the Gulf Of St. Lawrence to watch 
over the flock. Only one sealing ship appeared while the 
Sea Shepherd III was on duty, and it quickly 
left the area. Unfortunately, when the 
Seasheperd III left, the blood bath ensued. 

To preserve the delicate political balance 
of the seal hunt, the government blunts 
international outrage by preventing the 
world from witnessing the level of barbar- 
ity and chaos under which the seal hunt 
actually operates. Thus, it is illegal for non- 
hunters to approach the seal hunt within a 
half-nautical mile without a special permit. 

Reber & Co., the giant Norwegian-subsi- 
dized seal processor, is one of the economic 
forces driving the seal hunt today, along 
with the demand for aphrodisiacs in Asian 
markets. The Canadian government's po- 
^ litically motivated objective of eliminating 
| the harp seal aims to appease voters in the 
k « ^ traditional fishing provinces, who believe 

P ir ' w&jf | that the seals are responsible for the col- 
' ; WW § lapse of eastern Canada's fish stocks. 

SJF I The pelts are sold to Asian fisheries with 

___| the seal penises attached; it's only legal to 

defends herself. se p penises as a by-product of harvesting 
pelts. But the pelts are discarded, and the penises 
powdered for inclusion in aphrodisiacs or sold whole in 
gift boxes for $100 to $400 a pop. 

No one really knows how many harp seals there are 
off the east coast of Canada. The Canadian govern- 
ment currently assures everyone that the harp seal 
herd is not endangered and vaguely estimates their 
numbers between four million and 10 million. Canada 
is supposed to conduct an annual seal census every 
year prior to the hunt but hasn't bothered to do so 
since 1994. Due to the extremely poor ice conditions, 
it won't do one this year either. Instead, it goes right on 
assigning kill quotas without current figures on popu- 
lation and rate of reproduction. Even if the high end of 
Canada's best guess is correct, abundance has generally 
been no match for the stupidity, greed and arrogance of 
the people behind the industry. 

For more information contact the Sea Shepherd Conser- 
vation Society at POB 628, Venice, CA 90294; (310) 301- 
SEAL (7325); fax 5 74-3 1 6 1 ; seashepherd@seashepherd.org. 


AND THEN THE FOREST SERVICE /'OADE. THE FATAL 
AV5TAISE OF SELLING SMOKE/THe BEAR AS A 
SPOKESPERSON FDR NIASRA . 
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Smokey Bear — traitor to his species 
or captive love slave of the US Forest 
Service? It's a question every serious 
activist ponders and troubles over. 

Few know, however, that Smokey 
is modeled after a real bear encoun- 
tered by K.D. Flock, an Idaho native, 
while supervising a New Mexico for- 
est in the 1940s. The first Smokey 
was a cub hurt in a fire. K.D. pro- 
moted this Smokey as successor to 
the cartoon character that the US 
Forest Service was using to promul- 


gate safety warnings to youngsters. 
Fifty-four years later, two genera- 
tions of American children have 
grown up on Smokey's warnings. 

Now the Smokey legacy has a 
pricetag. To aid in selling cars, Subaru 
America swapped $1.6 million in cash 
and car loans to the Forest Service. 
Subaru provided $35,000 in cash and 
loaned the Forest Service 34 new ve- 
hicles for two years. 

But the Forest Service canceled the 
agreement after it was condemned as 
a violation of Department of Agricul- 
ture policy by Rodger C. Viadero, USDA 


inspector general and a Smokey fan. 

House Resources Committee Chair- 
man Don Young, R- Alaska, said to USFS 
Chief Michael Dombeck, "Anyone 
knows you can't sell Smokey Bear, and 
you sold him — for a cheap price, I 
might add." 

Dombeck responded: "There were 
some errors made." Forest Subcom- 
mittee Chairman Helen Chenoweth, 
R-Idaho, also got in her licks, "Who is 
going to prevent the Forest Service 
from pandering and misusing its re- 
sources?" It's nice to see that Helen 
feels Smokey's pain. 


Crane Occupied in Israel 

On April 26, six activists from Green 
Course climbed onto a construction 
crane at the Sea & Sun project in Tel 
Aviv. The protestors remained on top 
of the crane (over 200 feet high) for 
four days. 

Student support demonstrations 
were held daily. Food and water was 
smuggled under the police's noses. 
One of the crane sitters ordered pizza, 
but the police stopped him from ac- 
cepting it. A member of parliament, 
Dedy Zuker, climbed up, brought the 
sitters food and promised to talk to the 
mayor of Tel Aviv. Only after several 
members of the city council visited 
the site, and parliament member Yosi 
Sarid promised to promote legislation 
to prevent building close to the beach, 
did the protestors agree to come down. 

The coastline in Israel is slowly 
being covered with concrete mon- 
sters that get permits as hotels to 
"promote tourism" but are actually 
sold as apartments for the rich. 

As a result of the action, the mayor 
of Tel Aviv, Rony Milo (who has 
investments in the project), estab- 
lished a committee to re-evaluate 
coastal construction. Green Course 
has received a great deal of support 
from the local and national press, 
professors, and politicians and has 
managed to dramatically raise 
awareness of the development. 

After the occupation and the large 
media coverage, Milo decided to 
freeze the construction plans on the 
coast of Tel Aviv. 

The bigger fight, however, will be 
against the Trans-Israel Highway. 
Construction is supposed to begin in 
September. Any graffiti or other ac- 
tions at places around the globe 
against Hughes, Canadian Highways 
Inc. or the French bank, Soceite 
Generale, are welcome. 

For more information, contact the 
Society for the Protection of Nature 
in Israel at 4 Hashfela St., Tel Aviv; 
03-6388653; fax 03-5374302; 
spni@actcom.co.il 

Plowshares Activists 
Beat B-52 Bomber 

On May 17, five peace activists 
enacted the biblical prophecy of 
Isaiah to beat swords into plowshares 
at a Pentagon air show outside Wash- 
ington, DC. The five, calling them- 
selves the Gods of Metal Plowshares, 
poured blood on a B-52 bomber on 
public display and then beat on it 
with hammers. 

The five activists joined thousands 
of visitors at an air show organized 
by the Pentagon. They brought ban- 
ners, bottles of their own blood, 
hammers“and leaflets. As hundreds 
of onlookers Observed, they pro- 
ceeded to throw blood on and ham- 
mer the inside of the bomb bay 
doors of a B-52 bomber. As one ac- 
tivist, Sister Ardeth, was stopped by 
security officials, others hammered 
on the outside of the bomber, un- 
furled a banner, prayed and then 
explained to those assembled the 
meaning of their action. They 
poured their blood as a sign of their 
willingness to lay down their lives 
rather than take the lives of others. 

Eventually, military and civilian 
police placed the five peaceful ac- 
tivists face down on the tarmac, 
handcuffed them and 
into custody. 

For more information, contact Lynn 
Fredriksson, East Timor Action Net- 
work, 110 Maryland Avenue NE #30, 
Washington, DC 20002; (202) 544- 
6911, fax 546-5103; etandc@igc.org; 
http//:www,etan.org. 
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THE REVOLUTION IS HERE! 


MOVE is a self-determined, ecocentric liberation movement that emerged in Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania:, in the early 1970s. After MOVE gained notoriety and respect for their community activism, the 
government orchestrated one of its most savage counterintelligence campaigns against this radical 
American political movement. In 1978, nine members were framed for murder and sentenced to 
prison for up to 100 years. Then, in 1985, five babies and six adults of the MOVE family were brutally 
slain in their home by police, FBI and Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms agents. 

With the sudden death of imprisoned MOVE activist, Merle Africa, this March, the struggle to free 
the other eight MOVE members is of renewed urgency. Ramona Africa, who survived the 1985 seige 
and seven years in prison, continues to organize tirelessly for Earth and animal liberation. Earth First! 
activists Paloma and Chris shared this discussion with Ramona and Mario Hardy during this spring's 
southern speaking tour organized by Katuah Earth First! and the Ashville International Workers of the 
World. Send your support and questions to MOVE at POB 19709, Philladelphia, PA 19143. 


Paloma: What does MOVE stand for? 

Ramona: MOVE is not an acronym, it means just 
what it says — to move, to generate, to move in 
harmony with life, to move against and to remove 
anything that is going against life. It means to move 
against the abuse of life, all life — animal life, hu- 
man, marine, plant life — all life. It means to be 
active, to be involved, to be moving... and to un- 
compromisingly oppose anything that exploits, 
oppresses, enslaves, maims, kills or poisons life. 

Paloma: You say uncompro- 
mising. What types of things has 
MOVE done to facilitate change? 

Ramona: MOVE was founded 
in 1971 or '72. MOVE emerged in 
peaceful demonstrations at the 
Philadelphia Center at the 
Ringling Brother's Barnum and 
Bailey circus opposing the exploi- 
tation and abuse of animal life. 

We went to conferences and sym- 
posiums on the environment and 
the energy crisis, and we con- 
fronted the people that were hav- 
ing these conferences. They were 
people like DuPont Laboratories 
who had the audacity to talk about 
being environmentally friendly... 

Meanwhile, they were poisoning 
the environment. They were making millions of 
dollars while putting poisons in the water, and they 
tried to convince people to buy a water purifier 
created by their laboratories. That was their solution 
to the poison they were putting in our water. MOVE 
wouldn't have it. We confronted them about that... 
We set an example with the way we lived in not 
poisoning the environment and living in harmony 
with the Earth. MOVE, back in '71 or '72, started 
taking our potato and fruit peelings and seeds and 
put them back into the dirt, turning it over. Feeding 
life so that life could feed us: People looked at us like 
we were nasty, filthy, dirty, throwing garbage in the 
backyard. Today, there's a cute word for it called 


be dealt with, but so is the attack on our health. 

Now you have black people, dark-skinned people 
who if they sit out in the sun, their lips start getting sun 
burnt. That did not happen 25 to 30 years ago. We start 
talking to people about why that's happening. About 
the hole in the ozone layer of our atmosphere... 

Now people can't even drink the water any- 
more. They have to buy water. If someone said 25 
years ago you'd have to buy water, you'd have said 
they were crazy... 

Paloma: You were doing a lot 
of actions and getting things in 
the media, but you were also 
very community based. 

Mario: That's something the 
media and the government will 
never put out about MOVE. They 
want to make it seem like the 
people were against MOVE. In 
fact, MOVE had a tremendous 
amount of respect and commu- 
nity support. 

Paloma: You spoke of the 
need to unify EF! and MOVE. 
Who would you say are our 
common enemies? 

Ramona: There are a handful 
Ramona Africa and Judi Bari in '96 of super-rich industrialists that 



" Unity is the root of this revolution. We can't afford 
to let our enemy manufacture dividers between us... 
We can't afford not to work together." 

— Ramona Africa 


composting. Now it's acceptable. 
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run the world, that make the decisions that affect the 
entire world... Political puppets are put between us 
and so must bear some of the flack... Those industrial- 
ists disagree on different matters with each other, but 
when it comes to dealing with the people, with 
oppressing us, making that dollar and doing what is 
necessary to keep this system going, they put all of 
their differences aside and unify against us. We have 
to learn thatwedon't have to agree on everything. Not 


Mario: Some of the other things that MOVE con- one or any or all of the differences between us amounts 
tinued to do werethingsthat were very community to anything compared to the one serious thing that we 
basecflike checkings the care of the*elderly people^ have in common. That's our common oppressor. We 
within the community. MOVE put outfresh bowls of need to come together, work together to rid ourselves 
fruit and vegetables, encouraging the children to eat of our common enemy. In doing that, we'll find we 
strong food... MOVE built wood-burning stoves for have a lot more in common. There is a fight on so 
people in the commumtywno were poor and had manyT^vels— the animal liberation level, environ- 

their gas shut off. We bought bulk food and gave food mental and social justice levels. People are not being 
away to people who had lots of children... MOVE did asked to abandon the particular front that they are 
community clean-ups and things like that. MOVE dealing with. There's a full picture here, and the more 
had and has a very strong community basis. we support each other, the stronger it makes all of our 

Ramona: We would water and feed animals that movements. Unity is the root of this revolution. We 
needed it and even take dogs for walks to the park can't afford to let our enemy manufacture dividers 
that didn't normally get let out. We would talk to between us... We can't afford not to work together, 
people and encourage them to take care of their Chris: What's your response to groups that say 
animals. When people had things in their home that that MOVE is hot an environmental group? 
were dangerous in terms of putting fumes or poison 
in the air, we would talk to them about it. We would 


talk to people about what industries were doing to 
the water, air, etfc., just gradually mentioning things 
to people, using examples from current news issues, 
using the opportunities to put out information to 
people. We would explain that we were a revolution- 
ary organization.. . We must deal with the entire issue. 
When we talk to people about confronting cops, 
about police brutality, that's a serious issue and must 
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Ramona: They obviously don't know our his- 
tory... MOVE qnly got into the legal system and 
ended up going to jail and being involved in con- 
frontations because of our strong examples in our 
defense of the environment. We didn't start out 
confronting cops, judges and prison guards. Our 
beginning was in defense of life. That's what we 
were doing and still are doing. Only we've had to 
spread out some and deal with the legal system 
because we were put into the legal system. 


Chris: You'd agree with the statement, "No com- 
promise in defense of mother Earth?" 

Ramona: Absolutely. I've talked at length with 
Judi Bari, and we completely agreed that the Earth 
is to be defended uncompromisingly. 

Paloma: MOVE members have been shot at, 
bombed and burned alive. Pregnant women have 
had their babies beaten out of them by cops and 
killed in front of them. MOVE members are still in 
prison for upholding their beliefs. 

Ramona: We haven't backed up one bit. How can 
we give into an enemy that will do these things to 
us? To compromise to this system will not protect 
us. When you continue to take a strong, uncompro- 
mising stance against the system, you may not be 
free from the attacks and brutality of the system, but 
you know that you're willing to defend what is 
right... MOVE members have been in jail for years, 
and they had the opportunity to get out of jail if 
they would abandon the fight, abandon MOVE, the 
revolution, but MOVE members wouldn't do it. I 
could have been out of jail in 16 months, but I spent 
every day of seven years because I wouldn't give up. 
I wouldn't abandon the revolution. We have people 
that have been in jail 12, 13, 16 years. 

Chris: What advice would you give EF!ers in jail? 

Ramona: To remain strong. Mainly to remain ac- 
tive. That's what will keep you sane, keep you going. 
Exercise. If you run, run daily if you can. Do any kind 
of physical exercises because jail is an oppressive, 
frustrating place to be. It can get to you if you let it, but 
frustration and anxiety is nothing but pent up energy 
that has to be released. Now, you can release it by 
going off and fighting a guard or something which 
isn't going to get you anywhere, or it'll be released 
through the energy-robbing disease of depression. 
Releasing that energy through activity, you also 
strengthen your body and relieve your mind. 

Outside support is very important. Any Earth First! 
member or member of some other organization de- 
serves and needs support from their members on the 
outside. People can be supportive through letters, 
staying in contact, visiting if 
possible, keeping information 
about them on the streets. Let 
people know why they are in 
prison. 

While in prison, people can 
organize, teach, let other 
people know what's going on, why they should be 
involved, how it affects them. I'm not saying it can't 
get overwhelming sometimes, but that's when you 
have to rely on your beliefs to carry you through. 

Chris: What role do you see direct action playing 
in the revolution? 

Ramona: It's not necessary for the masses of 
people to be involved in direct action, but it is 
necessary for the masses to support those that are 
involved in direct action in upfront movements... 
When you are talking about life, protecting that 
which is alive, then it is not only acceptable and 
righteous, but it is our responsibility. 

Mario: John Africa teach MOVE the work of revolu- 
tion is just that, it's work, confrontation... It's not 
about debates, term papers, publicity stunts and press 
releases. It's about doing the work of revolution. 

Ramona: John Africa teaches, "Application, don't 
need no conversation." 

Paloma: Revolution — is it possible? 

Ramona: It's here! The revolution is here. Any- 
body that don't feel the need to be involved in it... 
this system's got something to make believers out of 
you. The revolution is here! 


WRITE THE M0UE NINE: 

Debbie Sims Africa #006307, Janet Holloway Af rica 
#006308 and Janine Phillips Africa #006309 at SCI 
Cambridge Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave., Cambridge 
Springs, 1’A 16403-1238. •Michael Davis Africa 
#AM4973 and Charles Sims Africa #AM 4975 al SCI 
Grnterford, FOB 244, Graterford, I’A 19426-0244. •Ed- 
ward Goodman Africa #AM4974, SCI Camp I lill, 1’OB 
200, Camp Hill, FA 17001-0200. •Williams Phillips 
Africa #AM4984 and Delbert Orr Africa al St 4 I iallas, 
Drawer K, Dallas, FA 18612. * 



Fight The Power 

PACIFICORPS TARGETS BLACK MESA 


by Casper and Guacamole 

In the high-elevation desert of the 
Four Corners region, the traditional 
Dineh live their humble lives. The sheep 
graze the rolling red hills, the wool is 
sheared and spun, and the corn grows 
out of the baked Earth. In the mud- 
caked, pinion pine hogans and 
throughout the sagebrush canyons, the 
elders pass down the knowledge to the 
next generations, keeping their wis- 
dom alive. But for centuries, this simple 
and peaceful band of traditionals has 
been struggling. Most recently, since 
the 1970s, they have been fighting to 
retain their identity while being sub- 
jected to a federal relocation program 
to facilitate the mining operations of 
the world's largest coal producer, 
Peabody Coal Company. 

As the largest coal stripmine in the 
world, the Kayenta mine, located on 
Black Mesa in northeastern Arizona, 
has forced the relocation of more 
than 10,000 traditional Dineh and 
100 Hopi from their homes. Many 
have died at the relocation area — the 
site of the largest radioactive waste 
spill in US history. The UN Working 
Group on Indigenous Peoples classi- 
fies the situation on Black Mesa as the 
third worst case of institutionalized 
cultural genocide in the Western 
hemisphere. Nonetheless, Peabody 
continues to produce more than 12 
million tons of coal each year from 
the Black Mesa/Kayenta mining site. 
Last year the company produced 165 
million tons of coal worldwide and 
fueled more than nine percent of all 
electricity in the United States. 

Since the mine's opening in the 
early 1970s, Peabody Western Coal 
Company, headquartered in Flagstaff, 
Arizona, has stripmined more than 
100 gravesites, nearly emptied the 
Navajo aquifer, poisoned and killed 
hundreds of head of livestock. Las 
Vegas, Los Angeles and Phoenix con- 
tinue to gobble up the cheap energy 
coming from Peabody. 

The Northwest Connection 

Today, the situation with Peabody is 
changing — unfortunately not in a posi- 
tive way for the traditional Dineh. The 
company may soon have some new 
customers purchasing its bloody coal. 
Until recently, Peabody Coal was a sub- 
sidiary of The Energy Group (TEG). TEG 
is a British-owned conglomerate with 
holdings in coal and natural gas re- 
serves throughout the world. Peabody 
Coal is its pride and joy and by far its 
biggest money maker. 

In the spring of 1997, as the families 
of Black Mesa were struggling with 
relocation, harassment and the new, 
highly restrictive Accommodations 
Agreement (a 75-year non-renewable 
lease), TEG went on the open-market. 
For the past two years, Fred Buckman, 
CEO and board chair for Pacificorps, 
headquartered in Portland, Oregon, has 
been in England working on plans with 
the heads of TEG to have Pacificorps 
inherit the massive conglomerate. 


All spring Pacificorps has been in a 
multi-billion dollar bidding war with 
Texas Utilities for control of TEG. 
Texas Utilities won in early May, 
with a bid of more than $12 billion. 
Pacificorps had put hundreds of 
workers into early retirement, closed 
a major mining operation in Wyo- 
ming and stretched its assets to the 
limit to come up with the liquid cash 
to buy TEG; Texas Utilities had more. 
The week Pacificorps lost the bid, its 
stocks dropped $20 million. For the 
time being, Pacificorps' consumers 
have been spared a direct connec- 
tion to the human rights violations 
on Black Mesa. 

Later, Texas Utilities sold the 
Peabody portion of TEG to Lehman 
Merchant Banking, an overseas part- 
ner of Pacificorps, for $2.3 billion. The 
coal from Black Mesa may soon spin 
the Northwest's voltage meters. 

The Stockholders Meeting 

Sitting in Pacificorps' annual stock- 
holders convention on May 13 made 


us feel like instant millionaires. About 
400 shiny and polished heads gra- 
ciously watched a company executive 
open the meeting, reporting on 
Pacificorps' annual earnings, setbacks 
and goals for the future. Here were the 
people who own the future of Ameri- 
can energy policy. 

A coalition of groups had bought 
single shares in the company in order 
to speak against Pacficorps' invest- 
ments in TEG and call for no further 
attempts to purchase Peabody Coal. 
Upon hearing what their company 
had been investing in, some share- 
holders sighed, others sneered. Over- 
all there was shocked silence. 

Outside, citizens rallied to protest 
Pacficorps' investments in massive coal 
plants like the one in Centralia, Wash- 
ington, the emissions of which cause 
a documented 1 10 deaths a year. Mem- 
bers of Amnesty International spoke 
against Pacificorps' energy invest- 
ments in Turkey, a country guilty of 
ethnic cleansing of Kurdish separat- 
ists. The transnational has also been a 
huge player in the financing of the 
monstrous Maheshwar dam project in 
India (see article on page 4) . Pacificorps 


officials refused to answer questions 
about future investments in Peabody, 
citing Security and Exchange Com- 
mission rules. 

Reservation Displacement 

Northeastern Arizona is facing an 
environmental nightmare. Back on 
the reservation, the wells have dried 
up, the corn is covered with black 
soot, the rains don't come often and 
there's almost no topsoil in areas 
south of the Hopi Mesas. A water 
report contracted by the Hopi Tribe 
in 1997 reports that there may be no 
water left in the aquifer in as little as 
five to ten years. According to the 
"experts," the options are to: stop 
the Black Mesa water pipeline, build 
another pipeline from Lake Powell 
to supply water to the residents of 
the Navajo and Hopi reservations, or 
relocate the entire populations of 
both reservations. Ward Churchill 
states in his book Genocide in Ari- 
zona, that the Four Corners area has 
already been recognized as a "Na- 


tional Sacrifice Area" by the Depart- 
ment of Energy and the Department 
of Interior. In other words, the re- 
sources in the ground are far more 
important to the government than 
the people who have been living 
there since before the United States 
was founded. 

If Pacificorps continues its stock- 
holder revenue-boosting strategies 
through the merger with Peabody 
Coal, energy users in the Pacific 
Northwest may soon be accomplices 
to the genocide of the people of Black 
Mesa with each utility payment. And 
as energy deregulation continues to 
hum in the media, Pacificorps has 
vowed to offer the cheapest possible 
energy to its consumers. This dirty 
energy strategy places the burden of 
conscience on its consumers. Soon, 
people in the Pacific Northwest may 
have a turn fighting the power com- 
ing to their mailboxes. 

For more information contact the 
NoEndRun Committee, a TEG watch- 
dog group at ogec@imagina.com or 
the Indigenous Support Coalition of 
Oregon at POB 11715, Eugene, Or- 
egon, 97440; isco@efn.org. 


I 

Wrench the Movie, Gang 

According to The Salt Lake Stan- 
dard Examiner and Men's Journal , Ed 
Abbey's cult classic The Monkey 
Wrench Gang is going to Hollywood. 
Dennis Hopper announced that he 
will direct the film. The plan is to 
begin shooting in August in Utah. 
Woody Harrelson will star as George 
Washington Hayduke, and JBob 
; Dylan will contribute to the 
soundtrack. Look for it to Hit the 
theaters in 1999. 

Boxer Blocks QLG Bill 

In early May, US Senator Barbara 
Boxer (D-CA) blocked the Quincy 
Library Group bill from going to a 
full vote in the Senate. Boxer origi- 
nally co-sponsored the bill but re- 
moved her name six months ago. 
Thebill seemed ready to be approved 
in the Senate last July after it was 
passed in the House 429-1. Senator 
Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), who is the 
lead sponsor of the bill, said she was 
disappointed by Boxer's formal 
block on legislation that they had 
both called a model for resolving; 
local conflicts over natural resource 
management. Environmentaiists 
across the country have opposed 
the hill, saying it doesn't protect 
old-growth forests and sensitive wa- 
tersheds in the Sierra Nevada Eco- 
system (See Yule 1997 EF!f). 

’ • ( - I r m 

Enviro Joumalistas Killed 

A new survey shows that at least 26 
journalists were murdered during 
1 99 7 because of their profession. Two 
of the deceased were investigating 
environmental stories. 

Muhammad Sayuti Bochari, a re- 
porter with the weekly PostMakasar, 
in Sulawesi, Indonesia was killed June 
1 1, 1997. According to local media, 
Sayuti had uncovered a timber theft 
operation involving the Kasintuwu 
village chief while investigating de- 
forestation in the Kaya Regency. 

He died of head and neck injuries 
after he was found unconscious June 
9 on a village street in Luwu. Local 
police said Sayuti died in a traffic 
accident. Family members and friends 
say his bruises and injuries showed he 
had been beaten. 

On July 25, 1997, the body of 
Naimullah, 42, an investigative jour- 
nalist with Sinar Pagi, was found in 
the back of his car. According to 
reports in Media Indonesia and 
Akcaya, Naimullah had recently re- 
ported on timber theft and had been 
conducting an investigation of ille- 
gal logging in Kalimantan (see ar- 
ticle on page 13). 

Tropical Timber Victory 

After a four month campaign by 
Action Resource Center, Rainforest 
Relief and Los Angeles Rainforest 
Action Project, the City of Long 
Beach, California, has agreed to all 
of their demands about the use of 
tropical woods. In exchange, they 
are ending a publicity campaign 
against the city for its use of 
rainforest wood in the Queensway 
Bay project adjacent to the new 
Aquarium of the Pacific. City coun- 
cil members voted unanimously to 
pass a policy r <re 

tropical wood purchases to be For- 
est Stewardship Council (FSC) certi- 
fied sustainable and to adopt an 
agreement to prevent this from hap- 
pening again. The city will also study 
and draft a policy barring it from 
purchasing all • od 

products. The city had purchased 
87,000 linear feet of tropical ipe 
wood from the Brazilian Amazon. 



Resistance is a way of life for the Dineh fighting coal mining on their ancestral homelands. 
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Clark Creek Crap Shoot 

by Ayelet Hines AND TREE“TOP ROULETTE 

Poking at the ashes of the fire ring, a shaggy haired young man who calls 
himself "Yew" tells me about a man who visited the camp a week before. "He 
hiked out here to learn about the tree village, asking me, 'Are these climbers 
trained? How are the platforms made? Are they safe?' I told him it didn't matter, 
that we were monkeys. Besides, I'm ready to die for this place." Cascadians are 
a risky lot; perhaps their treetop roulette dissuades Forest Service climbers from 
removing them. During a recent visit by Forest Service employees, "Free," 
secured only by his safety 
line, startled the workers 
by jumping six feet off a 
rope walkway 200 feet high 
in a tree, chanting and 
screaming. The camp re- 
mains undisturbed. 

This fire ring and sur- 
rounding camp sit on a log- 
ging deck in the nine-acre 
Clark timber sale near 
Lowell, Oregon, some of 
the last unprotected low- 
elevation old growth in the 
central Oregon Cascades. 

I've come out here with 
Ophelia, another native 

Southerner and my closest Elder trees taken down, some illegally, at the Fall Creek encampment 

friend from Texas who has 

listened to my endless tragic tales about the impending ecologic Armageddon. 

Chicken Little fussing about how the sky is falling typically causes Ophelia's 
eyes to glaze over, but she agreed to trudge through the mud to witness the 
creation of a tree village. 

This forest is in its climax stage, with many downed logs and snags. Hemlock 
and vine maple fill the lower canopy, with old man's beard, a soft green usnea, 
draped throughout. The typical cloud cover diffuses the light in which the 
understory of salal, Oregon grape and sword ferns thrives. Red cedar and 
Douglas fir, the largest as old as 600 years, tower overhead. 

The Clark encampment began on April 20 when activists hoisted a platform 
200-feet off the ground into a gigantic Douglas fir. That day Free climbed into 
the platform, beginning a 40-day occupation. Logging of the sale can begin 
any day now, and a quarter-mile road already penetrates the heart of this 96- 
acre island of ancient forest. Presently, nothing impedes the logging of the 
seven other units, should the Zip-O Lumber Company decide ignore the 
people in the trees. 

One woman sits 100-feet off the ground in a cargo net, and another platform 
is under construction. "Spider Island" hovers among the tallest branches of a fir, 
suspended by an entanglement of traverse ropes. Another forest-dweller, Akasha, 
has just completed a platform in a neighboring tree; a '70s-style exercise bicycle 
sits in the treetop townhouse. The sitters pedal 30-miles a day on the bike. 

Ophelia walks around a stack of felled trees, each at least 400-years older 
than she. All the trees in sight wear a badge of either orange or blue, the latter 
destined for the mill. I show her how many of the trees felled for the road 



by Hazel. When the trees came down, loggers repeatedly rammed them 
against the inhabited tree, jostling the cargo net. Hazel spent five days in the 
cargo net, suspended 150-feet off the ground between three 500-year-old 
firs. "The sound of the machinery split my spine as it ripped the stumps out 
of the ground," she told me. 

A timber sale appeal failed to preserve this place, formerly protected by its 
designation as critical habitat for fish and wildlife. The Clinton Administration 
reopened the area to logging under Option 9, the compromise that gave half the 
Northwest's remaining ancient forest to the timber industry and the other half to 
the US Forest Service (presumably for logging at a future date) . This place provides 
sanctuary for deer, ospreys, hummingbirds, nuthatches, hawks, Northern spotted 
owls, salamanders and skunks, to name a few. Hiking to the camp, four snakes 
crossed our path. Brazen gray squirrels darted around our feet, feasting on the 

millet spilled on the ground. 

Having grown up on the Gulf coast, Ophelia tells me, 
"When I'm at the beach, I never look up, only out. I 
think about oil spills and red tide; deforestation is so 
distant to me. Understanding it is a tactile experience, 
like putting my hand on a tree, my eyes following the 
length up the trunk to such a towering presence." 

Fall Creek lies in the back yard of this year's Round 
River Rendezvous. If you've never entered an ancient 
forest, seeing this area will ignite your passions and 
break your heart. Come on out and learn how to 
climb. Live free of rent and bills a hundred-feet off the 
ground while defending a majestic watershed and 
catching up on your reading. See for yourself that the 
commitment of these activists can only be surpassed 
by the grandeur of this land. 

For more information contact Cascadia Forest Defend- 
t the Fall Creek encampment ers, POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440; (541) 343-7305. 


Knaup Piserglass 

If Medford Won’t Take It, Shasta ’s Screwed 

Anyone who has been to Medford, Oregon, knows it's not a real environ- 
mental town. Probably every region has a city that is a wasteland of 
industrial development. In Oregon, Medford is that place. So when Shasta, 
California, agreed to house the fiberglass plant that Medford had rejected as 
too damaging, the citizens of Shasta knew things were bad. 

They were right. The Knauf Fiberglass plant would emit over 3,000 pounds 
of toxic and hazardous chemicals per day like phenol, formaldehyde and 
ammonia from a 190-foot smokestack. The gases would create a 30-mile- 
long blanket of smoke. The waste stream from the proposed plant would be 
about ten tons a day, and six to eight tons of this would be fiberglass scraps. 
The toxic, chemically coated waste would be dumped in one of two landfills. 
One of the dumps is known to be out of compliance with air quality 
regulations. 

The proposed building site for the fiberglass insulation plant is in the 
north end of the Sacramento Valley, nestled among some of the most 
spectacular scenery in the country: Mount Shasta, Shasta Lake, Mount 
Lassen peak and park, Whiskeytown Lake and many other streams, moun- 
tains and forests. 

Neither Knauf nor the city government of Shasta Lake consider the area 


bear orange paint that had obviously been painted over with blue. Zip-O 
employees visited the site to conceal the orange "leave" markings with blue 
ones indicating "cut." A Forest Service investigation into timber theft is 
underway. The stack of felled ancient trees lies against a fir once occupied 



Convictions 


by Janeeta Omigosh and Bogbean 

In a May 18 sentencing hearing, four Cove/Mallard activists were each 
sentenced to 60 days in jail and $500 in fines. The activists were found guilty 
in March of maintaining a structure in a road and impeding traffic at the High 
Jack blockade last summer. 

Sentencing had been postponed until May to allow government prosecu- 
tor Barry McHugh to squeeze out approximately $6,000 in restitution fees. 
The fees are to pay for rental costs for the. heavy equipment that was used, 
in part, to extract the activists from their bipods, slash pile and dragon's 
roost. Idaho Federal District Judge Edward "Fast Eddy" Lodge was visibly 
angry when the activists flat-out refused to follow probation, get corporate 
jobs or pay fines, so he handed down one of the heaviest prison sentences 
the Cove/Mallard campaign has seen for direct action. He refused to allow 
the activists to speak to their motivations in their clemency statements. 
Echo managed to ask Fast Eddy, "What are you afraid to listen to?" Crusty, 
donning his "there is no justice in Idaho" T-shirt, accused the court of 
finding him "guilty by appearance. " 

The resistance continues. Cove/Mallard basecamp will be hot with activity 
this summer, serving as headquarters for tracking surveys and water quality 
monitoring, as well as a satellite camp for a direct action campaign against 
nearby roadless area timber sales. We need YOU! 

To write the jailbirds, see the prisoner support contacts on page 35, or 
contact the Contact Cove/Mallard Coalition at POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843; 
(208) 882-9755; cove@moscow.com. 


worthy of preservation. Knauf is a very profitable corporation owned by three 
German brothers. It has four operating fiberglass plants in the US, with the 
newest and most modern one in Lanett, Alabama. That plant runs three lines 
of production, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. The Environmental Impact 
Report for the Shasta plant only evaluates the impacts of one production line, 
though Knauf fully intends to build a second and possibly a third. 

Such is typical of the not-so-stringent planning process that the city of 
Shasta has followed. The Shasta County Economic Development Corporation 
(EDC) freely admits that there were 17 months of secret negotiations among 
Knauf, EDC and Shasta Lake officials. By the time news of the impending plant 
was made public, it was virtually a done deal. And what a deal! The city offered 
Knauf cheap electricity, cheap water and a 30 percent rebate on property taxes 
for 30 years. In return, Knauf recently donated $800,000 to the city in a clear 
quid pro quo deal. In January the Shasta County Air Pollution Control Board 
voted unanimously to lower the county's air quality standards to allow Knauf 
to operate. One city councilor responded to the concern of citizens by saying, 
"If they don’t like it here, they can move." 

The factory will be built within three miles of eight different elementary 
and secondary schools. In order to mitigate the increased air pollution from 
the factory, Knauf will pave four miles of dirt road. Surely this project takes 
the cake for its outrageously corrupted planning process. Most absurdly, the 
local Chamber of Commerce claims that the piddly 145 jobs created by the 
plant justify its impact on this river valley surrounded by mountain ranges 
on three sides. 

Fortunately, this egregious scheme has not gone unchallenged. The 
grassroots group Citizens for Responsible Growth used the mandatory 
hearings called for in the California Environmental Quality Act to force two 
revised drafts of tlie Environmental Impacts Report. But even the newest 
draft is inadequate. Hundreds of letters have been written and pickets have 
been organized. 

Citizens for Responsible Growth would love to hear from others who have 
waged similar battles. Suggestions and donations can be sent to 13613 
Jaybird Way, Redding, CA 96003. For more information, call (530) 275-0325 
or 243-5212; http://www.shastalake.com. 
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Test site Occupied 


Demonstrators left in peace for 24 hours 

by Jennifer Viereck, Healing Global Wounds 

"The grassroots indigenous people have fought on the front lines against 
great odds, out of the limelight, yet they have often won by relying on their 
traditional teachings," says Tom Goldtooth, executive director of the Indig- 
enous Environmental Network. "By putting forth grassroots cultural resis- 
tance as a model for change, we are challenging both native rights and 
environmental movements to be true to their roots." Goldtooth said this as 
he, representatives of the Western Shoshone Nation and over 400 supporters 
from all over the world spent their Easter weekend at the entrance to the 
Nevada Test Site. With a strong unified voice, all demanded a halt to the 
destruction of traditional Shoshone lands and an end to violations of Shoshone 
religious freedoms. The best way to begin the new millennium, they said, is 
to honor the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty and the Ruby Valley Treaty with 
the Shoshone Nation by shutting down the test site. 

On April 13, over 150 people entered the test site before dawn and participated 
in the first traditional Shoshone Sunrise Ceremony held there since the land was 
seized by the federal government in 1948. Led by Corbin Harney, a Western 
Shoshone spiritual leader, the occupation continued for 24 hours with no 
response from the Department of Energy. Ten people who headed further into 
the test site were arrested later that day for trespassing. As the occupation 
intensified throughout the weekend, 91 people were arrested at the Circle of 
Rebirth Easter ceremony at the test site entrance after crossing the property lines. 

"We were put here by the Creator as a native people to take care of this land and 
all the life on it," stated Harney. "Shoshone people have taken care of this land for 
thousands of years. The government has stolen 
this land from us, and now it is very contami- 
nated. They have kept us from doing what we can 
to take care of it and heal it. For 50 years they have 
kept us out with fences and guards." 

Healing Global Wounds, the anti-nuclear alli- 
ance hosting the gathering, pointed out the 
overwhelming health and environmental ef- 
fects after 47 years of nuclear weapons testing on 
traditional Shoshone lands. In addition to re- 
newed "subcritical" weapons testing, these prob- 
lems are now compounded by shipments of low- 
level radioactive waste pouring into the test site 
from contaminated weapons facilities all over 
the US, at the rate of four truckloads a day. 

Recent reports show that four out of five trucks 
from Fernald, Ohio, alone have been leaking on 
interstate freeways. Congress continues to move 
forward with mandating Mobile Chernobyl, 
the shipping of US spent reactor fuel to Yucca 
Mountain, located within the test site. Current 
studies have shown the location is 25 percent as active as the San Andreas fault 
in California [see Mobile Chernobyl article on page 14]. 

The test originally scheduled for April has been postponed until later this 
summer due to safety and contamination issues at Lawrence Livermore Labo- 
ratories where the plutonium is being produced. Those gathered vowed to 
return in October for the fall Healing Global Wounds Gathering (October 10- 
13) as well as for Mother's Day 1999 to further the resistance. Shundahai 
Network in Las Vegas will continue to coordinate a resistance to subcritical 
nuclear weapons tests. To participate, contact Shundahai Network at 5007 
Elmhurst Ln., Las Vegas, NV 89108-1304; (702) 647-3095; fax 647-9385; 
reinard@shundahai.org. 


Precedent Setting Victory 

,N ™ E Umpqua 

by Francis Etherington 

A federal district court ruled on April 29 that the National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) is not doing enough to protect endangered fish and ordered 
government agencies to stop dozens of timber sales until they have ensured 
salmon and trout will not go extinct. The ruling is expected to result in 
increased protection for salmon and trout on public lands throughout the West, 
starting in Oregon's Umpqua basin. The ruling by Judge Barbara J. Rothstein 
arose from a case brought by fishing and conservation groups, including 
Umpqua Watersheds, seeking greater protection for the endangered Umpqua 
River cutthroat trout. 

The Umpqua National Forest and Roseburg Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) offered dozens of timber sales last year in areas with endangered trout 
or salmon. Judge Rothstein's ruling makes it clear that the sales must meet the 
standards set by the Endangered Species Act for protecting fish. Wherever 
federal agencies are planning timber sales that could affect salmon or trout, 
this decision will apply. 

Imperiled fish, and commercial fishers, cannot withstand more of the same 
clearcutting and road-building that has degraded aquatic habitat and caused 
the current fish crisis. The judge found that the federal government failed to 
prove the Umpqua cutthroat trout can survive the extensive logging, clearcutting 
and road-building authorized under the Northwest Forest Plan. 

While the ruling was a very welcome reprieve for many beautiful places, it does 
not apply to sales above natural barriers to endangered salmon. Sales within 

endangered fish habitat 
that were sold under the 
Salvage Rider, which ex- 
empted the agencies from 
complying with all envi- 
ronmental laws, are not 
affected by the ruling. 
About a dozen of the an- 
cient forest clearcuts that 
the judge ruled to be ille- 
„ gal are shielded by the Sal- 
| vage Rider. The court did 
1 stop 24 timber sales, 
a Agencies often propose 
5 large clearcuts in old-growth 
I forests, thereby opening the 
I forest canopy and causing 
i rain to run off the steep 
| slopes faster, stressing the 
creeks below and sometimes 
resulting in landslides. Be- 
cause the Northwest Forest Plan prohibits such watershed degradation, the 
agencies "compensate" for the new degradation by repairing some old logging 
roads. However, the judge said that, "The road mitigation achieved was slight." 

The ultimate fate of the halted sales remains unclear. For instance, in spite of 
the judge's clear agreement with the "evidence of adverse effects," Roseburg BLM 
will not admit that clearcutting the public's ancient forests degrades watersheds. 
BLM's response is: "The ruling by Judge Rothstein stated that the affected sales 
were 'procedurally' out of compliance with ACS [Aquatic Conservation Strat- 
egy]... that NMFS had assumed agency compliance... not that the agencies were 
in non-compliance." In other words, a little shift in paper work is all they feel is 
needed to correct the problem. 



Crossing the lines into the test site 


No Liberty in Bell Creek 

SITTERS TAKE TO THE TREES 


Through the northern part of the Headwaters 
forest flows Bell "Liberty" Creek, a residual riparian 
zone currently being helicopter logged by Pacific 
Lumber Co. The timber harvest plan will cut an area 
300-feet wide, stretching for two-and-a-half miles 
directly along the creek. 

Earth First! activists have occupied the area for the 
last seven months, digging and burying dragons, 
cutting and stashing tripods and constructing tree 
villages. Last fall over 1 0 platforms were fully bridged 
together, including the 15-person love pod. 

On April 20, the Environmental Protection Infor- 
mation Center (EPIC) requested a temporary re- 
straining order to stop logging. Humboldt county 
Judge Dale Reinholtsen, a former Pacific Lumber 
employee, denied the request on April 28. EF! activ- 
ists began road actions with equipment lockdowns. 

While exploring the northern section of the area, 
photographer Doug Thron found a nearly intact 
grove with two massive redwoods in its center 
marked to be cut. One was reported to be 1 7-feet in 


diameter and the other 12. These trees had been left 
standing on the steep slope because Pacific Lumber 
lacked the technology to remove them in years past. 

A five-person crew went in the night before the 
cutting to find and protect the two massive trees. 
Climbing and setting platforms in the trees took 
all day. Bulldozers could be heard on the road 30 
feet from one of the giants. After securing a line in 
each tree, the climbing crew slept soundly on the 
ground that night. 

Chainsaws were their wake up call. Loggers had 
stealthily cut the rope on the largest tree before 
anyone could climb it. Fortunately, the rope on the 
other tree was safely out of the loggers' reach. They 
brought in the largest chainsaws manufactured 
(with 70-inch bars) and began to discuss how to fall 
the enormous redwood. In a spur-of-the-moment 
action, three women free-climbed into three smaller 
trees to keep the loggers from cutting the giant. 
Baffled, Columbia Helicopter's loggers spent the 
day scratching their heads and explaining that 


they were brought in from Idaho and Oregon 
solely for these two trees. 

When the loggers left, fhe trees were set with web 
platforms and a walkway. Attempts have been made 
to remove the tree sitters, including one in which 
Pacific Lumber's notorious activist-evictor "Climber 
Dan" climbed to the 160-foot web. Once at the web, 
he couldn't figure out a method to remove the 
precariously perched activist. The loggers on the 
ground began to shout encouragement to Dan. He 
repeated that there was no way to safely remove the 
unharnessed occupant. The loggers became agi- 
tated and shouted commands to Dan, "Remove her 
tarp! Take her water bottle! For Pete's sake, Dan, take 
something! Take anything!" Climber Dan got angry 
and shouted furiously, "Idiots! Idiots! Idiots below 
me! Idiots above me! I'm surrounded by idiots! I'm 
coming down." He hasn't returned. 

The tree sit remains in place. EPIC plans to sue to 
protect the creek. Road actions have been on-going 
and will continue until there is a resolution. To 
arrange your redwood eco-tourism travel packages 
contact Northcoast Earth First! at POB 28, Areata, 
CA 95518; (707) 825-8911. 

— Northcoast EF! 
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Slovakian Forests Dammed. . . 


. . .Help Save Them 


Own Tree! 

use all means of action to protect them. We decided 
to save a beech-fir stand in the middle of the Cergov 
Mountains by buying it. The stand is 21 hectares in 
size, between 800 and 1,000 meters above sea level, 
and neighbors a mountain ridge. The headwaters of 
a beautiful, clear stream originates from a cold 
spring deep in the forest. 

The former owner of this land has agreed to sell it 
for 3.2-million Slovak crowns (approximately 
US$93,000) with the condition that WOLF is named 
as the official owner. As this stand contains 3,000 to 
4,000 trees, we decided to ask the public for help by 
purchasing one tree per person for 1,000 crowns 
($30). This will allow us to pay off the balance of the 
asking price in 1998 — if we find enough people. 

WOLF is now taking the necessary steps to have 
this stand declared the first private reserve in Cen- 
tral Europe with statutes to ensure that no wood will 
be removed from the stand, even after natural and 
logging-induced disasters. 

Every tree buyer will be regularly informed about 
the condition of the planned reserve and the level of 
contributions reached. Help save the native eastern 
Slovak fir-beech rainforests of Europe. Buy your 
own tree. People outside Europe should make checks 
payable to Rainforest Information Centre and mail 
them to the Earth Trust Foundation, 20110 Rockport 
Way, Malibu, CA 90265. 

Contact the WOLF Forest Protection Movement 
at c.d. 27, 082 13 Tulcik, Slovakia; phone/fax +421- 
91-941488; wolf@vadium.sk. 


"It's better to have water up to your knees than dams up to your necks. " 

to talk to the angry employees. Said one, "I don't know what they want. They 
came here to protest but they want to have water running in their apartments! 
I would know how to deal with them. I would f — them until they turn green!" 
(loosely translated from colloquial Slovak) 

With this action, the WOLF Forest Protection Movement hoped to bring the 
general public and responsible authorities' attention to the long-standing devas- 
tation of Slovak forests that has resulted in enormous diminution of the landscape's 
ability to retain water. Runoff has intensified, and the landscape suffers alternately 
from catastrophic floods in rainy periods and drought in dry periods. 

Instead of providing fundamental changes in forest management policy, the 
Ministry of Land Management tries to resolve this situation by building 
expensive dams. Unbelievably, 91 dams are planned in Slovakia. Each costs 
from US$100 to $160 million. Yet the state budget lacks the $100 million 
needed to solve the housing problem, help the collapsing educational system 
or revive inadequate health services. 

The action received significant media attention. Articles appeared in national 
and regional papers, and there was a report on the Slovak TV station, as well as 
on several radio stations. Wrote one journalist, "So far the biggest ecological 
radical action in eastern Slovakia took a peaceful course that was nicely and 
exotically impressive." 

The dam authority said it would sue us for illegal entrance and mentioned 
our "violent" behavior. They also accused us of being blind as we are not able 
to see how dams are important. 

The major expenses for the action were covered by a grant from the Earth First! 
Direct Action Fund. We are also thankful to GLOBAL 2000 from Austria for 
assisting with the production of the banner. 


by Wolf Forest Protection Movement 

Along the Morava River lies a European border, not 
a state border but a natural border, a border between 
forests. To the west lie states where native forests have 
been lost and have been substituted with cultivated 
landscapes or artificial forests. These countries (from 
Great Britain in the north to France, Germany, Swit- 
zerland and down to Spain and Portugal in the south) 
exist only because they exploit areas several times 
larger than their own territory. Their water regimes are 
unstable, resulting in extensive dry seasons and fires 
(as in Spain, Yugoslavia and Greece) or floods (as in 
Germany and the Netherlands). 

To the east of the Morava River are relatively large 
tracts of native forests, little altered by develop- 
ment. Most of this area is between 400 and 1,000 
meters above sea level. In this region, the native 
forest is predominantly fir-beech. Large undisturbed 
areas of. such forests are found in Slovakia, the 
Transcarpathian Ukraine and Romania. The Stabil- 
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"Ecological Activists Stormed the Starina Dam" 

"The Biggest Drawn Joke in the World Shined on the Dike" 
"WOLF Demonstrated at the Starina Dam in Favor of Forests" 
(Newspaper headlines after the action) 


BY MAria HudakovA 


On an overcast day in March, the WOLF Forest Protection Movement stormed 
the dike of the Starina dam in eastern Slovakia, protesting dam construction 
and forest management policies. 

Activists separated into two teams as they approached the dike. A small team 
entered the area first to create a diversion. The larger team carried a massive 10 
by 20-meter banner. 

As the smaller group veered toward a building on the dike, four dam employees 
watched from behind a fence with unconcealed wonder. Demonstrators distrib- 
uted leaflets to the employees through the bars of the gate. A macho, middle-aged 
guy — apparently the supervisor — appeared and shouted, "Clear out! It's none of 
your business to be here! It's prohibited to enter!" A nearby sign proved him right, 
stating, "Water Source. Area of Hygienic Protection of the First Degree. No 
Admittance Except on Business. " But the real message of the supervisor was about 
intimidation, as he threatened to release a young German shepherd in a cage. 

But all this was just the diversion. Most of the activists entered under a gate 
and then swarmed across an access road to the dike. The atmosphere ignited. 
"What are you climbing there? To hell with you!," yelled the macho guy. When 
his protests didn't help, he released the dog. However, the dog, kept in the cage 
for who knows how long, ran around like a ballet dancer let out of solitary 
confinement. His behavior was accompanied by applause and laughter from 
the protesters. Instead of biting, he licked the activists' hands. The macho guy 
couldn't stand it and called the police. 

At that moment, the big banner (with a cartoon and caption drawn by the 
famous Slovak caricaturist Fedor Vico) was spread on the dike. The banner 
stated, "It's better to have water up to knees than dams up to necks." A guy 
standing in water up to his knees said in Rusinian dialect, "They preach of water 
but suck our blood." (Rusins are a minority who had to evacuate seven villages 
because they were flooded to make the dam.) 

The activists pulled down the banner as the police arrived. A policeman 
stated that the nature conservationists, although they had trespassed, were at 
that moment doing nothing illegal and therefore no action could be taken 

against them. 

The whole action 
was witnessed by 
journalists from ra- 
dio stations and from 
the most popular Slo- 
vak commercial TV 
station, Markiza. 
Some reporters tried 


Buy Your 


ity of these countries, especially their water 
regimes, is significantly higher than the rest of 
Europe thanks to these forests. 

The ecological diversity and presence of large 
predators in these forests have no equal in the 
rest of Europe. For example, in Slovakia a 49,000- 
square-kilometer area contains more than 50,000 
species of plants and animals. Wildlife surveys 
estimate that there are 800 bears, 300 wolves, 70 
pairs of golden eagle, 900 lynx, more than 1,000 
wild cats and 200 pairs of Ural owl in the area. 

Unfortunately, political trends in the past several 
decades have been hostile to these forests. Fir trees, 
which grow quickly to large dimensions in Euro- 
pean conditions (up to two meters in diameter in 
300 years), have been so intensively logged that 
regeneration is impossible. Ultimately, nonnative 
spruce have encroached on the forests. The conse- 
quences have been evident; large-scale insect infes- 
tations and wind exposure, along with increased 
flooding, has wreaked havoc on the forests. 

The WOLF Forest Protection Movement originated 
to save native forests and has used several means to do 
so. In 1993, a successful legislative campaign changed 
forest laws to ban clearcuts. In 1995, a World Bank 
project that would have completely destroyed our 
remaining native forests was defeated. In 1996, a 
blockade stopped logging in the Slanske Mountains. 

Some forests cannot be saved by any of these 
methods. The natural value of the native fir-beech 
forests of eastern Slovakia is so great that we must 
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Traditional Dayaks Resist Forced Resettlement 


by Brian Burch and 
David Kappler-Burch 

While global attention is riveted to 
the ousting of Suharto, there is a crime 
that continues in Indonesia and its 
neighboring countries, no matter who 
is in power. That crime is the destruc- 
tion of a traditional way of life and the 
erosion of an ecosystem. 

Spouting the usual rhetoric about 
improving lives and providing greater 
prosperity for all, logging and mining 
interests are displacing one of the oldest 
indigenous cultures in the world. Dayak 
people are being pushed aside to ensure 
the unchecked expansion of palm tree 
plantations, gold mines and large-scale 
deforestation in Kalimantan (formerly 
known as Borneo), their traditional 
home. The highlands of Kalimantan are 
believed to be covered by some of the 
oldest rainforests in the world. 

The Dayaks' lives are complicated by 
the fact that their territory is ruled by 
three nations — Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Brunei Darussalam. The Dayak people 
themselves are composed of 37 differ- 
ent groups. Though not a pacifist soci- 
ety (they were historically described as 
headhunters), they were able to live in 
relative harmony with the world 
around them until fairly recently. 

This culture was largely able to con- 
tinue its traditional way of life through 
the 1960s. Dayak life Is centered 

around communal long houses. Sev- 
eral long houses clustered together 
make up a village. They practice shift- 
ing agriculture, moving from place to 
place as soil becomes depleted, thus 
permitting the forest to renew itself. 
This traditional practice is disharmo- 
nious with logging interests. 

In 1 966, with the coming to power of 
Suharto's New Order government, the 
first large-scale logging began. Since 
then, there has been grave deforesta- 
tion accompanied by massive destruc- 


tion of the villages and culture of the 
Dayaks. Some reports indicate that half 
of the forests have been logged, with 
six million hectares so badly damaged 
they are no longer productive. 

The Dayaks have been forced out of 
the forests by logging. In some cases 
there have been resettlement efforts, 
but often they have simply been driven 
away from their homes. Oil palm plan- 
tation owners work closely with gov- 
ernment officials. They force Dayaks 
into surrendering their existing land 
claims in order to move the people 
into permanent settlements, offering 
jobs on the plantations as an alterna- 
tive to hunting, gathering and tradi- 
tional agricultural practices. Resistance 
to these efforts has, at best, only slowed 
logging for short periods of time. 

As though the logging isn't bad 
enough, mining companies want the 
large mineral deposits, including gold, 
copper, coal and iron, in the hills and 


mountains of Kalimantan. Mining com- 
panies from Australia and Canada are 
engaged in wide-scale exploitation 
of the mineral resources of Borneo, 
much of it on land formerly occu- 
pied by the Dayaks. The best known 
of the mining interests is Rio Tinto, 
but others such as Properties 
Kalimantan Gold Corpora- 
tion are also actively mining 
in Dayak territory. As well as 
displacing people, these min- 
ing efforts destroy vast tracts of 
land. Rio Tinto and the Indo- 
nesian-based Jarita Jayaraya 
have admitted that over three- 
quarters of 1,200 hectares of 
cleared land for one jointly 
owned mine cannot be reha- 
bilitated due to heavy metal 
contamination. 

A final threat is the forced 
relocation of settlers into 
now-deforested Dayak terri- 
tory. This has created the first 
widespread settlements in ar- 
eas previously unoccupied by 
permanent populations. The 
Dayaks, with their tradition 
of shifting agriculture, lived 
in close harmony to an eco- 
system now facing urbaniza- 
tion, chemical-dependent ag- 
riculture, tree plantations of exotic 
species, logging and mining. The 
‘ newcomers are from a different reli- 
gious, cultural and linguistic back- 
grounds than the Dayaks, perpetuat- 
ing the ongoing cultural genocide. 

Resistance by the Dayaks and their 
supporters is often severely countered. 
It is also virtually ignored by the West- 
ern media. As Alex Ryan, from the 
Sydney, Australia-based Rainforest Ac- 
tion Group said in an interview, "The 
Dayaks have been blockading for over 
15 years — it only came to public atten- 
tion when [Swiss environmentalist 
Bruno] Manser got involved. The voices 


of the Dayak, who comprise 44 percent 
of the Sarawak [a state of Malaysia found 
on the island of Kalimantan] popula- 
tion, are not heard." 

Participants in blockades have been 
jailed, fined, beaten and shot, with at 
least one killed. Protests have included 
creative efforts, including an attempt 
by three Dayak people to patent a 
claim on the home of Rio Tinto's ex- 
ecutive director to develop rice pad- 
dies and fish farms. 

In an effort to draw attention to 
their struggles, representatives of the 
Dayaks toured Australia in February of 
this year, focusing their talks on Rio 
Tinto's mines and their personal ex- 
periences dealing with the oppressive 
regime working hand in hand with 
the mining and timber interests. 

Daniel Paras, one of the Dayak rep- 
resentatives, and his family were 
driven out of their home by the Mo- 
bile Brigade, a special troop of heavily 


armed police, when the Paras refused 
to be forcibly resettled. Similar re- 
ports abound. 

The funds to build the infrastructure 
for mining and forestry come from such 
global institutions as the World Bank, 
which loaned $50 million to fund roads 


to transport logs from the last remain- 
ing primary rainforest in Sarawak. 

While receiving these funds and 
moving into indigenous lands, the 
corporations involved try to sound 
like good corporate citizens by claim- 
ing to provide the education and op- 
portunity for traditional peoples to 
become part of the dominant eco- 
nomic system. For example, 
Kalimantan Gold Corporation claims, 
"The company is committed to social 
development and protection of the 
environment. A number of initiatives 
have been established to provide train- 
ing and education for villagers. These 
include a training program to teach 
local Dayaks drilling and exploration 
skills, a scholarship program for village 
children, a village development pro- 
gram and a nursery for the collection 
and research of the endangered Garuh 
tree. The company is also co-sponsor- 
ing a Participatory Rural Assessment 
program in the villages near the... work 
area. This program is designed to assist 
villagers in identifying the types of 
projects and activities that could be 
implemented for village development." 

Effective solidarity actions are ham- 
pered by a lack of direct contacts with 
the Dayaks. However, Down to Earth 
and the Borneo Resources Institute 
are two good sources of information 
on the Dayaks and their struggles, as 
well as for ideas for action. Consult 
these groups before considering a soli- 
darity action. Efforts like the 1991 
occupation of a Malaysian tourist of- 
fice to draw attention to the struggles 
of the Dayaks are effective when linked 
to the most current needs for action. 

For more info, contact Down to Earth, 
59 Athenlay Road, London SE15 3EN, 
England; dte@gn.apc.org. Borneo Re- 
sources Institute, GOP LB 23 - BN 354, 
98009, Miri, Sarawak Malaysia; 
bri@tm.net.my. 


“The Davaks have been 
blockading for ouer 15 years.” 



A Dayak man gathers fruit. 
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Darn. Banner Hanging 

On Earth Day the Santiam Water- 
shed Guardians dropped a 20-fopt by 
80-foot banner, which read "Clearcuts 
= Mudslides = Death" and had a skull 
and crossbones on it, off the Big Cliff 
Dam near Detroit, Oregon. 

The action dramatized the start of 
logging at the Lo Breit timber sale. In 
anticipation of the Guardians' pres- 
ence in the area, logging was termi- 
nated for the day at Lo Breit. 

Aftersixhours, the Guardians agreed 
to remove the banner and unlock the 
gates. There were no arrests, and the 
banner was retired for use another 
day. The Army Corps of Engineers 
employees who operate the dam were 
very supportive and said the Guard- 
ians could hang a banner off the dam 
whenever they wanted. 

Forest Conference in 
Australia Disrupted 

On April 30, a motley crew of 
about 40 people invaded the Na- 
tional Association of Forest 
Industry's (NAFI) Conference in 
Sydney, Australia. NAFI is the um- 
brella group for the biggest forest 
munchers in Australia. Formed in 
1987, this brainchild of 
Weyerhaeuser-boss Dick Darnoc is 
a major headache for activists down 
here. The protesters took over the 
main stage for two hours, hurling 
both woodchijj? and insults at con- 
ference delegates who had paid over 
$1,500 to attend. The action went 
off almost without a hitch and re- 
ceived widespread media coverage. 

The action was a slap in the face of 
the conference organizers. Most of 
the delegates attending the confer- 
ence are involved in the destruction 
of old-growth forests somewhere in 
Australia or Southeast Asia. 

Five days prior to the Sydney ac- 
tion, 70 activists blockaded the en- 
trance to the Daishowa mill in 
southeast New South Wales. About 
70 log trucks were stopped at the 
blockade site for a whole day! Some 
of the protesters made the journey 
to Sydney to attend the NAFI con- 
ference, including one woman ar- 
rested at the Daishowa action who 
was flown to jail in Sydney, force 
fed tranquilizers and deloused twice 
by prison screws. 

The day after the first NAFI action, 

20 brave souls descended again into 
the conference to disrupt the cl earcut 
guru himself, Patrick Moore (the ex- 
Greenpeacer- turned -industry 
spokes). This time security guards 
blocked the entrance to the confer- 
ence. Several protesters were crash- 
tackled to the floor, and one guard 
brandishing a knife cut the cord to 
another activist's megaphone, just 
before lunging at protesters, result- 
ing in a wild melee. The media was 
pushed down the stairways. 

A spokesperson for Earth First! said 
the guards’ behaviour was over the 
top. "It only helped us by getting us 
riled up. Although they didn't let us 
into the conference we made damn 
sure that the racket we made dis- 
rupted Patrick Moore's speech. We 
later learnt that he had to escape the 
conference via a back door with his 
tail between his legs!" Protesters re- 
grouped outside the hotel and held 
up two banners reading, "Judi Bari 
R.I.P. Stop Timber Industry and FBI 
Terrorism" and, “NAFI Lies — Old 
Growth Dies." 

To help in the struggle, write 
Friends of the Earth, Fitzroy, POB 
222, Fitzroy, 3065 Victoria, Australia; 
f o ef i tzroy@p eg . ap c . org . 
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Why We Need Zero Cut , Reason #2t 7: The Badger Sale 



by Karen Coulter 

Sometimes even the US Forest Service inadvertently surpasses even the most 
articulate voices in making the case for zero commercial extraction on public 
lands. For example, the Forest Service tried to pass off the Badger timber sale in 
eastern Oregon as a "salvage" sale with "widespread mortality" from "epidemic 
levels of fir engraver and Douglas fir tussock moths. " 

They called it an imminent, large-scale stand-re- 
placement fire just waiting to happen. 

On paper, the area sounded like a disaster scene of 
dead trees. The Forest Service promised not to log 
any live old growth outside of riparian areas (not that 
it makes any sense to log inside riparian areas, but 
forest plan amendments excuse logging of "en- 
croaching conifers" that sneak up on aspen trees in 
riparian areas). 

Ground-truthing the sale (taking the Forest Ser- 
vice inventory of the area and determining its inac- 
curacies) in 1996 revealed a vibrant, healthy forest, 
about 90- to 95-percent green, well within normal 
endemic levels of insect and disease activity. Some- 
what shocked by the Forest Service's blatant misrep- 
resentation, I called the district office and asked how 
much of the sale they thought was green. "At least 75 
percent" was the answer. Well, that made things 
easy, as this was enough to bump Badger out of the 
Salvage Rider (the day before its auction) for not 
meeting the definition of an appropriate Rider sale. 

Victory #1! But trust the Forest Service to never give 
up on logging an area (especially in an isolated 
district unaccustomed to the scrutiny of environ- 
mentally minded citizens). 

In the spring of 1997, the district re-offered Badger 
for sale. The Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 
(BMBP) commented on it, as did other groups and 

dedicated individuals who had seen the sale area and Rad a dijaste , scene 

fallen in love with it. No one who commented 

critically was sent the decision notice, lessening our chance to appeal the sale 
and potentially preventing us from having standing to file a lawsuit. When we 
found this out and confronted the district staff, they made vague comments 
about "office restructuring." 

We checked the area again, as it was now marked for logging. We counted so 
many healthy ponderosa pines over 30 inches in diameter marked to be cut, we 
stopped counting. Many were over 40 inches, which is big and old for this arid, 
high desert forest transition zone (where previous high-grade logging has taken 
out the biggest trees). In one aspen area, we measured two live old-growth 
ponderosa pines 40 inches and 50 inches in diameter that were marked to cut. 

Since some of our time had been stolen by the district's failure to send us a 


decision notice, we cried foul and asked the Forest Service for a full period in 
which to prepare our appeal. We sent our letters describing all the big old trees 
marked for cutting to the forest supervisor and regional office, and the decision 
notice was withdrawn. Victory #2! In a meeting between BMBP, the district 
staff, the district ranger, the forest supervisor and his staff, the district ranger did 
not even attempt to explain why old-growth trees outside the riparian areas 

were marked to cut. Instead, he just admitted that 
he'd found some of the trees, and yes, they would be 
remarked to save. 

Never trust the Forest Service. We went out and 
rechecked a lot of the sale units after the district 
assured us that the old growth had been completely 
remarked. We found live old-growth pine still marked 
to be cut in every unit we checked. A very consistent 
pattern of "mistakes" was discovered. To this date, 
the trees have not been remarked. 

Okay, to make a long story short, we went through 
psychological warfare with the Forest Service and 
industry representatives who attacked our opinions 
with no referee. Our concerns weren't resolved. We 
appealed the sale and have thrown the book at them 
in court. A lawsuit was filed in January of this year. 

Badger is a magnificent area with stunning old- 
growth ponderosa pine groves surrounded by waste- 
lands from prior logging. We can't let old-growth 
pine groves, as well as pileated and white-headed 
woodpeckers, elk, songbirds, the Malheur mottled 
sculpin (a fish listed as sensitive under the Endan- 
gered Species Act), the Sierra onion (another sensi- 
tive-listed plant), pine marten, wolverine and 
redband trout be ravaged by the Badger sale. 

So, we're asking you to help us stop this travesty 
now. Please write and call the officials listed below. 
Demand the complete and permanent cancellation 
of the Badger sale and ask that the area's old-growth 
Of dead trees? You be the judge. § roves be afforded permanent protection from log- 
ging. This forest is far more valuable as a wildlife 
preserve, with all unnecessary roads and cattle removed, than as disposable 
products for a gluttonous consumer society. The continued clearcutting of 
forests east of the Cascades creates an unsustainable economic boom that will 
lead to an inevitable crash. Eventually the resource-extraction economy will 
have to come to terms with dwindling resources. 

Please contact the following villains so we can achieve a lasting victory in 
stopping the Badger sale. Dan Glickman, Secretary of the USDA, 14th and 
Independence Ave. SW, Washington, DC 20250; (202) 720-3631; Bob Williams, 
Regional Forester, Region 6, POB 3623 Portland, OR 97208-3621; (503) 808- 
2200; Jim Lyons, USDA, OSEC NRE Rm. 217 E, Mailstop 0108, 1400 Indepen- 
dence Ave. SW, Washington, DC 20250; (202) 720-7173. 


Mobile Chernobyl 



by Roxane George 

Perpetuating ill-conceived nuclear waste poli- 
cies, Congress passed legislation last year to ac- 
commodate the nuclear industry at a tremendous 
cost to the US public. Collectively known as Mo- 
bile Chernobyl, HR. 1270 and S. 104 mandate 
transportation of nuclear wastes to an "interim" 
storage site near Yucca Mountain, Nevada, the 
location currently under consideration as a perma- 
nent, centralized repository for high-level nuclear 
wastes. If Mobile Chernobyl passes, either thou- 
sands of waste shipments will have to be trans- 
ported twice through communities (once to in- 
terim storage and again to a permanent storage 
site) or Yucca Mountain will become a de facto 
permanent repository, even though it isn't safe. 

Department of Energy (DOE) representatives often 
proclaim that the proposed site in the Mojave Desert 
is nothing but a worthless arid wasteland where no 
one lives. The Western Shoshone, the people indig- 
enous to the area, continued struggle to defend their 
culture and the land sacred to them. The DOE and 
Congress also discount the plants and animals that 
call this area home, including the threatened desert 
tortoise. Congress is more interested in fulfilling the 
reckless promise the government made in the '50s to 
take the wastes created by the energy "too cheap to 
meter." Many years later, the repercussions of that 
decision have come fully to bear. 


The communities now targeted for waste trans- 
port are showing vehement opposition. And the 
news from Yucca Mountain studies confirms what 
many knew all along: There is no good place to 
dump nuclear waste, especially here. 

More than a decade of study and the expenditure of 
billions of dollars have revealed that Yucca Mountain 
may be a particularly unsuitable site for permanent 
waste storage. The area contains no fewer than 33 
earthquake faults and has a class four earthquake zone 
designation, the highest United States Geological 
Survey rating. As recently as June 1992, a 5.6-magni- 
tude quake struck nearby, causing substantial damage 
to project surface facilities. The repository rock is 
highly fractured, and important questions about un- 
derground water movement remain unanswered. 

So how is it that Congress voted to expose this 
region to the risks involved in transporting thousands 
of nuclear wastes shipments to an unsafe site? Simple. 
The nuclear industry, desperate to get the costs and 
liability for its wastes transferred to the public, poured 
more money into lobbying and campaign contribu- 
tions than ever before. 

The industry argued that there is a waste storage 
crisis and that the government has a responsibility 
to take the waste because rate payers have paid 
billions into a nuclear waste fund. A federal court 
has found, however, that while the government's 
contract for the waste is binding, it can pay the 
additional costs of prolonged storage at a reactor 
rather than accepting waste without a safe place to 


put it. The money in the Nuclear Waste Fund is 
collected to fund a permanent, not interim, reposi- 
tory and is expected to be inadequate, even for that 
purpose. Interim transport and storage will only 
increase the deficit of funds. Industry reps also argue 
that storing waste in one isolated site is environ- 
mentally safer than keeping it at many reactor sites 
throughout the country. Some day that might be 
true, but only if the reactors have shut down for 
good. Until then, storing wastes at Yucca Mountain 
only increases the number of dumps by one. Reactor 
wastes have to remain on site for a minimum of five 
to ten years before they can be transported. Even the 
Nuclear Waste Technical Review Board, a Congres- 
sionally established independent oversight body, 
has stated that "there are no compelling technical 
reasons for moving commercial spent fuel to a 
centralized storage facility at this time." 

Policy-makers must clearly acknowledge that there 
presently exist no safe technology for disposing of 
this deadly material, nor is it likely to ever be devel- 
oped. The best we can hope for at this point, for the 
wastes that already exist, is a lesser of evils, a least 
unsafe solution. There are no guarantees of safety for 
anyone or any place near reactors, transport routes or 
storage sites. For these reasons, true responsibility 
means shutting down nuclear production now. 
Clinton has promised to veto the Mobile Chernobyl 
legislation. Please urge him to keep that promise and 
lobby your representatives to sustain the veto. If they 
voted right the first time, thank them. Organize. 
Groups like the Nuclear Information Resource Ser- 
vice (NIRS) can offer invaluable assistance. 

For more information, contact Flagstaff Opposed 
to Nuclear Transport at 2155 E. Maple #17, 
Flagstaff, AZ 86004; (520) 774-6542 or 226-1884; 
reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu. 
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Timber Protest 

by Mike Moss 

The Allegheny National Forest is a reminder of 
what Eastern forests used to be. The stands of 500- 
year-old hemlock, white pine and beech, home of 
the endangered Indiana bat, are one the most 
heavily logged forests in the East. The forest is a 
day's drive from a third of the country's popula- 
tion and the site of the largest timber sale east of 
the Mississippi. It is also a national forest where 
direct action has never 
happened — until now. 

On May 20, several cars 
packed with enthusiastic 
activists pulled up behind 
the Allegheny National 
Forest headquarters in 
Warren, Pennsylvania. 

With U-locks and 
lockboxes, a small group 
entered the building. Af- 
ter a quick "hello" to the 
receptionist, they cruised 
up a staircase and down a 
hallway to Forest Supervi- 
sor John Palmer's office. 

Even though a meeting 
was in session, activists 
interrupted and intro- 
duced themselves. "Hello, 
we're Earth First! We are 
here for a peaceful protest. We aren't going to 
hurt anyone or damage any property, but we are 
taking over the office." 

The shock on the faces of the Freddies was won- 
derful! Three people locked arms in lockboxes and 
laid on their backs to form a lockdown triangle 
with a pile of overlapping legs in the middle. After 
an Earth First! flag was hung off the pile of feet, a 
fourth activist U-locked his neck to the triangle. 

Outside the building, banners saying, "Stop the 
East Side Project" and "Camping not Cutting, Recre- 
ation for Lasting Jobs in the Allegheny" were quickly 
hung in the trees in front of the building. One Earth 
Firstler chained himself to a tree to give the Freddies 
a preview of what they can expect in the forest. 

The action was in response to the East Side Project, 
also known as Mortality II, the biggest timber sale 
east of the Rockies. Mortality II was halted in court 
when a federal judge said it would require an Envi- 
ronmental Impact Statement (EIS) in order to pro- 
ceed. In its infinite pursuit of forest destruction, the 
Forest Service's EIS doubled the damage and changed 
the name to the East Side Project. Now it calls for 


in Pennsylvania 

cutting 8,200 acres (3,020 acres of clearcuts) in a 
141,000-acre area (one-sixth of the entire forest). It 
will remove 55 million board feet of wood, con- 
struct or reconstruct 90 miles of roads, spray over 
3,000 acres with herbicides, and log areas previously 
set aside as old growth. 

After two hours of songs, chants and our demand, 
"Get out of our forest, and we'll get out of your 
office!," the cops, Freddies and an Emergency Medi- 
cal Technician removed the U-lock and arrested one 


activist. Then, they proceeded to lift up the three- 
person lockbox triangle and squeeze it out the door. 
Still locked together, the Earth Firstiers were carried 
down a thin, twisting staircase. One woman's arm 
was almost broken. The three didn't unlock until 
they were at the police station. Meanwhile, a group 
of activists outside the building handed out fliers, 
talked to the local people and chanted. One of the 
best chants of the day was "John Palmer you silly 
goose, East Side Project ain't multiple use!" 

On that day, we alerted John Palmer and the 
Forest Service to an Earth First! presence in the 
Allegheny. All that needs to happen now is... more 
action ! Legal action from the Allegheny Defense 
Project has reduced planned logging from 55 mil- 
lion board feet to 16 million. Once the Forest 
Service starts the East Side Project, however, we 
will need to put up some serious resistance. 

For more information, contact the Allegheny 
Defense Project, POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214; (814) 
226-4918; adp@envirolink.org or NYC Earth First!, 
Wetlands, 161 Hudson Street, New York, NY 10013; 
(212) 966-5244. 


Wolf Killings 
Go Unpunished 

by Craig Evarts 

A camper shot and killed a Mexican gray wolf on 
April 28, just a month after it was released as part of 
a reintroduction program. Arizona's Gila headwa- 
ters ecosystem. Arizona Fish and Wildlife Service 
recaptured the wolf's pregnant mate and returned it 
to a wildlife refuge. She gave birth on May 5. 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) is re- 
sponsible for investigating the shooting and provid- 
ing a report to Arizona's US Attorney, who will then 
decide whether or not to prosecute. But the USFWS 
will not reveal any information about the shooter. 

The potential penalty is one year in prison or a 
$10,000 fine. But, according to wolf activist Tom 
Beno, few wolf killers are ever prosecuted. The 
following cases remain unresolved. 

• January 1995 — Wolf #13F killed by "unknown 
person" while eating a dead calf in central Idaho. 
USFWS determined that the wolf did not kill the 
calf. No arrests were made. 

• April 1995 — Wolf #10 killed by Chad McKittrick 
near Red Lodge, Montana. Three years after being 
found guilty and sentenced, he's still not paid any 
fines or served time. 

• February 1996 — Wolf #12M killed near Daniel, 
Wyoming. No arrests. 

• March 1996 — Wolf #11F killed by Jay York near 
Meeteetse, Wyoming. Mr. York, reputed to bill him- 
self as "The Man Who Smoked the Wolf," was fined 
$500. US Attorney David Freudenthal said, "This is 
an appropriate disposition." 

• January 1997 — Wolf #28M is killed near Three 
Forks, Montana. No arrests. 

• Late 1997 — "Auntie" of the Ninemile pack, subject 
of a Rick Bass book, killed near Moscow, Idaho. An 
investigation is "ongoing." No arrests. 

• December 1997 — Wolf #31M killed in Montana, 
north of Yellowstone. No arrests. 

• December 1997 — Wolf #38M suffers for 11 days 
after being shot north of Yellowstone. No arrests. 

• March 1998 — Wolf #39F, the only white wolf in 
Idaho is shot north of Yellowstone. She was possibly 
pregnant. Charges are pending. 

• April 1 998 — Wolf #15 6M is shot and killed less than 
two miles from the release site in Arizona. No arrests. 

• May 1 998 — Alpha pair #6F and #8M found dead in 
Idaho of yet to be announced causes. No arrests. 

Since 1995, there have been only two arrests for the 
killing of 12 wolves. Five hundred dollars in fines 
have been paid, and no one has served any time. 
Information provided by Tom Beno. 



Hands Off the U'Wa, cont 


continued from front page 

For over a year now, Oxy has held this 
death sentence, this unthinkable 
choice between genocide and suicide, 
over this semi-nomadic forest tribe. 
The entire amount of oil in the region 
is estimated to be enough to fuel the 
US for a mere three months. 

Recently, activists from the South- 
ern California area came together with 
Amazon Watch and Action Resource 
Center (ARC) to send a clear message 
to Oxy that what it is doing will not be 
tolerated. On Earth Day, a 23-foot 
mock oil pipeline was delivered to 
Occidental's headquarters by flatbed 
and carried into the front lobby. Occi- 
dental is conveniently located on the 
busiest intersection in the US, the cross- 
ing of Wilshire and Westwood Av- 
enues in Los Angeles. Three activists 
climbed inside the carpeted, lit and 
double-ventilated pipeline (with bat- 
tery operated intake and exhaust fans 
on either end). They locked down 
with steel lock boxes and U-locks 
around their necks and waited. 

Stunned security guards looked on 
with gaping mouths and furrowed 


brows. When asked by police, the 
guards claimed the activists had been 
delivered inside the pipeline — which 
shows how well they were paying at- 
tention. The outside of the pipeline 
was decorated with multiple warnings 
to Oxy such as, "Oxy Oil = U'wa Blood. " 
Realistic-looking stage blood (corn 
syrup, red food coloring and soap) was 
splattered all over the pipeline and ran 
down the front stairs of the building. 
The first officer kept asking if this was 
an animal rights protest and, "Who 
locked 'em in there anyway — they 
couldn't have fastened themselves in 
now could they?," while looking ac- 
cusingly at our faithful support crew. 

Simultaneously, across the street, 
several climbers and support people 
took an elevator and stairwell up to 
the 26th-story roof of the unsuspect- 
ing Oppenheimer tower. One climber 
cleverly concealed her harness and 
butt-bag as a pregnancy, while the 
other stashed his backpack-full-of-ban- 
ner inside of three bottomless card- 
board file boxes stacked on top of each 
other. When the pipeline was deliv- 
ered across the street, the two activists 


began rappelling down the front of 
the building. They stopped directly 
opposite the upper floors of Occiden- 
tal Petroleum to unfurl a 1 , 500-square- 
foot bright orange banner that read, 
"Warning to Oxy: Your Colombian 
Oil Project = Death of U'wa Indians." 

Twenty-five police cars, 15 fire de- 
partment units, a couple ambulances 
and two bicycle cops appeared on the 
scene. The firefighters used the jaws of 
life, as well as a few other tools, to 
extricate the activists from the pipe- 
line, a process that lasted about two 
hours. Meanwhile, a public demon- 
stration informed the gridlock-bound 
drivers about the issue (the police shut 
the street down for convenient park- 
ing of their emergency vehicles). The 
pipeline project kept everyone busy for 
awhile, and it took law enforcement a 
bit of time to switch their focus to the 
banner hangers. Firefighters set up res- 
cue mats on the ground, and rope lines 
on the roof, allegedly preparing to cut 
windows out in an attempt to bring the 
climbers in. Unfortunately, dead radio 
batteries prevented us from informing 
the climbers of the police and 
firefighters' threats to cut down the 
trees below to better maneuver the air 


mats. In the end, they waited about 
four hours for the climbers to voluntar- 
ily ascend back up to the roof, where 
they were arrested. Four people from 
the pipe, three from the banner and 
one on the ground with a radio, were 
carted off to jail to catch up on some 
much needed sleep. 

This action is a strong warning to 
Occidental Petroleum to immediately 
stop all plans to drill on U'wa land. 
The notorious Shell Oil has already 
said it wants out of the project, al- 
though Chevron is said to be consid- 
ering joining. A full page ad in the New 
York Times recently asked sharehold- 
ers to divest of their stock in Oxy if it 
does not stop this genocidal project. A 
joint study by Harvard and the Orga- 
nization of American States has rec- 
ommended the immediate and un- 
conditional suspension of all 
Occidental's drilling plans. 

For more information or addresses 
to write the corporations or govern- 
ments involved, please contact either: 
Amazon Watch at 20110 Rockport 
Way, Malibu CA 90265; (310) 456- 
1340; http://www.amazonwatch.org 
or Action Resource Center at POB 2104 
Venice, CA 90294; (310) 396-3254. 
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Electronic Disturbance Theater occurred on the tenth of April, May and June, occupying Mexican 
President Zedillo’s web site. Soon thereafter, the Zedillo Administration convened to discuss 
Internet interference. Check out http://www.nyu.edu/projects/wray/ecd.html to get involved. 


continued from frontpage 
Immediately following the January 1, 
1994 Zapatista uprising in Chiapas, 
Mexico, EZLN communiques began to 
appear on e-mail listservs all over the 
world. This rapid widespread dispersal of 
communiques and other information, 
and the subsequent establishment of in- 
tercontinental networks of solidarity and 
resistance, are among the reasons the 
Zapatistas survive. 

In the 1980s we saw the emergence of 
the computer hackers — people skilled in 
programming with the technical knowl- 
edge to break into computer systems in 
order to disrupt, remove, add or destroy 
information. Early hackers were seduced 
by the pure joy of figuring out ways to 
hack into the computers of the Depart- 
ment of Defense, banks or other large- 
scale computer-dependent institutions 
that maintain massive databases. Some 
young hackers later turned corporate, 
applying their sharply honed skills as 
security specialists. But the first genera- 
tion of hackers is still around and active. 
Moreover, a second generation of hack- 
ers emerged in the 1990s. While all hack- 
ers are clearly not adverse to transgress- 
ing the boundary between the legal and 
the illegal, not all are political. The po- 
liticized hacker, however, is a growing 
subset of the larger hacker world. 

We are witness to a convergence of the 
computerized activist and the politicized hacker. This coming together of 
forces will open up unforeseen doors and possibilities. As a way to envision 
what this hybridized activist-hacker might engage in, it is instructive to 
borrow the metaphor of civil disobedience with its tactics of trespass and 
blockade. When we apply this metaphor to cyberspace we imagine electronic 
civil disobedience. 

The National Commission for Democracy in Mexico called for protests at 
Mexican consulates on April 10 to coincide with major mobilizations in Mexico 
City. Soon thereafter, the New York Zapatistas called a protest at the Mexican 
consulate in Manhattan and endorsed a call for electronic civil disobedience. 
That news moved swiftly across the Net. 

Just as people may physically trespass upon real property, people may trespass 
upon virtual property. Just as people may blockade entranceways to buildings, 
offices or factories, people may blockade entranceways to portals in cyberspace, 
to the doors and bridges that allow entrance and egress into corporate or 
governmental computer systems. This level of cyber-activism is still in its 
incubation period. While radical social movements have used e-mail for the last 
ten years and website-based communication for almost five, the strategies and 
tactics of disrupting the electronic fabric are still being developed. 

Electronic civil disobedience already occurred earlier this year. Following 
the Acteal massacre of 45 indigenous people in Chiapas, Mexico in late 
December 1997, there was a global upsurge of condemnation. Information 
about the massacre and announcements of protests at Mexican consulates 
and embassies were transmitted over the Net. The largest response was in the 
form of physical street protest, drawing crowds of 5,000 to 10,000 in places 
like Spain and Italy. But there were also calls for actions in cyberspace. On the 
low*en«l of cyber-activtsSn, people sent large amounts of e-mail to selected 
targets. In some of these instances, the intent may only have been to deliver 
a powerful message. But if pushed to its limits, massive amounts of e-mail can 
cause system overload. 

In January, the Anonymous Digital Coalition issued a plan for virtual sit-ins on 
five websites of Mexico City financial corporations. They issued information 
about the time zones so people could act together at 10 a.m. Mexico City time. 
They instructed people to use their Internet browsers to repeatedly reload the 
websites of these financial institutions, requiring many people to repeatedly 



strike certain keys on their keyboards. If many people together send a reload 
request to a website, it can effectively blockade access to the site. The site becomes 
overloaded with requests. 

Building on this relatively unsophisticated method of repeated simultaneous 
downloading, software has emerged that automates this action. These small 
programs are called ping engines. They are basically small looped programs that 
impart the same instructions repeatedly. Pinging some sites may have relatively 
little impact, especially sites that don't get much traffic. But pinging, and hence 
blocking, highly trafficked sites that contain "useful" information may cause a 
greater disturbance. 

Another tool is the offshore spam engine, a form-driven website based in 
another country that enables a user to automatically distribute massive quan- 
tities of e-mail to particular addresses. One problem associated with the offshore 
spam engine is that once a targeted address becomes aware of an e-mail 
onslaught, a cyber security team can put up barriers. 

Besides devices that act upon the entranceways, programmers are now devel- 
oping intelligent agents that can crawl through a website. One such agent is 
called a spider. 

Good spiders are 
designed to crawl 
quickly through 
websites in search 
of pertinent infor- 
mation. But bad 
spiders are being 
designed to crawl 
very slowly with 
the intent of caus- 
ing disruption. 

Issues of per- 
sonal security arise 
when considering 
tactics that go be- 
yond sending 
messages with po- A . 
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to an adversary, i.e. when the message form becomes a disruptive instrument. 
It is not illegal to send letters expressing dissent to government or corporate 
e-mail addresses. But questions of legality emerge with the application of 
more sophisticated techniques that automate dispersion of multiple elec- 
tronic signals that cause an electronic disturbance. The higher a hacker is on 
the tactical scale, the more crucial it is to mask identities and not leave traces 
of actions. Having several different free e-mail accounts under assumed names 
is one way to accomplish this goal. A number of websites now offer free e-mail 
accounts where anonymity is possible. 

Given that this politicized hacker/computerized activist hybridization is 
still in its incubation period, we can only expect that sophisticated tactics like 
ping engines, spiders and offshore spam engines are early prototypes of more 
to come. While these types of computerized tactics come out of people's 
experience within the context of the global pro-Zapatista movement, other 
radical social movements are also showing signs of interest in these new 
cybernetic direct action tactics. Urbanized environmental movements, like 
the efforts of the Lower East Side Collective in Manhattan to save community 
gardens from city encroachment, have started to go on-line using their 
computers and modems to send fax jams to New York City government offices 
[see article page 22]. 

There must now be thousands of activists throughout the world who are 
independently coming to similar conclusions about how we can use computers 
to take political action that goes beyond political communication. While valid 
arguments can be raised against the computer, and against the technological 
society that the computer engenders, it is foolish to turn one's back on that 
machine, especially when the machine offers possibilities for resistance to the 
very society that created it. Those already convinced of the efficacy of comput- 
ers for political action should continue. Those with critical stances toward 
computers should take a second look and consider how computers might be 
used as instruments for committing widespread massive electronic civil disobe- 
dience against the corporate, governmental and financial institutions currently 
responsible for destruction of life on this planet. 

Stefan Wray is a doctoral student at New York University, sjw210@is8.nyu.edu. 



Things You Can Do For The Earths FROM PRISON 


by Craig Evarts 

The Earth First! Journal has many readers who live 
in correctional facilities. Many of those readers send 
poems, pictures and letters. Many ask what they can 
do while in prison to help the environment. One 
inmate suggested this: 

The California State Prison System has a pro- 
gram that eco-inmates could latch on to. Five 


cities in California now have their trash sorted by 
inmates. The inmates and their guards cruise out 
to the Correctional Resource Recovery Facility. 
The inmates sort 100 tons of trash a day, retriev- 
ing glass, steel, aluminum, two grades of news- 
print, office paper, mixed paper, plastics and 
other scrap metal. Even organic material is sent to 
be composted. Under the program the city of 
Folsom has reduced its waste to 54 percent of 


what it was in 1990. The inmates earn between 50 
and 95 cents an hour, which is not bad for corpo- 
rate prison slave wages when you figure food, 
rent, electricity, clothes and commute costs are 
paid for. 

Fidel Castro and friends organized a revolution from 
prison, and this idea can be just the beginning of your 
political career in the clink. Petition the warden today 
to start a sorting program at your facility. 
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Predators Returning to the Wild Southwest 


Rising from the Sonoran Desert, through America’s largest contiguous ponderosa 
pine forest to snowbound spruce peaks, the Gila Headwaters/Sky Island Bioregion 
is a wilderness jewel. Twenty million acres of rugged canyons, sparkling peaks, and 
desert rivers. The Gila Headwaters is ranked with the North Cascades, Central 
Idaho, and the Everglades as one of America’s six premier wildlands by Foreman 
and Wolke in The Big Outside. They rightfully call it “the best opportunity for an 
ecologically complete Wilderness in the Southwest.” 

Which means predators-big ones-because no ecosystem is complete without 
them. The ranching industry and its subsidized government guns eradicated major 
predators from much of the American West by the first half of this century. They 
also slaughtered prairie dogs, elk, beaver, coyotes, and every other real or imagined 
threat to their cattle, including Apache people. 

The Mexican gray wolf, the grizzly bear, and the jaguar once haunted these 
mountain wilds with 


majesty and grace. The loss 
of these species changed 
the ecosystem dramatically. 
It also fundamentally 
changed the human 
relationship to the land, 
because a land without 
wolves is a different land. 


“Since the beginning, time had 
gnawed at the basaltic hulk of 
Escudilla, wasting, waiting, and 
building. Time built three things on 
the old mountain, a venerable 
aspect, a community of minor 
animals and plants, and a grizzly 
— Aldo Leopold 


The Land With Bears 

“Life in Arizona,” wrote Leopold in the 1 930’s “is bounded underfoot by gramma 
grass, overhead by sky, and on the horizon by Escudilla.” Escudilla bounded and 
defined the land (and human place within it) because Escudilla was the home of 
Old Bigfoot: 

“When the warm winds had softened the shadows on the snow, the old grizzly 
crawled out of his hibernation den in the rock slides and, descending the 
mountain, bashed in the head of a cow. Eating his fill, he climbed back to his 
crags, and there summered peaceably on marmots, conies, berries, and 
roots.. .No one ever saw the old bear, but in the muddy springs about the base 
of the cliffs you saw his incredible tracks. Seeing them made the most hard- 
bitten cowboys aware of bear. Wherever they rode they saw the mountain, and 
when they saw the mountain, they thought of bear.” 

But to leave even one place for the grizzly is unthinkable to the mind of commerce. 
Government trappers were called in at taxpayers expense to kill the grizzly, so that 
the livestock industry could make even more money off public lands-on the 
grizzly’s land, its mountain. 

“The government trapper who took the grizzly knew he had made Escudilla 
safe for cows. He did not know he had toppled the spire off an edifice a-building 
since the morning stars sang together... he did not know that the spires might be 
as important as cows.. .Escudilla still hangs on the horizon, but when you see 
it, you no longer think of bear. It’s only a mountain now.” 


in 1998. The Blue was chosen because it has over 500,000 acres of roadless 
country in which to roam. An additional 1 .2 million roadless acres lay nearby in the 
Gila and Aldo Leopold Wilderness Areas. In all, the seven largest roadless areas in 
the Gila Headwaters create a wildlife haven of over 2.1 million acres. 

Though one male wolf has already been shot, the rewilding of the Gila has 
begun and will continue with an inevitable force. Jaguars are coming back on their 
own. Once thought extinct in the U.S., they have been seen along the Mexican 
border in recent years, testing the waters to see if the time is right for its return. It 
is. For the first time since cattle arrived in the Southwest some 400 years ago, the 
grip of the livestock industry over our public lands, tax dollars, and wildlife is 
loosening. Lawsuits, petitions, appeals, agency whistleblowers, and public outcry 
have forced cattle off over 250 miles of streams in the Gila Headwaters/Sky Island 
Ecosystem this year. Logging has decreased by 85% in the last decade thanks to the 
Mexican spotted owl, northern goshawk, and a plethora of lawsuits and public 
outrage. 

The Gila is the Southwest’s great wilderness ecosystem-the last, best place for 
endangered predators. As antiquated extractive industries phase out, we have a 
chance, perhaps our last, to learn to live once again with the land, its rivers, and its 
great bears, wolves, jaguars, and goshawks. 


Wolves and Cats Coming Back 

Leopold envisioned a day when people would remember the value of grizzlies, 
wolves, jaguars, and river otters. When a sense of beauty, rightness, and sharing 
would prevail. That time has come. This spring, the first wildbome wolf pups in 
many decades stirred in the Blue Primitive Area. They were borne to a group of 1 1 
wolves in three packs, reintroduced to the Gila Headwaters/Sky Island Ecosystem 






n From its slightly ramshackle pin k adobe headquarters in a 
working-class neighborhood of Tucson, the Southwest Center for 
Biological Diversity has launched a fusillade of dozens of legal 
actions against federal agencies seeking greater protections for 
everything from large mammals like the jaguar to obscure insects 
like Thorne’s hairstreak butterfly.” 

— Washington Post, 1998 


Full of power and grace, the jaguar is a symbol of mystery and wilderness throughout the Americas. El tigre is known 
far and wide as a magical cat — elusive, crafty, and fierce. While they prefer to live near warm, wet, riverine areas, jaguars 
thrive in a multitude of habitats from the jungle to desert to pine forests. 

So powerful was the jaguar that ancient civilizations worshiped it as a god. Now it is on the brink of extinction. 
Centuries of reverence quickly turned to hatred. Hunting, logging, overgrazing, rampant development, and government 
predator “control” programs have all but eliminated the western hemisphere’s largest cat from the American Southwest. 

The jaguar once roamed free throughout Southern California, Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas — with sightings 
recorded as far north as the Grand Canyon. Now, this magnificent cat has only been seen a handful of times since 1 994 
in the remote mountains of Southern Arizona and New Mexico. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) claims it “accidentally” failed to list the jaguar as endangered in the U.S. 
through an “oversight” in 1973. The oversight was never rectified and hope for the imperiled cat quietly faded away. 

In 1 997, the FWS finally relented and ordered the jaguar to be listed as endangered in Arizona and New Mexico, and 
threatened in Texas. The listing was the result of a series of Southwest Center lawsuits, beginning in 1993. Historically, 
cattle ranchers and others have hunted the jaguar into near-oblivion. Fortunately, a few jaguars survive along the border 
of Mexico. We are now working to reintroduce the jaguar to its historical range throughout the Gila River Basin. 


Wolves were extirpated from various ranges in the U.S. and 
are now endangered not because of habitat loss-but because 
of a federal, state, and private campaign to exterminate them. 

The reason: ranchers wanted them gone. 

Starting in 1 9 1 4, Congress appropriated $ 1 1 5,000 to hire 
hundreds of federal hunters whose primary job was killing 
every wolf, mountain lion, coyote, and major predator in the 
nation. The Mexican gray wolf, a subspecies of can is lupus 
unique to the American Southwest and Mexico, was 
completely exterminated from the United States by the mid 
1 920’s. For decades after this, however, the government kept 
a full-time trapper on duty along the Peloncillo and Animas 
Mountains of southwestern New Mexico to kill wolves 
migrating north from Mexico. But in the 1950’s, with export 
of the deadly new poison, Compound 1080, the population in 
Mexico began to crash as well, and today it is questionable 
whether any wild wolves remain south of the border. 

This past spring 1 1 Mexican wolves — progeny of a tiny handful of survivors captured alive in Mexico — 
were reintroduced into the Blue Range of southeastern Arizona. The Blue Range was the site of Aldo 
Leopold’s killing of a wolf in 1909 — an act he later lamented in his famous “fierce green fire” passage of A 
Sand County Almanac. 

The wolves were released under the “experimental, nonessential” provisions of the Endangered Species 
Act, which precludes designation of critical habitat and allows killing of wolves that kill livestock under some 
circumstances. But this sop to ranchers has not prevented one wolf from bang shotalready. 

The murdered wolfs pregnant mate was recaptured by Fish and Wildlife for feai% she could not feed her 
pups alone. Another wolf who strayed west outside the bounds of the official recovery area, was also re- 
imprisoned. There are hopes, however, that two other Mexican wolves may have given birth in the wild-a 
first in the United States in over half a century. *"*“ 

The recovery area for Mexican wolves includes the entirety of the Gila National Forest, as well as the 
Blue Range. But it excludes adjacent public lands. While the Gila is clearly the best remaining habitat for the 
species in the Southwest, ultimately wolf corridors should be reestablished in the Peloncillo Range — and the 
species that strove for decades to reoccupy its northern-most habitat should be allowed to migrate south and 
reclaim the entire borderless ecosystem it once knew as home. 


Native Trout 

Native trout are synonymous with wilderness. There is no 
better indicator of clean water, cool forests, and healthy 
watersheds. The Gila Headwaters/Sky Island Bioregion is 
the Southwest’s great trout wilderness. It is the only 
ecosystem which supports three of the Southwest’s four 
native trout. The Rio Grande cutthroat trout lives on the 
eastern slope in streams draining into the Rio Grande River. 
The Gila trout is nestled in the heart of the Bioregion in the 
wilderness headwaters of the Gila River. The Apache trout 
reigns in the northwest corner, in the headwaters of the Salt 
River which eventually joins the Gila in the desert far below. 

The Gila and Apache trout are already listed as 
endangered species because of overgrazing, road incursions, 
and stocking of non-native trout. In February 1998, the 
Southwest Center, Sky Island Watch, and Southwest Trout 
teamed up to put the Rio Grande cutthroat on the Endangered 
Species list as well. Overgrazing, logging, road construction, 
and fish stocking have driven it from 95% of its former range. 

There is no excuse for allowing subsidized public lands 
cattle in the Gila Headwaters to trample its streams beds, 
pollute its waters, and chomp its riparian forests to dust. 
The Southwest Center filed a petition to designate 16 entire 
watersheds, from top to bottom, as critical habitat for the 
Gila Trout and will soon challenge the Fish & Wildlife 
Service’s anemic trout recovery plan. 


The Jaguar 


“The Southwest Center is unapologetic about its “no 
compromise” stance. When species have reached crisis 
numbers and habitat is so diminished, there is no room for 
compromise...” 

—Kern Valley Sun, 1997 


The Mexican 
Gray Wolf 






The Mexican 
Spotted Owl 

The remote forested canyons of the Gila Headwaters/Sky Island Bioregion contain the world’s 
largest Mexican spotted owl population. The Pinalenos, White Mountains, Mogollon Highlands, 
and the Black Range still harbor great stands of old growth harboring the secretive owl and its 
prey. In the mid-1980’s, having decimated most of the Southwest’s flatland old growth, the 
Forest Service set its sights on liquidating the deep canyon firs-putting it on a collision course 
with the Mexican spotted owl. In 1989, Robin Silver the Southwest Center’s Conservation 
Chair, petitioned to list the owl as an endangered species. In 1995 the Southwest Center led a 
coalition which won a lawsuit designating 4.8 million acres of critical habitat, including huge 
swaths of the Gila Headwaters. Later that year, just as the Salvage Rider hit, the Southwest 
Center led another coalition in a suit which shut down logging on 1 1 national forests for 1 6 
months until the Forest Service agreed to implement the Fish & Wildlife Service’s spotted owl 
recovery plan. 

The owl is not secure yet, however. The Forest Service consistently violates the recovery 
plan and even managed to change it to allow salvage logging in “protected” areas. The loggers, 
meanwhile, convinced a court to strike down the critical habitat because of a legal technicality. 
So it’s back to the courts and back to the woods until all the forests of the Gila and Southwest 
are permanently protected. 


“When it comes to wilderness preservation, a small, grassroots group 
out of Tucson, Arizona, is proof that the big guys don’t always win. 
In fact, when you look at the Southwest Center for Biological 
Diversity’s track record, you realize that if this group comes after 
you, there’s a fairly good chance you’ll be on the losing end.” 

— Backpacker Magazine, 1998 


The Northern Goshawk 


The goshawk is legendary for its ferocity and beauty. In 
ancient Persia it was called Baz-Nama, the King Hawk. 

Linnaeus named the species Accipiter gentilis in the 1 6th 
century, for its nobility ( gentilis ) and awesome ability 
to seize ( accipere ) squirrels, rabbits, birds, and other 
prey on the fly. 

Goshawks have lived in and coevolved with old 
growth forests in the West for thousands of years. 

Powerful, short rounded wings, and protective eye tufts 
enable them to blast explosively through the forest 
understory in pursuit of prey. Their incredible 
maneuverability comes from their long, rudder-like tail, which can quickly 
spin them around trees or dive them under shrubs and brush. No other 
forest raptor combines the goshawk’s speed, maneuverability, ferocity. They 
will even attack bears and wolves that come too close to their nests. 

The Gila Headwaters/Sky Island Bioregion is the only ecosystem in the 


world to support both the Apache goshawk and the 
Northern goshawk. Both subspecies, however, are 
severely threatened by logging, overgrazing, and 
industrial scale recreation. The wolf, grizzly, and 
jaguar have already been driven out of the 
Southwest, the goshawk may be the next to go if 
the Gila’s magnificent ponderosa pine mesas and fir 
clad canyons are not completely protected soon- 
and forever! 

In 1 991 , the Southwest Center petitioned the 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service to list all goshawks in 
the western U. S. as endangered. Because of the tremendous blow this would 
deliver to the timber industry, the agency twice turned our petition down. 
Both times, however, we took them to court and won prompting a federal 
judge to note that the agency seems to have a policy against listing species 
as endangered if they live in trees valued by the timber industry. 



The Grizzly Bear 


Just 150 years ago, between 50,000 and 100,000 grizzlies roamed western North 
America, ranging from the Great Plains to the California beaches. Grizzly bears were 
once common in the Southwest, where 1,000 to 2,000 grizzlies likely inhabited 
grasslands, riversides, and mountains. Today, barely 800 grizzlies live in the 
contiguous states. None remain in the Southwest. Grizzly bears currently occupy less 
than two percent of their original range and numbers. 

The introduction of millions of cattle and sheep in the late 19 lh century — without 
regard for the land’s capacity to produce forage — led to the disappearance of this 
widespread, intelligent bear. Livestock eliminated much of the vegetation that 
comprises around 90 percent of the grizzly’s diet. As a result, some bears turned to 
livestock. And starting in 1914, Congress began appropriating money to a special 
government agency designed to exterminate stock-eating animals. 

Grizzly bears were almost wiped out through predator control, habitat 
destruction, commercial trapping, and hunting. In the 1 930’s, the last known grizzly 
bear in New Mexico was killed in the Gila Wilderness after being discovered near a dead 
cow. Grizzlies were first listed as threatened with extinction in the lower 48 states in 1975. 

The Southwest Center has renewed the call for grizzly bear reintroduction into 
the Gila Headwaters. We are in the process of working with other groups and 
scientists to update a 1974 grizzly reintroduction study and to begin educating the 
public on the very realistic, achievable, and socially desirable goals of bringing the 



great bear back to the wilds of the Southwest. 


While trying to recreate and rebuild the pieces of a shattered ecosystem, the 
Southwest Center has been heartened to learn that there are millions of people who see 
the beauty and majesty of wilderness areas and know that creatures like the grizzly 
bear have a rightful place here. 




Protecting the Gil a Headwaters/ 
Sky island Bioregion 






Cattle grazing is undoubtedly the most ubiquitous form of ecosystem degradation in 
the West. A recent study by the Forest Service determined that cattle grazing is the 
most prevalent threat to endangered species in the Southwest. In this arid region, 
cattle grazing was just never meant to be. Yet federal and state land agencies continue 
to allow cattle to dominate the public landscape. 

For over a century, the cattle industry has eaten, trampled, and fouled Southwest 
rivers and riparian forests. The Rio Grande cutthroat trout, Southwestern willow 
flycatcher, loach minnow, Chiricahua leopard frog, cactus ferruginous pygmy owl, 
and Gila trout are just a few of the dozens of Southwest species being driven to 
extinction by overgrazing on public lands. 

Welfare Ranchers Abuse the Land 

Cattle ranching on federal public lands is subsidized to the tune of $300 million 
annually, when taking into account the plethora of federal activities that directly and 
indirectly support livestock grazing. Our tax dollars are footing the bill for these land 
barons to overgraze 270 million acres-90% of the federal public lands in the 1 1 
western states-destroying rivers, grasslands, forests, and endangering native 
wildlife. This destructive government handout has to stop. 


We’re Ousting the Cows 

• In 1997, the Southwest Center 
forced the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) to remove cattle from all or part 
of 32 allotments along the middle Gila 
River, including the Gila Box National 
Riparian Conservation Area. 

• In April 1998, the Southwest 
Center and Forest Guardians forced the 
Forest Service to remove cattle from 
250 miles of streams on 52 allotments in 
the upper Gila Basin. An additional 
settlement is pending to oust ‘em off 29 
more allotments. 

• Our litigation has forced the 
Forest Service into doing an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
on the impacts of grazing on 1 3 
endangered species. However, they are 
still ignoring many other species 
including the Sonora chub, yellow- 
billed cuckoo, Rio Grande cutthroat 
trout, and Lesser long-nosed bat. Some 
of the protection for fish is good, but the 
plan is very weak on birds. All cows 
need to be removed from Southwestern 
willow flycatcher critical habitat. 

These unprecedented wins will help 
us to ensure the survival of native fish, 
birds, amphibians, and mammals. We 
are working on more lawsuits, with the 


ultimate goal of removing all cows from Southwest rivers. To that end, we are now 
developing a federal buyout plan to get all cows off all stream sides in the 60 million 
acre Gila River Basin. 

You Can Help Oust Cows Too 

Please write to Ellie Towns, U.S. Forest Service Regional Supervisor, and demand 
that the EIS propose removal of cows from the Gila Basin and all habitats for 
Threatened & Endangered species. •» 

Write to: Ellie Towns 

U.S. Forest Service 
517 Gold AveSW 
Albuquerque NM 87102 
Phone 505.842.3292 Fax 505.842.3457 
Visit our web page to access the extensive resources compiled on livestock 
grazing. These documents will give you the information necessary to become an 
active participant in the management of our public lands. Our web page will also give 
you up to date action alerts on grazing reform and other public lands management, 
http://www.sw-center.org 



Logging Massacre Proposed 
by Gila National Forest 


Though lawsuits and petitions 
have dramatically decreased 
logging in the Gila Headwaters 
in recent years, the Gila 
National Forest is trying to jump 
start its timber program with the 
largest logging project in 
Southwest history. The largest 
threat to the wildness of the Gila 
high country is the recently 
proposed Negrito Ecosystem 
Project. The Gila National 
Forest plans to log over 90 
million board feet-over 20,000 logging trucks-of timber on 65,000 
acres over the next eight years. This is by far the largest timber 
project ever proposed on a Southwest National Forest, where timber 
sales typically range from 1-3 million board feet. 

Incredibly, the forest has responded to an outpouring of public 
shock and outrage by denying the existence of its proposal! In a well 
planned misinformation campaign, the Gila National Forest is 
sending out letters and email in response to public outrage, saying 
that no 90 million board foot sale is planned, and that only one small 
timber sale is under consideration. The Forest’s own Negrito 
Ecosystem Analysis Report 1997, however, clearly describes, maps, 
and proposes 1 5 timber sales totaling 90 million board feet. 

Using sound science and the courts, the Southwest Center has 
halted or revamped over 1 00 timber sales. In 1 995, we prevented the 
Gila National Forest from roading and logging eight million board 
feet in the Eagle Peak roadless area. For 16 months in 1995 and 
1997, we stopped every timber sale on all 1 1 National Forests in 


Arizona and New Mexico. With your help, we intend to stop the 
Negrito Eco-cide Project as well. The Forest Service has catered to 
the timber industry long enough. 

The Forest Service commonly proposes absurdly huge timber 
projects, then scales them back in negotiations, claiming they have 
reached a “reasonable compromise” even though that “compromise” 
would never have been accepted if proposed on its own. The 
Southwest Center will not attempt to negotiate this atrocity down to 
a more “reasonable” level of logging. 

The Southwest Center has vowed to continuously inform the 
public, litigate, and if necessary occupy the site and wage a 
campaign comparable to the 1 996 Eagle Peak Roadless Area battle. 
The Gila National Forest became a national disgrace in its failed 
effort to log Eagle Peak, which is sacred to the Zuni. The campaign 
exposed Forest Service employee arson, illegal alterations to the 
Mexican Spotted Owl Recovery Plan, and resulted in an USDA 
Inspector General’s investigation of the Gila National Forest. 


How Can You Help?. 


Write, call, and fax the Gila National Forest today! Tell them the 
project should be permanently abandoned, anything short of that is 
unacceptable. Stay up to date on this project by checking our web 
page regularly for current information on the progress to stop this 
outrage, http://www.sw-center.org 
Write to: Abel Camarena 

Gila National Forest Supervisor 
3005 E Camino del Bosque 
Silver City NM 88061 
Phone 505.388.8201 Fax 505.388.8204 



Southwest Center for Biological Diversity Membership 

Yes, I’d like to become a member of the Southwest Center and help 
protect the Southwest’s natural environment and precious wildlife! 

“Tlte Southwest Center is one of the very few things 

□ $25 Cactus Ferruginous Pygmy Owl □ $500 Jaguar that give me hope for the future of our priceless and 

□ $50 Leopard Frog □ $1,000 Golden Eagle irreplaceable wildlands and remaining intact 

□ $100 Northern Goshawk □ Other $ ecosystems.” ~sw Center Member 


N ame Phone 

Address F ax 

City, State, Zip Email 

Include your E-mail address to receive our regular Biodiversity Alerts 

Contributions and gifts to the Southwest Center are tax-deductible. Southwest Center for Biological Diversity PO Box 710 Thcson AZ 85702-0710 520.623.5252 




continued from front page 

Belfield, Germany: Police here scored in the 
lowest one percentile on the fun-o-meter. Organiz- 
ers chose April 25 to reclaim the streets. The date 
marked the fifth anniversary of the A33 motorway 
basecamp, where police failed to disband 300 ravers, 
their mobile stage and a sound system. 

This time, the police cordoned off the area, forbid- 
ding long-hairs, hippies and young folks from leav- 
ing. Thirty people escaped the corral; many who 
remained were carted off to the big house. 
Plainclothesed police twice lobbed tear gas at the 
crowd while the fire department attempted to re- 
move two tripods. Two people who locked onto 
barrels were and beaten until they released. The 
hullubaloo of the street party provided ample oppor- 
tunity for the partygoers to slash squad car tires. 
There were over 240 arrests. 

Lyon, France: Lyon police may have the poten- 
tial to be fun, but they get real serious real quick 
when shopping malls are involved. A tripod blocked 
the street under the gigantic Credit Lyonais Tower, 
blocking a major parking lot of the Part-Dieu shop- 
ping mall. Unamused, the police charged the block- 
ade, scattering the partygoers, who later found a 
fountain to splash around in. Two hundred people 
with anti-corporate costumes and signs, bicycles, 
drums, whittles and a float joined a demonstration 
against the extradition of Algerians. Even dogs 
showed up for the party, which passed through a 
chorus line of exotic dancers donning feathers and 
bikinis for World Cup soccer events. 

Lancaster, England: British police always seem to 
have their knickers in a twist about something, and 
Lancaster cops are no exception. (W ouldn't you if you 
were a cop without a gun?) Dalton Square was heavily 
patrolled by police and other evidence gatherers in 
vans, on motorbikes and on horses. Costumes, volley- 
ball, a sound system and drumming occupied a round- 
about, where party guests used paint and foam prolifi- 
cally on anything that stood still. The square Was filled 
with an anarchist bookstand, food, music and a dragon 
that the kids chased. A stranded car was slowly beaten 
to death . The cops chaperoned the ball, standing three 
or four lines deep. They initially sported head gear, 
then donned more appropriate evening attire, full riot 
gear. Apparently the police bullies were bummed 
that no one asked them to dance, because once the 
party started rocking, the cops pushed their way in 
and demanded to search bags. The crowd did not give 
way and forced the police back out of the party, 
mobilizing to reclaim the main street. Police trun- 
cheons whacked a few partygoers, and a few bottles 
were thrown, all with little or no damage. 

Brisbane, Australia: Lookin' for a good 
time? Then don't call the Brisbane police. 

They'd probably just cuff ya and stuff ya 
into a paddy wagon. It took them an hour 
to turn off the music (must have been one 
of them newfangled extension cords). 

They then promptly towed the source 
away. Despite this, 200 party guests 
danced, drummed and whistled for an- 
other few hours then went home, their 
spirits undaunted. Nine were arrested. 

Birmingham, England: Birmingham's 
police may be fun someday. But for now 
they're not. They had to be run out of the 
party attended by 60,000 people. One 
officer was custard-pied for attempting to 
take the sound system. 

A samba band, volleyball, banners, 
clowns, a tripod and thousands of people set the 
atmosphere for the G8 superpower summit sched- 
uled to take place in Birmingham, as did the techno 
sound system, fire eaters and banner-hanging lamp- 
post scalers. Donated boxes of lettuce, tomatoes and 
cucumbers became ammunition to hurl at police. 
The Stars and Stripes and Union Jack were set ablaze 
atop a bus while other activists overturned a car. 

Finally the cops figured out how to attach wheels 
to a tripod, and rolled it away. 

Geneva, Switzerland: An aperitif before the party 
might have loosened up the Swiss police enough to 
enjoy themselves. Instead, those who patrol the opu- 


lent streets of one of the world's richest cities became 
especially uptight when the party of several thousand 
people neared the headquarters of the World Trade 
Organization, where heads of states were gathered to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Global Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade and the World Trade 
Organization. Perhaps they can take fun classes from 
the anarchist party guests who unfurled their rage on 
banks, jewelry stores and McDonalds, smashing win- 
dows, hurling paint bombs, torching a car and scrib- 
bling anti-globalization graffiti. The partypoopingpigs 
ruined the mood by bombarding the crowds with tear 
gas, and received a storm of stones and bottles in 
return. A police helicopter and a line of riot cops kept 
watch on the party. 

Berlin, Germany: The Berlin police seemed 
hungover from the May Day riots that created a 
wave of anti-police-violence sentiment. The Ger- 
mans considered their cops well-behaved, saying 
there were "only three arrests and a handful of 
people were hit by police." 

The RTS party went off big with almost 1 ,000 folks 
claiming an intersection in the center of Berlin. The 
demonstrators' spirits were high as they smoked, 
drank and played volleyball and chess to the music 
of Radikal Rave. 

Ljubljana, Slovenia: Forty people reclaimed the 
streets by cruising around on bicycles, roller-skates, 
wheelchairs and on foot, averaging 5.3 km/hour. 

Tallinn, Estonia: Their in abstentia status won 
these cops fun points when 50 bicyclists and pedes- 
trians converged 
alongside a six-lane 
road at the former site 
of a crosswalk. In a 
town where pedes- 
trian crossings are in- 
creasingly rare and of- 
ten obstructed by bar- 
ricades, people held 4 
commemoration of 
the 25 cyclists and 73 
pedestrians killed by 
cars last year. 

Twenty-five cyclists 
covered themselves 
and their bikes with 
white blankets. Ex- 
pecting to witness an 


In Seattle, a Nike shoe gave cars the boot. 

actual accident, cars slowed down to view the car- 
nage. People carried a banner reading, "Kellelekiirteed 
piirded," or, "Some get highways, others get fences." 

Retaining the street party spirit, 900 cyclists did a 
three-day tour in central Estonia, obstructing traffic 
on some of the nation's busiest road. 

Tel Aviv, Israel: Even Dick Clark might have given 
the Tel Aviv police a 32 for having a beat he could 
dance to. Festival-goers secured a permit in advance 
for the two-street party, allowing them to publicize 
their event on radio, television and in newspapers. 
When over 500 people showed up, the police just 
made sure attendees didn't get hit by cars. 


The truck with the sound system met the party in 
a seaside parking lot, and people in the streets 
turned the traffic jam into a road rave. There were 
boisterous demands for clean air, public transporta- 
tion and bicycle lanes. The party was part of the 
campaign against the Trans-Israel Highway. 

Berkeley, California: A little beer and a lot of pot 
may be responsible for the mellowness Berkeley 
police force. They made like wallflowers as partygoers 
paraded and bicycled through the streets. Four hun- 
dred people reclaimed Telegraph Ave. with a disc 
jockey, fire eaters, a bonfire, free food and a televi- 
sion smash. Police intervened only to extinguish 
the fire and prevent area apartment dwellers from 
throwing water baloons at the crowd below. 

Sydney, Australia: Consider inviting Sydney police 
to your next party. Though they played hard-to-get 
with idle threats of interference, the cops allowed the 
94-decibel party to proceed. The Solidarity Choir, 
drummers, disc jockeys, a Central Techno Sound 
Tower and Hip-Hop/Reggae/Dub sound stage and 
electric string quartet dazzled the attendees. Four 
thousand people attended. Sydney RTSers perhaps 
charmed the police with their sheer decadence; they 
spread carpets and arranged sofas in a lounge space 
replete with three chai stalls, a food fundraiser, a 
skateboard rail, a five-terminal sidewalk Internet sta- 
tion, two sandstone sculptors, poets, fire twirlers, 
street gardeners, and recycling and garbage bins. Speak- 
ers updated the audience on the New South Wales 
forest campaign, the Jabiluka uranium mine, the 

Multilateral Agreement on 
Investment and why RTS is 
so radical. The sights and 
sounds were loaded onto a 
laptop for frequent Internet 
uploads. Over 1,700 hits on 
the site occurred within 24 
hours of the party. 

Leuven, Belgium: Hell, 
the cops here damn near 
joined the party. About 250 
folks partook in festivities 
in the middle of a busy 
street. When evening rolled 
around, the police escorted 
the party to a park. 
Belgium's first-ever RTS 
ended near midnight when 
the police politely asked the 
partiers to please go home. 

Utrecht, The Nether- 
lands: The Utrecht police are 
the undisputed winners of 
the Golden Donut, Fun Cop 
Award. The five-hour street 
rave on May 16 was a wild 
dance party of 800 people 
blockading a six-lane highway. Throughout the day, 
cops mingled with the crowd and sat on the pavement 
waiting for the sound equipment to arrive. When it 
finally did, the police helped start a generator. They 
eagerly followed the party wherever it took them. In 
early evening, the police announced that the city 
street cleaners would help clean the party area. 

Bogota, Colombia: The planned festivities were 
postponed due to more pressing human rights dem- 
onstrations in response to threats against union and 
left-wing activists from fascist paramilitary death 
squads. Keep your eyes open for future actions. 

Now you know which cops to invite to your next 
party. Streets were also reclaimed Tuscon, Arizona; 
Dublin, Ireland; Derry, North Ireland; Ankara, Tur- 
key; Darwin, Australia; Gothenberg, Sweden; 
Nuremberg, Germany; Madrid, Spain; Vancouver, 
Canada; Seattle, Washington; and Stockholm, Swe- 
den. For all our readers in law enforcement, you may 
notice that the more fun you are, the easier it all goes 
down. But when you score low on the fun-o-meter, 
things get broken. 


The G8 summit to be held 
in Birmingham, England 
was relocated due to the 
RTS bash. 


Reclaiming the 
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Disrupting the Powers that Be... 



by L. A. Kauffman 

Through the tactic of the fax jam, a 
small group of determined activists, 
armed only with computers and mo- 
dems, can disrupt business as usual for 
their opponents of choice. The fax 
jam was pioneered by the AIDS activ- 
ist group ACT UP in the late '80s and 
is an excellent way to involve people 
in direct action who have limited time 
for activism. 

These simple instructions will show 
you how to conduct a fax jam with- 
out running afoul of the law. I devel- 
oped these tips the hard way. One 
evening in October 1997, two New 
York Police Department detectives 
arrested me at my apartment and 
charged me with "aggravated harass- 
ment" under an anti-stalking statute. 
My alleged crime? Sending faxes to 
the New York City Partnership, New 
York's Chamber of Commerce. 

Indeed, I had personally sent several 
thousand faxes to the partnership, and 
a large and growing e-mail list of activ- 
ists (known as the E-mail Army) had 
begun subjecting the partnership to 
day-long phone and fax jams on a 
regular basis. We were protesting its 
role as the architect of a city plan to 
bulldoze hundreds of community gar- 
dens and replace them with $120,000 
condominiums. 

The District Attorney declined to 
prosecute the case so the whole area of 
"fax crime" remains legally murky. 
During the process I learned a few 
things that can help you avoid pros- 
ecution. I had faxed the same message, 
"Don't bulldoze the gardens!," over 
and over. That left me open to the 


charge that, after a certain point, the 
faxes had lost their communicative 
value and were pure harassment. 

The key to First Amendment-pro- 
tected faxing is to emphasize the po- 
litical content of your fax so 
that the purpose of the fax is 
to communicate rather than 
to harass. 

Of course, your purpose is to 
communicate your message 
emphatically. So you fax a long 
letter stating your political 
opinions in great detail. You 
write it one word to a page so 
that it's hundreds of pages 
long. You send it in coordina- 
tion with others. 

Creating the Faxes 

In your word processing pro- 
gram, write a long letter stat- 
ing your political opinion 
about the matter at hand. Use 
72 point type for added em- 
phasis and readability. You'll 
find that in a matter of min- 
utes you can create a 100-page 
document. With just a bit more 
investment of time, you can easily 
increase that to 500 or more pages. 

Save this document as a file; you 
could call it "faxjam." Then fax the 
document to your target, using your 
fax/modem software. Get 10, 20 or 
200 people to do this on the same day, 
and you'll create major disruption with 
minimal effort. 

I always put my real name and fax 
number on the fax. It is technically a 
violation of federal communications 
law (aimed at stopping unsolicited fax 


advertising) to do 
otherwise. What- 
ever you choose to 
do, keep in mind 
that the number 
you use can be 
traced quite easily 
if you do some- 
thing stupid, like 
fax a threat. 

Conducting the Fax Jam 
Campaign 

You'll need: 

1 . A group of activists with e-mail. 


2. Fax number(s) for your opponents. 

This step can sometimes entail a bit of 
research, for it requires first pinpointing 
specific individuals who have the power 
to take the action you want: say, the city 
commissioner who could pull a com- 
munity garden off the auction block. 

There's no need for any cloak-and- 
dagger tricks to get the fax number. Just 
call up and ask, "May I have the number 
for sending faxes to so-and-so?" The 
receptionist will almost always give the 
number without further ado. (If you're 


planning to go after multiple targets in 
a single institution, you will of course 
want to get all the numbers you need 
before the fun begins.) 

3. A coordinator to call the jams by e- 
mail and administer the e-mail list. 

Some jams are planned well in ad- 
vance (to fall, say, on the anniversary 
of some heinous deed); these are best 
announced through an alert mailed 
one to two days beforehand. Others 
are called as a nearly instantaneous 
response to an event. 

Keep your action alerts brief and 
concise, and place the crucial infor- 
mation in the first 12 lines. 
An example: 

WHAT: Fax jam against 
real-estate developer Donald 
Capoccia. 

WHY: For bulldozing four 
Lower East Side community 
gardens and scheming to 
bulldoze two more. 

WHEN: Friday, May 1, all 
day long. 

FAX: (212) 534-5021. 

Three Cautions: 

1. If your fax jams are suc- 
cessfully disruptive, your op- 
ponent will probably start 
looking for ways to make you 
stop. Any individual who is 
asked to stop faxing by a 
specific target should do so 
to avoid any possibility of a 
civil suit. 

2. A full-scale fax jam is 
usually most effective fairly late in a 
pressure campaign, after less disrup- 
tive tactics have failed. 

3. The person responsible for deal- 
ing with the fax mess is usually some- 
one other than your actual target, 
most commonly a clerical worker. 
Our group of community garden de- 
fenders has made a habit of sending 
lavish bouquets or flowering plants 
to the receptionists affected by our 
jams, along with an apology for the 
increased work load. 




by Timber Wolf 

Summer is fast approaching. You can feel it in the 
air — leaves on the trees, the soil drying out, the roar 
of chain saws cracking through the stillness of the 
dawn. All the beauty and pain that summer brings. 
The call of the wild brings us to the places we cherish 
and to the points of destruction. We ask ourselves, 
"How to do it this year?" 

Here are a few tips for those of you who have decided 
that nonviolent civil disobedience and direct action 
are effective means to achieve your goals. Many of the 
ideas that follow are ones that were tested at Cove/ 
Mallard last summer. If you don't have a working 
knowledge of basic blockading and safety techniques, 
please don't go out and try these contraptions. 

Whenever putting an implement on a roadway to 
stop machines, the first step is finding the narrowest 
spot on the road, or the choke point, at least a mile 
from the area you are defending. Many people 
like spots with very steep slopes on either 
side to prevent new roads from being built 
around the blockade. (This has happened 
often, even when it violates the law or 
costs an exorbitant amount of money.) 

For this reason, some people think 
the ultimate choke point is a bridge. 

Once your point is established, 
many things can miraculously ap- 
pear overnight. Slash is a great 
tool for slowing down the indus- 
trial machine. As many of us 
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know, yarn is one of the worst things to ever happen 
to chain saws. It completely gums up a saw, sometimes 
permanently. If the workers are warned, 16-penny 
nails work great too. One or two bumps into the nail 
leaves a saw so dull it won't cut at all. The poor loggers 
spend more time sharpening their chains than clear- 
ing the road. Wire and acrylic yarn are great for 
making it impossible to pull a slash pile apart by hand. 
Another way to make slash piles ultra effective is to 
build them over lock down positions (like a sunken 
dragon), "weaving" the slash into a dense structure, 
wiring, nailing and yarning it all together as you go. 

An additional way to use slash is to buy extra time 
to set up actions. In Idaho, activists discovered that 
scattering small obstructions in a Freddies' path, 
even one log just big enough so they can't drive over 
it every ten feet, really slows them down. This is 
more effective than building huge piles of debris in 
a couple of spots because it makes them move their 
rig ten feet at a time. Just getting in and out of the 

vehicle takes way more time 
than moving the slash. 
This tactic has been used 
so successfully that one 
time it took a Freddie 
almost an hour and a 
half to drive a half 
mile, leaving plenty 
of time to secure a 
nasty little lock- 
down in the road. 
Double tripods 


are a variation of the time-honored classic. The 
double tripod is essentially two tripods with a long 
pole suspended between them. The pole between 
them should be approximately five-feet longer than 
the tripod poles. The tripods' apexes should be set 
the length of a tripod leg away from each other. The 
pole should be pulled up, anchored and then lashed 
to the tripods. Attach a hammock filled with two 
arrestees to the pole. 

One last little secret to share with all you free 
staters is the dragon's roost. This is a sure headache 
for Fred for years to come. The basic design is two 1 8- 
foot culverts, cabled together, standing on end. 
They are erected with a climbing rope anchored at 
the top, buried in the road about three feet or so, 
rebarred down and cemented in. Use the climbing 
rope to get up the culverts. Pull up tons of dirt and 
rocks, and fill the culverts to a few feet from the top. 
Fill the top three or four feet of one with cement, 
fitting a lockbox in the top. Now, mount a platform 
across the top of both culverts. Leave an arm hole in 
the platform to fit over the mouth of the lockbox. 
This setup allows for all the pleasures of home. The 
dragon's roost is basically a free state device, requir- 
ing some time to complete. If you ever try this, it is 
extremely important that there is plenty of cement 
below and all the way around the lockbox. 

Just remember, the resistance is constantly evolv- 
ing and so must our techniques and tactics. Don't 
stifle yourself into ineffectiveness. Be creative. Be 
innovative. Try something completely different to 
keep them guessing and keep it wild! 
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DEAR NED LUDD 
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Operation Salami 

On May 25, activists from across 
Canada converged on the Sheraton 
Centre Hotel in downtown Montreal 
and disrupted several hundred busi- 
ness people and high-level politi- 
cians who were planning to open 
the Montreal Conference on 
Globalized Economies. 

The action was called "Operation 
Salami" (the MAI, trade-deal is 
known as "AMI" in French) and *, 
involved . 120 people split up into 
different affinity groups to block 
the hotel's entrances. An additional 
400 demonstrators showed their 
support by monitoring the police 
and keeping morale high. 

Shortly after 8 a.m., the first 
Salami "slice" of about 75 activists 
was guarding its entrance. When 
conference attendees started arriv- 
ing around 9:00, they found their 
way blocked. They milled about 
confused, surprised and irritated. 

A couple hundred business people 
massed in Dorchester Square, a 
block away from the Sheraton Ho- 
tel. What a sight they were, all 
dressed-to-oppriess and standing 
stiffly in the grass. For the next 
four hours, none of the 500 capi- 
talist ladder-climbers were able to 
enter the hotel. j 

By 10:15, the police and business 
people had a plan: They would try 
to cross, through a bank building 
and break through one of the larger 
blockades. Another slice swiftly | 
moved to blockade the bank build- 
ing. The result: The bank building 
was also sealed off to business-as- 
usual, as nervous security person- 
nel in the bank choose to close the 
whole building! 

At 10:30, dozens of riot police 
formed lines and pushed the sup- 
porters away from the blockaders, 
who were now being arrested and 


DEAR NED LUDD is an irregular feature in the Earth First! Journal for 

DISCUSSION OF CREATIVE MEANS OF EFFECTIVE DEFENSE AGAINST THE FORCES OF 
INDUSTRIAL TOTALITARIANISM. NEITHER THE EARTH FlRST! MOVEMENT NOR THE 

Earth First! Journal necessarily encourage anyone to do any of the 
THINGS DISCUSSED IN DEAR NED LUDD. SEND US YOUR SUBMISSIONS. 


Now You're Cookin' with Ca si 

Howto Grab Ronald McDonald by the Balls 


for another day with the chicken parts and fish pieces. 

The best part is it's just plain fun to grab a corporate 
fast-food joint by the nuts and twist. I like to wait until 
the lunch rush is hopping and the drive through is full, 
then coolly cruise up and shut off the gas while tying my 
shoe or whatever. No one will notice, no one notices 
anything. Then walk to a good hideout to watch as the 
drivers screech away pissed off. You can laugh over a 
sprout sandwich or a jug of Jim Beam. The fun will be 
over in 40 minutes when the gas repair guy comes 
rolling in and figures it out. But by then lunch is over, 
three or four hundred bucks in profit are gone, lots of 
customers are pissed, and McSchmuck owes Jebediah 
the gas repairman $60. So all in all, it's got a pretty good 
result-to-effort ratio. Plus, it's funny as all hell! 

Here's a quick rundown of the most vulnerable chain 
restaurants: 

Boston Market, McDonalds, Burger King, Taco Bell, Skip- 
pers, Jack Off in the Box, Kentucky Fried Chicken, super- 
markets with delis and any pizza joint. These places not 
only rely on gas equipment, they intentionally hire em- 
ployees who will never figure out how to fix it. 


by Jebidiah 

This little gem of a trick is a quick way to really fuck up 
a fast-food joint for awhile. The beauty is that it only takes 
a second, can be performed with no real preparation and is 
totally safe. You can do it on your way to grandma's, the 
store, work or church. The only tool you need is a 12-inch 
crescent wrench. 

Walk up to the fast-food slop-shop with your crescent 
wrench. Locate the gas meter behind the building (usually 
near the back door). It looks like R2D2's little brother. It 
will be a medium gray color and will have either a few 
gauges or a digital readout in a plastic case on top. There 
will be one pipe coming in and one going out. Examine the 
pipes, and on the incoming one (usually the left one) there 
will be a little valve. It looks just like any other fitting 
except there is a circle about the size of a 50 cent piece in 
it. Coming off this circle is a rectangular tab with a hole 
drilled in it. That's your baby. Just grab the tab with your 
Stanley drop-forged crescent wrench, turn it 90 degrees 
and watch greasy tears roll down the faces of all those sad 
people in the drive-thru. Orders will quit going out within 
five minutes. 

Since I know, I'll give you a t (q . <Af7TK J I 't 
quick rundown on what is going ^ i i ( 

on inside. Jim Bob just dropped 
his last load of fish sticks into the 
fryer for today's lunch rush. The 
safety valves on all the fryers and 
grills just closed, and the grease 
is quickly coagulating. The man- 
ager is having chest pains as her 
labor-to-profit ratio plummets 

before her eyes. One honor stu- __ 0? , / 

dent gives a shit. And the rest of Jit 

the crew snicker and give each j 

other looks while they get a well- | J /Jjt\ 

deserved break. Dozens of sorry 

souls are denied their / >3^ 

chickenmikwhopperwithfrize. RICH M/P / cS \ 
For you tree huggers, that means G .REAM/ /i I 

a ream or two of paper bags, £PRAY C 

napkins, boxes and shit doesn't 
walk out the door. For you ani- 
mal lovers 


Around noon, a number of dem- 
onstrators and journalists were 
sandwiched by riot cops, and sev- 
eral people were beaten with billy 
clubs or grabbed by their faces. A 
journalist with the newspaper Le 
Devoir said that several media were 
there and witnessed or bore the 
brunt of what he described as "the 
police's... excessive use of force 
against young people." 

Around the various entrances to 
the hotel, police arrested and 
dragged away activists. Some were 
injured in the process. In total, about 
100 people were arrested. 


/ANl/AAL 
1/ LIBERATION) 
< PROMT FREE 

ramse Toys 


that means that 
Bambi's cow cousin stays on ice 


C(2ueLT7 FREE WcBVIPHIS 


MOVEing with the 
Africas 

Ramona and Mario Africa of 
MOVE recently spoke in seven 
southern cities in seven days. Katuah 
Earth First! and the Asheville Indus- 
trial Workers of th§ World helped 
coordinate the tour. The tour was 
broadcast to over 900 people di- 
rectly and several thousand indi- 
rectly through three pirate radio 
stations and a variety of public sta- 
tions. At three of the events, the 
Nation of Islam provided security, 
and a number of Black Panthers 
were involved as well. 

Through the efforts of local orga- 
nizers, the Ku khix Klan rallies 
planned after the MOVE speeches 
in Asheville, North Carolina, and 
Memphis, Tennessee; were canceled. 

For more information, contact 
Katuah Earth First! (address on page 
35). [See interview on page 8.J 




NightNews 


Tight News 


1 IGHT 


Wrenching Campaign 
Gains Ground 

Northwest Alberta has become a 
battleground in a multi-million 
dollar war against the forest and 
energy industry in Canada. "We're 
going to see so meone get killed," 
says Moun tie Dave MacKay, re- 
viewing his collection of road 
spikes, bullets and a punctured 
gas pipeline. 

His Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police detachment has responded 
over the past two years to over 
100 incidents of sabotage aimed 
at the timber industry. 

The incidents include the bomb- 
ing of a logging site northwest of 
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RAN Deals 


■■ ifci 


To understand the agreement, one 
BY JOHN cowling needs to realize the dramatic power 

After five years of railing on the shift that was occurring among key 
world's largest corporate destroyer of players at the time the deal was finally 
forests, the Rainforest Action Network struck (after three years of heavy ne- 
(RAN) struck a deal with Mitsubishi gotiations). The three kingpins of the 
Motor Sales America (MMSA) and agreement — Tachi Kiuchi, acting presi- 
Mitsubishi Electric America (MEA) this dent of MEA, Dick Recchia, CEO of 
February, attempting to turn Mitsubishi MMSA and Randy Hayes, executive 
green. The agreement, although a long director of RAN — were all retiring, 
way from perfect, was only made with They wanted to close the deal before 
these two companies, and the boycott they left. It was unclear if RAN could 
continues against the 160 other com- wrest any other concessions from 
panies of the gigantic, interlocking MMSA and MEA than those 
Mitsubishi keiretsu (corporate family). already in the agreement 
News of the agreement sent shock by holding out longer. But 
waves of confusion, elation and frus- were these promises worth 
tration through the environmental settling over? 
movement. After the agreement was The entire agreement is 
signed, MEA ran an ad in the New York not legally binding; it is or 
Times with a picture of the Earth which faith accord. What's more, 
boldly announced, "Before, Rainforest of how MMSA and MEA v 
Action Network & Mitsubishi Electric ment the agreement are to 
America Were Barely On The Same For instance, the dollar ami 
Planet. Now, They're On The Same awarded to the Forest Comm 
Page." In fine print at the bottom of the port Program has not beei 


Bund^ 


get the picture . 

&*&•**** rwr effft V *** 'Vfcw iatR 

«* mbm Rfliiitfbrcst ActMjn Network. 


I An old RAN ad from the glory days of auto show shut downs and appliance store antics... 


with Mitsubishi 


The entire agreement is 
not legally binding; it is only a good 
faith accord. What's more, the details 
of how MMSA and MEA will imple- 
ment the agreement are too general. 
For instance, the dollar amount to be 
awarded to the Forest Community Sup- 
port Program has not been set. The 


“We're no fools. We know that this agreement is not 
worth its weight in the agricultural residue that it's 
printed on if MMSA and MEA do not come through 
on their obligations. " 


ad, it generally described the agree- 
ment in a lot of environmental rheto- 
ric. The RAN and MEA logos were 
printed side by side. There was no 
mention that the boycott continued 
on all the other Mitsubishi companies. 

The bottom line is that Mitsubishi 
Corporation continues to oversee log- 
ging, mining and cultural genocide. 
The Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi and its 
subsidiary Union Bank of California 
finance it, while Mitsubishi Heavy 
Industries supplies the weapons for 
the crimes. These three entities con- 
trol most of the otheT companies in 
the keiretsu which manufactures and 
invests in everything from nuclear 
energy to beer. All of the companies 
conduct business in a way that would 
violate most US anti-trust laws. They 
share the logo, rotate executives, have 
interlocking boards of directors, main- 
tain exclusive contracts with each 
other and aggressively finance one 
anothers projects. 

In the agreement with RAN, the 
three major programs that MMSA 
and MEA promised to implement are 
as follows: 

• Wood Products Procurement: 
transitioning to using no old-growth 
forest pulp or products and eventu- 
ally using non-wood-based paper 

• Forest Community Support Pro- 
gram (FCSP): establishing a small 
grants-type fund to support the pro- 
tection, conservation and restoration 
of forests and forest-dwelling com- 
munities 

• Ecological Accounting: develop- 
ing a system to identify ways to in- 
crease product sustainability and re- 
duce pollution, waste and energy use. 

In return for these promises, RAN 
agreed to exclude these two arms of the 
Mitsubishi keiretsu from the boycott. 


—RAN 


money is supposed to come from a fee 
tacked onto the price of only one line 
of MMSA's cars. This fee will approxi- 
mate the cost of mitigating the envi- 
ronmental and social impacts of that 
car over its lifetime. But MMSA says 
that it wants consumers to pay the 


mitigation cost through a voluntary 
fee imbedded in the price of its cars, 
which they will promote as benefiting 
forest communities. 

The most difficult obstacle for the 
campaign to overcome will be how to 
articulate the boycott itself, especially 
after publicity like the New York Times 
ad. At best, that ad certainly confused 
the people who actually knew some- 
thing about the campaign. At worst, it 
led a lot of people to believe that the 
boycott is over and the forests are 
saved. So, what is the campaign rally 
cry now, "Boycott Mitsubishi! But not 
Mitsubishi Motor Sales America and 
Mitsubishi Electric America!"? 

The campaign is now targeting 
Mitsubishi Corporation, Bank of To- 
kyo-Mitsubishi, Union Bank of Cali- 
fornia, Mitsubishi International and 
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries. This lim- 
its direct action to the big cities where 
these entities operate from. There are 
still consumer products to target, like 


Nikon cameras and Kirin Beer, but 
Mitsubishi's connection to these prod- 
ucts is obscure. Without prominent 
consumer products branded with 
Mitsubishi's logo, the campaign lacks 
a clear message. 

Only time will tell if the agree- 
ment, with all its ambiguities, will 
challenge other Mitsubishi compa- 
nies and extractive industries to cease 
tearing down forests and extermi- 
nating indigenous cultures. For now, 
it remains unclear whether or not 
MMSA and MEA will even fulfill the 
promises of the agreement. In the 
words of RAN's campaigners, "We're 
no fools. We know that this agree- 
ment is not worth its weight in the 
agricultural residue that it's printed 
on if MMSA and MEA do not come 
through on their obligations." Send 
your questions and concerns to RAN 
at 221 Pine Street, San Francisco, CA 
94109; (415) 398-4404; fax 398-2732. 
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heart of San Ignacio Lagoon. The 
plan calls for 116 square miles of 
■ evaporation ponds to be con- 

structed out of the surrounding 
terrain. Salt from the lagoon will 
be sold around the world for use 
in making PVC plastics, chemi- 
U cals, chlorine, gas and road salt. 
| ESSA's initial proposal was turned 
| down by Mexico's Ministry of the 
| Environment in 1995 because the 
R project met neither Mexico's own 
environmental laws nor the stan- 
dards established under the United 
A newborn gray whale in the San Igancio Lagoon Nations treaty 


North America's southernmost man- 
grove forests. There are no paved roads, 
no electricity, no plumbing, no TV, no 
human developments of any kind with 
the exception of a few small fishing 
and eco-tourism camps. For these rea- 
sons, San Ignacio was designated an 
United Nations World Heritage Site 
and Whale Sanctuary under a treaty 
ratified by 159 countries including 
Mexico and Japan. This imparts the 
same international protection to San 
Ignacio Lagoon as that upheld at the 
Grand Canyon, the Great Barrier Reef 
and the Egyptian pyramids. 

Every winter thousands of gray 
whales swim over 5,000 miles from 
the Bering Sea to the warm salty la- 
goon waters of San Ignacio. Within 
weeks, these sheltered lagoons are 
teeming with playful one-ton new- 
borns. Gray whale mothers have been 
visiting these lagoons since time im- 
memorial for two reasons: The warm 
lagoon waters help the infant whales 
retain precious heat, and the high 
salinity buoys up the newborns, al- 
lowing them to learn to swim more 
easily. San Ignacio is the only one of 
Baja's three lagoon nurseries that re- 
mains undisturbed. 

In 1988, the Mexican government 
designated the lagoon and surround- 
ing area part of Latin America's largest 
biosphere reserve, named El Viscaino. 

In 1994, the gray whale was offi- 
cially removed from the endangered 
species list. That same year, the Mexi- 
can Ministry of Trade and Japan's 
Mitsubishi Corporation (through a 
joint venture known as Exportar de Sal, 
S.A. or ESS A) proposed building the 
world's largest salt plant right in the 


In 1996, Mexico changed its envi- 
ronmental laws making it easier for a 
revised salt plant proposal to pass. In 
October 1997, Mitsubishi announced 
it had redesigned the salt plant to 
address environmental concerns and 
that a new Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) would be done by an 
international scientific panel, requir- 
ing an estimated 18 months to com- 
plete. The original 465-page Environ- 
mental Impacts Assessment devoted 
only 23 lines to the gray whale popu- 
lation. ESSA is using its existing salt 
plant in the El Viscaino Biosphere Re- 
serve as justification for building an- 
other plant within its boundaries. But 
when the existing plant was built, 
there was no biosphere reserve and no 
United Nations treaty. That plant has 
drastically altered the lagoon, which 
can be easily surmised by visiting it. 

By ESSA's own admission, the pro- 
posed salt plant would sacrifice over 
100,000 acres of land for the network 
of roads and buildings alone. Four- 
teen giant, loud diesel engines would 
pump over 6,000 gallons of water out 
of the lagoon every second to flood 
over 100 square miles of surrounding 
land. This would adversely alter the 
lagoon's temperature and salinity 
while flooding mangrove forests and 
the desert ecosystem. A mile-long pier 
would be built in a prime abalone and 
lobster fishery to accommodate the 
super-sized diesel tankers and cargo 
ships, greatly limiting the gray whales' 
movement in a prime mating area. At 
least six of these huge ships would 
come to the site each month, creating 
the risk of diesel fuel spills, bilge water 
contamination and collision with the 


Gray whales in San Igncaio Lagoon 

whales. Toxic by-products, along with 
the waste water from cleaning the salt, 
would be dumped directly back into 
the lagoon. Just the exhaust alone 
from the diesel pumps, heavy ma- 
chinery, and huge trucks and ships 
would have an impact on this fragile 
ecosystem. In short, this United Na- 
tions World Heritage Site and Whale 
Sanctuary would be forever altered, 
turning it into yet another ugly, pol- 
luting, industrial complex. 

We simply cannot allow this to hap- 
pen. The guidelines outlined by the 
United Nations treaty pertaining to 
commercial development within a 
United Nations World Heritage Site 
and Biosphere Reserve are straightfor- 
ward. First, the development must be 
a conservation activity; it must main- 
tain cultural values; it must come from 
or aid the local community; and it 
must protect the core of the World 
Heritage Site and Biosphere Reserve. 
The proposed salt plant fails to meet 
these criteria, which leaves only one 
course of action: Mexico and Japan 
should withdraw their proposal while 
honoring the United Nations treaty 
they signed. It's that simple. 

Here's what you can do: 

Tell Mitsubishi you will boycott its 
products unless it withdraws the pro- 
posal. Tell Mitsubishi and the Mexi- 
can government that we as world citi- 
zens will not permit the destruction of 
a World Heritage Site and Whale Sanc- 
tuary because of greed and shortsight- 
edness. Tell the Mexican government 
to preserve and protect San Ignacio 
Lagoon by honoring its commitment 
to forever keep this lagoon off-limits 
to commercial development and ex- 
ploitation, otherwise you will spend 
your travel dollars elsewhere. 

Send your letters or postcards to Mr. 
Motohiko Numaguchi, president, 
Mitsubishi International Corporation, 
520 Madison Ave., New York, NY 10022- 
4223; (212) 605-2000 and Mr. Hermino 
Blanco, SECOFI, c/o Embassy of Mexico, 
1911 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washing- 
ton, DC 20006; (213) 351-6820. 

Contact the Whaleman Foundation 
for more information at POB 1670, 
Lahaina, HI 96767; (808) 661-8859; 
whaleman@maui.net, http://www. 
whaleman.org. 
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SAN IGNACIO LAGOON 


by Jeff Pantukhoff, The 
Whaleman Foundation 


San Ignacio Lagoon is a 
breathtakingly beautiful 
place that has remained 
virtually untouched by 
modern society. The area 
hosts a variety of plants 
and wildlife, many of 
which are threatened or 
endangered, including the 
California gray whale, dol- 
phins, sea turtles, ospreys, 
peregrine falcons, Brandt 
geese, golden eagles, 
pronghorn antelope, coy- 
otes, mountain lions and 


Aboriginals Serve 
Notice on Fish Farm 

Aboriginals from across 
Vancouver Island formed a flotilla 
of war canoes May 21 and paddled 
to a salmon farm they say pollutes 
their homeland. 

Frank Planes, hereditary T-Sou-ke 
Nation chief, climbed out of a 
brightly painted, hand-carved ca- 
noe and stapled an eviction notice 
to the salmon farm's door as seven 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
(RCMP) watched. 

“I've wanted to do that for a long 
time," said Planes, who wore a tradi- 
tional cedar bark headdress. "It's done 
now. We're dedicated to getting this 
thing out of here." 

Salmon farming pollutes area wa- 
ters, and farmed salmon weaken the 
gene pool of wild stocks. Planes said 
Prime Pacific Seafarm's salmon farm 
is anchored on the island the T-Sou- 
ke people used for burial. 

The eviction notice ordered the 
Prime Pacific Seafarm to cease opera- 
tions and leave the Sooke Harbor 
basin, about 40 kilometers west of 
Victoria, British Columbia, The no- 
tice was written by the T-Sou-ke Na- 
tion as a symbol of the band's sover- 
eignty over the salmon farm. 

Five war canoes and several fish- 
ing boats carried about 75 people to 
the salmon farm. The aboriginals 
chanted and sang traditional songs 
during the 30 minutes they spent at 
the farm. 

Greenpeace spokeswoman 
Catherine Stewart said she expects 
similar protests against salmon farms 


along British Columbia s coast, A pro- 
vincfal government moratorium on 
salmon farm expansion has been in 
place for more than a year. There are 
about 100 farms in British Columbia. 


Pulp Plant Targeted by 
Earth First! and the NFN 

On May 4, 1998, Earth First 1 , the 
Native Forest Network and members 
of various other environmental 
groups gathered at the gates of Lin- 
coln Pulp & Paper (LP&P) to protest 
the company's dioxin discharges. 

LP&P discharges dioxin-contami- 
nated water into the Penobscot River, 
damaging the health of wildlife and 
the Penobscot Nation, as well as all 
other life downstream .The Penobscot 
River is part of the original hunting 
grounds of the Penobscot Indians. 
Due to the polluted quality of the 
river, the people of Maine have been 
-advised by the Maine figpartment of 
Environmental Protection to eat no 
more than two fish per year from the 
rivet. The largest source of dioxin in 
the water is the wastewater discharged 
from the pulp and paper industry's 
bleaching process. 

At approximately 4 a.m., protest- 
ers converged on the mill. A banner 
reading, "LP&P go chlorine free! Di- 
oxin kills" was hung from a water 
tower at the facility. During the shift 
change, some good dialogue took 
place with the plant workers. 

At one point 20-30 demonstra- 
tors blocked the entrance to the 
mill by sitting in the road. One 
worker refused to stop for the block- 
ade, instead revving her engine and 
driving through the blockade, hit- 
ting one of the protesters and knock- 
ing him over, and coming close to 
hitting another. 

LP&P has been fined for more than 
40 wastewater violations over the 
past seven years. 
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by Jesse J. AIMs 

Colorful lightning and far-off thun- 
der shatter the early morning dark- 
ness. The persistent rain blowing 
through the screened porch soaks me, 
a reminder of the belief that Anna Mae 
Aquash's voice is present in the rain- 
fall. I think to myself, "Expose that 
evil fucker Zigrossi and never let him 
rest in peace for what he's done and 
what he's doing." My mind charges, 
my body and soul ignite. I like to think 
the rain is whispering words of en- 
couragement and, at the same time, 
dousing the flames that threaten to 
burn out of control. March 20 was the 
international day of nonviolent civil 
disobedience in support of Leonard 
Peltier, which we observed in Knox- 
ville, Tennessee. (After 22 years be- 
hind bars, Peltier was recently denied 
parole. His next parole hearing doesn't 
come up until 2008.) 

Norman Zigrossi was second in com- 
mand of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation's (FBI) Counter Intelli- 
gence Program (COINTELPRO), co- 
created by Richard Held. Both are 
responsible for the violent deaths of 
at least 60 American Indian Move- 
ment (AIM) supporters during a 36- 
month death-squad campaign 
mounted by the agency in 1973 to 
"neutralize" AIM activists. 

One FBI document pertaining to 
the standoff released under the Free- 
dom of Information Act recommends 
that local police "put leaders under 
close scrutiny and arrest them on 
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every possible charge 
until they can no 
longer make bail." Ac- 
cording to a 1977 Roll- 
ing Stone article, 

Zigrossi saw the FBI as 
"a colonial police 
force" and was quoted 
as saying of the indig- 
enous people, "They're 
a conquered nation. 

And when you are con- 
quered, the people you 
are conquered by dic- 
tate your future. This 
is a basic philosophy 
of mine. If I'm part of a conquered 
nation, I've got to yield to authority." 

Zigrossi is now the chief administra- 
tive officer and executive vice presi- 
dent of business services for the Ten- 
nessee Valley Authority (TV A), a fed- 
eral agency born in the 1930s to man- 
age water resources in the Southeast 
that now invests in development 
schemes and energy generation. Those 
of you who were at the Round River 
Rendezvous in 1994 may remember 
Norman Zigrossi as the head of police 
and investigations when the Watts 
Bar nuke plant was shut down in Rhea 
County (appropriately, he had a ren- 
dezvous shitter named after him). 
Immediately after the '94 Watts Bar 
demo began, Norman ordered agents 
to a local rendezvous organizer's mo- 
tel room to ransack his belongings. 
Zigrossi did an extensive "special in- 
vestigation" into Katuah Earth First! 
(KEF!), digging up personal informa- 



tion such as sexual relationships and 
financial profiles. He also fabricated a 
hierarchical chart diagramming KEF! 
with generals (a title reserved exclu- 
sively for males) and second-in-com- 
mand types. To make matters worse, 
Zigrossi recently hired a 20-year FBI 
veteran to head up TVA's heavily 
armed, thousand-strong rogue police 
force. According to TVA's website, he 
thinks the move should make TVA's 
force "one of the most effective police 
agencies in the country." 

TVA is strengthening its police to 
protect its multi-billion dollar invest- 
ments in nuclear power and weapons. 
The Department of Energy (DOE) and 
TVA are proposing to transport nuclear 
materials for use in submarines, air- 
craft carriers and in other countries 
for the generation of energy. Accord- 
ing to a DOE Environmental Impact 
Statement, TVA plans to produce tril- 
lium, a radioactive isotope used to 
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make nuclear bombs, at three of its 
reactors: Watts Bar and Sequoyah in 
Tennessee and Bellefonte in Alabama. 

Given this ugly and sordid history, 
Zigrossi and TVA were natural targets 
for the Leonard Peltier day of civil 
disobedience. It's difficult to say ex- 
actly when the civil disobedience of 
our rally occurred. It was probably 
when Gil Francis, TVA's public rela- 
tions officer, tried to dictate where 
and how the people demanding free- 
dom for Leonard were going to as- 
semble and protest. 

During the day, we got our mes- 
sage across that Zigrossi is in fact a 
racist and fascist. There is no doubt 
he is withholding personal testimony 
that could free Leonard Peltier. Ac- 
cording to Peter Matthiessen's In the 
Spirit of Crazy Horse, he is personally 
responsible for giving the order that 
put a bullet in the forehead of AIM 
activist Joe Killsright. He also gave 

the order to cover up the 

4 real cause of the death of 

d pac Sr Anna Mae and to have 

her hands cut off at the 
wrists and sent to FBI 
~ — ^ headquarters (never to be 

(— ) returned to her family 

and friends for burial). In 

S c- an interview with Myrtle 

^ Poor Bear in Robert 

, -5?' y Redford's documentary, 

^ Incident at Oglala, Myrtle 

recounts that Zigrossi 
threatened to take her 
child if she did not give 
the false testimony that 

W -a 7 won t ^ ie extra dition of 

W(7p A Leonard Peltier from 

Canada, even though she 
junffjL h<id never met Lednard. 

He forced Myrtle to look 
at pictures of Anna Mae's 
M cut-off hands and said, 

“If you think that's bad, 
we'll put you through a 
g meat grinder." 

f There was great power 
/ with us at the rally against 

2^<§) racism here in Tennessee. 

-f. These annual rallies will 

«7 continue until Norman 

-op Zigrossi's crimes are fully 

exposed and justice is fi- 
?fcAT7J nally served. There will 

. A also be a demonstration 

B in f ront °f If 16 White 

House on June 27 de- 
manding amnesty for 
WmW Leonard Peltier. To con- 

tact KEF!, write the Ten- 
nessee Valley Faction, POB 
{Jw\m 281, Chattanooga, TN, 

37401; (423) 624-3939. 


j 
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DIRTY DIAPERS 


You all recall when the great war ended 
And the baby boom came to town 
If there was any trouble, just leave it to Beaver 
Beaver wouldn’t let you down 

There was one baby born that really goes “boom” 
And it hasn’t reached retirement yet 
The nuclear power industry 
The best and the brightest, you bet 

But, now, unlike your average baby 
This kid has some nasty shit 
Can’t just boil it or flush it down the toilet 
It’s gonna take a real special pit 

Mama! Change my dirty diapers! 

So you want safe energy? 

Tell that to the N.R.C. 

Where they license reactors 

like third-hand tractors 

And only the mistakes come free 

... - X. 1^0 t- 

We can’t just leave this stuff where it is 
The reactors are choking on their own crap 
And it’s no fun 

to put it somewhere already trashed 
We need to find a blank spot on the map 

Of course, we’ll set aside a glacier here and there 
’Cause you hippies all need a place to play 
But don’t fuck with the power moguls, chumps 
Cause we’re accustomed to getting our way 

Mama! Change my dirty diapers! 

So this is the home of the brave? 

Then can we take a little wilderness saved? 

God no; there’s bugs and bears and cooties 
out there 

Much safer to have it all paved 

The Dept, of Energy is pleased at this chance 
To clear up some common misconceptions 
And we’ll lay it on the line, 

’cause everything is fine 
Contrary to any misinformed deceptions 

These are not nuclear bombs we’re blowing up 

beneath the Earth 

They are “nuclear events;” 

and that’s a whole other story 
And this is not just a filthy nuke dump we’re 
putting here 

This is a high-level nuclear waste repository 

Mama! Change my dirty diapers! 

So this is the home of the brave? 

More like the home of the depraved 
We keep promising ourselves a better life 
And keep digging that nuclear grave 

So this is the land of the free? 

Tell that to the D.O.E. 

When we’re forced to pay for their shitty ideas 
That’s right, junior, you and me 

So you want Mama to change your diapers 
Sorry kid, it just won’t pass 
Your mother’s taken too much shit already 
You’ll have to learn how to wipe your own ass 



SUBURBAN DEATH 

(Scottsdale, Arizona, 1989) 


Suburban Death 
Eat it shit it out do it again. 

Food is not survival for you. 

It is entertainment. 

You mindlessly graze 
while your masters get fat. 

Penned up in a feedlot AMANITA 

that you don’t even see. MUSCARIA 

How could you? 

When endless oral fixations 
keep your head to the ground. 

A new car, A new house, A new everything. 
Just throw the old ones away. 

The creation dies while you graze. 
Intelligence-beauty beyond comprehension. 
You’ll throw this out too. 

Because you are diseased with a cultural 
disease that is a constant jones. 

Gimme, gimme, gimme. 

More, more, more. 

Winter homes are built here. 

While people starve over there. 

Like the bloated pigs we are 
we commandeer the lives of millions. 

To serve us our desserts; coffee, 
pineapples, oranges, bananas, tea. 

Suburban Death 

Eat it shit it out do it again. 

—Peter J. Galvin 
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COVE/MALLARD 

Yesterday these forests were crimson pink 
through the smoke of summer fires 
(as if the very air were bleeding here); 
today i stand soaking wet 
looking thru rain-smeared glasses 
sweaty from dancing with thunder; 

Drumming tumbles with guitar, banjo & oboe 
between Grand fir, bear grass 
& sweet purpling huckleberries. 

The tapping of the rain 

comforts me. Reminds me of earlier, 

down the hill where they’re cutting 

when i wrapped my arms halfway ’round 
a doomed grandmother pine at dawn 
— and, crying, i prayed for her deliverance. 

—Susan McCampbell Ring 
14 VIII 94 


NORTHERN 
» SPOTTED OWL 

Strix occidentalis caurina 

She sleeps all day, taunted by crows, mobbed 
by the tiniest sparrows, and holds to that 
branch, eight talons tucked beneath her. 

She tempers her power, tamps threat 

into sexual fire, screams in courtship, 
mates on the knife-edge, doesn’t build 
but steals nests from treetops, from the gaping 
stump’s heart. Her eggs are hard. 


Night unravels slights and ruses; 
woodrats rustle the leaf-litter — crush 
the skull undercut the belly 
swallow it whole! 

She is mind incarnate: cerebrum, 
cerebellum, medulla oblongata, dark 
eyes that see too far. She’s the fallen angel 
at the lip of the timberland; her breast 

is as dappled as bark. Hurled from the story, 
she scans the cold mechanics of the mountain, 
the river’s alluvium, the falls and its deception — 
the once and broken covenant of fir. 

— Barbara Helfgott Hyett 
from The Tracks We Leave, University of Illinois Press 

SECRETS FROM THE 
MOUNTAINS ABOVE NAGOYA 

Sitting in the mist 

between two boulders 

I cannot see the way 

in this bamboo wood, ^ p|& 

but the birds sing 1 

and there is the chirp / 

and bellow of frogs 

In layers of fern and limb 

a sudden stillness, « * 

the mist has cleared \ » 

walks to the edge of water, L 

drinks, and moves on i 

completely content, 

I take off my clothes 


— Matthew Haun 

PSILOCYBE 

SEMILANCEATA 



dance in the fern, 

SCIld pOBntS to » drink from the pool. 

Warrior Poets Society Myfootpri „, 

ASUC Box 361 and the deer track 

Berkeley CA 94720-4510 are one . 


Valeriana 

officinalis 


all rights reserved to the authors 


— Rayn Roberts 


Aimed With Visions 

Clear as cut glass & just as dangerous 
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Jim Flynn Returns to the 



Simon — to the 
left. I find the 
race-baiting ex- 
tremists from 
the left particu- 
larly sickening 
because they 
pontificate 
with great self 
assurance and 
hubris for the 


continued from page 3 

Dear Subfollicular Fecal Material, 

Contrary to a headline I saw 
in Beltane, Cove/Mallard will 
NOT rest this summer. I don't 
know whose idea that headline 
was, but it was a bad one. Head- 
lines like that might make some- 
one decide to go to Headwaters 
instead, and they would later 
regret having missed the Big 
Wild. So for anyone who only 
saw the headline and missed the 
actual article, I want to stress 
that there are still very bad things 
happening in the Greater 
Salmon-Selway Ecosystem and 
very good people getting to- 
gether to get in the way. 

Mackey Day and Otter Wing 
could easily be reached from base 
camp in a day. Very nasty timber 
harvesting is going on there, and 
they're within the same contigu- 
ous tract of unprotected wilder- 
ness as Cove/Mallard. Above the 
Mid-Fork Clearwater, helicopters 
are plucking giant bundles of logs 
off the mountain and into the 
sky. Not just roadless, that area, 
but soon treeless too. And yes, 
you heard right, Fish Bate in 
Northern Idaho, once canned, is 
resurrected for fire suppression 
instead of blister rust control. 

There will be actions, training, 
education, outreach, more ac- 
tions, and plenty of good times 
happening all summer long in 
the Wild Rockies. I hope every- 
one read past the headline and 
got to the important parts of that 
article, but you can't take that 
sort of thing for granted. 

Love and kisses, 

— Shameless 

Dear SFB: 

I am writing in answer to your 
card inviting me to share my views. 

Ten years ago I got excited about 
the arrival of the latest Journal. It 
was the only publication where 
among other hot environmental 
issues I found information and 
opinions about the most funda- 
mental threat to nature: Homo 
Sapiens! Overpopulation was 
viewed as a bad case of cancer, 
Miss Ann Thropy was writing 
outrageous opinions, Ed Abbey 
had just published his essay "Im- 
migration and Liberal Taboos," 
and Malthus was a household 
word. Great! There was a glim- 
mer of hope! 

Over the years EF! has become 
awfully quiet on these issues — 
not because overpopulation has 
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gotten any better. On 
the contrary! But now it is not 
PC to mention the driving force 
for population growth in the US: 
immigration! 

Talk about the numbers of im- 
migrants, fertility rates, and what 
it is doing to the environment, 
and you find yourself called a 
racist, xenophobe and an immi- 
grant basher. Just look at the 
recent EF! article on the Sierra 
Club initiative! 

Like most people who come to 
California from other states or 
countries, I am an immigrant, 
who came here from over- 
crowded Europe 17 years ago. 
Centuries of overpopulation had 
destroyed the last tracts of wil- 
derness. I was so overjoyed to 
find it here, but I'm also very 
painfully aware of how fast this 
country is following the destruc- 
tive course of Europe. 

My wife and I decided to lessen 
our environmental impact and 
forgo having children. Our per- 
sonal decision turned out to be 
meaningless: California has 
grown by one third (about 12 
million people) since my arrival 
in 1981. There are many admi- 
rable battles waged 
against urban sprawl, 
loss of biodiversity, de- 
struction of wilderness 
and ancient forests, but I 
increasingly have a sink- 
ing feeling in my stom- 
ach, and the slogan on the 
fridge, rings more true ev- 
ery day (clipped from an 
old EF! Journal): "No mat- 
ter what your cause, if it 
is not overpopulation, 
it is a lost one." 

It is projected that 
California will have 50 
million residents by 
2020. The environ- 
mental effects of high 
immigration and the high 
fertility levels of many immi- 
grants are amplified by a high- 
consumption life style that every 
resident joins as their economic 
condition improves. Immigration 
is at the highest level in history, with 
the largest number coming to our 
state. It scares me to think about 
the impact of such a human flood 
on this incredibly diverse, fragile, 
and beautiful bioregion. 

The support for continuing on 
the present course is impressive. 
It reaches from the political 
right — including the Pope and 
other religious leaders, 
Agribusiness, Silicon Valley, and 
no-limit economists like Juline 


environmen- 
tal move- 
ment from 
the social 
justice per- 
spective. It 
was seven years 
ago that I started to better under- 
stand what Thomas Malthus had 
intimated 200 years ago. Before 
he went to jail, Mark Davis gave 
me a copy of Overshoot by Will- 
iam R. Catton, which I found to 
be a real eye-opener. I consider it 
to be the most important book 
about carrying capacity and the 
cornucopian myth. 

The Social Contract is an infor- 
mative quarterly journal about 
issues concerning population. 
The summer issue will celebrate 
the 200th anniversary of 
Malthus's essay "On the Prin- 
ciple of Population." Their 
phone number for more infor- 
mation is: 616 347-1171. 

I think that Malthus's ideas are 
equally as important as the ac- 
tions of Ned Ludd at the begin- 
ning of the Industrial Revolution. 
He could not have foreseen the 
technological developments 
would delay the mass starva- 
tion he predicted for an explod- 
ing population exceeding its re- 
source supply. 

To me his most enduring mes- 
sage is that we are just as depen- 
dent on the carrying capacity of 
the biosphere as any other species 
with whom we share a com- 

mon destiny. 
But we have the 
ultimate free- 
dom — and re- 
sponsibility — of 
choice: as indi- 
viduals, to limit our 
numbers; and as a 
society, to decide 
how many 
people can be 
sustainably 
supported by 
a given biore- 
gion with- 
out destroy- 
ing its vi- 
ability. 

I hope that 
this letter an- 
swers some questions, 
and creates new ones. If you pub- 
lish it, 1 will be interested to read 
others' responses. 

— Claus Sievert 


Dear SFB: 

In your last issue, you printed 
an unsigned letter which con- 
tained misinformation regarding 
HR 2789, the National Forest Pro- 
tection and Restoration Act (aka 
the "Zero-Cut" or "McKinney/ 
Leach" bill). The anonymous au- 
thor incorrectly claimed that the 
bill contains loopholes which al- 
low various types of logging. The 




fact is that the bill completely and 
utterly ends the federal timber 
sales program in its entirety on all 
federal public lands nationwide 
forever. It doesn't matter what 
the agency calls it — forest health, 
restoration, salvage, recreation, 
whatever — no more timber sales. 
This provides more protection for 
national forests against logging 
than either the national parks or 
wilderness areas currently have 
(timber sales are not explicitly 
prohibited on national parks or 
wilderness areas). 

The author also incorrectly states 
(as does the editor's note below 
the letter) that there is a stronger 
bill in Congress — one that deals 
not only with logging, but also 
with mining and grazing. This is 
simply not true. The McKinney/ 
Leach bill is the boldest and most 
far-reaching national public 
lands protection legislation 
currently in existence, and 
is the strongest environ- 
mental legislation ever 
introduced in the his- 
tory of Congress. 

Sincerely, 

— Chad Hanson 
Executive 
Director, John 
Muir Project 

Dear Earth First! 

Journal, 

Please publish 
and accept my 
letter of disas- 
sociation. My 
view is that 
Earth First! came to an end at the 
1989 Round River Rendezvous 
in New Mexico. The following 
nine years did not see an ex- 
panded international radical 
Earth First! movement, as was 
hoped for. The Earth First! Jour- 
nal did not realize a significant 
increase in its subscription base. 
What actually happened, is that 
after the '89 RRR, most of/who 
was EF! left to do important 
bioregional work with other 
groups. Since we made the mis- 
take of not ending Earth First! 
right then and there, including 
the Earth First! Journal, a parade 
of pseudo leftists, retrohippies, 
Greens, and those more com- 
mitted to Gandhian nonviolent 
precepts than radical environ- 
mentalism, have latched onto 
the name, logos and newspaper. 

Having been involved with EF! 
since the beginning, I am not 
mistaking the current EF! milieu 
for what EF! legitimately was in 
the past. You need to fully realize 
that Earth First! is gone! I would 
like to see the Earth First ! Journal 
go out of business. The stupidity 
of the current clique's powerhold 
on it is a secondary reason. The 
primary reason is because it is 
necessary to retire Earth First! in 
all current manifestations, so that 
a needed global militant environ- 
mental movement may evolve 
and emerge. If you are serious 
about the well being of the 
Earth, and couldn't care less 
about "Earth First! first!", then 
you will see the truth herein 
and agree with me. 

— Craig Stehr 
P.S. If you publish this in the 
Earth First! Journal, my moun- 


tain of complaints with you is 
withdrawn. I also promise to 
NEVER contact you again. Please 
leave a telephone message for 
me when you have decided if 
you will publish this or not. 
Thank you. 

Dear SFB: 

It is time to get angry. It is 
time to disrupt the destructive 
oppressive powers that be. We 
all have our favorite campaigns. 
Next year we need to converge 
and disrupt. By flooding DC 
with Earth Firstiers we can form 
strong coalitions with animal 
rights groups, union groups, 
feminist groups, native groups, 
civil rights groups, gay rights 
groups and others who fight for 
the oppressed. PETA, Justice for 
Janitors, Act Up, Plowshares, 
Peace Action, NOW and 
NORML are only a few 
of the active groups in 
and near DC. NOW or- 
ganized a march in 1995 
that attracted 400,000 
people. That same year 
Justice for Janitors 
blockaded a 
bridge in DC. 
And NORML 
has held its an- 
nual Marijuana 
March and smoke-in on 
the fourth of July since the 
mid 70s. The march starts at 
Lafayette Peace Park di- 
rectly across from the 
White House. 

So if you are angry, 
determined and interested, this is 
the proposal. Hold the annual EF! 
ronde in the beautiful Virginia 
mountains. Descend on DC for a 
day or two of disruption. Then 
move on to New York City to 
deliver the second punch. 

Bring your energy to this year's 
annual in Oregon and cast your 
howl for Ronde 99 in DC. 

— Greg Mack 
POB 8968 
Moscow, ID 83843 

Hi! 

Any chemist in the EF! move- 
ment? I would like to know how 
to chemically treat paper so it 
will spontaneously burst into 
flame several days later. The idea 
is to write police departments, 
FBI offices, Forest Service of- 
ficesretc. Some innocuous-seem- 
ing letter that they will place in 
their files. Soon after, hopefully 
at night when nobody's around 
to notice, it sets the filing cabi- 
net on fire, destroying a lot of 
official records. 

What we need is something 
that the paper can be coated 
with or impregnated with that 
burns on contact with air. This 
must be covered with something 
that oxidizes away slowly. 
When the top coating is gone, 
the substance underneath will 
catch fire. Of course, both coat- 
ings must be transparent, or at 
least not make the paper look 
too unusual. 

If anyone knows enough chem- 
istry to suggest something that 
might work this way, please pub- 
lish it here. 

— Tsindar 




I Wheel 


To Earth First!, 

Those who seem to be running 
the Earth First! show — and it is a 
show — often base their nice, le- 
gal, good-for-media approach on 
a tactic of community-based or- 
ganizing" The dogma that rules 
out real opposition in favor of 
the old, non-creative, obviously 
inadequate ways to go often jus- 
tifies itself in terms of "commu- 
nity-based organizing." 

But never has "community" 
been more defined and con- 
trolled by wage-labor and 
consumerism, the technol- 
ogy that is their matrix, 
and the pigs that enforce 
it all. In other words-^- 
time to face it — 
there is no com- 
munity. Think 
about where that 
leaves us. 

The only other thing 
wrong with "community- 
based organizing" is the 
organizing part. An orga- 
nizer is either a liberal 
with no radical agenda, 
or a radical who orga- 
nizes without revealing 
the whole agenda. An £ 
organizer is either a re- 
former for whom the system is 
basically OK, or a manipulator 
who hides the scope of the goals 
he or she has in mind. These are 
the choices, which is why I 
stopped being an organizer. 

Along with a myriad of new, 
unrestrained tactics, the use of 
critique is also an option, in lieu 
of "community-based organiz- 
ing." It is depressing that EF! rules 
out the former, while remaining 
allergic to theory. Weak tactics 
flow from a weak to non-existent 
analysis that trumpets, absurdly, 
"No compromise in defense of 
Mother Earth." 

— -John Zerzan 

Dear friends: 

I'm writing to make readers 
aware of an incredible but little- 
publicized organization that ac- 
tivists should know about, the 
Rosenberg Fund for Children 
(RFC). 

The RFC's mission statement 
explains that the foundation 
"was established to provide for 
the. educational and emotjqnal 
needs of children whose par- 
ents have been harassed, in- 
jured, lost jobs, or died in the 
course of their progressive ac- 
tivities and who, therefore, 
are no longer able to fully 
provide for their children. 
Professionals and institutii 
will be awarded grants to p: 
vide the children with servio 
at no or reduced cost." 

The RFC was founded by 
Robert Meeropol, formerly 
Rosenberg, who knows first- 
hand the trauma of losing his 
parents (Ethel and Julius 
Rosenberg, executed in the 
1950s) for political reasons. 

The RFC recently granted 
$5,000 to a college trust fund for 
Judi Bari's children. The organi- 
zation gives money for counsel- 
ing, airfare to visit jailed parents, 
and educational opportunities in- 
cluding tutoring and politically 
alternative summer camp pro- 


grams. In the words of Robert 
Meeropol, "Attending a school 
or summer camp that celebrates 
economic and social justice could 
have a powerfully positive im- 
pact on a child whose parents 
were attacked for participating 
in such struggles [We] are mak- 
ing an investment in a new pro- 
gressive generation." 

According to RFC staff, many 
activists need encour- 
agement to apply for 
grants, assuming in- 
correctly that they 
are not eligible un- 
less the harassment 
they face results in 
severe injury or 
death. To ask for 
help, or to make 
a tax-deduct- 
ible dona- 
tion, con- 
tact the 
Rosenberg 
Fund for 
1145 Main 
Street, Suite 408, Spring- 
field, MA 0il03, (413) 
739-9020, www.rfc.org. 
For Gaia forever, 

— Beverly Cherner 

Dear EF! Journal, 

I am currently set deep in a 
canyon, away from any outside 
modern man influence in the 
pristine wilderness in Idaho. I 
was in the greenhouse reading 
the Feb/Marih issue and came 
across the article on the dam- 
ming of the Danube River in 
Hungary. This stirs up deep emo- 
tion in me. My family grew up 
on the Danube River, which was 
always quite giving and nurtur- 
ing to them, supplying them 
with ample food. Hungary is the 
Danube, and the Danube is much 
more to the Hungarians than a 
river. To my family, it was free- 
dom. I ask Bela Liptak to choose 
his words more accurately. ’fa” 
him to speak from first hand 
experience. I was appalled when 
1 read... "Hungarian public is 
passive, inexperienced and inse- 
cure when it comes to any form 
of free expression..." He later 
clarifies that statement with un- 
j - i in . • v 




thinkable civil disobedience 
which leads to arrest. Civil dis- 
obedience 40 years ago meant 
death . My family smuggled guns 
on the Danube and gave them to 
citizens to form a revolution. 
My grandfather was a "FREE- 
DOM FIGHTER, " my mother and 
uncle were instructed how to, 
and did, blow up army tanks. 


My family hid Jews in their 
basement, they witnessed 
rape and murders, and my 
mother has seen local young 
men hung in the streets. My 
grandparents were civil dis- 
obedience and they were 
chased down and left the coun- 
try by foot and walked to France . 

There is pride in Hungarian 
heritage, there is passion deeper 
than any of us tree climbing hip- 
pies would ever know for free- 
dom. We have no idea what true 
oppression is. When I speak to 
my family about communities 
and communal living, they want 
to slap me across the face. "Com- 
mune" meant starvation, rape 
and death. 

I think the Hungarians are 
fierce warriors and if we can just 
recall in them their own sense of 
freedom and let them know we 
are all in this great war for Earth 
Mother, they would fight to the 
death, as my family did. 

— Heather Annika Jankovic Slazak 

Professor Liptak responds: 

Dear Annika, 

I have the highest respect for Hun- 
gary and her heroic people. (I must 
be your grandfather's age, as I too 
was a "freedom fighter" in 1956.) 

There are two things you must 
understand: 

1 ) The Danube disaster has not 
been caused by Hungarians. The 
people behind this tragic project in- 
clude a hate filled nationalist fa- 
natic in Slovakia, named Vladimir 
Meciar, an Austrian business man 
named Androsh, an American Bank 
named J.P. Morgan and some cor- 
rupt former Communists in Hun- 
gary, (who thank God, have just lost 
their power in the election of May 
24). The good news is, that the new 
leader of Hungary, the 35 years old 
Viktor Orban has already an- 
nounced that he will fulfill the rul- 
ing of the Hague Court (return the 
wb e-Mto its natural riverbed) 
and vyill build no more dams. 

, zjrTlte other thing you must re- 
memMris,' that while the Hungarian 
Constitution (the Golden Bull ofl 222) 
is the world's second oldest constitu- 
tion (7 years younger than the Magna 
Charta), in the 20th Century the 
Hungarian people have seen more 
Hitlers and Stalins then democ- 
racy and it takes time to de- 
velop a free press and all 
the other institutions we 
a people to trust 
(use in governing 
•Ives. But don't 
ith the Oxford 
•d Viktor Orban 
helm, you will 
'ungarian renais- 
e and you will feel 
f prouder of your 
father's homeland in 
mg years, 
regards: 

— Bela Liptak 

editor Environmental Engineers' 
Handbook 

Hello, Earth First, 

I'm writing because Spain, our 
neighbor country is trying to 
built a nuclear cemetery near 
the river that separates the two 
countries. 

So we may need help about it. 

The nuclear cemetery is not a 




official 
opinion, 
but the eco- 
logical Spain 
groups says 
that it is 
tme. It may 
be just a ru- 
mor but 
in fact 
Spain has 

a lot of nuclear garbage and 
there's no place to put it. So 
the logical place to put it, 
without breaking the Euro- 
pean laws is to place it near 
the other country and Portugal 
is not rich so we can't do noth- 
ing against it. All do rich coun- 
tries would shut up our mouth. 

The best solution to stop this 
crime is all the ecological cam- 
paign against the nuclear garbage 
and to organize a campaign in that 
place monkey wrenching the work. 

These are the latest news about 
it. I'll be warm and all the news 
will go to you. But it may 
take some time. 

Well I guess that's all. 

Please send me your 
journal. 

Be Ahead, 

— Pedro Prata 
Est. do Caldeirao 
Chaos 6300 Guarda, 

Portugal 

Dear Earth First! 

I enjoyed read- 
ing your interview 
withJohnTrudell, 
but 1 got the im- 
pression that the in- 
terviewer did not get 
the point that Mr. 

Trudell was trying 
to make when re- 
ferring to our 
economy. 

The inter- 
viewer did not 
ask him to ex- 
plain it further 
even though no 
matter how many times the in- 
terviewer tried to change the 
subject Mr. Trudell always came 
back to what he felt was the 
main problem which is how we, 
Western Culture, does harm to 
the Mother Earth regardless if 
we are living peacefully, or vio- 
lently, in the privacy of our own 
homes or working and living 
outside them. This is because ev- 
erything we do in our Culture, 
Western Culture, is designed to 
not only conspire against Mother 
Nature, but to literally rape Her. 
Just sitting at home and peacefully 
watching television with our fami- 
lies destroys the Mother Earth 
and ourselves simply because of 
the way we extract energy from 
the Mother Earth. Driving our 
cars just doesn't pollute the air 


but we have to ask where the oil 
comes from to help run our cars. 

This is something which, I be- 
lieve, must be examined more 
closely. Because what good is 
it just to protest against Oil 
corporations contaminat- 
ing a Rainforest etc. etc. if 
when we go home and 
turn on our lights and 
heat etc. which only 
helps with the de- 
struction we are 
trying to stop. 
When I look 
at how far our 
culture has to 
go on a spiri- 
tual level I be- 
lieve it will be 
impossible to 
hang on to it, and the 
sooner we realize we must 
let go of it the better. 
Sincerely, 

— Jo Jo Rippa 

Dear EF, 

Sitting here digesting Bongo's 
powerful words and wishing him 
great success. However i Live on 
part Earth where sympathizers 
are hard to come by and we take 
what we can get. Here Earth First 
is a magazine most people have 
never seen, it is not an organiza- 
tion, and most elsewhere EF, the 
macho football team, is not go- 
ing to draw people to it 
that can't quite afford 
to die just yet or rot in 
jail where they can't 
do squat even on 
their best day. 

All this talk 
about violence or 
non-violence is 
just filling up pa- 
per with words 
for the most part. 
You do what you 
do whetiand why 
you do it. i'm too 
busy trying to save 
the Earth here as 
best i can to go to 
Bongo's sector to 
get my fair share of 
abuse, and who 
would hold down 
the fort in my ab- 
sence. Earth First! 
i don't think so. 
Anyway, 
enough of all 
this trying to 
divide people 
up who care. 

If you talk the 
talk, walk the walk but don't come 
down on people who don't talk 
the talk. Everyone who cares has 
a gift to contribute. Other then 
that, enough of all this boring 
drivel about Bravery and cow- 
ards. i was a hero once, and i was 
scared shitless and hope it never 
happens again! i have no com- 
pulsion to prove my manhood, 
and while youthful enthusiasm 
gets many jobs done, when shar- 
ing thoughts and feelings in this 
Journal, i'd personally like to see 
some of the contributors grow 
up a bit. All that you can ask 
anyone is to do the best they can. 
Otherwise we're headed for the 
EF Olympics. 

Sincerely, 

— Corry E. Mason 



June-July 1998 Earth First! Page 29 


sum ar tim 


Katuah EF! Regional Rendezvous 

August 13-17 


Justice for 
Judi Bari 


ALF 


Please join us in the beautiful Katuah bioregion for a regional rendezvous. 
Come to northern Georgia for fun, workshops, blockade training and knowl- 
edge aboutthe area. Come prepared to pluginto "fun activities." A field kitchen 
will be provided, but food donations or cold cash are very useful. Bring your 
sleeping bag, tent/tarp, rain gear, sunscreen, your own dish and utensils and all 
the other necessities. Contact John Johnson (423) 624-3939 or Nina (706) 355- 
9963 for directions and more information. 


Deep Ecology Tour 

with John Seed & Ruth Rosenhek 

The Council of All Beings is a series of re-Earthing rituals created by John Seed 
and Joanna Macy to help end the sense of alienation from the living Earth that 
most of us feel and to connect us with new sources of joy, commitment and 
inspiration that follow from union with our planet. 

Through sharing, meditation and ritual, we will explore the depths of our 
concern for our planet. Rediscovering our "deep ecology" — our 
interconnectedness with all beings — we find empowerment as agents of heal- 
ing change. We step aside from our solely human identification and let other 
life forms speak through us. We allow ourselves, through group visualizations, 
to re-experience our four-and-a-half-billion-year evolutionary journey. 

(COAB is Council of All Beings; JS is John Seed; and RR is Ruth Rosenhek.) 

• Aug. 24-28 Practicing Ecological Interdependence, Omega Institute, NY; RR 
& JS; (800) 944-1001; Marykace@aol.com 

• Aug. 29-30 COAB for Youth, Eagle-eye Institute, Peru, MA; JS, RR and 
Anthony Sanchez; (617) 776-1238; eeaglei@aol.com 

• Sept. 3-4, Cindy Thomashow, Environmental Ed., Antioch, NH 

• Sept. 5-7 Gender and Deep Ecology Earthlands, Petersham MA; Heart 
Phoenix, Jeffrey Weisberg, JS & RR; (508) 724-3428; elandspc@tiac.net 

• Sept. 11-13 Timeline of Light Shavano Institute, Boulder CO; John Fowler, 
JS & RR; (303) 440-4153; ecojed@aol.com 

• Sept. 18-20 COAB, Santa Fe, NM; JS; (505) 466-9118; fesaw@juno.com 

• Sept. 18-20 Despair & Empowerment, Mountainair, NM; RR; (505) 847- 
0637; Cely93712@aol.com 

• Sept. 25-26 Naropa Institute Environmental Leadership class; JS & RR; 
fketchin@lungta.naropa.edu 

• Oct. 2-4 Practicing Ecological Interdependence, Willits CA; RR & JS, (415) 
263-0676; art4earth@aol.com 

• Oct. 9-11 COAB, San Francisco CA; RR Sc JS; (415) 263-0676; 
art4earth@aol.com 

• Oct. 16-18 Practicing Ecological Interdependence, Esalen Institute, Big Sur 
CA; RR Sc JS; (408) 667-3000 

• Oct. 18-22 Visiting Teachers, Esalen Inst., BigSur, CA; RRScJS; (408) 667-0593 

• Oct. 23-25 COAB, Los Angeles, CA; RRScJS; (310) 456-8300; Abeath@aol.com 


Earth First! Traveling Art Show 

Now Available! 


The EF! Art Show is a small format installation featuring EF! T-shirt, Journal 
cover, historic memorabelia and poetry. It is suitable for small clubs, galleries, 
cafes or public spaces. The show is available for EF! groups and friends to aid in 
fundraising and Earth awareness in your area. The only cost is that of shipping 
(about $25). Shows need to be reserved a month in advance. Limit the duration 
of your showing to two weeks. 

Artists are invited to contribute copies of their artwork and poetry to expand 
the styles and themes presented over time. Please mount the artwork or poetry 
on a piece of stiff cardboard or recycled matte board. Label the piece with the 
title and name of the artist. Reduce images and poetry to 8.5" by 11" before 
matting, and typeset poetry in a large, easily readable font. None of the art is 
for sale, and the artwork submitted cannot be returned. For more information 
contact EF! Santa Cruz at POB 344, SantaCruz, CA 95061;cruzef@cruzio.com. 


On June 1 , 1 997 in Eugene, Oregon, 

1 1 PEOPLE CLIMBED LARGE TREES DOWN- 
TOWN TO HALT THEIR DESTRUCTION. The 

Eugene Police Department pepper- 

sprayed AND BRUTALIZED THE TREESITTERS. 
A FUND HAS BEEN SET UP TO HELP PAY FOR 
A CIVIL SUIT AGAINST THE CITY. SEND DONA- 
TIONS to the June 1 Legal Defense 
Fund, c/o Our Credit Union, POB 
11922, Eugene, OR 97440. 


the Depavers 

ECO-ROCK YOU, 

"Have a Global Warming Day” 
-title cut as heard on NPR. 
Featuring Jan and Spring 
Lundberg on vocals. Gettheir 
1 3-scng first album, 
oncassette for $1 2, from 
Alliance for a Paving Moratorium 
P.O. Box 4347, Areata, 
Humboldt, Calif. 9551 8 USA 


July 31, 1:30 pm 

Oakland Federal Bldg. 

Come pack the courtroom for the 
pretrial status conference on the FBI 
lawsuit! Legal discovery of FBI evi- 
dence will be discussed and we will be 
demanding a full trail. Call the Red- 
wood Summer Justice Project at (707) 
887-0262 to confirm the date and time. 


Luna Video 


The Stafford Giant Tree-Sit is the 
story of the longest tree-sit in US his- 
tory. The giant redwood tree known as 
"Luna," was discovered blue-marked 
for cutting by Earth First! during the 
Fall '97 Headwaters campaign. One 
extraordinary woman named Julia 
"Butterfly" has remained in the tree for 
over six months! Here's the inside view 
of one of the most inspiring acts of civil 
disobedience ever. 

For copies of this video send a $20 
donation to the Headwaters Action 
Video Collective at POB 2198, Redway, 
CA 95560; (707) 459-5490 ext. 582. 


Press Office Opens 

The Animal Liberation Front is 
proud to announce the opening of a 
North American press office in Min- 
nesota. Similar to the ALF Press Office 
in Britain, the NA-ALF Press Office 
exists to explain why the ALF carries 
out actions, how it does and how 
non-human animals are treated by 
our species. 

Any anonymous information re- 
ceived by the Press Office which de- 
tails ALF-style actions will be commu- 
nicated to the media. The Press Office 
will be available as part of the network 
of contacts for the media. It will be 
able to confirm actions that fall within 
ALF policy and explain the animal 
suffering that necessitates such actions. 

As a public face for the ALF, the Press 
Officer is available for interviews, 
phone-ins, news reports, etc... The 
group is 100% volunteer run and dona- 
tions are needed for a computer, office 
supplies and to cover phone bills. Any 
reporters or interested parties may con- 
tact Katie Fedor at the NA-ALF Press 
Office, P.O. Box 103, Osseo, MN 55369; 
612-690-1503; naalfpo@waste.org; 
www. envirolink.org/ALF. 


Free Leonard Peltier Rally 

June 27, Washington, D.C. 

Contact the Leonard Peltier Defense Committee: 

POB 583, Lawrence, KS 66044; (785) 842-5774; IpdcV'idir.net 


Active Resistance 1998 


Toronto, Canada Aug. 17-23 


AR '98 is a revolutionary left, anti-capitalist gathering uniting theory and 
practice. We will work to transform society and ourselves by confronting capital- 
ism, imperialism, colonization, patriarchy, racism, heterosexism, state-violence 
and all forms of domination and exploitation by being critical of systems, 
institutions and technologies and by using tactics of resistance and direct action. 

In order to help generate funds for putting on the conference, we ask those 
that are able to pre-register as soon as possible. Registration is $25 US/$35 
CAN, and includes workshops, food and housing. Payments can be made to 
Active Resistance at POB 123, 275 King St. E, Toronto, ON Canada M5A 1K2; 
(416) 635-2763; resist@tao.ca. 

( Announcing The First ^ 

| Grassroots Gathering 

I on Biodevastation: 


Genetic Engineering 


July 17 -19, 1998 
Fontbonne College 
St Louis, MO 


Sponsored by: 

Gateway Green AiJl anoe, 

Pure Food Campaign, The Edmonds Institute 

bunding from: Fund for Wild Nature 



SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

Use the form on page 34 


V. 



• Action reports & future actions • 
Prisoner support info • International 
resistance news • Writings from jail • 
A network for nonviolent direct action 

$ 15/year 

(US$20 Canada, US$25 overseas) 

ASK FOR A FREE SAMPLE ISSUE 




For More Info Call: 
314-727-8554 or 314-458-5026 


POB 43383, Tucson, AZ 85733 USA 
nukeresister@igc.org 
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Indigenous Environmental Network 
Protecting Mother Earth Conference 

August 2-5 


The Seventh Generation Fund is hosting a conference at Medicine Lake to 
draw attention to the threat of two geothermal power plants to the area. Known 
as the "Fourmile Hill Geothermal Project" on the Klamath and Modoc National 
Forests in northeastern California, two energy corporations, CalPine and 
CalEnergy, propose to build the power plants in a roadless area, 1.5 miles from 
Medicine Lake. The high-elevation wonderland has been used in sacred cer- 
emonies by the Pit River tribes for thousands of years and is home to pine 
martens, bald eagles, spotted owls, goshawks, ospreys and many nesting 
migratory birds. For more information and conference details contact the 
Seventh Generation Fund at POB 4569, Areata, CA 95518; (707)825-7640. 


Gaia 

Music Festival 
July 17-19 

Music for nature-based spirituality and 
environmental defense will be held in 
Layton ville, California. Cost is $20/day, 
$35/weekend, including camping and 
parking. This gathering will bring to- 
gether environmental troubadors and 
goddess/pagan bards with the inten- 
tion of bringing spirit to activism and 
activism to spirit. All proceeds will ben- 
efit the Headwaters forest campaign, 
Green Egg Magazine and other non-prof- 
its. Musicians, vendors and volunteers 
can send inquiries, demo tapes, etc. to 
Environmentally Sound Promotions, 
POB 2254, Redway, CA 95560; (707) 
923-4949; ensopro@asis.com. 


EF! Round River 
Rendezvous 

June 29-July 6 

Umpqua National Forest, OR 
Call: (541) 687-8064 


Do or Die 


The latest issue (164 pages!) hit the 
streets in March. This compilation of 
voices from activists within EF! comes 
highly recommended. "We almost 
killed ourselves and each other doing 
it, so we think it's quite good!" Send 
£2.50 (incl. shipping & handling), $6 
overseas to South Downs EF!, POB 
2971, Brighton BN2 2GY, England. 


The Caretaker Gazette is a unique 
newsletter containing job openings, 
advice & information for property 
caretakers,housesitters & landowners 
Published since 1983, each issue has 
80+ property caretaking job oppor- 
tunities, worldwide.Property caretak- 
ers enjoy rent-free living in desirable 
locations.Only$l 5/half yr, or$24/ yr. 

Source for 



The Caretaker Gazette, 1 845 Deane- 
EF, Pullman WA 99 163 .Credit card 



XWe of 1000 "Pandas 

C7nvi+es you lo come to .San Diego by 
JJuly 1/ T99fL to blockade tbe Zoo until 
ihe Pandas ace (cee. 6*1 9-994-31162 
/vlon-smokin^ veggie craskpad. 



Un-natural Menstruation !! 


Toxic Shock 
Dioxins 


Artificial Fragrances 
Millions of Tons of Garbage 


Just some of the "benefits" offered to Women by the trans-national 
makers of Disposable pads. There are health and planet Positive 
alternatives; Many Moons is proud to offer Women: 


Washable Pad 
with “wings" 


100 % Cotton Washable Menstrual Pads/Pan ty liners 
The 'Keeper* Natural Gum Rubber Menstrual Cup 
Non-chlorine bleached single use products 


Free brochure - Call Toll-Free 1-800-916-4444 (24hr/day) 


Many Moons 

Box 59, 15 - 1594 Fairfield Rd 

Victoria, BC, Canada, V8S 1 GO (we ship worldwide) 


Menstrual Cup 
C - -' 
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Food Not Bombs 
Western Regional 
Gathering 
San Francisco, CA 

July 10-12 

If you live anywhere west of the 
Rockies, this gathering is for you! Many 
of you remember the jfcrarnational 
Gathering of 1995 in San Francisco, 
when hundreds of FNB activists con- 
verged on the city for workshops, skills 
shares, fun, food and of course arrests, 
arrests and more arrests. Things have 
changed since then. The new mayor 
has kept his promise and not arrested 
FNIJ activist#* \Lb*" t I 

We plan to focus inward at this gath- 
ering, to concentrate on networking 
with each other, sharing experiences 
and skills, Teaming new skill? together, 
discussing thepolitics of FNB and build- 
ing and celebrating our movement. 
Contact us at POB 40485, San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94140; (650) 985-7087. 


THE LEONARD PELTIER 


FOOD 

DRIVE 

FOR 

CHIAPAS 


When Native American political pris- 
oner Leonard Peltier learned about the 
massacres and starvation in Chiapas he 
asked that we organize a food drive. It 
was suggested that we name the food 
drive after Leonard Peltier. We need 
money, rice, pinto beans and corn oil. 
Donations will be collected at the rally to 
free Leonard Peltier on Saturday, June 
27, 1998 outside the White House in 
Washington DC Caravan plans to cross 
the boarder on Mexico's "Independence 
Day" - September 16, 1998 


Food Not Bombs 
3145 Geary Blvd. #12 
San Francisc, CA 94118 U$A 

1 - 800 - 884-1136 


A/ tematives 

brings it all together... 

For 25 yrs Alternatives 
has brought together 
community activists, 
and researchers to 
discuss environmental 
issues with all their 
social, political and economic components. 

Subscribe today! 

Please send your name, address, with a cheque lo: 
Alternatives Journal, c/a Environmental Studies 
IJ. of Waterloo, Waterloo, ON, Can., N2L 3G1 
Call (519) 888-4545 lo order by credit card 
/ year foreign $34 (US) 



Attention: 


Biocentric anarchists, 

TROUBLE MAKERS, LUDDITES, 
PRIMITIVISTS, BIOCENTRIC PHI- 
LOSOPHERS AND DEVIANTS! 


There is a new biocentric anarchist 
quarterly coming out called FERAL 
dedicated to expanding biocentric 
theory and practice. This is for every- 
one who believes in wildness, freedom, 
wilderness and animal defense or any- 
one who is into independent thought, 
pushing the boundaries of creative dia- 
logue. The first issue will be released 
winter of 1998. We are presently ask- 
ing for submissions (deadline is Sep- 
tember 1), donations, contacts and help 
with distribution. Please contact us for 
a mission statement, submission re- 
quirements, merchandise list or dead- 
lines and themes for future issues. 

Send requests and donations to 
FERAL, 530 Divisadero, Suite 321, 
San Francisco, CA 94117; 
high water@hotmail. com . 



Rainforest Action Network (RAN) 
works to protect the Earth's rainforests 
and support the rights of their inhab- 
itants through education, grassroots 
organizing and nonviolent direct ac- 
tion. We offer year-round internships 
in the areas of organizational develop- 
ment, grassroots organizing, media, 
education and various positions within 
campaigns. Contact us for further in- 
formation at 221 Pine St., Suite 500, 
San Francisco, CA 94104; (415) 398- 
4404; helpran@ran.org 



CONCERNED^/ 

SINGLES ~ 
NEWSLETTER 

links compatible, 
socially conscious 
singles who care 
about the earth, 
the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nation wide •All ages • Since 1984 
Free Sample: Write Box 444-EF, 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242: 
call (413) 445-6309; 

or browse http://Www.concemedslngles.com 


Fantastic 
Phone Savings! 

from 


Affinity 


Long Distance 

Affinity Long Distance 
guarantees a rate reduction 
on your phone bill. Plus, 
Affinity will give 5% of your 
bill to the EF! Journal', 
a gift that keeps on giving. 
To sign up, contact Steve at 
Affinity, 2631 Regent St., 
Berkeley, CA 94704-33 14 
(510) 644-2778 
ORG# 6710500-000 • REP# 141-0142-85 
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Reviews For You to Choose 


^ViCcC to the Last 

BOOK REVIEW BY KRIS SlESS 

To a life of shame and failure, 

Of sorrow and despair. 

To a life undiversified by hope or joy. 

All desire gone, 

All hopes ground into dust. 

To a malevolent God, 

To jail, 

To fate. 

And to the Wild Rockies, 

Wild now, wild still, wild to the last. 

So goes the old Wild Rockies Earth First! drinking 
toast that serves both as frontispiece and title to 
Chuck Pezeshki's new book, Wild to the Last — 
Environmental Conflict in the Clearwater Country. 
Pezeshki, a professor at Washington State Univer- 
sity, carries an uncommon level of street credibility, 
or in this case skid-trail credibility, for a guy with a 
Ph.D. in mechanical engineering. As a founding 

member of the 
Clearwater Biodiversity 
Project, which has 
worked closely with the 
Cove/Mallard cam- 
paign, and a tireless 
defender of the 
Clearwater drainage of 
North Central Idaho, 
Chuck has certainly 
paid his dues. This 
shows in his erudite 
and passionate plea for 
what remains of his 
favorite places. 

The Clearwater 
drainage is at serious risk of being lost, another 
proverbial place "that no one knew." The 
Clearwater stretches from Selway/Bitteroot country 
in the south to the St. Joe in the north. Its heavily 
logged front country masks some of the best blocks 
of pristine habitat anywhere. This is an area where 
a very few wild salmon still make their epic 500- 
mile swim to the high country to spawn, a place 
where, despite humanity's best effort, the wolf and 
grizzly have not been fully extirpated. 

Pezeshki knows this place. He has run its rivers 
and tramped over its ridge tops. He has discov- 
ered his favorite places being destroyed. He brings 
an engineer's sharp eye for fact and figure to this 
work while demonstrating a heartfelt passion for 
the land. Pezeshki is logical yet lyrical, precise 
and poetic at the same time. 

The book conveys a sense of place through the 
printed word with uncommon clarity. In his 
words, "I call it the Heart of the World, and when 
I sit in the hot springs scattered across the face of 
the land, I can still feel the passion and the magic 
of creation welling up beneath me. The heart of 
the world is not cool." The book treats personali- 
ties on both sides with sensitivity and wit and 
winds up with a stinging, unsettling essay on the 
essentially totalitarian nature of the Forest Ser- 
vice/industry juggernaut. 

Chuck has, over the years, worked with anyone 
he thought could help save the Clearwater. He 
has certainly rubbed elbows with sellout enviros 
and politicians. But he has also brought fiery 
oratory and conviction to mud-soaked basecamps 
and otherwise tame demos. He would, literally, 
give the shoes off his feet to a starving EF! activist 
and has personally fed me a fair amount of veggie 
chili and beer. 

This work is at once an exhortation, eulogy, 
plea and prayer, the product of a determined, 
unflinching and studious blend of analysis and 
intuition. Check it out. To purchase the bood, 
contact Washington State University Press, POB 
5910, Pullman, WA, 99164-5410; (800) 354-7360; 
fax (509) 335-8568. 
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music review by Neal Truttrup 

Watch music; itis an important art form. Rulers should 
be careful about what songs they allow to be sung. 

— Plato 

Yeeha! Awoooooo! I'm damn happy to introduce 
Warrior Poet Society's A Night to Howl, a new 
collection of Earth First! poetry and music. This 
three-tape set thoroughly documents two amazing 
evenings of performance from the 1994 Los 
Angeles and 1996 Tucson Activist Conferences. 

The tapes contain over 80 songs and poems from 
30 artists. This release is a high-water mark in the 
growth of Earth-honoring culture. 

These tapes do what art is sup- 
posed to do. They mirror, warts and 
all, the diversity, passion and 
intelligence of the community that 
produced them. They explore the 
issues that have been at the heart of 
EF! activism in recent years. In 
some ways, they tell the story of 
our collective life more effectively 
than any EF! Journal article or 
rendezvous workshop. 

Since this collection reflects our 
diverse community and the dire 
situation we face, prepare to be both 
inspired and challenged. Several 
pieces go to the heart of the recent 
violence/nonviolence debate. 

Others deal with the gender issues hashed out in 
recent years. Here's a quick peek: 

The first tape opens with the witty words of 
Dennis Fritzinger, "something historically demand- 
ing, simply love and understanding, put away 
thoughts of pride and pelf, and simply love the 
Earth for itself," from his poem "Agenda." Adam 
Bregman's "The Greenpeace Store" is an exquisite 
slam of eco-shopping. Peter Bralver's "About 
Trickster and Two Stories," reveals a sinister govern- 
ment plot to induce a "single agonizing controlled 
delay, final and adjustable, catastrophic ecospasm." 
After the ecospasm, the talented and spirited Kids 
for Konservation will give you hope for the future as 
they cover Walkin' Jim Stoltz's "A Kid for the 
Wild." Dwight Worker's poem "Wild Assed" pro- 
vides the movement with material for future gender 
dynamics discussions. 

Side two starts with Mark Williams' "Mesa Roja," 
a brilliant piece that relates a "fictional" situation in 


Dragons on thg Road 

music review by Jim Page 

Timothy Hull is amazing. He is the master of 
what I would call "mythological realism." His 
songs mix the gritty fabrics of daily struggle with 
the magical visions of symbolic power, creating a 
landscape we can all move and act in. His new 
tape, Dragons On The Road, is a must-have 
for anyone concerned with our current state 
of unnatural affairs. There is brilliance, 
depth and the dark haunting tears of the 
ancestors. The guitar work is superb, with 
an enormous sound, sometimes delicate, 
sometimes driving, with rhythmic complex- 
ity. The vocals are strong and clear. You 
wonder how he can sing and play like that 
at the same time. These are the works of a 
true artist. 

The title track pits the dragon of the road 
blockaders against the St. George of the 
lumber companies. But Hull's mythology is 
not Christian so this time the dragon wins. 

"Nailed and Boarded" unravels the cruel 
illusion of private property, capitalism's most 
sacred cow. He sings of urban sprawl battlegrounds 
along "The Cooper Point Road," and of the revi- 
sions of history with Custer and the 7th Cavalry in 
"The Good White Road" — "there's plenty of excuses 
when someone has to die." 


which the FBI infiltrates an environmental group. 
Adam Bregman's "The Bears" is a hilarious tale of 
renegade bears wreaking havoc in human society. 
Leeona Klippstein's "Stabbing at the Sacred" is a 
beautiful examination of the conflict between 
modern technological society and ancient, femi- 
nine, Earth-centered cultures. 

The second tape opens with Peg Millet's beautiful 
"Medicine Wheel Song." Next, a biting song from 
Terry Stone challenges those who have "A Whole 
Wheat Look and a Wonderbread Mind." Dennis' 
poem "High Explosives" expresses his regret that 
the US Army didn't prepare him to be a militant 
environmentalist. Leslie Hemstreet sings of the 
power of women's cycles in "PMS Avenger," the 

power of shoplifting in "I Am 
An Anarchist," and the power 
of violence in "Fantasy." 
Mathew Haun takes on the 
topics of animal testing, 
phony environmentalism, 
nuclear waste and the men's 
movement. 

In the early 1980s, there 
were only a few courageous 
artists devoting themselves to 
this type of art. Since then, 
the number of artists and the 
quality and quantity of their 
work has increased dramati- 
cally. Their efforts are reviv- 
ing the ancient and desper- 
ately-needed tradition of culture that honors the 
Earth and her defenders. 

At the 1989 EF! Rendezvous, I first felt this 
culture's power give a voice to our love of the 
natural world and our rage over its destruction. It 
affected me deeply and helped me recognize the 
Earth as my home and its life as my family. It 
inspired me to devote my life to honoring and 
protecting the Earth. * ' - 

Earth- and activist-oriented art is needed more 
than ever. At a time when people are deeply alien- 
ated from nature, art can help people reestablish 
and maintain healthy bonds. For those paralyzed by 
grief or rage, this art is powerful medicine. These 
voices sing loud and clear in open defiance of the 
destroyers. "How can we keep from singing?" 

To order the three-tape set send $20 to Arizona 
Earth First!, POB 3412, Tucson, AZ, 8572? (for 
just the one tape of Los Angeles, send $10, two 
tapes of Tucson, send $15). 


There are also two songs about the joy we feel 
in communion with our friends: "Merry Hearts" 
and "Sing To Say" about an all-night jam in 
Eugene after an EF! gig. "The Black Horse," which 
I still can't get out of my head, is a beautiful 
searching journey through "the landscape of my 
mind." "Holy Air" asks all the right questions 
about religion and love. "Sacramento River Song" 
is a chilling look at a chemical spill that devas- 
tated these waters, spread- 
ing from the tiny life all 
the way to the eagle — "The 
national symbol sick on 
the poison that we made." 
This song is amazing — one 
can only cry and then get 
mad. And when you're 
sufficiently angry, "Tough 
Reckoning" gives you a 
place to put it. A great 
piece of righteous defiance, 
a perfect way to end a great 
recording. 

These songs and this 
singer need to be better 
known. We deserve this 

kind of quality. 

Dragons On The Road is not yet available on 
cassette from the Earth First! Journal but soon 
will be. To order his other album, "Brighness of 
Brightness," use the form on page 33. 
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A road dwelling dragon at Warner 



Earth First! Collectibles 


BOOKS 

• NEW* Road Raging 

Tips for Wrecking Roadbuilding 

By Road Alert! 

Advice on building and maintaining an effective direct 
action — experiences learned from British anti-roads 
campaigns. Diagrams, sample flyers and forms, 
contacts, resouces, appendicies, 220 pages — $12 

• NEW* Concrete 

Think Like a Mountain 

By Paul Chadwick 

A full-color illustrated novel about a group of EFIers 
who contact Concrete (a mountaineer/writer trapped in 
a concrete body) to help with an old-growth campaign. 

A 6-issue comic book series compiled into a book 
about EF! history and philosophy. 160 pages — $17 

Anarchist Farm 

By Jane Doe. Fiction, 192 pages — $10 

The Big Outside 
A Descriptive Inventory of the Big 
Wilderness Areas of the United States 

By Dave Foreman & Howie Wolke. Maps, list of 
areas by size and state, 490 pages — $17 

Desert Solitaire 

A Season in the Wilderness 

By Edward Abbey. Nonfiction, 295 pages — $6 

EF! Direct Action Manual 

The antidote to despair! Over 150 pages on block- 
ading tactics, techniques and devices to defend the 
Earth. Diagrams, forms, graphics, 154 pages — $8 

Earth First! Songbook 

71 songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info — $10 

ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood. Extensively 
revised, expanded third edition, 350 pages — $18 

Ecological Resistance Movements: 
The Global Emergence of Radical and 
Popular Environmentalism 

Edited by Bron Taylor. 422 pages — $20 

The End of Nature 

By Bill McKibben. 226 pages — $12 

Green Rage 

Radical Environmentalism and the 
Unmaking of Civilization 

By Christopher Manes. 291 pages — $15 

Grizzly Years 

In Search of the American Wilderness 

By Doug Peacock. Photos, 375 pages — $13 

The Monkeywrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey. Fiction, 387 pages — $7 

Refuge 

An Unnatural History of Family and Place 

By Terry Tempest Williams. 304 pages — $12 

A Sand County Almanac 

with Essays on Conservation from 
Round River 

By Aldo Leopold. Special ' edition, 295 pages — $10 

Think Like a Mountain 

Towards a Council of All Beings 

By John Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming, Arne 
Naess. Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. 128 pages — $10 

Waste of the West 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs. Encyclopedic overview of grazing. 
Contact list, statistics, over 1,000 photos, car- 
toons, graphics, charts, maps. Large paperback, 
602 pages— $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke. Ned Ludd Books, 240 pages — $15 


T-SHIRTS 


(All t-shirts are 100 % cotton and 
available in medium, large and extra 
large. For XXL add an additional $3.) 


Eagle 

Black on Unbleached— $12 


Earth First! Fist 

(not pictured) 

Green Fist on Unbleached— $12 
Black Fist on Kelly or Willow Green— $12 
Multi-color on Black or Forest Green — $15 
Green Fist w/ White lettering on Black — $12 



Earth First! Tools 

(not pictured) 

Black Tools on Unbleached— $12 
Black Tools on Blue or Tan 

small only $6! 

Stop Public Lands 
Ranching 

‘The Cow that Ate the West " 

Black on Cream (not pictured) 

large only $10! 


Send for a FREE copy of our merchandise 

CATALOG COMPLETE WITH EF! MUSIC 
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No Fucking Compromise 

White on Black — $12 


Visualize Direct Action 

Black and White on Unbleached— $12 

Arm & Wrench 

Multi-color on Yellow (not pictured) — $15 


More • NEW • EF! Paraphernalia 



• 100 % Hemp Wallets • 

Tan w/Black and Green Fist and Black Lettering ^ 
specify wording “Greed Kills” or “Earth First !” — only $10! 
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Fist Patch 

Quality 3-inch patches for 
your daypack, jacket or butt 
Earth First! Fist — $3 

Rubber Stamps 

Sturdy wood-block stamps 
made from unfinished scrap 
Earth First! Fist — $5 
Earth First! Tools — $5 


NEW • NEW • NEW 
100% Hemp Cap 

Tan w/Black and Green 
embroidered fist — $14 

Fist Caps 

(100% cotton, adjustable) 
Desert Camo — $12 
Brown Forest Camo — $12 


Silent Agitators 

Little 1.5-inch stickers good 
for your bike or bulldozer 
Earth First! Fist—30/$2 
Earth First! Tools — 30/$2 
No Deal, Assholes — 30/$2 

Window Stickers 

3-inch stickers for high visability 
EF! Fist—4/$l • Anti-Grazing— 8/$l 


MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 

send to: EF! Merchandise. 

POB 1415. Eugene. OR 97440 
Quantity Description 


Make checks payable to the EF! Journal. Allow 4 
to 6 weeks for delivery. Contact (541) 344-8004 
or e-mail us at earthfirst@igc.org if you haven't 
received your order after that. Thanks! 

color size price 
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Name 

Street 

City, State, Country . 
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Zip 


TOTAL 


$ 


foreign orders 
add 15% 
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Greetings from Live Wild Or Die #7, uwo l>'e»* ^2.^8 U^. Btrkh <A 1+70+ 

Wq are going to print this summer ! Xf you would, like to place orders for individual 
copies or buy our infamous t-shirts, either see us at the EF! Rendezvous or write to 
us. By mail, T-shirts are $13 postage paid, and copies of LWOD are $2-3 each, with $3 
for each additional copy; $5 for 3 copies; $10 for 10 copies; $20 for 25 copies. 
Larger bulk orders are available as well . 

LWOD #7 only inherited a partial mailing list which is two years old, so please let 
us know if you want to be on it. Also, if you have written to LWOD any tim e in the 
last few years and never heard back, write again. Wildly, LWOD #7 
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JUST DO IT. 






DON’T JUST THINK AND READ 
ABOUT SAVING THE ENVIRONMENT, 

DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT!! 


Each Ultra 7™ LaundryMaster™ System Used Keeps 600 Pounds of Chemical Toxins 
from Contaminating the Earth’s Groundwater. Save water and eliminate the need for 
laundry detergents FOREVERI 

Just drop the Ultra 7™ LaundryMaster™ System into the washing machine with your 
dirty clothes. The LaundryMaster™ forces the dirt from clothes using Liquid Magnetic 
Technology. It lasts approximately 2500 washes and is backed by a 7 year warranty. 

□ One LaundryMaster™ $89.96 +$3.00 Shipping & Handing 
J.M. Wilks, Distributor Q TV» LaundryMasters™ $169.96 +$6.00 Shipping & Handling 


P.O. Box 11297 
Prescott, AZ 86302 
(520) 778-7072 


Name: 

Address 

City: 

Card# 

Signature. 


.Apt or Suite: 

Zip Cede: 

_ Expiration Date. 
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HELP WANTED 

To PROHIBIT Clearcntti&g and Chemical Spraying of Oregon's Forests 

Oregonians for Labor Intensive Forest Economics (OLIFE) Is 
currently gathering signatures on a statewide initiative to BAN clearcutting 
and chemical spraying on Oregon's forests. Your help is needed to collect 
the 73,261 signatures required to place the measure on the November 1998 
Oregon ballot. We have until July 2, 1998 to turn in completed petitions for 
the November 1998 election. Oregon voters are needed for petitioning. 

To get petitions or information, call OLIFE at 541-683-1494 in Eugene 
or 503-294-0681 in Portland. Or you can write to us at 454 Willamette Street- 
-Room 211, Eugene, OR 97401. Get your business or organization to helpl 

DON'T DELAY* HELP STOP CLEARCUTTING TODAY! 


Earth ^p First! 

Direct Action 
Manual 





The Earth First! Direct Action Manual is the antidote for despair! Over 150 
pages of action-packcd information on nonviolent tactics, techniques and 
devices used by activists to defend the Earth from corporate scumbags and 
lawless governments. Check out what its got! 

DISCONTENTS 

Nonviolence* Local Deeonse*Socuwty*Scouting* Backwoods/ 
Backcountry Action*U-Locks*Coiiia Link Motorcycle Locks Chains 
and Heavy Duty Cables* 

- sS tfar V.A - - Lock Boxes and Bracelets* 

Barrels • Batmobiles • Sleepinc 

Pv* 1/vf— I Dracons*Rail Blockades* 

Tripods* Bipods* Mono Poles* 
if / yik \ i iVk»p 'Cantilevers *Tree Sits* Knots* 

' — A I Internets* Road Occurations/Free 
if.Lu;,-; I States* Heucopter Blockades *Ship 

7" - - -J’ I — Blockades*Cat and Mouse* Critical Mass 

i yt - — • — Bike Rides*Hunt Sabotage*Mass Actions* 

Yarning* Debris* Road Rip*Truckek Fuckeks*Hot 
Rocks*Gate Closures*Door Closures ‘Manure Dumps* Puke-Ins* 
Sawdust Deuveries*Contacts*Movement History* Campaicn Biocra- 
piues from the US, Australia, U.K. and Canada! 


Focrgize your cunpaiga with thu detailed 
and heavily illutntcd "cook book* of the 
*troegc*t blockading tactici laowR-tacticj 
activifts all over the world bate proven 
succcsful whep the law fails you- and it will! 


IP 


First Edition 


Uncompromising Nonviolent Resistance 
in Defense of Mother Earth! 


" Years from now our grandchildren will ask us what wc did to prevent the 
destruction of planet Earth. The Earth First! Direct Action Manual is your 
ticket out of a shameful reponse. The Manual deserves a place in your pack 
with Ecodefense and The Final Nail... It will hopefully beanne required 
reading for our growing movement. . . " 

— Rodney Coronado 


Available for $8 from the Earth First! 
Journal. Use the order form on page 33. 
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How about a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal? 


clip and send to 

Earth First! Journal, Subscriptions, POB M15, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

CD $500 Lifetime Subscription 

CD $25 Regular Rate CD $35 First Class M: 

CD $20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library CD $35 Brown Bag (I 

CD $35 (US$) Surface Mail, International CD $45 (US$) Air Mail. 

y*# 3 O $ DONATION O $45 Corporate or 

/ i Subscriber Name 


**’**-. 

smm 



Address 
City 


State 


CD $35 First Class Mail: US, Canada or Mexico 
CD $35 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) 

CD $45 (US$) Air Mail, International (no foreign checks, please) 
CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 

Credit Card # 

Expire Date: 

Zip Country 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 
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US Earth First! Directory 


ALASKA 
Michael A. Lewis 
POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 
Mike or Billie 
POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 
ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 


Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 
60655; friends@enteract.com 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 

IOWA 


Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
OEARTHFIRST@oberUn.edu 


POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
Bradshaw EF! 

220 Grove, Prescott, AZ 86301 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542; reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu 

CALIFORNIA 

Northcoast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-8911 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Chemey 

POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 923-DEMO 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Sierra EF! 

228 Commercial St., Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 
(916) 753-1678 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
(415) 339-7874; fax 332-4393 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 848-8724; bay.ef-list@iww.org 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92616-4960 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 569-5592 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
(909) 422-1637 
Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 


POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 
(760) 740-1174; sdef@envirolink.org 

COLORADO 

Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 

mjl@nilenet.com 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

aq328@freenet.uchsc.edu 

Art Good times 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152 
ah@amigo.net 

FLORIDA 
Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Clearwater FNB 


Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 52244 
jjquig@blue.uiowa.edu 

LOUISIANNA 

LAEF! 

POB 24081, New Orleans, LA 70184 
Joanie Johnson 

4015 Cappy Dr., Lake Charles, LA 70605 
(318) 474-1753 

MAINE 
Maine EF! 

RFD 1, POB 6000, Athens, ME 04912 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
noreastah@acadia.net 
MARYLAND 
Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 270-0857; http://wwwjgc.org/icc370 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Martha's Vineyard EF! 

RR 1, Box 381A 

Martha's Vineyard, MA 02568 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

MICHIGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 

POB 50814, Kalamazoo, Mi 49005 

(613) 383-9317 

MINNESOTA 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave So, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 5S4S8-0936 
(612) 362-3387; earthfirst@juno.com 
MISSOURI 
Ray O. McCaU 
Rt 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 
(573) 443-6832 
74747.2052@compuserve.com 
Chinquapin Resistance 
POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 772-6463 
MONTANA 


POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
Bison Action Group 
POB 7326, Bozeman, MT 59771 
(406) 586-9141 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 
(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 


Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

8 N. Court St # 309, Athens, OH 45701 
(614) 594-6400 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45255 

OREGON 

Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll., SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112 x7875 
Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; fax 235-9976 
OWF-Cascadia Ancient Forest 
Hotline (503) 283-6828 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave, Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln, Montrose, PA 18801 
Allegheny Defense Project 
POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 
(814) 226-4918; adp@envirolink.org 
TENNESSEE 
Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 

POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 

(423) 624-3939 

TEXAS 

EF! Austin 

POB 7292, Univ. Stn, Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 478-7666, entropy@eden.com 
South Texas Contact 
4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 

U T A H 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 

POB 804, Burlington, VT 05402 

Save the Corporations 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 
(540) 885-6983 
Massive Retaliation 
2129 General Booth Blvd #253 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5872 
Natl. Ntwrk. Against New Highways 
POB 5272, Roanoke, VA 24012 
PAW Southwest Virginia 
POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 
(540) 982-0492 
WASHINGTON 
Seattle EF! 


mojaveef@envirolink.org 
Baj# Ecotopia EFT 


Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 


POB 17838, Clearwater, FL 34622 
Alachua EF! . 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
Univ. of Georgia, Tate Student Center 
Athens, GA 30602 
Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 531, Athens, GA 30603 
(706) 355-9904 
HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440 Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 
aloha@hawaiian.net 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation Project 

POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 

(208) 345-8077; nrpp@lesbois.com 

Cove/Mallard Coalition 

POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 

(208) 882-9755; fax 883-0727 

cove @moscow.com 

ILLINOIS 

Earth First! Chicago 

c/o The Autonomous Zone 

1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 

Chicago, IL 60622; (773) 252-6019 

azone@wwa.com 


POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 
New Mexico Direct Action 
POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 
(505) 988-8128 

NEW YORK 

Wetlands Preserve (James Hansen) 

161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244; fax 925-8715 
Heather LaCapria 

37 Convent Ave., Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 948-6346 

Mohawk-Schoharie-Susquehannah EF! 

POB 880, Cobleskill, New York 12043 

Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

532 Portage Rd, 1st Fir., Niagara Falls, 
NY 14301-1936; (716) 282-7777 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(704) 285-9521 
Katuah Highlands EF! 

POB 223, Deep Gap, NC 28618 
(910) 973-7032; stemoody@wilkes.net 
OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119; (216) 383-9985 


POB 85541, Seattle, WA 98145 
ph/fax (206) 632-2954; Sea-ef@scn.org 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN! 

Midwest Headwaters Action 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St, Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 
The Old Man 

235 Travis, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 
(715) 423-5636 

North Forests EF! 

748 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh, WI 54901 

(920) 424-0265 

Bay Area North Guard 

POB 116, Washburn, WI 54891 

(715)373-2717 

Driftless EF! c/o WPA 

POB 2761, LaCrosse, WI 54602-2761 

(608) 782-6997 

Sand County EF! 

308 Nelson Hall, Stevens Point, WI 
54481; (608) 782-6997 
Chippewa Valley EF! 

POB 143, Menomonie, WI 54751-0790 



EF! PROJECTS 
6 CAMPAIGNS 


Bison Action Group 

4880 S. 19, Bozeman, MT 59718 

(406)586-9141 

Cascadia Fire Ecology 

Education Project 

POB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403 

Coas^atch^ 


End Corporate Dominance 
POB 7292, Austin, TX 78713 


r 
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International EF! Directory 

Check out the international GERMANY 


Earth First! web page at: 
http://www.hrc.wmin.ac.uk/ 
campaigns/ ef/earthfirst.html 
AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

Australian EF! Action Update 
POB 12046, Elizabeth St 
Brisbane 4002; ef_au@hotmail.com 
http:www.green.net.au/ozef_update/ 

CANADA 

Coast Mountains EF! 

1472 Commercial Drive, Box 128 

Vancouver, BC VSL 3X9 

(604) 708-9660 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
EF! Manitoba 15-222 Osborne St. 
South, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 
(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto POB 70, 1576 Queen 

St. West, Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 

EF! Ottawa Box 4612 Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

Autonomous Green Action 

POB 4721, Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 

di695@freenet.carleton.ca 

EF! Montreal, Diffusion Noire 

c/o Librairie Alternative 

2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 

Montreal, PQ H2X 2T3 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@czn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 
Abbey St., Ballinrobe, County Mayo 
Limerick Talamh Glas 
41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 

00 353 61 313308, atglas@tinet.ie 
ENG LAN D 

Over 35 EF! groups exist in England; 
for a list, contact: 

EF! Action Update, Dept. 29, 

1 Newton St, Manchester Ml 1HW 
(0161) 224 4846 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org 
Oxford EF! 

Box E, 111 Magdalen Rd., 

Oxford, OX4 IRQ, (01865) 791391 
South Downs EF!, Dead Trees EF! 
and Do or Die 

POB 2971, Brighton BN2 2GY 
savage@easynet.co.uk 

FRANCE 

Eco-Action/EF! France 
95 Rue de la Marine 
62224 Equihen-Plage 
(+33) 3 21 31 1862; fax 1953 
eco-action.ef.mala@wanadoo.fr 


EF! Germany (c/o Avalon) 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 Essen 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 

Bihar, Post Box 229 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea Unlimited 

10F, Garden Tower Bldg., 98-78 

Wooni-dong, Chongno-gu, Seoul 

110-350 

THE NETHERLANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 

ruigoord@hotmail.com 

PHILIPPINES 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum 

3rd Floor, Liberty Building 

Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 

(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 

Volunteers for Earth Defense 

189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 

1105 Quezon City 

POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 

ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3, 43-300 

Bielsko, Biala; ph/fax 048-33-183153 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
ph/fax +7 (0112) 43 72 86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 

SCOTLAND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB; 44 (0)41 
636 1924/339 8009; fax 44 (0)41 424 
3688; scotree@gn.apc.org 
SLOVAKIA 
Slobodna altemativa 
Staromestska 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 

SPAIN 

Manuel A Dem&ndes, Taller de E. A. 
A. CURUXA, J. B., XelmirerJ, Campus 
Universitario, 1570 S Santiago; (81) 
584321; fax 584533 

SWEDEN 
Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
Nadia Shevchenko, POB 322, Kiev 
252187; +7 (38044) 263-4954, 265- 
7628 nadia@gluk.apc.org 


PRISONER SUPPORT 


Direct Action Defense Fund 
POB 573 5 7, Tucson, AZ 85732- 


Rod Coronado 
03895-000, FCI Unit SW 
8901 S. Wilmot Rd. 

Tucson, AZ 85706 USA 
North American ALF 
Support Group 
Box 69597, 5845 Yonge. St. 
Willowdale, Ontario 
M2M4K3 Canada 
Robert Lawrence 
#61950-065, FPC Lompoc 
3705 W. Farm Rd. 


7357 USA; (520) 795-5171 
C ove/. Mit ll ard Activists 
Kristen Gustafson 
Marcus Baker 
Gordon Gatewood 
Greg Mack 
Latah County Jail 
POB 8068, Moscow, ID 83843 USA 
National Activist Network 
POB 19515, Sacramento, CA 
95819 USA; t.9 1 6) 452-7197 


Lompoc, CA 93436 USA 
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Trolls Grind Road to a Halt 


THE FIGHT TO SAVE ALASKA’S COPPER RIVER DELTA 



Machinery leaving its wake on one of the Carbon Mountain road's 200 stream crossings 


by Soren, Elijah and Gabe 

In the midnight sun of the 
summer Solstice, the sound 
of hammers striking rebar 
and the friendly voice of 
Busty the security guard rang 
out across the Copper River 
Delta. " What a pleasant sur- 
prise," Busty commented as 
we erected barricades over the 
newly constructed bridge. As 
the support team chatted 
with Busty over cups of cof- 
fee, six bridge trolls slid into 
place, locking themselves 
around the central support 
beams. Clear Creek, the first 
of more than 200 streams 
(many of them salmon bear- 
ing) to be crossed by the Carbon Mountain road, 
flowed along, undisturbed for the time being. 

The community of Cordova sits near Prince Wil- 
liams Sound and the Copper River, which flows a 
turbid brown from the glacial silt of the Chugach, 
Wrangell and Alaska ranges into the Pacific Ocean. 
Most year-round residents (the population almost 
doubles in the summer fishing season) still practice 
subsistence hunting and gathering. The land and 
sea provide for these people. Salmon are the corner- 
stone of the economy. Any local first-grader can tell 
you the difference between a "pink" and a "dog" 
salmon, and might relay information on the rela- 
tive health of the runs this year. 

An unbelievably wide array of wild critters, from 
grizzly bears to sea otters, participate in this ecosys- 
tem. Even Congress recognized the extraordinary 
nature of the Copper River Delta when it emphasized 
that "the conservation of fish and wildlife and their 


habitat shall be the primary purpose for the manage- 
ment of the Copper River. " This is the only district in 
the entire national forest system not designated as 
multi-use, giving protection and enhancement of 
fish and wildlife this statutory priority. 

Basecamp sits on spongy moss in a second-growth 
forest of Sitka spruce. This little grove is part of the 
largest intact wetland on the Pacific coastline, the 
700,000-acre delta of the Copper River. More than 100 
inches of rain each year, coupled with glacial runoff 
from the surrounding mountains, give this place a 
profoundly soggy character. Water takes many forms — 
frozen as ice, falling as rain, trickling through streams, 
standing in ponds and gushing down rivers. The 
Alaskan sun fuels an explosion of plant and animal 
life. Ravens, eagles and millions of migrating shore 
birds fill the atmosphere with their songs. 

continued on page 23 


Ecoierromsm 

on Capitol Hill 

by James A. Barnes and Craig Beneville 

One steamy day this spring in Washington, DC, a 
maladroit posse of America's foamiest anti-environ- 
mental tweakers lurched up Capitol Hill to appear 
before Representative Bill McCollum (R-FL), chair- 
man of the House Subcommittee on Crime. 

Chairman McCollum introduced the proceed- 
ings by explaining the nature of the "growing and 
extremely disturbing problem of violent acts by 
radical environmental organizations, or 
'ecoterrorism.'" And while he asserted that his 
purpose in convening the hearings was not "to 
unfairly malign any person or group, " he made it 
clear that "radical environmentalists [i.e., you and 
me] generate nothing but terror." 

The assembled witnesses stood up one by one 
and testified to the horrors they had witnessed, 
including shocking instances of sit-ins, sabotage, 
loud noises and uncivilized behavior. All the testi- 
monies are characterized by gross exaggeration 
and, where documentable, fail to adequately de- 
scribe actual events. The most extreme statement 
came from Bruce Vincent, a Montana wise-use 
activist, who claimed rape and death threats had 
been leveled against his children. Mostly, though, 
the statements were all very silly. 

First up to the plate was Julie Rogers, a staffer from 
Representative Frank Riggs' (R-CA) district office. 
Rogers' life has taken an exciting turn lately, as she 
was witness to the notorious pepper-swabbing of 
activists during last year's occupation of Riggs' 
Humboldt office. Tuned into their TV sets, Ameri- 
cans saw firsthand the brutal video of police torturers 
methodically daubing pepper spray into the eyes of 
screaming locked-down activists. 


continued on page 24 



Uprising at Australia’s 

Jabeluka Mine 


by John Hallam 


Though Australia isn't known for its passion, a 
passionate struggle is being waged there to protect 
a spectacular placed called the Kakadu. Energy 
Resources of Australia (ERA) is trying to open the 
Jabiluka uranium mine, the most heinous of the 20 
mines proposed by the Howard government. Al- 
ready, over 350 people have been arrested defend- 
ing the site in a campaign of resistance bold and 
righteous enough to inspire campaigners on any 
continent. America has the redwoods; England 
had Newbury; and Australia has Jabiluka, a cam- 
paign that will define the form of Australian activ- 
ism for years to come. 

Jabiluka is the second-largest undeveloped ura- 
nium deposit on the planet and is owned by ERA, 
which also operates the Ranger uranium deposit 
on a neighboring lease 20 kilometers to the south. 
The Ranger deposit was opened up after the ex- 
ceedingly controversial Ranger Environmental In- 
quiry in the 1970s. The Jabiluka deposit was also 
reviewed by that inquiry. 


In fact, the first development 
proposal and Environmental Im- 
pact Statement for Jabiluka was 
submitted in 1977 (and this au- 
thor commented on it.) The 
project went into deep freeze af- 
ter a Labour government was 
elected in 1983, and for many 
years it was simply assumed by 
everyone that Jabiluka didn't have 
a chance. It would, after all, be a uranium mine on 
aboriginal land in a national park. 

Indeed, Kakadu is a very special place. It quali- 
fies as a World Heritage National Park on five 
criteria (three natural heritage criteria and two 
cultural ones). All that is needed to get on the 
register is one. 

Kakadu's cultural heritage listing derives from the 
fact that its inhabitants have resided there since 
about 60,000 B.C. Their representatives, the Mirrar 
people, are alive now, vigorously opposing the mine. 


One of the many actions to slow the Earth movers at Kakadu 

Kakadu is a treasure-house of aboriginal sacred 
art that dates from 10 to 20,000 B.C. to the mid 
1970s. This is not only an incredibly ancient tradi- 
tion; it's a living tradition whose practitioners are 
still around. Art at Nourlangie Rock, for example, 
reads continuously from 20,000 BC to contempo- 
rary times. Nourlangie has been compared to the 
caves at Lascaux in France, except that it's as if the 
relatives of painters at Lascaux were around now. 


continued on page 14 
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Marketing for Misfits 


Why do you subscribe to the EF! Journal ? Probably for 
the same reason we work long hours below minimum 
wage. The same reason many activists give up the com- 
fort and stability of living in one place and pursuing the 
usual diversions of cities to hitchhike, sleep on couches, 
eat donated food, get harassed by cops and work long 
days for no pay. Why? Because we are driven to the brink 
of insanity everyday by this greedy industrial culture 
which makes war against the Earth, this amazing synthe- 
sis of plants, animals, elements and processes that offers 
us free room and board. It makes war against the spirit of 
wildness which flows through us all whispering the 
message of balance, of a natural order that cannot be 
dominated by culture. . 

This is why we all need to be tirelessly affecting cultural 
change, and a good way to do this is to promote biocentric 
anarchism and the EF! Journal. The revolutionary message 
of putting the Earth first needs to penetrate the minds of 
every person — an ever greater challenge as we compete 
with the watered-down messages of pale green magazines 
with their "green consumer" pages and car ads, not to 
mention the pervasive corporate greenwashing. We pub- 
lish the radical message of the grassroots, free from corpo- 
rate influence, and we need to scream louder than the rest 
so people will turn their heads and listen. But we need your 
help to do this! We can't afford, nor would we choose, to 
do a massive direct mail campaign. But we can surface 
from the mire of junk mail and speed-glam TV commer- 
cials with our passion, sincerity and some guerrilla market- 
ing schemes that we can implement together. 

We need to have our own media because we can't get 
much across to people with a ten-second sound byte. 
People need to hear the story from our perspective, in our 
words. The EF! Journal should not be the only radical 
ecological media by any means, but it has the momen- 
tum of 19 years of publishing. It is sold in bookstores 
across the country. Of course, the media coverage you get 
is what makes people most interested in reading the 
Journal. This is all the more reason to refer to us when 
talking to the press. 

There are many creative ways to promote EF! con- 
sciousness and the Journal without money. Write a letter 
to the editor of your local daily and weekly. Talk about 
whatever issues you are passionate about, and tell people 
they can learn more by subscribing to the Journal (men- 
tion our phone number and offer a free sample). If 
activists in your area have a public access TV show, get on 
there and do the same. Local listener-funded radio sta- 


tions usually do funding drives where they give away 
premiums from businesses. If you tell us how to contact 
them, we can offer free subscriptions. If you have a 
regional activist newsletter, get the publishers to put an ad 
in it for us. If the newsletter wants compensation, help us 
barter an ad exchange. When you know your local paper 
will be doing a feature on ecological issues or protests, tell 
us, we may advertise next to the story. 

If your local bookstores don't carry us, ask them to 
order the paper and say you'll buy it there (really you 
should continue to subscribe though). We can provide 
them with a list of our distributors if they won't order 
directly. Send us addresses of friends, family or people 
who are involved locally so we can send them free 
samples. When you are doing outreach in your commu- 
nity, have the Journal at your table and have a sign-up list 
for samples. Become a contact for your region if there is 
not one already. You can sell the Journal to fundraise for 
local activities and have your group listed in our contact 
directory. All we ask is that you pay the cost of mailing. 
You can sell subscriptions on commission if you're really 
ambitious. If you know any public spaces (like college 
campuses) where an ad poster can be put up, get in touch 
with us, and we'll send you one. If you frequent the 
Internet, put our Web address and something like "Sub- 
scribe to the EF! Journal" on your e-mail signature. Put a 
link on your Web page to ours, preferably using the little 
banner we made (it's on our page). 

Some of you may be adverse to the above tactics, but the 
reality is we need to penetrate the minds of millions of 
people. If we don't use every means possible, including 
common marketing schemes, than we aren't doing enough. 
Subverting the dominant paradigm is like dragging an 
enormous boulder hundreds of miles, a challenge for the 
long-haul. But the harder we pull on the collective psyche, 
the quicker the transformation. So, give us a call if you 
have any ideas or can help, renew your subscription for 
two years, think twice about what you can do to promote 
biocentric thought and the EF! Journal, and ponder the 
movement-promotion possibilities of the coming motion 
picture The Monkeywrench Gang. 

— -Jeff Hogg, Subs Dadaboy, Webweaver & Counter-Marketer 


Errata: An article in the June-Juiy issue about the Badger 
sale in eastern Oregon makes reference to clearcutting east 
of the Cascades. In actuality, little clearcutting happens in 
Easterfi Oregon (though the alternative logging methods 
are equally devastating). 




auna Q abala 

Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious art. 


Naked mole-rats (Heterocephalus glaber), living en- 
tirely underground in the deserts of Kenya, Ethiopia and 
Somalia, are the only vertebrate analogue of social 
insect societies. Like ants, bees, wasps and termites, 
these nearly hairless, wrinkled, three- to six-inch long 
rodents live in groups in which labor is divided between 
classes. The queen, larger than her pink underlings, is 
very aggressive and prevents other adult females from 
ovulating. She and several kings are the only reproduc- 
tive members of the colony. Similar to the sterile worker 
castes of insect societies, nonreproductive individuals 
split the other tasks. Smaller members dig tunnels with 
their prominent incisors, move nest materials, and 
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forage for bulbs and tubers. Larger members defend the 
colony from predators and assist with big excavations. 
Together, the 70-80 colony members build an elaborate 
tunnel system, called a nest, about two miles in length. 
Of constant temperature and humidity, it contains birth- 
ing chambers, tuber-harvesting tunnels, pantries, toilets 
and escape routes. The mole-rats virtually never ascend 
from their subterranean haven into the harsh environ- 
ment above. 

Several factors working in concert likely led to the 
evolution of this extreme form of social behavior. The 
importance of a nest in an arid environment and the 
difficulty of starting a new one (due to lack of food and 
water, high temperatures, predation and limited breeding 
success) probably encouraged delayed dispersal. It is more 
reproductively advantageous to help relatives reproduce 
until individuals are large enough to vie for spots as 
royalty. This sole example of a vertebrate falling on the far 
end of the continuum of sociality shows that the precise 
conditions for its evolution are rarely in place. 
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The Earth First! Journal is published by 
an editorial staff from within the Earth 
First! movement. Entire contents are copy- 
righted 1997. We allow reprinting if credit 
is given, except for those articles specifi- 
cally copyrighted by the author. Art, pho- 
tographs and poetry are copyrighted by 
the individual artists and permission for 
use must be received from them. 

Earth First! Journal is a forum for the no- 
compromise environmental movement. 
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Radical Ecolocy FROM THE Urban Jungle 


by Errol Schweizer 

Modern ecological catastrophes are the result of 
the economic, social and cultural system imposed 
by industrial capitalism. While many ecologists 
disagree on the roots of humankind's domination 
of nature and other humans, it is this form of 
capitalism that maintains the social relationships 
that lead to patriarchy, racism, speciesism, classism 
and wilderness destruction. Because of skin color, 
economic status, gender, ethnic group, etc., some 
people are in a more privileged position in society 
than others. By moving closer to the natural world 
and becoming environmental activists, many of us 
are trying to break down these hierarchies we have 
inherited. But as our society is torn further away 
from its natural roots, fewer people experience wil- 
derness; ecological awareness itself has become a 
privilege. If you have never seen the forest or the 
trees, how do you see the forest through the trees? 
How can a biocentric worldview, one that realizes 
and respects our connections to all living beings, 
even be considered when experiencing the wild has 
never been an option? 

Because biocentrism comes loaded with the cul- 
tural and economic biases of its adherents, the vi- 
sions of nature that many biocentrists talk about 
reflect this. "Environment" means groves of old- 
growth forest, rugged mountains and grizzly bears. 
However, it is also going to have to mean urban 
jungles, polluted, low-income housing tracts and 
sewage treatment plants, realities which are as far 
from nature as humankind gets. The survival of so 
much life on Earth is dependent on what is produced, 
consumed and excreted by people in the city; wouldn't 
it be better for the planet if more city dwellers could 
make a direct connection between their daily sur- 
vival and the survival of all other life? 

Many environmental activists are white, middle- 


having had access to computers, let alone choos- 
ing to reject them. Backpacking in the High Sier- 
ras? Your family goes to the beach twice a summer 
and swims in barely treated sewage. Health food 
stores? How about fast food and malt liquor on 
every corner instead? 

This separation does not justify maintaining a 
politics or lifestyle that some may consider "anti- 
environmental." But like the saying goes, "Walk a 
mile in these shoes." A friend of mine from our 
neighborhood in New York City once remarked, 
"What's this save-the-whales bullshit? I got racism to 
worry about." What he sees as crucial to his liveli- 


and educating them about wilderness defense is 
another step. When I was a counselor at a camp near 
the inner city, I would take the kids hiking in nearby 
woods. What started out as fear and reluctance soon 
turned into a growing enchantment and curiosity' 
with this new reality. And when they were told that 
every year greedy bastards cut down millions of acres 
of trees just like these, well, I think we gained a few 
more wilderness defenders. 

Many environmentalists are already organizing 
against roadbuilding, cars and air pollution in the 
cities, as well as uniting with anti-poverty and 
homesteading groups. The city is where the heart 


hood, a world free of racism and poverty, and 
what we see as crucial to ours, an ecologically 
* sustainable one, have to be bridged in order 
for us all to win. 


The solution 


of the machine beats, where the big decisions are 
made, where issues of old-growth preservation 
seem light years away. A few radicals sitting in 
some trees is. interesting, but it doesn't threaten 
the anti-ecological forces. But if the tree-dwellers 
get together with their urban counterparts and 
k start shaking the system at its core, more things 
may change. The cities are not going away, so 
we'll just have to reclaim' them. EF! will be- 
V come a real threat to the system when it hits 
the streets as well as the forests. 
yy The other part of the solution may be to 

L y reframe the issues without splitting them 

into "social" and "environmental." When 
f] a forest is clearcut, all the diverse commu- 
Xfo; nities of flora and fauna are wiped out. 

, Whole ecosystems become fragmented, 
P?|I®V leading to topsoil loss, flooding, land- 
slides and species displacement, only to 
be replaced by a monoculture (eucalyp- 
tus or white pines, cows, coffee or some 
ffl*' other cash-crop commodity). And the de- 
V struction has social roots: The responsible 

[» company got enormous roadbuilding subsi- 
* dies, bought the land for a fraction of what it 
will sell the wood for and probably had its hands 


class, well educated and suburban-dwelling, and did 
not grow up in a polluted, crowded- inner-city or an 
isolated, rural town. Access to higher education, 
money to buy outdoor gear, even the access and 
proximity to wilderness areas, are not available to all 
citizens in this society. 

Just imagine going to school with decrepit text- 
books, getting jumped by the local crackheads on 
the subway, or watching the cops beat your friends 
up for no reason other than their color. Just imagine 
your only concept of "the outdoors" being garbage 
strewn lots and the corner playground. 


to this division may 

be twofold. On the one hand, we need to create the 
spaces for marginalized voices to speak about their 
environments. That means giving more space 
within our journal and movement to activists like 
Save Ward Valley, MOVE, Mumia Abu-Jamal, the 
Indigenous Environmental Network, the Urban 
Habitat Program and other groups dealing with 
environmental racism. It may also mean hooking 
up with radical organizations working in urban 
areas, such the IWW, the Black Panthers, the Puerto 
Rico Collective, Reclaim the Streets and various 


in some bigwig's pocket on Capitol Hill. 

We can find a parallel example of this in inner cities. 
In order to disperse diverse communities, especially 
where pockets of resistance have formed, city planners 
enact a policy called "spacial deconcentration." By 
decreasing municipal services, such as fire prevention, 
health care, education and family services, the area 
becomes unlivable. Arson, violent crimes, AIDS and 
drugs spread, effectively depopulating the communi- 
ties. The burned out crack-houses and empty lots 
represent a city clearcut of its diversity. These areas are 
usually owned by developers who gentrify them to 



BLACKS BUT 


WE ALSO BEAT 

HOMOS, 

HOBOS & WHORES 


Imagine never 


community groups and seeing what we have in 
common with them. Bringing kids and activists 
from the inner city to basecamps 


attract white, suburban, middle-class money. 


continued on page 24 


movement. He got 
that part right. Hav- 
^ ing traveled far 
| from the sandbox 
| circles of EF! I've 
| found the general 
.= impression of EF! 
? lately is that of sym- 
§ pathy and support. 
? Especially since the 
? macing of activists. 
| The public is on our 
1 side. The next step 
is to inspire involve- 
ment, not alienate 


mm to Tiiii! Editors 


U 


Dear earth first!: 

1 loved "Cookin' with Gas" by 
Jebediah [Nedd Ludd last issue]! 
It was really informative, enter- 
taining, imaginative and fun! I'm 
going to get my crescent wrench 
and oil it immediately! Wow! 
What a mind. Why didn't I think 
of that. So simple, easy but ooooh 
so effective! Great Idea! 

— Dudley 

Dear SFB: 

A big hairy howl from jail to all 
responsible for the flood of sup- 


strategy. I recognize that we do 
not hear of all covert action, but 
I still feel that the energy has 
dissipated when we need it to 
rise the most. We need to learn to 
sacrifice more for the Earth. Much 
can be learned from the radical 
Animal Rights movement. The 
plowshares people as well have 
much to teach us about sacrifice. 
We must recognize what is tmly 
at stake and realize the imme- 
diacy with which we must face 
the destructors. We need to fight 
to bankrupt the military indus- 


with the tools of the port. Jim Flynn's editorial struck trial machine. Now is the time to 


Dear ever evolving EF! journal, 
Yaaak! Another nonviolence 
debate! TV smashings leave too 
many folks in shoot-'em-up with- 
drawal? Yes, certain well played 
out C.D. methods are getting pa- 
thetically stale. But the fault is not 
nonviolence per se, simply a lack 
of applied imagination within the 
accepted framework of nonvio- 
lence. As "radical environmental- 
ists" it's easy to become attracted 
to extremes. Even if they are tacti- 
cally lame. That is, however, no 


justification to embrace the other 
polarity of violence. You want an 
armed conflict over the fate of the 
next threatened watershed? Ya- 
hoo! Let the shit fly! I know a bar 
full of drunken rednecks who 
would love to let loose. I know an 
FBI that is wet over the idea of 
turning a RRR into the next Waco. 
Rod's article page 3 Dec-Jan EF! 
journal begins by stating that the 
powers that be will only be threat- 
ened when a critical mass of every- 
day people are involved in the 


Radical Right like clinic bombings, 
anthrax, violence mongering talk 
shows, "wise-users" and ForestSer- 
vice office arsons. The Radical Left 
Enviro/Anarchist Movement has 
always been too diverse to fit neatly 
under the EF! label, which has 
always carried a nonviolence agree- 
ment. If anyone is seeking a more 
violent approach, start your own 
damn group and don't sully the 
work of hardworking activists un- 
der the EF! banner. 

— Slugthang 


home inside me. It seems we are 
stuck in the mediocrity of what 
each campaign tells us we should 
and should not do. We have lost 
our teeth, our anger. The natural 
world is being torn apart before 
our very eyes as we agree to con- 
form to overt nonviolent guide- 
lines. We seem unwilling or 
unable to recognize that we are 
involved in a war and we are 
overwhelmingly outgunned. We 
cannot even hold a hope of win- 
ning with a one dimensional 


rise up in anger. The machine is 
helping us through its own over 
consumption and idiocy. On 
January 1st, 2000 many impor- 
tant computer systems will crash 
due to an idiotic miscalculation 
by its designers. It is imperative 
that from now until the final 
crash, that we do all that is in our 
power to speed this crash along. 
It will need to crash several times 
before finality. On a final note, 

continued on page 26 


August-September 1998 Earth First! Page 3 





Malaysian Company Buys Up Russian Forest for Pennies per Acres 


by Dave Martin 

In 1993, local and international pressure kept 
Weyerhauser from logging in the pristine forests of 
the Russian Far East. But a new Russian Forestry 
Code has made it easier for foreign companies to 
gain access to these forests. The Malaysian com- 
pany Rimbunan Hijau is now hoping to do what 
Weyerhauser could not. 

In December 1997, the administration of the 
Khabarovsk region in the Russian Far East awarded 
the first long-term timber tender under the Russian 
Forest Code. This decision both threatens a huge 
area of Russian wilderness and sets 
a dangerous precedent for all future 
tenders. The Samarga River water- 
shed of the northern Primorskii re- 
gion may likely become the first 
test of this precedent. 

The December decision gave 
Rimbunan Hijau (RH) a 48-year lease 
to 760,000 acres of forest land, in- 
cluding over 550,000 acres of old- 
growth forest in the Sukpai 
watershed. This area is located in the 
southern Khabarovsk region, in the 
northern part of the Sikhote-Alin 
mountain range. The anticipated an- 
nual harvest from this tender is 223 
million board feet. RH is required to make a one-time 
payment of US $450,000 to the Khabarovsk admin- 
istration for the tender, which amounts to approxi- 
mately 1.25 cents per acre per year. The deal also 
includes money for the Khabarovsk Forest Service's 
regeneration program, and the purchase of 11 ve- 
hicles for three local communities. 

During the meeting of the tender commission, 
members did not pose a single question about 
Rimbunan's history or enforcement of environ- 
mental regulations. Unfortunately, RH has a long 
history of poor management, destructive logging 
practices and shady business dealings. It is esti- 
mated that RH controls 60 percent of the timber 
industry in Papua New Guinea, an area that has 
seen massive destruction of its primary forests at the 
hands of logging companies. RH has been accused 
of illegal harvest, underpaying landowners, corrup- 
tion, environmental violations, tax evasion and 
breaking agreements to build local roads and schools. 

The Sukpai tender is located along the route of a 
long-proposed logging road from the village of 
Sukpai to the port of Nelma. Nelma is located in a 


remote watershed of Primorskii region, just south 
of the Botchi Nature Reserve, an area of pristine 
forests protected from logging by Weyerhauser in 
1993. Rimbunan representatives say that develop- 
ment of the Sukpai forests will not be economically 
viable without this road. Construction of this road 
has been opposed by local and international envi- 
ronmental groups because it would open huge 
areas of ancient forests to logging and other extrac- 
tive development. 

Rimbunan's plans did not start with Sukpai. It is 
already harvesting approximately 212 million board 
feet per year in Khabarovsk. During the tender 


commission meeting, representatives of RH asked 
commission members to "reserve" nearby forests 
for potential leases because they believe the value of 
timber leased in the Sukpai was overestimated! RH 
representatives also refused to answer questions 
about their interest in leasing forests in the neigh- 
boring Samarga watershed. 

Rimbunan's interest in logging the Samarga wa- 
tershed is well known. It is situated in the heart of 


the Sikhote-Alin mountain range and is home to a 
wide variety of endangered plant and animal spe- 
cies, including the hooded crane and Amur (Sibe- 
rian) tiger. It also supports the traditional hunting 
and fishing activities of indigenous cultures, in- 
cluding the Udege people. Though the area has 
been proposed for protection, no official action 
has been taken. 

It is only natural that Rimbunan is interested in 
the Nelma road. This would give RH access to an 
additional two million acres of forest. RH has stated 
that it hopes to harvest at least 424 million board 
feet annually in the Samarga watershed alone. 

The threat of increased logging is obviously not 
limited to Sukpai and Samarga. Sukpai was only the 
first tender completed under the new Russian Forest 
Code. The outlook for future tenders is ominous 
given the precedent set by the Sukpai tender pro- 
cess. There were no representatives of indigenous 
groups or non governmental organizations (NGOs) 
represented on the tender commission. No mention 
was made of developing non- 
timber forest products or other 
alternatives to industrial log- 
ging. There was also no men- 
tion of requiring the logging 
to be certified according to 
Forest Stewardship Council or 
similar standards. Emphasis 
was placed on short-term eco- 
nomic gain at the expense of 
long-term, sustainable devel- 
opment. 

Thus far, Primorskii authori- 
ties have not started the ten- 
der process for the Samarga. 
Local NGOs are working to 
educate officials and the pub- 
lic about the threat of indus- 
trial logging by companies 
like Rimbunan Hijau. Most 
importantly, NGOs are work- 
ing to encourage sustainable 
alternatives to logging in the Samarga watershed. 
Let us hope that authorities learn from the mis- 
takes made in Khabarovsk's Sukpai tender and 
instead make sound decisions to secure a sustain- 
able future for the Russian Far East. 

For more information contact the Siberian Forest 
Protection Project, Pacific Environment and Re- 
sources Center, 1055 Ft. Cronkhite, Sausalito, CA 
94965; (415) 332-8200. 





Wolves & P 



A blood-soaked, bullet-riddled poodle to the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) for letting a wolf killer walk free. A camper in the Gila Headwaters 
Ecosystem shot and killed an endangered Mexican gray wolf because it attacked 
his dog. The USFWS allowed the camper to claim self-defense because the wolf 
allegedly came within 50 feet of his wife, thereby avoiding the controversy of 
an Endangered Species Act violation. No healthy wolf has ever attacked a 
human in North America. 

A big, fat, lying and whiny poodle to Patrick Moore, the former Greenpeace 
president who is suing several grassroots environmental groups for libel. Accord- 
ing to Moore, a website calling him a big, fat liar "contains 
false information and defames him." Moore, now direc- 
tor of the timber-industry affiliated BC Forest Alliance, is 
seeking damages from the Forest Action Network, Rain- 
forest Action Network, Ruckus Society and several 
. . , other groups that have posted and circulated these 
statements. FAN has since retracted the part of the 
statement calling Moore fat. 

A poodle wasting away from radiation sick- 
ness to Nestle for marketing a candy bar called 
"Nuclear Chocolate," complete with a "choco- 
late chain reaction" logo. Inspired by the film 
Armageddon, where heroic oil drillers use nukes 
to save the earth from a comet, the candy bar 
uses "nuclear in a fun, cool manner to communicate 
the product's energy," according to one Nestle bigwig. 
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A light-hearted wolf that just received an enema goes to an elephant in 
Germany that shit on a zookeeper, suffocating him. Because the elephant had 
been constipated for days, her zookeeper gave her 22 doses of laxative as well 
as a bushel of berries, figs and prunes. As the zookeeper was giving her an olive 
oil enema, the plentiful pachyderm unloaded 200 pounds of poop, knocking 
him to the ground and suffocating him in the muck. 

A wolf raising the flag of worker's solidarity to the employees of an Italian 
company who refused to build a telescope destined for Mount Graham in 
southern Arizona. In a strong show of solidarity with the San Carlos Apache, 
who consider the mountain sacred, workers at two 
companies have refused to work on parts for the 
planned telescope. The workers have the full 
support of their union. 

A spirited, death-defying wolf to the har- 
pooned Minke whale that rammed the boat hunt- 
ing it. After being shot by a Norwegian whaler 
north of the Arctic Circle, the feisty whale at- 
tacked the ship, breaking its mast and tossing 
two crewmen into the icy waters. Here's to 
animal self-liberation! 

A Keystone Kops Wolf Award for Out- 
standing Police Performance goes to two 
undercover officers whose red-hot car exhaust 
burned down a hay filled barn. Hot on the trail of 
eco-warriors who had decontaminated genetically 
engineered crops in the UK, the cops set up a secret 
camera on the roof of the barn. Their plan was shot 
down in flames when the hay caught fire, incinerating the barn, the camera 
and the car. 






by Jim Snail 

It's not everyday that the national press phones 
up the next king of England to ask whether he 
supports direct action, but then it's not everyday 
that Earth Firstlers find themselves so publicly on 
the same side as royalty. Only days after seven fields 
of genetically engineered (GE) oil seed rape were 
decontaminated in one night across England, Prince 
Charles published a damning attack on the genetic 
engineering of crops in the UK's most right-wing 
paper. The press loved it. His article surfaced just as 
biotech giant Monsanto launched a 
$ 1.6-million charm offensive in the 
weekend papers to win over angry 
European consumers. The next day it 
emerged that an anonymous group 
known as "the Lincolnshire loppers" 
had pulled up a demonstration plot 
on the eve of the country's biggest 
serials show. Did the loppers, those 
latterday luddites, have the royal seal 
of approval, asked the papers. Specu- 
lation and denials from Kensington 
Palace ensued. In the month since 
then, things have really just become 
more frantic. 

Maybe it's the late summer weather or 
the poorshowingin the World Cup, but 
all of a sudden, the UK direct action 
scene has been seized with a fit of gar- 
dening, that most English of pastimes. 

Unlike our US cousins who are posi- 
tively swamped with mutant com, soy 
and rape but are leaving it alone, the 
English activists' favourite summer game 
has become "hunt the gene fields." 

There are currently 300 sites li- 
censed for the deliberate release of 
genetically engineered plants in the 
UK. They range from small plots of 
strawberries the size of a city yard to many acres of 
genetically suspect rape. Currently, 13 companies 
are preparing over 100 test sites for colonization. 
So far around 25 have been set upon with broom- 
sticks, sickles and weeding gloves. 

Over 77 percent of the UK wants genetically 
engineered food banned. Over 90 percent want to 
be able to choose not to eat it. English Nature, the 
government's own countryside agency wants a mora- 
torium on it. As do the Scottish and Welsh country- 
side councils, English Heritage and the Royal Soci- 
ety for the Protection of Birds; even the Country 
Landowners Association is upset. 

The kings of genetic engineering are American 
corporations. Monsanto, now miraculously cleansed 
of any association with PCBs and Agent Orange, is 
worth close to $ 100 billion and is still buying up seed 
companies furiously. It has purchased seed distribu- 
tion facilities in four continents from Cargill, the 
world's largest seed carrier, and now reckons itself to 
control 10 percent of world food production. DuPont, 
one of the world's top five companies, also has 
substantial biotech holdings and just announced 
that it will sell Conoco for $22 billion in order to up 
its investment in our genetically-engineered future. 

Resistance to the new corporate version of nature 
has become well practiced on this side of the Atlan- 
tic. In contrast, barely a whisper has been raised in 
the land of Disney and McDonald's where it all 
emanates from. Europe's big wilderness areas are 
already gone and so the invasion of what Jerry 
Mander calls "the genetic wilderness" hits harder. 
When the first ships of genetic soy reached our 
shores in 1996, Greenpeace blockaded them. A 
week later, Earth Firstlers and striking dockers occu- 
pied the unloading cranes. A few weeks later still, 
protesters (dubbed "biosabs" by the press) entered 
the compound where the GE soy was stored and 
daubed red X's for "genetic Xperiment" on some of 
the silos. The silos contained "a dangerous contami- 
nant," explained the activists' press release, and 
safety experts tried to work out what had been 


added to the soy for a week. The answer of 
course was in the genes. 

Fast forward two years and many actions later and 
there are currently around 20 autonomous anti- 
biotech groups in the UK, excluding the hundreds 
of local Women's Institutes, Greenpeace branches 
and Friends of the Earth groups. It's estimated that 
new genetiX groups (spot the X — it has become the 
trademark of anti-GE campaigners) are being estab- 
lished at the rate of two a week. 

"Our genes are incorporated into approximately 
19-million acres around the world, covering an 



Scything a genetically engineered food test 


area larger than Switzerland and the Netherlands 
combined. Can Europe at this point really resist?" 
says Tom McDermott, head of Monsanto's public 
affairs in Europe. 

While Monsanto plays out a touchy, feely, call- 
our-helpline publicity campaign, it's this unguarded 
Monsanto comment that is most telling. The gene 
activists are clearly winning the battle of ideas, but 
the biotech barons are still striding ahead in terms 
of sheer acreage. In the UK, as in the States, genetic 
engineering has arrived as the latest and most 
deadly weapon in an ongoing economic battle 
against small farms and the countryside. Thank- 
fully, the UK has a well-established history of 
resistance to industrial agriculture. In the early 
19th century, whole swathes of southern and west- 
ern England rose in revolt against the introduction 
of mechanised farming. Inspired by the northern 
Luddites, farmworkers took the mythical Captain 
Swing as their leader and broke machinery in his 
name. They were working in the tradition of enclo- 
sure riots stretching back to the Middle Ages where 
the peasantry fought to retain common land. To- 
day with the enclosure of the genetic commons, 
the different campaigns against GE are returning 
to the fields again. 

In Totness in Devon, for example, one field was 
visited by 600 local people, some of whom closed 
their shops to make the trip. The field of GE maize 
is within pollination distance of the country's 
largest organic farm, where corn is grown. Under 
threat of losing his organic status, the effected 
farmer and local campaigners took the govern- 
ment to court. As I write, the verdict is awaited, and 
hundreds of very itchy hands are ready to pull up 
the offending crop. 

In Norfolk, home of the second-highest concen- 
tration of release sites, activists established a land 
squat, complete with permaculture gardens, on a 
GE sugar beet plot. The beets, grown by Swiss 
biotech monster Novartis, had been uprooted a few 
nights earlier by errant pixies. The "crop squat," as 


it became known, is probably the most popular 
protest site to date. Not a critical word was uttered 
about the site by anyone locally or in the national 
press, and even Novartis welcomed the fact that 
"these young people are clearly interested in bio- 
technology." Not surprisingly, eviction only took 
three weeks to secure, but by then, the test site had 
been well and truly destroyed. 

In Scotland, Fife Earth First! has brought a dis- 
tinctly nationalist edge to the gene debate by 
publicly declaring its intention to make Scotland a 
GE-free zone. Scotland currently has up to 50 
release sites, the first of which was 
pulled up by 50 local people in full 
gaze of police. The rape crop had been 
scythed a few days earlier by five 
people, including a local organic 
farmer and a well known author. A 
few months later an X appeared in a 
field of rape near Aberdeen, invalidat- 
ing another test. Two further fields 
near Edinburgh have since received 
the same treatment. Fife EF! has noto- 
riously adapted the widely used X of 
the Saltire or flag of St. Andrew, the 
national emblem, much to the amuse- 
ment of the Scottish press. 

Not surprisingly, the increasing 
number of nighttime raids has led 
biotech companies to call for greater 
secrecy and protection. Every crop 
destroyed can set research back up to 
five years, and damages are currently 
| estimated at around $25,000 per de- 
•I contamination. The accusation of 
| "ecoterrorism" has been leveled at 
S> activists, and Monsanto has dubbed 
| us "scientific hooligans." "Luddites," 
meant as a term of abuse, is also com- 
ing into vogue. Partly in response and 
site in England also - n a r0 b us t move to widen the 

number of folks involved, the latest weeding initia- 
tive, known as Genetix snowball, has countered 
many of these charges. 

Genetix snowball is based on a very simple mul- 
tiplier effect: One person pulls up a few GE crops in 
a very open way; they bag them up in biohazard 
bags and then get arrested for an insignificant 
amount of criminal damage. They in turn incite 
two further people to copy them, who each incite 
two more and so on. Two snowball visits have 
occurred since the campaign was launched on July 
4th (Independence from American Corporations 
day). It remains to be seen whether the snowball 
will gather momentum into a mass movement, but 
so far the actions have included a music teacher, a 
local solicitor and a furniture maker — hardly the 
stuff of ecoterrorism! Activists have high hopes to 
export the snowball, first to other European coun- 
tries and maybe even back across the pond to the 
US biotech empire itself. 

It may be at the end of the day that Europe can stay 
GE-free, but unless resistance spreads there is still 
the rest of the world to lose. In truth, who gives a 
hoot if the next king of England is on our side — he 
sits on a small island and is no longer the emperor 
of the whole world. In the age of globalisation what 
matters is whether fellow activists in the heart of the 
new global empire are on our side and striking at the 
thrones of the corporations. It's not difficult. Eu- 
rope, Asia, Australia have started the genetiX snow- 
ball rolling. Faced with the end of nature itself, isn't 
it time a few Yanks joined in? 

To keep up to date with GE activism or get inspi- 
ration for a bit of your own, subscribe to the GenetiX 
Update from the Genetic Engineering Network, 
POB 9656, London N4 7JY, UK ($10 donation); +44 
181 374 9516; genetics@gn.apc.org. Copies of the 
update can be found on the GEN website http:// 
www.dmac.co.uk/GEN, while pictures and reports 
of actions as well as other X-files are hosted by Super 
Heroes Against Genetics at http://www. 
envirolink. org/orgs/shag. 
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Winona LaDuke 


by Lacey Phillabaum 

Few people in the environmental movement have 
the breadth and depth of experience as does Winona 
LaDuke, who's accomplishments include sitting on 
the board of Greenpeace, gamering Time magazine's 
recognition as one of America's 50 most promising 
leaders under 40 and running as vice president on 
Ralph Nader's presidential ticket. Through it all, 
Winona has remained a dedicated grassroots activist 
with a strong sense of her place, the White Earth 
reservation in Minnesota. Her most recent work with 
the White Earth Land Recovery Project focuses On 
reclaiming the Anishinaabe White Earth reservation. 
In addition, she is an active co-chair of the Indigenous 
Women's Network. This broad spectrum of experi- 
ence qualifies Winona as one of the most insightful 
thinkers moving between the environmental and 
environmental justice movements. The Earth First! 
Journal recently had a chance to talk with her about 
the relationship between the two. 

EF.'J : How do you think the radical environmen- 
tal movement and the environmental justice move- 
ment should work together? What do you think 
radical environmentalists bring to the table that is 
valuable, and what do you think the environmen- 
tal justice movement brings? 

Winona: I think that some of the philosophy 
of not compromising is a welcome addition to 
the environmental struggle because it resonates 
with the Native community. I think that the 
spirit of a lot of young people is really encourag- 
ing, as well I think that learning to observe and 
listen before one acts is probably a good thing to 
learn, and you can learn that from the Native 
community, kind of just a longer-term perspec- 
tive... The. Native community has been around 
for thousands of years, and we kind of see the 
present as a small piece of a continuum... 

EF.'J: One particular question I had was about 
your experience with civil disobedience. You've 
done lock-down actions. Did you think that was 
an effective tactic? 

Winona: I am someone who is not wedded to a 
tactic. I think that it is important to be strategic in 
which tactics you use, to look where you are going 
and to be fleet enough to be able to distinguish 
which is the correct one at the correct time. So direct 
action is one tactic. I am someone who litigates, 
who does seemingly endless paperwork, who does 
hearings, who goes to Congress, who beseeches my 
tribal council and cajoles people and does press 
work and makes the alternative, you know, by 
illustrating sustainable forestry practices. 1 think 
that knowing what you need when is the key, is 
absolutely key to winning the struggle. 

EF'.J: Do you think that Earth First! is too wedded 
to direct action civil disobedience as a tactic? 

Winona: Yeah, I do sometimes. I think that it is an 
important part of the political struggle. I think that 
you have to be flexible enough. 

EF'.J: We just ran an article by Dennis Martinez 
about Native fire regimes. What is your vision of 
sustainable forestry in your region? 

Winona: We have done some burning. We have 
done a lot of planting. We harvest maple syrup. We 
operate a 3,400-tap maple sugar bush so we harvest 
the sap from the trees, and we do cut. We only 
selectively cut. We use horses. We are looking at 
doing some green certification. 

EF'.J: You talk a lot about the environmental 
movement needing to recognize the trappings of 
privilege that accompany the movement. Can you 
give some examples of that and also what your 
vision is of a relationship between the environmen- 
tal movement and the Native community? 

Winona: Y ou know the environmental movement 
comes from industrial culture, and it is a response of 
people who are bom in industrial culture who reject 
it. And it is a good thing, but... people carry that 
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colonialism with them and that is what they have to 
deconstruct. That colonialism is basically, "We know 
best." So the best examples of it are quite often 
around subsistence harvesting, whether it is trapping 
or hunting or just how we live. 

You know... old people talk to you and... tell you 
that we are the same thing as beaver. We are those 
animals. We are related to them, and we come back 
as them . That is the cycle of life. That is the relation- 
ship between them and so you treat 
everything with respect, but you un- 
derstand that they are our relatives. 

The Creator gave us those animals to 
eat, and next time around we will 
probably be eaten. I guess it is recog- 
nizing that a lot of people who have 
been here for a really long time have a 
cultural practice that is sustainable. 

A lot of the ideas that come out 




Winona LaDuke and her new book, Last Standing Woman 

today are a result of the petroleum economy. We 
have so much leisure time that is a different kind of 
leisure time than traditional people have, but it is 
a leisure time where we think about some of these 
different aspects of philosophy, instead of realiz- 
ing that a lot of things are more practical when you 
just live them than think about them. An example 
of it is the Sierra Club's debate... What gave these 
basically white people the right to talk about immi- 
gration, who should come and who should not? 
Who is going to have the courage to talk about the 
fact that American foreign policy is about making 
refugees? And most of those people would rather 
be in their own country in their own culture, where 
their own old people were buried, with some kind 
of dignity than coming over here and being the 
bottom of the barrel in the United States... That 
kind of arrogance is so problematic in the move- 
ment. Obviously, a lot of Earth First! is not com- 
prised of that... 

Don't become an island of political correctness. It is 
impossible to do work if you are so correct. Be fluid 
enough to be able to talk and engage. 

EF'.J: One of the things that is difficult is that 
environmentalists themselves don't have a sustain- 
able practice, and it can't just comprise emulating 
those practices from Natives. So there is not a real 
vision of what this new practice is. What do you see 
as being the next healthy step down the path of this 
relationship that environmentalists and Natives 
should craft? 

Winona: I think building constructive models is an 
important thing. I am looking at this All Consuming 
Passion, the New Road Map Foundation. It is quite 
interesting. They are about decreasing consumerism... 

EF'.J: What is the New Road Map Foundation? 

Winona: They talk about levels of consumption, 


that today Americans are four-and-a-half- times richer 
than their great grandparents, they own twice as 
many cars and drive two-and-a-half times as far... I 
think building something constructive is really im- 
portant because people believe that change is pos- 
sible if they see that change is made... 

EF'.J: Another thing that comes into play here is 
spirituality. In a lot of campaigns where Earth Firstiers 
work with Natives spirituality has played a big role. 
What do you think the role of spirituality should be 
in the environmental movement and when Natives 
and environmentalists work together? 

Winona: I think that spiritual practice is the 
wellspring of all work... Getting in touch with that 
is a really important part of being able to have 
vision, finding your niche and working well. I think 
that spirituality is absolutely essential to political 
work, especially Earth-based work. Now I am not in 
charge of what religion everyone is or what form 
that spiritual practice takes. I 
think that being careful in rela- 
tion to the Native community is 
really important because with 
Native people obviously there is 
a lot of discussion about how 
much is appropriated or miscon- 
strued that is ours. And it is dis- 
respectful when someone takes 
something and adapts it. It's like 
going to a synagogue and taking 
little bits out of the synagogue 
and doing it your own way. Or- 
thodox Jews would be really, re- 
ally offended by thac, and you 
should consider that Native 
people are similar. You know the 
Native community is not a radi- 
cal community. We are the most 
conservative community in the 
country... When our community makes decisions 
we are considering the impact on the seventh gen- 
eration from now. That is conservative thinking... 

EF'.J: You just visited the Buffalo Nations cam- 
paign. What did you think of it? . 

Winona: It's really courageous. Obviously I am 
supportive of people who have a commitment to 
those buffalo. I love that. It is so right, the right 
thing to do. It's about making things right and 
restoring relationships. Part of the work that I am 
doing with Rosalie Little Thunder and others is the 
idea of how do you restore buffalo. What is going to 
happen in seven years when the Yellowstone herd 
is back to the size it was two years ago? Where are 
those buffalo going to go? We need to look at the 
long term, not only trying to stop the slaughter. We 
are interested in the longer-term question of in- 
creasing the size of Yellowstone, putting buffalo in 
other parklands, restoring buffalo to Native com- 
munities, restoring buffalo in the prairies. 

EF'.J: You used to work with the Greenpeace 
board. A lot of people called foul when they cut 
their toxic campaign and said it was a matter of 
environmental racism. That campaign was so in- 
volved with communities of color and for them to 
cut it was really hard on a lot of people. Do you see 
it that way or not? 

Winona: I do. I think that the direction Green- 
peace took was really a shift directed not by the 
political movements in the United States. It was 
directed by political agendas in Europe, and I don't 
think that is how political work should be done. I 
disagreed with it when I sat on the board and that's 
why I am not on the board now. I think it was a 
substantial departure from where the organization 
should have been. As a political activist, I am some- 
one who worked with Greenpeace for five years. 
And I might work with them again, but I never held 
my breath that Greenpeace was going to save my 
community. That is my responsibility. Greenpeace 
was a tool, a process through which to do that 
political work, and now that is not really open to us. 
So we will find other ways to do it. 

EF'.J: Anything else you want to say to Earth First? 

Winona: Continue doing the level of work you 
do. Be thoughtful. Keep long-term perspective... Be 
thoughtful about strategy. Don't slash your wrists. 
Don't be motivated by self hatred, always be moti- 
vated by love. Be compassionate because compas- 
sion and love is what we have that General Electric 
doesn't, Weyerhaeuser doesn't. That is our strength.. . 
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Five thousand year old warriors attacked by 
the Air Force 


old have been identified in the can- 
yonlands, many of which are eligible 
for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places. Many sites through- 
out the Owyhees are still used for 
religious ceremonies. 

Since the mid-1980s, the military 
has relentlessly pursued a plan to 
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healing qualities of this area. 

Two giant energy corporations, 
and CalEnergy, areproposing to.bui 
plants in a roadless area only one and ah 
miles from Medicine Lake. They plan to 
drill several wells 6,000 feet into the earth 
to feed the power jplants that will be from 
10 to 18 acres in size and over 90-feet tall. 
Pipelines three-feet high would run across 
the ground for 24 miles, creating a hot 
cement wall blocking wildlife from critic; 
habitat in the middle of a wilderness. Tb 
screeching drone of the turbines would 
shatter the stillness of the land for miles 
around, running 24 hours a day, 365 days a 
year. And this is only the beginning. 

Slyly enough, the energy corporations are 
keeping the capacity for each power plant 
under federal regulation levels. They plan to 
build two plants but are putting in a power 
line capable of transferring six plants' worth. 
By doing this, it is difficult to evaluate the 
cumulative Impacts of these projects. The 
plants would produce industrial air pollu- 
tion and arsenic-laden waste, severely af- 
fecting the water quality of the area. The 
projectVould destroy several miles of habi- 
tat for threatened or sensitive species and 
nesting migratory birds. Yet another Native 
spiritual site would be destroyed in the name 
of power and greed. 

While selling the projects as "green en- 
ergy," the corporations, the US Forest Service 
(USES) and the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) hide or ignore information prpying 
the environmental effects of these projects 
will be devastating. The Environmental Im- 
pact Statement fails to address many of the 
cumulative impacts from the projects'. The 
USFS has received thousands of letters in 
opposition to these projects, and the focal 
community is adamantly opposed to it. 

The Seventh Generation Fund is hosting 
the annual "Indigenous EnvironmentalNet- 
wotk Protecting Mother Earth Conference" 
August 2-5. Please < ome to show your sup- 
port lor keeping Medicine Lake wild! Con- 
tact the Seventh Generation Fund, FOB 
4569, Areata, CA 95518; (707) 825-7640. 
Help save Medicine Lake by writing a letter 
to the USFS or BLM asking them to stop the 
geothermal power projects and choose the 
no action alternative. Tell them to stop the 
abuse of Native American sacred lands, 
threatened species and roadless areas. Be 
ready to come to Medicine Lake and take a 
stand fo peacefully defend sacred land! Send 
your comments to the USFS/BLM: Randall 
Sharp, USFS/BLM, 800 W. 12th St., Alturas, 
CA 96101; (530) 233-5811. For campaign 
support contact the Klamath Forest Alli- 
ai lit at FOB 820, Etna, CA l >rAH2 
467-5405. 
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by Craig Gehrke 

Those who treasure the serenity and solitude of 
wild land suffered a major disappointment last 
month. Idaho Senators Dirk Kempthorne and Larry 
Craig aggressively and successfully advocated for 
Kempthorne's Defense Authorization bill, which in 
part allows the Air Force to use the spectacular 
Owyhee Canyonlands of southwest Idaho, eastern 
Oregon and northern Nevada as a bombing range. 
Though the Senators may think this fight is over, 
outside of Congress it has just begun. 

The Owyhees are characterized by high rolling pla- 
teaus incised by deep, sheer- walled river canyons and 
mountains dominated by juniper woodlands and 
grasslands. Sprawling across an area twice the size of 
Yellowstone National Park, the Owyhee region is one 
of the most biologically rich and diverse high desert 
areas in the country. Twenty-four Wilderness Study 
Areas and 350 miles of candidate Wild and Scenic 
Rivers are found in the canyonlands. One of the 
nation's largest populations of California bighorn 
sheep resides in the Owyhees, providing the sole 
source of transplant stock for reestablishment efforts 
in nine Western states. Peregrine falcon, cougar, bob- 
cat, sage grouse and redband trout are found here, as 
is one of Idaho's healthiest pronghorn populations. 
Recreational use of the Owyhee Canyonlands contin- 
ues to grow as more and more rafters try their hand at 
runningthe spectacular Bruneau, Owyhee andjarbidge 
Rivers. Nearly 500 archeological sites up to 5,000 years 


The battle to provide greater protection to the 
wildlife and sites sacred to the Shoshone-Pauite 
tribe within the canyonlands is not over. Those who 
value wild country should ask some tough ques- 
tions about the assertions made by Senators Craig 
and Kempthorne in this debate. For example they 
state that the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
selected the Juniper Butte target site for the bomb- 
ing range, but the BLM actually withheld its support 
pending, among other things, a commitment from 
the Air Force to limit military flights over sensitive 
areas and resolution of outstanding issues with the 
Shoshone-Pauite. Unfortunately, Senator 
Kempthorne inserted language in the Defense Au- 
thorization bill giving the Air Force everything it 
wanted and virtually ignoring every issue the BLM 
raised. Faced with an "all or next to nothing" 
situation, the BLM and the Interior Department 
essentially caved in on nearly every single commit- 
ment they sought and signed a shotgun agreement 
with the Air Force. 

The agreement applies altitude restrictions to 13 
percent of sensitive areas or less than one-third of 
the candidate wilderness and wildlife habitat areas 
the BLM originally sought to protect. Similarly, the 
agreement protects less than one-third of the candi- 
date Wild and Scenic Rivers in the canyonlands that 
the BLM sought to protect. The agreement also 
opens up the Little Jacks Creek Wilderness Study 
Area — the only Wilderness Study Area not subjected 
to military training overflights in southwest Idaho. 
And even when protections for certain areas are 
provided on paper, it is difficult to imagine how the 
activities of low-flying jets can be properly moni- 
tored and controlled. 

As more hard questions were asked about why he 
buried this military withdrawal of public lands in the 
voluminous defense bill, Senator Kempthorne took to 
waving around the public comment record on the 
proposed bombing range, stating that years of hear- 
ings and discussions had already taken place. But 
Senator Kempthorne should have read that comment 
record. It shows that Idaho citizens oppose the bomb- 
ing range by a margin of six to one. Likewise, 


a supersonic combat range. The latest proposal would 
allow thousands of low-level subsonic and super- 
sonic flights of fighter jets and heavy bombers over 
the Owyhees. The Air Force would scatter thousands 
of bundles of radar-jamming chaff and burning flares 
over the region and build 30 radar- and laser-guided 
emitter sites to guide training aircraft. But the Air 
Force has never established that there is a need for 
additional training facilities in Idaho. To the con- 
trary, two separate government reports found that 
such a range would be redundant with existing Air 
Force assets and would duplicate facilities already 
available in Idaho, Utah and Nevada. 

During the recent attempt to protect the 
Owyhees from this military invasion, Senators 
Harry Reid, Ron Wyden and Daniel Inouye fought 
to remove Kempthorne's provisions from the 
Defense Authorization bill. Those efforts narrowly 
lost on a 49 to 44 vote. 


The Owyhee Canyonlands 
Kempthorne and Craig claim the Air Force has agreed 
to "dramatic reductions" in military flight operations. 
But the environmental impact statement for the pro- 
posed bombing range clearly calls for an increase in 
the number of flight operations, sonic booms, radar- 
jamming aluminum chaff and flares, and an increase 
in the number of nighttime operations. 

The future generations of all species deserve the 
same opportunity we have to enjoy the spectacular 
beauty, wildness and solitude of the Owyhee Can- 
yonlands. It is a real shame that for the time being, 
the Senate has decided to hand over to the military 
one of Idaho's finest natural resources for a bomb- 
ing range. We hope and trust that the time is not too 
distant that the Congress comes to its senses and 
reverses course on this bad policy. 

For more information contact The Wilderness 
Society, 413 W. Idaho St. #102, Boise, ID 83702; 
(208) 343-8153, craig_gehrke@tws.org. 
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by Frog and Friends 


After we fixed the flat tire on my rusty, crusty 
Subaru, our band of happy, raged folk piled in and 
headed out of Roseburg, Oregon. We were finally 
on our way to the 1998 Round River Rendezvous at 
Twin Lakes in the Umpqua National Forest, woo- 
hoo! The narrow gravel road 
curved up and up and the 
"Whoa, slow down!" signs in- 
creased so we knew we were on 
the right road. Suddenly the 
driver came to a stop; we weren't 
there yet, but we were para- 
lyzed at the sight of three snow- 
capped peaks on the horizon. 

The view was incredible and 
only slightly riddled with 
clearcuts. I was in awe from 
that moment Oft. 

Upon stepping out of the car, 
we were greeted by pure, fresh 
mountain air. We shouldered 
our packs and headed up the 
trail until we heard, "Hey, wait!" 

We turned to see familiar faces, 
along with an array of t-shirts, 
sign-up sheets, maps and 
yippee!, a mound of free 
condoms! We were oriented, 
signed up and sent on our way. "Welcome to Casca- 
dia; have a great time!" 

As we began our ascent up the trail, we drifted into 
a state of bewilderment. The trees were so, so... big. 
Moss and lichen clinging to the branches, wildflow- 
ers busting through the undergrowth, ferns every- 
where. The smell of the life-cycle of an old-growth 
forest overwhelmed us — new buds and decomposi- 
tion. Even our ears were delighted by the sounds of 
frogs and songbirds singing together. 

The trail led us up to the "mellow fire, " a cliff with 
an outlook even more impressive than the one on 
the road. After passing "Camp Kaczynski" (more 
often referred to as "Club Ted"), we reached the 
main circle nestled in the tree line of a natural 
meadow where wild iris bloomed freely. Eventually 
we reached a sign; left to the "Riff-Raff"-camp and 


further to "Rowdy Ridge," right to the Oregon and 
Wild Rockies camps and the lakes. 

To the lakes! — across a small wooden footbridge 
and a wetland of vibrant camas flowers. The sun- 
light danced across the shimmering blue-green 
waters, a few fallen trees floated on the surface, a fish 
jumped. Wow. 


We made camp high upon the ridge above the 
lake only to discover a second smaller lake far 
below, more enticing than the first. The waters 
were crystal clear. From our perch, we could see 
large bottom feeders sliding in and out of the 
shadows. An osprey dove in and out of the water, 
carrying a fish away in its talons every time. The 
dark was coming on, and we longed to hunt down 
our friends and tackle them with affection. And so 
we did — at the "rowdy fire." 

The evenings blended into a web of excited faces 
and a jumble of laughter, drinking, shenanigans 
and music. Amoebas coexisted with star-gazers, 
romping and wrestling coexisted with sitting and 
conversation. Beer coexisted with tequila! We wit- 
nessed the movement's first fantastic, furious flog- 
ging! The dancing never ended, as well as the howls 


of humans and dogs! The moon grew stronger as the 
nights went on, and the parties just got crazier. 

Awakened early by the brilliance of the morning 
sun, we stumbled out of bed. Sweet- smells guided us 
to the community kitchen for a hot breakfast. Hey!, 
they tricked us by putting the morning circle right 
next to the kitchen. Damn! Snagged. 

The morning circles were filled with so many 
people (dogs too). There must have been over 100 
(people, not dogs). The crowd was diverse — US, UK, 
Canada, eh? The days were filled with activities: 
workshops, discussions, puppet making, EF! his- 
tory, women's circles. And we couldn't possibly 
forget the first annual Neanderthal Olympics. As 
with many good traditions, it got started with a 
flop/bang, but it sure was great to see a little friendly 
bioregional rivalry. There was even some good old 
geezers versus the young pups competition. 

We discussed the location of the next Round River 
Rendezvous and the next Activist (Organizers) Con- 
ference. Katuah (Southern Appalachia) and the Gila 
(New Mexico) were discussed as potential sites for 
the RRR. After some intense lobbying, the Gila won 
out. As a consolation, the Activist Conference was 
offered to Katuah, They're considering it. If they 
want to wait for a rendezvous, a Baja committee is 
1 ready to commit to the next Activist Conference. 

By afternoon, we would find our way to rocks by the 
s lake. The weather was just hot enough, and the lake 
I was just cool enough. There you would find canoes 
| and logs and friends— plenty of things to play on. 

| In the late afternoons, folks made their way up to 
an overlook above the lakes. The fog would ever-so- 
slowly fill the valley up to our feet. It was like 
floating in the clouds or drifting on the ocean on the 
bow of a ship. Just at sunset, the fog would lift to 
provide a brief, clear glimpse of the horizon for all 
those who made the hike. 

Saturday night, we had a rock concert. Yes, it's 
true — a rock concert in the woods. Casey Neill gave 
us an inspired show, followed by jTCHKUNG!. Now, 
if you have ever seen jTCHKUNG!, you won't soon 
forget it. If the drums don't get you, the fire eaters 
will! And then, of course, came the gunfire. Yow! 
What a show. 

Sunday was the performer's rally. We had a host of 
players including Robert Hoyt, Darryl Cherney, Peg 
Millett, Timothy Hull, Dennis Fritzinger, Danny 
Dollinger, Burl, Megan, Dana Lyons, Slugthang, 
pies in the face, and the rudest medley ever heard at 
an RRR, and that is saying something. 

By Monday, we were out of the lakes and back in 
action... 



FREAks ANd FiREWORks (Mix wrrh CautIon) 


by Josh Laughlin 

After poking around the Umpqua's most hideous 
pending timber sales, looking for the exact target of 
this year's post RRR action, I decided to hop out of the 
car and head east rather than back to the rondee site. 
And hell, it was just after 4:30, right when the Art and 
Revolution parade.was to descend upon the annual 
Fourth of July picnic on the shores of Diamond Lake, 
at the base of snow-capped Mt. Bailey. 

I stuck out my thumb hoping to flag down some 
lagging riff-raff or even a car of eager beavers ready to 
barbecue and celebrate Independence Day. A Pontiac 
sedan loaded with young folks screeched off the 
shoulder. They opened the door with big smiles and 
handed me an icy Michelob Lite Ice Dry. Excellent — 
I was parched and didn't want to miss the parade. 

Discovering that they were liquored-up Roseburgers 
in their early 20s headed out to the lake-side bash, I 
opted to conceal my identity. Just a few days earlier, 
a ma j or fax campaign had been conducted in Roseburg 
notifying most business owners that "a group called 
Earth First, anti timber people, will be coming down 
river starting July 1, 1998, with the intention of 
shoplifting and creating havoc wherever they can. 
Please be warned that a lot of these people will be 
dressed hippie with long hair, etc. But some will 
not... If we should spot any of these people we are to 
call the sheriff office at..." 

I just giggled along with their crude comments, 
threw a few cold ones back, pretended I was headed 
to the rager and hoped I hadn't missed the parade. 
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Exiting the car at the site and ditching my new 
associates, I scanned the hundreds of oiled-up bod- 
ies beached on the shores, cooking weenies and 
slurping down silver bullets. Nowhere in sight was 
any hint of commotion, puppets, marching bands 
or the works of Art and Revolution. I struck up some 


conversations as though I was there celebrating 
Independence Day. "So, was there some kind of 
parade around here today," I asked in hopes of 
hearing an affirmative response. No one had heard 
of a parade coming through. 

Assuring myself that I hadn't missed it, I made my 
way to the rowdy college crew circling around an 


iced-down keg and bartered for an endless cup of Bud 
Lite. Finally the 70-person performance came, armed 
with snare drums, trumpets, flutes, giant paper mache 
puppets, swimming salmon and face paint. Sud- 
denly, beer cups were ignored, conversations quieted 
and all eyes were on the parade, which hoped to raise 
awareness about the roadless area behind 
the ridge riddled by timber sales. 

Stepping back as the outsider listening 
to reactions was humorous. "Those are 
the people that don't like beer," said one 
Roseburger. "Fuckin' tree huggers go 
home," said another. It started to get 
heated and sweaty when one drunk got in 
the face of our lead snare drummer and 
barked, "You build your house out of 
wood. You wipe your ass with toilet paper, 
^ don't you?" The situation cooled when, 
I out of the blue, another drunk chimed in, 
^ "Hey cool it, these people aren't against 
I you. They're against the government." 

| The parade progressed. The 30-minute 
walk ended back on the asphalt with the 
company of 20 law enforcement officers, 
sheriffs and government workers. An en- 
core of bodies bouncing around to Casey Neill's "Danc- 
ing on the Ruins" closed the parade, giving our audi- 
ence an unforgettable free performance. Looking back 
at Mt. Bailey and the vast roadless area surrounding it 
gave me hope that our dialogue and leafleting had 
saturated the minds of the uneducated. It was a 
wonderful Fourth of July. 



An Earth First! Fourth of July 







by El Subway 

The 18,000-acre Mt. Bailey Roadless Area in the 
Umpqua National Forest is one of the wildest unpro- 
tected places left in Oregon. On any given day, you may 
hear the endangered pileated woodpecker and bald 
eagle. At night, spotted owls hoot, packs of coyotes yap 
in the distance, and black bears, herds of elk, martens 
and bobcats cruise the woods. 

But the end of this pristine area may be just around 
the corner. Logging and intensive roadbuilding have 
already begun at Mt. Bailey. Majestic Douglas firs, red 
firs, mountain hemlocks, white pines and sugar pines, 
many of which started growing before the European 
invasion of the continent, are slated 
for destruction. 

The area is adjacent to the Mt. 

Thielsen Wilderness to the east and 
Crater Lake National Park to the 
south. Under the Salvage Rider, 

Umpqua Forest Supervisor Don 
Otsby authorized numerous sales in 


the Mt. Bailey Roadless Area, all were 
exempted from legal challenges. 

After this year's EF! Round River 
Rendezvous, a group of Earth 
Firstler's, who refuse to let the vast 
wildland fall to the chainsaw and 
the road grater, cried “Basta!" and 
reclaimed the road leading to the 
Bear Paw timber sale. The mile-and- 
a-half-long blockade, known as the 
Paw Autonomous Zone (La PAZ), 
was a series of six-foot-high slash piles, rock walls knd 
three giant tripods supporting an impressive two-story 
platform 30-feet off the ground. 

La PAZ gets its name from two of four major timber sales 
in the Diamond Lake district that would cut over 26 
million board feet of timber. The sales were bought by 
Boise Cascade, Superior Lumber and Scott Timber, the 
purchasing, arm of Roseburg Forest Products. Many miles 
of roads have already been built for the Paw Chopper and 
Bear Paw sales. Logging is well under way in the Paw 
Chopper sale, which plans to rip four million board feet of 
timber out of this unentered forest, despite the fact that 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service discovered an endangered 
wolverine den was less than 10 miles from the area this 
past winter. The La PAZ blockade completely cut off access 
to the Bear Paw sale, which promises 3.5 million board feet 
for its destroyers. 

The story of La PAZ began at3:00a.m. on July6, when 
130 determined EFlers ripe from the rendezvous took 
the road. (Our caravan of activists took the Forest 
Service by surprise before they could declare a closure 
and intervene.) One Freddie posted on the road was 
seen fleeing the scene as waves of people spilled out of 
their vehicles with pick axes, shovels and bow saws in 
tow and began hauling fallen trees and hurling boulders 
onto the road. 

Working assiduously in small affinity groups, and hum- 
ming along while Dragonfly sang "Fuck Shit Up/Don't Get 
Caught" and "Depave!," it took us less than three hours to 
transform a stretch of barren gravel road into the humble 
beginnings of La PAZ. 

As the sun came up, two giant tripods were occupied, 
and the affinity groups had moved onto other work, 
piling slash on other major logging roads and playing cat 
and mouse with loggers and Freddies in the active units. 


One women's affinity group, the Maids of Mayhem, 
spray-painted the nearby town of Roseburg up and down 
with pro-forest and anti-logging slogans, stirring up both 
ire and public awareness in the hometown of Roseburg 
Forest Products. Two other road blockades, both lockdowns 
to gates leading to the active sales, were set up and 
maintained. One blockade was abandoned by Wednes- 
day, but the other continued through the week, its inhab- 
itants facing verbal assaults from irate Freddies and over- 
heated forest workers. 

More work started on La PAZ later in the week. Fewer 
numbers of activists at the site compelled 
Subcommandantes Orca and Roadrunner to cry, "If we 
build it, they will come." A half dozen of us got to work 

building a third 
tripod and im- 
proving the tri- 
pod structures, 
adding vertical 
and horizontal 
support beams 
upon which two 
triangular plat- 
forms sat, each ca- 
pable of holding 
20 people. The 
whole creation 
would have made 
the originators of 
the forest defense 
tripod beam with 
pride. 

According to 
Subcommandante 
Orca, "The whole 
structure looks like 


that fortress in the original 
King Kong film that the 
villagers built to prStect 
themselves from the big 
ape. It's awesome!" But trag- 
edy befell La PAZ on July 16. At 5:30 a.m., over 25 Freddies 
and Douglas County sheriffs assembled, bringing in the 
heavy equipment that signaled the end of the blockade. 
With little fanfare, the Freddies politely picked (with picks 
and sledgehammers) people out of their lockdowns and 
plucked other activists out of their tripods, depositing them 
across the "crime scene" line (not quite a closure, but in effect 
the same thing). Surprisingly, no arrests were made by the 
unusually friendly Freddies. Citations were not even issued. 
As soon as everyone was cleared from the blockade, the 
earth-destroyers took over, tearing down the structures that 
we had put so much sweat into. 

La PAZ is just the beginning of our ongoing direct action 
campaign to save the unprotected Mt. Bailey Roadless 
Area. Already, the blockade has drawn national attention. 
The assistant chief of the US Forest Service, Robert Roslin, 
has contacted local environmentalists wanting to know 
why EF! was involved. When informed of the wolverine 
discovery in the area, he expressed surprise and pledged to 
look into the matter further. 

La PAZ was built and maintained to protect areas in the 
Paw timber sales, which are only the first incursions of the 
logging assault on the Mt. Bailey Roadless Area. Under the 
Northwest Forest Plan, this fragile upper elevation ecosys- 
tem is ripe for logging, as it all falls as matrix land under 
Clinton's plan. La PAZ needs more activists to join the 
resistance to the destruction of the Mt. Bailey Roadless 
Area. To get involved contact Southern Willamette EF! at 
POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440; (541) 343-7305; 
swef@efn.org. Viva La PAZ! 



Idaho Critical Mass 


mm 


that got peqple fired up, or maybe it - 
watching Idaho Congressman Helen 
"killthesalmon"Chenowethndehoise- 
back in Boise's Fourth of July parade, 

I Maybe people were just plain mad about 
1 the Boise City Council's support of a 
dismount zone in the downtown core, 

line skaters into the already car-ridden 
streets. Whatever the reason, close to 
200 protesters, young and old, rallied at 
city hall and then took to the sheets in 
a Critical Mass bike ride in downtown 
Boise, Idaho, on July 8, 

For an hour, the protesters led the 
surprised Boise police (the whole force) 
all over the streets, mucking up rush 
hour traffic, stahdirig in intersections, 
chanting and all around havinga rowdy 
good time. Finally, the cops got the 
spirit too. They cordoned off whole 
downtown streets, ensuring rush hour 
traffic would be hell andheadline news 
on every TV station. The cops then tried 
to round up the spirited group with a 
paddy wagon. But the citizens decided 
they would rather end the festivities 
with a party than in handcuffs. Conve- 
niently, just blocks away, about 2,000 of 
Boise’s finest yuppies were enjoying the 
free public gathering "Alive after 5" (aka 
beer and outdoor music) and relaxing 
from their hard day's work. The protest- 
ers shook off police and vanished into 
the yuppie-fest, where they finished the 
evening in constructive conversation 
about current events, talked to reporters 
and cooled off in the plaza fountain. 

Katuah EF! /Action at 
Sunshine Timber Sale 

Activists from all over Southern Ap- 
palachia gathered at the Shinbone Ba- 
sin in North Carolina's Pisgah National^ 
Forest for Katuah EF!'s traditional sol- 
stice campout in June. Coincidentally, 
the Forest Disservice was having a clear- 
ing sale, and KEF! thought it only proper 
to say "howdy!" 

The Bryant & Young Lumber com- 
pany is "daylighting" a four-unit sale 
on 2,366 acres adjoining Shinbone 
; Greek and theNolichucky River gorge, 
one of the steepest in the Southeast. 
Daylighting is the process of clearcut- 
ting a wide swath along winding log- 
ging roads — 100 to 150 feet on either 
side. The take is mostly poplar, oak, 
hemlock and white pine. Erosion of 
. the steep banks along the logging roads 
has become a serious problem as the 
topsoil rapidly disappears. Almost a 
quarter of the sale is in designated bear 
-habitat. Numerous contract violations 
have been documented, including 
slash piles in the streams, clogged and 
inadequate culverts, cutting outside 
boundaries, etc. Local responsibility 
for these violations rests firmly on the 
shoulders of Paul Bradley, the head 
forester in the district. 

In protest of the sale, boulders, 
stumps and logs appeared in the road. 
Yarn was wrapped around all the 
marked trees in the area. The main log I 
pile collapsed. And.the skidder grew a 
covering of logs! After a fantastic din- 
ner in the KEF! field kitchen and some 
mpre solstice celebration, a tripod was 
constructed in the middle of the road. 

When law enforcement arrived the 
next morning, the activists demanded 
that Paul Bradley come and see the 
violations. Though he agreed to meet 
• .latri'to see the problems, he ,nteV;er 
came. After negqfiatidns.iyith the For? 
est Service, the sitter came down from 
the tripod and collected a citation. 
KEF! got out of Dodge before the Eore'st 
Service could get a gander at theincss 
in the sale. Very little logging was 
: : done that day. :,f 
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Thirty people came to rally at the blockade and to call 
for an end to the logging. Loggers joined the crowd and 
engaged in friendly banter. The security guard "Spider" 
and his small, fluffy dog "Poopy" came roaring down the 
hill behind the blockade in an old truck that backfired 
blue exhaust. The loggers told us we'd better unlock 
because Spider had no brakes. 

Ultimately, the Forest Service cut the gate to allow 
logging trucks through. The three blockaders unlocked 
after being cited and released. All three were charged 
with misdemeanor disorderly conduct. 

But the activists remained determined to stop the log- 
ging. On Monday, June 9, five people blocked the road to 
the active units by locking their arms to each other and into 



cement-filled barrels that were firmly secured to pipes 
cemented into the road. 

The Forest Service's first move was to take out a barrel 
cemented into the road with no one locked to it. This 
allowed the trucks with the fellers and yarders to pass. 
But, the blockade continued to confound the law en- 
forcement officers, who worked for over three hours 
cutting through the barrels. Fully-loaded log trucks were 
blocked from leaving the sale until 11:30 a.m. 

When the five were finally cut free, they were taken 
to the Clackamas County jail and received felony 
charges of criminal mischief. Their charges continue 
to hang in the mysterious morass of the legal system — 
none have officially been charged but any could be 
hauled off to jail in the next three years if an arrest 
warrant is issued for them. 


by Sue Nackoney ^ 

It's hard to believe that the legacy of the Salvage 
Rider continues to haunt us today like the sequel to a 
bad nightmare. But the legacy is all too real for every- 
one struggling to stop the Eagle timber sale from 
destroying a precious and rare area of unlogged native 
forest near Portland, Oregon. Since the area was sold in 
the midnight hour of the Salvage Rider in December of *1 
1996, we have waged a year-and-a-half-long battle to f 
save Eagle Creek, a battle that is far from won. 

The forest in the south fork of Eagle Creek is a | 
magnificent place that deservedly inspires much 1 
dedication from the people who love it. Home to j . 
Western hemlock, Douglas fir, Noble fir, Western , 
red cedar and Pacific silver fir, as well as rare mush- i 
rooms, it is also dispersal habitat for a pair of North- ? 
ern spotted owls. Forest fires burned the area be- b 
tween 100 and 150 years ago, but some 250 to 500 
year-old survivors remain. 

The Forest Service's heinous plan is to remove 26.4 
million board feet from 1,032 acres of native forest. | 
One hundred and twenty-five acres will be two-stage “ 
clearcuts that will destroy a portion of the historic Old 
Baldy hiking trail. What's more, the sale will log 500 
acres of a roadless area connected to the Salmon Huckle 


Not pleased with this breakfast club blockade, the 
Freddies cut their gate open. 

Backed By Ninety-Five Thousand Oregonians 


berry Wilderness. All of this despite the watershed analysis' 
recommendations that only 10.3 million board feet can be 
removed sustainably over the next decade. 

Central to the opposition to the sale is the fact that the 
6, 500 acre watershed is part of the drinking water supply for 
over 150,000 people in the Portland area. Logging and 
roadbiiiMing are known to degrade stream quality and 
exacerbate sedimentation. Massive stream sedimentation 


As of June 10, over 20 environmental groups represent- 
ing 95,000 Oregonians had called on the Forest Service to 
engage in public dialogue over whether logging at Eagle 
serves the best public interest. This demand was made in 
light of Vanport Manufacturing, the timber purchaser, 
stating to the Forest Service that it would consider trad- 
ing for volume elsewhere if the Forest Service considers 
it in the best public interest. When activists met with 


has already been caused throughout the Northwest over 
the past winters of heavy rains on logged slopes. Senator 
Ron Wyden, Congresswoman Elizabeth Furse, City Coun- 
cilman Erik Sten and the Mayor of Lake Oswego have 
expressed varying degrees of opposition to the sale over 
concerns about its impact on drinking water. 

Still, the Forest Service has ignored all protest and allowed 
logging to begin in May of this year, a month ahead of 
schedule. This was during the rainiest month in recorded 
history and was done in total disregard of the Forest Service's 
own restriction designed to protect water quality in the area. 

Lockdown at the Gate for Mother's Day 

On Monday, May 11, the day after Mother's day, three 
activists celebrated their mother in their own way. That 
day, the forests at Eagle Creek were quiet for only the 
second time in the two weeks since logging had begun. Two 
people blockaded a gate in the misty early morning hours 
by locking their arms into a cement-filled barrel sunk into 


Vanport's president, he also said he would consider a 
federal buy-back of the sale. 

The city council of West Linn, which also gets water 
from the Clackamas watershed, just passed a resolution 
joining the environmental groups in asking for the 
Forest Service to engage in public dialogue. The council 
also asked the Forest Service to reassess the sale and to 
manage all the land in the watershed for water quality. 

Yet Roberta Moltzen, supervisor of the Mt. Hood Na- 
tional Forest, and Bob Williams, Region Six Forester, have 
rejected our call for an open, public discussion of Eagle. 

The fact that the Forest Service continues to ignore 
the public and destroy the values that we cherish is just 
another nail in the coffin of an agency out of control. As 
for the forest at Eagle Creek, we will keep on working to 
keep the chainsaws out of the roadless area. We are 
upholding our promise to those trees that they will soon 
join the Salmon Huckleberry Wilderness in an unbro- 
ken sea of forest. 


the road, while another activist held the gate closed with For more information contact the Cascadia Forest Alli- 
his arms locked into a lockbox. ance at POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208; (503) 241-4879. 
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S ince long before there was a 
place called Austin, T exas, mil- A 
lions of gallons of water have flown |fj 
from the Earth here, cold, clear and 
beautiful. The people indigenous 
to central Texas thought this spring 
was a sacred miracle created when 
a god split open the Earth with a 
rainbow. Then modem humans ar- 
rived, named this place Barton 
Springs and proceeded to undo the 
work of the gods. 

Even early this century, people 
feared that there was danger ahead 
for the springs. Yet they continued 
to cut the huge old cedars, overgraze 
the land, and put in luxury housing 
and golf courses. By the 1970s, 
trouble; had arrived, and a floodwa- 
ter bypass was built to keep the now- 
polluted Barton Creek water out of 


the fight was on, with grassroots 
environmental groups facing off 
against an army of wealthy develop- 
ers. In 1990, a multinational corpo- 
ration named Freeport McMoRan 
galvanized the community by threat- 
ening to develop 4,000 acres up- 
stream from the springs. A strong 
effort by thousands of Austinites 
stopped this particular development 
several times during the 1990s. 

In 1992, citizens raised the stakes 
by passing a strong growth control 
law known as the Save Our Springs 
ordinance. The law was attacked 
by developers, struck down in the 
courts and then reinstated upon 
appeal. Just this month, the state 
Supreme Court rejected the devel- 
opers' last appeal, reaffirming the 
right of the community to protect 
the water. This was good news for 
the Barton Springs salamander, an 
endemic amphibian that was listed 
as an endangered species in 1997. 

One week before the Supreme 
Court's ruling, Austinites again faced 
a springs-related ballot item. This 
time it was for $65 million of bond 
money to purchase or prevent de- 
velopment on as much as 15,000 
acres of the land feeding the. springs, 
and it passed! The only thing that 
could threaten this rosy scenario is 
that the Nature Conservancy is 
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Jet Skis Threaten 


Parks 


park resources nor re- ~~=~ — — ,v 

quire a full environmen- 
tal impact study. 

Under the proposed regulations, j et ski use would be banned in 289 of the 376 
national parks. However, the remaining 87 (more than 25 percent) will be open 
to jet ski degradation. In 13 parks, such as Gulf Island National Seashore and 
Lake Roosevelt National Recreation Area, superintendents will determine the ment, illegal hunting, 
appropriateness of jet ski activity. In an additional 12 parks, such as fhe record numbers of visi- 
Chatahoochee River National Recreation Area and Indiana Dunes National tors, diminishing bud- 
Lakeshore, the regulations permit jet ski use to continue for two years. During gets and recreation that 
this “grace period," NPS officials in Washington, DC, will determine whether damages park resources, 
jet ski use in these parks is appropriate. NPS staff in the remaining 62 parks may For more information 

petition the Department of the Interior to write regulations authorizing jet skis, contact the Bluewater 

Earth Island Institute's Bluewater Network maintains that the regulations are Network at Earth Island 
inadequate because they lock in status quo levels of jet ski activity and create Institute, 300 Broadway, 
mechanisms for expansion. The Bluewater Network is calling upon the Amf ri- Suite 28, San Francisco, 
can public to endorse a prohibition on jet skis in the NPS system. Nearly 10,000 CA 94133; (415) 788- 
people have signed a petition calling for this prohibition. 3666 ext. 149; fax 788- 

According to the Environmental Protection Agency, up to 30 percent of the 7324; seansmith@igc.org. 


Polluting for pleasure! 


Closed to Locking 


US District Judge Karl Forester of Lexington 
handed citizens and endangered species a major 
victory on June 18 by ordering an immediate halt 
to all logging on Kentucky's Daniel Boone Na- 
tional Forest. Nine logging operations were sus- 
pended or canceled in order to comply with 
Forester's ruling, and the US Forest Service cannot 
allow cutting in the 687,000-acre forest until it 
protects several resident species of endangered 
plants and animals. Among those that call this 
forest home are Cumberland rosemary, American 
chaffseed, oyster mussels and the Indiana bat. 

While the ruling only temporarily stops the 
logging, it does change the game a bit. Instead 
of citizens asking for the logging to stop, the 
Forest Service must now justify logging before it 
can begin. Kevin Lawrence, planning staff of- 
ficer for the Daniel Boone, said that a forest 
management plan won't be ready for Forester's 
consideration until this winter at the earliest. 

Judge Forester's preliminary injunction was, in 
part, to protect the biological diversity of the 
forest. Forester wrote, "Flora and fauna come and 
go, it is the nature of life. It is only in modem 
times that the extinction of a species, plant or 
animal, can be traced directly to the acts of man. 
The court finds that the greater good is served by 
preserving the habitats of the endangered and 
threatened species and thus preserving these 
species for generations to come." 

Forester also said he sympathizes with the 
Forest Service because the national forests are 
required to produce timber and shelter endan- 
gered species. "The fact that loggers will not be 
subsidized by the US Forest Service, while the 
federal agency fully complies with the appli- 
cable Congressional mandates, is not afforded 
much weight by the Court in its balancing of 
harms. When it comes to obtaining logging 
contracts with the federal government, it ap- 
pears that the free-market price determining 
law of supply and demand does not apply. The 
situation is rather Keynsian, in that in general 
(1) prices for hardwoods are lower on federal 
lands than on private lands and (2) loggers do 
not have to pay out of their own pockets to build 
logging roads. The combination of these factors 
usually yields a heftier profit for those loggers 
who timber on federal lands." Forester also 
noted that logging companies can still cut tim- 
ber on private property, the source of 95 percent 
of hardwood trees. 

Contact Heartwood at POB 1424, 
Bloomington, .IN 47402; (812) 337-8898; fax 
(812) 337-8892; heartwd@bluemarble.net. 


off Canada s Sable Island 
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Free Trade in we Forests 

APEC Guarantees Pestilence 


I3ones-s 
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Spielberg Studio Halted 

On June 26, federal Judge Ronald 
Lew issued a ruling that hands envi- 
ronmentalists a huge victory for the 
Ballona Wetlands, one of the last 
remaining coastal wetlands in Los 
Angeles County. This is where Steven 
Spielberg wanted to build his 
DreamWorks movie studio. After sev- 
eral years of protests from a growing 
citizens’ coalition that emphasized 
the destructive magnitude of the 
mammoth Playa Vista project, the 
court has finally agreed with activ- 
ists that this project would have a 
major impact on the environment. 

Judge Lew concluded that the Wet- 
lands Action Network, the California 
Public Interest Research Group and 
Ballona Wetlands Land Trust were 
correct in claiming that the Army 
Corps of Engineers erred in issuing a 
wetlands destruction permit to re- 
place wetlands habitat with more 
than 10,000 condos and five-million 
square feet of commercial space. Fur- 
ther, the court ordered the Corps to 
conduct a full environmental impact 
statement on the entire project — a 
project that (lie developers them- 
selves report would bring 10 new 
tons of air pollution and 200,000 
additional vehicle trips to the region 
each day. 

ADC Vote Reversed 

After the House voted 229-193 on 
June 24 to cut the budget of the US 
Department of Agriculture's Animal 
Damage Control (ADC) program by 
one third, a re-vote was ordered be- 
cause of confusion about which line 
item the money would be nixed from. 
The initial vote cut $10 million from 
the agency's fiscal budget, the same 
amount the ADC spends each year 
shooting and poisoning predators 
that allegedly threaten livestock, such 
as coyotes and mountain lions. 

The House reversed its decision in 
the re- vote, 192-232. Representative 
Skeen (R-NM) demanded the re-vote, 
and Agriculture Secretary Dan 
Glickman wrote a letter to House 
subcommittee members urging the 
money be restored* The ADC kills 
100,000 predators annually. 

A 

Sustainable Ain't 

A recent US News and World Report 
says scientific evidence is mounting 
that "sustainable forestry" may dam- 
age tropical forests and biodiversity. 
Citing two studies in Conservation Bi- 
ology, the report found that even 
lightly logged forests had fewer spe- 
cies than unlogged forests. "We should 
not pretend that sustainable timber 
production is compatible with sus- 
tainable biodiversity conservation," 
said Peter Ashton, a tropical-forest 
ecologist at Harvard University. 

Makah Gray Whale Hunt 
to Proceed 

Despite heavy opposition from 
traditionals within the tribe and en- 
vironmentalists world-wide, the 
Makah people of coastal Washing- 
ton will exercise their treaty rights 
and take up a gray whale hunt. 

Claiming they have obtained a 
quota to kill four gray whales per year 
for the next five years from the Inter- 
national Whaling Commission, the 
Makah will go about the hunt in a 
new fashion. They will be armed with 
50-caliber anti-tank guns and will use 
motorboats, not their traditional ca- 
noes, to tow the dead whales to shore. 

"This hunt is not about spirit, it is 
about money," Alberta Thompson, a 
Makah elder, recently stated in the 
New Age Journal. 
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by Paige Fisher 

The second leading threat to the 
planet's biodiversity, next to habitat 
loss, is invasion by exotic species, often 
spread through traded goods. Without 
adequate safeguards, international trade 
in forest products can introduce unpre- 
dictable and dangerous diseases and 
pestilence into healthy forest ecosys- 
tems. Invasive species have crossed 
oceans on shipments of untreated raw 
logs and other wood products. Inad- 
equate restrictions on importing, trans- 
porting and processing allow pests to 
escape shipholds, loading docks, trucks 
and mills. These species then invade 
healthy forests and grow out of control. 

The Asia Pacific Economic Coopera- 
tion (APEC), the free trade body of the 
Pacific Rim, worsens this threat. By 
liberalizing timber trade, APEC will 
encourage timber corporations to de- 
stroy some of the world's most impor- 
tant forest ecosystems and biodiver- 
sity. Specifically, APEC could dismantle 
trade regulations that pro- 
tect forests, such as those 
that prevent invasions by 
exotic pests. 

At its November 1997 
summit in Vancouver, BC, 

APEC leaders approved 
forests for early voluntary 
. sectoral liberalization, a 
fancy name for a fast track 
timber trade deregulation 
plan. The plan eliminates 
tariffs and trade regula- 
tions called "non-tariff 
measures," including 
some rules on importing 
and treating wood prod- 
ucts known to carry dan- 
gerous pests and pathogens. 

Forest activists from more than 20 
countries have opposed the fast track 
timber trade plan on the grounds 
that APEC has not assessed environ- 
mental impacts or consulted citizens. 
Yet the United States Trade Repre- 
sentative (USTR) continues to spear- 
head the timber trade talks, having 
sought advice only from industry 
sector advisory committees (ISACs). 
IS ACs are private advisory groups that 
include representatives of the Ameri- 
can Forest and Paper Association, 
Boise Cascade, International Paper, 
Weyerhaeuser, Willamette Industries 
and Georgia-Pacific. 

These industry trade groups justify 
the deregulation of raw wood imports 
by arguing that current phytosanitary 
controls are not necessary. Many free 
trade advocates call the controls a 
ploy to protect domestic industries. 
Yet exotic species are known to have 
caused disease and destruction in 
American forests. 

Chestnut blight, caused by a fungus 
imported from East Asia in 1904, de- 
stroyed the entire population of Ameri- 
can chestnut trees in 50 years. Dutch 
elm disease, a fungus introduced by 
the European elm bark beetle in the 
1920s, killed 100 million trees. White 
pine rust, introduced around 1900, 
has killed or damaged between 80 and 
95 percent of the United States' white 
and sugar pines. 

The US Department of Agriculture 
has translated the threat of invasive 


species into economic terms. A 1992 
effort to eradicate Asian gypsy moths 
in three Pacific Northwest states cost 
over $27 million. A 1991 report esti- 
mated that the establishment of a 
single pest, larch canker, could cause 
timber losses of $129 million each 
year. A multiple-pest worst case sce- 
nario could cost the United States $58 
billion in timber losses alone. 

Before 1990, phytosanitary regula- 
tions were not contested because the 
US did not import logs from other 
continents. But in the early '90s, envi- 
ronmental regulations on federal lands 
were strengthened and harvest levels 
declined. Timber corporations began 
to look outside the US to the vast 
forests of Siberia and Chile. In a 1991 
test shipment of raw logs from Siberia 
to Eureka, California, by Louisiana- 
Pacific, the USDA discovered invasive 
pests and instituted a quarantine on 
raw log imports from Siberia. 

In 1994, the Global Forest Manage- 


ment Group, a conglomeration of 10 
Pacific Northwest logging companies, 
began cutting in the Russian Far East, 
intending to send raw Siberian logs 
back to the US to feed processing mills. 
Dr. William Denison, professor emeri- 
tus of plant pathology at Oregon State 
University, says there is a greater than 
50 percent chance that inadequately 
treated logs from Siberia could trans- 
port a pest that would virtually elimi- 
nate the Douglas fir forests of the Pacific 
Northwest. Despite warnings like Dr. 
Denison's, and in spite of its own stud- 
ies on the dangerous risks of invasive 
species, the USDA lifted the ban. 

Environmentalists that fight to de- 
fend domestic forest protection mea- 
sures are up against the increasingly 
powerful forces behind free trade: 
multinational corporations and in- 
dustry associations. 

In 1995, the Pacific Environment 
and Resource Center, the Northcoast 
Environmental Center and the Oregon 
Natural Resources Council filed suit to 
block the import of raw logs and other 
unprocessed wood products into the 
US. In early 1997, a federal court agreed 
that the environmental impact state- 
ment (EIS) for the proposed regula- 
tions was inadequate and imposed a 
partial inj unction on the import of raw 
logs and wood products. 

In July 1997, Chile's foreign rela- 
tions minister, with support from New 
Zealand, threatened to approach APEC 
and the World Trade Organization 
with a request to overturn the injunc- 


tion. Now the Chilean Forest Products 
Association is trying to intervene in 
the lawsuit. If Chile appeals the in- 
junction, these free trade bodies will 
determine whether this environmen- 
tal safeguard is a barrier to free trade. 

Also in response to the injunction, 
New Zealand's Forest Industry Coun- 
cil created a "market access commit- 
tee" to work with New Zealand Em- 
bassy officials and trade ministers to 
ensure "revision of the EIS is ad- 
equately resourced, is fast-tracked and 
does not impose similar or further 
restrictions on soft-wood imports from 
New Zealand. " Thus, American efforts 
to protect its own forests could also be 
undermined by timber companies who 
want to export forest products from 
Chile and New Zealand. 

Why would US timber owners want 
to endanger the very forests on which 
they depend? It makes no sense to 
ship billions of board feet of logs from 
the US to other countries only to turn 
around and encourage other 
countries to ship billions of 
board feet of potentially dis- 
eased logs to the United 
States. Yet US timber own- 
ers have major holdings in 
the foreign corporations 
that are trying to export raw 
logs. 

For instance, the US com- 
pany International Paper 
owns 50.1 percent of New 
Zealand's largest forest 
owner, Carter Holt Harvey. 
Rayonier and Weyerhauser 
are New Zealand's third- 
and fourth-largest forest 
producers. Boise-Cascade 
has plans to build a wood chip mill in 
central Patagonia in Chile. And as 
members of the US Trade 
Representative's (USTR) industry sec- 
tor advisory committees, these mul- 
tinational corporations shape inter- 
national trade, as well as domestic 
environmental policies. As multina- 
tionals, they no longer have home 
forests to steward. 

Without opposition from grassroots 
organizations, APEC will speed forest 
destruction throughout the Pacific 
Rim. The production and trade of for- 
est products must be more strictly 
regulated, not liberalized. Forest ac- 
tivists must demand access to trade 
talks and promote stricter timber trade 
rules, sustainable community-based 
forest management, sound conserva- 
tion policies, legal enforcement and 
third-party certification. 

In November in Malaysia, forest ac- 
tivists from around the Pacific Rim 
will meet at the People's Assembly on 
APEC, concurrent with the APEC Lead- 
ers' Summit. They will educate each 
other about APEC's plans for forests 
and the activities of multinational cor- 
porations involved in the Pacific Rim 
timber trade. They will develop strat- 
egies to stop APEC's destructive im- 
pacts and to gain equal footing for 
environmental concerns. 

For more information, contact the 
Pacific Environment and Resources 
Center, 1055 Fort Cronkhite, Sausalito, 
CA 94965; (415) 332-8200, fax 332- 
8167; perc@igc.org. 



The Asian long homed beetle threatens US forests 
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Kecolonizing Atkica: 


by Lyndy Worsham 

Corporate lobbyists are at it again 
with their free-trade book of tricks. 
This time it's classic Orwellian 
doublespeak: "The African Growth and 
Opportunity Act" (H.R. 1432/ S 778). 
The bill's non-binding preamble and 
stated goals, "to promote stable and 
sustainable economic growth and de- 
velopment in sub-Saharan Africa," are 
in fact a thin veneer over a bill that 
seriously threatens the ecological foun- 
dations of rural Africa with massive, 
unregulated industrial development. 

This new legislation, known by its 
opponents as "NAFTA for Africa," was 
introduced by Senator Richard Lugar 
(R-IN) and Representative Philip 
Crane (the Illinois Republican a 

who characterized some devel- M 

oping African countries and their a 

leaders as "retards"). The bill Jm 

narrowly passed the House of g 
Representatives in March 1 998, ■ 

and the Senate is expected to Ik 
vote on it in September. 

The bill has two main com- n 
ponents. First, it would award 
multinational corporations an 
enormous benefits package by re- 
quiring African nations to abide by 
austere economic conditions to be 
eligible for trade and aid benefits. 
These conditions include mandatory 
cuts in taxes for corporations, cuts in 
domestic spending, privatization of 
vital government services and natu- 
ral resources, and the granting of 
new privileges for multinational cor- 
porations. Conditions such as these 
will facilitate the exploitation of 
Africa's mineral, forest, and oil re- 
serves and prop up ruthless African 
dictators. It's not surprising Texaco, 
Chevron, Mobil, Exxon and Amoco 


hJAfTA Looks Overseas 


abuses by the ruling military junta. 

The bill would further deal to Africa 
the worst aspects of NAFTA, the Gen- 
eral Agreement on Trade and Tariff 
(GATT), the Multilateral Agreement on 
Investment (MAI) and the International 
Monetary Fund's (IMF) structural ad- 
justment program. Despite promises of 
a cleaner environment from pro-NAFTA 
enthusiasts, steep environmental de- 
cline in the US and Mexico is well 
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documented since NAFTA's implemen- 
tation. For example, research shows 
that the amount of unrecorded hazard- 
ous waste has actually increased, as 
have incentives for illegal dumping. 

Similarly, the national treatment 
clause of NAFTA for Africa mimics the 
provisions of the MAI. National treat- 
ment would require that foreign inves- 
tors be given equal rights with local 
businesses over Africa's natural re- 
sources. Thus, policies that favor com- 
munity land tenure or resource man- 
agement rights could be eliminated. 


A Bad Bill Gets Even Worse 

■ _ ' : • ' 1 - . . 

On July 21, 1998, theSenate Finance Committee approved a mark-up of 
the Lugar-Crane Sub-Saharan Africa bill. Led by Senator Roth (R-DE) and 
Senator Lott the mark-up superglued an enormous trade package onto the 
African trade bill. The new version of the Africa bill is the free-trade dream 
package of multinational corporations and GOP leadership. The following 
is a list of only a few new elements now included in the bill. 

1. ) Fast Track: Last year's failed Senate version made worse by putting 
more limits on environmental, labor and health standards. Fast Track 
gives Clinton the power to conduct trade negotiations with the assurance 
that Congress will consider the deal without any ammendments and limit 
debate. 

2. ) Caribbean Basin NAFTA Parity (CBI): non-reciprocal expansion of 
NAFTA benefits to 24 Latin American and Caribbean nations. (CBI was 
defeated by a near two-thirds majority in October 1997.) 

3. ) Most Favored Nation Status for Outer Mongolia: This is not a joke; 
they really did throw in the kitchen sink! 


are leading the special interest lob- 
bying effort to pass the bill. 

Section 7 of the bill is potentially the 
most harmful; it would establish a US - 
sub-Saharan free-trade zone, modeled 
after the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA), without binding 
environmental, labor, or human rights 
standards or other public interest provi- 
sions. Without strong environmental 
safeguards, increased foreign invest- 
ment in Africa will likely follow the 
model established by Royal Dutch 
Shell, whose oil drilling operation in 
Nigeria's Ogoniland has caused wide- 
spread environmental devastation 
and financed egregious human rights 


Furthermore, laws limiting resource ex- 
traction and foreign ownership of land 
could be struck down. 

Perhaps more nonsensically, the bill 
prescribes all these conditions on 48 
sub-Saharan African countries with- 
out considering each nation's unique 
historical, cultural and economic back- 
ground. It's no surprise that the IMF, 
the chief architect of the current glo- 
bal economy, failed to learn anything 
from forcing Southeast Asian econo- 
mies to adopt a one-size-fits-all solu- 
tion for economic woes. 

The bill also grants new unlimited 
duty-free access to American markets 
for textile and apparel goods shipped 


from Africa. The catch is that the bill 
does not require production to be car- 
ried out in Africa or that work done in 
Africa employ African workers. The bill 
is, therefore, an invitation for unlim- 
ited, duty-free transhipment of Chi- 
nese-made goods into the United States. 
In short, the Lugar-Crane bill will assist 
a few US business interests seeking to 
exploit Africa, while thousands of US 
textile and apparel workers (mostly 
people of color and women) 
will lose their jobs. 

It's no wonder many 
human rights, envi- 
uiremerU:y ronmental, fair- 

trade, labor and pro- 
aithy corporation# Africa groups firmly 
ittonwitK oppose the bill and 

want the Senate to 
either remove its 
damaging provisions 
A'Uqa.i or nix i1: - Strong backers 

( of the bill include the 

>lMe Clinton administration 

and 45 multinational corpo- 
rations, many with a long his- 
tory of doing business with African 
dictators, exploiting cheap labor and 
polluting tribal lands. Chevron Oil 
Company, for example, a chief pro- 
ponent of the bill, is ranked as one of 
the worst refinery polluters in the 
world. Chevron conducts business 
with Nigeria's military dictatorship 
and refused to divest from South Af- 
rica during the apartheid struggles of 
the 1980s and 1990s. 

Liberalization policies and global 
market integration inevitably lead to 
greater exploitation of biological diver- 
sity and rapid depletion of natural re- 
sources. Trade and investment are not 
ends in themselves. The United States 
should link enforceable environmental 
and labor standards in all trade and 
investment agreements. Further, true 
economic development must center on 
the needs of Mother Earth and her 
peoples, not the needs of wealthy inter- 
national investors and corporations. 

The first African trade policy was 
initiated in 1619 to ease the sale and 
transfer of African slaves from the hands 
of powerful African kings to white mas- 
ters in the new world. The NAFTA for 
Africa bill lays out unfair conditions for 
aid, seeking to re-colonize Africa 
through rampant environmental ex- 
ploitation and cheap labor. As Repre- 
sentative Jessie Jackson Jr. recently 
wrote in a letter to US law makers, "The 
shame and scourge of Jamestown, Vir- 
ginia, almost four centuries ago has left 
an indelible mark on the history, char- 
acter, culture and psychology of this 
nation. We in Congress need not re- 
peat the same trade policy in any form 
or version in 1998." 

For more information on the NAFTA 
for Africa bill, contact Public Citizen's 
Global Trade Watch team at 215 Penn- 
sylvania Avenue SE, Washington, DC 
20003;(202) 546-4996; gtw@citizen.org; 
http://www.citizen.org/pctrade/Africa/ 
finalfac.htm. Also, please call your Sena- 
tors today, and say "no" to the Africa 
Free Trade bill; the Capitol switchboard 
is (202) 225-3121. 

Lyndy Worsham is an intern at Pub- 
lic Citizen's Global Trade Watch in 
Washington, DC. 



Polar Bear Deformities 

Scientists have found four polar bear 
cubs in the Norwegian Arctic territory 
of Svalbard that have both male and 
female sex organs. The deformities are 
thought to be linked to increased pol- 
lution in polar regions. The four polar 
bears represent four percent of the 
polar bears studied, a percentage much 
too high to attribute to statistical noise. 
Svalbard is known to have high levels 
of pollutants, particularly polychlori- 
nated biphenols (PCBs). 

PCBs accumulate in fat reserves and 
are found in higher concentrations in 
animals that eat higher on the food 
chain. They are among the thousands 
of human-made substances that sci- 
entists believe mimic animal sex hor- 
mones. Sexual aberrations in fish have 
also been monitored, but the polar 
bears are believed to be the first mam- 
mal to show such acute damage. The 
polar bear research may help prove 
links between synthetic chemicals and 


midushi^zed countries over the^ast 
50 years. These declines may be partly 
attributable to. increased amounts of 
synthetic chemicals that mimic estro- 
gen. 


SW Streams Liberated 

In a contract signed on June 18, the 
Southwest Center agreed to drop its 
request for a preliminary injunction 
against 29 grazing allotments. In re- 
turn, the Forest Service has agreed to 
remove cattle from 100 miles of 
streams until a study of grazing's im- 
pact on endangered fish, birds, mam- 
mals, reptiles and plants is conducted. 

Cattle are already off some allot- 
ments. In October 1997, the South- 
west Center, represented by Earthlaw, 
filed suit against 92 grazing allot- 
ments in the Gila River Basin. In April 
1998, the Forest Service agreed to 
temporarily remove cattle from 54 
allotments along 230 miles of river in 
a similar suit by Forest Guardians. 
Combined with the recent agreement, 
some 330 miles of river have been 
protected from cattle. While the agree- 
ments will only last through the En- 
dangered Species Act consultation, it 
is likely that this will result in the 
permanent cessation of grazing on 
these rivers. 


Mobile Chernobyl Dead 

Anti-nuclear activists and environ- 
mentalists are jubilant over a Senate 
vote that killed S. 104, a bill that tried 
to establish an interim high-level ra- 
dioactive waste dump near Yucca 
Mountain, Nevada. Dubbed "Mobile 
Chernobyl" by environmentalists, the 
dump would have authorized, trans- 
portation of high-level nuclear waste 
through 43 states. Senate EnergyCom- 
mittee chairman Frank Murkowski 
(R-AK), said he would riot reintro- 
duce the bill again this session. House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich also stated 
that he does not expect the House to 
vote again on Mobile Chernobyl dur- 
ing the 105th Congress. 

: v ; '■ ‘ph/i ■ Si-StSc 'iv 

MacBlo Ends Clearcutting 

MacMillan Bloedel recently an- 
nounced that it will stop clearcutting 
Canada. The company proposes to 
use three zones of forest manage- 
ment instead. In the timber zone, 30- 
percent canopy retention is the goal. 
In the habitat zone 40-percept reten- 
tion is proposed. The third, called the 
old-growth zone, would retain 70- 
percent of the canopy. The company 
has also statedthat it will concentrate 
its old-growth logging within already 
fragmented areas. 
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Mass Uprising at Mine 
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Bringing It Home 

On June 19, over 25 activists de- 
scended upon a Denver suburb to pro- 
test at the home of Rick Seibel, director 
of the Western Regional Coordinating 
Center of the federal Office of Surface 
Mining. The protest was organized by 
Campaign KOSMIC (Keep the Office of 
Surface Mining In Check), which in- 
cludes members of Support Native Re- 
sistance from Colorado University, the 
Citizens Coal Council, Greenpeace and 
Earth First!. j 

Seibel is directly responsible for regu- 
lating coal mining on the Navajo Reser- 
vation. But under his watch, Peabody 
Coal Company has destroyed homes, j 
graves, and water supplies and disrupted 
the lives of residents of Black Mesa, an 
area of abundant coal reserves in the 
heart of the Navajo and Hopi reserva- 
tions in northeastern Arizona. The pro- 
testers pointed out that Seibel lives in 
comfort while his actions make life 
miserable for the residents of BlackMesa. 
After reading flyers from the protesters, 
several neighbors joined the marching 
and chanting in front of Seibel’s home. 

The demonstration was called shortly 
after Peabody applied to expand the 
scope of its operations in the mining 
area by approximately 250 acres. 
Though the application is expected to 
be approved, Peabody began expan- 
sion activities prior to receiving autho- 
rization. Bill Clark, manager of permit- 
ting at the Office of Surface Mining, 
admitted that "Peabody did construct 
part of an access road without prior 
approval, and they were issued a viola- 
tion." Local activists say that such is 
typical under Seibel's oversight. 

This is the second time Campaign 
KOSMIC has protested at Seibel's home; 
the first demonstration was held on 
Earth Day. They encourage others who 
live in the Lienver-Boulder area to join 
them and urge supporters living in the 
St. Louis area to protest at Peabody's 
headquarters. 

For further information, contact 
Carolyn Johnson, Citizens Coal Coun- 
cil, 1705 S. Pearl St. #5, Denver, CO 
80210; ccc@netone.com. 

Protesters Block Tube Train 

Just before morning rush hour on 
July 13, environmental activists climbed 
onto the roof of a tube train at Bank 
Station and shut down the eastbound 
Central Line in London. The action was 
in support of the tubeworkers' stand 
against privatisation. Some protesters 
unfolded a carriage-length bannerread- 
ing, "Private Profit at Public Expense," 
while others, dressed as fat cats, offered 
to buy Bank Station and handed out 
peanuts and explanatory leaflets to pas- 
sengers. 

More supporters holding a huge 
"Stop Privatisation — Support the 
Tubeworkers" banner picketed the sta- 
tion entrance. 

The activists from Reclaim the 
Streets (RTS) are, like the strikers, 
fighting the privatisation plans for 
the London Underground. They say 
that selling off the network, far from 
i mproving service as the government 
claims, will bring only deteriorating 
conditions and higher prices for trav- 
ellers while increasing car conges- 
tion and pollution on the streets. 
More fundamentally, they argue that 
this public resource should not be- 
come yet another opportunity for 
corporate gain. 

RTS has a history of supporting trans- 
port workers. During the 1996 tube 
strike, activists organisedasimultaneous 
Critical Mass bike blockade, while oth- 
ers occupied the office of the then Lon- 
don Underground manager Peter Ford. 


continued from front page 

The Jabiluka mine lease, arbitrarily 
excluded from the park itself, con- 
tains some 190 known sacred art sites 
and has not yet been properly sur- 
veyed for additional sites. The sites are 
in Australian Heritage Commission 
areas that are very close to where the 
mine portal, process plant and tail- 
ings dams would be. 

The mine would be on the land of 
the Mirrar-Gundjehmi people, which 
is legally recognized as such not 
merely by dint of occupation over 
the last 40-60,000 years, but under 
whitefella law, by the award of land 
rights by a land-rights tribunal. This 
has not, however, given 
the Mirrar Gundjehmi 
the legal right to refuse 
the mine — or so the gov- 
ernment says, though the 
Mirrar are doing all they 
can both legally and oth- 
erwise to stop the mine. 

The senior traditional 
owner, Yvonne Margarula, 
has vowed to stop the mine 
after seeing the impact of 
the nearby Ranger mine 
on her people. Yvonne and 
Jacqui Katona, the execu- 
tive director of the 
Gundjehmi Aboriginal 
Corporation, were arrested by police for 
trespassing on their own land on inter- 
national Jabiluka Action Day. There were 
also protests in San Francisco, Ottowa, 
Bonn, Tokyo and Seoul. 

Indeed, Jabiluka has become a na- 
tional and international hot potato. 
Three resolutions nave passed in the 
Australian Senate that either call on 
the government to halt the project, 
condemn the police response or criti- 
cize aspects of the environmental 
evaluation process. Last January, a 
resolution asking the Australian gov- 
ernment to proceed no further with 
the Jabiluka project passed the Euro- 
pean Parliament. 

Last year, the World Heritage Com- 
mittee was approached, first by the 
Mirrar, and then by a range of inter- 
national environmental groups with 
a request that Kakadu be placed on 
the "World Heritage in danger" list. 
This year, the Mirrar themselves, to- 
gether with the Wilderness Society, 
actually went to Paris to lobby the 
mid-yearly meeting. The committee 
responded by deciding to send a high- 
level inspection team, including their 
chairman, to visit Kakadu. This un- 
precedented inspection is due to hap- 
pen in October. 

In the meantime, a nationwide coa- 
lition of environmental, peace and 
students groups has organized a non- 
violent blockade of the mine site. At 
one of the first actions on June 17, 
over one hundred protesters stopped 
attempts to begin construction on 
the mine. Protesters locked on at 7 
p.m. to three ERA trucks carrying 
earth-moving equipment through the 
World Heritage area. Seventeen 
people were arrested. 

During the action, police tactics were 
seriously bought into question because 
a number of protesters were physi- 
cally lifted and tossed to the side of the 
road. One protester was flown to a 
hospital with head injuries. Soon 
after the arrests, radio equipment 


used to ensure the safety of the block- 
aders was confiscated by the police 
with no explanation or receipts. The 
protesters say they acted nonvio- 
lently at all times. 

Meanwhile, claims of police bias 
in the battle over Jabiluka were bol- 
stered by a policeman publicly call- 
ing protesters disgusting, filthy 
pseudo-terrorists. In response to rev- 
elations about the author of the 
anonymous letter in the Northern Ter- 
ritory News, Chief Minister Mike Reed 
called on the "interstate ferals" and 
"great unwashed" to "go home." 


According to Reed, "The Northern 
Territory Police Force is highly re- 
spected by territorians and is nation- 
ally recognised for its professional- 
ism and integrity." 

The results of such disrespect are 
shown again and again. On July 11, 
ERA started blasting explosives just 
inside the Jabiluka mineral lease, en- 
dangering the lives of protesters who 
were in close vicinity to the com- 
pound. Police had been alerted to the 
protesters' presence the day before. 


Within 800 metres of the blast site, 
other protesters were visible to ERA 
helicopters. ERA did not use sirens or 
any other warning before the blasting 
began and did not notify anyone in the 
area of their plans, even though it was 
publicly announced that 200 people 
were in the area for a peaceful march. 

Just three days later, over 300 people 
gathered at the entrance to the 
Jabiluka mine. Another 130 people 
swarmed into the compound at dawn 
and stopped work. Twenty people 
locked onto machinery in the com- 
pound. Approximately 100 people 
were arrested, bringing the 
total number of people ar- 
rested defending Jabiluka to 
370. The protestors have em- 
phasized that though they 
number only hundreds, they 
•§. represent millions. Indeed, 
= national polls have shown 
| that 70 percent of Australians 
| oppose the mine. 

? Please write and fax these 
I Australian officials to tell 
£> them that there is interna- 
tional support for protecting 
the Kakadu. Senator Robert 
Hill, Minister for the Envi- 
ronment, Parliament House, 
Canberra; 61-2-2673-6101. Prime 
Minister John Howard 61-2-2673- 
4100 or 61-2-9251-5454. 

For more information, contact 
John Hallam, Friends of the Earth 
Sydney, Suite 15, 1st Floor, 104 
Bathurst Street, Sydney, NSW, 2000; 
61-2-9283-2006, fax 61-2-9283-2005; 
nonukes@foesyd.org.au, http:// 
www.peg.apc.org/~foesydney/. Also 
contact Jabiluka Campaign at 011-61- 
8-89793 1 30; blockadee@jabiluka. net; 
www:green.net.au/gundjehmi/. 


Endangered Sea Turtles vs. 

Free Trade 

The World Trade Organization (WTO), true to its name, has proven yet 
again its inability to value environments over free trade. In April, the WTO 
ruled against provisions of the US Endangered Species Act that protect 
endangered sea turtles. In response, the California-based Sea Turtle Restora- 
tion Project is calling on the US to withdraw from the WTO, recognizing that 
it is not a forum where environmental concerns can be fairly evaluated. 

If an appeal by the US is unsuccessful, the WTO ruling would require 
that the US change the law or fade severe economic sanctions. The US law 
mandates that wild shrimp sold in the US be caught using turtle excluder 
devices (TEDs), which allow turtles to escape shrimpers' nets. Failure to 
use TEDs kills as many as 1 50,000 sea turtles every year. Already, all eight 
of the world's sea turtle species are considered endangered or threatened. 
If US protections are gutted, sea turtles will be pushed even further 
towards extinction. 

Thailand, Pakistan, India and Malaysia brought the complaint against the 
US, charging that the ban against their shrimp was an unfair restraint of trade. 
Pakistan, India and Malaysia have refused to use TEDs, even though the US 
provides training on the use and construction of the devices. 

The Clinton administration has . appealed the WTO ruling, but only 
reluctantly after receiving 30,000 phone calls from concerned citizens, an 
effort organized by the Sea Turtle Restoration Project. Currently, the 
administration is considering changing US laws protecting sea turtles to 
allow the importation of shrimp on a shipment-by-shipment basis instead 
of country-by-country. The Sea Turtle Restoration Project's Peter Fugazzotto 
says this will open the door to laundering of shrimp into the US that has 
been caught without TEDs. 

Contact President Clinton and tell him that the US should take any action 
necessary to protect sea turtles, including withdrawing from the WTO. Tell 
him that turtle protection laws should not be altered. President Clinton, 
White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington, DC. 20508. For more 
information contact the Sea Turtle Restoration Project, POB 400, Forest 
Knolls, CA 94933; (415) 488-0370, fax 488-0372. 



Opponents rallying to shut down the mine site 
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Black-faced Spoonbill Alert 

Rare Bird Jockies with Taiwanese Industry 


by Matthew Smeltzer 

One of the rarest birds in the world, 
the black-faced spoonbill, spends its 
winters in the coastal wetlands of 
the Tsengwen River in Taiwan. Al- 
though more than half the remain- 
ing 550 birds migrate to this area, 
the Taiwanese gov- 
ernment is poised to 
approve plans for an 
industrial complex 
that would destroy 
one-third of the 
spoonbill's habitat. 

This would send th.e 
black-faced spoonbill 
spiraling toward ex- 
tinction. 

The 7,000-acre Bin- 
nan industrial com- 
plex would include an 
oil refinery, a naph- 
tha cracker (used in the processing 
of petrochemicals), a steel mill and a 
port. The project, strongly supported 
by Taiwanese President Lee Tung Hui, 
would be built on Chi-gu Lagoon, 
the center of the 35-kilometer habi- 
tat radius required by the spoonbill. 

Besides ringing a death bell for this 
rare species, the project would have 
other serious environmental impacts 
that have not been addressed in the 
Environmental Impact Assessment 
(El A). University of California hy- 
drologist, Dr. G. Mathias Kondolf, 
has projected that the petrochemical 
plant and steel mill would use ap- 
proximately 117 million cubic meters 
of water per year. This amount is 
twice the capacity of existing reser- 
voirs in the region and equal to that 
consumed by all industrial users in 


the nine-county San Francisco Bay 
area. Three new dams have been pro- 
posed to service the industrial com- 
plex. The dams would flood two ab- 
original villages upstream and alter 
the flow regimes of the Kaoping, 
Yailiao, Laonung, Meinung, Chisan 
and Tsengwen rivers. Dr. Kondolf says 



Spoonbills cruise the afternoon sky 

that the El A for the project "contains 
no assessment of the potential effects 
of such a massive [interbasin water] 
transfer." He further notes that al- 
though Taiwan has one of the high- 
est erosion rates in the world, the 
project EIA does not address sedi- 
ment issues, a problem at many reser- 
voirs in Taiwan. 

Increased pollution, water salinity 
and water temperature changes from 
the project would significantly dam- 
age the Chi-gu fishery, which cur- 
rently generates US$136 million an- 
nually and employs 16,000 people. 
The project would also make it diffi- 
cult for Taiwan to meet internation- 
ally agreed upon C0 2 emission levels. 
Bin-nan alone is expected to produce 
31 percent of Taiwan's 1990 CO z emis- 
sions, according to The China Times. 


The Chi-gu fishers have strongly 
opposed the Bin-nan project pro- 
posal and resent the media depic- 
tion of them as poor fishing villages 
in desperate need of jobs. They see 
no reason to destroy their jobs and 
way of life. Chen Jian Wong, speak- 
ing for his group says, "We know 
how to fish. We don't know how to 
work in a factory. We can support 
ourselv.es without this oil plant." 

Over the past year, faculty and stu- 
dents from the University of California 
at Berkeley and National Taiwan Uni- 
versity have been working with the 
Chi-gu fishers, Taiwanese environmen- 
tal groups and national legislator Su 
Huann-Chi to raise awareness among 
the Taiwanese people of the project's 
serious impacts. The coalition, called 
SAVE (Spoonbill Action Voluntary 
Echo), is campaigning to 
bring public pressure on the 
Taiwanese government to 
halt the project. 

In March, a SAVE del- 
egation was joined by 
members of the UN Com- 
mittee on Energy and in- 
ternational black-faced 
spoonbill experts on an 
important trip to Taiwan. 

SAVE presented its most 
recent research findings, 
along with a growing list 
of endorsing organiza- 
tions, to Taiwan's national 
legislature, the director of 
Taiwan's EPA and to the 
heads of several political 
parties, including 
Taiwan's Green Party. 

The last hurdle faced by 
the Tuntex Consortium, 


the Bin-nan project's developer, is ap- 
proval of the EIA. Just recently, the 
EIA review committee handed down a 
decision protecting one-third of the 
lagoon. This may or may not have the 
Tuntex Consortium packing its bags, 
looking for a riper opportunity else- 
where. Nonetheless, approval of the 
EIA would be in violation of the 
biodiversity protection principle of 
Agenda 21, the Rio Earth Summit's 
blueprint for sustainable development, 
which Taiwan has committed to re- 
specting. Denying the project will not 
necessarily be the end of the struggle; 
another group is in the works with a 
back-up proposal for an airport and 
highway for the same area, and the 
Tuntex Consortium is sure to look 
elsewhere. 

For more information, contact Mat- 
thew Smeltzer, SAVE Coordinator at 
UC Berkeley, Department of Landscape 
Architecture and Environmental Plan- 
ning, 202 Wurster Hall, Berkeley, CA, 
94720; (510) 528-8283; fax 549-9431; 
msmeltze@ced.berkeley.edu; http:// 
www4.ced.berkeley.edu: 8004/ 
student_org/save. 


Rhinos Under Attack 



A black-faced spoonbill in the threatened lagoon 


by Don Ogden 

Edward O. Wilson says the rate of 
extinction in the world's rainforests 
may exceed 50,000 species a year, 137 
a day, six an hour, and the number of 
species on Earth is being re- 
duced by a rate 1,000 to 
10,000 times higher than 
in prehuman times. When 
I revisit these sad num- 
bers, I often think of the 
rhinoceros. 

Here is a creature that 
has dwelled upon this planet 
for 50 million years. Yet today, 
the Sumatran rhinos' numbers 
are as few as 400 individuals, 
and a mere 70 Javan rhinos 
exist. The three other species 
are: Indian rhino (2,100 re- 
maining), white rhino (7, 600 
remaining), black rhino 
(2,500 remaining). These 
numbers include both wild 
and captive populations. 

Without drastic action, four of 
the five rhino species could be extinct 
in the wild within the next decade. 

The rhinoceros has roamed this 
planet from what seems like the be- 
ginning of time. Humans, on the other 


POACHING PUSHES SPECIES CLOSER TO EXTINCTION 


hand, have tread this same Earth for 
only a fraction of that time. It is, once 
again, that same violation we visit 
upon the an- 


cient 

woods, 


red- 



ageless elements. While the rhino is, 
to some, the embodiment of tenac- 
ity; the human has become the em- 
bodiment of incoherence. In our 
weakness of mind, we remove that 


which sustains us. 

As if that were not irony enough, 
recall that the rhino's horn is sold on 
the black-market as an aphrodisiac in 
Asian countries such as China, 
Singapore and Taiwan, as well as for 
ceremonial dagger handles in Yemen. 
No mistake should be made, if any 
creature that walks this Earth is sacred, 
surely the rhino is one. 

So, what can we do here on Turtle 
Island where the rhino no longer dwells, 
or in Europe, still a great dis- 
tance from those dwindling 
herds? These animals and 
their tormentors seem so 
far away. The Interna- 
tional Rhino 

Foundation(IRF) is mak- 
ing efforts to protect the 
remainingrhinos. Though 
most of its work is far from 
drastic action, it operates an 
Adopt a Guard/Patrol Program in 
Garamba National Park, Republic of 
Congo. Sponsors contribute anywhere 
from $20 to $200 a month to outfit and 
support African guards to protect the 
rhinos. These armed anti-poaching pa- 


trols in Garamba are the only thing 
standing between 25 Northern white 
rhinos and extinction. Poachers in the 
area have already killed one guard and 
two rhinos this year. It's a rhino war. It 
seems to make some additional sense 
for IRF to expand its guard program to 
other sites, most notably to Indonesia 
and Malaysia where the most endan- 
gered of all, the Sumatran rhino 
( dicerorhinus sumatrensis), or hairy 
rhino, has declined 50 percent over the 
last ten years due to poaching. 

Yes, drastic action is needed, but folks 
who don't want to pony up the bucks 
for IRF's Adopt a Guard/Patrol Program 
will have to devise their own strategies 
and tactics. The more tame among us 
will have to satisfy themselves with 
lobbying Congress to fully fund the US 
Rhino and Tiger Conservation Act. 
Meanwhile, the rhino population con- 
tinues to fall. 

For more information contact the 
International Rhino Foundation, 
14000 International Rd., Cumberland, 
OH 43732. (614) 638-2286; fax 638- 
2287; IRhinoF@aol.com; http:// 
www.rhinos-irf.org. 
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strous Tongass Sale 

est Guardians recently appealed 
ntrol Lake timber sale in Alaska's 
s National Forest. As one of the 
st and most ecologically destruc- 
; mber sales in the United States, 
remove near! 

»r 12,000 log 

acres over the next five , 
ty-six percent of the timber sale 
will be clearcut. Most astound- 
e US Forest Service (USFS) will 
ct 42 miles of new roads to 
s the forest. 

USFS admits there will be a 
significant impact on wildlife popu- 
lations, including deer, marten and 
black bear. Yet, none of these im- 
pacts were included in the Environ- 
mental Analysis of the sale. Further, 
the USFS used outdated timber mar- 
ket demand information for eco- 
nomic calculations. In fact, the 
Tongass National Forest's 1996 tim- 
ber programmes! US taxpayers nearly | 

For more information, contact John 
; ,9S ®ning, Forest Guardians, 1413 Sec- 
~ reet, Santa Fe, NM 87505; (505) 
26; fax 989-8623; www. 
or. 

Radio Berkeley 
enced by FCC 

Ih- the wake of a nigh 
decision, pirate radio fla; 

Radio Berkeley (FRB) has go: 
air. On June 1 7, Judge Claudi; 

" the Federal Commur 
ission (FCC) an inji 


legal 
Free 
the 
Vilken 
rations 
tion 
■gu nifai - 
t afternoon, FRB's five-year 
efiance came to an end. The 
;t community station b^d given 
^.^.o...-Wt!«fS.and other activists a 
voice unavailable elsewhere. Dunifer 
and FRB are pioneers in the struggle 
Recess to broadcast me' 
the lead in litigation agai 
s blatantly pro-corporate li 
irocess'. 

e the decision, there have been 
two instances of direct action 
L's frequency in the Berkeley 
area. Other community micropower 
stations from Seattle, WA, to 
Gaipsyille, FL, remain in operation. 
f ~~ — ;p Ervin, a representative of the 





IBBL. -- rr--r iM L- ****?■ 

Black Liberation Radio movement, 
has called for a campaign of direct 
action against the FCC and its corpo- 
rate master, the National Association 
of Broadcasters. 

■ 

Polish Base Camp Busted 

On June 8, police raided a protest 
camp and arrested 24.people in- 
volved 1 ! n the month-long defense of 
Poland's Mount St. Anna nature re- 
serve. Activists were demonstrating 
the A4 motorway that is to 
>ugh the reserve. Under Pol- 
new highways are forbidden 
iated landscape parks. How- 
tegional authorities decided 
rip of land across the park 
belong to the park, making 
>r the A 4 motorway. An en- 
- mt had been on the roadway 
Jril 30 when outraged citi- 
ilt tree Irouses in defense of 

.*a is home to 600 species of 
ies and numerous rare plants, 
ad would also cut through an 
‘ woodland and destroy an 
; village. According to the 
Federation, police were ap- 
1 "Vr maunnered than the 
is who tried to attack 
thee 3 by chasing protesters with 
| off-r. vehicles and by beating 
HBBI ™ ’ hibs v Th«- camp has dis 

I 
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The SacramemtoShuftle: 

or what's a nice forest doinc in a place like this? 


by Darryl Cherney 

Unless we have a revolution in the 
next few months, the reality is that the 
fate of Headwaters forest will ultimately 
be decided in the political arena. In 
accordance with the Headwaters agree- 
ment, a back-room deal brokered by 
Senator Diane Feinstein (D-CA) and 
then-Deputy Secretary of State John 
Garamendi, the federal government has 
already appropri- 
ated $250 million 
plus tax breaks and 
8,000 acres of sec- 
ond-growth land 
to give to Charles 
Hurwitz, the CEO 
of Maxxam and 
Pacific Lumber. 

The feds have also 
promised Hurwitz an approval of a Habi- 
tat Conservation Plan (HCP) enabling 
him to log the remaining 200,000 acres 
of Pacific Lumber forestland not pro- 
tected by the agreement. 

There's another hitch. The California 
Legislature must also approve an addi- 
tional $130 million to pay for its share 
of Headwaters, and the legislators aren't 
all that thrilled about forking over the 
big bucks with no strings attached. State 
Senator Byron Sher and others have 
introduced compromise legislation that 
would require modest 180-foot stream 
buffers and 50-year protection for some 
of the smaller unacquired old-growth 
redwood groves before the $ 1 30 million 
is allocated. Governor "Sneaky Pete" 
Wilson, on the other hand, wants des- 
perately to simply appropriate a line 
item through the budget process allo- 
catingthe funds without additional con- 
ditions. No one is sure if any of this will 
fly through the legislature by August 3 1 , 
1998, when the session ends. Some 
would prefer to simply start all over 
again in 1999 with a new governor and 
legislature. This might put the state and 
the forest in a better negotiating posi- 
tion. However, the federal appropria- 
tion expires on March 1, 1999, and 
unless the feds extend their deadline 
(which is possible), the state would only 
have two months to pass a better pack- 


age once the new session starts in Janu- 
ary, which would be most difficult, to 
say the least. 

Of course, some folks don't want 
Hurwitz to receive any funds at all and 
would rather wait until early 1999 for 
resolution of the Office of Thrift Su- 
pervision trial, wherein Hurwitz's li- 
ability for a failed Texas Savings and 
Loan will be determined in. Once his 
financial obligation is determined 


(which could total $1 billion), a pos- 
sible "debt for nature" swap could be 
engineered without any additional 
funds being allocated by taxpayers. In 
other words, the political scene is a 
confused jumble of possibilities that 
Hurwitz would like to escape from 
quickly with the cash, land and tax- 
breaks in hand. 

Many of the elected officials involved 
are not exactly rock solid on issues of 
ecology and justice. For example, demo- 
cratic state Senator Mike Thompson, 
currently running for the US Congress, 
favors Governor Pete Wilson's proposal 


to simply give the money to Hurwitz 
through the budget. Pressure from en- 
vironmentalists has moved Thomp- 
son to agree to add a few environmen- 
tal safeguards to the deal, but his heart 
isn't in it. And unfortunately, local 
politicians running for re-election are 
often reluctant to stick their necks out 
too far for fear of having their heads 
chainsawed off by the timber industry. 

It is illegal for the state of California to 
pay out more than 
fair market value 
for land it is acquir- 
ing, and most be- 
lieve that the 
$100,000 per acre 
Hurwitz would re- 
ceive is vastly in- 
flated. Consider 
that Maxxam only 
paid $900 million for the entire com- 
pany. Hurwitz immediately soldoff $400 
million of non-timber related assets (a 
huge welding operation, a San Fran- 
cisco office building and most of the 
pension fund). That means that the 
taxpayers would be paying Hurwitz 80 
percent of the price he paid for Pacific 
Lumber's 180,000 acres, sawmills, ma- 
chinery and company town in exchange 
for four percent of its land base. Seems 
like a bad deal. And to quote State 
Senator Tom Hayden's recent assess- 
ment of the situation, "No deal is better 
than a bad deal." 



The "Web of Life Field School" wants to cut these redwoods. 


That means taxpayers would be paying Hurwitz 80 

PERCENT OF THE PRICE HE PAID FOR PACIFIC LUMBER'S 
1 80,000 ACRES, SAWMILLS, MACHINERY AND COMPANY 
TOWN IN EXCHANCE FOR FOUR PERCENT OF ITS LAND BASE. 


You'd think that a summer camp which calls itself the Web 
of Life Field School Experience would place high priority on 
preserving the biotic integrity of the camp site. You'd think, 
but you'd be wrong. The Berkeley YMC A's camp, one of seven 
sites in California, claims to offer "schools and other groups 
[an] outdoor residential learning experience on which to 
build an appreciation of the natural world to enlighten 
students to the interdependence of all things." But campers 
who look beyond a thin scenic buffer are only going to be 
enlightened about the interconnectedness of big trees and 
big money when they return next summer, for the Berkeley 
YMCA has filed a 315-acre timber harvest plan that will cut 
101 acres of late serai redwoods and Douglas firs. 

The site includes old-growth trees between five and eight 
feet in diameter, some in areas that have never been 
entered before, as well as two consecutive waterfalls — a 
camper's paradise. If it is logged, some of Sonoma County's 
last old-growth redwood and Douglas fir would be lost. 

Though the camp swiped its motto from John Muir 
("When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it 
hitched to everything else in the universe"), the executive 
director of the YMCA office in Berkeley, Larry Bush, says the 
area will be logged to fulfill a "short-term cash need of 
$1,000,000." Indeed, such short-term thinking typifies the 
greenwashed camp. Every summer, camp authorities create 


a temporary reservoir for the canoeing and swimming 
pleasure of campers. Every year for the last ten years, a 
bulldozer has been driven up the center of the Little River to 
create a seven-foot gravel embankment holding water back 
for over three-fourths of a mile, devastating stream habitat 
conditions. The five days of dozer work produce solid brown 
water downstream for miles . Every winter, once the campers 
have gone, the dam is blown out by high winter flows. 

Some unhappy campers have gotten wind of the ill- 
considered logging plan and intend to show the YMCA that 
any logging attempts will be hitched to serious protest. 
While local environmental groups attempt to work out a 
conservation easement to preserve the trees, Friends of Old 
Growth has been meeting with local Earth Firstiers. Like the 
punk-ass kid at every summer camp, Earth First! intends to 
sow a little rebellion in the ranks. 

To get involved or for more information, contact Friends 
of Old Growth at POB 281, Little River, CA 95456; (707) 937- 
4335 and Sonoma County EF! at POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 
95407; (707) 523-1229. The public comment period has 
been extended to mid-August. Contact Larry Bush, YMCA, 
2016 Center St., Berkeley, CA 94704; (510) 549-4515, fax 
649-9885 and tell him to shelve the plan and go for the 
conservation easement. 

— INFORMATION PROVIDED BY TOMAS FlORE 
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No Compromise in Defense of Earth Mothers 


— — ^WM. 

Just the beginning of a long-overdue conversation... 

. 

These four pages will be discussing the issues of birth, parenting, and midwifery within the context of radical environmen- 
talism. This is hardly a new topic, however we will be discussing new aspects of this issue, giving voice to those activists who 
are successfully combining activism and parenthood. 

Many times, Earth first lers react “vehemently” and defensively toward parents. This comes front our knowledge of human 
impacts on wild places, and it’s a response to the dominant patriarchal culture which pressures young people to reproduce. We, 
as a movement, have countered this with a blanket dogma of “don’t reproduce.” Overall, this can be a healthy response: it helps 
decrease population, and it empowers those women (and men) who really don’t want to reproduce anyway. 

The problem with this dogma, though, is that it comes with an unflattering set of assumptions about those who do want to 
reproduce, creating an atmosphere where activist parents (especially mothers) are marginalized, alienated, and even treated 
abusively by fellow activists. The net result is a weaker movement. 

We feel that it’s time to openly discuss these issues, question our assumptions, and give activist parents an opportunity to 
voice their experiences. We may not all come to consensus on this topic — it's not the first time and won't be the last time that 
we’ve had divergent opinions in this movement. But the bottom line is that we need to have honest, respectful dialogue with 
each other, support each other, and stand up for ourselves, our children, and the future of our movement! 

■ - •» - ■ sfiffcFV* HI SSISilill Wsm 
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by Karen Wood 1 

So— you consider yourself|pro-choice, 
mean, a woman should have t^ae right to ah 
pregnancy in her own body, and, after all, 
many humans running amok on our plane 
right? You’ve been to the pro-ghoice rallie; 
bet you shrink in abhorrencejri the propaj 
pressure tactics used by the f|rjtight on 
women who are in that vu] 
what may be the - 

- 
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better described as “anti-birth.” 

This attitude gets carried even further until it 
becomes a general disrespect for parents and children, 
even when those families stay active in environmental 
issues. Somehow the fact that we have “bred” disquali- 

essential EF! bonding activities as civil disobedience, 


I'm/gpeCttngpMy TubeyTCedU.. 

by Laura McKenzie 

What do Earth Firstlers have against pregnancy? 
Why are there good activists who sometimes feel 
outcast and alienated because they have children? 
Speaking for myself, I am a childless women in my 
early 20’s who is getting my tubes tied for many 
reasons, including the environmental effects of over- 
population/over-consumption, the heart-ripping fear of 
what kind of Earth our kids are going to inherit, and 
the lack of acceptance and support for children in our 
community and in society as a whole. It saddens me to 
see this kind of attitude within the EF! movement, too. 

Part of being a community is supporting each 
other and helping to guide each other to make good, 
empowered choices. Not too long ago we lived in 
communities where a mother would be supported and 
given help in raising her children by other women (and 
men'). In the EF! community, I am one of those 
helpers, and I greatly enjoy being with and learning 
from the children in our movement. 

I’m glad more people are choosing not to have 
children, especially those who aren’t emotionally ready 
for the responsibility. Bat activists who do choose to 
reproduce need our sunbiirt! And* I. for one. am thank- 


most difficult 


lives. If a woman 
doesn’t want to 
birth, by the gods, 
no one should get 
in her way! - ‘ J| 

* ||fhat if she wants to 
t then, isn’t it? Thed 
one of^-them)'’ 
ignorance 
FcTri / , ^ 
disrespect,, an; 
my supposed “pfo-choi; 
everything from jaisei. 
told to my face by an'felde 
“raping the E^rtffil 
I’m sure the same frien 
agement, approval, am 


rm 
atia6\ 


that I was “rapirt£ the ‘Eartfu 


rirth? Well- 
comes ; 
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itatii 

ids. 

lave 


, Ihavefi&ced pressure, 
m several of 
subjected to 
ortion; to being 
spect that I was 
ing an abortion, 
ould nave offered encour-. 
owever, in a weird 


suppo: 

twist on the idea of “choice,” vMat I found is that, at 
least in the Earth First! movement, “pro-choic||fo-&®» 

Birth First! A 


Birth First! is a 
movement who believes 
reproduction is a hell of a lot more compli 
bumper-sticker slogans like “Copulate 
late,” (even if we did corn; 

That message 
only part of theji 

not the dogmatil 1 •• - 

sovereigrity„6f a woman? dyer lifer ownrhpdy 
own future. We also believe that filirth mothers* 
lot in commorfwith«l\|o,ther Earth, and we are 
to elucidate these o 
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r birth children has impoverished the 
movement. Not only does the movemen 
drive away perfectly good activists, but — 
* e opppriunity for growth t|ai comei 

w things more inspiring than ! 

’ 1 tell a National Forest Su; 
hit-r-especially when you 
those:woods ten times 

a tubal m 


ifestyle police” who gave me ..... ... 

will send their apprOyhl my way 
on’t want in the least.j 
ips andself-righteoufjlaagmen 
mei Instead, 111 be looking into my 
id seeing enough beauty arid lovi 
ny activism for a lifetime. 
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pport and Get Active inPhjCboice Rights 


arid Birth Control Education '%'j 






ated than We strive to make birth a moment o' 
,’t Pqpu- the Earth and to all that is wild and 


see 


already here living more simply. We believe that the 
best way to reduce human population is not by impos- 
ing legal or moral sanctions, but rather, it is to support 
a culture where only wanted children are bom. We 
believe that improved education, social status, and 
economic opportunities for women, and unrestricted 
access to birth control and abortion, empowers us to 
make healthier choices for ourselves, for our children, 
for society, and for the planet. 

We take the stand that we must all work to 
support women who chfeose to have' abortions as well 
as those who choose'te have babies. We believe that all 
babies should be born in natural, empowered situa- 



way. 


Wm 

e ? 

human can occupy 
idem society teaches us to put or 
faith in the, technocratic, industrial, 
medical machine. We believe that the real 
threat to the Earth: from continued population in- 
crease r„fests riof only in how many babies are born, but 
also, in the way they are bom. We envision a world 
where our primary connection-that of a wild critter 
gloriously attached to Mother Earth-is begun at birth 
and nurtured throughout one’s life. 

Just as we strive to live in harmony with the 
Earth in all other aspects of our lives, so must we 
reconcile our birthing practices with our vision for the 
future. Wie do not encourage women to have babies, but 
we do acknowledge that women will continue to 
lovingly choose to have babies, and so we defend their 


Get tolKnow Mothers 

Understand Their Choices . 

"friendly^ii^at ^ 

cle/Auntie to a Kid 
■Child .Zl \ 

educe Own 1st World Consumer^abits'’' 
4.( Practiqe Birth Contfpl^K J. 

3. Get a Vasectomy/Tubal Ligation V 
2. Become Celibate 

1. Jump Off a Bridge ’ 
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arid unre 

movement together, so' 
scapegoating and self-righteous indignation is better 
directed toward corporate plunderers and slimy 
politicians than at your sister activist-mamas who are 
taymg back at base camp to cook dinner, staying back 

* i to do media work, staying up long after the 

are in bed to do organizing, and yes, even 
ctive -enough to be teaching their children 
jteeting the Earth. 

iu want to know more about the concept of 
rst!, read the books in the suggested reading 
section and learn about standard technological 
interventions, common genital mutilation, and the 
tortures and abuses that women are exposed to in the 
process of birthing at the hands of the corporate 
medical system. Ask your mother, aunts, sisters, and 
friends what their hospital births were like. Chances 
are that you will see a well-accepted medical establish- 
ment which injects technology, patriarchy, and 
capitalism into every step of a woman’s pregnancy, 
labor and birth, thus insuring early indoctrination into 
this Earth-killing, technocratic society. 

No Compromise in Defense of Mother Earth! 

No Compromise in Defense of ~ “ A 
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A Hip Mama 



by Jill Ondrey 


So, you’re a childless activist and you just can’t see how parent/child 
issues affect you? Well, they do, and they affect the movement overall, too. 
We can either include children and parents into our activism and really 
contribute something positive to the next generation, or we can let the 
overpopulation issue create divisions between us. 

I hope that by sharing some personal experiences you will be able to 
understand the need for change in this movement’s attitude about activists 
having children. 

The first time I felt belittled for choosing to be a mother was two days 
before I gave birth to my daughter. I was at an EF! “No Thanks” Thanks- 
giving feast. In my early stages of labor I listened in on a conversation that 
started something like this, “Can you believe she’s having another kid?!?” I 
won’t go into details, but that particular conversation just kept feeding 
itself into a frenzy against activists who are having babies. In the presence 
of another’s home, I simply slunk into the other room to prepare for my 
next contraction. 

I now live with my beautiful daughter in a community that is set up for 
activists to be able to live-out the lifestyle that they promote through their 
activism. There are many wonderful people who pass through and live in the 
community who are aware of parent/child needs. They contribute as a commu- 
nity, and I am grateful for them. However, many activists don’t have a clue. I 
have come to the conclusion that when an activist sponges off struggling 
mothers for food, gas, and money, that there is an awareness problem. 

What we need is awareness and action! As activists we spend endless 
hours educating ourselves about many different issues. So let’s also learn 



about parent/child 
issues and help keep 
this movement alive 
and healthy. The best 
resource for educating 
yourself is your local 
activist mama or papa. 
Ask them about their 
needs and how you can 
help. Ask the kids too. 
To get you started, 
here’s a few sugges- 
tions: 

9 Get to know kids and 
parents. 

9 Offer to get a nursing 
mama food or drink. 

9 Make yourself 
available to hold or 
watch children — even 
when they cry. 

9 Offer to watch 
children so parents can 
attend workshops and 
discussions. 

9 Realize that kids are 
the next generation: 
treat them with respect 
and listen to them. 

9 Volunteer at kids’ 
camp. 

9 Come up with 
creative ways to teach 
kids about respecting 
the Earth and each 
other. 

9 Recognize that 
parenting is hard work 
and is a contribution to 
the community or 
campaign. 

The greatest 
outcome of our efforts 


is that we will be 


raising another generation of activists. If we teach positive activism and 
include the children in our movement, they will become adults that care 
for, protect, and defend the Earth and each other. Helping the next genera- 
tion stand up for what they believe in is a necessary part of our effective- 
ness today — and tomorrow! 


Womyn’s Choice and Responsibility 
to Community and the Earth 

by Wolverine 

When I was 211 had an abortion. It was an unnerving experience in societal 
techno-alienation, in which my partner was barred from the experience, I was 
tranquilized, vacuumed out, then not even 
escorted as I walked down the long fluores- 
cent-lit glaring hallway to my bed of sorrow. 

There was no ceremony, no processing of what 
happened, no friends there to comfort me. 

Ten years later, I was pregnant by choice. 

When I gave birth, midwifery was illegal in 
Canada, but nonetheless, midwives gave me 
incredibly nurturing, professional care, the way 
I wanted it — at home — making the experience 
our positive direct action. I chose to have my 
child after long deliberation. This commitment 
is for the lifetime of the parent and has implica- 
tions for future generations. The birthing 
decision has ramifications not just to the 
mother, but to the new life, the partner, and all 
other beings — not just humans. My advice is 
don’t have a child unless you’re absolutely sure 
you want a child, as it is guaranteed to change 
your life in many ways. 

However, you needn’t stop being an 
activist if you have a child. That would be 
doing yourself, the child, other people, and the 
Earth a disservice. My son was in my womb 
during a Greenpeace action on the Columbia 
River, at a court appearance for that action, 
and in a White Train Action where I wore a 
sign over my belly reading, “seven months 
pregnant.” By one month of age, he was 
accompanying me on long hikes, meetings, 
and direct actions. I wrote articles for the 
Earth First! Journal while he napped, and 
throughout his life I have continued to take 
him to most of the actions, meetings, and 
conferences I attend. He is starting to contrib- 
ute to meetings and participate in workshops 
such as Copwatch and Blockading Techniques. 

He also knows how to field check a timber 
sale, can identify many wild plants and 
animals, and likes to think up creative direct 
action blockading methods. He’s convinced he 
could run our activist organization more 
effectively than we could, and given time, he 
probably could! 

But, he’s still a kid, who will with equal 
fervor discuss a political subject or the latest 
Star Trek book. Letting kids be kids is really 
important, for that’s when they develop a 
close, intuitive relationship with the Earth 
and animals. Kids need Nature, friends, and 
supportive family, but I 
reject the notion that 
parents should give up 
activism to give their 
kids the mainstream 
Amerikan version of 
childhood, complete 
with a plethora of 
competitive sports 
(preparing a war-like 
mentality), vicious fads 
and fashion conformity, 
cliquishness, military 
recruiting in the 
schools, war toys, video 
games promoting 
killing, computer and 
T.V. passivity and 
alienation, etc. Kids 
will better benefit from 
their parents following 
their own path of 
continuous growth and 
enlightenment, setting 
an example, and taking 
them along on the ride 
of biocentric action and 
growing awareness. 


COPULATE, DON’T POPULATE! 

Vasectomy is the way to be, 
it's good for you and it's" good for me 
Chorus: 

ooh, ooh, ooh, ooh, aah aah aah 
ooh, ooh, ooh, ooh, aah aah aah 
copulate don't populate, 
copulate don't populate 
Tubal ligation is lots of fun, 
you get no kids, but you get valium 
Chorus 

Too many people, not enough trees, 
it's time to get a grip on the birds & bees 
Chorus 

I'll have you're kids. I'll wipe their snot, 
barefoot and pregnant, NOT! 

Chorus' 

written as the sun was setting over the 
Siskiyous mountains, after 1 bpttle of tequila, 
by 2 wild wimmin, before they had their 3 kids! 



"Can't Get Revolution Without Women, Can't Get 








Misanthropic Mamas for Wilderness, Unite! 


Torn misanthrope to 
mother, I have 6een on an 
unexpected journey. 


by Mollie Matteson 

Maybe this isn’t a common problem. Maybe you’ve decided to have children and 
see no conflict with your environmental principles. Maybe you have chosen not to 
have any children because you didn’t want to contradict your environmental 
principles. Quite possibly you do not feel tom, as I do, by dual passions: love of wild 
Nature, and love of your own children. However, if you do, I would like to hear from 

you. I am a walking contradiction who 
would appreciate some company. 

As a teenager, I became conscious of 
the threats to our 
future from the 
Evil Empire, 
nuclear Armaged- 
don, and a 
depleted ozone 

layer. By the time I N ^- 

read the Ehrlichs’ 

Population Bomb, I had all the reasons I 
needed to choose a life without offspring. I 
felt no instinct to reproduce and nurture a 
baby, and in any event, what kind of 
future would they have? 

In my late twenties, I got pregnant. It 
was not an “accident.” My husband had 
made up his mind long ago that he 
wanted children. We disagreed vehe- 
mently for a time. When my job leading 
families on guided trips through 
Yellowstone Park brought me in contact 
with kids I found charming, smart, and 
fun, I began to think differently about 
having children and parenting. 

I finally changed my mind about 
having kids when I began to wonder if I 
might someday regret not having them. 
This is not a very noble reason for 
producing a child, but then again, I don’t 
believe Nature intended to rely on our 
nobility in order to continue the species. 

And so, my husband and I had a 
daughter. Three years later, we had a son. 
If not a population bomb, then a popula- 
tion grenade had certainly exploded in our 
household. 

From misanthrope to mother, I have 
been on an unexpected journey. Now I 
want to snuggle every baby I see, and am 
so taken with the magic and power of 
birth that I am considering becoming a 
midwife. I smile at pregnant women. I 
want to tag after new families with their 
fresh little infants, just so I can catch a 
whiff, once again, of that uniquely sweet 
and powerful fragrance of love, when a 
baby is born to willing parents. 

I love my children wildly, desperately, 
proudly, happily, and I also continually 
struggle to be more patient and attentive 
to them. No experience has rewarded me more, spiritually and emotionally. 

But I was trained as an ecologist. The reality I see is that the growth of the 
human population has meant, and will continue to mean, a diminishment of the 
diversity and abundance of other species, as well as a decrease in the extent of wild, 
undisturbed habitat around the world. I simply cannot persuade myself that more 
people, be they mine or anyone else’s, is a plus for the planet. 

As a long-time reader of the Earth First! Journal, Wild Earth, and other 
biocentrist publications, I have seen plenty of arguments against human breeding. 
And although I sympathize with the basic logic they contain, I cringe when I read 
these pieces. This is partially out of guilt: I’m a breeder twice over. But there is also 
in such writings, perhaps inevitably, a grating self-righteousness, an emptiness, 
and a pitiable dullness with regard to what the vast majority of human beings find 
most precious and worthwhile in their lives. Can such a gap — between “anti- 
natalists,” who often me the staunchest defenders of wild places and creatures, and 
parents, who may or may not be environmentalists but are undoubtedly in the 
majority worldwide — ever be bridged? 

Over the years I’ve read a couple of essays that take tin this difficult question. 
The argument goes basically like this: I am a hard-core eco-warrior. I love the 
wilderness and I fight to protect it. I am also a parent. I am going to do my best to 
raise my kidfs) to feel the same way I do, and who knows, maybe biophilia is 
genetic, so this will be an ultimate gain for the planet despite the resources my 
kid(s) is going to use up. 

I would sure like to buy into this argument. It would make my conscience rest 
much easier. But I find it unconvincing. There is a frightening tone of elitism, along 
the lines of “My kids are superior to other kids, because I am a superior parent 
(philosophically, genetically).” f 



Then there is the notion that parents can or should have control over what 
their children become, how they think, or what their aspirations should be. How- 
ever, my children’s spirits are their own and I cannot feel comfortable with appro- 
priating them in any way, including trying to shape them so I can rationalize 
having kids in the first place. As parents, all we can do is to provide food and 
shelter and love for our little nestlings, and then when they can fly, they go where 
they will. They cannot, and will not, exist to satisfy our own principles, though we 
can hope that their own principles closely resemble ours. 

The conundrum of having children is that it is completely selfish (as the popula- 
tion critics say) and at the same time, demands complete selflessness. And 
this selflessness is, finally, where the bearing and nurturing of children 
might be reconciled with the preservation of wilderness and wild things. 

I believe that the parental-child relationship is the basis for altruistic 
behavior. The child learns to be kind to others because he or she has been 
loved. The adult learns that by being kind to another, she or he experi- 

ences and receives love. Between mother and child, this lesson is not simply 

a mental exercise, but a physiological phenomenon expressed in breastmilk, 
flowing hormones, and multiplying neurons. Humans learn to be humane mostly 
from their relations with other people, though some of us have learned this from 
animals, and even plants, as well. 

Whereas some people can experience devotion to a cause, a place, or a species, 
and can commit their fives to securing a future they have no direct, genetic invest- 
ment in, I think that many people find the fullest expression of their generosity and 
love in the enterprise of caring for and protecting their children. 

Could it be a good thing for our species that in a future some anti-natalists may 
dream of, most humans do not experience, or even witness, the relationship of 
parent to child? Could this be a good thing even for wilderness and wild things? The 

population critics will cry loudly, “My goodness, 
Yes!” But I cannot be so sure. 

An argument often used to advance the 
cause of the humane treatment of animals was 
that the abuse of animals reflected poorly on 
the moral character of humans. I should say, 
in a rather reverse fashion, that the way our 
society treats childbearing and the rearing of 
children reflects our attitude toward Nature. 
And what I see is not reassuring. 

s If I become a midwife, it will be good for my 

business if you have lots of babiesrBut, because I 
love wolf pups, salmon fry, and spotted owlets as well, I have to admit I hope you 
choose to limit your reproduction to a small family, if you choose to procreate at all. 

Since I am concerned about the impact of the human population on all other 
planetary fife, I have to acknowledge that those who forgo childbearing are perform- 
ing an ecological service. However, I hope those who do so will consider that our 
ability as a species to act beneficently and humbly toward the natural world may be 
contingent on the generosity of spirit and the confidence that humans gain in their 
relationships with one another. And if this is true, there can certainly be no more 
powerful school of love, understanding, and mutual giving than that contained in 
the circle of parent and child. 


...the zvay our society treats 
cfiCdBearing and the rearing of 
children reflects our attitude 
toward 9jature. Sind what I 
see is not reassuring. 


Papa Bear Goes to the DPR 

•V •; 

- . ' • . .. " 

BY SMOKEY ' ' 

It is trite but true: being a parent has given a whole new meaning and 
purpose to my life and activism in Earth First!. In past years at EF! Rendez- 
vous, I’ve spent too many hours attending long workshops and meetings, but 
during this recent gathering in Cascadia I followed my child’s natural in- 
stincts for R & R at the RRR. We hiked the forest trails, swam in the lake, 
howled at the moon, listened to musicians and poets, and played and laughed 
with fellow EF! kids of all ages. There was no agenda, no schedule, no plans, 
but instead, our actions were guided each moment by a spontaneous organic 
consensus. I dare say I have learned more about the fruits of anarchy from my 

daughter than from all 

x the treatises and 

polemics ever 
printed on paper. 

Introducing my 
daughter to EF!ers I 
have known for 
many years, I felt a 
greater affinity with 

x ' them upon seeing the 

joy in their faces from 

meeting her. Even those I assumed would be misanthropic, macho, manly men 
softened and smiled at my child’s playful antics, and listened astounded at her 
uninhibited truths. And it was truly gratifying to see how many loving aunties 
and uncles offered to hold, feed, or play with her — not just for her sake, but 
their own. New and old friends welcomed her into our extended tribal family, 
and made it fairly easy to be a single papa with a toddler at the Rendezvous. I 
believe our Rendezvous are creating the seedbed for a future ecotopian culture 
that respects the role of children as natural guides who can teach us new 
dimensions of joyful play and wonderment in Nature. 


I have L earned more a6out the fruits of 
anarchy from my daughter than from aft the 
treatises and polemics ever printed on paper. 


evolution Without Children.... 


-Arrested Development 
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BiRTk, PoliTics, & Corporate ProRts 


by Karen Bee 

When you think of being pregnant and giving birth 
(come on guys — try this visualization), where do you 
envision yourself? If you are healthy and you even 
consider the hospital, you have just bought into the 
corporate, governmental, patriarchal mass-marketing of 
fear-based, high-tech, non-sacred, disempowering birth. 
This mass-marketing began in the early 1900's with the 
American Medical Association's attempt to eliminate 
midwives. They wanted all women in the hospital for the 
convenience of the doctors, for the training of medical 
students, for the $$$$$$, and for their egos. Three genera- 
tions later, 99% of the population is birthing in hospitals, 
and the mass-marketing and persecution of midwives 
continues. But, research has shown again and again and 
again that birth is just as safe at home as in the hospital 
with the first baby, and even safer at home with the 
second or subsequent babies. Ego and economics main- 
tains the status quo, as Earth defenders know all too well. 

When one steps into a hospital to have a baby, it can 
be compared to a prison. The hospital rules and regula- 
tions are there mostly to protect the staff from malprac- 
tice suits and to increase efficiency. This medical model 
of birthing is designed with the doctor in mind, not the 
woman and baby! 

I have met very few midwives who are there for the 
$$$$, but are there because they love babies and care 
about womyn, and are actively resisting the patriarchal, 
corporate, industrial medical system! 

Here are some examples of how technological ad- 
vances and corporate control of our bodies are manifested: 

—►The California State Supreme Court ruled that 
"women do not have a constitutional right to choose 
their place of birth." Well, if women can't choose, then 
who's choosing for them? The doctors, the insurance 
companies, the pharmaceutical corporations, the courts... 

— *A"few years ago, hospitals did not allow men to 
witness their babies' births. One man resisted this: he 
locked down to the birth bed and refused to leave his 
partner's side. This incident started a small revolution 
which led to laws allowing fathers to be present at births. 
Direct Action Births. What a concept! 

—►The number of Cesarean sections (major surgery 
where the baby is removed through the abdomen) in the 
U.S. is 25-35%, and in some hospitals as high as 50%. In 
some developing countries, where technology is consid- 
ered "modem" and therefore "better," Cesarean rates are 


sometimes over 80%! Incentives for Cesareans: doctors 
make more money for less time, get to use more technol- 
ogy, and can schedule Cesareans at their own conve- 
nience. Think of Industrial Forestry — it's the same 
ideology at work here. In contrast, most midwives' 
Cesarean rates are between 2-6%. 

—►Nestles is still pushing formula on at least 39 Third- 
World countries, causing mothers to stop breastfeeding, 
leading to massive starvation, illness, and 1,500,000 infant 
deaths a year. In 1997, Nestle Corporation showed 15% 
growth in profits, and $46.8 billion in sales.' Boycott the 
Bastards! Products owned by Nestles include: Celestial 
Seasonings, Gulden's Mustard, Crunch N Munch, Jiffy 
Popcorn, Contadina, Calistoga, Perrier, Today Contracep- 
tives, Advil, Anacin, Anbesol, Arthritis Pain Formula, 
Compound W, Denorex, Primatene, Q-Tips. 

-►And the list goes on and on. There's genetic testing, 
cloning, artificial breast milk, artificial uteruses, etc. 
Meanwhile we are poisoning our planet, creating more 
and more infertile men and women, who then seek out 
fertility specialists, who spend millions of dollars a year in 
the hopes of reproducing. We see a vicious cycle emerg- 
ing, where the planet and the people lose, and the con- 
glomerates take over. We must Resist to Exist! Birth First! 

Midwifery: The 

by Jill Cohen 

Midwifery is as old as time. The word midwife 
means "with woman." Traditionally, the knowledge of 
birth was passed from woman to woman, generation to 
generation. As medicine evolved, birth became increas- 
ingly more technocratic. Women started to hand their 
power over instead of being empowered by the birth 
experience. In the 1970's, women and midwives started 
the Natural Birth Movement, fighting to take back the 
sacred ground of birth. A new surge of normal, more 
natural birth occurred. 

About 98% of birthing women, left uninterrupted, 
without intervention and with loving support, will birth 
without complications. Once we start intervening in 
natural birth with technology and medicine, one thing 
leads to another, and birth becomes an array of wires, 
probes, machines, and in over 35% of the cases in U.S. 
hospitals — a surgical procedure. 

Birth is a time of transformation. It's a spiritual. 



“Performing a Cesarean is the one time that truly gives you the feeling of 
delivering the baby. I remember having my hand in the uterus... I felt a sense 
of excitement and of power and of personal accomplishment that is not 
present in a vaginal birth. This is the time the obstetrician truly delivers the 
baby; in a vaginal birth, it is the mother.” 

•from a male obstetrician, as quoted in “A Woman in Residence.' 


Art and History 


emotional, physical journey. It is life and death, it is our 
future, and it matters! Midwives are dedicated to 
creating natural, positive births, because our children are 
the future, and we must take responsibility. I believe 
midwives hold the future to keeping birth natural. Let us 
not forget the gifts that Mother Nature has given us, for 
in these gifts lay the wisdom which brings forth all life. 

Ed. Note: Today in many states, homebirth xvith midwives 
is still illegal. Many midwives are currently being investi- 
gated, harassed, and even jailed because they offer homebirth 
services, thus threatening the corporate industrial medical 
dominance over women's bodies. Yet, these midwives continue 
to practice, often working "underground . " These are coura- 
geous acts of resistance and ongoing direct actions by these 
defiant midwives. It is important that we acknowledge these 
sister warriors as they work to protect women, babies, and the 
birthing process. 


'Birthing the future 

by Catia Juliana 


If we, as a species, have any hope of rekindling a 
relationship with the Earth, we must start with a 
critical examination of the way birth is controlled and 
managed. Just as the bonding process between a 
newborn and mother is disrupted when the child is 
taken and isolated in a nursery, fed sugar water, 
circumcised, injected, inspected, and kept 
from the arms and breast of a loving 
mother, so is our bonding with 
Mother Earth disrupted when we 
are bom with the use of unneces- 
sary technologies, medications, 
and surgeries. These interven- 
tions are also dangerous — not 
only to the health and welfare of 
the mother and child — but 
dangerous in the larger implica- 
tions for our species and our 
relationship to Wildness. The 
raw power and wildness of birth 
defies Western science’s paradigm of 
domination over Nature. The current medical model 
fears birth, fears women, and seeks to control, subju- 
gate, and dominate the power of Nature. 

But birth teaches us that we must accept Nature 
on Her terms. It teaches us the power of the rushing 
spring river, the force of the exploding volcano, the 
electricity of the lightning bolt. These images come 
close to describing Nature’s force as labor contractions 
surge through the birthing woman’s body, as she 
surrenders to the will of the elements, as she lets go of 
her culturally-conditioned idea that she can control 
Nature. Because, really, she can’t. Current patriarchal 


medical practices make us think that we can, but just 
like damming a river, just like replanting an eroded, 
clear-cut hillside, just like burying nuclear waste, all 
of our technological advances cannot circumvent the 
forces of Nature. Nature Bats Last. And birth is our 
first experience with Nature. It’s a hell of a good place 
to start accepting and acknowledging 
this awesome power. 

We as a movement should 
respect the power of natural 
birth, regardless of our own 
personal reproductive choices, 
while working to protect the 
birthing mothers in our commu- 
nity. If we really were a tribe, 
our pregnant women (and there 
really are very few of them) 
would be greatly respected, 
ferociously protected and de- 
fended, and generously loved and 
cared for. They would be supported 
in their birthing choices, and they would receive 
invaluable help from friends and “family” in the 
daunting task of raising up their children. 

We need to see these children as community 
members. We need to create a community where 
activist mamas and papas can continue their work. We 
need to restore a very natural protective instinct 
toward our own kin. We need to have a vision for our 
future, for a future beyond the life span of our own 
activism, one that reaches generations ahead, and 
which sees the potential for restoring our connection 
and bond to our Earth Mother. 


‘But just like damming a river, 
just like replanting an eroded, 
clear-cut fuOside, just like 
Surying nuclear zvaste, all of our 
technological advances cannot 
circumvent the forces of 9{ature. 
Ojature ‘Bats Last 
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Thanks to all contributors! There were lots of great articles, but 
regrettably, not enough space to print them all. 

For those of you who recognize the errors of your ways in these 
rantings, repent and babysit! 

Mama Love & Bear Hugs to Kelsey Cascadia, Kiayvah, Taro, Jojo, 
Olivia, Trillian, Sarah, Caitlin, Summer, Stratton, Sasha, Sequoia, 
Meagan, Nate, Hazel, Amelina, Conrad, Chloe, Heather, Jasper, 
Ayani, Meadow, and all other Kids For the Wild! 



Pedestrians Counter Car Charge in NYC 


by Bill Brown 

"To the barricades!" 

Formerly a revolutionary rallying cry — a call to 
urban revolutionaries to construct and defend bar- 
ricades against the intrusions of the forces of or- 
der — this slogan has been 
captured by the forces that 
govern New York City and 
is now used for reactionary 
purposes. At least in Mayor 
Giuliani's New York, "to the 
barricades!" is now some- 
thing that a cop might yell 
to a pedestrian: "Get back 
behind those pedestrian 
barricades!" 

When the barricades were 
originally installed two days 
before Christmas las.t year, 
the three-foot-tall metal pe- 
destrian barricades, forcing 
people to walk several blocks 
out of their way in order to 
cross the street, were clearly 
labeled an "experiment" in 
congestion control. They 
were to remain in place 
through the holiday season, 
until January 5, 1998, at 
which time their effective- 
ness was to be evaluated. The 
huge area in which this "ex- 
periment" was conducted, 
every intersection along 
49th and 50th Streets be- 
tween five major avenues, 
encompasses some of New York City's most popular 
tourist attractions, including Rockefeller Center, Ra- 
dio City Music Hall, St. Patrick's Cathedral and the 
window displays at Saks Fifth Avenue. 

This area of Manhattan is especially packed full of 
pedestrians during the holiday season, but pedestri- 
ans dominate it during the rest of the year as well. 
During any hour of any weekday, it is estimated that 
pedestrians outnumber cars in this area of midtown 
Manhattan by a ratio of ten-to-one. 


Quite obviously, the only sensible solution to the 
problem of super-congestion in midtown is to reduce 
the number of cars pouring into it, rather than trying 
to keep the throngs of pedestrians out of the intersec- 
tions. Auto-free or pedestrian-only zones seem espe- 
cially appropriate for a massive metropolis that is 

unique in that you don't 
have to own a car. 

Mayor Giuliani, who 
was elected in 1993 and 
1997 by the car-driving 
conservative voters of 
Staten Island and 
Queens, steadfastly op- 
poses the creation of car- 
free zones anywhere in 
New York. During his first 
term, his administration 
proposed the installation 
of pedestrian barricades 
in midtown, but this pro- 
posal was soundly re- 
jected by the Mid town 
Mobility Task Force. 

Not suprisingly, now 
that the barricades are in 
place they are a complete 
failure. Designed to al- 
| low motor vehicles to 
make turns onto one-way 
| streets without having to 
| contend with pedestri- 
| ans, the barricades must 
be constantly guarded by 
police officers. They are 
supposed to see to it that 
pedestrians obey the 
signs that tell them not to cross the street between 
the hours of 9 a.m. and 9 p.m., despite the plainly 
visible "walk" signals. If drivers save any time at all, 
which is doubtful, it is only one-tenth of the time 
lost by pedestrians. According to studies done at the 
end of January 1998 by Transportation Alternatives, 
automobile traffic did not move any more freely 
because of the barricades; traffic conditions re- 
mained grid-locked. 

As a result, the barricades are hated by both 


pedestrians and the police officers assigned to en- 
force the no- walking zones. According to a poll 
conducted by the TV station NY 1 and the Daily 
News, 70 percent of the people who live in New York 
favor reducing congestion and pedestrian injuries 
by enforcing existing traffic regulations; only seven 
percent support the use of pedestrian barricades. 

Critics of the barricades have been vocal in their 
opposition. Giuliani's response to these criticisms 
has been typical. He got the City Council to raise the 
jaywalking fine from $2 to $50, and now he wants 
to raise it again to $100. 

The first big protest against the pedestrian barri- 
cades was organized by Transportation Alternatives 
and featured a group of people dressed up as cows to 
express their desire to not be treated like human 
cattle. An essentially silly protest — "Re-mooooooove 
the barricades!" was a typical slogan — it neverthe- 
less received a great deal of media attention and 
placed the issue in the public eye. 

Dissatisfied that Transportation Alternatives did 
not follow-up on its first demonstration, Time's 
Up!, a group of bicycle riders that conducts regular 
traffic-calming rides through the city's streets, orga- 
nized a second demonstration in mid-January. 
Though the protesters were numerous, placard- 
bearing and quite visible (they marched back and 
forth in one of the intersections), the demonstra- 
tion was hardly covered by the media. Bolder steps 
were clearly needed. 

The weekend of January 17-18, 1998, a strike team 
of bicycle-riding activists launched a massive graf- 
fiti attack on the area in which the barricades are 
installed. According to news reports broadcast the 
following day, every single no- walking sign had the 
word "Go" painted on it; arrows were drawn on the 
streets pointing right through the barricades; and 
the phrases, "The barricades suck" and, "Ban all 
private cars from Manhattan" were spray painted 
on sidewalks and the walls of buildings. While NBC- 
TV's report emphasized that writing graffiti is con- 
sidered vandalism and criminal mischief, both the 
WB/Channel 11 and New York 1 left their viewers 
with the definite impression that the barricades do 
indeed suck. 

For more information, contact Bill Brown, POB 
1115, NY, NY 10009-9998; yes@nomadlab.com. 



Criminal street crossing in NYC 



by Carlo Tresca 

Sometime in the murky past, a plan was hatched to decimate a place of 
unparalleled beauty. Urban planners, car and oil corporations, government 
agencies, elected officials and other assorted nasties all agreed on one thing: 
progress and damn the consequences! 

In the southeast corner of Minneapolis lies a treasure not often seen in the 
midst of a city. Situated along the edge of the mighty Mississippi River is a 
small urban wilderness home to steep river gorges, rare remnants of oak 
savanna (an ecosystem that once stretched many miles as the border between 
Eastern hardwood forests and endless Western prairie), countless critters and 
Minnehaha Falls, perhaps the crown jewel. At the north end of Minnehaha 
Park, a short walk takes you to areas unchanged since European settlers 
arrived. Three hundred year old bur oaks abound along the edges of the fragile 
river gorges leading down to Minnehaha Creek and the Mississippi. 

Back in the days when grand road schemes were all the rage, urban planners 
said, "Let's expand Hiawatha Avenue (running from downtown out to the 
airport and passing along the west side of the park) into a ten lane highway." 
Millions were spent on relocating people from their homes. Even back then 
people realized ten lanes was a bit much, even if the road was to connect 
downtown to the airport and the Mall of America (the second largest mall in the 
world). Portions of the expansion were implemented, but when they got to 
portioning off the road adjoining the park, they hit a bottleneck— influential 
politicians on one side and the river on the other. Suddenly a flash of 
inspiration — what better to do than reroute the highway through the park. 
Who cares if it crushes a neighborhood? Who cares if jt destroys a unique 
ecosystem full of old-growth trees? Does it matter if the highway comes within 
a hundred feet of the river on its path through the park? 

Isolated resistance to the plan has been ongoing for 40 years, but it is hard to 
beat a plan that never dies, only changes ever so slightly through the decades. 
Several years ago people came to the sad realization that the road project would 
not go away and formed a coalition to stop it. 

To the glee of the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT), it all 
seemed to be for naught. Overwhelming support for stopping the reroute was 


Carol Kratz stands in the way of a ten-l'ane highway 


expressed. Over 8,000 signa- 
tures were collected in opposi- 
tion to the reroute, but the 
coalition was told the signa- 
tures had no relevance. A law- 
suit to stop the road was thrown 
out on technical grounds. The 
fact that MnDOT's plan vio- 
lates federal law by using fed- 
eral money to build a highway 
through park land was not even 
considered. A park board meet- 
ing was held to quell the issue, 
and coalition members were 
not even allowed to speak. Blow 
by blow, it seemed this stam- 
peding herd of career road-builders and their cohorts could not be stopped. 

Fortunately, several formidable obstacles to the road remain. The lawsuit has 
been appealed, which gives the opposition time to reroute some legal footing. 
MnDOT, however, is proceeding with its scheme. Unless an injunction is 
granted, the lawsuit could be rendered moot by the continuing destruction. 

Over the years, MnDOT quietly bought out the residents in the path of the 
reroute, but one woman and her husband refuse to sell out. Carol Kratz, who 
has lived in her small house on the edge of the park for 40 years, has fought 
off several eminent domain eviction notices and remains in her home in 
defiance of MnDOT arid other political cronies conspiring to push this 
insanity through. 

Big Woods Earth First! has set up an encampment, known as Camp Two Pines, 
next to Carol's house. We desperately need dedicated activists to come to the 
front lines. Houses on either side of Carol's are slated to be razed as early as 
August 10. We are conducting nonviolence trainings and other skill-building 
workshops, monitoring the situation and organizing resistance. Come and get 
involved, or if you can't do that send us cash. Contact Big Woods Earth First!, 
POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458; (612) 362-3387; earthfirst@juno.com. 
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ECOTERRORISM ON CfiPITOL MILL, com. 


■ continued from front page 

Yet Rogers has done a heroic job of creating an ever 
expanding fantasy spin on the occupation, wherein 
the pepper spraying is forgotten and the calm and 
amused demeanor she displays on videotape during 
the incident becomes abject terror as she feared for 
her life at the hands of menacing terrorists. In 
Rogers' world, a boisterous office sit-in transmutes 
into a terrorist bomb attack. 

The protesters wheeled a stump into the office as a 
lock-down prop. It was a big stump, and, as Rogers 
described, the "resulting crashing sound reverberated 
throughout the building, shaking walls and rattling 
windows. (We were later told by many of the people 
in the office building they had thought a bomb had 
gone off, so significant was the noise.)" Roger implied 
threats of rape or murder towards herself and other 
staffers from a masked activist, describing her fear at 
"not knowing what [the activist] meant to do to her. 
Her conclusion about the lockdown/office occupa- 
tion? "These are hate crimes." 

Next up was Earth First! 's favorite would-be nem- 
esis, Barry Clausen, ready with a stern warning to 
the nation: "[Earth First!] advocates anarchy, 
revolution and terrorism to the youth of our 
country." If only... 

Ever the conspiracy theorist, Clausen re- 
gards the independent lawsuits that sprang 
up as a result of the pepper-spraying of 
activists in Humboldt and Eugene, Oregon, 
as an organized tactical move designed to 
"intimidate law enforcement officials into 
reluctance to make arrests for fear of repris- 
als through additional lawsuits, to limit law 
enforcement's ability to take those arrested 
into custody, and deplete county court re- 
sources." True enough, EF!ers have taken gleeful 
delight in watching both law enforcement and" 
court expenses rack up into the hundreds of thou- 
sands as a result of overzealous prosecutions. 
Maybe there's something to Clausen's idea. 

Clausen also refers to "attempted murder 
and murder itself," laying responsibility 
for unnamed killings at EF!'s door. He 
implies that he has in his hand a whole 
list of ugly terrorist attacks perpetrated 
by EF! which "federal law enforcement officers 
within federal agencies known to myself" could 
attest to, were they not intimidated by their own 
superiors and agency heads. 

Why would federal officials suppress investiga- 
tions of environmental terrorism? The answer is not 
in Clausen's testimony but is found in other publi- 
cations he writes for that describe a global eco- 


conspiracy headed by Prince Philip of England and 
the World Wildlife Fund, which has been exposed 
by Clausen's friends and occasional co-authors from 
a weird organization run by Lyndon Larouche. But 
let's not go there now, it leads only to madness. Ron 
Arnold, the scholar among industrial extremists, 
also testified. In his statement before the commit- 
tee, Arnold really pushes the definitional envelope 
of "terrorism," applying it to misdemeanor trespass 
offenses like blockading and trespassing. Another 
claim Arnold makes to take note of: corporations 
under-report ecoterrorism because, "loss of cus- 
tomer confidence and resulting drops in share prices" 
can result. 


Interestingly, Arnold's movement analysis has 
made him one of EF!'s better theory and strategy 
advisors. For instance, he testified about our strat- 
egy of "de-coupling," by which he means "a set of 
techniques denying the crime while deploring the 
conditions that caused the perpetrators to become 


so frustrated they committed the crime. Thus de- 
coupling throws blame for the crime on the victim 
while it denies guilt." Of course, he's exaggerating 
the typical environmentalist's practice of wearing a 
lot of hats, i.e., Johnny is an EF!er, works for 
NWNFCNBDP (an appeal/litigation nonprofit) and 
volunteers for the non-hierarchical Forest Consen- 
sus Network. Understandably, Arnold is also con- 
fused by the movements lack of consensus about 
appropriate tactics (to monkeywrench or not to 
monkeywrench, for example). 

Arnold also brought a little agenda to Congress, 
namely to lobby for an amendment to the Animal 
Enterprise Protection Act of 1993. This law provides 
stiff federal penalties for criminal actions against fur 
farms and other livestock-based businesses. Arnold 
would extend that protection to loggers, miners, 
fisherpeople, farmers and ranchers with a Resource 
Enterprise Protection Amendment. He wants to 
federalize crimes of property damage of $10,000 or 
more and provide for "citizen attorneys general," 
allowing parties targeted by "ecoterrorism" to ini- 
tiate prosecution in federal court. This amounts to 
open season on environmental activists and special 
protections for Earth despoilers. 

Last to testify, but by no means least, was the 
spluttering Frank Riggs himself, current "represen- 
tative" of the California district containing Head- 
waters forest. Among the statements in his sworn 
testimony before the subcommittee: "In Ukiah, 
California... [monkeywrenching] killed a logger." 
However, Riggs' office did not return calls request- 
ing documentation of this charge. 

Echoing Barry Clausen, Riggs asserted that radical 
environmentalists, EFlers in particular, exist "to sap 
local resources by tying up law enforcement and 
clogging the judicial system," leading to cuts in 
education that "hurt our children" and "force roads 
into disrepair and sidewalks to crumble." I like that 
last one. It is possible that Riggs is trying to lay the 
groundwork for some kind of blanket legal injunc- 
tion against lawsuits filed by activists injured during 
an action for which they are convicted of an 
"ecoterror" crime. We'll see. 

Riggs too brought a legislative agenda with him, 
recommending to the subcommittee that the provi- 
sions of the Racketeering Influenced and Corrupt 
Organizations (RICO) statute be extended to in- 
clude the "illegal activities" of Earth Firstl-type 
organizations. Says Riggs, "Earth First! engages in a 
deliberate, orchestrated, systematic criminal con- 
spiracy that should be punishable under the RICO 
statute. " While RICO has been used successfully, for 
example, in the limited venue of a Grangeville, 
Idaho, court to find EFlers liable in civil proceed- 
ings, the law as it currently exists has never been 
used to criminally prosecute civil disobedience ac- 
tivities as federal racketeering crimes. But if Riggs 
has his way, "[Earth First!] and all organizations like 
it should be treated as all terrorist organizations are 
treated in this nation: as wanton criminals." 

While the abject preposterousness of the testi- 
mony might lead direct action environmentalists to 
be less than overly alarmed by the proposed legisla- 
tive actions, these hearings before Rep. McCollum's 
crime subcommittee may serve as more than a dog 
and pony show for the constituents back home. 
This stuff definitely bears watching. If we ignore it, 
it could bite us. If we expose it to public scrutiny, we 
have a better chance of derailing our opponents' 
efforts. Remember, Rep. McCollum has also invited 
testimony from the ecoterrorists (us). Please feel free 
to direct written testimony for the record to: 

Representative Bill McCollum, House Judiciary 
Committee , Subcommittee on Crime, 207 Cannon, 
House Office Bldg., Washington, DC 20515-6216. 

Besides McCollum, the committee includes: Steve 
Buyer (R-IN), Steve Chabot (R-OH), Bob Barr (R-GA), 
Asa Hutchinson (R-AR), George Gekas (R-PA), 
Howard Coble (R-NC), Lindsey Graham (R-SC), 
Charles Schumer (D-NY), Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX), 
Marty Meehan (D-MA), Robert Wexler (D-FL) and 
Steven Rothman (D-NJ). If any of these people 
represent your district, call 'em up. Heck, do it even 
if they don't. You can reach them through the 
Congressional switchboard at 1-800-985-8762. 

There are rumors that Senator Orrin Hatch (R- 
UT) will be holding similar hearings in the Senate 
but no definite word as of this writing. Keep your 
eyes peeled. 


HOW TO TRACK NUKE SHIPMENTS 


Attention Net-heads and nuclear foes: 
Nukewatch, a Wisconsin-based nuclear watch- 
dog, has discovered how to track and follow the 
masses of spent nuclear waste the Department of 
Defense (DOD) and Department of Energy (DOE) 
are slickly railroading around the country. 

Inquiring minds at Nukewatch found out that 
the DOE uses a computer tracking system called 
TRANSCOM to monitor shipments of some of 
the radioactive waste and weapons that travel on 
trucks, trains and boats. This tracking is done by 
satellite transmission, computers and ground 
communication via the TRANSCOM Control Cen- 
ter in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 

Although Nukewatch hasn't been invited to 
join the tracking network, they have managed to 
uncover and expose some of the information the 
government doesn't necessarily want you to know. 
For example, federal documents reveal that more 
than 500 shipments of high-level nuclear waste 
from the Navy have already been sent to the Idaho 
National Engineering Lab near Pocatello. 

The waste comes from foreign countries and 
reactors aboard Navy vessels. Charleston Naval 
Weapons Station in California receives waste from 
41 countries. Nukewatch found that in one ship- 
ment alone there were 280 spent fuel elements 
from Colombia, Chile, Germany, Switzerland and 
Sweden, all headed to Idaho. Apparently the US 


takes this highly radioactive waste because it con- 
tains plutonium that can be used for manufactur- 
ing nuclear weapons. 

The process for tracking the waste is simple for 
anyone with access to a telephone or the Internet. 
The DOD uses two types of casks called DODXs to 
railroad the waste. To track these DODX cars go to 
the Burlington Northern Santa Fe web page at 
http: / /www. bnsf.com/cws/eqptrace/ 
eqptrace.html. Then check out the Union Pacific 
car trace system at http://www.my.uprr.com/ 
level 1 /pet/. The directions for tracking are ex- 
plained within each system. The date listed for 
each car on the tracing systems is the last time the 
car was moved or delivered. If there is no informa- 
tion for a car, it has not been moved for a long 
time. (Updates on active cars happen every few 
minutes to every three hours.) 

If you don't have Internet access, shipments 
can still be tracked by telephone. Find out the 
location of cars by calling the Delaware and 
Hudson railroad (800) 777-4499, Burlington 
Northern (800) 342-5123, Union Pacific (800) 
634-2204, Southern Pacific (800) 756-7777, 
Conrail (800) 228-4661, CSX (800) 235-2352 or 
Norfolk and Southern (800) 241-9230. 

Each one has a car-tracing system with instruc- 
tions. Be friendly and curious. It isn't classified 
information. Happy tracking. 
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continued from frontpage 
Moose, bear and wolves roam over vast, uninter- 
rupted marsh land. Mosquitoes and biting flies are 
nightmarishly successful. The countless miles of 
creeks and streams patiently winding their way to 
the ocean are the spawning grounds for millions of 
salmon. Spruce forests, alder thickets, fields of 
devil's club and boundless expanses 
of various grasses grow in a psyche- 
delic mosaic of greens and yellows. 

Unless you've been here, you've 
never seen anything like it. 

S ergeant Jeff Edmunson was the 
first law enforcement officer 
to arrive on the scene. "Hey 
Jeff, we were wondering about the 
heavy machinery they've been driv- 
ing through the creek. Isn't that 
illegal?" asked one of the activists. 

Jeff ignored him. Expertly assessing 
the situation, he retired to the secu- 
rity bus, where he exchanged his 
Fish and Game cap for a more au- 
thoritative Alaska State Trooper 
baseball hat. Poking his head under 
one of the bridge pieces, he pled 
with the trolls, "So if I ask you to 
leave, will you?" "No!" was their 
emphatic reply. More troopers from 
around the state trickled in through- 
out the day. When night fell, one 
chainsaw blade had been ruined in 
an encounter with the doorway to a 
troll's den. A successful experiment 
with a pair of bolt cutters had 
extracted two of the trolls, but 
four more remained safely behind, sharing water- 
melon with Busty. The assembled team of cops 
kicked the dirt. "They've got us stymied," one 
trooper remarked to another. They retired even- 
tually to sleep on their dilemma. 

The Carbon Mountain Project would slice a 29- 
mile access road across the pristine east delta in order 
to access the Carbon Mountain/Bering River region. 
The road would announce the arrival of massive 
development — possibly coal extraction, the re-open- 
ing of several oil wells, and a slurry line for natural gas 
and oil production, all in addition to the primary 
goal of clearcutting 8,000 acres of old-growth 
rainforest on Eyak land. 

The project is even more sin- 
ister when you understand the 
forces driving it forward. The 
Alaska Native Claims Settle- 
ment Act (AN CS A) of 1 9 7 1 for- 
mally established the Native 
peoples of Alaska as a set of 
corporations. Rather than cre- 
ating reservations and signing 
bogus land treaties, the US gov- 
ernment opted for a policy of 
assimilation into corporate 
structure. Native Alaskans are 
not recognized as stewards or 
citizens of their tribe or nation 
but as shareholders in Ameri- 
can corporations. Chugach 
Alaska Corporation (CAC), one 
such Native corporation, is the 
developer behind the Carbon 
Mountain Project. CAC needs 
this project to keep up the 
appearance of "progress, " even 
though it would make virtu- 
ally no profits. The Asian mar- 
ket for Alaskan timber has 
fallen apart, and there are no 
indications that this recession 
will reverse itself in the near future. After it went 
bankrupt in 1991, CAC sold its Bering River coal 
fields to a joint venture partner, Korea Alaska Devel- 
opment Company (KADCO). ANCSA encourages 
these native corporations to protect their quarterly 


cash flow instead of protecting Native culture or 
heritage. Surely, KADCO will soon follow the Car- 
bon Mountain road into the Bering River region 
where the unearthed coal fields lie. 

The Eyak people, this area's native inhabitants, 
first came here 3,500 years ago. In the span of over 
100 years, they have lost virtually everything. Chief 


Marie Smith Jones of the Raven clan is the last full- 
blooded Eyak and the only speaker of the native 
tongue. The Eyaks are on the brink of becoming the 
first completely assimilated Alaskan tribe. The Cop- 
per River Delta is their sacred homeland, but noth- 
ing is sacred in the global marketplace. 

T he next morning the trolls scrambled to 
their lockboxes as they heard the ap- 
proaching police vehicles. "It's not going to 
be a pleasant day for your friends," an officer told 
the trolls' support group. The troopers then pro- 
ceeded to steal the trolls' food, water and mosquito 
netting. Through a mishap with one lockbox, two 
more trolls were removed. The last two unlocked in 

the afternoon of their sec- 
ond day out of fear for their 
personal safety. 

The campaign to save the 
Copper River Delta began 
when Dune Lankard, an 
ANCSA shareholder of both 
the Eyak Corporation and 
the Chugach Alaska Cor- 
poration and director of the 
Eyak Rainforest Preserva- 
tion Fund, began marshal- 
ing forces to oppose the 
road project. Six environ- 
mental organizations 
joined the cause. They are 
pressuring the state and 
federal government to use 
money from the legal settle- 
§. ment of the 1989 Exxon 
I Valdez oil spill to purchase 
^ a "comprehensive conser- 
| vation easement" to pre- 
§ serve the land in its present 
5 form and create an eco- 
nomic alternative to the 
road for Chugach 's 1,900 
shareholders. 

While the environmental groups tried to raise 
money for a legal battle, a cadre of riff-raff from the 
Pacific Northwest timber wars combined forces with 
Cordova locals, Native shareholders and Alaskan 
activists. They held direct action workshops, ex- 


plored the delta, monitored the road's progress and 
formed an affinity with one another in the stun- 
ning wilderness of south-central Alaska. Base camp 
was open to everyone. Many locals took us up on 
the invitation to visit, including some of the con- 
struction workers building the bridge. 

By Solstice it was clear 
that all legal and political 
avenues had been ex- 
hausted and that construc- 
tion of the bridge over 
Clear Creek was imminent. 
Because nonviolent direct 
action is a new tactic in 
the fight for Alaska's wild 
places, the action was an 
important escalation with 
far-reaching effects. Most 
of the environmental 
struggle thus far has been 
waged in courtrooms, vot- 
ing booths and commu- 
nity meetings (as well as 
isolated instances of sabo- 
tage and monkeywrench- 
ing). 

The community's re- 
5 . sponse to the action was 
| remarkable. An emergency 
a town meeting brought 
§ many factions of the com- 
| munity together. 

s Fisherpeople are con- 
cerned, the Native share- 
holders are asking ques- 
tions, and developers and 
corporate officials have some serious explaining 
to do. State-wide, the mainstream enviros are 
giddy with excitement over the considerable at- 
tention the trolls have drawn. The delta has 
become a matter of national concern and not a 
moment too soon. If ever there was a time to 
come to Alaska, this would be it. A community of 
resistance is solidifying here. There is very real 
potential to accomplish fundamental change. 
Alaska is roughly at the point the American West 
was at the turn of the last century — wild areas are 
still wild, strong native cultures retain a living 
memory, and the rivers still run clear. The Car- 
bon Mountain Project is just one in a long list of 
proposed and existing sinister development 
schemes. Wolf kills, oil drilling, strip mining, 
clearcutting, road building, animal trapping, over- 
fishing and cultural genocide of Native peoples 
are all part of the last ditch efforts of Manifest 
Destiny. 

A fter the dust had settled at the construction 
site, the support crew gathered in back of the 
Cordova jail, near the small windows on the 
concrete wall and howled together like wolves. For 
a moment it was silent. Then, like an echo from a 
far off canyon, the howls of the encaged trolls 
came through the walls and lasted through all 
our long smiles. 

For more information from the frontlines, con- 
tact the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund, POB 
460, Cordova, AK 99574; (907) 424-5890; fax 424- 
5891; dune@redzone.org; www.redzone.org. 

Also contact the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council and urge them to include the entire Bering 
River region into the EVOSTC restoration zone and 
help preserve this intact wild place forever. Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council, Attn: Molly 
McCammon, 645 G St., suite 401 Anchorage, AK, 
99501; (800) 283-7745; fax (907) 276-7178; 
Kerih@oilspill.state.ak.us. 

We will be holding an action training camp 
sometime in the late summer or early fall outside of 
Anchorage. If you are interested in coming up or 
helping with workshops, please contact Soren 
Wuerth at POB 230916, Anchorage, AK 99523; 
(907) 278-2542; fishtree@alaska.net; 

www. wildvoices . org. 
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One of the 200 streams to be crossed 




Road Ripping Through Congress 




by Bethanie Walder 

Brush up on your road blockading skills and get 
ready to hit the dirt because even as activists across 
the country shut down individual roads with real 
and paper wrenches, Congress legislates a contin- 
ued Forest Service road building extravaganza. After 
all, if it isn't paved, it isn't tamed. 

The Alaska delegation takes first prize for rolling 
back the Wilderness Act and circumventing other 
environmental laws by attempting to legislate a road 
through the Izembeck National Wildlife Refuge and 
Wilderness. If successful, the bill would weaken the 
Wilderness Act by establishing a permanent road in a 
designated Wilderness Area. In addition, Congress has 
already passed one rider and has another one pending 
(on the Interior Appropriations bill) to force construc- 
tion of a route into Denali National Park, one of the 
few parks in the country that relies on public transpor- 
tation. But that's not all for Alaska; another proposed 
rider would legislate construction of a road through 
the Copper River Delta in one of the richest salmon 
fisheries in the world (see article page 1). 

The Transportation Equity Act for the 2 1 st Century 
(TEA-21, the reauthorization of the national trans- 
portation bill) also included several anti-environ- 
mental riders. One in particular authorized the 
redrawing of the boundaries of Petroglyph National 
Monument to allow construction of a multi-lane 
highway. Another TEA-21 rider now allows trucks 
and jeeps to haul boats across two portage roads in 
Wisconsin's Boundary Waters Canoe Wilderness. 

In addition to bad road riders in the Interior 
Appropriations process, independent bills also ad- 
dress roads on public lands. One such bill proposes 
to move the Hells Canyon Wilderness boundary to 
reopen an old fire road along the western rim of the 
canyon. The area is a critical elk migration route 
between summer and winter ranges and makes up 
half of the last 12 miles of unmotorized area along 
the 50-mile western rim of the canyon. 

Congress is also busy with the Forest Service's roads 
budget. Last year Representatives Porter (R-IN) and 
Kennedy (D-MA) unsuccessfully offered an amend- 
ment to cut the Purchaser Road Credit 
(PRC) program and limit other di- «nn 

rect appropriations for road con- - 
struction on national forests. This 
year, Porter has entered into an 
agreement with Alaska Represen- OF i 

tative Don Young to end the PRC El, K>if)o (1 

program in exchange for not offer- HEATSUP c 
ing any other amendments that cut 
funding for national forest road or THIS WEATF 
timber programs. (Representative KN0W6 WH 
Elizabeth Furse (D-OR) was going to V0Jh?D3 Wf 
offer an amendment to cut both the 
timber and roads budgets, but the 
Porter-Young agreement made it ap- 
parent that she wouldn't have the 
votes so she withdrew it.) Cutting the 
PRC program forces the timber indus- 
try to pay for roads it constructs, in- 
stead of taxpayers, but it does not stop 
construction of these roads. While 
this will have a minor impact on road 
building on the national forests, it 
does not get to the heart of the matter, 3^% __ 
which is setting aside places that are ^ ^ 
off-limits to roads. 

With the development of the long- ^ 
term roads policy, the Forest Service 
has begun to look at the ecological " e - i 
impacts of roads. But while Forest 
Service Chief Dombeck and his staff 
work to develop this policy, many 
members of Congress are trying to 
undermine the possibility of signifi- 
cant changes to road-building as usual. 

A rider has already been passed that 
limits the implementation of a pro- 
posed moratorium on road construc- 
tion in roadless areas. Senator Larry 
Craig's (R-ID) rider subverts the For- 
est Service's proposed 1 8-month road 
building moratorium by requiring 


proposed 18-month road building moratorium by 
requiring substitute logging projects. (As of this writ- 
ing, the proposed moratorium has still not been 
announced.) In addition, the Senate Interior Appro- 
priations Committee has written language that would 
prevent the Forest Service from spending any money 
on obliterating Forest Service "system roads" until it 
either obliterates or reconstructs all non-system roads 
within its jurisdiction. (System roads are Forest Service 
roads under Forest Service jurisdiction, while non- 
system roads are those that the Forest Service doesn't 
include in its transportation "system." These include 
all those ghost roads recently discovered, which may 
be old temporary roads that were never removed, user- 
created roads or roads that were taken off the Forest 
Service's inventories but were never obliterated. In 
addition to system and non-system roads, national 
forests are also cut apart by interstate, state, county, 
local and private roads that are not counted on the 
"system.") Dombeck has proposed removing up to 
25,000 miles of roads over the next five years. With at 
least 60,000 miles of ghost roads already acknowl- 
edged, it will be a long time before his staff can even 
consider obliterating system roads if this budgetary 
proposal becomes law. Similarly, Congress has pro- 
posed a mere $10 million for road obliteration, and 
$ 136 million for construction and reconstruction. It is 
clear where congressional interests lie, regardless of 
potential changes in Forest Service road management. 

The Interior Appropriations bill, the home of 
most of these riders and laws, is expected to go to 
conference committee in mid to late August. Though 
Vice President Gore held a press conference in June 
expressing Clinton's opposition to an appropria- 
tions bill loaded with anti-environmental riders, it 
will be up to citizens to ensure the president up- 
holds this opposition by using his veto pen. 

More importantly, our actions need to be directed 
towards long-lasting change, not temporary budget- 
ary solutions (and problems) during the annual ap- 
propriations process. Not one more stump; not one 
more mine; not one more cow; not one more road! 

Bethanie Walder is director of Wildlands Center for 
Preventing Roads. For more information, write POB 7516, 
Missoula, MT 59807; (406) 543-9551 . 
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A corporate monoculture of chain stores soon 
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the way to the bank. 

One of the main connections between these 
issues is the activist communities involved. It 
is amazing to see inner-city anarchists at both 

mous communities. The same forces that are 
trying to destroy both areas are negated when 
their access to property and profit are utterly 
denied. Direct action is the bridge that binds 
the inner-city struggles of marginalized groups 
to defense of the wild. If white, middle-class 
environmentalists, such as factions in the Si- 
erra Club, continue to talk about narrow issues 
that pit the well-being of marginalized groups 
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tones, was wise in saying that wilderness needs 
less defense and more defenders. Wilderness 
doesn't care if its defenders are wingnuts, 
rednecks, hippies, omnivores, hard-core 
vegans, eco-saboteurs, squatter punks, femi- 
nists or inner-city hoodlums. If we want more 
dedicated and militant people on the 
frontlines, then it may be necessary to reject 
the privileges in this movement and make 
more connections, both practically and philo- 
sophically. What matters more than ever is 
that there are more of us to fight in defense of 
Mother Earth. 

Errol Schweizer is a crusty anarchist from New 
Yawk City who would rather live in the woods. Feel 
free to send any correspondence or comments to 
sagepic@hotmail.com. 
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A DC TORCHED! 


The Animal Liberation Front planted in clearcuts. The other buckets contained a plastic foam abuse. The extermination of 
(ALF) and Earth Liberation Front ADC facility was a field station for material soaked in a flammable predator and "pest" species is 
(ELF) celebrated this year's sum- operations to apply these sub- liquid. The sealed buckets paid for by taxpayers through 
mer Solstice on June 21 with stances to forestlands. The sta- slowed the flames long enough the ADC program. The ADC 
bonfires in honor of the wildlife tion had been the site of animal for the arsonists to steal off into hunts, traps, poisons and shoots 
of the great Pacific Northwest at rights demonstrations in the past the night undetected. nearly five million animals ev- 

two US Department of Agricul- and was the target of a pipe bomb Referring to the saboteurs, ery year; they target birds, coy- 
ture Animal Damage Control attack last December. The bomb Mike Patti, the Thurston County ote, beaver, deer, prarie dog, 
(ADC) buildings in Olympia, was dismantled by the Washing- fire district's deputy chief, said, mountain lion, bear and many 
Washington. Both buildings ton State Patrol. "Whatever they wanted to do, it otherspecies. Incredibly, the cost 

were condemned by fire offi- Fire fighters responded to the didn't include hurting anyone." of the ADC is higher than the 
cials who set total damages at fire at the research building at Ted Hendershot, chief of opera- cost of damage allegedly caused 
upwards of $400,000. 2:43 a.m. and to the field station tions for the fire district com- by its animal victims. 

One building housed research fire at 4:28 a.m. Investigators who , mented, "This is going to the The ALF and ELF announced 
facilities to study the "damage" found metal bucket handles out- extreme... This is big time. This that these actions were done in 
that deer, beaver, elk, bear and side the field station contend that is felony time." The Federal Bu- solidarity with Josh Ellerman who 
other animals cause to trees. The the fire was ignited by fuel-loaded reau of Alcohol, Tobacco and has been indicted on 16 federal 
research was used to formulate plastic buckets placed outside the Firearms is assisting the US De- counts for charges relating to the 
repellents to deter these crea- garage and office building. The partment of Agriculture and the building and possession of pipe 
tures from eating the seedlings investigators believe that the Washington State Fire Marshall bombs. Convictions on these 



The only good ADC building is a charred ADC building! 


Virginia Road Sabbed 


in the investigation. 

The ADC program targetted by 
the saboteurs operates for more 
than just the timber industry. In 
fact, more wildlife is deliberately 
eradicated because of grazing 
than for any form of public land 


charges carry a minimum man- 
datory sentence of 30 years in 
prison. These charges stem from 
the ALF's Operation Bite Back 
firebombing of the Utah Fur 
Breeder's Co-op which caused 
over $1 million in damages. 


Mexican Consulate Hit 


The following is an excerpt from an Earth Liberation Front 
communique that circulated anonymously by fax. "Minutes before 
midnight on June 28, the building that houses the Mexican Consu- 
late in Boston, Massachusetts, was targeted by the Earth Liberation 
Front. The unjust government of Mexico is complicit in murdering 
the indigenous population of Chiapas. Red hand prints, symbolizing 
the blood on the hands of the Mexican government, were painted on 
the walls and spilled on the ground. 'Viva EZLN' was spray painted 
on the entrance. The Earth Liberation Front disappeared into the 
night, but the blood on the hands of the Mexican government won't 
easily disappear. Todos Somos Marcos. Remember Guadalupe." 


Persistent acts of sabotage have stymied work on a $ 1 . 1 million state 
highway project in Fairfax, Virginia. Since construction began in May, 
sand has been poured in the gas tanks of heavy equipment on site, and 
more than 20 tires have been slashed. Survey stakes have been 
repeatedly plucked along the planned highway corridor. Silt fences 
have been moved, windshields smashed and porta-potties toppled. 

The project drew organized opposition from Fairfax County resi- 
dents until the state broke ground for the road construction. Now, 
residents consider it a done deal. Police officials are baffled as to who 
is responsible for the damages, and politicians blame wayward 
youths for what they perceive as merely random vandalism. State 
highway inspector Barry Harrison has admitted that these acts have 
delayed work and cost the state a great deal of money. 

"A contractor anticipates a certain amount of work each day, and 
then he comes in and finds all his tires are flat," said Harrison. "It 
clearly affects productivity. It's very frustrating." 
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For the destruction of Civilisation 


Zine Review By El Subway 

The summer issue of Green Anarchist, ‘M ^ b r^ cH “' 
fresh from Merry Olde England, contin- * f ft 

ues the tradition of insight- /l\' vjew JF^Noce.. 
ful reporting on the edges of f | F 

the radical ecology move- f/\\ ^ ^ 

ment. With a fresh up- 
date on the freedom of 
the GANDALF (Green An- 
archist and ALF) political de- 
tainees and a pledge to keep \\ 

fighting the conspiracy and ji 

incitement laws that were J 1 

used to imprison them, the ft lg|y Is 
anti-civilizationists unload IjK 

a full barrel on culture, v 

community and even punk rock. As £utW M &**r 

usual, the issue includes the ever enlightening and inspiring 
"Diaries," the day to day accounts of ecodefense, commu- 
nity resistance and animal liberation that, to the editors of 
GA, are "harbingers of the coming collapse of authority and 
civilization." There is another contribution to the debate on 
"anarcho-primitivism” that continually rages in GA and 
Fifth Estate, as well as an essay by Murray Bookchin on the 
organic communities of pre-civilization. There are also 
thought-provoking critiques of community and culture by 
John Zerzan and Hakim Bey. The short essays by Zerzan shed 
some light on what he expressed in the " Dear Shit for Brains" 
column of the Litha issue of the EF! journal, namely Zerzan's 
critique of organizers and community builders. GA #52 also 
contains a list of developers and building companies in 
England, complete with addresses and phone numbers, a 
welcome addition to anyone's "Eco-Fuckers Hit List." 

There's also a review section, including a moderate rant 
about the EF! Direct Action Manual. And as usual, there's the 
mudslinging and trash-talking that the editors of GA are so 
fond of. GA #52 is a good companion to Live Wild Or Die #7 and 
fills its controversial niche at the lunatic fringe of the ecology 
movement, giving comfort to the saboteurs, liberationists and 
earth-night activists: "You are not alone! Keep at it!" To order 
GA write them at BCM 1715, London WC1N 3XX, England. 
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Earth Night News • Earth Night News 






tr\ r* r c- A r c.r'T’' 0-7/- q 




~ n't nwnh trrcjrrT 


!S r. ! r* r f •> r V 




continued from page 3 
I also agree that temporary lead- 
ers or spokes councils would be 
most benificial in saving time 
and allowing us to be more effec- 
tive. We need strong people to 
inspire and direct us. After 60 
days in jail, writing , reading, and 
drawing, I am anxious to jump 
back into the fire. 

— Greg Mack 

Earth First! 

I am blessed again to have your 
address. This is the beginning of 
a long and meaningful friend- 
ship. Digest me slowly. What you 
have in me is someone who can 
write with the sharpness of the 
sharpest blade you have meta- 
physically handled. I lament that 
my priorities will rarely coincide 
with those of Earth First! So as 
not to cause a distraction away 
from your priorities, please buffer 
yourselves with the awareness 
that you will address issues of 
concern to me when you have 
the time. I am announcing an 
incursion into the Santa Cruz 
Nuclear Free Zone. The incursion 
is of financial nature. The new 
Community Charter of the Bay 
Federal Credit Union per Act of 
Congress has resulted in the ob- 
vious illegality of the Lockheed 
presence in that Federal Credit 
Union, located at the base of the 
UCSC campus (next to the 7-11). 
My address is 1803 Mission St., 
Suite 140, Santa Cruz, CA 95060. 
I do receive mail. Sincerely, 

— Glenn E. Rabenold 

Ed. Note: 

Lockheed Martin manufactures 
nuclearweapons components, some- 
thing Lockheed began doing in the 
mid 1980s after they bought the 
contract from General Electric. 

-IB 

Dear Little Mustard-Bastard- 
Slurry-Fer-Brains, 

From the sticky middle of a 
cicadan summer sleep I awake and 
write you. I've been a cover-to- 
cover reader of the Journal for 12 
years. In that period, I have noted 
your evolution from a magazine 
with a predominance of Deep 
Ecology/biological science issues 
to one carrying the heavy weight 
of Direct Action reporting. Direct 
Action and more: moving, hon- 
est editorials; international activ- 
ism; interactive articles (a cause is 
written — an address is given — yes, 
we can input, influence, the out- 
come). We learn from the Journal 
who exactly the rotten politicians 
and corporate thugs are, we hear 
many sides of a controversial de- 
bate (violence vs. nonviolence). 
We discover a clearinghouse of 
events to attend; poetry, art, car- 


toons (the coastal clarity and ar- 
tistic precision of Vaughn Frick's 
'Cascadia' merits space in the Time 
Capsule). When I say I read the 
Journal cover-to-cover, this read- 
ing includes a browse of the list of 
dedicated staff, working I pre- 
sume, for moldy and 

notoriety. Staff rotation 

is in its usual flux, with a fresh 
wind of talent and new ideas as 
befits an "organization" with no 
leaders. Personally, after receiv- 
ing each issue of the Journal, read- 
ing and digesting it, I am left with 
a Fire in my Belly. That is as it 
should be. I'm stirred up, left-a- 
wonderin', what is my 
part of late in the go 
against the evil flow? 

Fawnin' a mite because 
I thank you, 

— Em'rynn Artunian 

P.S. I've left an opening 
for your one detractor-in- 
mid-life-crisis-per-issue: 

"Why, she? he? is describ- 
ing the Movement as if it 
were just a magazine... 

The Magazine as if it 
were a movement..." 


' this century and 
those past. That is 
the destruction of 
machines built for 
life's destruction be it human, 
animal or earth herself. Whether 
we distance ourselves from such 
tactics remains unaddressed by 
the nonviolent debate or discus- 
sion of whether EF! considers 
such actions violent. This is the 
issue I believe most deserves at- 
tention and discussion if we are 
to prevent nature's destruction 
and prevent future generations 
of human and nonhuman races 
from becoming refugees, prison- 


a challenge to Dennis Martinez' 
"Wilderness With or Without 
You" in the Beltane issue. 

I mean, I've read the Journal for 
a dozen or so years and in its pages 
I've seen plenty of things I dis- 
agree with, sometimes vehe- 
mently. But few articles have struck 
me as so insidiously contrary to 
what Earth First! is all about and 
what is best for the planet. 

I don't know who he is, but I'd 
guess that Dennis Martinez is 
probably a nice guy with good 
intentions. His description of 
Western culture at odds with its 
natural surroundings, of contem- 
porary conservationism's mecha- 
nistic view of Nature, and so on is 
basically valid. Probably few read- 
ers don't already understand and 
agree. And how many of us don't 
already know that Nature is dy- 
namic and everchanging, that 
North America was not "virgin" 
before European conquest, etc.? 
How many of us don't already 
support indigenous Americans' 
long hard struggle for respect and 
justice? (How many of us are in- 
digenous Americans?) 

So, as offered, all this is a little 
hard to swallow — as if we're that 
unenlightened. But what really 
sticks in my craw is how Dennis 
serves this up thoroughly blended 
with ridiculously anthropocen- 
tric notions of how Nature re- 
quires human management, and 
then smothers all this with po- 


it again. My thought being, cut- 
ting up many thousands of pieces 
of said material, mixing with paste 
(colored to match bark of tree to 
be saved) and painting mixture 
into cracks of said trees bark. I 
suggest the side loggers cut their 
"face" cut in. This is usually the 
downhill side or the side the tree 
is leaning to. This is the chainsaws 
achilles heel. You may stop 'em 


My beloved comrades, 

It is inspiring to see EF! 
engaged in constructive 
debate that can only help 
guide forward our movement. 
The participants to our nonvio- 
lent debate, while doing an ex- 
cellent job of expressing our 
diverse sentiments and beliefs, 
failed to address whether we can 
all agree that a reevaluation of 
tactics and strategy that contrib- 
ute to a diversified struggle more 
susceptible to unification and 
solidarity with other victimized 
and repressed resistances should 
be an objective of EF!. Ghandian 
nonviolence does have an ini; 
portant role to play in our move- 
ment, but we must remember 
the accomplishments of 
Ghandian nonviolence in the US 
civil rights movement and in In- 
dia fell short of achieving long- 
term peace and equality. Ghandi 
accepted the partitioning of In- 
dia thereby planting the seed for 
what has become a nuclear arms 
race with Pakistan, and institu- 
tional racism in Amerikkka still 
exists though less overtly. The 
great difference between Ghandi 
and King's struggle and ours is 
that we do not only fight for 
improved treatment, living and 
work conditions for humans but 
also for preservation from short- 
sighted destruction of all living 
beings and organisms necessary 
to this planet's existence. No one 
is asking EF! to take up arms or 
hurt people, but what I advocate 
is the adherement to traditional 
tactics and strategy of EFiers of 


ers or extinct. I disagree that EF! 
should shy away from tactics that 
most define the no-compromise 
arm of our earth -defending forces 
and make us a movement that 
truly puts the earth before inani- 
mate man-made property in- 
tended to inflict harm on her 
fragile body. How about some 
debate and clarification on just 
what EF! defines as violent and 
discussion of our policy towards 
monkeywrenching? Many EFiers 
still believe monkeywrenching is 
a tactic that deserves not just EF! 
support, but promotion. Few will 
deny our earth mother deserves 
the temporary pain relief of mon- 
keywrenching until above- 
ground forces negotiate and 
secure long-term environmental 
victories that hold. Now more 
than ever EF! needs to pressure 
earth destroying forces with all 
forms of direct action until they 
succumb to the voice of ecologi- 
cal and logical reason that pro- 
tecting our earth and all her 
children, animal and human, is 
to everyone's benefit. In struggle, 
— Rod Coronado EF! /ALF POW 

To Whoeverz Out There, 

A thought occurred to me the 
other day — Having run a land- 
scape tree healing business I re- 
membered the many times a small 
piece of nylon twine/string 
jammed my chainsaw in a heart- 
beat. I had to take it apart to run 


lOx longer and boy/girl will they 
be pissed. Trust me this is a very 
frustrating experience. 

— Anonymous lover of Mother 
P.S. Old fishing nets might be a 
good source of required nylon 
string. Love... 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

"Plants need people as much 
as people need plants."? I can't 
imagine that no one else would 
write one, but just in case here's 
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litically correct Native American 
oriented wordage to make it pal- 
atable. My feeling is that if this 
thing had been dished up with- 
out a rich and creamy Native 
American sauce, it more likely 
would have run in a "wise-use" 
periodical than EF! Journal. 

I often wish I'd been born in 
Southern California a few thou- 
sand instead of 48 years ago. I 
agree with and support indigenous 
peoples' ways a lot more than 
those of modern culture. But Na- 
tive Americans can be quoted out 
of context, and they can say ques- 
tionable or downright dumb 
things just like anyone else. 

How about Dennis' quote from 
a Makahama Pomo elder?: "All 
plants are like that. If they're not 
gathered from or talked to or cared 
about they'll die." By far most 
plants evolved without human 
gathering or talking to or care and 
did great for ages. Seriously, how 
much plant life on Earth is in 
better health from any kind or 
degree of use by humans? Dennis 
uses this to warn us of the harm- 
ful effect of "underharvesting" 
forests, "undergrazing" ranges, 
etc. In the real world, how many 
places have you seen in overall 
better condition from any kind or 
degree of logging, ranching, etc. 
than if left to Nature? 

Granted, some plants do better 
if cropped or browsed or burned 
or flooded or whatever. But the 
influences these plants evolved 
to benefit from where nonhuman 
entities, and humans have never 
demonstrated they can come close 
to simulating them to provide the 
overall benefit these natural in- 
fluences do. Dennis, show us any 
logger or rancher — even Native 
American — actually improving an 
ecosystem. 

"All plants" need human help 
or "they'll die."? What about 
saguaros and monkey flowers and 
honey locusts and rock lichens 
and redwoods and watercress and 
columbines and yarrow and kelp 
and milkweed and dogwoods and 
just about every other natural 
plant you can think of? 

Maybe it sounds progressive to 
propose that wild areas be turned 
over to utilization by indigenous 
peoples instead of being desig- 
nated wilderness and such. But in 
the real world we know that In- 
dian reservations all over the con- 
tinent are generally as trashed as 
anywhere else. Would most Na- 
tive Americans just pick a few 
nuts and berries and gather a little 
firewood? Or would they ranch, 
log, commercially cut firewood, 
mine, drive off-road with pick- 
ups, and so on excessively and 
destructively as already does oc- 
cur on nearly every reservation? 

Another consideration is that 
Native Americans probably have 
been doing a lot of environmental 
damage even for thousands of years 
into the past. Evidence strongly 
indicates that some plants and ani- 
mals were essentially wiped out 
and many others reduced in num- 
bers and distribution long before 
Europeans arrived (this is not to 
lessen the vastly greater destruc- 
tion done later by Europeans and 
their descendants). 

So, would the land be better off 
under Native American control 
than under those who control it 
now? It all depends on the people 
and circumstances. I'd guess it 
probably would be in most cases. 
But would it be better off under 
Native American control than if 
left to Nature? Extremely un- 
likely. Does the nonhuman world 
need human assistance to sur- 










vive and flourish? I thought we'd 
figured that Out long ago. No, 
I’m not saying that humans are 
inherently destructive and don't 
have a place in nature. It's just 
that very few people exist any- 
more — even amongst Native 
Americans — who do more good 
than harm. We need to find ways 
to live more naturally and do less 
harm, but in the meantime we 
need to protect the planet. 

— Lynn Jacobs 


Martinez responds: 

Lynn Jacobs expresses, per- 
haps poorly and crudely, some 
very widespread misconcep- 
tions about indigenous cultures 
and nature. They are typically 
Western, especially North 
American, and are precisely 
what I was attempting to ad- 
dress in my article. 

First, who is Dennis 
Martinez? I am O’oaham/ 
Chicano. As director of the In- 
digenous Peoples' Restoration 
Network, I work with tradi- 
tional indigenous communities 
in North America, Mexico, and 
Hawaii. I am co-director with 
my elder, Agnez Pilgrim of 
Siletz Reservation of the 
Takilma Intertribal Project. I 
am on the Advisory Council of 
the Cultural Conservancy, Board 
member of Black Mesa Permaculture 
Project (Navajo), Indigenous 
Permaculture Center, Baca Institute 
of Ethnobotany and a member of 
the Traditional Knowledge Council 
of the American Indian Science and 
Engineering Society . All of these are 
Indian organizations, and all con- 
tribute to the cultural survival of 
Native Americans and Hawaiicno 
(I'm a member of the Kaho'olawe 
Island Reserve Commission). 

Our cultural reference point is 
neither Western "political correct- 
ness" nor "progressive" politics. 
Rather, our cultural orientation is to 
our ancestors and elders who were 
and still are intimately involved 
with the plants and animals — since 
time out of mind. I quoted two such 
elders in my article. The article was 
first published in the Indian maga- 
zine Winds of Change several years 
ago and has since been reprinted in 
a number of Indian publications .. 
Indian response has been favorable, 
white response has been mixed. 
Why? We look at nature funda- 
mentally in different ways. Our en- 
vironmental ethics have spiritual 
teeth: if you don't treat the plants 
and animals with respect, they will 
go extinct and so will you. We don't 
oppose "use" with "conservation." 

Plants and animals have co- 
evolved with humans for perhaps a 
million years, just as plants have 
coevolved with animals, floods, fire, 
wind, snow, etc. We humans are co- 
creators with plants, animals, and 
the “elements" because, unlike the 
Biblical account, creation is never 
finished. They are our relatives. Take 
care of them and they will take care 
of you. Indigenous peoples learned 
over great lengths of time to both 
use and conserve/restore. Undoubt- 
edly mistakes were made. People 
had to leam from those mistakes or 
perish. Today, traditionals repre- 
senting that ancient balanced way 
oppose "progressive" tribal and band 
councils willing to sell out for short- 
term gain. (I have participated in 
this struggle with EF! "Restoration 
brigade" at Sinkyone and with Terra 
Prima on Vancouver Island, BC, in 
our mutual cause against multina- 
tional corporations.) 

The white rationale for genocide 
was that Indians were not using 
the land to its full productive ca- 
pacity. Whites still believe this. So 


does Lynn Jacobs. Another article 
would be all of the ways plants 
respond favorably to the appropri- 
ate kind of care giving. DNA itself 
was effected through Indian burn- 
ing and selective harvesting. Ig- 
nore Indians as keystone ecosys- 
tem players, and you are part of 
the problem and not the solution 
to extinction of species and indig- 
enous cultures. 

— Dennis Martinez 


and these are true accounts of 
what happened. Ultimately 
Hepples' antics were turned 
against the secret state. One of 
the reasons the state brought the 
Gandalf prosecution was, at least 
in part, an act of revenge against 
the GA for exposing their opera- 
tions. The Gandalf case has much 
wider significance, however, and 
it is most important to realize 
this. As a defence strategy, in 


ment down to a squabble be- 
tween personalities and distracts 
attention away from the core is- 
sue — state repression. 

Yours Sincerely. 

— Stephen Booth, Community 
Resistance editor of 
Green Anarchist. 

(Writing in personal capacity. 
This letter is my own opinion 
and does not necessarily repre- 
sent the views of others.) 


Dear EF! Journal folks, 

In the recent Litha (June-July 
'98) issue of the EF! Journal, the 
"Going Wild" Rewilding the Gila 
supplement by the SW Center for 
Biological Diversity (P.18) mis- 
takenly said that "Sky Island 
Watch" teamed up with SWCBD 
and SW Trout to "put the Rio 
Grande cutthroat trout on the 
Endangered Species list." This 
should read "Carson Forest 
Watch" not Sky Island Watch (no 
cutthroats in Sky Islands!) We 
three groups petitioned the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service to list the Rio 
Grande cutthroat trout as an en- 
dangered species in Feb. '98. 
SWCBD recently filed 
a lawsuit against 
USFWS for failing to 
respond to our peti- 
tion in the required 90 
days. Thanks for mak- 
ing the correction in 
the next issue. Long 
live the native trout! 

Sincerely, 

— JOANIE BERDIE, 

'Director' Carson 
Forest Watch 
Citizens Group 


August/September 1997, Paul 
Rogers, (the unnamed General 
Editor of Green Anarchist attacked 
in Noel's letter) tried to use the 
trial to expose these secret state 
dirty tricks. Paul's barrister re- 
fused to cooperate and resigned 
the case rather than accept Paul's 
instructions. As a result of this 
Paul was severed from the case to 
be tried later. Some of the other 
defendants disagreed with Paul's 
strategy, but I think it is clear he 
has every moral and legal right to 
pursue that strategy. I agree with 
Noel that the Gandalf trial is 
about free speech and about sup- 
pressing our capacity to publish 


Dear EFiers everywhere, 

We have recently learned 
the EF! Journal’s "Eco-Ac- 
tion/EF! France" contact, 
Adrian Franks, is a con- 
firmed infiltrator. While 
claiming to be a mere foot 
doctor, he had established 
"Risk Crisis Analysis," an 
outfit registered both in 
France and Britain to sell 
information about "vio- 
lent" and "dangerous" ac- 
tivist groups from a variety 
of movements and coun- 
tries. Please take the neces- 
sary precautions/action. 

Adrian used the last 
names Lechene and Mayer 
for use with his corporate 
clients. Many of Adrian's cli- 
ents have been contacted to 
explain that they will no 
longer receive any useful infor- 
mation from him — and while we 
oppose their corporate destruc- 
tion of the Earth, we are nonvio- 
lent and Adrian had exaggerated 
the nature of our activities for his 
own profit-making purposes. 

We strongly recommend you 
cut all ties with Adrian Franks/ 
Mayer/Lechene. Take him off 
mailing lists (95, rue de la Marine, 
62224 Equihen-Plage, France; eco- 
action.ef.mala@wanadoo.fr). 

This is quite shocking news to 
us here, as we've known Adrian 
personally through various in- 
ternational gatherings. He even 
attended our "Towards Car-Free 


Deer Shit for Brians, 

1 would like to thank all the 
folks who have supported my 
work at the Journal and also sup- 
ported my decision to leave. The 
past five and a half years have 
been a hoot, but it's time to make 
room for new blood at the paper. 

And to answer the most fre- 
quent question I hear: I'm now 
working at the Native Forest 
Council {(541) 688-2600} on their 
fine publication, the Forest Voice. 

But don't for a minute think I 
will cease to be active with EF!; 
I'm trying to get together a bunch 
of colonialists to head over to the 
UK EF! gathering September 9, 
and I'm planning to start an EF! 
Action Update (newsletter) for the 
US. Let me know if you want to 
participate or help in any way. 
Thanks for all the fun, 

— Jim Flynn 

JIMFLYNN@FORESTCOUNCIL.ORG 


Dear Shit Fer Brains, 

Missing from Journal coverage 
of the recent Sierra Club 
Democrisis was the bogosity in- 
herent in the fundamental na- 
ture of immigration itself. Immi- 
gration, as opposed to migration, 
depends on assuming the valid- 
ity of the international border as 
legitimate, if not sacrosanct. 

The forces that imposed the in- 
ternational border on us are the 
same ones that would have us as 
captive audience for the petro- 
economy and cornucopia of 
chemicals of industrial farming, 
be it soy for cattle on the prairie or 
old growth for paneling in the 
beautiful hills of Oregon. 

The real issue here is not who's 
crossing arbitrary lines in the sand 
or water but population increases 
around the world and the effects 
of high population growth on the 
carrying capacity of all ecosystems. 
Those who benefit from a large 
pool of cheap labor that unre- 
strained popula- 
tion growth leaves 
in its wake and the 
religious fanatics 
who provide the 
theology to make it 
palatable are our 
enemies, not 
people following a 
treacherous eco- 
nomic path of least 
resistance. 

Of course read- 
ers of the Journal 
should hardly be 
surprised when the 
most reactionary of 
liberal environ- 
mentalists attempt 
to close the door 
on opportunity, as 
they did here in 
California with 
education, so long 
as they’ve got theirs 
already. If they were willing to 
live, say, at the level where their 
impact would equal that of an 
Honduran then they'd be more 
convincing but no less wrong. 

So long as the people who run 
this country rig it so that we get so 
much more than the rest of the 
world, immigration will be inevi- 
table. The solution to this is to 
drop our artificially cheap abun- 
dance of trivial crap and abandon 
the growth-imperative economy, 
not blame the powerless. 

I applaud the Sierrans as a whole 
for doing the right thing here. Lets 
just be sure we don't accept the 
reactionary terms of the Seirrhoids 
to frame this important debate. 

-Marc Salomon, San Francisco, 
CA PUNK@QUEERNEf.ORG 


Dear EF! Journal: 

Re: GREEN ANAR- 
CHIST and THE 
HEPPLE INFILTRA- 
TION As one of the 
jailed and now bailed 
editors of Green Anar- 
chist, I feel I must write 
about the letter by 
Noel Molland in your 
February/March issue (p. 3). Some 
people from North America have 
written to GA taking Noel's letter 
to be a denial of the Hepple af- 
fair. As one of the people directly 
affected, I can assure you that 
Green Anarchist was definitely in- 
filtrated by the secret state spy 
and provocateur, Tim Hepple, 
during 1991-92. Noel was not 
involved in the Hepple episode, 
and so is not in a position to 
deny it. The "A Lie Too Far" case 
is not a 'scare story' — it really did 
happen, but six years on from it 
we are not bloody scared and we 
are still here, alive and kicking. 
Nor has it made us paranoid. The 
point is the infiltrator was ex- 
posed in the booklets A Lie Too 
Far and At War With The Truth’ 


facts and opinions. It is also about 
suppressing the politics of direct 
action based protest, and about 
suppressing anarchism. Noel's 
point about the significance of 
the case does not detract from 
the possibility that Paul's strat- 
egy of exposing the Hepple affair 
and other secret state matters in 
court might have some effect on 
the process. A possible defense 
strategy is something apart from 
the general significance of the 
case itself. I can understand why 
Noel writes attacking Paul as 
'paranoid' and an 'ego-head.' Paul 
has his faults but so does Noel, as 
we all have faults. Name calling 
is not helpful. All this is unfortu- 
nate because it reduces an attack 
by the state on the green move- 


Cities" last October. We knew 
he didn't seem to be doing much 
as EF! France, and we found it a 
bit odd he was a meat-eating 
animal rights activist, but we 
thought him a legitimate activ- 
ist all the same. It turns out that 
someone in our Car Busters of- 
fice here in Lyon had been qui- 
etly compiling some of the proof 
against Adrian for the last couple 
months. When presented with 
the damaging evidence, Adrian 
had nothing to say to defend 
himself. 

We would be happy to serve as 
EF! France contact in Adrian's 
absence. 

All the best, 

— Randy Ghent, France 
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BOOK REVIEW BY GEORGE WUERTHNER 

In the evening, before we encamped, another immense 
herd (bison) made its appearance, running along the 
bluffs at full speed, and although at least a mile from us, 
we could distinctly hear the sound of their feet, which 
resembled distant thunder. 

— -John Bradbury, Travels in the Interior of American 
in the Years 1809, 1810, 1811 

Daniel Licht's new book, Ecology and Economics 
of the Great Plains, has an accurate, 
descriptive title for what might more 
poetically be called "Distant Thun- 
der." For rolling within this volume 
is not only a celebration of the basic 
ecological-geographical relationships 
on the plains and how economic ac- 
tivities, primarily 
agriculture, have af- 
fected them, but 
also a compelling 
strategic outline of 
how to restore the 
distant thunder of 
bison as well as the 
rest of the region's 
ecological fabric. 

Licht's book docu- 
ments how radically 
altered the Great 
Plains have been 
since their settle- 
ment by Euro- 
Americans, and yet, 
ironically, Licht also 
contends that no 
landscape offers as 
great an opportu- 
nity for widespread landscape resto- 
ration. 

As a landscape, the Great Plains are 
mostly unloved and largely unknown 
outside of the region. Today most 
people simply look at the Great Plains 
as a place to get over and beyond, not 
a place to linger, and certainly not a 
place to love and nurture. However, 
as any comprehensive reading of the 
journals of early travelers demonstrates, the plains 
were once an awe-inspiring landscape with a mag- 
nificently raw climate and an abundance of wild- 
life. In fact, prior to Euro-American settlement, the 


plains contained the greatest concentration of wild- 
life in North America. 

The story begins with a basic description of the 
region's climate and geography, and a brief history 
of its settlement. This is followed by chapters on 
Great Plains biodiversity, what it once was, and 
what it is now. There is a chapter that brings these 
generalized concepts to bear on specific species like 
the black-footed ferret, Dakota skipper butterfly, 
swift fox, gray wolf, prairie dog and American bury- 
ing beetle. In these brief species overviews, Licht is 
particularly good at showing that not only were 
many of these species individually important in the 
grassland ecosystem, some were keystone species 
that essentially acted as biological processes shap- 
ing evolution. 

For example, in presenting a case for the restora- 
tion of the wolf to the plains, Licht argues we could 
restore more than just an extirpated species, we could 
restore the ecological function of a major predator. 

The loss of large predators like wolves, along with 
the habitat changes wrought by agriculture and hu- 
man settlement, have contributed to a huge increase 
in mid-size predators like skunks and red foxes. At the 
same time, the amount of habitat for prey species, like 
prairie waterfowl, has shrunk, making it easier for 
predators to find nesting waterfowl. The result is a 
huge decline in ducks. This is due in part to habitat 


conversion, but it is also a consequence of a predation 
relationship that didn't exist 100 years ago. 

Licht reviews both public and private lands and 
opportunities for conservation. Then working upon 


the foundation provided by the Poppers, Bob Scott, 
and others, he gives statistic after statistic to docu- 
ment the decline of the Great Plains' rural economy 
and its social institutions. He follows this with the 
single best discussion I've ever seen of America's 
farm program and how it not only contributes to 
the destruction of the grassland ecosystem but also 
is destroying America's farmers. 

His last few chapters provide a hopeful look into 
the future. He discusses major ecological reserves 
on the plains and the political obstacles to restor- 
ing these reserves. 

Licht's book is well researched and documented 
with numerous references, graphs and charts. More 
importantly, it is insightful and hopeful. By the 
time you're done reading Ecology and Economics of 
the Great Plains, you'll not only be convinced that 
we should restore the plains but that we can. 

My only quip with the book concerns Licht's 
treatment of the role of livestock in his strategies for 
restoration. Despite his excellent review of how live- 
stock production has negatively affected the grass- 
lands, Licht suggests that somehow we can reform 
grazing to make it more compatible with conserva- 
tion goals while providing continuing economic 
opportunities for rural residents. In this respect, 
Licht is not alone, of course, and there are many who 
advocate grazing reform as not only politically fea- 
sible, but desirable. 

Such hopeful argu- 
ments for reforming 
livestock production 
always leave out a 
contextual frame- 
work for discussion of 
its full ecological im- 
pacts. For instance, 
we mustn't forget that 
all those croplands 
Licht documents as 
fragmenting and de- 
grading the Great 
Plains- are growing 
crops like corn to feed 
livestock, primarily 
cattle. And after ex- 
plaining why wolf res- 
toration is of such im- 
portance, it seems 
rather naive to as- 
sume that livestock 
producers would per- 
mit the restoration of 
a major predator 
across a substantial 
amount of the plains 
landscape. 

Despite these harsh 
political realities, 
Licht's book is wor- 
thy of reading, not 
only by those inter- 
ested in the plains or 
grasslands, but by 
anyone interested in 
restoration. Ecology 
and Economics of the Great Plains_p resents a conser- 
vation biology based method for analyzing the 
human-land interaction and a reasoned strategy 
for landscape-scale restoration. 





BOOK REVIEW BY SUSAN FRANZ 


Greenwar, a newly published novel by Stephen Gould and Laura Mixon, dives 
into the ethical considerations of blowing up multinationals. 

The story begins in Albuquerque, New Mexico, with a group of environmental 
activists that have just blown up Woodland Products, a giant, nasty corporation 
destroying forests everywhere. Gabriel Cervantes is a popular environmental 
activist who has been involved in desert issues for many years and is thought to 
be involved in the bombing. After the action, he and his friends Jax and Mark 
are approached by a woman named Boadica who offers all the supplies needed 
to inflict harm on a "green" corporation doing sustainable energy research. 
Boadica thinks green corporations are more despicable than regular polluters 
because they create the illusion that corporations can be sustainable. 


The story showcases technological know-how in the fields of diving and 
ocean research. It also does an excellent job inserting the mandatory love 
affair necessary to all thrillers. The authors juice up the love affair by 
masquerading it in a series of crises. The first crisis to hit Gulf Stream I, the 
green corporation's facility, is a hurricane off the Florida coast. This makes 
the facility an easy target while it is being repaired. The second crisis is 
General Motors falling through as a funder and the corporation having to 
look for other auto producers to keep up the venture. 

An extra bonus in the mix is that Gabriel is the past lover of Emma 
Tooke, the woman who designed and runs the facility. Emma is the strong 
heroine-type who will do anything to see her project through and will not 
let a past flame get in her way. 

The book mixes Environmental Protection Agency environmental com- 
pliance conspiracy with FBI COINTELPRO tactics to create a thriller that 
will make you question property destruction. It also begs the question of 
whether facilities like Gulf Stream actually help our sustainability. This is 
a must-read for all Earth Firstlers. 
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Terrapin '? part of the tofoe kidge chain, just South 

of the James kiver 
The Terrapin Mtn. timber Sale would plow through 

these forests... C-ontact 
SF-UOt at FOF> 1&J1 , C-harlotteSville, VA 22J02. 
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LOOKING FOR ACTION THIS SUMMER? 


Regional Rondees for Everyone 

Georgia — The Katuah bioregion will host a regional rondee from Au- 
gust 13-17 in Northern Georgia. It will include fun, workshops, training 
and knowledge about the area. Bring food donations or cold cash for the 
field kitchen. Write Katuah EF! at POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 or call 
John Johnson (423) 624-3939 or Nina at (706) 355-9963. 

Vermont — The Lamb Brook Roadless Area of the green mountains will 
house this year's Northeast rondee from September 4-7. Everyone is 
urged to stay later for more fun. Although the courts have ruled that a 
previous proposal to log in the roadless area was illegal, the Freddies and 
industry are back at it. There will be music, trainings and much more. For 
more info contact Wassumkeag EF!, POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974; 
noreastah@acadia.net or contact NFN at (802) 863-0571; nfnena@sover.net. 

Dorset, UK — This gathering will be held in the Southwest portion of 
the country and will run from September 9-14. With workshops, 
discussions and practical skills training on all subjects relating to 
radical ecological direct action, it's a week not to miss. For all the 
details contact Earth First! Summer Gathering, c/o Cornerstone Re- 
source Centre, 16 Sholebroke Ave., Chapeltown, Leeds, LS7 3HB, UK; 
0113-262-9365; cornerstone@gn.apc.org. 

Montana — Held in Montana's Bitterroot Valley at the Teller Wildlife 
Refuge, the Wild Rockies Rondee will take place from September 18-20. 
The Alliance for the Wild Rockies invites you to join over 300 conserva- 
tionists from around the US to renew your committment to this unique 
bioregion. For a complete schedule, contact AWR at POB 8731, Missoula, 
MT 59807; (406) 721-5420; jamie@wildrockies.org. 

Wisconsin — Chippewa Valley EF! invites everyone to a Midwest Re- 
gional Rondee from September 25-27. For more details write Or call 
Chippewa EF!, POB 143, Menomonie, WI 54751-0790; (608) 255-8765. 


the Depavers 

ECO-ROCK YOU, 

"Have a Global Warming Day" 

- tide cut as heard on NPR . 
Featuring Jan and Spring 
Lunoberg on vocals. Gettheir 
1 3-song first album, 
oncassette for $1 2, from 
Alliance for a Paving Moratorium 
P.O. Box 4347, Areata, 
Humboldt, Calif. 9551 8 USA 


New film: 

M c L i b e l: Tw o 
Worlds Collide 

The inside story of how a single fa- 
ther AND A PART-TIME BAR WORKER TOOK 
ontheMcDonald's Corporation. Send 
CHECK OR MONEY ORDER (US$20) PAY- 
ABLE to One-Off Productions, BCM 
Oops, London, WC1N 3XX, UK. 


Paper or Plastic? 
Cloth or Disposable? 
Mow... or Let It Grow? 



A rc you trying to live a more balanced life — one that reflects wise 
and conscious environmental choices? Struggling with how to 
eat healthier foods and avoid harmful chemicals? Trying to figure out 
how your actions and those of others affect the entire ecosystem? 

Then look to E/Vhe Environmental Magazine — 
your guide to informed environmental decisions . 

livery issue of E is jam-packed with a wide variety of environmental 
topics and will provide you with loads of information and ideas for 
living more in harmony with the Harth. 

“Where have I been to miss such an outstanding publication?” 

— Dean Whitehead, West Hollywood, CA 



ft's not easy 
being green, 
but help is 
on the way! 



SEND FOR A FREE TRIAL ISSUE TODAY! 


Send me my FREE 
trial issue of E/The 
Environmental Magazine. If 1 like it, I can 
subscribe for one year (6 issues) for only 
$19.95. If not. I'll just return the subscrip- 
tion invoice marked “cancel” and return it 
to you. The FREE issue is mine to keep 
with no cost or obligation to me. 


CITY. STATE, ZIP 


AS983F 


K Magazine, P.O. Box 2047, Marion, OH 43305 

For Faster Service Call 1-800-967-6572! 
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New Zero Cut Primer Available 

The Native Forest Council is now taking bulk orders for a new hard-hitting 
primer on Zero Cut, advocating complete and uncompromised protection for all 
public lands, watersheds, fish and wildlife. This educational 16-page special 
edition of the Forest Voice is suitable for distribution to conferences, conventions, 
public meetings, churches, book stores, libraries, natural food stores, coffee 
houses and the unaware — everywhere. 

It is available in boxes of 25, 50, 100, 250 and 500. It comes free although you 
must help with shipping: $5 for 25; $10 for 100; $25 for 250 and $45 for 500. 

Indicate your name, address, quantity, phone and email in your order. Send to 
NFC, POB 2190, Eugene, OR 97402;(541)688-2600; deborah@forestcouncil.org. 


THE BEAR ESENTIAL 
MAGAZINE’S ANNUAL 
EDWARD ABBEY 
FICTION AWARD 


The "Abbey" award recognizes new 
fiction lending itself to the spirit of Ed 
Abbey. The award is open to all writers 
who submit original, unpublished 
manuscripts. Complete award guide- 
lines are available by sending a SASE 
to Abbey Award, POB 10342, Port- 
land, OR 97296. 

Prizes — $500 and publication to one 
winner and publication of honorable 
mention to finalists. 

Deadline — Postmarked by Septem- 
ber 8, 1998 

Word limit— 4,500. Reading fee: $8. 
per entry 

Style — Include name, address and 
phone on first page of type written, 
double-spaced manuscripts. Send 
manuscript, check and a SASE to the 
above address. 


Action Camps 

Bay Area EF! 

August 14-17 

Workshops on climbing, labor 
organizing, eco-philosophies, me- 
dia, nonviolence, action strategy, 
banner making and hanging, Art 
and Revolution puppet making and 
street theatre. Hosted by Food Not 
Bombs. Call (925) 376-2726 for 
more information. 

Gifford Pinchot NF 

August 7-11 

Come learn how to defend for- 
ests. Participate in strategy work- 
shops and skill sharing. The Gifford 
Pinchot is calling for help. For di- 
rections or are interested in help- 
ing, contact (541) 485-7333. 

Action Camps 


Active Resistance 1998 

Toronto, Canada August 17-23 

AR '98 is a revolutionary left, anti-capitalist gathering uniting theory 
and practice. We will work to transform society and ourselves by confront- 
ing capitalism, imperialism, colonization, patriarchy, racism, heterosexism, 
state-violence and all forms of domination and exploitation by being 
critical of systems, institutions and technologies and by using tactics of 
resistance and direct action. 

In order to help generate funds for putting on the conference, we ask 
those that are able to pre-register as soon as possible. Registration is 
US$25/$35 CAN, and includes workshops, food and housing. Payments 
can be made to Active Resistance at POB 123, 275 King St. E, Toronto, ON 
Canada M5A 1K2; (416) 635-2763; resist@tao.ca. 


Calling All 
Acnvisr Mothers 

Currently, I am compiling a book 
entitled "Women Raising Chil- 
dren, Women Raising Revolution. 
Stories of Activist Mothers.' I 

AM SEEKING STORIES, POETRY, RANTS, 
RAVES, ARTWORK, ETC., FROM WOMEN 
ABOUT THE. REALITIES OF BALANCING 
THE ART OF MOTHERHOOD AND THE 
DEMANDS OF ACTIVISM. ALONG WITH 
YOUR SUBMISSIONS, I NEED YOUR AD- 
DRESS AND PHONE, A BRIEF BIO AND A 
PICTURE OF YOU AND YOUR KIDS. 

Send articles asap. Please help 

SPREAD TH E WORD TO OTHER ACTIVIST 

mothers. Send to Mother Sto- 
ries, c/o Olivia Lim, POB 148 5, 
Ashville, NC 28802. 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

Use the form on page 34 


tlieN 

Res 


information about 
& support for 
imprisoned 
anti-nuclear & 
anti-war activists 



• Action reports & future actions 1 
Prisoner support info • International | 
resistance news • Writings from jail 
A network for nonviolent direct action! 


$ 15/year 

(US$20 Canada, US$25 overseas) 

ASK FOR A FREE SAMPLE ISSUE 


POB 43383, Tucson, AZ 85733 USA 
nukeresister@igc.org 






THEN GET OFF YUR BUNS AND GO 


Wild Rockies Week 

A U GUST 11-17 


The Greater Salmon-Selway Ecosystem has a forest health problem. It is 
infected with the US Forest Service, which has decided that there are too many 
pristine rivers, lynx, steelhead and old-growth roadless areas in Idaho. Hence, 
the Otter Wing and Mackey Day timber sales are under attack by roadbuilding 
and clearcutting right next to the Cove/Mallard sales. Well, to heal the forest, 
the Cove/Mallard Coalition has prescribed a week of resistance and fun. 
Workshops, hikes in unparalleled wildness, beer, music, bonefires, monitoring 
and actions will highlight this year's gathering. Be prepared to teach, learn, help 
out, camp out, party and take action for the Big Wild. Join Us! For more 
information and directions contact the Cove/Mallard Coalition at POB 8968, 
Moscow, ID 83843; (208) 882-9755; cove@moscow.com. 

Earth First! Traveling Art Show 

Now Available! 

The EF! Art Show is a small format installation featuring EF! t-shirt and 
Journal cover art, historic memorabelia and poetry. It is suitable for small 
clubs, galleries, cafes or public spaces. The show is available for EF! groups 
and friends to aid in fundraising and Earth awareness in your area. The 
only cost is for shipping (about $25). Shows need to be reserved a month 
in advance. Limit the duration of your showing to two weeks. 

Artists are invited to contribute copies of their artwork and poetry to 
expand the styles and themes presented over. Please mount the artwork 
or poetry on a piece of stiff cardboard or recycled matte board. Label the 
piece with the title and name of the artist. Reduce images and poetry to 
8.5" by 11" before matting, and typeset poetry in a large, easily readable 
font. None of the art is for sale, and the artwork submitted cannot be 
returned. For more information contact EF! Santa Cruz at POB 344, 
SantaCruz, CA 95061;cruzef@cruzio.com. 


Chiapas Video 

***New Release***New Release*** 

"Lacandona: The Zapatistas and Rainforest of Chiapas, Mexico" 

Just released by the Native Forest Network (NFN) and Action for Com- 
munity and Ecology in the Rainforests of Central America (ACERCA), this 
26-minute video explores the natural wealth of the Lacandon rainforest, 
those who wish to exploit it and how these link to both the Zapatista 
uprising and the ensuing government repression. 

The film probes into the Zapatistas' struggle for self-determination and 
protection of their ancestral homelands from the threats of multinational 
corporations and neoliberalism. "Lacandona" will undoubtedly prove to 
be a valuable tool to grassroots organizers, as well as educating civil society 
about these issues which are of paramount importance to us all. 

To order in the Americas, send (US) $10 plus $2 shipping and handling. 
Institutions send $25 plus $2 s&h. All others, please inquire. Send check 
or money order to (earmark, video): Native Forest Network Eastern North 
America Resource Center, POB 57 Burlington, VT USA 05402; (802) 863- 
0571 864-8203 fax; nfnena@sover.net; http://www.nativeforest.org. 


MANY MOONS 



MfNSTlUUMK 

, «« » C#TtW 


Un-natural Menstruation ?? 

Toxic Shock Artificial Fragrances 

Dioxins Millions of T ons of Garbage 


Just some of the "benefits" offered to Women by the trans-national 
makers of Disposable pads. There are health and planet Positive 
alternatives; Many Moons is proud to offer Women; 



Washable Pad 
with "wings" 


• 100 % Cotton Washable Menstrual Pads/Pant y liners 

• The ’Keeper" Natural Gum Rubber Menstrual Cup 
a Non-chlorine bleached single use products 


Free brochure - Call Toll-Free 1-800-916-4444 (24hr/day) 


V 


Many Moons 

Box 59, 15 - 1594 Fairfield Rd 

Victoria, BC, Canada, V8S 1 GO (we ship worldwide) 



Bring Back the 
Buffalo! Roadshow 

Sixty million buffalo once roamed 
North America. Today the last 1,500 
wild buffalo hold out in Yellowstone 
through harsh winters and Montana's 
state sanctioned slaughter of buffalo 
who leave the park. A grassroots coali- 
tion of Native American and non- 
native environmentalists with the 
group Buffalo Nations worked all last 
winter to stop the senseless slaughter. 
Come find out what you can do to 
protect the Yellowstone buffalo and 
hear music inspired by all that is wild 
with songs by Timothy Hull. 

•Sept 15- Bellingham, WA 

•Sept 16- Cyber Cafe, Clinton, 

Whidbey Island, WA 

•Sept 17- Cascadia Forest Revue, 

Portland, OR 503/241-4879 

•Sept 18- Olympia, WA 

•Sept 19- Reed College, Portland, OR 

•Sept 22-Corvallis, OR 

•Sept 25- Areata, CA 

•Sept 26-Recreation Center, 

Mendocino, CA 

•Sept 27-Heartwood 

If you or your group can help pub- 
licize an event, please call! For more 
info contact (360) 341-4601 or (503) 
24 1-48 7 9; tinker@whidbey.com. 


Gaia Music 
Festival Rescheduled 


This three day camp out for Headwa- 
ters has been rescheduled to October 2- 
4 in Mendocino County. Performers, 
vendors and musicians can call (707) 
923-4949 for more information. 


The Caretaker Gazette is a unique 
newsletter containing job openings, 
advice & information for property 
caretakers, housesitters & landowners 
Published since 1983, each issue has 
80+ property caretaking job oppor- 
tunities, worldwide.Property caretak- 
ers enjoy rent-free living in desirable 
locations.Only$ 15/half yr, or$24/ yr. 
#1 Source for 



The Caretaker Gazette, 1 845 Deane- 
EF, Pullman WA 99 163 .Credit card 
orders, please call: (509) 332-0806. 


A/ ternatives 

brings it all together— 

For 25 yrs Alternatives 
has brought together 
community activists, 
and researchers to 
discuss environmental 
Issues with all their 
social, political and economic components. 

Subscribe today! 

Please send your name, address, wilh a cheque to: 
Alternatives Journal, c/o Environmental Studies 
li of Waterloo, Waterloo, ON, Can., N2L 3G1 
Call (519) 888-4545 lo order by credit card 
I year foreign $34 ( US) 



Attention: 


BlOCl.MRK ANARCHISTS, 
TROUBLE MAKERS, Ll 1)1)1 ITS, 
PRIM1TIV IS IS, IIKMTM RIC 
PHILOSOPHERS AM) 1)1 A I A\ I s! 


There is a new biocentric anarchist 
quarterly coming out called FERAL 
dedicated to expanding biocentric 
theory and practice. This is for every- 
one who believes in wildness, freedom, 
wilderness and animal defense or any- 
one who is into independent thought, 
pushing the boundaries of creative dia- 
logue. The first issue will be released 
winter of 1998. We are presently ask- 
ing for submissions (deadline is Sep- 
tember 1), donations, contacts and help 
with distribution. Please contact us for 
a mission statement, submission re- 
quirements, merchandise list or dead- 
lines and themes for future issues. 

Send requests and donations to 
FERAL, 530 Divisadero, Suite 321, 
San Francisco, CA 94117; 
highwater@hotmail.com. 


Disaster Strikes Lucy 


Parson’s Center, Help! 

The Lucy Parson's Center, Boston's 
only collectively run autonomous 
infoshop/bookstore was hit with di- 
saster on June 13. A huge rainstorm 
flooded the basement where two- 
thirds of the stock was being stored. 
No insurance will cover the loss. Al- 
ready suffering from low sales, a plea 
is being sent for bailout help. Please 
help the 30-year-old center remain 
open. Send any assistance to LPC, 259 A 
Elm St., Somerville, MA 02144. 



CONCERNED^ 1/ 
SINGLES ~ 
NEWSLETTER 

links compatible, 
socially conscious 
singles who care 
about the earth, 
the environment, 

' and a healthy society. 

Nationwide • All agaa • Sinca 1904 
Free Sample: Write Box 444-EF, 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242: 

call (413) 445-6309; 

or browse http://www.concemedslngles.com 


Fantastic 
Phone Savings! 

from 


Affinity 


Long Distance 

Affinity Long Distance 
guarantees a rate reduction 
on your phone bill. Plus, 
Affinity will give 5% of your 
bill to the EF! Journal', 
a gift that keeps on giving. 
To sign up, contact Steve at 
Affinity, 2631 Regent St., 
Berkeley, CA 94704-3314 
(510) 644-2778 
ORG# 6710500-000 • REP# 141-0142-85 
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MERCH FIRST! 


T-SHIRTS 

(All t-shirts are 100% cotton and 
available in medium, large and extra 
large. For XXL add an additional $3.) 

Earth First! Fist 

Green Fist on Unbleached — $12 
Black Fist on Kelly or Willow Green— $12 
Multi-color on Black or Forest Green— $15 
Green Fist w/ White lettering on Black— $12 

Eagle (not pictured) 

Black on Unbleached— $12 


! 


Earth First! Tools 

Black Tools on Unbleached— $12 
Black Tools on Blue or Tan — small only $6! 


Send for a FREE copy of our 

COMPLETE MERCHANDISE CATALOG ! 



0 5 UAL! Z. 




Stop Public Lands Ranching 

“The Cow that Ate the West ” 

(not pictured) 

Black on Cream — large only $10! 



No Fucking Compromise 

White on Black— $12 



Visualize Direct Action 


Arm & Wrench 


Black and White on Unbleached— $12 


More EF! 


Multi-color on Yellow/Gold— $15 





100% Hemp Wallets 


Tan w/Black & Green Fist and Black Lettering 
specify wording “Greed Kills” or “Earth First!” — only $10! 


Fist Patch 

Quality 3-inch patches for 
your daypack, jacket or butt 

Earth First! Fist — $3 

Rubber Stamps 

Sturdy wood-block stamps 
made from unfinished scrap 
Earth First! Fist — $5 
Earth First! Tools — $5 


NEW • NEW • NEW 

100% Hemp Cap 

Tan w/black & green 
embroidered fist — $14 

Fist Caps 

(100% cotton, adjustable) 
Desert Camo — $12 
Brown Forest Camo — $12 


Silent Agitators 

Little 1.5-inch stickers good 
for your bike or your bulldozer 
Earth First! Fist — 30/$2 
Earth First! Tools — 30/$2 
No Deal, Assholes — 30/$2 

Window Stickers 

3-inch stickers for high visability 

EF! Fist-4/$l • Anti-Grazing-8/$l 



•NEW* Do or Die # 7 

By activists, for activists. Broad spectrum anarcho- 
politics from the UK. Investigative reports on occupa- 
tions and treehouses, opencast mining, industrial 
agriculture, video activism, patriarchy, prisoners, 
ecological land-based struggles from Indonesia to 
Mexico. Reviews and contacts. 165 pages — Only $7 

Concrete: Think Like a Mountain 

By Paul Chadwick. A full-color illustrated novel 
about a group of EFIers who contact Concrete (a 
mountaineer/writer trapped in a concrete body) to help 
with an old-growth campaign. A 6-issue comic book 
series compiled into a book about EF! history and 
philosophy. 160 pages— $17 

Road Raging: Top Tips for Wreck- 
ing Roadbuilding 

By Road Alert! Campaign organizing field manual 
with stories from British anti-roads campaigns. Dia- 
grams, sample flyers and forms, contacts, resources, 
appendicies. 220 pages— $12 

Anarchist Farm 

By Jane Doe. Fiction. 192 pages — $10 

The Big Outside 
A Descriptive Inventory of the Big 
Wilderness Areas of the United States 

By Dave Foreman & Howie Wolke. Maps, list of 
areas by size and state. 490 pages — $17 

Desert Solitaire 

A Season in the Wilderness 

By Edward Abbey. Nonfiction. 295 pages — $6 

EF! Direct Action Manual 

The antidote to despair! Over 150 pages on blockad- 
ing tactics, techniques and devices to defend the 
Earth. Diagrams, forms, graphics. 154 pages — $8 

Earth First! Songbook 

77 songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info — $10 

ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood. Extensively 
revised, expanded third edition. 350 pages — $18 

Ecological Resistance Movements: 
The Global Emergence of Radical and 
Popular Environmentalism 

Edited by Bron Taylor. 422 pages — $20 

The End of Nature 

By Bill McKibben. 226 pages — $12 

Green Rage 

Radical Environmentalism and the 
Unmaking of Civilization 

By Christopher Manes. 291 pages — $15 

Grizzly Years 

In Search of the American Wilderness 

By Doug Peacock. Photos. 375 pages — $13 

The Monkeywrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey. Fiction. 387 pages — $7 

Refuge 

An Unnatural History of Family and Place 

By Terry Tempest Williams. 304 pages — $12 

A Sand County Almanac with Essays 
on Conservation from Round River 

By Aldo Leopold. Special edition. 295 pages — $10 

Think Like a Mountain 

Towards a Council of All Beings 

By John Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming, Arne 
Naess. Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. 128 pages — $10 

Waste of the West 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs. Encyclopedic overview of grazing. 
Contact list, statistics, over 1,000 photos, car- m 
toons, graphics, charts, maps. 602 pages — $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke. Ned Ludd Books. 240 pages — $15 
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All music and merchandise prices include shipping, handling and royalties 


If A Tree Falls Alice Di Micele Greg Keeler 


Benefit album about saving 
the forest co-produced by 
EFler Darryl Cherney, featur- 
ing John Trudell, Zero, Robert 
Hoyt, Joanne Rand, Bruce 
Cockburn, Hank Williams, Jr., 
Buffy Sainte-Marie, Dan 
Fogelberg, Jello Biafra and 
Mojo Nixon, The Tinklers, 

Alice Di Micele, The Wyrd 
Sisters, Ferron and Rumors of 
the Big Wave! 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Keep It Wild! 

14 songs from seven favorite 
EF! musicians: Darryl Cherney, 
Alice Di Micele, Robert Hoyt, 
Dana Lyons, Casey Neill, Peg 
Millett and Joanne Rand. 
Designed by EFIers and pack- 
aged in recycled pulp with 
vegetable ink. What more 
could ya want? 

"Keep It Wild!" The Beaver Song, 
Flaming Arrows, Live Like a Prayer, 
Remember Me, Earth First!, 

Quittin' Time, Turn of the Wrench, 
Radiation on My Windshield, 
Defend the Earth, TV God, 

Dancing on the Ruins 
• ON SALE! • 
TAPE— $9 • CD— $14 

Darryl Cherney 

No one can create a campaign 
song as fast as Darryl. He's a 
campfire favorite. 

"Timber" Who Bombed Judi 
Bari?, Arizona Power Lines, Earth 
Night Action, Which Side Art ' 
You On? TAPE— $12 
"They Sure Don't Make 
Hippies Like They Used To!" 
Free the Dead, Spike a Tree For 
Jesus, We're All Dead Ducks, 

Xerox the Money TAPE — $ 1 2 
"I Had to Be Born This 
Century" Earth First!, It's 
CAMP, Ballad of the BLM 
TAPE— $12 

Timothy Hull 

An uplifting travelogue of 
environmental activism, 
Timothy's music invokes the 
spirit of the wild. 

"Brightness of Brightness" 
Brightest Angel, Twilight Songs, 
Tough Reckoning, No Destinations, 
My Shirt CD— $17 
"Dragons on the Road" 

The American Side of the Moon, 
All Our Merry Hearts, Sing to Say, 
The Black Horse TAPE— $12 


Alice is arguably the 
Northwest's most talented 
singer/songwriter. Her voice and 
lyrics cut straight to your heart. 
"Naked" Trouble in Mind, Make 
it Last, The TV Song, Out of 
Control, Pretty Blue 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Searching" Defend the Earth, 
Land of Broken Promises, Lift Us Up 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Too Controversial" American 
Dream, I Won't Say Good-bye, 
Everybody Needs to be Free 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"It's a Miracle" All or Nothing, 
Not for Sale, The God in You, 
First Snow, The Beaver Song 
TAPE— $12 

"Make a Change" Let it Rain, 
Wise Old Woman, Dismantle, 
Leonard Peltier, In a Gentle Way 
TAPE— $12 

"Circle of Women" (with 
Windsong, Ellouise Burrell, Shelly 
Phillips, Freyda Epstein and Tina 
Maua) Ancient and contemporary 
songs and chants. Earth My Body, 
Circle Round For Freedom, Mother 
I Feel You, Down By The Riverside 
CD— $17 


EXIT- 13 


Green grindcore. Extreme 
noise that advocates monkey- 
wrenching, vegetarianism, 
resistance and hemp. 

"Don't Spare the Green Love" 
Spare the Wrench Surrender the 
Earth, My Mind's Mine, Gaia 
CD— $12 

"Ethos Music" Earth First!, 
Only Protest Gives a Hope of Life, 
Reevaluate Life!, Disemboweling 
Party CD— $12 

Robert Hoyt 

Robert's constant touring 
schedule allows him to wow 
audiences across the country 
with his virtuoso guitar playing 
and homegrown lyrics. 
"Dumpster Diving Across 
America" Gasoline and Coffee, 
Trees, Quittin’ Time, Hemlock 
Grove, Why Should I Care 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"As American As You" 

It's One of Ours, Enough, 
Shovelin' Mud, Apple Pie, Red 
Mud, Good Americans 
TAPE — $12 • CD— $17 


Goofy, intelligent, country- 
western parody, Keeler's songs 
poke fun at everything worth 
poking fun at. 

"Enquiring Minds" An Excuse 
to Go Drinkin', House Husband 
Blues, Planet of Morons TAPE — $9 
"Post-Modern Blues" Lament of 
the Laundromat; P-U-B-L-I-C 
L-A-N-D-S; Swiss Army Beatitudes 
TAPE— $9 

"Bad Science Fiction" 

If Bears Could Whistle, Nuclear 
Waste Blues, Duct Tape Psalm 
TAPE— $9 

"Talking Sweet Bye & Bye" 
There'll Come a Revolution, Ski 
Yellowstone, Death Valley Days, 
Idaho, Little Bitty Bugs 
TAPE— $9 

"Songs of Fishing, Sheep and 
Guns in Montana" Fossil Fuel 
Cowboy, Drinkin' My Blues Away 
TAPE— $9 

Dana Lyons 

Dana is one of the most 
popular musicians in the 
movement. His soulful voice 
and dexterous guitar convey a 
powerful, humorous message 
about the state of our world. 
"Cows with Guns" 

Song for Rod Coronado, 
Geronimo, Prayer for This Land, 
Native Forest Song 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Turn of the Wrench" Cry of 
the Forest, Dancing in the Dirt, 
TV God, I Saw Blood 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Animal" R V, I Am an Animal, 
Building One in My City, I Saw 
His Body, Timebomb, The Tree 
TAPE — $12 

"At Night they Howl at the 
Moon — Environmental Songs 
for Kids" (with John Seed) 
Willy the Wombat, The Tree, We 
Don't Want to Live in the Zoo, 
Expanding Universe 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Peg Millett 

Longtime EF! activist and 
convicted monkeywrencher, 

Peg has one of the most beauti- 
ful voices you'll ever hear. 
"Clear Horizon" Live Like a 
Prayer, Living Planet, Testimony, 
Walk this Trail 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Gentle Warrior" What's Left 
of the West, Forever Wild, High 
Plateau, There is Power, 

Wild Things TAPE— $12 


Ned Mudd and 
his Rustic Band 

Ned's music is neither technically 
nor politically correct. Many of 
the songs were recorded with a 
boombox in an old warehouse; 
but, hey... they sound great! 
•NEW* " f.u.b.a.r. america" 
(with the Blacklight Sombreros) 
Ridin' with the Devil, Alabama 
(N. Young's Lament), Anesthesia, 
Copperhead in the Kitchen, 
Cybershit CD — only $15 
"Fine Time in America" 
Suburbia Blues, Nation of Sheep, 
Vacation from the Rest of the 
World TAPE— only $8 



Casey Neill 

With inspiring, earthy lyrics 
and Celtic/punk/folk guitar, 
Casey is an EF! favorite. 

•NEW* "Casey Neill" 

Another Point of View, Mayday, 
Double Dutch, From the Yardarms, 
Breathe Life CD — $17 
"Pawprints" All My Relations, 
Naked Underneath Your Clothes, 
Resistance!, The Power, G.O.P. 
TAPE— $12 

"riffraff" Flaming Arrows, 
Disorder, Dancing on the Ruins 
(of Multinational Corporations), 
The Codfisher, riffraff 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 


Jim Page 


A staple on the Northwest folk 
circuit for years and for good 
reason, the man can write. 
"More Than Anything Else In 
The World" A Sign of the Times, 
Valdez, Gays in the Military, Sinead, 
Bishop on the Run, CD — $17 
"Whose World is This" 

Take Our Culture Back, Righ- 
teous, Beautiful Tear, Right to be 
Wrong CD— $17 


Joanne Rand 

Joanne's strong and versatile 
voice climbs and dances 
through her powerful songs. 
"Grant Me Eyes" Guardian 
Angels, Dream Sequence, Hurri- 
cane Party, Bearing Witness 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Choosing Sides" 

Koyaanisqatsi, Privileged Class, 
Our Children’s Children, I Love It 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"The Monkey Puzzle" (with 
The Little Big Band) Earth My 
Body, Wolf at the Door, South End 
Story, Song for No One 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz 

Walkin' Jim's powerful voice and 
wilderness-inspired lyrics will 
send shivers down your spine. 
"The Vision" The Food Chain 
Song, Wild Wind, Thinking Like a 
Mountain, Way Out West 
Tape $9 

"A Kid for the Wild" Manfred the 
Mopey Moose, Ain’t Easy Bein' an 
OT Grizzly Bear, If I Were a Tree 
TAPE— $9 

"Forever Wild" I Walk with the 
Old Ones, Green and Growing, 
Wolf Song, fust a Part of the Sky 
TAPE— $9 

"The Web of Life" Howl for 
the Wolf, Buffalo Love, Big Fat 
Fish, Mountain Goat Promenade 
TAPE— $9 


Tree 


Throb and thrash to the passion 
of Tree. Their hard-core version 
of reality is sure to warp yours! 
"Earth First! Profits Last!" 
Freedom Rock, Squatters Rights, 
Negative Hippie, Question Abuse, 
Don't Chop Me Down 
TAPE — only $7 


Judi Bari 


Classic speeches and barn- 
stomping music woven into a 
history of EF! and the redwoods. 
"Who Bombed Judi Bari?" 

The FBI Stole My Fiddle, Redwood 
Summer, Who Bombed Judi Bari ? 
CD— $17 

Consolidated 

The hot new release from the 
US's only remaining big political 
band that hasn't sold out. 
"Dropped" Lesbian Avengers, 
Coming of Rage (fight or flight), 
Shell, g.l.o.r.i.a. CD — only $10! 


Velcro Sheep 

Knee-slappin', foot-tappin', -rip- 
roaring acoustic folk rock direct 
from Missoula, Montana. 

"On the Lam" Gut Shoot Somoza, 
Revolution Tango, Whitefish Train, 
New Age Blues CD — $ 1 7 


MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 

send to: EF! Merchandise, 

POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 

Quantity Description 


Make checks payable to the EF! Journal. Allow 4 to 
6 weeks for delivery. Contact (541) 344-8004 or e- 
mail us at earthfirst@igc.org if you haven't re- 
ceived your order after that. Thanks! 

color 


size 


pnce 
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City, State, Country . 
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RRR Shirt Sale! 

Lots of Selection 
Specify Size (M, L or XL) 

Color preference (lots o' colors) 
Style (t*shirt $9, long sleeve $10 
or tank top $8; recycled t-shirts $7) 


i i -Hi -Hi tt * * « ft' « ft # ' # 




Cascadia 

Alive! 





RA? O'! Round River Rendezvous 


Send your order to the EF!J, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 




DON’T JUST THINK AND READ 
ABOUT SAVING THE ENVIRONMENT, 

DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT!! 


Each Ultra 7™ LaundryMaster™ System Used Keeps 600 Pounds of Chemical Toxins 
from Contaminating the Earth's Groundwater. Save water and eliminate the need for 
laundry detergents FOREVERI 

Just drop the Ultra 7™ LaundryMaster™ System into the washing machine with your 
dirty clothes. The LaundryMaster™ forces the dirt from clothes using Liquid Magnetic 
Technology. It lasts approximately 2500 washes and is backed by a 7 year warranty. 


[0 . □ One LaundryMaster™ $89.96 +$3.00 Shipping & Handling 

J.M. Wilks, Distributor E TVw LaundyMasters™ $169.96 +$6.00 Shipping & Handling 

P.O. Box 11297 Name: 

Prescott, AZ 86302 Mrinm- Apt or Suite: 

(520)778-7072 nihl . ZiBCflde: 


Expiration Date 


video maaazine "* 


Tired of mass media bias against €co~ Warriors? So were 
u/ef Breaking Free Video Magazine is a VHS periodical 
documenting direct action against those who destroy 
the earth audit’s creatures! 

tssw#1 Amiable Korn 

( )rdcr your copy of Breaking Free for $ 10 + S3 
Shipping and Packaging Add $ 10 + $1 shipping for 
each additional copy up to 5. Contact us lor bulk rates. 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: ^quantm productions 

Visit our website at: P.O. Box 50486 

http://www.efn. orgA-joshua Eugene, OK 97405 


LWOD #7 HITS THE STANDS 

In defiance of expectations, sleep, and sanity, Live Wild 
Or Die #7 went to press and has hit the street. 40 newspaper- 
size pages full of anarchy, sabotage, direct action, militant 
labor, eco/animal liberation, uncompromising critique, primi- 
tivism/ anti-tech, class war, antifa, reports of global resis- 
tance and an anti-patriarchy section. 

We are asking for at least $3 postage paid per copy, but 
more $ would be great; t-shirts are still $13; for bulk orders 
or trades, write to us. 

LWOD #8 will focus on the Y2K, or Millenium, computer bug, 
and related issues . We want to hear from you on how to take 
advantage of this historic opportunity. Send zine and t-shirt 
orders, as well as correspondence and submissions for #8, to 
our new address: LWOD, POB 481, Tucson, AZ 85702, Amerika. 
Wildly yours, LWOD #7 


PLUG IT IN DAY 

Who: Everyone in the US with access to electricity. (Anyone is encouraged to 
participate and to organize a Plug It In! day in other countries. 

Turn it on!) 

Why: To blackout power across the country by 
empowering the citizens to believe they can 
make an impact, to show the government 
and the industrial state that the people 
have the power! 

What: A national day of lounge-chair 
activism using household appliances to 
shutdown the entire power grid of the 
United States 

When: The average hottest moment 
of the year, the 15th of August, 1998 
at 3 pm PST 

Where: Everylown. USA 
Slogans: “Power to the People!," 

"Empower the People!," “The People 
Have the Power!" and “Tune In, Turn f. 

On and Topple the Power Tower!" 


Earth ^jpFirst! 

Direct Action 
Manual 





The Earth First! Direct Action Manual is the antidote for despair! Over 150 
pages of action-packcd information on nonviolent tactics, techniques and 
devices used by activists to defend the Earth from corporate scumbags and 
lawless governments. Check out what its got! 

DISCONTENTS 

Nonviolence* Legal Defense • Security* Scouting • Backwoods/ 
Backcountry Action*U-Locks*Co«ra Link Motorcycle Locks Chains 
and Heavy Duty Cables* 

w _ Lock Boxes and Bracelets* 

/ 1 Barrels *Batmobilbs* Sleeping 

jpyj lyfP __ Dragons* Rail Blockades* 

ttya" — TRiroDS*BtrODS*MoNO Poles* 
it* 4 ** ~Cantilevers*Tree Sits* Knots* 

• “ f T I Internets* Road Occufations/Free 
States* Helicopter Blockades •Ship 
V ojSSHiu’y J — Blockades*Cat and Mouse* Critical Mass 

i — i_ Bike Rides • Hunt Sarotace* Mass Actions* 

• Yarning* Debris* Road Rif*Trucker Fuckers*Hot 

Rocks* Gate Closures*Door Closures* Manure Dumps *Puke-Jns* 
Sawoust Deliveries* Contacts* Movement History *Campaicn Biogra- 
phies from the US, Australia, U.K. and Canada! 


Energize jour campaign with this detailed 
and heavily illustrated ‘cook book* of the 
strangest blockading tactics known— tactics 
activists all over the world have proven 
successful when tbc law fails jou_. and it will! 


IP 


First Edition 

Uncompromising Nonviolent Resistance 
in Defense of Mother Earth! 


~ Years from now our grandchildren will ask us what we did to prevent the 
destruction of planet Earth. The Earth First! Direct Action Manual is your 
ticket out of a shameful reponse. The Manual deserves a place in your pack 
with Ecodefen seand The Final Nail... It will hopefully become required 
reading for our growing movement... " 

— Rodney Coronado 


Available for $8 from the Earth First! 
Journal. Use the order form on rage 33. 


Mow ‘bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal? 


clip and send to I 

Earth First! Journal, Subscriptions, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 




CD $500 Lifetime Subscription 
CD $25 Regular Rate 
CD $20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library 
CD $35 (US$) Surface Mail, International 

O $ DONATION 

Subscriber Name 



CD $35 First Class Mail: US, Canada or Mexico 
CD $35 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) 

CD $45 (US$) Air Mail, International (no foreign checks, please) 
CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Address 
City 


State 


Zip. 


Country 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 
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US Earth First! Directory 

ILLINOIS 


ALASKA 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

Soren Wuerth 

c/o Common Roots 

POB 230916 Anchorage, Ak 99523 

(907) 566-2468; fishtree@alaska.net 

ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
Bradshaw EF! 

220 Grove, Prescott, AZ 86301 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542; reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu 

CALIFORNIA 

Northcoast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 

(707) 825-8911 

Redwood Action Team 

Darryl Chemey, POB 34, Garberville, 

Ecotopia 95542; (707) 923-DEMO 

Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Sierra EF! 

228 Commercial St., Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 
(916) 753-1678 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 - 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 848-8724; bay.ef-list@iww.org 
Bay Area Activist Hotline 
(510) 594-4000 x222 
San Francisco EF! 

POB 40130, San Francisco, CA 
94140-0130; (415) 332-500 x324 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92616-4960 
Los Angeles EF! 

* POB resT/TC Hollywood, CA 916l7 
(818) 569-5592 
Alluvial EF! 


Chicago EF! 

c/o The Autonomous Zone 
1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 
Chicago, IL 60622; (773) 252-6019 
azone@wwa.com 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 
60655; friends@enteract.com 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 

IOWA 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 52244 
jjquig@blue.uiowa.edu 

I.OUISIANNA 

LAEF! 

POB 24081, New Orleans, LA 70184 
Joanie Johnson 

4015 Cappy Dr., Lake Charles, LA 70605 
(318) 474-1753 

MAINE 
Maine EF! 

RFD 1, POB 6000, Athens, ME 04912 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
noreastah@acadia.net 
MARYLAND 
Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 2700857; www.igc.oig/icc370 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Martha's Vineyard EF! 

RR 1, Box 381A 

Martha's Vineyard, MA 02568 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

MICHIGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 

POB 50814, Kalamazoo, MI 49005 

(613) 383-9317 

MINNESOTA 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave So, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 
(612) 362-3387; earthfirst@juno.com 
Wilderness First! 

POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 

wdumess@aol.com 

www .geodties.com/ RainForest/7091 

MISSOURI 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mountain Grove, MO 65711 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(704) 285-9521 
Katuah Highlands EF! 

POB 223, Deep Gap, NC 28618 
(910) 973-7032; stemoody@wilkes.net 
OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 GrovewoodAve 

Cleveland, OH 44119; (216) 383-9985 

Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cindnnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
OEARTHFIRST@oberlin.edu 
Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

8 N. Court St # 309, Athens, OH 45701 
(614) 594-6400 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45255 

OREGON 

Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440; 

(541) 343-7305; swef@efn.org 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440; 
mickey@efn.org 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll., SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; fax 235-9976 
Forest Hotline (503) 295-6828 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave, Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 23 7- A Elk Ln, Montrose, PA 18801 
Allegheny Defense Project 
POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 
(814) 226-4918; adp@envirolink.org 
TENNESSEE 
Katuah EF! 


POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
(909) 422-1637 
Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Uncaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
mojaveef@envirolink.org 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 
(760) 740-1174; sdel@envirolink.org 
COLORADO 
Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 

mjl@nilenet.com 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

aq328@freenet.uchsc.edu 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152 
afr@amigo.net 

FLORIDA 
Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Clearwater FNB 

POB 17838, Clearwater, FL 34622 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
Univ. of Georgia, Tate Student Center 
Athens, GA 30602 
Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 531, Athens, GA 30603 
(706) 355-9904 
HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440 Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711; aloha@hawaiian.net 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation Project 
POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 
(208) 345-8077; nrpp@lesbois.com 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-9755; fax 883-0727 
cove @moscow.com 


Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(573) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-6463 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
Bison Action Group 
POB 7326, Bozeman, MT 59771 
(406) 586-9141 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
NEW IERSF.V 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NF.W MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 

(505) 988-8128 

NF.W YORK 

Wetlands Preserve 

C/O James Hansen 

161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 

(212) 966-5244; fax 925-8715 

Heather LaCapria 

37 Convent Ave., Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 948-6346 

Mohawk-Schoharie-Susquehannah EF! 

POB 880, Cobleskill, New York 12043 

Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

532 Portage Rd, 1st Fir. 

Niagara Falls, NY 14301-1936 
(716) 282-7777 


Tennessee Valley Faction 

POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 

(423) 624-3939 

Upper TN/Lebanon EF! 

1902 Westgate Drive, Springfield, TN 

37172; earthfirst_upperTN@juno.com 

www.geocities.com/rainforest/ 

canopy/7395 

TEXAS 

EF! Austin 

POB 7292, Univ. Stn, Austin, TX 78713 

(512) 478-7666, entropy@eden.com 

South Texas Contact 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Chxisti, TX 78418 

(512)937-6019 

East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 

POB 804, Burlington, VT 05402 

Save the Corporations 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 
(540) 885-6983 

Natl. Ntwrk. Against New Highways 

POB 5272, Roanoke, VA 24012 

PAW Southwest Virginia 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

(540) 982-0492 

WASHINGTON 

Seattle EF! 

POB 85541, Seattle, WA 98145 
ph/fax (206) 632-2954 
Sea-ef@scn.org 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters Action 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St, Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 
North Forests EF! 

748 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh, WI 54901 
(920) 424-0265 


EF! PROJECTS 
6 CAMPAIGNS 


Bison Action Group 

4880 S. 19, Bozeman, MT 59718 

(406) 586-9141 

Cascadia Fire Ecology 

Education Project 

POB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403 

Coast Watch 

POB 1811, Rockland, ME 04841 
Cold Mountain, 

Cold Rivers Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 376-7329; fax 631-7958 


End Corporate Dominance 
POB 7292, Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 478-7666 
entrbpy@eden.com 
Climate Action NOW!/ 

EF! Media Center 

POB 324, Redway, CA 95560 

efmc@asis.com 

Warrior Poets Society 

ASUC Box 361 

Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 

0 X tract from Public Lands 

EF!J, POB 1415 

Eugene, OR 97440 

earthfirst@igc.org 
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SI 


International EF! Directory 


Check out the international 
Earth First! web page at: 
www.k2net.co.uk/ef 
AUSTRALIA 


Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

Australian EF! Action Update 
POB 12046, Elizabeth St 
Brisbane 4002; ef_au@hotmail.com 
www.green.net.au/ozef_update/ 

CANADA 


Coast Mountains EF! 

1472 Commercial Drive, Box 128 

Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9 

(604) 708-9660 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
EF! Manitoba 15-222 Osborne St. 
South, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 
(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto POB 70, 1576 Queen 
St. West, Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 
EF! Ottawa Box 4612 Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 
Autonomous Green Action 
POB 4721, Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 
di695@freenet.carleton.ca 
EF! Montreal, Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, PQ H2X 2T3 
CZECH REPUBLIC 


Zeme Predevsim '• 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 
zemepredevsim@czn.cz 

EIRE 


An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 
Abbey St., Ballinrobe, County Mayo 
Limerick Talamh Glas 
41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 
00 353 61 313308, atglas@tinet.ie 
ENGLAND 


Over 35 EF! groups exist in England; for a 

list, contact 

EF! Action Update 

Dept. 29, 1 Newton St, Manchester 

Ml 1HW; (0161) 224 4846 

actionupdate@gn.apc.org 

www.k2net.co.uk/ef/pubs/aulat.html 

Oxford EF! 

Box E, 1 1 1 Magdalen Rd., 

Oxford, OX4 IRQ, (01865) 791391 
South Downs EF!, Dead Trees EF! 
and Do or Die 

POB 2971, Brighton BN2 2GY 
savage@easynet.co.uk 

FRANCE 


Carbusters Magazine/Resource Ctr 

44 rue Burdeau 

69001 Lyon 

(33) 4 72 00 23 57 

carbusters@wanadoo.fr 


GERMANY 

EF! Germany (c/o Avalon) 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 Essen 

INDIA 
Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 

Bihar, Post Box 229 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea Unlimited 

10F, Garden Tower Bldg., 98-78 

Wooni-dong, Chongno-gu, Seoul 

110-350 

THE NETHERLANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 

ruigoord@hotmail.com 

PHILIPPINES 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum 

3rd Floor, Liberty Building 

Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 

(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 

Volunteers for Earth Defense 

189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 

1105 Quezon City 

POLAND 

Workshop for AH Beings 

ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3, 43-300 
Bielsko, Biala; ph/fax 048-33-183153 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
ph/fax +7 (0112) 43 72 86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 

SCOTLAND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB; 44 (0)41 
636 1924/339 8009; fax 44 (0)41 424 
3688; scotree@gn.apc.org 
SLOVAKIA 
Slobodna alternativa 
Staromestska 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demandes, Taller de E. A. 
A. CURUXA,J. B., XelmirerJ, Campus 
Universitario, 1570 S Santiago; (81) 
584321; fax 584533 

SWEDEN 
Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
Nadia Shevchenko, POB 322, Kiev 
252187; +7 (38044) 263-4954, 265- 
7628 nadia@gluk.apc.org 


PRISONER SUPPORT 


Rod Coronado 
03895-000, FCI Unit SW 
8901 S. Wilmot Rd. 
Tucson, AZ 85706 USA 
Robert Lawrence 
#61950-065, FPC Lompoc 
3705 W. Farm Rd. 
Lompoc, CA 93436 USA 


Bay Area North Guard 

POB 116, Washburn, WI 54891 

(715) 373-2717 

Driftless EF! c/o WPA 

POB 2761, LaCrosse, WI 54602-2761 

(608) 782-6997 


North America tuALF Support Group 
Box 69597, 5845 Yonge. St, 
Willowdale, Ont M2M 4K3 Canada 
Direct Action Defense Fund 
POB 57357 Tucson, AZ 
85732-7357 USA; (520) 795-5171 
National Activist Network 
POB 19515, Sacramento, CA 
95819 USA; (916) 452-7197 

Sand County EF! 

c/o WI River Greens, 308 Nelson Hall, 
Stevens Point, WI 54481 
Chippewa Valley EF! 

POB 143 
Menomonie, WI 54751-0790 
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Venezuelans Surge 
Against Powerline 


Hammer 

Time 

by Bron Taylor and Leslie Hemstreet 




by Cherise Miller and Atossa 

SOLTANI 

Five hundred years after the 
arrival of Columbus, indigenous 
peoples in Venezuela are still 
fighting, and fighting strongly, 
to keep the last of their ancestral 
lands. On July 27, nearly 1,000 
Indians from the Pemon, Karina, 
Arawaco and Akawaio tribes 
joined together to roll massive 
logs onto the only highway con- 
necting Venezuela and Brazil, 
strengthening their adamant 
protest of a 450-mile long elec- 
trical transmission line that will 
rip through their rainforest 
homeland. The area affected in- 
cludes the Imataca Forest Re- 
serve and Canaima National Park 
(a World Heritage Site). It is also 
home of Angel Falls, the world's 
tallest waterfall . In a recent press 
conference, Pemon leader Jose 


Logging, mining and development bring death and destruction to the Amazon rainforest and its native peoples. 


Luis Gonzales warned the Venezuelan government, "Rapid 
economic development will equal the death of our forests 
and of the indigenous peoples." Despite bullying from the 
National Guard, blockades of construction crews and equip- 
ment have continued for over one month. 

The $110 million transmission line is part of a mega- 
development package recently adopted by the Venezu- 
elan government aiming to diversify their vulnerable 
economy, which currently relies heavily on the export of 
petroleum products. In addition to selling energy to 


Brazil, the government proposes to use the power to open 
up the previously protected Guyana Shield region to large- 
scale logging and mining. 

This area not only represents one of five major biological 
hotspots identified in the world, but it also boasts one of the 
last large blocks of intact frontier forest and contains tepuyes, 
unique highland table-top mountains — the inspiration of Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle's classic adventure story, The Lost World. 

continued on page 24 


VioitHCt Erupts in thi Bib Who 


by Echo 

Warnings rung out from across the bog into the sacred 
grove of Douglas fir and spruce the night of August 21. 
"Now is the time to get the women and children out," 
yelled a threatening voice. "There are eight men coming 
with baseball bats and the trail has been booby trapped." 
That was the start of the psychological warfare. The 
evening's activities escalated into a violent attack of the 
Otter Wing satellite camp in Idaho's Big Wild. 

Drunken timber and road workers armed with guns and 
other weapons turned their angry propaganda and death 
threats into a reality by entering and violating the personal 
space and safety of activists. "Pink bunnies" fled into the 
darkness of the woods as the mob's flashlights crept up the 
trail toward camp. Helpless eyes watched the climax of this 
visit erupt into a blaze of fire where backpacks, clothes, tarps 
and food went up in smoke. Slashing of sleeping bags and 
backpacks went unchecked, and other personal gear was 
carried out by the masked mob under the guise of night. The 
scene lasted until 6:00 a.m. when the light of day drove 
away the presence of the intruders. We were then able to see 
the aftermath of our wrecked camp. 

Conveniently for the attacking party, the regular face of 
law enforcement was no where to be found that night or the 
next morning. Upon their tardy arrival, Idaho County Sheriff 
and Forest Service law enforcement officers (LEOs) tried to 
convince activists to leave for their own safety stating, "There 


is nothing we, as law enforcement, can do to ensure your well 
being. " They were met with adamant refusals to leave. Though 
the LEOs insisted they lacked the manpower to "baby-sit" us 
amid threats of more violence from the rednecks, they some- 
how managed to find the resources to start a 24 hour, three- 
day siege with K-9 units, smoke jumpers and snipers in order 
to cut supplies to 
the tree sitters. The 
armed force re- 
mained until they 
bagged two ex- 
hausted sitters. 

It seemed they 
would stay as long 
as it took to appre- 
hend the infamous 
Sideshow Bob, 
who thwarted all 
the Freddies' ef- 
forts to maintain 
authority on the 
scene. But when 
they baited a trap 
to lure Bob out of 
his tree, he evapo- 
rated without a 
trace into the 
Idaho wilderness. 


"I hiked and boated and camped 
beside the Colorado River before Glen 
Canyon was built in the 1960s. In 
those years it was a wild, unpredict- 
able, brown, sediment-laden stream 
flooding into the early summer, then 
settling down in the winter... Today, 
you see an ice-cold, Jell-O-green river, 
manipulated up and down, rising and 
falling on a daily cycle, flushed with 
the regularity, and predictability, of a 
giant toilet. Dams are not America's 
answer to the pyramids of Egypt. We 
did not build them for religious pur- 
poses and they do not consecrate 
our values (even if some are named 
after presidents). Dams do, in fact, 
outlive their function. When they 
do, some should go." 

Which eco-warrior is responsible for 
these radical-sounding quotes? Many 
of us will likely think they must be 
from Ed Abbey, whose book The Mon- 
keywrench Gang sought most of all to 
destroy the Glen Canyon Dam and 
liberate the Colorado River. Or we'd 
wonder if these words were uttered 
by David Brower who later came to 
bitterly regret that, as head of the 
Sierra Club, he once capitulated to the 
damming of Glen Canyon as a com- 
promise designed to save the Grand 
Canyon from a similar fate. 

But no, this statement is from the 
United States Secretary of the Interior, 
Bruce Babbitt. In a shocking August 4 
speech delivered to the Ecological So- 
ciety of America, Babbitt implied that 
the time for monstrous dam projects 
was waning. Indeed, Babbitt has been 
touring the country this summer with 
a sledgehammer, striking the first 
blows in the dismantling of six dams. 

continued on page 29 


Bum my gear, beat me down, but I will not let you bulldoze the Big Wild. 


ohoto by Greg Mack 







EARTH FIRST! 


NO COMPROMISE IN DEFENSE OF MOTHER EARTH 

POB 1415 • EUGENE, OREGON 97440 • (541) 344-8004 


Getting ready for the day 


The possibility of impending disaster connected to the 
Y2K problem, coupled with crashing financial markets, 
demands our undivided attention as Earth Firstlers. In a 
dramatic change of events, it seems as if the Luddite fantasy 
of the collapse of industrial culture and all its baggage is 
upon us. A time for brief reflection on the state of our activist 
network is in order. 

Over the past several weeks, everyone has witnessed the 
fragility of global capitalism. We are all familiar with its 
effects on the Earth's environment. It costs . 
a lot of money to try and sustain the inevi- to 
tably unsustainable. We may soon find our- vk ~ ■ 

selves in a situation we've been hoping for; a \\ 
chance to do the big "I told you so." Are we \\ 
coming to a point in our struggle where we can y?V 
make people realize that this ugly system is 
ultimately self-destructive? Are we prepared to 
weather the storm and demonstrate the type of Vi 
sustainable culture we're all envisioning? ft J 

Now is the time to be crafting truly 
bioregionally-centered working models of what T . 

this vision is. The seeds of this grand, yet humble ! 4 

vision, have been planted. It is time to nurture it \ / 
with all our energy. People who are working on 
everything from recycled lumber to sustainable, W f 
organic urban farming often lend much support to \ 
our campaigns but often are not considered "true 
activists. " While not on the "front lines, " these people 1 

are the backbone of our communities. There are re- i 
sources they provide for us and skills and resources a 

we can provide to them in return. 

Food cultivation is a fundamental need in all human 
cultures. With this in mind, it is essential that we honestly 
examine where our food comes from. As EFlers our role in 
society has become one of defenders. We represent a reaction 
to an imbalance of our society. We sustain ourselves by 
whatever means necessary to continue this important work. 
However, these "means" are often at the mercy of giant 


corporations that control food distribution in this country. 
Living off the excess that this country wallows in doesn't 
necessarily help us achieve sustainability. Depending on 
anyone else for survival — be it the government or a multi- 
national corporation — leaves us vulnerable to the whims of 
market fluctuations and political rhetoric. 

So where do we go from here? The survivalist hype 
being generated as the millennium approaches can be 
focused more importantly on the solutions we as the 
Earth First! movement could offer. Doing things like 
stockpiling recycled building supplies. Everyday there 
are houses torn down and thrown away. With a little 
l sweat one could haul it off and build their own 
shelter. The next time you're at an action and a 
logger asks if you live in a house made of wood, 

S 'ou can say yes — wood I recycled. Another 
solution: grow your own food. By starting 
now you can gain valuable experience in the 
coming years, experience you can't get out of 
a book. Try living without electricity and let 
your imagination fill the void. If you must 
have electricity, solar panels are becoming 
more affordable. Start researching how 
people lived in your bioregion before the 
arrival of Europeans. The sooner we make 
J. the transition to self-sufficiency, the stron- 

ger, more independent and sustainable our 
* movement will become. 

O Changes in the dominant paradigm might 

just happen if a serious disruption in the lifestyle 
of each and every one of us occurs. We as activists 
need to not only act defensively but proactively to 
create positive and attractive solutions to the oppressive 
industrial culture we so despise. 

Visualizing industrial collapse is a slogan and a dream. 
At the end of the millennium, will the dream come true? 
We are watching, waiting and preparing... 

— -Jim Bowler 


Help With the Wilson Family Fund The tJoumsl Wants You! 


Some EFlers recently learned a cruel lesson about the 
impermanence of all things when the bus they were 
living in went up in flames. Delyla, Stan and Meagan 
Wilson were abruptly separated from all their material 
possessions and could really use your help. An account 
has been established at the Oregon Urban and Rural 
(O.U.R.) Credit Union so please send donations to: 

The Wilson Fire Fund; Acct. #103074; 

715 Lincoln St. 

Eugene, OR, 97403 
Send a little, it means a lot. 


Are you a journalista at heart? Do you have a 
passion for long hours and little pay? Does the 
concern of ecological collapse hit home? The Journal 
has an opening for a long-term editorial collective 
member. We are looking for commitment, drive, 
humor, stamina and a love for the wild. Those 
interested must have basic skills in desktop publish- 
ing (Photoshop, Pagemaker and Microsoft Word) 
and a familiarity with Macs. Those interested should 
send a cover letter, resume, contacts and a writing 
sample to the Journal. 




pfauna cSaV 

Fauna, n. animal life. w 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious art. 

In the intertidal zone, sea anemones are harpooning 
each other to death. Anthopleura elegantissima (Brandt) 
reproduces asexually, eventually forming dense colonies of 
genetically identical individuals. Members living on the 
edge of these aggregations are "warriors." Smaller than the 
central, reproductive members, the warriors have more and 
larger stinging cells called nematocysts and leave the process 
of fission to their larger clonemates. When warriors from 
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by Faith Walker 

two different colonies meet, they let loose a tentacular 
flurry of stings. The eventual loser either retreats by 
pedal locomotion or dies. Many colonial invertebrates 
have similar inducible polymorphisms, meaning that 
environmental conditions dictate their form. The most 
obvious examples are where reproduction is asexual 
(because members are genetically identical, any varia- 
tion is a consequence of the environment). This anemone 
species, however, has the , 

most morphological . ^ XJ 

differentiation yet / n i A J J 
found among clonal ft | f/7 j J 

cnidarians and illus- 

trates that a division s- 

of labor is not lim- 

ited to animals with ^ jy Wt Jm /Wl V ✓ 

a brain. * 
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READYOR N0T...Y2K 


by Garth Kahl 

By now most people have probably heard some- 
thing about the "millennium virus," or "Y2K" as 
it is known in more technical circles. This prob- 
lem is caused by the fact that many of the world's 
computers will recognize the date January 1, 2000 
as January 1, 1900, and may shut down or mal- 
function as a result. 

Following any kind of break- 
down,., the government will 
be all too willing to declare 
martial law at the slightest 
provocation. 

Just what the effects of this world wide computer 
malfunction will be is completely unpredictable. 
Scenarios forecast by both computer experts and 
politicians run the gamut from a few days of minor 
disruptions to six months or more in which the 
power grid, telecommunications, food and petro- 
leum deliveries will be completely disrupted world 
wide. Nearly everyone prognosticating agrees on 
one thing — it is difficult to predict the effects with 
much certainty. 

One of the biggest problems faced by the computer 
"experts" is there is no "one size fits all" upgrade or 
other quick fix that can be applied to reprogram all 
the computers. The core programming of the com- 
puters controlling everything from generators in 
dams and power plants, to the checking account at 
your bank or credit union, was in most cases written 
from scratch. The lines of computer language, or 
"code," were designed a little different for each. To 
correct the problem, it is necessary to manually 
review each line of code in the computer. Major 
entities like General Motors and the Pentagon. have 
billions of lines of code in their systems. 

The Pentagon already admitted there is no way it is 
going to correct even the majority of their systems 
before the year 2000. Major corporations like GM 
and Exxon have kept quiet about their progress — for 


obvious reasons. However, rumors abound they are 
meeting with a similar lack of success. 

Another problem is something called "embed- 
ded chips." Many pieces of machinery, from pocket 
cameras to robots on assembly lines, have pre- 
programmed micro-chips built in which might 
malfunction in the same way. Fixing these will 
require the replacement of the entire piece of 
machinery in many cases. 

While it is easy to dismiss the possibility that this 
will cause major disruptions in the economic systems 
as either wide-eyed ravings or hopeful dreaming, 
governments and others are taking it very seriously. 
The US Senate has already convened a special sub- 
committee on the year 2000 problem. The chair of 
that committee. Senator Bennet (R-UT) said in 
June, "If Y2K were to hit tomorrow the power 
would go out." Economists with the Ger- 
man Deutsche Bank, have pre- 
dicted that Y2K will cause a 
world wide depression 
"at least as severe as 
in 1973." 

As the turn of 
the century 
approaches 
banks, and 
multi-nation- 
als are claim- 
ing they are 
"Y2K compli- 
ant" (i.e. that their system has had 
the problem corrected.) Unfortunately 
for them, when a compliant computer receives data 
from a non-compliant computer, the former can 
become defective again. Nobody knows to what 
extent this will occur, but it becomes very relevant 
for those computers involved with international 
banking or multinational corporations that are con- 
stantly communicating with ones overseas. Many 
foreign countries are doing nothing about Y2K, and 
certainly most are doing less than the US. 

So how does this affect us as Earth Firstlers? Should 
we all take a 1 4-month holiday and wait to "dance on 



the ruins?" Should we prepare to fuck shit up as much 
as possible when the bug strikes? Bare in mind jail 
will be one of the worst places to be after January 1. 
All doors and ventilation systems are controlled by, 
you guessed it... computers. 

Following any kind of breakdown, people are 
going to be scared and the government will be all 
too willing to declare martial law at the slightest 
provocation. There won't be any even reasonably 
sympathetic press to cry foul when they knock 
down the doors of every enviro after a few folks 
drop a power line or two. 

Instead of trying to hack the weakened infra- 
structure by force, I believe we should prepare to 
open the eyes of the myriad of people who 
11 / would have been left dangling by their 
techno-cratric and corporate priests. 

First of all, we need to 
set a good and attrac- 
tive example. We 
need to be sure that 
our communities 
of Earth Firstlers 
are well pre- 
pared. This 

means having 
stocks of food, 
homemade, 
dried and 

canned goods, 
and the ability to 
procure clean wa- 
ter and sources of heat- 
ing. This will strike the country in winter don't 
forget. Ideally we should have enough put away so 
we can share some with the more mainstream 
elements of our communities, or at least be pre- 
pared to teach them what skill we do have. 

The events that took place following the 1989 
San Francisco earthquake illustrate the potential 
outcome from these two differing approaches. 
When the quake struck, the only organization 

continued on page 21 


D earesl Sku f < 


►rains... 


Dear SFB, 

1 knew EF! readers would want 
to hear the truth, people of 
America.... I banged her. 

1 banged her like a cheap gong. 
Which is not news, folks, be- 
cause if you think Monica 
Lewinsky was the only skin flute 
player in my orchestra, you 
haven't been paying attention. 
The only babes in DC 1 haven't 
tried to do are the First Lady, 
Reno and Albright, mostly be- 
cause they're a little older than I 
like and they have legs that 
former Houston Oiler Earl 
Campbell would envy. Which 
isn't to say I don't appreciate 
Hillary... I do. If not for the ice- 
water coursing through her 
veins, I'd be pumping gas into 
farm equipment in Hope, Ar- 
kansas, and she'd be married to 
the President. 

So, let me set the record 
straight. I dodged the draft, hid 
FBI files, smoked dope, flipped 
Whitewater property, set up a 
new Korean wing in the White 
House, fired the travel staff, paid 
hush money to Hubbell, sold 
the Lincoln bedroom like an 
upscale Motel 6 and grabbed 
every ass that entered the Oval 
Office. Got it? Good. 

Six years ago, there's not a man, 


woman or child who didn't know 
I was as horny as Woody Allen. 
But, you elected me anyway, 
which turned out to be a good 
move on your part. Your other 
choice was Bush, an aging base- 
ball player who thought he could 
bomb his way into the White 
House. Before him, it was Reagan, 
who left the office with the same 
gummy bears he came in with. 
There was Carter before him who 
brought you a 17 percent prime 
interest rate, smiling the whole 
time like his lithium drip had 
just kicked in. Nixon before that 
coined, but never really under- 
stood, the concept of plausible 
deniability, and almost got a one- 
way ticket to San Quentin for his 
crackerjack style of governing. 
Johnson was an inbred, power- 
mad war criminal whose major 
contribution to American soci- 
ety was Agent Orange. And John 
Kennedy, who was a little 
naughty himself, didn't hang 
around long enough for America 
to spot that curious streak shared 
by at least a dozen former presi- 
dents of the White House. 

But now, the budget is bal- 
anced for the first time since JFK 
did a one gun salute to Marilyn, 
a fact the press didn't seem to 
care about/evidently. Unem- 
ployment is so low today a blind 



felon can get a job 
as a night-watch- 
man. And the stock 
market is higher 
than a D-student on 
a full gram of 
dumb-dust, 
and anyone 
with a degree 
from a junior 
college who 
can spell 

'internet' has 
enough money to 
ponder the annual 
maintenance cost of 
his boat, instead of 
where his or her next 
meal is coming from. 

Bottom line: I'm running a 
country here and I’m doing it 
with my pecker showing. 

What I'm asking for is your 
support, not a date with your 
daughter... unless, of course, 
she's a hotty with thin ankles, 
and then I'd like to discuss it. In 
the meantime, think about 
where you are today and what 
kind of life you're living before 
you get too interested in where 
I'm parking the Presidential 
limousine. 

Thank you and God bless 
America. 

— Slick Willie 


Hey Earth First! 

I need to respond to 
the short but loaded ar- 
ticle by Craig Evarts 
(Litha pi 6) about sug- 
gestions for saving the 
earth from prison. I was 
taken aback by the short- 
sightedness and narrow 
viewpoint in the article. 
As a radical eco-femi- 
nist, I recognize the 
interconnectedness of 
issues, as well as be- 
ings and environment, 
and work toward a world 
free from dominance and 
hierarchy. A rebel with 
many causes. Activists from 
many of these causes, be they 
feminism, labor, class and wel- 
fare, etc. and, yes, radical en- 
vironmentalists, can sometimes 
be so single-issue oriented, that it 
blinds them to the 
interconnectedness of that issue 
to all the others. This isolates each 
group. 

Evarts suggestion that prison- 
ers petition the warden to have 
the privilege of sorting trash for 
recycling for 50 to 95 cents an 
hour is appalling to anyone who 
is informed about and active in 
issues of anti-racism, the bal- 
looning prison industrial com- 
plex and eroding prisoner rights. 
Evarts' suggestion is naive and 
arrogant. I would suggest he 
learn more about these issues 
and how some prisoner are al- 


ready involved in organizing 
revolution before he speaks. He 
ignores (or is ignorant of) the 
erosion of the power of unions 
and the inability of workers to 
earn a living wage due to the use 
of forced prison labor and forced 
"welfare to work" or "workfare" 
labor by corporations and mu- 
nicipalities. 

If Evarts thinks this is revolu- 
tion, maybe he should submit 
himself to earning his living by 
sorting recyclables for 95 cents 
an hour. 

For the Earth and all her beings, 
— Moonshadow 


EF!, ♦ 

Recently saw the journal 
which 1 hadn't seen in awhile. 
The soft pedaling of the anti- 
immigrant by some was lame. 
What could be more ecologi- 
cally irrelevant ( and damag- 
ing) than the lines of nation- 
states? It would seem self evi- 
dent that a movement of people 
to the US would relieve the 
ecology of they came from. 
People who "case" only about 
the USA bounded land and fear 
the entry of Indo-Hispanics are 
nothing but some type of fas- 
cists. The border, and Capital- 
ism and statism are the main 
problems not population move- 
ments for survival. 

— Peter K. 
continued on page 26 
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Decapitation of the Appalachians 


by Shireen Parsons 

An aerial view of the huge moun- 
tain top removal mining sites in 
southern West Virginia reveals miles 
of decapitated mountains and filled- 
in valleys. And this is just the begin- 
ning. Individual sites, now separated 
by green, forested, intact mountains, 
will eventually merge together as all 
the mountains are leveled as far as 
the eye can see. Land companies own 
the mountains and coal companies 
already have permits to mine many 
of them. Right now it looks like they 
won't stop until they've leveled every 
coal-bearing mountain in the state. 

The huge Earth movers called dra- 
glines work around the clock every 
day. The largest of these shovels, 
nicknamed "Big John," is 20 stories 
tall and moves 130 tons of rock and 
dirt at a time. It only takes one per- 
son to operate a dragline. A hidden 
cost of this efficiency is jobs. There 
used to be 125,000 miners employed 


next 100 million years, the Earth's crust 
buckled and folded from the Piedmont 
across the Blue Ridge area, sculpting 
the Appalachians into the magnificent 
landscapes of ridges, valleys, hollows 
and coves that characterize the region." 

Today, the coal-rich mountains of 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Virginia 
and Kentucky are disappearing as a re- 
sult of the latest, most cost-efficient 
method of mining coal: mountain top 
removal. In this process, 500 to 1,000 
feet of the entire top of a mountain is 
removed to expose successive seams of 
coal. The overburden, or spoil (every- 
thing that isn't coal) that is removed 
during the process, is then trucked to 
adj acent coves and valleys and dumped. 
It's the most profound destruction imag- 
inable, and it's forever. 

The forests are clearcut from the 
mountain before it is decapitated and 
the remaining vegetation is burned. 
"Reclamation" means planting spe- 
cial grasses that grow without soil be- 
cause there is no soil left. In addition 


the 1950s. Back then, operations were 
small and few. In the late '70s and early 
'80s, mountain top removal increased 
in scale. After amendments to the fed- 
eral Clean Air Act passed in the early '90s 
requiring electric utilities to use cleaner- 
burning, low-sulfur coal, the number 
and size of mountain top removal sites 
has increased dramatically. 

In 1977, in an attempt to protect the 
environment and coal field residents, 
Congress passed the Surface Mining 
Control and Reclamation Act (SMCRA), 
which requires coal companies to re- 
store the "approximate original con- 
tour" of surface-mined land. However, 
operations that remove the entire tops 
of mountains are exempt from this rule. 
SMCRA, which was fought by mining 
interests from the beginning, gives states 
the power to permit mining operations 
and responsibility for the enforcement 
of SMCRA regulations. 

But in West Virginia, King Coal re- 
ally rules. In May, Governor Cecil 
Underwood, a retired coal-company 



executive himself, 

appointed Michael 

■ Miano, a Pittston 
Coal Company ex- 
ecutive until late last 
year, as the director 
ofthe Department of 

vl'5* 

years before taking 
■ John” in operation a regulatory posi- 
tion involving issuing water pollu- 
tion permits for coal mines. 

The West Virginia Highlands Con- 


in West Virginia, but 
now there are only 
18,000, although coal 
production has never 
been higher. 

The Appalachians, 
the easternmost moun- 
tains on this continent, 
stretch from Georgia to 
Nova Scotia. What na- 
ture sculpted over hun- 
dreds of millions of 
we, with our 


years 

modern technology, 
can destroy in a mat- - 
ter of months. Rich- ‘ 
ard Bambach, profes- 
sor of paleontology 
and geology at Vir- 
ginia Tech, describes the genesis of 
the Appalachians. "Five hundred and 
forty million years ago, when the 


eastern portion of the continent was huge machinery and the effects of servancy, West Virginia Citizen Ac- 


the ocean floor, layers of sediment blasting: showers of dust and rock, tion Group and West Virginia Envi- 


were deposited over the base of volca- structural damage to their homes and ronmental Council have brought suit 
nic and metamorphic rock. Three places of business, dried-up wells and to force Miano's removal. Another 


hundred and forty million years ago, contaminated water. lawsuit filed by the West Virginia 

the land mass that is now Africa This form of strip, or surface mining Highlands Conservancy and coal field 


bumped into the land mass that be- (as opposed to deep mining, where min- residents charges the DEP and the 
came North America and, over the ers tunnel into a mountain) began in Army Corps of Engineers with failing 


to enforce the Clean Water Act. The 
plaintiffs cite the fact that the DEP 
routinely approves surface coal min- 
ing permits for mountain top removal 
and valley fill, thereby allowing min- 
ing companies to bury the headwa- 
ters of West Virginia's streams under 
millions of tons of rock. A study by a 
US Fish and Wildlife biologist found 
that 469.3 miles of streams has so far 
been lost in five West Virginia water- 
sheds as a result of surface mining 
and valley fills. 

A week after the lawsuit was filed, 
Corps officials admitted valley fills 
cannot be permitted and therefore 
must meet state and federal water 
quality standards. When asked 
whether DEP monitors water quality 
downstream from mountain top re- 
moval sites and valley fills, Ed 
Griffith, the DEP Assistant Chief, said 
the only long-term study was con- 
ducted by Arch Coal Company. That 
study, he said, showed down-stream 
water quality was actually enhanced 
by the mining process! In response 
to the question, "Isn't that a bit like 
the fox guarding the hen house?" 
Griffith replied, "Individuals in the 
coal industry are honest, hard-work- 
ing folks and they tell it like it is." 

Actually,- it seems that no one's 
guarding the hen house. Both Griffith 
and Tom Morgan, Acting Field Office 
Director for the Office of Surface Min- 
ing, said neither agency is capable of 
determining the number of active 
mountain top removal operations and/ 
or the number of permitted sites on 
which operations have not yet begun. 
Morgan said the EPA, the Corps of 
Engineers and the Fish and Wildlife 
Service are just now working with OSM 
to determine the effects of valley fills 
on streams. Meanwhile, the moun- 
tains and valleys are being leveled at 
an alarming rate. Compared to that 
540 million year timeline, King Coal 
can make a mountain disappear in less 
than a heartbeat. 

For information on howyou canhelp, 
please contact the Ohio Valley Environ- 
mental Coalition, 1101 6th Ave. Suite 
222, Huntington, WV 25 701, (304) 522- 
0246; mforman@marshall.edu. 





A herd of oil-slicked poodles to Exxon's accountants and attorneys for 
figuring out ways to avoid paying the $5 billion Valdez settlement. Dragging 
their feet keeps th^,r interest rising to the tune of $90,000 an hour — roughly $2 
million a day — or $800 million a year. 

A slimy, scheming poodle with its nose up everbody's butt to Representa- 
tive Don Young (R-AK) for requesting the Forest Service to provide the names 
of their employees who are members of, or support, various "environmental" 
__ groups. Sounds like this poodle is yapping "intimidation." 

A sick, twisted and depraved poodle to Keith Twogood who 
was recently arrested in the UK for importing US-made 
IsSs ^ A .••••» "crush" videos. Evidently, they depict scantily 

Mgs? A clad women in stiletto heals "playing" with 

frogs before crushing them underfoot. 

A saliva dripping, inbred with a llama, 
poodle to the cops in Guelph, Canada, for 
\ jailing an animal rights activist for spit- 

, ting at a store that sold furs. After the 

deserved deed was caught on video tape 
S'- \ the activist was arrested. In defiance he 

went on a hunger strike and refused to 
up* pay a fine until he was released on the 
(illmjmEk i (/ condition that he not come within 20 

ymflr 9 * meters of the store. 


A righteous, radioactive-free wolf sporting a no-compro 
mise t-shirt, to Prime Minister Jenny Shipley for refusing 
to repeal New Zealand's ban on US nuclear ships 
Even though Secretary of State, Madelene 
Albright, journeyed to the beautiful is 
land to push her nuclear agenda, 

Shipley announced at a press confer- 
ence after their meeting that New 
Zealanders wouldn't accept any 
change in policy. 

A raging, bilingual howling wolf 
to Ristic Nenad for translating an 
entire issue of the EF! Journal into 
Serbian and then distributing over 
a 100 kick-ass copies all over Yugo- 
slavia. We hope they tell their 
friends, and they tell their friends, 
and they tell their friends... 

A wily wolf hiding out in the 
woods to Bigfoot who continues to 
elude his would-be captors in the Cas 
cades. Now, a museum in central Oregon 
is opening up to archive Bigfoot artifacts. 
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Y e ((owstone ( l>ujfa(o 

fNeecC Y our 'Voice 


by Winona LaDuke ©1998 
"Like us, they are the last survivors. Those of our 
ancestors who survived the 1 9th century found sanctu- 
ary on the reservations. In 1894, the last wild buffalo 
herd in the United States — about 20 head — found 
sanctuary in Yellowstone National Park." 

— Caleb Shields, Tribal Chairman oftheAssiniboine 
and Sioux Nations, Ft. Peck Reservation, Montana 


In the middle of winter, when the wind roars 
through Maiden Basin near Yellowstone National 
Park, it is the chilling sound of bullets against skulls 
that reverberates in your memory. The sound of 
Montana Department of Livestock (DOL) bullets 
shooting down the last wild buffalo herd in the 
United States; mothers, babies and fathers. This 
summer, state and federal officials issued a docu- 
ment that will decide the fate of the buffalo 
for the next 15 years. After killing almost 
half of the Yellowstone herd, 1,100 in the 
winter of 1 99 7 alone, the long awaited draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for 
the Interagency Bison Management Plan 
for the state of Montana and Yellowstone 
National Park is ready. The sound we hear 
today is paper shuffling. 

After taking eight years to prepare the 
draft EIS, the government is now moving 
fast, allowing just 120 days for public 
input before finalizing their buffalo man- 
agement plan. October 16 is the deadline 
for written public comment. Options listed in the 
EIS share common elements, including use of so- 
called lethal controls as the herd approaches 1 ,700 
animals ^presently larger than that now); defin- 
ing management boundaries beyond which agen- 
cies takeaction to ensure bison do not stray; and 
auctionujk or distributing slaughtered bison to 
social sfervlce organizations or tribes. 

Native peoples involved in the buffalo contro- 
versy, from file emerging activist group Buffalo 
Nations to the established tribal-based coalition, 
Inter-Tribal Bison Cooperative (ITBC), have come 
out in opposition to , the federal proposal and hope 
to increase public opposition and debate about the 
EIS. The underlying point is that in all the so-called 
alternatives, the buffalo. will be shot. That is what 
constitutes a lethal control. In some cases, lethal 
control will be undertaken by wildlife officials, 
other agencies or through hunting permits. All 
proposals have one distinct end result. And all 
proposals share another common element. They 
seem to lack a long term consideration of what is 
best for the buffalo and the ecosystem. 

At the heart of the EIS is a major public policy 
question: whether one shofild manage the buf- 
falo, indigenous to the region, or manage all the 
introduced, non-indigenous factors which now 
impact the buffalo. Such introduced factors in- 
clude cattle. Consider that the buffalo are a self 
serve sort of critter, when the winters get cold and 
the snow deep in the high elevations 
Yellowstone, they do what they need to do 
survive; they move into winter grazing areas. 
Those grazing areas are quite often outside the 
formal park boundaries. The winter ranges *t- 
clude the north and west boundaries of the park, 
areas that are primarily national forest land and 
US Forest Service grazing allotments. According 
to law, the allotments are designated primarily for 
wildlife, secondarily for livestock. But cattle are 
on those allotments. Those areas designated for 
wildlife and occupied by cattle are where the 
majority of buffalo have been killed over the past 
three years — some 1,900 total. 

Only one formal proposal in the EIS, the "Mini- 
mal Management" Alternative Two, calls for ag- 


gressive acquisition of private and public lands in 
the grazing allotment areas to be set aside for 
buffalo and for expanding the protected area to 
include a larger, more sustainable ecosystem that 
can feed the buffalo herd in the winter. This alter- 
native focuses on changing the behavior of the 
cattle and ranchers to manage the alleged threat of 
buffalo, rather than trying to exclusively manage 
buffalo. It includes pro-active solutions such as 
"acquisition through purchase or easement or 
changes in cattle operations from willing sellers of 
additional winter range for bison." Alternative 
Two falls short, however, in that lethal controls 
remain, including killing of expectant mothers. 

The distinction in the approaches is a significant 
point to buffalo activists like Rosalie Little Thun- 
der, a Sicangu Lakota. Rosalie is an outspoken, 


Rosalie adds, “If buffalo ate go- 
ing to be hilled to allow cattle to 
graze on lands designated for 
wildlife, then we need to demand 
an EIS on the impact of cattle!' 


// 


front-line organizer on the buffalo issue. Buffalo 
Nations, a group she founded, has spent muoh of 
the past two winters with the buffalo at Yellowstone, 
serving as a human shield between the animals and 
the guns. Rosalie, a noted beadwork artist, Lakota 
language instructor and educator, is one of many 
committed to preserving the herd and all it repre : 
sents to Lakota and other indigenous peoijjes of' 
the Great Plains. Rosalie's position is thapfff tlfe:.: 
approaches mean buffalo will die needlessly. That 
in itself drives a larger set of cultural and spiritu; 
concerns around which Rosalie works. Rosalie 
others begin the debate by pointinjfout that mych 
of this whole controversy is politically (Jjjjspi by 
economic and special interest factors which have 
little to do with the actual protection of animals, 
buffalo or any other. , 

One of the key political factors underlying the 
killing of buffalo at Yellowstone is the unfounded 
threat Of brucellosis transmission. Brucellosis is a 
livestock disease that can cause abortion of calves 
and ungulate fever in humanj' who consume the 
meat. Some of the buffalo have it, and Montana's 
cattle ranchers do not want their cows to get it. 
Ironically, there has never been a single case of 
brucellosis transmission from buffalo to cattle in 
the wild. The disease is only transmitted through 
birth materials, so it is the calving period in which 
the alleged danger can occur. But at Glacier Na- 
tional Park> buffalo and cattle have grazed side by 
side for forty years, including calving seasons, with 
no cases of transmission between the animals ever 
reported. jK 

Finally there are economic underpinnings to the 
myth of brucellosis. Elk in Yellowstone, which are 
25-30 times more populous than bison, also have 
the dreaded disease. Elk have possibly transmitted 
the disease to livestock in six cases, according to 
ysuldtife biologist Virginia Randavi. Although bison 
continue to be slaughtered, elk are ignored, perhaps 
: because elk hunting earns the state of Montana $ 1 1 
million a year from licenses and permits alone. And 
in spite of the alleged threat to human health, the 
state of Montana sold the carcasses of bison killed in 
the winter of '96-'97 as "Property of the Department 
of Livestock," pocketing $185,763 in proceeds. 



• * * * 

-* 



The painted buffalo skull 
occupies a place of honor during 
the annual Sun Dance, the 
Plains nation's famed ritual of 
sacrifice and thanksgiving. The 
skull's eye and nose cavities were 
often stuffed with grass, as a 
symbolic offering to the buffalo. 


Buffalo Nations representatives take the position 
that brucellosis in the Yellowstone herd has neither 
hurt the buffalo, nor had any economic or health 
impact on cattle. Rosalie Little Thunder remains 
steadfast in her position that there should be no 
killing. She calls for the expansion of grazing areas, 
holding cattlemen accountable to the law (by mov- 
ing cattle off grazing allotments designated for 
wildlife) and as a last option instead of killing, live 
removal of mother-calf pairs to grassland areas and 
communities controlled by Native tribes. 

"If they are going to kill buffalo based on the 
alleged threat of brucellosis, then the public deserves 
absolute proof that there is a threat," says Rosalie. 
"There is no proof because a risk assessment on 
brucellosis has never been done. At the least, the EIS 
should be based on a scientific mandate." She adds, 
"If buffalo are going to be killed to allow cattle to 
graze on lands designated for wildlife, then we need 
to demand an EIS on the impact of cattle!" 

The ITBC, along with some 15 other organiza- 
tions, has developed what is called the "Citizen's 
Plan" as an alternative to the proposals presented 
by the federal government. Elements of the Citi- 
zens Plan include establishing buffalo population 
goals "based on science, not politics;" actively 
acquiring key migration and additional range 
land; adjusting cattle grazing allotments adjacent 
to the park; vaccinating the cattle against 
brucellosis and vaccinating the buffalo when a 
safe and effective non-invasive vaccine is avail- 
able. The ITBC plan also calls for a live removal 
option for buffalo using a health certification 
center or quarantine facility. The plan, supported 
by organizations like the Greater Yellowstone 
Coalition and the National Wildlife Federation, is 
quite a bit more innovative and, many would 
argue, more viable in the long term than ap- 
proaches outlined by the federal government. 

Whether the short-sighted option of killing buf- 
falo or the long-term viability of the herd and the 
ecosystem will win out in this battle depends to a 
great extent on the voice of Native peoples and the 
public at large in the process. The outcome will 
determine more than the fate of the buffalo. "As 
long as the buffalo live, we can also live," says Birgil 
Kills Strait, of the Pine Ridge Reservation. "The 
buffalo have the right to be here, they were here 
before we were, this is their land as well. Our lives as 
humans rely on the buffalo." 

Please send your comments on the draft EIS to 
Sarah Branscom, National Park Service, POB 25287, 
Denver, CO 80225-9901. To help protect buffalo at 
Yellowstone National Park, contact Buffalo Na- 
tions at POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758, 
(406) 646-0070. 

[See announcements section for upcoming dates and 
locations of Public Hearings on the Yellowstone Bison 
Management EIS in San Francisco, CA; Austin, TX; 
Minneapolis, MN.J 
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MINNEHAHA FREE STATE 





Three EFI'ers barricaded themselves into one of the houses to prevent the MnDOT from having it demolished. They stay close to the window, 
the only link to fresh air and the outside world. Margaret wrote a commentary in the local paper with the chair of the Mendota Mdewakanton: 
"There are three strong women in here... People think we are so strong and so brave for doing this. It is not bravery. It is necessity. There is a 
spring here that the white people call Camp Coldwater. You can feel the holiness of that place. Camp Coldwater spring, water that has been 
flowing for centuries, is in danger. Water that comes down from the hill over limestone rocks — crystal-clear and cold. 


The first weeks of the Minnehaha Free State have been full of victories. No 
bulldozers have been seen anywhere in the vicinity, and the demolition 
deadline came and went with not one house touched. The local community 
continues to be incredibly supportive, bringing food and other items to help the 
activists at the occupation. People are coming from all over to see what is going 
on, and the overwhelming sentiment is against the road. Even the corporate 
media seems positive. Local television stations have covered the occupation 
live several times, and the Minneapolis newspaper has run favorable articles 
describing neighborhood support for the occupation. 

Members of the Mendota Mdewakanton Dakota community joined Big 


Hundreds of people 
have visited the 
block-long 
occupation site, and 
many have stayed 
to create a large 
community. The 
camp includes a 
communications 
post, information 
table, security 
watches, kitchen, 
campfire, meeting 
place and supplies 
tent. 


Woods Earth First! on day two of the occupation. 
These aboriginal inhabitants have come to the 
Minnehaha Free State to lay claim to what is right- 
fully theirs and to help protect several sacred sites 
destined to be destroyed by the road. Driven from 
their own land and promised land they never got, 
these people have survived the onslaught of Euro- 
pean domination and maintained their cultural tra- 
ditions over the years. The Indigenous Environmen- 
tal Network and Honor the Earth have also come out 
in support of the occupation. Members of the Ameri- 
can Indian Movement have held drum ceremonies 
at the encampment in support of the preservation of 
the Dakota sacred sites. This alliance promises to be 
a formidable obstacle to the road builder's agenda. 

Several forces are actively conspiring to pave over 
this irreplaceable land. The Minnesota Department 
of Transportation (MnDoT) has long thought of cars 
as the only acceptable mode of transport, fueling the 
spread of urban sprawl with an ever-expanding road 
system. The Metropolitan Airport Commission has 
been greedily expanding the airport just south of the 
reroute and pressure is being applied by the wage- 
labor slaves in the downtown corporate offices who 
want the three minute faster commute to the airport 

the new route would pro- 
vide. And then there is the 
proposed light rail transit 
corridor, which, coinci- 
dentally (or not), is sched- 
uled to use the same path — 
seen by many as a divide 
and conquer tactic on the 
part of city planners. Road 
building is big business. 
Large construction com- 
panies with clout at the 
state capital stand to make 
lots of money. These forces 
are not accustomed to be- 
ing challenged and will not 
be stopped easily. 

Every other method to 
halt the crazy plan has 
been tried, including col- 
lecting over 8,000 signa- 
tures, conducting tours of 
the threatened area, writ- 
ing letters, calling offi- 
cials, holding rallies, at- 
tending public meetings 
and suing in court. But it 
became clear that more 
serious action was neces- 


DECLARED 


Text by Bob Greenberg Photos by Tom Taylor 


Even though the reroute of Highway 55 through Minnehaha Park has been 
opposed for 40 years, powerful interests managed to push the outlandish 
project through. The fact that the road breaks federal law by going through a 
unique urban wilderness on the Mississippi River flood plain is immaterial; the 
fact that an old-growth oak savanna would be plowed under caused no eye to 
blink. The displacement of 40-year residents was par for the course; the 
destruction of sacred sites meant nothing to the paper pushers in control. These 
facts, however, spurred the people to action. Affinity groups formed and 
traditional Earth First! activities such as earth-moving with human-powered 
tools (hole digging), concrete mixing, metal cutting and barricade building 
began under the cover of moonless nights. 

After receiving information that the bulldozers were due to begin leveling 
homes the next day, we spent a sleepless night setting up various defensible 
positions. By the early morning of August 10, the occupation of the east side of 
the 5400 block of Riverview Road was in place. Using tripods and lock boxes, 
nonviolent direct action activists put their bodies on the line, placing them- 
selves in positions that make it impossible for bulldozers to demolish the homes 
without seriously endangering their lives. These tactics have been successfully 
used on a large scale by anti-road groups in England. We are hoping they will 
be just as successful in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
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MIGHTY MISSISSIPPI / 
ON THE 


sary when, with a lawsuit appeal pending, MnDoT 
arrogantly released its call for bids to demolish the 
perfectly livable homes in the path of the road. 

MnDoT has been tightlipped and smug in its 
approach. The project coordinator said the houses 
would be down on schedule and any illegal occu- 
pants removed, a statement he had to eat as the 
deadline came and went. As time passed, it became 
clear their strategy would be to play a waiting game 
rather than risk confrontation, as even police driv- 


Site of Camp Coldwater, the first European settlement in 

Minnesota 



ing by the site said they didn't want the road. Of 
course, MnDoT argues they went through all the 
public participation process needed to conclude 
that people want the road. 

This statement may have 
been true 30 years ago, but 
sentiment has clearly 
changed. If only MnDoT 
realized it is never too late 
to change a bad plan. 

The Minnehaha Free 
State has an around-the- 
clock watch, and many 
people from various back- 
grounds are working full- 
time to sustain the occupa- 
tion. A governing system based on consensus has 
been set up. At our daily meetings we make sure 
concerns are addressed, ensure the smooth opera- 
tion of the occupation and plot further strategy. A 
free kitchen is being operated by Food Not Bombs. 
Affinity groups have formed around different as- 


pects of camp maintenance, and the feeling of em- 
powerment is running high. Plans for a fall garden, 
pirate radio and a weekly zine are all in the works as 

the Minnehaha Free 
State creates a new au- 
tonomous community. 

To many of us, this 
is not just about stop- 
ping one road, but 
about redefining the 
way people think about 
roads and transport in 
general. We desperately 
need to turn away from 
the car culture. Road 
building and urban 
sprawl are rapidly gobbling up precious wild lands. 
We need to fight back against the mentality of the 
road-building wackos who are ruining the planet. It 
is also about native sovereignty and returning the 
continent to a more balanced state. Earth First! has 
broadened its horizons in the past years and has 


Dozens of donated loaves of bread and cases ofcantalopes were 

delivered. 



Informal strategy sessions happen all the time 




Big Woods Earth First! printed up 70 pounds of t-shirts and 
sold them on site. The shirts came from the bins of a local 

Goodwill warehouse. 

built alliances with indigenous groups and others. 
This expansion is essential to increasing the struggle 
against the destruction of the Earth. This struggle 
will not be won in the courts, but through direct 
action efforts to change the way people think, 
empowering people to act against the destruction. 

The Minnehaha Free State is an ongoing cam- 
paign. We intend to maintain the occupation until 
the reroute is canceled and the land claims of the 
Mendota Mdewakanton Dakota are recognized and 
upheld. It is hard work maintaining the occupation, 
but also fun and rewarding. We anticipate more 
groups will be joining the fight. Come get involved! 

Contact us at Big Woods Earth First!, POB 580936, 




The Mendota 
Mdewankanton 
band of Dakota 
have set up tipis 
and sacred stakes 
at the site to let 
the state know 
that it is sacred 
ground. The 
Mendota are 
seeking federal 
recognition as a 
tribe, and the road 
would run through 
land that was 
sacred to them 
before Europeans 
set up shop here. 

" What they 
intend to do is cut 
the four ancient 
oak trees planted 
in the four 
directions. It is a 
dance circle and 
the road is going 
to go right over 
this spot," says 
tribe member Jim 
Anderson. 


Minneapolis, MN 55458; (612) 362-3387; 
earthfirst@juno.com. If you can't join us, you can 
help by calling the MnDOT Commissioner James 
Denn at (651) 297-1467; US Representative Mar- 
tin Sabo at (612) 664-8000; Minneapolis Mayor 
Sharon Sales Belton at (612) 673-2100; MN Attor- 
ney General (also running for governor) Skip 
Humphrey at (612) 225-0726; US Senator Paul 
Wellstone at (612) 645-0323. Tell them to stop 
the reroute of Highway 55 and to support the 
Mendota land claim. 



Susan Jasper, Green Party candidate for It. governor. Susan has 
been sleeping at the foot of Joe Hill's tripod. 
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THE FAILURE OF THE 
WARD VALLEY CAMPAIGN 



by Patrick Diehl 

While the struggle to stop the Ward Valley radioac- 
tive waste dump near Needles, California, has had 
some success, the overall campaign must be called a 
failure, the predictable result of problems that are 
widespread in the movement. Those of us who be- 
lieve in direct democracy, consensus process and 
nonviolent direct action, including myself, often fail 
to advocate effectively for our ideals 
when we are in coalition settings, 
especially multicultural ones. We are 
self-silencing; we fail to take active 
steps to inform coalition members 
and constituencies about our skills, 
and we are unwilling to challenge 
power holders. 

One incident in particular brought 
our failures home to me. During the 
frantic days in February, just before 
the confrontation with the govern- 
ment over further site testing, mem- 
bers of tribes whose lands lie farther 
south down the Colorado River were 
arriving. Someone looked at the di- 
verse, bustling crowd and asked, 
"Why are all these white people here?" 

In October '95, the cam- 
paign focus shifted from 
the courts and legislature 
to local organizing, expan- 
sion of the coalition and 
preparations for nonviolent 
resistance. The first large- 
scale regional gathering was 
held in Ward Valley, and a 
protest camp was set up on 
site. The Fort Mojave In- 
dian Tribe then opened the 
Save Ward Valley office in 
Needles, and the campaign 
began to attract national media attention. 

At the same time, an unequal contest began 
between those who sought to broaden the 
campaign's scope and those who sought to keep it 
narrow. The former included the author and his 
partner, Tori Woodard. Among the latter, the most 
influential figure was Bradley Angel, a Greenpeace 
toxics campaigner. 

Those activists wanting to broaden the coalition's 
focus believe fundamental social transformation is 
needed if the present ecological crisis is to be sur- 
mounted. They wanted to educate constituencies 
about nonviolent direct action, consensus process 
and direct democracy; to connect the campaign to 
the larger issue of nuclearism on a national and 
planetary scale; to form alliances with other groups 
fighting similar radioactive waste dump proposals 
in Boyd County, Nebraska, and Sierra Blanca, Texas; 
and to unify with anti-nuclear coalitions like Alli- 
ance for Nuclear Accountability and Abolition 2000. 

From 1997 on, those who wanted a narrow focus 
succeeded in limiting the campaign to the issue of 
stopping the nuclear dump from being built in 
Ward Valley. The public voice of the campaign 
became a Native American voice, emphasizing Na- 
tive American rights and the issue of sacred land 
while basically ignoring larger anti-nuclear concerns. 

However, the Ward Valley dump is of national 
and international importance. It is a key piece in the 
nuclear industry's struggle to stay alive, which is 
why so many activists from outside the local area 
wanted it on the national political agenda. Once 
constructed, it could become a national dump and 
contaminate the lower Colorado River, affecting 
the drinking water supply for 20-million people in 
Arizona, Southern California and Mexico. 

Any strategy that only emphasizes the concerns 
of a single local group tends to preclude alliances 
with groups outside the immediately effected area. 
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One that emphasizes local victories tends to push 
aside longer-range concerns. Similarly, a strategy 
that gives the lead to one part of a coalition 
disempowers the rest of it. 

In '95, the Ward Valley coalition was loose-knit, 
dominated by a small "in" group of individuals, with 
a half-hearted ramshackle excuse for a consensus 
process. But it was still a coalition of sorts. By '98, it 
had become a solidarity group. Decision making was 
handed over to the lower Colorado River tribes and 
to men like Steve Lopez and David Harper who acted 
on the tribes' behalf. This led to capricious, contra- 
dictory, unexplained decisions and heavy-handed, 
coercive behavior by Native Americans toward non- 
native activists. Believing that people should have 
the right to participate in decisions that affect them, 
especially during nonviolent direct actions, this au- 
thor formally resigned from the coalition. 

Self-scrutiny is the most proactive way to analyze 
the mistakes made in left-wing coalitions. White, 
social-change activists in multicultural campaigns 
are often subject to an especially crippling reflex: 
self-silencing. They feel obligated to constantly woo 
non-white groups in the coalition, staying on their 
best behavior and always aiming to please. They 
play the part of the traditional wife whose duty it is 
to provide support and sympathy and take care of 


" White social change activists in multicultural cam- 
paigns are often subject to an especially crippling 
reflex: self-silencing. They feel obligated to constantly 
woo non-white groups in the coalition , staying on 
their best behavior and always aiming to please. " 


the housekeeping. This double role is seldom dis- 
cussed or questioned. Instead, people grumble about 
its consequences — particularly about having to ac- 
cept behavior they would not tolerate if it occurred 
within their own groups. 



This relationship between coalition members is 
a transparent inversion of mainstream American 
society where people of color are expected to 
court the good will of whites and accept their 
foibles with a smile. In either form, such a rela- 
tionship is false and regressive. Its dishonesty 
blocks communication. Once caught in it, people 
keep their true thoughts to themselves or confide 
in trusted friends. Behavior that harms the cam- 
paign goes unchecked. Individuals do not hear 
how negatively they are affecting the coalition, 
and the abilities of many activists are under- 
utilized or not used at all. Resentment and frustra- 
tion on the one side and runaway egos on the 
other are the natural result. 

In the Ward Valley campaign, social-change ac- 
tivists assumed tribal members would learn of their 
political and social vision simply through working 
together. Relationships did form, but the crucial 
larger meeting of minds did not occur. Only a few 
tribal members were directly involved in the ongo- 
ing work. Non-native activists had little or no con- 
tact with most people in the tribes. Even if they had 
tried hard to explain themselves to tribal activists, 
their words would not have had a wide hearing, or 
would have spread beyond activist circles in a heavily 
filtered and mediated form. 

Activists in the core group 
m ^ of the Ward Valley coali- 
tion did not form a caucus 
with other activists in the 
campaign to press for their 
political and social ideals. 
As a result, there was no 
base for doing "in-reach" 
and education about social- 
change issues. The agenda 
remained narrowly focused 
on stopping the dump. Af- 
ter the Needles office 
opened, activists could have 
educated supporters through the existing Fort 
Mojave Indian Tribe newsletter or the local newspa- 
per (whose editor strongly supports the campaign). 

continued on next page 
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NOT SOCIAL CHANGE 

II IS A HOLY WAR! 


by David Harper 

I would like to respond to Mr. Patrick 
Diehl's opinion regarding the Ward Val- 
ley campaign. I am the traditional 
spokesman for the Colorado River In- 
dian Tribes Mojave Elders. I was in- 
volved in the occupation of Ward Val- 
ley along with the Mojave 
Elders and fellow tribal 
members. I do recall see- 
ing Patrick Diehl involved 
in the Ward Valley cam- 
paign and recognize his 
involvement with other 
environmentalists who 
came to Ward Valley. I 
was able to see Mr. Diehl 
in several tribal meetings 
with his companion, Tori 
Woodard. Mr. Diehl, in 
fact, was asked for his 
opinion at several meet- 
ings. He was given oppor- 
tunity for involvement in 
Ward Valley, much 
more so than his fellow 
environmentalists. 

Who failed regarding the Tribe's in- 
volvement? The Tribes were much more 
informed than Mr. Diehl could imag- 
ine. Relatives from the five Tribes sent 
supplies, finances and prayers to those 
at Ward Valley. Each day, fellow tribal 
members kept abreast of the situation 
by radio as they worked. Each day 
tribal members stepped up to meet the 
challenges of the occupation. 

The Tribes have always been respon- 
sible for the education of their people. 
I recall a meeting of the Fort Mojave 
Indian Tribe where Mr. Diehl could 
not understand that the Tribes were 
responsible for their tribal member's 
actions in a way not covered by simply 
taking nonviolence action training. We 



were not ignorant of the action, nor our struggles is our spirituality. Mr. 
were we ignorant to the federal govern- Diehl and other environmentalists 
ment ramifications of the occupation, may never understand our way of life 

"We cannot and will not ever compromise 
our traditional or religious culture for a 
social-change philosophy. " 


As Mr. Diehl writes, he is in the 
process of moving to Utah to take on 
another cause. We, however, continue 
to protect our aboriginal lands and 
fight the proposed radioactive waste 
site at Ward Valley. We cannot turn 
our backs on this land to seek out 
other popular causes, nor can we sim- 
ply get up and move away. 

Lastly, I can confidently and justly 
state that the Ward Valley occupation 
was based on our spirituality and reli- 
gion; it was a "holy war." We are not 
activists or environmentalists. We are 
traditionalists who believe the most 
powerful tool we have to assist us in 


or the belief of our people. We cannot 
and will not ever compromise our 
traditional or religious culture for a 
social-change philosophy. If people 
such as Mr. Diehl seek such change, a 
direct loss of our culture will occur, 
just as boarding schools, religions and 
government exterminations at- 
tempted to do years ago. 

In closing, I repeat the words of the 
Elders when they say, "We do this for 
all of mankind, especially the chil- 
dren. Our children have every right to 
live a life as long as we have and to 
experience the joy of laughter, love 
and innocence..." 
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FAILURE , CONTINUED... 

No one even considered approaching these publications, 
and there was no support for dealing with social-change 
issues in the "Save Ward Valley" newsletter when it finally 
appeared in January '97. 

Activists in the Ward Valley coalition failed to open up the 
"in" group that ran the campaign and establish a clear, 
agreed-upon process for decision-making. The status quo 
allowed them to fend off ideas they did not like and keep the 
power they already had. The general meetings at the large 
gatherings in '95-'97 had little impact on this situation. 
Instead, the coalition metamorphosed gradually into the 
solidarity group it now is, which probably suited the agendas 
of most of the "in" group members. Whether or not it suited 
the hundreds of supporters who came to the gatherings and 
sent in donations, who knows? They were never asked. 

How could this outcome have been avoided? Or, to put 
things more positively, how can direct-action, consensus- 
process, social-change activists ensure their views get a fair 
hearing in coalitions in which they participate? For one, 
social-change activists must organize themselves and de- 
mand a voice in coalitions. Group action is essential. 
Printed materials that explain their ideals and relate the 
specific issues of the campaign to their larger vision of 
social change should be distributed. Activists must speak 
up for their beliefs at meetings and in the daily work of their 
coalitions. They do not need to apologize for themselves or 
their ideals. What they represent is not simply an example 
of "white-male-Anglo cultural imperialism." Consensus 
process has ancient roots. It was profoundly affected by the 
feminist movement, which we should honor and defend. 


Nonviolent direct action is similarly ancient and has been 
used in movements guided by Gandhi, Martin Luther King, 
Jr. and other non- white human beings of courage and genius. 

Activists are often deterred by attacks from power holders 
and misled by the smoke screens used to disguise the 
motives for their hostility. Activists must be patient, non- 
violent in word as well as deed and persistent. Ongoing 
outreach among the supporters of the coalitions, using 
talks, workshops and slide shows about past campaigns and 
nonviolent direct actions is important. They must not be 
swallowed up with just keeping the coalition going. Above 
all, they must realize that nonviolence training at the 
eleventh hour, right before the crucial action, will not make 
up for the lack of previous sustained outreach. Yes, they can 
hold training at that point, but, if the Ward Valley cam- 
paign is any example, will their non-white allies attend? 

Even if the consensus approach is ignored during coali- 
tion decision-making, social-change activists must insist 
their own group(s) observe the process. That means rotating 
spokespeople who will return to discuss any changes to 
existing consensuses with their group. This practice avoids 
aiding and abetting "in" group formation or perpetuation 
and may even inspire other groups in the coalition with a 
model of direct democracy. In fact, it is very likely other 
groups have never given process issues any real thought and 
will instead be making do with the "white man's ways." 

All this is asking a lot of ourselves. But the alternative for 
nonviolent direct-action people who believe in the need for 
social change is to be ignored by coalitions until the crisis 
comes, get called in like the fire brigade, then thanked and 
sent away until the next crisis. Change must begin with us, 
and I believe we are capable of making it happen. 



Tree Slugs Slime Scum 

The North East Forest Practices Cam- 
paign continued its pressure on Lin- 
coln Pulp & Paper (LP&P) on June 1 5, 
this time at its corporate headquar- 
ters in Amherst, Massachusetts. 
LP&P's parent cofhjpany, Eastern Pa- 
pa, is run by Amherst resident Joe 
Torres. He and office employees were, 
not able to go to work after idhesrW 


office doors shut. While demonstra- 
tors picketed outside, a locksmith 
managed to get one door open, and 
Mr. Torres invited the slugs and pick- 
eters in for a chat. 

Only two representatives went in 
to hear the CEO's pleas of environ- 
mental contrition and promises. The 
slugs replied simply, "The proof is in 
'the pudding," referring to LP&P's 40 
waste water violations under Maine 
law in the last seven years. The com- 
pany is responsible for continually 
dumping dioxin and other poisons 
into the Penobscot River, adjacent 
to its Maine mill. 


Raging Granny Storms 
Mine Down Under 

A pre-dawn candlelight vigil was 
held at the Jabiluka mineral lease on 
August 25 by women opposed to the 
Jabiluka uranium mine in Australia. 
Three women, including a great-grand- 
mother spanning three generations, 
were arrested while supporting the 
Mirrar, the traditional inhabitants of 
the region. The area has been the site 
of mass demonstrations over the past 
few months which have resulted in 
hundreds of arrests. 

The three women, Ms. Elvie Booth, 
92, Ms. Rosalind Byass, 55, and Ms. 
Amanda Wilson, 38, were arrested 
for trespass when they walked onto 
the Jabiluka mineral lease. Ms. Elvie 
Booth, a great-grandmother from 
Melbourne said, "I'm here to bring 
messages of support to the Mirrar 
and to protest against uranium min- 
ing on their land. Uranium is a dan- 
ger to both workers and the environ- 
ment and is too often used in lethal 
weapons." 


Gilbert Chingee, Winnie Jargodics 
and family have, on and off, single- 
handedly blockaded a logging road 
in a remote part of British Columbia 
since July 1. 

The Colboume Creek valley, which 
is the area being targeted, is in the 
Parsnip River drainage system about 
140 miles north of Prince George. 
Home to the Tsek'ehne Nation, the 
traditional name of the McCleod Lake 
Band, the area hosts an abundance of 
wildlife including a large population 
of grizzly bears. The government has 
already allowed logging in 17 of the 
18 valleys in the traditional home- 
lands of the Tsek'ehne, why^re cur- 
rently settling under Treaty with the 
provincial government. 


September-October 1998 Earth First! Page 9 




Tale of the Two Tax Trail Picgricd's 


by Scott Silver 

In the early morning hours of July 26, working 
upon a vast snow field, two wilderness activists laid 
out the ropes and stakes that would guide them in 
their work. It required four heavily laden trips up 
Oregon's Mt. Bachelor to deliver the food coloring 
and water they'd need. By 10:30 a.m., with garden 
sprayers filled to capacity, they waited and watched 
the protest unfold. 

Marching on the hot pavement, some 1500 feet 
below, were more than 50 Wild Wilderness protest- 
ers and their supporters, there to display opposition 
to the Forest 
Service's Recreation 
Fee Demonstration 
Program. The pro- 
testers carried plac- 
ards and waved ban- 
ners bearing mes- 
sages such as "USFS: 

Nature's Pimp"; 

"Hey Smokey, how 
much is the view 
worth?"; and "Wil- 
derne$$ buy REI." 

The protesters 

then put down their Welcome to your Forest.. .we accept Visa. 
signs and gathered in front of two dozen chairs, each 
one bearing the name of one of the corporations 
responsible for bringing trail fees to public lands. The 
names included a litany of motorized recreational 
vehicle manufacturers like the Personal Watercraft 
Industry Association, the American Motorcyclists As- 
sociation, Yamaha, Exxon and the Recreation Ve- 
hicle Industry Association. It would have required an 
additional 100 chairs to seat all of the corporations 
behind this assault. Prominent in the front row were 
the names of the biggest cheeses, Walt Disney and the 
American Recreation Coalition. 

I stood before the crowd and explained how each of 
these companies had direct financial interest in turn- 
ing nature into a multitude of recreational products. 

I explained how Congress' never-ending budget cuts 
had left the Forest Service in a position of having to 
suck up to the recreation industry and accept their 
industrial strength demands. 

When the wristwatch alarms on the ground and 
atop the mountain began to buzz, the protest effort 
joined in synchrony. From the ground, I began by 
quoting a front page headline from the Oregonian: 



"US Sees Dollar Signs in Outdoor Recreation." I 
continued to read, "(user) fees, coupled with new 
rules allowing the sale of public facilities to private 
enterprise and expanding opportunities for private 
business ventures have many wondering whether 
Smokey will become just another huckster, pushing 
profit over protection." 

Then, to draw attention to the mountain, I turned 
and looked up to where my friends were busily 
working. I began explaining to fellow protesters 
that while it was impossible for anyone but a true 
huckster to sell raw nature, even a bureaucrat 
could sell a scenic view that had been skillfully 
converted into a product and aggressively mar- 
keted. Billed as wreckreation, edu-tainment and 
eco-tainment, I went on to say, nature would be 
the new products of the Forest Service. They could 
simply place a few interpretive signs before a sce- 
nic vista and create something worthy of charging 
admission. I then gestured dramatically behind 
I me towards the Three Sisters mountains while 
J simultaneously pointing to a sign that read: "Pay- 
I To-View, $5/peak." 

| Everyone began to marvel at the creation that 
began appearing on the side of Mt. Bachelor. 
Towering above the protesters, amongst the ski 
runs and chair lifts, was a 300 foot tall, bold green 
dollar sign contrasted against the snowy white 
background. As we stood and watched the final 
touches being added, most of us wondered if this 
was what Smokey sees when he looks at our 
nation's wild places. 



by Northeasteh EF! 

The lead trial of defendants in the "Plymouth 25" 
case is scheduled to start October 19. The Plymouth 
25 are Native Americans and their supporters ar- 
rested in Plymouth, Massachusetts, Thanksgiving 
day last year while marching peacefully to shatter the 
illusions of the dominant US society that continues 
to oppress indigenous people. United American Indi- 
ans of New England (UAINE) has held this "Day of 
Mourning" ceremony and march every Thanksgiv- 
ing since 1970. No one has ever been arrested. 

The 25 arrestees were charged with unlawful as- 
sembly, disorderly conduct and various other of- 
fenses. Others were charged with assault and battery 
of a police officer. Coincidentally, those same people 
received visible wounds while being arrested. Besides 
being physically violent, the police also used OC gas 
(pepper spray) indiscriminately on arrestees and the 
crowd. Elders and an eight year-old boy in the march 
were also sprayed. 

This first of five trials has been scheduled after the 
court split up the defendants on request of the 
prosecutor. Mark your calendar for the trial's open- 
ing day October 19 and especially for the 28th 
National Day of Mourning, November 26, in Ply- 
mouth. To help with defense funds make out checks/ 
money orders to the ACLU/National Day of Mourn- 
ing '97 Defense Fund mailed to UAINE POB 7501, 
Quincy, MA02269; (781) 331-3690; uainel9@idt.net; 
http://www.idt.net/-uainel9. 


Mining the Crown Jewel of 



Welcoming Babbit in Tennessee 


TwimTE'D Tbf ‘hlY 

by Water First! 

A few years ago, Donald Trump purchased 200 acres in Westchester County, 
New York, from Yale University and Rockefeller University. Now he wants to 
turn the estate into his very own exclusive golf course and residential 
development with an annual membership fee of only $250,000. Seven 
Springs, the estate, is located amongst three towns and is perched above the 
Byram reservoir, which means that whatever Trump does to the estate will 
pollute the water. Of course, Trump couldn't care who or what he dumps on 
as long as it doesn't affect him. He has a proven track record of perching his 
rump above innocent people. 

He has destroyed a homeless "village" in New York to make way for another 
one of his building erections. Incidentally, in a television interview, Trump 
confirms that buildings rarely let him down. 

In his latest book, he admits to regularly using revenge as a business 
technique when someone does him wrong. Isn't revenge immoral and illegal? 

In order to make a parking space for his limousines, Trump tried to get 
Atlantic City, New Jersey, to condemn a family restaurant on the grounds of 
"public good." Decency prevailed in court, causing Donald to suffer from 
constipation and reverse peristalsis: He failed in his attempt to perch and 
eliminate and ended up getting a taste of his own shit. 

Now he is trying to relieve himself by getting permission to place his golf 
course over Bryam reservoir. After obtaining approval, he would feed the 
fairways of his course a laxative of fertilizer, pesticides and weed killer to boast 
that, of all the top courses, he's got the most effluent one. 

If you would like to guarantee that Donald Trump's gluttony, gastrointestinal 
disease and search for a toilet doesn't result in him squatting above Bryam 
reservoir, or if you are concerned about the social inequalities of this issue, write 
or call the Water Department at 104 Main Street, Mt. Kisco, New York 10549; 
(914) 666-6210 or contact Fredrick P. Clark Associates, Inc. (planning consult- 
ants) at 360 Theodore Fremd Ave., New York 10580; (914) 967-6540. 


by Will Cumberland 
It all started when Skyline Min- 
ing Company announced plans to 
strip mine for coal in Van Buren 
Country, Tennessee within the Fall 
Creek Falls State Park watershed, 
the "crown jewel" of the state's 
park system. Citing how mining in 
the Sewanee coal vein has already 
produced some of the worst pollu- 
tion the Cumberland Plateau has 
ever seen, SOCM (Save Our 
Cumberland Mountains) held a pe- 
tition drive to gather signatures from 
local citizens opposing the mine. 

An existing mine has already impacted 
the basin surrounding Fall Creek Falls, 
confirming the state geologist's advance 
report suggesting mining in the area 
might pollute the aquifer. The runoff 
from the acidic soil polluted the water 
in the gorge, killing all forms of life and 
making the water undrinkable. "It was 
like some one had stabbed deep into the 
heart of the mountain and all the blood 
was just a pouring out," said a local 
resident, referring to the way the acidic 
coal runoff colors the water a "rusty" 
red. SOCM maintains the same thing 
will happen if Skyline mines in the Fall 
Creek Falls watershed now. 

Acidic water flowing into the water 
table would be devastating to local 
wildlife and polluting the watershed 
means destroying the very thing that 
brings visitors to the Fall Creek Falls 
Park. The Office of Surface Mining's 
(OSM) Environmental Impact Study 
(EIS) finding of "no significant im- 
pact" is being challenged by SOCM 
and the Tennessee Citizens for Wilder- 
ness Planning. These groups have filed 
a Land Unsuitable for Mining Petition 
with the OSM. That report also makes 
the ridiculous suggestion to allow indi- 
vidual mines to conduct their own EIS, 
making it impossible to measure the 
impact of all the mines on the Fall 
Creek Falls watershed as a whole. 


Tennessee 

Five-hundred people attended the 
public comment meeting held to dis- 
cuss the EIS this June in Crossville, TN. 
The majority expressed support for pro- 
tecting Fall Creek Falls. A few miners 
and the company owner were there to 
support Skyline Mining. Judging by 
the size of the miners present, it was 
obvious they were there to intimidate. 
"To say I wasn't worried about getting 
hit would be lying," remarked John C. 
Johnson, Upper Tennessee EF!, after 
his rousing speech demanding "Geor- 
gia Pacific! Willamette Industries! Sky- 
line Mining! Stop the rape of our 
mountains, forests and rivers! When 
you mess with my life support system, 
you mess with us all!" The shocked 
expressions on the face of the miners 
and the applause of the crowd spoke of 
how deep John's message hit. 

Cumberland community resident 
Jamie Baulker also moved the crowd 
when she held up a jar containing a 
sample of the acid-mine water that runs 
through her property. It looked like 
darkly-colored orange juice. Baulker and 
her partner received death threats when 
they spoke out about the mine's im- 
pacts a few years ago. But the campaign 
of fear designed to silence the couple 
has failed with the community listen- 
ing to their descriptions of the mining 
industry's abuse of the Appalachian 
Mountains. Many other local residents 
who support the goals of SOCM have 
also been harassed by unknown sources. 
Some have lost their jobs, been physi- 
cally threatened and a few have had 
shots fired near their house. But that 
night at the meeting, those forces trying 
to silence the people of the Cumberland 
Plateau got exactly what they didn't 
want, a united community. For more 
information please contact SOCM: attn. 
Gil Meleau-Hough, POB 479, Lake City, 
TN 37769; (423) 426-9455. 
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Red Cloud Thunder 


BY WARCRY 

For the first time in North America, 
tunnels are being used in a direct 
action campaign. The tunnels sit six 
feet underground at Fall Creek, a 
pocket of old-growth forest in 
Oregon's Cascadian wilderness. This 
subterranean lockdown is our latest 
strategy, but it has a long history as a 
tool of resistance. Underground was 
the only place where the Vietnamese 
found protection from the strafings 
of American B-52 bombers. The Viet 
Cong lived and maintained their base 
camps inside tunnels. They had live 
music and even performed surgery 
in them as wartime conditions ne- 
cessitated. English and Australian 
forest activists finally caught onto 
the usefulness of tunnels in their 
nonviolent struggles. 

I've been living here in a 500-year- 
old Douglas fir for almost three weeks 
now. I'm 200-feet up in the exquisite 
and breezy upper canopy where stars 
shine like the heavens at night and 
breezes rock me gently all day. Red 
Cloud Thunder is the name of the 
seven month-old forest defense cam- 
paign at Fall Creek. It's named after 
the warrior chief of the Oglala Da- 
kota Sioux who repeatedly expelled 
the US Cavalry from his homelands. 
Red Cloud did not recognize the au- 
thority of the government. Broken 
treaties and government lies were 
familiar. Western expansion was re- 
sponsible for the massacre of his 


at Fall Creek 

people and the destruction of the 
wildlands and game that the tribes 
were dependent on for survival. 

Today, only islands of old-growth 
habitat remain in the area surrounding 
Fall Creek. We are fighting for these 
remaining patches of low-elevation old 
growth. The driving force behind our 
insurrection is fighting to keep Cascadia 
alive and to hold it as a place of resis- 


tance against the insanity of the Forest 
Service and industrial forestry. "They 
should be called the timber baron ser- 
vice, " states an activist, know as Pacific 
Ocean. "I'm sick of Orwellian govern- 
ment double speak. If you want to 
serve the forest, leave it alone! You 
cannot put yourself above God and try 
to do better than nature by trying to 
manage nature." Pacific Ocean sat in 
an ancient Douglas fir affectionately 


named Fanghorn during a particularly 
intense siege where he realized it did 
not want him to be angry with the feds. 
"The tree wanted me to project love 
not anger — kind of like Gandhi but... 
with a mohawk," he says with a laugh. 

My personal experience in 
Fanghorn is that the coursing energy 
of the wise, old tree seemingly in- 
fuses and amplifies what its inhabit- 
ants already feel. It was like sticking 
your finger in a light socket. "Bring it 
on! We are ready to rock!" I roared at 
the tiny little feds 200-feet below who 
glared in frustration at the distant 
bodies raging in a tree far above them. 

"You defend profit and 
wealth! We defend this 
land from your devasta- 
tion!" growls a young 
woman named Spiral. 
"You will never win! You 
are a small man with a gun 
who has no authority over 
me!" declares a young man 
named Free who could 
never be anything but. 

Red Cloud Thunder in- 
deed. His warriors fought 
like hell and maintained a 
no compromise position 
just as we do at Fall Creek. 
When the Feds come in to remove us, 
we tell them to get the fuck out of the 
forest. How fucking dare they try to 
take away our collective refuge and 
treasure! 

The feds came in early one morn- 
ing and we managed to keep them at 
bay all day. The evening sky turned 
orange-red. The thunder growled in 
the distance. These showdowns with 
federal agents inspire an astonishing 


confidence in us. The feds retreated 
after failing to get us down from our 
road blockade. They could not get to 
the trees either. It feels good not to be 
afraid. Warrior comrades made of an- 
archy and fearless beauty stood to- 
gether, flames leaping from our eyes. 
We were not made for the slave chains 
of capitalist servitude any more than a 
huge old tree was made for a saw mill. 
We are as innocent and alive as the 
forest creatures we protect. We take our 
authority from the trees not the gov- 
ernment. 

The Earth does wonders for one's self 
esteem. Instead of feeling like an insig- 
nificant parasite in a celluloid garbage 
culture, we begin to see our arms and 
legs as roots and branches and our 
bodies as water, blood, life and air. We 
begin to see how we emerged from the 
elements that surround us and realize 
that to the Earth we will return. I'm 
staying up here in the canopy as the 
love blows warmly through the trees. 
This forest is gentle and accommo- 
dates the blackened depths of our dark- 
ened dreams as well as the screaming 
heights of our joy and hope. Being 
cradled in this wilderness, amongst 
these brave wild people, we can begin 
to believe that freedom is ours to 
claim. Freedom is not an abstract el- 
ement. It is the burning in your gut, 
spilling out. The revolution is bub- 
bling and erupting everywhere, 
spreading across this land from New 
York City on westward. Fall Creek is 
just one radiant and vivid example of 
it for this tree sitter. 

For more information, contact the 
Cascadia Forest Defenders at POB 1 1 1 22, 
Eugene, OR 97440; (541) 343-7305. 



Salmon Not Salvage in Fire Country 


by Spring Chinook 

I have three questions to ask. How many more litanies of destruction, tales of 
extirpation, looming chasms of extinction must we endure before we act 
effectively, decisively, with the energy and celebration of life to end this 
corporate societal madness once and for all? What could we be doing now with 
our lives to make our world more balanced and alive? How can we get beyond sale 
by sale, issue by issue triage and reach a critical mass that will bring real change? 

For centuries beyond remembrance, the salmon have come. Traversing 
thousands of miles in numbers so great, the waters churned with their arduous 
effort. Returning to the pools, rivers and streams of their birth, they continued 
the cycles of life from generation to generation. Over the past century, their 
world has changed. Their existence is now imperiled. Yet how many descen- 
dants of the invaders of these lands really know what is at risk — what is being 
so irretrievably lost in the devastation? 

On the steep slopes above the middle and north forks of the John Day 
River in Eastern Oregon, the illegal Summit and Big Tower timber sales 
are wreaking havoc. The John Day is the last remaining stronghold of 
wild salmon and steelhead in the lower 48. Stronghold, however, is 
a misnomer, as even here these imperiled fish populations have been 
in serious decline for decades. Yet, if any area has potential for 
recovery, it would be the N'ChiWnna (misnamed Columbia) River 
basin. It is one of the only undammed major rivers in the West. 

In December 1997, two appeals killed the Summit timber sale. The 
timber harvest plan called for logging two roadless areas on steep, 
erosive slopes above the wild salmon, steelhead and bull trout runs 
of the middle fork of the John Day. But the appeal only delayed 
them. The Malheur National Forest planners rose with sawdust 
dreams anew and regurgitated a "lawsuit proof" (they think) version of 
the Summit sale. Their chosen alternative will allow the logging of 50 
million board feet from a 6,500-acre parcel of forest, where a large, intense 
fire burned in 1996. Since the fire, the timber corporations have been 
clamoring for the chance to "mug the burn victim," and their chance, despite 
our efforts, has finally come. 

D.R. Johnson, the timber corporation that "owns" the towns of John Day, 
Prairie City and Riddle, Oregon, purchased most of the Summit fire sales. A 
lawsuit was filed in federal court to stop these areas from being logged. However, 
after an August 20 hearing for a temporary injunction was lost, logging began. 
Surviving old growth and other large trees are being logged in a severely burned 
area where every tree is essential to wildlife. The other sale threatening salmon 
and wildlife is the Big Tower sale in the Umatilla National Forest which lies on 
steep slopes above the north fork of the John Day River. This sale, adjacent to the 


North Fork Wilderness, would log 30 million board feet. 

Both sales clearly violate numerous federal laws and seriously imperil salmon, 
bull trout and steelhead, as well as terrestrial species including wolverines, 
marten, bear, cougar, elk, and black-backed and pileated woodpeckers. Although 
motions for an emergency injunction and appeal have been filed in the 9th 
Circuit Court of Appeals, logging has begun in Big Tower. Both the Summit and 
Big Tower sales are clear lessons that laws are meaningless without enforcement. 

Behind the public media charade of salmon protection, the real life situa- 
tion is dire for the salmon and future generations of people. Governor 
Kitzhaber supports the logging, and Senator Wyden helped scuttle public 
appeal periods. Industry, government and logging alliances have worked 

diligently and persistently to bring about the 
illegal logging of this last stronghold of 
salmon. The Oregonian and other corpo- 
rate media have failed to convey these 
very real threats to the salmon's re- 
covery and survival to the public's 
attention. 

So where do we go from here? 
How do we manage the triage, 
stop these and so many other 
sales, and build a movement 
that can attack the root of their 
causes? We need your help. 
Most of the destruction is di- 
rected from urban centers such 
as Portland and Salem, OR; Wash- 
ington, DC and the New York 
Stock Exchange. People in these and 
other urban areas must join together, 
take dramatic action, raise their voices 
and lend their hands to the survival of the 
salmon, steelhead, bull trout, wolverine and so 
many other wild ones. Remember the wild Earth First! tradition — empower 
yourselves and act! 

On behalf of the John Day River and the future of the salmon in the Northwest, 
contact the following responsible officials and corporate profiteers. Mail dead 
fish to Senator Ron Wyden, Hart Senate Office Bldg., Washington, DC 20510; 
(202) 224-3753 or contact Governor Kitzhaber at 254 State Capital Bldg., Salem, 
Oregon 97310; (503) 378-3111. Also talk with D.R. Johnson (541) 575-0282 
(home phone) or Prairie Wood Products, (a D.R. Johnson company) POB 340, 
Prairie City, Oregon 97869; (541)820-3351. 
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Pehuenches Reject Ralco Dam 

Access Denied by Human Chain 

by Aleta Brown 


A David and Goliath struggle is playing out in the upper reaches of Chile's 
Biobio River, where a small but determined group of indigenous Pehuenche 
people are standing up to Empresa Nacional de Electricidad (ENDESA), a huge 
Chilean utility company. On July 30, over 100 Pehuenche protesters and their 
supporters attempted to block construction of the $500 million Ralco dam by 
forming a human chain to stop work on the road to the dam site. The protest 
heated up when local police and a riot squad tried to disperse the crowd with 
tear gas. The protesters threw the canisters back at the police and four people 
were arrested. The protesters, including Cristian Opaso of the Grupo de 
Accion por el Biobio (GABB) and Augustin Correa, a Pehuenche activist, were 
charged with public disorder. 

The unrest at the dam site forced ENDESA and government officials to agree 
to meet with people affected by the development. As a result, Planning Minister 
German Quintana ordered ENDESA to stop further work at the construction site 
until the dispute was resolved. CONADI, the governmental agency responsible 
for protecting Chile's indigenous population, had earlier petitioned ENDESA to 
suspend all work in the 
area, but the utility com- 
pany refused and con- 
struction continued. In 
light of this, 30 
Pehuenche protesters 
decided to continue to 
guard the bridge lead- 
ing to the dam site. 

According to Chile's 
1993 Indigenous Law, 

ENDESA cannot begin 
construction without 
written consent from the 400 Pehuenche who would be resettled to fill the 
dam's 13 square-mile reservoir. The upper Biobio was formally declared an 
indigenous area in March 1997. The law states that indigenous land cannot be 
sold, only traded, and that the families involved must all agree to the move. 

As with many development projects, the community is divided over the 
issue. There are those who support the project, believing it will improve their 
situation, while others remain steadfastly opposed. Nine families have said 
they will never trade their land for any price. Nicolasa Quintreman, whose 
family has owned and lived on the same land for 500 years says, "The only way 
I'll leave here is dead." 

United Press International (UPI) reported on an internal memo by CONADI 
revealing that some of the families may have been coerced by ENDESA into 
signing the contracts. The UPI story alleges that ENDESA told the families 
that, because the company had already received all needed permits, they had 
no choice but to sign. A Pehuenche man who signed told CONADI represen- 
tatives, "We don't have any alternative. They are going to flood our land and 
we are not fish." 



ENDESA's only obstacles. A lawsuit against ENDESA has been filed at the Sixth 
Civil Court in Santiago. The plaintiffs claim the Environmental Impact Assess- 
ment (EIA) for the Ralco dam project should be declared null and void because 
the procedure for implementing the EIA did not comply with established 
guidelines. The lawsuit against ENDESA is also supported by three members of 
the Parliament. 

This is not the first struggle for land rights faced by the Pehuenche. The 
Pehuenches are descendants of the mounted warriors who held back Spanish 
conquest for 200 years. The river and the land are interwoven into their cultural 
beliefs. The Pehuenche read and understand the language of the river. The 
pinon pines and the valley have been at the core of their spiritual and physical 
home for centuries. 

To address the issue, fax your letters of protest to Chilean President Eduardo 
Frei at +56-2-690-4020; fax to Empresa Nacional de Electricidad (ENDESA) at 
+56-2-635-4720. For more information, contact Aleta Brown at International 
Rivers Network, Berkeley, CA; (510) 848-1155; aleta@irn.org. Also contact Juan 
Pablo Orrego or Cristian Opaso, Grupo de Accion por el Biobio (GABB), 
Santiago, Chili; +56-2-737-1420; gabb@reuna.cl. . 

Aleta Brown works closely with the Biobio campaign through the International Rivers 
Network. Her article originally appeared in the August issue bf World Rivers Review. 

Slowing Kola' s Expansion 

New Russian Reactors Targeted 

by Vladimir Slivyak 

On July 19, more than 150 activists from Eastern and Western Europe 
established a camp near the Kola nuclear plant, one of the oldest and most 
dangerous in Russia, to prevent the construction of two new reactors. The Kola 
camp in Polyarnye Zory became the largest one ever for training direct action 
activists against the nuclear industry in the former Soviet Union. For the first 
time, experienced activists as well as beginners from Russia, Moldova, Ukraine, 
Belorus, Kazakhstan, Norway, Denmark and Sweden came together to ex- 
change experiences and to hold a protest on the Kola peninsula, just above the 
polar circle. 

This new generation of reactors at Kola will be partially loaded with MOX fuel, 
a weapons grade plutonium. Anti-nuclear activists are demanding the Russian 
Nuclear Ministry to abandon this experimental project because it may lead to 
new nuclear accidents, will create more nuclear waste, threaten nuclear non- 
proliferation treaties and increase the risk of nuclear terrorism. During the Cold 
War, the nuclear industry was a sacred cow producing plutonium and telling 
fairy tales about the cheap energy from nuclear plants. After Chernobyl, it 
finally became clear that nuclear power is not only dangerous, it's the most 
expensive source of energy man ever designed. 


On the eve of a critical CONADI vote concerning the Ralco dam, 
Chilean President Eduardo Frei fired Domingo Namuncura, the 
head of CONADI. The vote concerned the legality of land swap 
contracts which ENDESA had negotiated with the Peheunche. 
Namuncura concluded that the contracts had been unfairly nego- 
tiated and that the land offered to the Pehuenche would not 
sustain their culture and lifestyle. His vote, when added to that of 
the eight indigenous people on the CONADI council, would have 
torpedoed the project. 

In his resignation letter to President Frei, Namuncura wrote, 
"CONADI’s review of the land swap contracts, in strict accordance 
with the Indigenous Law and our own regulations, found that the 
contracts could not be approved because they did not comply with 
a series of requirements regarding their conception and execution. 
The Indigenous Law demands respect for indigenous culture. Indig- 
enous lands are to be protected so that they are used appropriately 
and so that ecological balances are maintained. There is no doubt 
that the Ralco dam project will have a tremendous impact on the 
indigenous people living there." 

President Frei, a staunch supporter of the project and a hydraulic 
engineer, could not have expected the rally of support for the 
Pehuenches that followed. Marching from Santiago to Valparaiso, 
70 Mapuches (Chile's largest indigenous group) insisted that the 
country's Human Rights Commission travel to the Upper Biobio 
and assess the situation. The Communist Party of Chile has also 
pledged its support. 

Aside from displacing 600 people, the 570 megawatt Ralco dam 



Banner dropping at the dangerous plant 


Kola has had problems in the past. In 
1992, more than 500 square-meters of radio- 
active water escaped from the Kola plant, 
contaminating both the environment and 
workers. In February, 1993, the Kola plant 
nearly exploded. Strong winds destroyed 
power lines near the plant, and the plant's 
operator was unable to run the autonomous 
electricity system designed to keep the reac- 
tors working. The emergency shut down 
system failed. A plant worker later revealed, 
"We succeeded to shut [the] reactor down 
one second before the explosion." Soon af- 
ter, the Kola nuclear plant was listed as the 
most dangerous in Russia in a '95 confiden- 
tial report titled "Most Dangerous Reactors" 
compiled by the US Department of Energy. 

On July 19, when busses of activists ar- 
rived at the camp, police and nuclear plant 
guards requested a meeting. The authorities 
informed the activists that anyone who tres- 
passed would be killed. Just before the camp- 
ers came, the number of anti-terrorist guards 
at the plant doubled. Military and police 
from the Kola peninsula's cities were brought 
in to "protect" the plant. Every day the local 
authorities and Kola representatives came to 


and its reservoir will threaten at least 50 species of mammals and aquatic life the camp to tell the activists their occupation posed a threat to the plant and 


dependent on the river; increase access to logging; subject 1,400 hectares of told them to leave. The Federal Security Service (ex-KGB) sent in a special team 


denuded reservoir banks to erosion and landslides; decrease downstream flow 
during low-water periods; and seriously impact downstream aquatic life and 
irrigation practices. Chances are, ENDESA won't give up the fight easily. The 
company and its shareholders have much to gain from this project. A represen- 
tative of ENDESA told protesters, "We have until the year 2002 [the year the 


to watch the camp organizers. 

Although under heavy scrutiny, the camp organized direct actions to protest 
the construction of the second nuclear plant. Activists demanded that Russia's 
Ministry of Atomic Power shut down the old, dangerous and expensive Kola 
nuclear plant reactors, reject the plans for the construction of the new nuclear 


reservoir would fill] to solve the issue of the lands of the Pehuenche." 


The Indigenous Law and the determination of some Pehuenches are not 


continued on next page 
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Blood Bath in the Niger Delta 

Chevron-backed military guns down demonstrators 


by Ike Okonta 

Although Chevron has been oper- 
ating in Ilaje, Nigeria, since 1962, 
producing an estimated 276,000 bar- 
rels of oil each day, the people of the 
region have complained that all they 
have received in return for putting 
billions of dollars of oil revenue into 
the pockets of Chevron 
and the Nigerian govern- 
ment is a secondary school 
building, two jetties and a 
watering hole, which 
broke down soon after it 
was commissioned. 

Ilajeland is an impover- 
ished community in spite 
of its substantial oil wealth. 

The people lack such basic 
necessities as piped water, electricity, 
hospitals and schools. Infant mortal- 
ity in the area is one of the highest in 
Africa. The attempts by community 
leaders to draw the attention of the 
Nigerian government and Chevron 
officials to their plight has been met 
with indifference. 

Poverty aside, the people of 
Ilajeland, whose main support is sub- 
sistence fishing, were worried that 
Chevron's oil exploration and pro- 
duction activities are taking a terrible 
toll on the environment on which 
they rely for survival. Olarenwaju Esan 
Malumi, the community's spokesman 
says, "Our fresh water was opened to 
the ocean by numerous canals dug by 
Chevron, and now there is no fresh 
water for us to drink. Gas flaring has 
left our economic trees leafless. Our 
occupation, which is fishing, has been 
disrupted by frequent oil spillage, and 
these coupled with Chevron's seis- 
mic activities, have depleted fish life 
in our waters." 

In May after their efforts to get the 
ear of senior Chevron officials were 


exhausted, Malumi and other Ilaje 
community leaders decided to make 
one last attempt to dialogue with the 
multinational. This time they sought 
intervention by using a military ad- 
ministrator who wrote and invited 
Chevron officials to a meeting with 
the community leaders. Chevron ig- 
nored the request. The community's 


youths felt they had had enough. On 
May 25, 200 of them, drawn from all 
42 communities in Ilajeland, em- 
barked on a peaceful protest to oc- 
cupy a Chevron oil platform in 
Parabe, not far from their commu- 
nity. Bola Oyinbo, 33, leader of the 
Ilaje youths, led the peaceful action. 

A Chevron-backed naval officer di- 
rected Oyinbo to a man in charge of 
the multinational on the platform. 
Oyinbo politely told Mr. Davies that 
he wanted to speak with the manag- 
ing director of Chevron, George 
Kirkland, to directly relay to him the 
grievances of his people. Not a single 
Chevron employee on the platform 
was interfered with, nor was work 
interrupted. All Oyinbo and his col- 
leagues wanted was Chevron's CEO 
in front of them. 

After a series of consultations be- 
tween the two parties, Deji Haastrup, 
the company's community relations 
manager, arrived by helicopter on 
the following day to speak with the 
youths who were still occupying the 
platform. Oyinbo directed Haastrup 


to Ikorigho, one of the Ilaje villages 
where community leaders were wait- 
ing. On May 27, Haastrup went to 
Ikorigho, and the leaders gave him a 
list of their demands. They wanted a 
restoration of their environment, which 
after three decades of oil exploitation 
had been devastated. They asked for 
the construction of an embankment 
since the 

company's inces- 
sant canal con- 
struction had al- 
tered the hydro- 
logical balance of 
the area. They also 
asked for social 
amenities which 
they said were due 
after providing 
Chevron with billions of dollars worth 
of oil. Finally, they demanded com- 
pensation for economic trees, land 
and fishing streams polluted by the 
company. During the meeting, 
Haastrup claimed he did not have the 
authority to enter into any agree- 
ment with community leaders and 
that he would return two days later 
after consulting with his supe- 
riors at Chevron's headquarters 
in Lagos, the country's capital. 

Bola Oyinbo and the other 
youths who were still waiting 
at the Chevron oil platform in 
Parabe had high hopes when 
the news of the meeting be- 
tween Haastrup and their lead- 
ers reached them in the evening 
of the 27th. But Haastrup and 
his superiors had altogether a 
different thing in mind. 

During the morning of May 
28, the youths on the platform 
woke up to the deafening noise 
of helicopters overhead. 
Oyinbo described what later 
happened. "As the helicopters 
landed one after the other discharg- 
ing soldiers, what we heard was gun- 
shot and fire. In fact they started 
shooting commando style at us even 
before they landed. They shot every- 
where. Arulika and Jolly fell. They 
died instantly. Larry who was near 
Jolly rushed to his aid, wanting to 
pick him up. He was also shot at. 
More soldiers came and more shoot- 
ing followed. Some of my colleagues 
jumped overboard into the Atlantic. 
Others ran into the platform. There 
was pandemonium. They shot tear 
gas at us. White men flew the heli- 
copters." 

Shooting blanks and real bullets, 
the gunfire went on for over an hour. 
After the smoke cleared, the surviv- 
ing Ilaje youths counted their dead 
and wounded. Arulika Irowainu and 
Jola Ogungbeje had been shot 
through the head. They died instantly 
and the soldiers grabbed the corpses 
and threw them into their helicopter 
in an attempt to conceal the evi- 
dence. At least 30 of the youths re- 
ceived gun shot wounds in the stom- 
ach, legs and arms. Several who 
plunged into the sea to get away from 
the bullets nearly drowned. 

Bola Oyinbo and ten others were 
taken into custody because Chevron 
officials lodged a false charge claim- 
ing the protesters were pirates who 


had taken over the oil platform by 
force. The youths were detained on a 
charge of piracy and kept in dehu- 
manizing conditions in a military cell 
for 26 days. They were released on 
June 26, following pressure mounted 
by several human rights and environ- 
mental organizations in Nigeria. 

Unfortunately, situations like these 
are often silenced. Chevron's public 
relations machinery in Nigeria is awe- 
somely efficient. While Shell and 
Mobil take all the blame for environ- 
mental devastation in the Niger Delta, 
Chevron manages to project the im- 
age of a caring and environmentally 
responsible company. This is a result 
of an astute manipulation of the me- 
dia and the construction of "environ- 
mentally friendly" edifices like the 
Nigerian Conservation Foundation 
Center in Lekki, a suburb of Lagos, 
But the reality in such devastated 
areas as Ilajeland is a far cry from the 
picturesque environmental paradise 
of Lekki. Bola Oyinbo who is still 
recuperating from wounds he sus- 
tained says, "Chevron has been wag- 
ing a war on our land and forests and 


water for several years. Go to Awoye 
community (a district of Ilajeland) 
and see what they have done. Every- 
thing is dead — mangroves, tropical 
forests, fish, fresh-water streams, even 
our wildlife." 

The people of Ilaje, long suppressed 
and expropriated, have embarked on 
the path of peaceful protest and are 
demanding a new political and eco- 
nomic arrangement in Nigeria that 
will guarantee the sustainable devel- 
opment of their natural resources, 
the protection of their ecosystem and 
the empowerment of local people so 
that they will be able to shape their 
lives and determine their future. 

Following the death of the military 
dictator General Sani Abacha in June 
1998, there were hopes that his suc- 
cessor, General Abdulsalaam 
Abubakar would adopt a more concil- 
iatory approach and address the long 
standing social and environmental 
problems of the oil producing com- 
munities of the Niger Delta. This, 
however, has not happened. As the 
Parabe massacre has shown, the Ni- 
gerian military junta and the western 
oil companies are still in the business 
of killing the local people, stealing 
their oil and leaving environmental 
carnage in their wake. 

Ike Okonta works with Environmental 
Rights Action/Friends of the Earth, Nigeria. 
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Targeting Kola's New Reactors... 

continued from previous page 

reactors, and design and implement a regional program for the develop- 
ment of renewable energy sources. 

During the early morning hours of July 29, groups of campers left using 
mountain roads in order to avoid detection by police. A few hours later, 30 
activists met near the nuclear plant's administration building and hung a 
150 foot-long banner stating "Nuclear Plant is Silent Death" from the roof 
of the building. Another group hung a smaller "Kola NPP-2 Shut Down" 
banner on doors of the same building to block its entrance. 

Shortly after the action, the Kola nuclear plant press secretary physi- 
cally attacked one of the activists. Anti-terrorist guards from the Kola 
plant arrived and promised all the activists would be beaten-up later in 
the camp. Such threats sounded more dangerous after activists got a copy 
of a letter sent to Rostov nuclear power plant by the Kola officials last year. 
In the letter, Kola expressed support of 500 nuclear workers, who 
violently attacked 13 environmentalists in the summer of 1997 at the 
Rostov action camp. 

One result of this protest was that the State Committee on the Environ- 
ment began developing a program in renewable energy on the Kola 
peninsula. A scientific report conducted by Russian and Norwegian 
researchers in 1997 concluded that, if only 10 percent of the available 
wind energy was harnessed on the Kola peninsula, it could replace 
nuclear power in the region. 

Efforts are needed to force Kola nuclear plant to become a thing of the 
past that will not threaten the future generations anymore. Anti-nuclear 
campaigners are striving to reach this goal. If you want to support efforts 
towards a nuclear-free future or for more information contact 
ECODEFENSE! at POB 1477, 236000 Kaliningrad, Russia; 7-0112-437286 
(ph./fax); ecodefense@ecodef.koenig.su or contact X-USSR Antinuclear 
Campaign of Socio-Ecological Union at POB 211, 121019 Moscow, 
Russia; ecodefense@glasnet.ru; http://cci.glasnet.ru/antinuclear.html. 


“.. .what we heard was gunshot and fire. 
In fact, they started shooting commando 
style at us even before they landed. 
They shot everywhere. Arulika and Jolly 
fell. . . White men flew the helicopters. ” 





Oj ¥ eervs I b/it e 

1 , 2 , 3 , 4 ... 

"What do the people need government for!?!" 

5, 6, 7, 8. .."Let's work together to smash the state!" 

Rallying cries like this often emanate from congregations of 
wilderness defenders disillusioned with the political process and fed up 
with reformist strategies. 

No doubt there are innumerable reasons not to trust politicians in our society. 
But the reality is, until the revolution, political office holders in the US will 
continue to acquire (purchase) an institutionalized power and authority which 
allows them to make decisions that affect the entire planet. Someone is going 
to be the president, governor, mayor, etc.... whether we like it or not. 

So what's an eco-anarchist to do? 


Folks in the Green Party think they have something 
resembling a solution. Blair Bobier, Pacific Party candidate 
for governor in Oregon, expressed a common Green senti- 
ment at a recent press conference, "I got tired of petitioning 
politicians to try to make them listen to our point of view 
and take actions that were in keeping with environmentalist's 
ideals, so I decided to try to take the reigns myself." 

The Bobier campaign arranged for Lighthawk, a pilots 
association dedicated to wilderness preservation, to take me- 
dia on flyovers of federally managed lands in Oregon. As we flew, Margaret our 
pilot explained the facts of forest ecology and the disastrous effects that the current 
administration's resource extraction policies are having on the land between the 
Coast Range and the Pacific ocean, her bioregion. 

Bobier and his supporters are obviously committed to protecting Oregon's 
wilderness and honestly believe if the six Pacific Party candidates running for 
office in the state are elected, it would help. 

But can the state really be used to promote the ideals of Earth first? 

While the Greens' Ten Key Values do offer inspiring and idealistic words to 
live by, politics as usual necessarily means compromise and absolute power 
corrupts absolutely. So why get involved at all? You be the judge. 


BY TK & KB 


A few of the over 100 Green Party candidates 
running in the '98 elections were asked to 
present their position. The following an- 
swers were received... 

Editor's note: Publication of this article in no way consti- 
tutes a political endorsement by the EF! Journal — duh. 

Dan Hamburg, Green Party candidate for 
governor of California. 

Educator, graduate of Stanford and the Califor- 
nia Institute for Integral Studies; represented 
California in US congress in early '90s; author of 
Headwaters Forest Act. 

Do you believe in Earth first? Yes. We realize our 
own humanity in protecting Mother Earth. 

What do you love the most about your biore- 
gion and if elected, how would you protect that? 
I'm fortunate to live on the North Coast [of Califor- 
nia] where natural beauty still remains. However, 
our environment has been seriously compromised 
in the 150 years of the white man. Our air, our 
forests, our rivers are all threatened to varying 
degrees. We face mass species extinction. As gover- 
nor, I would use all my powers to change the 
relationship between human beings and the natu- 
ral environment of California. Our children to the 
seventh generation deserve no less. 

Michael Donnelly, Green Party candidate for 
US Congress from Oregon. 

Long-time political activist, radical environ- 
mentalist, plaintiff in the famous North Roaring 
Devil lawsuit, relentless Forest Service watchdog 
and wilderness advocate. 

Do you believe in Earth first? Yes. And I believe 
in Earth First! As a philosophy, considering the 
Earth first when making decisions personal and 
political is just common sense. EF! has consistently 
provided good analysis of the problems of corpo- 
rate control — of the Earth, of the political structure, 
of our very lives — and has been instrumental in 
bringing attention to the short-sighted greed be- 
hind the assaults on the wild life-support system. 

What do you love the most about your biore- 
gion and if elected, how would you protect that? 
The quality of life is what I love most about my 
home bioregion. That translates into a life in tune 
with beautiful forested mountains with clear run- 
ning rivers inhabited by abundant species, with a 
relatively unspoiled ocean coast. We're ruled by 
corporations. The political parties are owned by 
corporations and the people know it. Less than one 
out of six eligible voters bothered to vote in the last 
primary. Most people are busy trying to assure that 
the corporations harm them as little as possible. 
They have little time for politics as usual. The entire 
concept of the commons is lost. The Pacific Party 
provides a place for those folks to exercise their 
rights and have a voice. 

Julie Jacobson, Green Party candidate for 
Hawaii County Council, District Six. 
Teacher, counselor, nurse, supporter of legisla- 
tion to end sonic testing by US Navy, 
forest defender and anti-development/anti- 
nuclear campaigner. 
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Do you believe in Earth first? Yes! There is no 
choice but to believe in our Mother Earth first. This 
is where I live and this is where I die. 

What do you love the most about your biore- 
gion and if elected, how would you protect that? 
I live in the rainforest, off the grid and intend on 
preserving my native acreage whether I am elected 
or not. I guess I love the forest the most. I know 
many people feel the system we now have must 
crumble under the weight of its own evil. Sad -v 
to say, I fear if this outlook is allowed to rule, 
there will be very little left to save at the end 
of the day. I am running for office because I ** 
want to preserve what little we have left of our 
world for those who come after us. I plan on 
enacting legislation that would make it too 
costly to ruin pristine areas and would en- 
courage the repair of lands that have suffered 
the depredations of-profiteering developers. 

Sondra Field-Grace, Green Party candi- 
date for mayor, Kaua'i County, Hawaii. 

Scholar of Native Hawaiian culture and 
Native environmental activist. 

Do you believe in Earth first? Very 
much so. Here in Hawaii we call it aloha 
'aina. It is a fundamental philosophy of 
our island people and stems from an- 
cient Hawaiian beliefs. In our cre- 
ation chant, the Kumu Lipo, it is dear 
that the Earth comes first. We have a 
familial relationship with the Earth and 
a responsibility to care for one another. 

What do you love the most about your 
bioregion and if elected, how would you 
protect that? Our Hawaiian Islands and our 
people have a long history and philosophy of 
living as one with the Earth. Through colo- 
nialism and forced assimilation, we are be- 
coming generic Americans. My goal is to re- 
verse this trend and to restore the Hawaiian 
foundation where we will become self-suffi- 
cient and self-sustaining and be as one again. 
Mahalo nui loa (thank you very much) for your 
hard work and dedication. 


Ken Pentel, Green Party candidate for 
governor of Minnesota. 

Former Greenpeace staffer, community 
organizer, Prairie Island Coalition member. 

Do you believe in Earth first? I believe Earth 
first is the conscience of the nation and the planet.., 
I believe nonviolent direct action is a vital strategy 
to challenge injustice. Many of the freedoms we 
have today are due to dissent. Earth Firstl's educa- 
tion, mobilization, and action makes for a healthier 
planet and democracy. 

What do you love the most about your 
bioregion, and if elected, how would you 
protect that? I live in one of the most ecologi- 
cally vital regions on the continent. The Missis- 
sippi River, the Great Lakes, and the Hudson 
Bay basins all start in Minnesota. Our respon- 
sibility to the fresh water is critical. We have 
three nuclear reactors, many coal ( 
power plants, a huge oil refinery, big A ft 


feedlots, massive amounts of fertilizers, persistent 
toxic pollutants, and levies, all choking and con- 
taminating the Mississippi River alone. I am run- 
ning to protect the fresh water as one of many 
campaign goals. 


The Greens' Ten Key Values 

1. Grassroots Democracy 

2. S OCIAL J USTICE AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 

3. Ecological Wisdom 

4. Non-Violence 

5. Decentralization 

6. Community-Based Economics and 
Economic J ustice 

7. F EMINISM AND GENDER EQUITY 

8. Respect for Diversity 

9. Personal and Global Responsibility 

10. F UTURE FOCUS AND SUSTAINABILITY. 
From the Green Platform homepage 
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'98 Elections 
Green Party Facts 

• Green Party candidates are on the 
ballot in 22 states: Alaska, California, 
Colorado, District of Columbia, Geor- 
gia, Hawaii, Illinois, Maine, Massachu- 
setts, Michigan, Minnesota, New Jersey, 
New Mexico, New York, Ohio, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Virginia, 
Wisconsin and Wyoming. 

• California has the most Green Party 
candidates (24); New York has (16); 

New Mexico (14); Wyoming (8); Ha- 
waii and Oregon (6); New Jersey (5); 
Maine, Alaska and Georgia (4). The 
rest have 3 or fewer candidates. 

• Of the 110 Green Party candidates 
for political office, 76 are male and 34 
are female. 


• There are Green Party candidates run- 
ning for governor in Alaska, California, 
Maine, Minnesota, New York and Oregon. 
* The Green Party candidate for governor 
of New York is former actor A1 Lewis, aka, 
"Grandpa Munster" (seriously) who re- 
’ ceived a Ph.D. in Child Psychology from 
Columbia University in 1941. Grandpa in- 
sists he has been politically active for nearly 
all of his 88 years and that he was just acting 
batty. His campaign did not respond to re- 
quests for an interview and a cool picture of him 
in his vampire costume for this story. 

•Offshoots of the Green Party include the 
Pacific Party, the Green-Labor Party and the 
Green Choice Party, to name a few. 

(Source: Feinstein and Krompak's 
Green Parties of North America homepage) 



CALIFORNIA FUNDS 
HEADWATERS DEAL 


by Hugh Morose 

In the waning moments of this year's 
legislative session, California lawmak- 
ers approved funding for the Clinton/ 
Feinstein/Hurwitz deal to purchase 
part of Headwaters forest. 

Grassroots environmentalists did 
their best to kill funding for the deal, 
which puts thousands of acres of an- 
cient forest on the chopping block 
and could place California's vanish- 
ing salmon in even greater peril. How- 
ever, ten hours of furious negotiations 
between lawmakers, the governor and 
Maxxam produced a bill that sailed 
through the Senate and passed the 
Assembly by the narrowest possible 
margin. When the dust settled, it be- 
came clear that deal-cutting Demo- 
crats and the mainstream enviros who 


gave them green cover had been rolled 
once again by the Maxxam machine. 

Legislators initially sought improve- 
ments to Maxxam/ Pacific Lumber's 
Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) as a 
condition for appropriating the state's 
$130 million share of the Headwaters 
deal. In a tremendously blatant dis- 
play of the influence of cold cash 
over the legislative process, they in- 
stead settled for throwing even more 
cash at Charles Hurwitz. 

The final legislation appropriated 
an additional $100 million for acqui- 
sition of two more ancient redwood 
groves, including Owl; Creek Grove, 
which could have been sacrificed un- 
der the HCP. However, the Legislature 
offered to pay Hurwitz the value of the 
grove as if all of the trees could be 
logged, Which would be illegal under 


current law. This represents a frighten- 
ing capitulation to wise-use "takings" 
threats that could haunt the preserva- 
tion movement for years to come. Leg- 
islators also settled for very minor 
changes to the HCP and then allowed 
the Wilson administration to insert 
language that could render even these 
little adjustments — and quite possibly 
the entire HCP — unenforceable. 

Ultimately, the bill passed because a 
few Democrats and their staffers just 
couldn't resist being part of the "Last 
Big Redwood Deal," no matter how 
slimy or sloppy it turned out to be. The 
grassroots movement that brought this 
issue to national attention, however, 
knows that the controversy is not over. 
We'll continue to fight for the recov- 
ery of the redwood ecosystem and its 
threatened creatures. 




Locked down with the stump in place and sawdust everywhere; little 
did these courageous women know what would befall them in Rep. 
Frank Riggs' headquarters shortly after this photo was taken. 


by Dixie Cup and Q-tip 

The nine Headwaters forest activists 
who were pepper sprayed last year 
while engaged in nonviolent direct 
actions have had their day in court. 
After two weeks of trial and five hours 
of deliberation, the San Francisco jury 
announced on August 25 that it was 
hopelessly deadlocked. Four jurors 
were in favor of the pepper-sprayed 
plaintiffs; four were in support of the 
defendants, the Humboldt County 
Sheriff and the Eureka Police Depart- 
ment. Federal District Judge Vaughn 
Walker dismissed the jury of eight and 
declared a mistrial, setting a new trial 
date for November 16. 

Testimony during the trial under- 
scored how significant this case is. 
Ollie Sansen, a police trainer in Contra 
Costa, California, testified about a 
new report from Peace Officers Stan- 
dards and Training (POST) that out- 
lines ways of dealing with "active 
resisters." In a chillingly Orwellian 
manipulation of language, a glossary 
of terms in the report defines passive 
resistance as an oxymoron. The re- 
port goes on to suggest ways of di- 
rectly applying chemical agents to 
"active resisters," those who go limp, 
lock down, etc... On Sansen's cross 
examination, it came out that two 
Eureka Police Department members 
were on the committee that drafted 
the report a couple of weeks after the 
occupation of congressman Riggs' Eu- 
reka office and directly after the civil 
rights suit was filed. 

This unprecedented application of 
pepper spray, with doused Q-tips, 
forced into the eyes of the activists, 
was the result of a policy implemented 
by Humboldt County Sheriffs in the 
Fall of '97. Purportedly, the legality of 
this policy was researched by Chief 
Deputy Gary Philp, yet Philp couldn't 
explain why he or Sheriff Lewis did 
not document any of this research. 


Philp testified that 
he, at Sheriff Lewis' 
request, consulted 
the county district 
attorney, the county 
counsel »n.d the 

county risk man- 
ager. Philp said these 
conversations sup- 
ported pepper spray 
being swabbed into 
the corners of the 
eyes. However, risk 
manager Kim Kerr 
testified that she was 
told by Philp the 
policy would only 
involve a swab on 
the cheek. Addition- 
ally, the policy he 
discussed never in- 
cluded repeated 
swabbing to the eye- 
lids, or a direct spray at point-blank 
range, as shown in the police videos. 

The plaintiffs admitted into evidence 
a still photograph from the video taken 
of the protest at Congressman Riggs's 
Eureka office. In the photograph one 
sees that, contrary to deputies' claims 
that no one's eyes were opened, the 
protester's eyeball is exposed to the Q- 
tip soaked in pepper spray. Deputy 
Kirkpatrick, the officer who sprayed 
and swabbed the activists in all three 
incidents, claimed that the still photo 
depicted not a pupil, but the shadow 
of the Q-tip. He attempted to ex- 
plain away the white of the eye as 
"glare." The tape also shows mul- 
tiple swipes on each eye with the 
swab. Kirkpatrick claimed here that 
he held the Q-tip stationary while 
the protester moved her head. 

After being dismissed, the jurors 
conversed with both parties of the suit 
as well as with the media about points 
of the case. Jury fore person Pat 
Schimke spoke in favor of the plain- 
tiffs and said she felt the use of the 


chemical on non-combative, nonvio- 
lent protesters was excessive. "The of- 
ficers had other options. They could've 
ground them out, which they've been 
doing for years in Humboldt County 
without injuring anybody." 

When pressed by reporters, Schimke 
revealed that at the center of the 
deadlock was one juror in particular 
who "wouldn't have changed his 
mind if a bomb went off in his lap." 
He also stated that if the protesters 
trespassed on his property, he would 
have gotten his gun. 

Determined to protect the civil rights 
of future nonviolent protesters, plain- 
tiff activists and their lawyers have 
vowed to continue the fight to the 
next trial. "This lawsuit is our chance 
to say to Humboldt County law en- 
forcement and to law enforcement 
across the country, you cannot pun- 
ish us for our beliefs, you cannot abuse 
our constitutional rights, you cannot 
torture us," said plaintiff Noel Tendick. 
"It is our chance to do our part to 
make sure this never happens again." 


Tt mfline^ 


Hanging Out for Forests 

On August 16, Rainforest Relief 
staged a demonstration on the Co- 
ney Island boardwalk by hanging a 
125-foot-long banner from the 
former Parachute Jump site. They 
were protesting the use of tropical 
rainforest wood by the New York 
City Department of Parks and Recre- 
ation, which is responsible for main- 
taining the boardwalk. Ipe, the type 
of wood being used for the board- 
walk, comes from the Brazilian Ama- 
zon rainforest. After five hours of 
demonstrating, five protesters were 
met by police climbers, taken down 
and later arrested on felony charges 

Stealing Home 

The Stealing-Home Coalition 
launched a nationwide campaign on 
August 26 to bring Home Depot into 
compliance withitsown environmen- 
tal principles. Six activists locked them- 
selves to shelving and doors made of 
old-growth rainforest woods with bi- 
cycle U-locks at the Rohnert Park, 
California, store. Others offered "rain- 
forest tours," guiding customers to 
the old-growth rainforest products sold 
by the company; including mahogany 
ripped from the heart of the Brazilian 
Amazon; plywood and doors made 
from Indonesian lauan; old growth 
believed tp cbme from Headwaters 
forest; and dowels and garden tools 
made of Borneo's endangered ramln. 

"The Home Depot paints itself as 
being eco-friendly, but only the trees 
are falling for that," said David 
Wolfberg. The protest comes on the 
heels of months of corporate stone- 
walling and a violation of the Home 
Depot's commitment to discontinue 
selling old-growth redwood. 

Jumpin' Jiminy Cricket 

New York's Mayor Rudolph Giuliani 
has seen many protests— -but perhaps 
never one so large in number and so 
small in girth. On July 27, protesters 
released 1 0,000 crickets at police head- 
quarters in lower Manhattan to pro- 
test the city's auction of several com- 
munity garden lots and a building 
that houses a Hispanic cultural center 
on Manhattan's Lower East Side. The 
result was bedlam. "People were 
screaming and standing on chairs," 
said Elsa Rensaa, an artist who was 
there. "It was madness." 

The crickets were the work of Lower 
East Side advocates calling them- 
selves "Jiminy Cricket." Wendy 
Madison, a spokeswoman for the 
group said, "We wanted something 
more symbolic than a stink bomb." 

■ ■ >■> a* - 

Over-Reaction at Seabrook 

Revolution and police brutality 
was not on most people's minds the 
evening of June 27 when 60 
Nor'eastah EFiers, Forces of Nature 
and other activists marched to the 
Seabrook nuclear reactor in New 
Hampshire to commemorate the 
largest anti-nuclear rally in the US, 
which took place there 20 years ago. 
When the ladder-toting, fence- 
vaulting peace brigade arrived, the 
Seabrook police swung open the 
gates of the reactor and swept the 
crowd, indiscriminately arresting 
people. Two activists who sat down 
in front of a police van transport- 
ing 11 arrestees were brutally as- 
saulted and pepper-sprayed. A third 
person was pulled from the shout- 
ing crowd, beaten to the ground 
and sprayed. Two people were 
briefly hospitalized. All 14 were is- 
sued citations and released. 


September-October 1998 Earth First! Page IS 



/ Couldn’t See Being Silenced... 


EF!J: How did you end up in prison Bob? 

Bob: Well, back in 1996 I got involved in the civil 
disobedience campaign at Enola Hill, which is in 
the Mt. Hood National Forest. It's a sacred site to 
several Native American tribes. A vision quest site, 
a site where they gathered medicinal plants, held 
ceremony. I was arrested multiple times there. Appar- 
ently, the federal government decided that those of us 
that got arrested more than one time were somehow 
ring leaders or career troublemakers. Those were the 
words they used to describe me. They decided to bring 
charges against me in federal court. They were looking 
to hobble us for a bit of time with a year of probation 
and large fines... to drive a point home that would 
cause people to not do things like this anymore. 

EF!J: So, what happened? 


considered radical. Leslie, with the Earth First! Jour- 
nal. Mick for Cascadia Forest Defenders. They said 
that because I worked for Greenpeace, it was obvi- 
ous that I was a radical and a career troublemaker. 
They also said in court that I was an admitted 
member of Earth First! 

EF.'J: They offered you a deal in court, didn't they? 

Bob: Yeah, basically I could've taken 200 hours of 
community service for the government, a $1,000 
fine and a year of probation. They wanted to stop 
me from doing direct action. Originally, they wanted 
me to be doing community service for the Forest 
Service. I couldn't agree to that. They wanted $ 1,000 
which is a huge amount of money for an activist, 
and I couldn't see giving money to the same people 
who had caused the destruction of Enola Hill. I 


An Interview with Bob Lawrence From Prison 


by John Bowling 

Those who know Bob Lawrence, know him for 
his tireless dedication to direct action. Since the 
late 80s, he has organized with Earth First!, Green- 
peace and Rainforest Action Network up and down 
the west coast. He has spent that time tackling 
factory trawling and log export ships, sticking up 
for endangered species, resisting nuclearism, defend- 
ingCascadia's wild forests, critically massing against 
car culture, monkeying around with greenwashers at 
Earth Day events and generally being just about as 
big a pain possible in the ass of corporate America 
and the Forest Service. Recently, Bob called me from 


Lompoc Penitentiary and we shared this conversa- 
tion on noncooperation and prison life. 

I am happy to report that Bob was released on 
September, 4, after serving his six-month prison 
term. He is back on the frontlines now, more 
energized than ever to defend the Earth. While 
looking forward to shedding a few pounds giving 
the Freddies the run around, the high cost of his 
trial has left Bob broke and he is working his way 
out of debt. Please send donations to Bob Lawrence 
at3430SEBelmontSt., #101, Portland, OR 97214. 
His attorney is reachable at (503) 234-2694. 


Bob: Well, the two charges that got me here in 
federal prison were two charges of trespassing and 
one of blocking a federal road. The first trespassing 
charge came from an action where myself and 40 
other people walked up into the sale unit... and did 
a classic sit-in type civil disobedience action where 
we went and sat down underneath the trees that 
they were planning to fell. Because of safety reasons, 
they weren't able to cut the trees. We pretty much 
shut down logging for the whole day. 

EFIJ: They weren't using pain compliance holds 
and pepper spray on people? They were physically 
hauling them out on stretchers? 

Bob: Yeah, some of us were dumped face-first in 
the mud. But, as far as pain compliance holds, the 
only person I knew who got one was myself... I was 
also arrested for Kryptoniting myself to the rear axle 
of a log truck. There were two of us who locked 
ourselves down to that truck that day. I spent about 
two days in the county jail after they finally got us 
cut off. The county didn't bring charges in county 
court because the federal government apparently 
wanted them to hold off from doing that so they 
could bring charges against us in federal court. So, 
that was what ended up getting me in here. 

EFIJ: That was your third arrest, the log truck? 

Bob: Yeah, I had three arrests but I beat... the one 
where I locked myself to the gate leading up to the 
main logging site with a lockbox the first day they 
tried to log it. They tried to use a cop to testify 
against me who wasn't actually there that day. On 
a misdemeanor it has to be an eye witness. 

EF!J: You were clumped together with other activ- 
ists who were recognized by the court as repeat 
offenders for these two actions. 

Bob: Yeah, that would be Heather Vergottis, Molly 
Fagan, Leslie Hemstreet, Mark Lippe — whose charges 
were dropped, Mick Garvin and me. 

EFIJ: Were these people involved in the same 
actions, or different actions and just lumped to- 
gether in court for multiple arrests at Enola? 

Bob: They basically went easy on Molly and 
Heather right from the beginning in court. They 
said that they were young and mislead — that they 
just got caught up in the passion of the events or 
whatever. They tried to hang Leslie and Mick and I 
as the career troublemakers, repeat offenders. We 
worked or were involved with groups that were 
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couldn't see being silenced by probation. It was a 
violation of my constitutional right of free speech, 
and I feel that one of the most important things in 
civil disobedience is noncooperation. Cooperating 
with the government in accepting probation or 
paying fines is going against my principles. I felt 
it was time to start making a strong example for 
other people in the movement, not just to cow 
under from the pressure of the government. I 



thought that the best way to continue 
noncooperating was to go to prison. 

I've been following really closely over the past 
couple of years the activities of the Plowshares 
activists and the Catholic peace movement. The 
Plowshares activists always refused to pay fines or 
accept probation, to become involved in that sys- 
tem at all in any way, because that system is corrupt 
and it's wrong. So, they always end up going to 
prison for what they do. They feel it is another way 
of bearing witness. You can't ask anybody to do 
something you haven't done yourself. So, I felt it 
was in the best interest for the movement, and for 
myself, to take my time and come to prison. 

EFIJ: So, what is prison life like Bob? 

Bob: Well, I'm in a prison work camp and what 
the prison here is about is slave labor. It's pretty 
boring. In federal prison they make everybody work, 


regardless of what prison you're in. I'm working on 
the prison farm. We grow corn and beans there. 

EFIJ: Aren't you the lead chainsaw repairman? 

Bob: Yeah, they had me working on chainsaws and 
heavy equipment when I first got here, but the last 
couple of months they've had me operating heavy 
equipment, planting the crops. They haven't had me 
back working on chainsaws in quite a while now. I 
sort of had the feeling that they read my sentencing 
report and found out what I was in for. Lately, they 
don't even ask me to go near the chainsaws. 

EFIJ: Are you treated differently as a political 
prisoner? 

Bob: Yes, definitely. My mail seems to be more 
closely monitored than other prisoners'. When I 
first came here, I was warned very specifically not 
to involve myself in any kind of activities that were 
stirring up problems, like encouraging people to 
strike, petition gathering, helping people with com- 
plaints with the administration. I was told should 
that happen, I would be very harshly punished and 
possibly have additional charges brought against 
me. On the reverse side, the inmates are treating 
me especially well. 

There are a lot of people in prison who are known 
snitches. Coming in as a political prisoner sort of 
gives you a little bit different status of respect with 
people because they know you're not someone who 
sold out their crime partners to end up getting a 
better sentencing situation. So, I've been treated 
really well. The only thing significantly different is 
that whereas other people's mail comes within 
about a week of the postmark, mine takes about a 
month. I got a couple of pieces of mail where they'd 
circled numbers, key paragraphs, phrases or whatever. 

EFIJ: Really? 

Bob: I don't know what they're doin' with that, but 
I'm not too concerned. I've also had problems with 
my visitors. They won't let one of my personal 
friends who has a misdemeanor visit me. . .They aren't 
supposed to deny anyone from the visitors' list 
unless they have a felony. This person has a misde- 
meanor for being involved in a protest for Headwa- 
ters a few years back, and they've pretty much stopped 
me from having a visit from one of my best friends. 

EFIJ: Do you have any suggestions for anyone 
facing jail time right now 
for their activism or any 
suggestions for ways to cope 
with being in jail? 

Bob: Well, there is a good 
quote by Gandhi. It says, 
"Open wide the prison gates, 
you must enter just as a bride 
groom enters the bridal 
chambers. Peace, justice and 
freedom are to be won only 
inside prison walls, some- 
times on gallows, never in 
council chambers, courts or 
in the school room." So, I 
hope that people act in the 
spirit of Gandhi, in the spirit 
of noncooperation. I hope 
people start to review pay- 
ing their fines and accept- 
ing probation and start 
flooding prisons. I think it is important that if we are 
to be a resistance movement that we resist. 

I have to say that it's just not that bad. The time 
goes fairly quick. If you do it for the right reasons, you 
don't feel bad about yourself ever. I'd have felt really 
bad about myself if I'd been on probation. I didn't sell 
out at all. If there is something I can say to people, it's 
that there's nothing to be scared of in prison. On my 
way here, I went through four different institu- 
tions — two federal institutions which are much higher 
security level than the camp here... I was celled up 
with bank robbers and serious drug dealers, people 
like that. If you keep your head high and are a strong 
individual, nobody'll mess with you. People portray 
it as a lot worse than it really is. I've been in jail eight, 
nine times, and I've never really had a bad experi- 
ence. It's all what you make of it. Take the time to 
read, meditate and study and you'll do just fine. 


Led off to jail by the Man at Enola Hill in '96 




The Problem: 

Today is the most critical moment in the 
three-and-a-half-billion year nistory of life on 
Earth. Never before — since the end of the Creta- 
ceous period, 65-million years ago — has there 
been a period of extinction as intense as we are 
now witnessing. 

Over the last several hundred years, industrial 
civilization has declared war on nature, leading to 
a drastic reduction in the biological diversity of this 
planet. Some respected ecologists assert that the 
only large mammals to survive the near future will 
be those we humans choose to allow to live. 

Other prominent biologists, aghast at the whole- 
sale devastation of tropical rainforests and temper- 
ate old-growth forests, rapidly accelerating 
desertification, and eradication of countless life 
forms due to habitat destruction and poaching, 
say that Earth could lose one quarter to one third 
of all species within a very few years. 

Not only is the blitzkrieg against the natural 
world destroying ecosystems and their associated 
species, but our activities are now beginning to have 
fundamental, systemic effects upon the entire life- 
support system of the planet — upsetting the world's 
climate, poisoning the oceans, destroying the ozone 
layer and spreading acid rain, radioactive fallout, 
pesticides and industrial contamination through- 
out the biosphere. 



The time has come to end industrial clearcutting 


Indeed, some biologists have warned that vertebrate evolution may a marvelously living, diverse oasis in the blackness of space, or will the charismatic 


be at an end due to the activities of industrialization. 


megafauna of the future consist of Norway rats and cockroaches. 


Clearly, the conservation battle is not one of merely protecting outdoor 
recreation opportunities; neither is it a matter of elitist aesthetics, nor "wise 
management and use" of natural resources. It is a battle for life itself, for the 
continuous flow of evolution. 

We — this generation — are at humanity's most important juncture since we 
came out of the trees six million years ago. It is our decision, ours today, 
whether to hold renegade corporations and lawless governments account- 
able for the destruction of the natural world or turn our backs on mother 
earth and her defenseless life forms. Will we allow Earth to continue to be 



The victorious Warner Creek blockade, complete with moat, drawbridge and tower 


Why Earth First! 


Are you tired of mamby-pamby envi- 
ronmental groups? Are you sick of over- 
paid corporate environmentalists who 
suck up to bureaucrats and industry? 
Have you become dis-empowered by the 
reductionist approach of environmental 
professionals and scientists? 

If you answered yes to any of these 
questions, then Earth First! is for you! 
Earth First! is effective. Our frontline, 
direct action approach to protecting 
wildlands gets results. We have suc- 
ceeded in cases where other environ- 
mental groups had given up and have 
drawn public attention to the crises 
facing the natural world. 

Earth First! was founded in 1979 in 
response to a lethargic, compromising 
and increasingly corporate environmen- 
tal community. Earth First! takes a decid- 
edly different tack towards environmen- 
tal issues. We believe in using all the 
tools in the tool box, ranging from grass- 


roots organizing and involvement in the 
legal process to civil disobedience and 
monkeywrenching. 

Earth First! is different from other en- 
vironmental groups. Here are some 
things to keep in mind about Earth First! 
and some suggestions for being an active 
and effective Earth Firstler: 

First of all, Earth First! is not an organi- 
zation, but a movement. There are no 
"members" of Earth First!, only Earth 
Firstlers. Earth Firstlers are bound to- 
gether by a belief in biocentrism, that 
life — the Earth — comes first, and a prac- 
tice of putting our beliefs into action. 

While there is broad diversity within 
Earth First! — from animal rights vegans to 
wilderness hunting guides, from monkey- 
wrenchers to civil-disobedience acrobats, 
from whiskey-drinking backwoods riffraff 
to thoughtful philosophers, from misan- 
thropes to humanists — there is agreement 
on one thing, the need for action! 


No Compromise in Defense of Mother Earth 





Earth First 1 is an international movement com- 
posed of sir ill, bioregionally-based groups. Earth 
Firstlers (EFlers) take it upon themselves to be- 
come intimately familiar with the ecology of the 
area they are defending and the most immediate 
and serious threats to it. We apply "direct pres- 
sure" to stop the bleeding, with a potent combi- 
nation of education, organizing and creative di- 
rect action. Many EFlers experience both the joy 
of the wild and the anguish of losing it so acutely 
that they feel isolated and alone before coming 
together as a group. Nothing is more empowering 
or more fulfilling than standing defiant in cre- 
ative consort with other like-hearted people. Dare 
to love that much! 

Earth First! has survived attacks by moderates, 
would-be leaders and the agents of the system, 
while remaining the most diverse, passionate, com- 
mitted and uncompromising group of environ- 
mental activists. Our direct actions in defense of 
the last wild places only seem radical compared to 
an entire paradigm of denial and control, where 
the individual is convinced they are powerless, and 
the organizations set up to protect the wilderness 
continue to bargain it away. 

Earth First! is a priority, not an organization. It is 
the name of our journal, and the slogan of our 
emerging tribe, but it is a tribe without chiefs. The 
only "leaders" are those temporarily working the 
hardest in defense of our last wilderness. New 
ideas, strategies and crucial initiatives come from 
individuals, and all decisions are made within 
affinity groups based on preferred tactics. EF! is as 
much an extended family as an environmental 
movement, developing the integrity and skills for 
a new/old way of living with the land. Our actions 
are tied to deep ecology, the spiritual and visceral 
recognition of the intrinsic, sacred value of every 
living thing. 

To start an Earth First! group in your area, con- 
sider the following elements: 

Campaigns: These can include everything pres- 
ently impacting biodiversity on this planet — old- 
growth forest defense, endangered species protec- 
tion, habitat destruction, disastrous public lands 
grazing, damming of rivers, the re-wilding of the 
continent, etc... To really protect a bioregion, we 
have to connect with it through our hearts and 
souls. To really become acquainted with that which 
we fight for, we need to spend a lot of time inti- 
mately exploring our deserts and canyons, mapping 
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the ancient forests, documenting the ex- 
istence of endangered and threatened 
species and just feeling the wildness of 
these places. 

EF! coordinates actions nationally as 
well, such as countrywide demonstra- 
tions against Burger King (which stopped 
its importation of Costa Rican rainforest 
beef as a result of our grassroots action!), 
the annual "Day of Outrage" against the 
US Forest Service, campaigns against 
predator control and other issues such as 
Hydro-Quebec's ongoing river destruc- 
tion projects. 

Contacts: Even though it is up to every 
individual EF!er to come up with cam- 
paigns and strategies and carry them out, a 
successful group still needs a "contact" to: 

• Establish a mailing address and phone 
for the group so that anyone may get in 
touch. Contacts are listed in the EF! Jour- 
nal. To avoid any confusion or loss of 
momentum should some key motivator 
leave, it is best to have two committed 
contacts, ideally male and female (two 
names, two numbers, orje shared PO Box). 

• Maintain a mailing list and a phone 
tree, to help instigate actions, or to make 
urgent announcements. 

A mailing list & phone tree are essen- 
tial for keeping everyone in touch. Begin with 
friends who you know share your biocentric en- 
thusiasm. Put out sign-up sheets at all the envi- 
ronmental concerts, speeches, etc... that you put 
on, as well as at other related events (Native 
American presentations, anti-nuke gatherings, mu- 
sic festivals, etc...). Put out an information table 
in front of student unions and natural food stores 
with stand-up graphic displays on your campaigns 
and a sign-up sheet. Try doing a one-time-only 
insert in related alternative publications calling 
for participation. 


IS REALLY 
ONLY 
THE 
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Money: Unlike most other environmental groups 
which require immense funding to do their work, 
Earth First! campaigns are pulled off on a shoe string 
budget. The major expenses for an Earth First! group 
are printing, postage and the occasional costs asso- 
ciated with planning and staging actions and dem- 
onstrations. If arrests are made,, be aware that legal 
costs and court fines can add up quickly. 

An EF! Bank Account: Setting up your own bank 
account and local fundraising plans are essential 
parts of being a contact. More than one person in 
your group should be allowed to sign checks. This 


note: Make sure it is clear to everyone putting 
their name on this list that it is a list for potential 
activists, not just a mailing list for free newsletters. 

This list should include space for the signers' 
addresses and phone numbers for quick access and 
notes on their skills (enjoys making costumes, 
good with signs and graphics, willing to work on 
timber appeals, computer projects, committed to 
civil disobedience, etc...). 


allows for fair and open accounting of the scant 
funds going through it. As these funds are used 
entirely for lawful (but radical!) purposes, the re- 
sulting records are no threat to the signatories. 
Remember that civil disobedience is constitution- 
ally protected free speech and that any expenses 
incurred during EF! actions are lawful. 

Fundraising: In a capitalist world, there's capital to 
be had. If you put your mind to it, you can pile it up 
by the boatload. Try these handy methods: 



Rally for Headwaters Forest, September, 1 997 


• benefit concerts, slide-shows and tabling. 

• disgusting pleas for money through vari- 
ous newsletters and radio programs. 

• auctions of donated goodies and services. 

• foundation grants for specific projects. 

• school money funneled through campus 
clubs for EF! presentations. 

• EF! work parties. 

• profits on the sale of EF! merchandise 
(available from the EF! Journal). 

• EF! Journal sales. 

Meetings: It's true. Meetings are the 
bane of civilization, the low benchmark 
for all environmental "organizations." But 
EF! does it differently. Call them parties 
with a focus! We gather for potlucks, hikes, 
climbs, music jams, swims and river trips. 
However, we meet for one purpose only: 
the actions that follow! 

Tactics: EF! is open to all forms of non- 
violent direct action. What we share is an 
undiluted passion, a belief in the sacred 
intrinsic value of all life and a willingness 
to act! Although known through the sen- 
sationalist media for our arrest scenarios 
and advocacy of ecotage, EF! activists use 
all of the following tactics, and more: 

continued on next page 




EARTH FIRST! CAMPAIGNS A 


In addition to local groups, some Earth Firstlers 
focus on broader campaigns by forming projects to 
strategically coordinate their work. Because the 
projects help to articulate our proposals, give our 
campaigns more direction and generate more pres- 
sure against governmental agencies, multinational 
corporations, politicians and other bio bigots, many 
national and international networks have been 
created. The following is only a partial listing of 
ongoing Earth First! projects. Get in touch with 
one near you! 

Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867 

CMCR produces videos by, for and of the environ- 
mental movement. Recent productions include Cove/ 
Mallard, forest health, trophy hunting, salvage log- 
ging, bison protection and lots more. CMCR has led 
the fight against the Stone Container pulp mill in 
Missoula and organizes the Forest Health Outreach 
Project. An organizer's packet is also available. 

Cove/Mallard Campaign 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83483 
(208) 882-9755; cove@moscow.com 

The Cove/Mallard campaign is multi-faceted with 
many groups, entities and individuals participating. 
Our basecamp in the heart of the Big Wild welcomes 
those wishing to protect and learn about the greater 
Salmon-Selway ecosystem — the largest wilderness in 
the contiguous 48 states. Trainings include tree climb- 
ing, nonviolence, backcountry orienteering, moni- 
toring agency activities and other topics relevent to 
the protection and restoration of the Big Wild. 

EF! Action Update 
Dept. 29, 1 Newton St. 

Manchester Ml 1HW, ENGLAND 

01 1 44 1 61 224 4846; actionupdate@gn.apc.oig 

www.k2net.co.uk/ef/earthfirst.html 

Published monthly, this newsletter chronicles the 
direct action news and events of the 40-plus EF! groups 
in Britain and other groups throughout Europe. 


End Corporate Dominance 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
(541) 468-2028 

Direct action to end growing corporate rule. Cam- 
paigns focus on corporations abusing the Earth and 
its inhabitants, and point out their threat to democ- 
racy and environmental and social justice. 

Headwaters Forest Campaign 
NCEF!, POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598, (707) 468-1660 
ncef@humboIdtl.com 

Since 1985, Earth Firstlers in Northern California 
have been at the forefront of the struggle to save the 
last unprotected ancient redwood forest in the world— 
Headwaters Forest. Their undaunted community- 
based resistance has helped to mobilize thousands of 
people for huge rallies and months of sustained direct 
action. Participants are asked to adhere to a nonvio- 
lence code which prohibits property; destruction. 






NAALFSG 
POB 69597, 5845 Yonge St. 

Willowdale, Ont M2M 4K3 
CANADA; naalfsg@envirolink.org 

The North American Animal Liberation Front Sup- 
porters Group is a 100 percent volunteer organization 
which supports activists who are imprisoned for al- 
leged involvement in animal liberation activities and 
publishes Underground three times a year. Member- 
ships, including a year's subscription, are between 
$20-$30, Sliding scale. All money raised legally sup- 
ports animal liberation and assists imprisoned activists. 
jg at if .V- 

Northeast Forest Practices Campaign 
NH EF!, POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 >/ 
noreastah@acadia.net 

The Northeast Forest Practices Campaign is working 
to: Stop dioxin discharges, end clearcutting, stop 
aerial spraying of herbicides and pesticides, end com- 
mercial resource extraction on state and federal lands, 
oppose genetic engineering of forests and food, ban 
the export of wood chips and raw logs and oppose the 
destructive practices of Hydro-Quebec. 



Salva La Sierra 


Culebra EF!, POB 762, San Luis, CO 8 1 1 52 
(719) 672-3012; afr@amigo.net 

Help Culebra EF! stop the largest logging opera- 
tion in the US, which is systematically destroying 
one of the last remaining mountain ranges in the 
Southern Rockies. At stake is a generations old 
sustainable Chicano farming community and sev- 
eral threatened and endangered species. 

Sea Defense Alliance (SeDnA) 

POB 400, Williams, OR 97544 
sedna@cdsnet.net 

The Sea Defense Alliance is a direct action group 
answering the call to preserve the biological integrity 
of aquatic ecosystems. There are many groups that 
defend the forest, the desert and the rivers; there are 
just a few groups that stand up for the coastal waters. 
We are here to fill that niche and need your help. 

Wisconsin Forever, Exxon Never! 
Midwest Headwaters EF!, 731 State St., 
Madison, WI 53711; (608) 255-8765 

Join the strong coalition of activists fighting the 
mining industry's industrial assault on the Midwest 
Headwaters/upper Great Lakes region. The ongoing 
grassroots campaign includes organizing, educa- 
tion and direct action to defend the land from 
corporations like Exxon. 

Warrior Poets Society 

ASUC Box 361, Berkeley, CA 94720-1111 

(510) 644-3237; fax 642-4700 

The Warrior Poets Society is an organization of Earth 
First! poets that started at the 1991 Round River 
Rendezvous in Vermont, near the home of Robert 
Frost, America's best-loved poet. "Warrior" because 
we are a warrior society — using poetry to spread the 
word of biocentrism and wilderness protection, often 
in humorous and unpredictable ways. We use poetry 
to inculcate, educate and motivate. We have a news- 
letter, The Warrior Poet, which is free to all contribu- 
tors. We also have tapes of past "Night to Howl" poetry 
readings and a t-shirt with Lone Wolf Circles artwork. 


Gtet It Together, oon.tpin.ued ... 



On the northern frontier of Headwaters Forest — Humboldt County, CA 


continued from previous page 

• education including informational 
handouts, press releases, articles in pe- 
riodicals, presentations to elementary 
schools and universities, going to For- 
est Service meetings to fill them in on 
their own data, radio interviews, etc... 

• grassroots organizing to generate pub- 
lic input such as letter writing (so we 
don't lose someplace by default), peti- 
tion drives, testifying at hearings, etc... 

• litigation with timber sale appeals, 
requestsTTbr restraining orders, law- 
suits based on the Clean Air/Clean 
Water/Endangered Species Acts, etc... 

Demonstrations and Civil Disobe- 
dience: These are what won women 
the vote, emancipated slaves and re- 
tracted the US military-industrial ma- 
chine from Vietnam (next, we need 
to get it out of North America!). The 
quickest and surest way to get a new EF! 
group going is to immediately do a fun, 
nervy action! Bold, creative, confron- 
tational and colorful actions will gen- 
erate media coverage of issues, that 
would otherwise never be reported on, 
and announce your presence. 

Spreading the Word: The EF! Jour- 
nal is the uncensored voice for the 
many diverse opinions of our move- 
ment. It is the primary source for 
articles on the threats to wilderness 
and our effort to save it. This is your 
journal. It is as good as you make it. 
Everyone is encouraged to submit 


pieces on campaigns, phi- 
losophy, controversial 
topics, conspiracies, inves- 
tigative reports, humor, re- 
sistance, biodiversity and 
tactics based on deep ecol- 
ogy and uncompromising 
wilderness defense. The 
Journal is put out by a long- 
term editorial collective of 
four and several short- 
termers; any earnest EF! 
activist can work for an 
issue as a short-termer. 

If you do an action, 
write it up and send it in: 

• Make it exciting. 

• Stress campaign back- 
ground, details of the 
threat, reason for the 
choice of target, tactics, 
results and creative ways 
for the reader to get in- 
volved (besides letters to 
Congress; more like do- 
ing coordinated actions 
in their own town and calls for activ- 
ists to come join you there...). 

• Include lots of good photos (prefer- 
ably black Scwhite), maps and graphics. 

Free copies of the Journal are tradi- 
tionally mailed out to contacts to be 
sold at full cover cost as a fund-raiser for 
local groups (the Journal only requests 
postage reimbursements). Consider con- 
signing them for a small commission to 


newsstands, campus bookstores, natu- 
ral food stores, etc. Contact the Journal 
office to arrange to have a bundle mailed 
to your group each issue. Individual 
EFlers are expected to subscribe, since 
the Journal depends on subs to survive. 

A regional newsletter can augment 
the international Journal and can focus 
in greater detail on local issues, lists pf 
local events or demonstrations, pro- 


vide more leeway to fit poetry in, etc. 
These can be statewide newsletters, 
bioregional, or specific to your com- 
munity. They can be copied, stapled 
and sent out without wasteful enve- 
lopes. Production, writing and mailing 
should be done as a group, to get the 
maximum number of voices fepre- 
sented, and to keep all the work from 
falling on just a few people. . 


photo by Fraser Shilling 




Earth Firs t!: We mean it. 

To begin with, we do not believe that it is enough 
to preserve some of the remaining wilderness. We 
need to preserve it all, and it is time to recreate vast 
areas of wilderness in all the planet's ecosystems: 
identify key areas, close roads, remove develop- 
ments and reintroduce extirpated wildlife. 

It is not enough to oppose the construction of 
new dams. It is time to free our shackled rivers and 
tear down Hetch Hetchy, Glen Canyon, Bonneville, 

Tellico and other concrete monstrosities. 

While many environmental groups are members 
of the American political establishment and essen- 
tially adopt the anthropocentric (human-centered) 
world view of industrial civilization, we say the 
ideas and manifestations of industrial civilization 
are anti-Earth, anti-woman and anti-liberty. We are 
developing a new biocentric paradigm based on the 
intrinsic value of all natural things: Deep Ecology. 

Earth First! believes in wilderness for its own sake "Do not pass Go; do not collect $200." Activists speaking their mind in Asheville, North Carolina 

Lobbying, lawsuits, letter writing and research condemn monkeywrenching, ecotage, or other the corporate organizational structure so readily 
papers are important and necessary. But they are forms of property destruction, we do present a embraced by many environmental groups. Earth 
not enough. Earth Firstlers also use direct action forum for the exchange of ideas on creative oppo- First! is a movement, not an organization. Our 
tactics, confrontation, guerrilla theater and civil sition to the juggernaut of "progress," including structure is non-hierarchical. We have no highly- 
disobedience to fight for wild places and life ideas about monkeywrenching. paid "professional staff" or formal leadership. To 

processes. And while we neither condone nor To avoid co-option, we feel it is necessary to avoid put it simply, the Earth must come first. 




A thing is right when it tends to preserve the integrity, stability and beauty of the biotic community. It is wrong when it tends otherwise. 

— Aldo Leopold 


The central insight of John Muir and of the science of ecology was the realization 
that all things are connected and related; that human beings are merely one of the 
millions of species that have been shaped by the process of evolution for three-and- 
a-half-billion years. With that understanding, we can better answer 

the question, "Why Wilderness?" jg 

Is it because wilderness makes pretty picture JU 
postcards? Because it protects watersheds for the 
downstream uses of agriculture, industry and ffO ^ ' 

homes? Because it cleans the cobwebs out of /9 M0 A 

our heads after a long week in the auto factory 
or over the video display terminal? Because it m M 
preserves resource extraction opportunities for f 
future generations of humans? Because some 
unknown plant living in the wilds may hold a cure 
for cancer? 

No. It is because wilderness is. Because it is the real 
world, the flow of life, the process of evolution, the 
repository of that three-and-a-half-billion years of 
shared travel. 

All natural things have intrinsic value, inherent worth. 

Their value is not determined by what they will ring 
up on the cash register, nor by whether or not they 
are good. They are. They exist. For their own sake. 

Without consideration for any real or imagined 
value to human civilization. 

Even more important than the individual wild 
creature is the wild interconnected community — the 
wilderness, the stream of life unimpeded by industrial 
interference or human manipulation. These twin 
themes of interconnectedness and intrinsic value 
form the core of the ideas of such pioneer ecological 
thinkers as John Muir, Aldo Leopold and Rachel 
Carson, and are the basis for action by Earth Firstlers. 

This biocentric world view, as opposed to the 
anthropocentric paradigm of civilization (and the 
reformist position of mainstream environmental 
groups), has been developed into the philosophy of 
deep ecology by philosophers such as Arne Naess of 
Norway, John Seed of Australia, Alan Drengson of 




Canada and George Sessions and Dolores LaChapelle of the United States, 
among others. 

Earth First!, in short, does not operate from a basis of political pragmatism, 
or what is perceived to be "possible." Wilderness is not something that can 
be compromised in the political arena. We are unapologetic advocates 
for the natural world, for Earth. 


SlMPtAUnuu/neii/ 



If you haven't met an Earth First! group in your area, contact the Earth First! Journal. Since we have no central office, the Journal serves as 
an information switchboard. You can get sample issues, the names of regional contacts or projects, or information on a current campaign. 

Earth First! Journal, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440; (541) 344-8004; fax 344-7688; 
earthfirst@igc.org; http://www.envirolink.org/orgs/ef 
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by Don Newhouse 

The place is Yarnell, Arizona. The 
time is 1994. The old folks teetering 
on the edge of eternity residing here 
enjoy the slow, rural lifestyle. Then, 
like a tornado in the outhouse, noth- 
ing seems pleasant anymore. The cul- 
prit is Bema Gold, a Canadian corpo- 
ration, which plans to strip mine the 
mountain just feet from our homes in 
its pursuit of precious metal. Just come 
to Yarnell, blow the hell out of the 
place, ruin everyone's lives and line its 
pockets along the 


pert in the technical aspects of gold 
mining and overwhelmed with benevo- 
lence toward the citizens of Yarnell. 
Let's examine that crock. 

For one thing, the Yarnell Mining 
Co. is not financially independent 
but is a subsidiary of a foreign parent 
corporation. It is part of the same 
corporation that has been destroying 
lands in Serro Casale, Chile, and now 
in Russia. On to the expertise. This 
newly-formed, sacrificial lamb com- 
pany has never mined anything be- 
fore. They have no experience with 


! No one cares 


way 

about a little village 
full of Jethro's. 

Out of Bema Gold, 
a sham corporation 
called Yarnell Min- 
ing Co. was formed 
to absolve the big 
guys from responsi- 
bility should it all go 
sideways and cya- 
nide contamination 

destroy everything. " 

For Bema, it's back 
to Canada and let the Americans deal 
with what's left. The residents ranted 
and raved to the politicians and regula- 
tory agencies, but the Arizona bureau- 
crats constitute the largest collection 
of dim bulbs ever seen. 

Fast forward four years. The Bureau 
(Bunglers) of Land Management (BLM) 
unveils a piece of trash called the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS), undoubtedly the finest piece of 
fiction since Snow White. The Yarnell 
Mining Co. is paying the consultant to 
prepare the DEIS required by the BLM. 
The conflict of interest is obvious. If the 
consultant honestly reaches the con- 
clusion that the entire project is really 
crap, and puts that in their report, do 
you think they would ever work again? 
Duh! I think not. The regulatory agency 
bureaucrats and consulting scientists 
have become paper shufflers, consumed 
by vacation schedules and calls to retire- 
ment planners. The fox is not only 
guarding the hen house, he's getting 
three square meals a day. 

Now, to the good part. We all were 
assured the Yarnell Mining Co. is fi- 
nancially sound and independent, ex- 


" When the waterisgone, can we drink the gold? Does 
THE USE OF 7,000,000 POUNDS OF DEADLY CYANIDE 
APPEAL TO YOU ? HOW DOES THE 24-HOUR OPERATION OF 
CRUSHERS AND GIANT HAULING VEHICLES DRONING IN YOUR 
EARS SOUND?... We CAN PUT A SIGN AT THE EDGE OF 

Yarnell, 'Welcome to crappy town. 


heap leaching, cyanide processing of 
gold or using explosives. 

Our choice: Do we sacrifice a 5,000- 
foot mountain, poison and kill wild- 
life and drain our life-giving water 
supply for a lump of yellow shiny 
stuff? Speaking of water... Yarnell ain't 
got much. That's why this is called the 
desert. This mine will pump billions 
of gallons of water miles away 
and thousands of feet beneath 
the desert floor as part of the 
leaching operation. Access to 
reliable sources of clean water 
will be a major issue in the future 
for the Southwest. Meanwhile, the 
mining industry sucks up billions of 
gallons with no restriction. 

When the water is gone can we 
drink the gold? Does the use of 
7,000,000 pounds of deadly cya- 
nide appeal to you? How does 
the 24-hour operation of 
crushers and giant hauling ve- 
hicles droning in your ears 
sound? What about the glare of 
night-lights illuminating the min- 
ing operation instead of starlit skies? 
Our current pristine air choked with 


dust and pollution to rival the levels 
of any metropolitan city? We might 
as well put a sign at the edge of 
Yarnell that reads, "Welcome to 
crappy town." I think I hear the 
buses leaving. 

Since July, State Aquifer Protection 
and Air Quality permits have been 
issued. We immediately filed an ap- 
peal requesting public hearings and 
are pursuing every legal means to 
halt the destruction. This course of 
action is expensive. It involves pay- 
ing for expert analysis and testimony, 
travel and court 
- expenses and 

some attorney's 
fees. Our 
grassroots, 
nonprofit cor- 
p o r a t i o n , 
Guardians of 
the Rural Envi- 
ronment, repre- 
sents the 800 
residents of 

Yarnell in this 

“ “ fight against 
the mining 
company with no paid directors or 
employees. We exist for the people of 
Yarnell and all of Arizona to stop the 
destruction that mining embodies. 
The voices of the voting public will 
become deafening. The local, state 
and federal politicians and govern- 
ment agencies must be made aware 
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continued from page 3 
■ feeding people in the East Bay for al- 
most the first 24 hours was Seeds of 
Peace. Because they were funky, anar- 
chic and low tech, they were able to do 
what multi-million-dollar organiza- 
tions like the Red Cross couldn't. Be- 
cause of this, they garnered much pub- 
lic good will and even a new generator. 
A subsequent downing of power lines, 
either by genuine monkeywrenchers or 
agents provocateurs, served only to 
alienate the quake-traumatized public 
and set the stage for the FBI to arrest Judi 
Bari and Darryl Cherney after a near- 
fatal bombing of their car. 

I suggest that we begin a continuing 
brainstorm and active skills sharing 
focusing on ways we can be prepared 
with both aid and educational infor- 
mation at a time when there are mil- 
lions who will be open to it. 

Many of us are already accustomed 
to camping out, keeping warm in the 


weather and working togetherunder pres- 
sure and severe conditions. I would 
propose that we include workshops on 
dying, canning and food preservation 
as part of all the regional rendezvous 
and activist conferences for the next 1 4 
months. Dumpstering shit loads of food 
from your action or Food Not Bombs? 
Why not dry what you do not use and 
keep it in air tight containers? How 
about a post Y2K blank wall — distrib- 
uted beforehand, of course — that could 
be passed out in cities and neighbor- 
hoods showing people that there is an 
alternative. Imagine how many people 
would tune into free state radio sta- 
tions when there's nothing else on! 

Even if things are only minimally 
disrupted, the preparation we put into 
Y2K could later be used in other cam- 
paigns. We are right about technology, 
centralization and corporate power! 
Let's be ready to show other people 
there is an alternative. 


that ultimately the unbridled extrac- 
tive industries and their political sup- 
porters will be forced, kicking and 
screaming, to change. 

Make no mistake, the time of plun- 
dering our earth is ending. Industries 
will be forced into regulation and re- 
striction by public indignation when 
we open the curtain of secrecy. Bema 
Gold of Vancouver, Canada, and its 
CEO, Clive Johnson, must listen to 
the American public when we say, 
"Stop the mine Clive, stop the mine!" 

Please accept what you have read 
for what it represents. These are not 
the musings of a first-year Environ- 
mental Studies major. The writer is a 
70-year-old Yarnell resident, born in 
California, with a lifetime in the 
Southwest, who has committed his 
remaining years to anti-mining ac- 
tivism. What the area was, and is 
now, plays in the mind like a 
Technicolor movie undoubtedly pro- 
duced by the greatest director of all. 
Thanks for listening! 

For more information contact the 
Guardians of the Rural Environ- 
ment, POB 1086, Yarnell, AZ 85362; 
(520) 427-3591; 427-0207 (fax); 
ftchaos@primenet.com. 









Anti-Freddie-Fee Bill 

The Forest Tax Relief Act, a bi-paiti- 
san bill introduced by Congress- 
women Lois Capps (D-CA) and Mary 
Bono (R-CA) calls for an end to all fee 
collections on public lands managed 
by the Forest Service as authorized 
under the authority of the fee-dem- 
onstration program. 

In presenting this bill, Congress- 
woman Bono said: "To tax the great 
outdoors is offensive to the very con- 
cept of the national forest system. The 
forests are for the entire nation and 
therefore should be supported through 
the traditional funding process. Un- 
der this plan, Congress taxes Ameri- 
cans twice. It is now time to remedy 
this situation." 

Although the fee-demonstration 
program has been met with opposi- 
tion, it is heavily funded and sup- 
ported by the wise-use/motorized rec- 
reation lobby. The proposed legisla- 
tion addresses the concern that the 
fee-demonstration program is being 
used as a tool to turn public lands into 
park-like tourist attractions. 

Mitsubishi Mine Cancelled 

On August 18, San Bernardino 
County Superior Court Judge James 
Edwards ruled in favor of a lawsuit 
protecting endangered plants at a 
limestone mine in the San Bernar- 
dino Mountains. The suit was filed 
last November after the county ap- 
proved a 35-acre expansion of the 
Cushenbury mine, owned by 
Mitsubishi. 

The area is home to four carbonate 
endangered plant species including 
Parish's daisy, Cushenbury 
milkvetch, Cushenbury buckwheat 
and Cushenbury oxytheca — plants 
that grow exclusively in that area. 
The area is also home to Nelson’s 
bighorn sheep, a state-protected spe- 
cies. The county let Mitsubishi cut 
corners by not requiring the com- 
pany to do a full environmental im- 
pact report which could cost about 
$150,000. 

Bull Trout Listed 

In a major victory, affecting 32 na- 
tional forests in five states, the bull 
trout has finally been listed as a threat- 
ened species under the Endangered 
Species Act. 

The victory, announced by Inte- 
rior Secretary Bruce Babbitt on June 
5, follows a lengthy and continuing 
battle to protect the bull trout and its 
habitat. Several environmental 
groups petitioned the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service to list the threatened 
fish in 1992. 

Hypo Critical Sub-critical 
Nuke Test 

In clear violation of the spirit of the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
(CTBT) signed by the US in September 
1996, the Department of Energy (DOE) 
plans to conduct a sub-critical nuclear 
weapons test, code named "Bagpipe," 
by the end of September. The test 
would explode plutonium by high- 
powered conventional chemical ex- 
plosives, 980 feet underground at the 
Nevada Test Site. 

The CTBT commits the US "not to 
carry out any nuclear weapon test 
explosion or any other nuclear explo- 
sion." The DOE claims that these tests 
are permissible because the CTBT does 
not define "nuclear weapon" test. 
These tests make global adoption of 
the CTBT less likely by encouraging 
other nations to copy the US decision 
to continue testing and update their 
nuclear arsenals. 
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Neighbors Face-off With Developers Over the Threatened Wetland 


by Green Queen 

High above the Earth, the Ballona 
wetlands (bay' ona) sparkle like an em- 
erald in the setting of asphalt and con- 
crete that surrounds the Santa Monica 
Bay in Southern California. Cool 
breezes and a sense of natural abun- 
dance still permeate the tidelands, bluffs 
and freshwater pools. The ocean here is 
home to many endangered species. 
Whales once calved here in abundance. 
And indeed, genetic memory seems to 
be driving whales to return to Marina 
del Rey where two calves have returned 
in the last year. Hundreds of species of 
plants, animals and insects still live 
here surrounded by the choking smog 
and pollution. 

Sting rays can be seen basking and 
feeding in saltwater inlets. Great blue 
herons tussle with one another for food. 
Foxes play hide and seek in upland 
brush. Thousands of frogs croak with 
one voice while least terns and savanna 
sparrows float effortlessly above the 
Ballona tidelands. Small patches of wet- 
lands and their rich potential of life 
exist in the middle of Steven Spielberg's 
planned DreamWorks studio and the 
Playa Vista project. Ballona and all its 
life is endangered. What exists there on 
the 1 , 000 acres and the contiguous open 
space cannot be lost 

After months of delay and waiting, 
Federal Judge Lew, a George Bush ap- 
pointee, has issued the strongest in- 
dictment to date of the proposed Playa 
Vista development project — described 
by the Wall Street Journal as "the largest 
project in the history of Los Angeles." 
Developers of the project have tried for 
over 20 years to position themselves as 
environmentally sensitive, but at the 
same time, they have increased the 
project's density and offered no fea- 
sible remedy for the massive gridlock 


arbitrary, capricious and otherwise not for their services — to protect and to over Ballona embodies the struggle 

in accordance with the law. The permit serve the natural community — and for the soul of Angelenos today. Citi- 

is therefore rescinded and all construe- demanded that Judge Lew's order be zens United to Save All of Ballona was 

tion activities on the permitted area upheld. Immediately, the LAPD went formed to educate and articulate the 

shall cease unless and until the Corps into a huddle with the property own- vision of a natural world alive and 

complies with its NEPA [National Envi- ers who whined and complained that viable in Los Angeles. This passion, 

ronmental Policy Act] obligations." Lew the ruling was being contested. sorely needed here in the midst of 

then went on vacation. The 86 coali- Finally, after a slick, snappy, sly, concrete and steel, is at the heart of 

tion members of Citizens United to high-priced negotiator was sent to the our efforts to stop the bulldozers and 

Save All of Ballona cheered and offered site by LAPD headquarters, he offered to roll back the devastation to the 

prayers of thanks to the Creator. Many the following position: the LAPD is natural beauty of the Santa Monica 

hoped that the future of Ballona wet- not well versed in this area of the law, bay ecosystem, 

lands was assured. But the universe so therefore it cannot proceed with a We wish to create a vision not of 

had more lessons and more suffering determination that the developers are greed and compromise but one that 
to offer... breaking the law. And, even if the empowers us all and provides us with 

The developers seemed to comply at LAPD could determine this, it is out of hope. There is no other life struggle as 

first, but then on July 6, earth movers its jurisdiction since it is a federal close to the core of all community 

with tires as big as garages trucked in fill matter. He concluded that it should organizations than the struggle 

dirt from Malibu. Something was dras- be enforced by federal marshals. against the illegal activities going on 

tically wrong. Plaintiffs on the NEPA If the destruction of Ballona wet- at Playa Vista. It is indeed our future, 

suit immediately requested a contempt lands is not illegal, it must become and we all must become involved 

hearing. But Judge Lew was still on so. It is clearly immoral to contem- here and now! Come to Los Angeles, 

vacation and could not be reached, or plate actions that will reduce the life When we do it here, we can do it 

so his office said. A small group of quality of our children and their chil- anywhere. For more information con- 

neighbors callingthemselves the Ballona dren. Their lives are being sacrificed tact the Ballona Wetlands at 115 Vista 

Neighborhood Alliance acted on their and quality of life is being sold for the Place, Los Angeles, CA 90291; (310) 

observations from the soaring bluffs greed of this generation. The conflict 314-9862; Ballonawetlands@usa.net. 

around and documented that illegal 
bulldozing was taking place. That was 
all the team needed to know. 

Swiftly a car full of neighbors dressed 
as suited developers were waved through 
the main gate to the Playa Vista site. 

These nonviolent neighbors sped 
straight to the bulldozers through an- 
other wicket of security guards who 
placidly took one look at the suits then 
returned to their morning chat. An 
employee meeting was wrapping up as 
the Angeleno citizens parked calmly 
next to the foreman's truck. With the 
federal ruling as the legal basis for their 
actions, they demanded that the bull- 
dozing cease. The foreman, being a kind, 
human-oriented contractor, sympa- 
thized yet offered that he was not the 
person in charge, nor was he respon- 


Battling the Strip Mall in 

n , New Jersey 

by Douglas Jewell w 

When developer GEM Corporation of Pennsylvania announced its plans for 
a 60-store factory outlet mall in the rural Swainton section of Middle Township, 
New Jersey, at an early June press conference, local politicians were at their side 
touting this opportunity for 1,000 jobs. A rosy picture was painted by GEM 
officials, Cape May County politicians and the media. No one had asked 
Swainton residents for their input, and the ramifications of such a development 
on habitat and threatened species were never addressed. It was just assumed 
that everyone would welcome this 250,000-square-foot mall and 15-acre 
parking lot with open arms. 

It wasn't to be. "If Manassas, Virginia, can beat the Disney people, we can 
certainly beat GEM," said Dick Reese, a member of the Swainton Civic 
Association (SCA) steering committee. The 89-member SCA was formed to 
oppose the project and preserve Swainton's small town ambiance, rural char- 


and pollution their own 
consultants have deter- 
mined will result. A former 
project manager cleverly 
wordsmithed, "We want to 
build on less of the land 
more intensively." What is 
not said is that paving 75 
percent of the open space is 
his idea of building on less 
of the land. 

Released June 26, Judge 
Lew's 53-page opinion 
strongly condemns the 
project as flawed and envi- 
ronmentally irrational. He 
insisted that 16.1 acres of 



By locking to a dozer, a neighbor says no way to the illegal Ballona project 


acter, open spaces and threatened species. 

GEM corporation obtained three-year options on 12 properties, 
totaling 100 acres along US Route 9. The properties are currently zoned 
as "residential business and "suburban residential" areas. GEM is 
attempting to have the entire 100 acres re-zoned to "regional general 
business" or "community business" to get its mall. Ever since GEM 
announced its plans at an orchestrated press conference, developers 
from eastern Pennsylvania and New Jersey have been offering owners 
of vacant or mostly unimproved properties along Route 9 five-year 
•§. options on their properties. 

| If GEM gets re-zoning, it will open a Pandora's box, and this five-mile 

0 stretch of Route 9 will become a nightmare of concrete buildings and 

1 asphalt parking lots. The 60 stores could well become 160,, Swainton 
f currently has 50 properties that are not fully residential. Besides the, 
= Cape May zoo, most are mom and pop businesses like antique craft 

stores and garden shops. Swainton only has two traffic lights. 

The SCA has hired an attorney for the impending battle in front of the 


wetlands must be protected that are sible for the destruction. He insisted he 
slated for destruction by Spielberg's was only "following direction from the 
studio and a toxic runoff retention people who paid him." 
basin, which the developers and Army Prior to their end run through secu- 
Corps of Engineers foolishly proposed rity, the neighbors had called the Los 
be installed in some of the rarest coastal Angeles Police Department (LAPD). 

habitat. His judgment was unequivo- They planned to engage in a citizens 
cal; his words are even more clear. "The arrest and have someone in custody 

Corps' decision to issue the permit for the police when they showed their 
with only an EA [Environmental As- donut-smudged faces. Suddenly, suits 
sessment] and FONSI [Finding of No in BMWs with cell phones, sunglasses 

Significant Impact] and not the more and scowls appeared, glaring silently 
detailed EIS [Environmental Impact at the neighbors. Right on time, or 
Statement], without certain mitigation rather much later than expected, the 

documents and success criteria worked LAPD arrived. Confused and nervous, 

out before issuance; given the untested they circled the project and the bull- 
nature of the retention basin; and in dozed habitat looking for crimes 

the midst of substantial dispute as to against humans. The neighbors in- 

the project's nature and effects; was formed the LAPD why they had called 


Middle Township Planning Board this winter. While SCA is using zoning as its 
battleground, environmental issues are of the biggest concern to residents in New 
Jersey's southernmost county. New Jersey and federal endangered and threatened 
species will be put at further risk with the loss of another few square miles of forests 
and meadows. Listed animals that populate the proposed areas include Coopers 
hawk, peregrine falcon, red-shouldered hawk, short-eared owl, long-eared owl, 
loggerhead shrike, great blue heron, little blue heron, yellow-crowned night heron, 
osprey, red-headed woodpecker, bobolink, corn snake, northern pine snake, 
eastern tiger salamander and pine barrens tree frog. 

In addition to the impacts on wildlife, the proposed mall would burden the 
dwindling fresh water aquifers. Cape May County has salt water on three sides — 
the Atlantic Ocean to the east and south and the Delaware Bay to the west. The city 
of Cape May already has a desalinization plant under construction, and the rest of 
the county will have to follow suit as salt water intrusion pushes north. Estimates 
are that salt water intrusion will have contaminated most fresh water supplies in 
the Kirkwood-Cohansey aquifers by 2020. A freshwater crisis is inevitable. 

The SCA needs help to fight GEM and save one of the last open spaces in our 
community. Please contact us at Swainton Civic Association, 1 1 Birch Drive, 
Swainton, NJ 08210; (609) 463-8423. 


Page 22 Earth First! M abort 1998 



Maxxam Stopped in the Matidle 


by Yarangony Bean 

The stands of Douglas fir along the 
lower north fork of the Mattole River 
comprise the largest, contiguous old- 
growth habitat in the 200,000 acres 
of Pacific Lumber's (i.e. Maxxam's) 
holdings. A walk through the Mattole 
watershed offers a view of massive 
oaks and colorful peeling madrones. 
Bay trees, gooseberries, huckleber- 
ries and black raspberries are every- 
where. A hike to "All Plants Pokey" 
leads you to Sulphur Creek, where 
the Coho salmon live. The Califor- 
nia Department of Forestry (CDF) 
and Pacific Lumber vehemently deny 
that salmon have ever been spotted 
in the creek. However, the National 
Marine Fisheries Service reportedly 
plans to sue CDF over the approval 
of timber harvest plans (THPs) 307 
and 413 along Sulphur Creek because 
of the Coho. 

The Mattole watershed provides 
habitat for a variety of endangered 
species and is also home to a riled-up 
community of dedicated people. Resi- 
dents from all walks of life have been 
sighted many times in the early morn- 
ing, blockading Pacific Lumber's gates 
from the ongoing logging. From teen- 
agers to the white bearded commu- 
nity pillars, Mattole residents are the 
epitome of what Earth First! activists 
have dreamed about — dedicated, sup- 
portive people willing to seal off a 
logging gate at 4:30 a.m. 

About 70 residents arrived at the 
gate for the first day of blockading. 
The residents felt victorious, as the 


log trucks turned back and went 
home. This was the start of a string of 
blockades that occurred almost daily. 
Logger confrontations took on a new 
meaning, when they yelled, "Go 
home!" The blockaders were able to 
reply, "We are home." 

Meanwhile, activists took up resi- 
dence in the woods. A ten-mile hike 
along the hard and dusty logging 
roads led to our home for the next 
month. This area had 
been hammered by the 
saws in the past. Nu- 
merous non-native spe- 
cies cover the cracked 
and eroded hillsides. 

But untouched areas 
still hold towering Dou- 
glas firs and madrones, 
which fling their half 
naked bodies over the 
hill's edge. In these few 
spots, the ground re- 
mains cool and moist. 

Soon after our en- 
campment started, we 
encountered two radically different 
groups of loggers. There was the pair 
from THP 307, affectionately known 
as "Brad and Roy" and then we had 
the crew from THP 413, commonly 
referred to as "The Thugs" or "The 
Goons." Keep them straight, it's very 
important. Brad and Roy, two rela- 
tively young loggers who by no 
means preferred our presence, never 
endangered our lives. On many oc- 
casions, they stopped work and sat 
down and talked with us. After sev- 
eral days of protest in THP 307, Brad 


and Roy stopped showing up for 
work, stating that they were losing 
too much money. 

Then there's THP 413. After a few 
days of somewhat successful cat and 
mouse, the Thugs decided to bring 
their eager teenage children who were 
more than willing to chase us down 
while their daddies logged. How about 
that for a day with pa? Packs of these 
kids chased activists through the 


woods, cheering on their dads to, 
"Kill the dirthead! Kill the dirthead!" 
We overheard some of them talking 
about how they were going to chop 
up whatever hippy they found. When 
they did spot one, they chased him 
down screaming, "Run you fucking 
nigger! Run!" Luckily, this activist, 
known as Mr. Bean, is the fastest 
around. On another occasion, Mr. 
Bean was up in a Douglas fir when a 
logger announced that he was going 
to fall a tree directly into him and 
called out to his logger buddies, "This 


one is going to need a stretcher." 
Calling his bluff to the last second, 
Mr. Bean held strong. Unfortunately, 
it was no bluff. He leapt to the ground 
just in time to watch the trees collide. 

In another incident, an activist, 
known as Orange was up in an oak 
when she was warned, "This one's 
going to be close. It may hit that tree 
you're in, may kill ya." She replied, 
"I'm staying here so perhaps you 
shouldn't cut it." The log- 
ger felled the tree anyway. 
Fortunately, it only 
brushed branches with 
Orange's tree, causing it to 
sway under a stormy 
shower of wood chips. Af- 
ter calling in the Goon 
Squad, the logger pro- 
ceeded to cut down her tree. 
Then, with several assur- 
ances that she wouldn't be 
hurt too badly, the logger 
completed a wedge and 
back cut three quarters of 
the way through the tree 
before leaving Orange to rock back and 
forth through crisp winds with a gaggle 
of logger sons congregating at the bot- 
tom, threatening to hog tie and drag 
her up the hill should she attempt to 
descend. Luckily, they left, and Or- 
ange descended safely. 

A few days later, as Orange was girth 
hitching up a small Douglas fir, two 
loggers, Doug and Michael, came rac- 
ing down the hill to greet her. After 
Michael had climbed up the tree, tied 
a slip knot around Orange's ankle and 
was standing on the ground holding 
it tight, Doug climbed the tree with 
spurs, took hold of Orange by the 
waist, cut her safety lines, then climbed 
back down with one hand while car- 
rying Orange in the other. Ten feet 
from the bottom, she was dropped to 
Michael, who bound her wrists behind 
her back and led her to the road by a 
leash around her waist. Finally, to keep 
the vicious and highly dangerous Or- 
ange from causing further trouble, her 
ankles were duct taped. Four loggers 
were assigned guard for several hours 
before the police showed up to haul 
her off to jail. 

In perhaps the most frightening 
event of all, one 16-year-old activist, 
Nature Boy, was actually punched in 
the stomach by a logger while 60 feet 
up in a Douglas fir. The logger then 
used pain compliance holds, and Na- 
ture Boy was forced into submission. 
A rope was tied around his waist and 
the loggers threatened to lower him 
to the ground without safeties of any 
kind. Not willing to allow these 
butterfinger loggers to hold his life at 
the end of their rope, Nature Boy 
climbed down the tree and waited 
under guard for the cops to come. 

After all the craziness on August 
14, a federal court granted a tempo- 
rary restraining order on further log- 
ging at the Sulphur Creek THPs. We 
are in the midst of a reprieve, with 
no logging to be conducted until the 
next court date sometime in Sep- 
tember. If we don't stop them in the 
courts, we'll stop them in the woods. 
To stay updated on happenings in 
the Mattole contact North Coast EF! 
at POB 28, Areata, CA 95518; (707) 
825-6598. 
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I was born and raised in a remote and magical water- 
shed in northwestern California called the Mattole River 
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„ r in a time of transition: The once great 

salmon run had dwindled to near extinction. Sediment 
filled the river and smothered the salmon eggs. Salmon 
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partly undone. Although it took a month, we stopped 
Maxxam legally. Though the restraint is only tempo- 
rary, it has been a triumph nonetheless. 

In the meantime, the looming threat of Maxxam over 
our community challenged people to question where 
they stand. To some, taking a stand against Maxxam 
was like taking a stand against logging. Many felt 
helpless, unable to step out of their comfort zones and 
put themselves on the line. 

I knew I needed to oppose Maxxam. But I also did not 
want to be perceived as a radical by some of my neigh- 
bors or make them feel I was opposing their way of life. 
But when I saw the corrupt way the company was 
forging ahead, logging illegally, I knew there was no 
time left for complacency. 

I took a stand against Maxxam — not against logging. 

I saw so clearly the disregard for place that exists when 
there is no sense of connection. The most precious 
thing in my life is the sense of place I have. My home, 
the place I live in and love is being threatened by 
corporate greed. When I let myself feel the full impact 
of this I became outraged. Not only at Charles Hurwitz 
and Maxxam, but also at my neighbors for doing 
nothing about it. Loggers are cutting their own throats 
by turning a blind eye to the company they work for. 
Their jobs are not at stake. Their future and the future 
In July, Maxxam started to clearcut the remnant old- of all who live downstream is. There is a way to log, 
growth Douglas fir in the Mattole. They did so against sustaining both the economy and the ecosystem. Why 
the direct recommendation of the National Marine are people so scared to make this change? Why do 
Fisheries Service (NMFS), which wants the salmon humans hold onto things that are clearly not working? 
protected. The terrain where the trees lie is very steep We as a community need to stand together. No 
and geologically unstable. Couple this with the im- more teetering on the fence feeling unbalanced by fear 
mensely high rate of rainfall in this area MMfMM I “ ‘ ' ' wM 

got a recipe for disaster. If logging proceeds as planned, 
the 20 years of sweat and dedication the community 
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practices and overgrazing. It became clear a new rela- 
tionship with the land must be developed. So locals took 
matters into their own hands, and for nearly 20 years 
now, residents have been working to restore the ecologi- 
cal balance of their watershed and save the salmon runs. 

Although the community in the Mattole is diverse 
(loggers, ranchers, environmentalists, artisans, resto- 
ration workers, educators and intellectuals), every- 
body has one thing in common: a strong connection 
to the place they live. 

Getting along is sometimes a challenge. But because 
the Mattole is so remote and sparsely populated, people 
tend to rely on each other considerably. Our respect for 
one another is the essential building block of our 
community, and once gained, it is hard to loose. The 
ability to stand together against outside forces is the 
greatest challenge this community faces, and Maxxam is 
the largest threat. 


has put into restoring the Mattole watershed will be 


of intimidation and change. We have the power to 
stop Maxxam if we unite. There is power in numbers. 
If we were all protecting our homes, we would be 
unstoppable. 
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Mattole residents — spirits still flying with the chain gang 



Venezuelan Uprising... 


continued from front page 

Empowered by national and interna- 
tional law, world-wide media coverage 
and support from the international com- 
munity, the Pemon are holding stead- 
fast to their demand that the Venezu- 
elan government legally recognize and 
respect the boundaries of their ancestral 
lands. Specifically, they demand the 
construction work on the power line be 
halted immediately and the Supreme 
Court nullify Decree 1850. This decree, 
passed last April, opens up 40 percent of 
the Imataca rainforest reserve to large- 
scale gold mining. In addition to the 
protests, indigenous and environmen- 
tal groups have filed two lawsuits. 

Unfortunately, the government hasn't 
been overly interested in resolving these 
issues through legitimate discussion. On 
the eleventh day of the protest, the 
Venezuelan National Guard was mobi- 
lized to forcefully disperse the 1,000 
protesters at the blockade site. Jerrick 
Andre of the Indigenous Federation of 
the State of Bolivar (FIEB) reported," 
The National Guard came at dawn in 
riot gear with orders from Caracas to 
remove our blockade. Using a military 
tank, they removed the logs we had 
used to block the road. The soldiers 
forced our people out of their tents, 
some still sleeping or half dressed, and 
continued to aggressively disassemble 
our camp." Additionally, bulldozers 


have already leveled sections of the 
communities' yucca, corn, banana and 
pineapple fields. 

Unable to further dismiss the prob- 
lem with tanks, the government finally 
agreed to negotiations. Talks with top 
level ministers and indigenous leaders 
began August 13. On August 26, a major 
breakthrough was reached between the 
Venezuelan government and indig- 
enous representatives. The government 
stated it is prepared to recognize indig- 
enous property rights and would sus- 
pend all work on the power line until 
the question of land title was resolved. 
However, the following day ominous 
events unfolded in the Pemon village of 
Mapauri, which overshadowed the 
historic talks. The National Guard, in 
full riot gear, assaulted the village's 
residents with tear gas and rubber 
bullets for gathering around a con- 
struction site where workers insisted 
on continuing work. Three Pemon 
Indians were sent to the hospital, 
including a thirteen year-old boy. 

Particularly hard hit by the transmis- 
sion lines would be the nine million 
acre Imataca rainforest, a reserve where 
large-scale gold mining and logging 
projects, as well as a mega-tourist com- 
plex, are planned. Twice the size of 
Switzerland, Imataca is home to an ex- 
traordinary array of wildlife including 
jaguars, bearded bluebells, marmosets 


and the world's largest eagle, the endan- 
gered harpy eagle. 

On the Venezuelan side alone, more 
than 500 steel towers would be con- 
structed through 200 kilometers of the 
pristine rainforest. To install these tow- 
ers, EDELCA, the state-owned electric 
company, also plans to clear a 100-foot 
wide service corridor along the entire 
route. The first to receive electricity will 
be the Christinas gold mining complex 
located inside the boundaries of Imataca. 
Here, Placer Dome and other 
transnational goldmining companies — 
mostly Canadian — are planning one of 
South America's largest gold mines. 

This controversial transmission line 
and the Christinas mining complex will 
have serious impacts on the health, the 
land and the way of life for more than 
15,000 Pemon, Karina, Arawaco and 
Akawaio indigenous peoples. These 
communities stand united against the 
project as they are acutely aware of the 
threats they face: Mercury and cyanide 
poisoning in their water from mining 
sites; miners settling in their territory; 
increased rates of malaria; safety issues 
associated with having a high voltage 
power line running directly through 
their communities; and the crime, vio- 
lence, and prostitution that inevitably 
comes with mining towns. 

In spite of these concerns, construc- 
tion of the power line has proceeded 


without proper environmental and so- 
cial impact assessment. Construction 
crews are clearing land in and around 
indigenous villages without prior noti- 
fication or community consent, which 
is illegal according to Venezuelan law. 
Copies of the dubious environmental 
impact report are difficult, if not impos- 
sible, to obtain and fail entirely to ad- 
dress the project's impacts on local in- 
digenous communities. 

As negotiations remain tenuous, the 
Pemon call upon the international com- 
munity to write letters to the Venezu- 
elan president requesting that the laws 
protecting their traditional lands, their 
inhabitants and the area's biological 
richness be honored and that this 
project, which threatens their very ex- 
istence, be halted before it is too late. 
Pemon leader Lloyd Henrito, argues 
that, "We are the owners of this land. 
We were here long before Columbus, 
but in the eyes of the Venezuelan gov- 
ernment we are nothing." 

Send your letters to Your Excellency 
President Rafael Caldera, Palacio de 
Miraflores Carmelitas, Caracas, Venezu- 
ela; Fax 01 1 (58)(2)801-3644. Fax copies 
of your letter to: Dr. Efrain Carrera Saud, 
President of CVG 011(58)(2)908-1808; 
Dr. Juan Nepomuceno Garrido, 
Procurador General de la Republica 
011(58)(2)693-0911; Jorge Padron, 
Comision del Senado 011(58)(2)484- 
8134; Jose Luis Gonzalez Federacion de 
Indigenes del Estado Bolivar; 
011(58)(85)26-786; fieb@telcel.net.ve. 


The Fight to Save Idaho’s Big Wild 



Pink flying squirrels like this one are the last line of defense at Otter Wing 


by Marshall Law 

The sun has risen and Rio, the friendly logger, 
stands by our fire sharing our coffee and conversa- 
tion. Later he takes a break to discuss issues and 
tells us, "I've been logging for 20 years. I will only 
be remembered as a good sawyer. You will be 
remembered for trying to stop the madness." As 
Rio and his fellow sawyer made their way down the 
P-line (line for the proposed road), Monkey Boy 
burst out of the trees and free climbed 120 feet up 
a huge spruce in the center of the proposed road. 
He let out blood-curdling screeches as trees fell 
around him. The sawyers decided to go home at 
noon, either prompted by our suggestions or per- 
haps in honor of Wild Rockies Day. 

As I walk the already clearcut P-line, Malcolm (the 
excavator operator) and the surveyor stop working to 
talk with me. "There are problems with this road," 
Malcolm explains. "That bog is a serious problem." He 
continues, "Tell your friends to stop taking my survey 
stakes, not that it will do any good." 

Traveling back a week in time, we were on our way 
to the Forest Service Fire Project open house when we 
ran into two car loads of backcountry activists sound- 
ing the alarm that the P-line is being cut in pristine 
wilderness at the Otter-Wing timber sale. Controlled 
madness ensued as people scrambled for their gear to 
get into the woods. Meanwhile at the scene of the 
crime, three pink flying squirrels managed to hero- 
ically set up three tree sits in a grove of trees marked 
with death paint. 

The following night the tree village was enhanced 
with many traverse lines and cables to impede the 
Freddies and Shearer Lumber. Another sit was secured 
further down the P-line, across the huge wet bog. 
Flying squirrel activity continued into the next day. 

Now the battle was to keep the excavator from 
reaching the village. As bunnies hopped about all 
around the destructive machine, Malcolm danger- 
ously tossed logs and debris just over their heads. In a 
desperate attempt to repel the energetic bunnies, he 
tried to hit one with pepper spray. After reaching the 
first tree sitter, Malcolm was forced to retreat. 

After a day of silence in the woods, the Freddies 
informed us they were instituting a 300-foot clo- 
sure. It did not bother them that Idaho Judge Lodge 
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had overturned the closure law, de- 
claring it unconstitutional. Two 
people were arrested on charges re- 
lating to the closure. One was woken 
up and cuffed without warning 
while the other was given three 
charges; one of which was placing 
her body in the road, even though 
she was 300 feet from the road. 

The following day, the Freddies 
stood guard while the road crew ille- 
gally built the road around the first 
three sitters. Feeling proud of them- 
selves, the Freddies left early. That's 
when a bunny decided to stand in the 
path of Malcolm's excavator. For over 
an hour Malcolm swung logs, dirt 
and the excavator arm within inches 
of the brave bunny. Finally, Malcolm 
pushed him back five feet with the track of the 
machine and threatened the protester with pepper 
spray. When the Freddies and company found the sit 
had moved down the P-line and across the huge wet 
bog the next morning, they began a 24-hour security 
watch with a canine unit at the base of the sits. 

Unfortunately at the time, none of the activists in 
the field knew that this road building was illegal. 
The US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) had yet to 
sign off on the project and the Forest Service had yet 
to accept changes to the sale recommended by 
National Marine Fisheries Service- (NMFS). In fact, 
the Forest Service had yet to complete the biological 
assessment for the south fork of the Clearwater 
River which is necessary in order for NMFS and 
USFWS to sign off on Otter-Wing. 

Activists took the illegalities to court but the 
infamous Judge Edward Lodge refused to issue a 
temporary restraining order (TRO), claiming that an 
injunction is unnecessary because there is no harm 
taking place. Unfortunately for the endangered and 
threatened species in the region, Judge Lodge is also 
overseeing the Otter-Wing lawsuit. The law suit was 
filed August 10 in Federal District court. 

The Cove Mallard/Otter-Wing campaign is a well 
rounded, diversified activist front doing extensive 
timber sale monitoring, stream surveys, incredible 
public outreach in a hostile area as well as initiating 


direct action and lawsuits. Through monitoring, the 
coalition was able to send a package of violations to 
NMFS and USFWS which altered the Otter-Wing 
project, delaying it for one month. Monitoring caused 
NMFS to request a field trip to Otter- Wing. The Forest 
Service did not invite us on this trip with NMFS, 
USFWS and Shearer Lumber because we didn't have "a 
contract with the Forest Service." 

The Otter-Wing sale is a glaring example of how 
weak Clinton's proposed road building moratorium 
actually is. This sale affects over 52,000 acres of 
pristine roadless area with 48 miles of new roads on 
very steep slopes. It is adjacent to the Gospel Hump 
Wilderness and near the Cove/Mallard sales. It is the 
home of many old-growth trees, clear streams and 
rivers and among many other species, steelhead, bull 
trout, lynx, wolverine, pine martens, and boreal 
owls. The only species missing from this beautiful 
ecosystem is the grizzly. 

This sale violates the Endangered Species Act, Clean 
Water Act and National Environmental Policy Act. 
We need people to join the resistance in the woods, 
monitor and outreach. We also need money, food, 
climbinggear, warm clothing, green rain jackets, wool 
socks, gloves, boots, AA batteries, Hi-8 tapes and 
strong spirits. Contact the Cove/Mallard Coalition at 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843; (208) 882-9755; 
cove@moscow.com. 
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LP Caught in a Lie 

Louisiana-Pacific Corporation (LP) 
plead guilty in June to 18 felonies, 
fined $37 million and placed on pro- 
bation for five years in connection 
with a major air pollution and con- 
sumer fraud case. 

The plea agreement, cut with the 
US Attorney in Colorado, capped a 
six-year investigation of the nation's 
largest producer of oriented strand 
board (OSB), a laminated wood panel 
that is used as a plywood substitute 
in construction. 

The criminal investigation began 
when Dave Horan, a former LP super- 
visor at LP’s Montrose, Colorado, fa- 
cility, filed a lawsuit against the com- 
pany alleging he was fired because he 
refused to tamper with the mill's pol- 
lution monitoring equipment. 

LP admitted to conspiring to vio- 
late the Clean Air Act and False State- 
ment Act, tampering with the mill's 
pollution monitor on 12 occasions by 
inserting foil into the monitor, pull- 
ing the protective lens off, 
miscalibrating the monitor and turn- 
ing it off. They also admitted to lying 
to the health department and misrep- 
resenting to its customers that its OSB 
conformed to quality assurance test- 
ing requirements. 


Mitsubishi Misogyny 

Mitsubishi Motors will pay $34 mil- 
lion to settle allegations that women 
on the assembly line at its Illinois 
factory were harassed, groped and in- 
sulted. The settlement will be shared 
by 350 women who have worked at 
the auto plant since 1987. The women 
will receive between several thousand 
and $350,000 each. The settlement 
contained no admission of wrong do- 
ing by the company. But at a press 
conference, the executive vice presi- 
dent for Mitsubishi apologized on be- 
half of the company. 

The women complained that male 
co-workers and supervisors kissed and 
fondled them; called them "whores" 
and "bitches"; demanded sexual fa- 
vors; and retaliated against the 
women who refused. 


Rep. Rallies Rednecks 

Representative Helen Chenoweth (R- 
ID), a leader of the anti-environmental 
movement and champion of Idaho 
militias, held a field hearing in Espanola, 
New Mexico, to push a bill introduced 
by Representative Bill Redmond that 
would give Mexican land grant claim- 
ants millions of acres on national forests 
in northern New Mexico. Despite her 
past racist remarks, a crowd of about 
100 Chicano loggers and ranchers 
did not question Chenoweth about 
her support of English-only laws in 
Idaho and opposition to affirmative 
action. Instead, most of the four- 
hour hearing was spent vilifying the 
environmental community and lam- 
basting land use restrictions to pro- 
tect streams and wildlife. 


Racism Down Under 

The Australian Senate recently rati- 
fied a bill that repealed significant ad- 
vances made by Australian Aborigines 
under the previous administration. With 
cries of shame emanating throughout 
the Upper House of Parliament, the 
Native Title Amendment Bill gained 
enough votes to be passed. The bill 
amended the Native Title Act of 1 993, 
which recognized traditional rights 
of access, use and occupation by Ab- 
origines on Crown land. The new bill 
makes it much tougher for Aborigines 
to claim rights over land which they 
have resided on for thousands of years. 
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FUR FARM RAIDS 


Over the course of just six weeks, the 
Animal Liberation Front (ALF) and 
Earth Liberation Front (ELF) carried 
out six successful raids on fur farming 
and research sites in North America. 
These actions celebrated Indepen- 
dence Day for fur farm and research 
prisoners. The raids also demonstrate 
people's commitment to the struggle 
to free these animals from persecution 
and stop the pollution of natural eco- 
systems caused by fur farming. 

On the early evening of July 3, the 
ALF and ELF carried out a daylight 
raid, liberating 310 animals from the 
United Vaccines Experimental Re- 
search Fur Farm in Middleton, Wis- 
consin, near Madison. Two large holes 
were cut in the perimeter fence of the 
compound and one large section was 
completely torn down. Inside wire 
three sheds — one empty, one contain- 
ing caged mink and one containing 
animals resembling the black-footed 
ferret. Near the sheds were two double 
rows of cages covered with liftable 
roofs. All that contained animals were 
opened. Some doors were bent to al- 
low for escape. Light bulbs were bro- 
ken out in all of the sheds and a 
weighing scale was smashed. "Inde- 
pendence Day For Fur Farm Prisoners" 
was spray painted on a storage barn. 
Three windows were also smashed, 
causing an alarm to go off, which 
forced the liberators to evacuate be- 
fore causing more damage. 

The experiments conducted at the 
United Vaccines' laboratories and re- 
search farms are solely to decrease 
"profit-losses" incurred by premature 
deaths on fur farms. The cause of these 
deaths can be attributed to the wide- 
spread diseases on farms due to close 
confinement, malnurishment, poor 
sanitation and the psychological stress 
of captivity. The blatant disregard for 
the well-being of the mink and fox 
nations is apparent in this industry 
which cares only about fur quality 
and maximum production. 

Research has shown that animals 


imprisoned in fur farms retain their 
natural instincts to survive and repro- 
duce in the wild. 

The fur farming industry plays a cru- 
cial role in the devastation of ecosys- 
tems. Fur farm waste run-off contami- 
nates water, poisons fish and suffocates 
aquatic plants. Disruption of this bal- 
ance adversely affects all plants, ani- 
mals and their interdependent relation- 
ships within the ecosystem. 

Later on, during the early hours of 
Independence Day, activists from the 
ALF entered the Marmotech Inc. re- 
search facility in Dryden, New York, 
and liberated approximately 150 
woodchucks. The facility infects 
woodchucks with various diseases 
then tests th e effects of various chemi- 
cals on the animals, which violently 
kills them. According to data cards 
on the cages, only disease-free ani- 
mals were released. Unfortunately, 
several hundred more, who had been 
infected with woodchuck hepatitis 
virus and other diseases, had to be 
left behind. The ALF took and de- 
stroyed the data cards on these cages. 
All log books and other information 
was confiscated and disposed of, and 
vials of infectious serum were re- 
moved from a refrigerator to spoil. 

For the past 20 years, Cornell re- 
searcher Bud Tennant has been sub- 
jecting woodchucks to procedures we 
wouldn't allow to be performed on 
our worst enemies during times of 
war. Tennant's experiments range 
from the horrendously cruel to the 
outright bizarre. A recent project in- 
volved developing an "electro-ejacu- 
lation device" to force woodchucks to 
release semen for breeding purposes. 

The government actually pays 
Tennant and his mad scientist friends 
to conduct these atrocities. However, 
Tennant is merely confirming infor- 
mation which has already been gath- 
ered from human population studies 
and clinical evidence. Safe and effec- 
tive vaccines are already available for 
hepatitis. Tennant is merely satisfying 


his own curiosity about every minute 
detail of a specific type of hepatitis 
found only in woodchucks. 

The liberation was timed to coincide 
with the time of year in which young 
woodchucks leave their family and be- 
gin fending for themselves. Since some 
of the woodchucks at this facility were 
caught in the wild, they should readily 
return to life in the wild. And because 
the facility was in an area surrounded 
by fields and woodlands, the now-free 
woodchucks will be able to find plenty 
of vegetation to feed on. 

The third week of August culmi- 
nated this summer's ALF action spree 
with four successful mink and fox 
liberations. On August 1 8, 4,000 mink 
were liberated from Charles Mueller's 
Fur Farm, located near St. Cloud, Min- 
nesota. The ALF communique stated 
that the area surrounding the fur farm 
is "an ideal area for these mink to 
become reintroduced to their natural 
habitat" for its open, woodland qual- 
ity. Two days later, 330 foxes were 
liberated from Steve Hansel's Hidden 
Valley Fur Farm in Guttenberg, Iowa. 
The following day, August 21, 3,000 
mink were set free at Isebrands Fur 
Farm in Jewell, Iowa. Lastly, but by no 
means least, another 3,000 mink were 
liberated in Beloit, Wisconsin, on Au- 
gust 27, at Bown's Mink Ranch. 

These actions have been dedicated 
to Josh Ellerman for his commitment 
to defend Mother Earth and her ani- 
mal nations. Josh has been indicted 
on 16 federal counts of charges relat- 
ing to the building and possession of 
pipe-bombs, which carry a minimum 
mandatory sentence of 30 years in 
prison. These charges stem from the 
firebombing of the Utah Fur Breeder's 
Co-op which caused over $1 million 
in damage. This action was part of the 
ALF's Operation Bite Back. 

For more information contact the 
North American ALF Press Office at 
POB 103, Osseo, MN 55369; (612) 
601-0978; naalfpo@waste.org; http:// 
www.host.envirolink.org/ALFIS. 


GAS WELL BOMBED 


Police believe a group of militant environmentalists are 
behind the latest bombings of oil and gas equipment in 
northwestern Alberta, Canada. A gas well and installation 
facility belonging to Alberta Energy Co. were damaged in 
separate explosions in the Beaverlodge area, 560 kilometres 
northwest of Edmonton. Total damage has been esti- 
mated at $20,000. No one was hurt, but injury or death 
is inevitable if the attacks continue, says Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police Sgt. Don MacKay. He is convinced the 
perpetrators are trying to protect the Peace River's natural 
resources. "The reality is these are the actions of perverse 
people and criminal minds. The environment is just an 
excuse to satisfy an evil and self-serving bent." 

County officials are so concerned they are discussing 
asking police to establish an anti-terrorist squad. No 
one claimed responsibility for the Alberta bombings or 
for the more than 1 00 previous acts of sabotage, includ- 


ing well damage, roadblocks, nails on roads and pipes 
punctured by drills, that have occurred over the past two 
years. While denying responsibility for the attacks, some 
in the area haven't denounced them. "It's good to see 
somebody taking action," said farmer Ben Ludwig, whose 
relatives have repeatedly criticized nearby gas drilling, 
saying it harms their health and crops. Ludwig's brother 
was convicted of trying to vandalize a gas well. His father 
was convicted of mischief after he dumped oil on the 
carpet at Alberta Energy's offices. 

Alberta Energy spokesman Dick Wilson said extra 
security, damage and lost production has cost his com- 
pany more than $1 million over the past two years. He 
didn't know if they would share the cost of an anti- 
terrorist squad. "But we'd be more than pleased to 
support any initiative that ends these incidents and 
brings those responsible to justice," Wilson said. 
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Love them li'l ones. 


Dear EF!, 

Much as I agree with 99 percent 
of what EF! stands for, your "Re- 
claim the Streets — Berkeley CA," 
PISSED ME OFF! 

The report forgot to 
mention: the oil leaked every- 
where from the car smashed up; 
the massive tree limb broken off 
and used as a prop; the noxious 
fumes from the fire of couches, 
TV's, etc.; and the three windows 
broken in the apartment block I 
LIVE in. 

I'd like to think that everything 
in your journal is accurate but 
when the one thing that happens 
on my door step is printed up in 
such a rose-tinted fashion, I begin 
to wonder what else is bullshit! 

Tell the whole truth or shut the 
fuck up. PR is for the multi-na- 
tionals and the politicians. 

Yours, 

— Philip Rowntree 

Dear EF! 

Lately I have noticed an up- 
swing in the number of people 
taking sides in the perennial "Is 
EF! what it used to be?" debate. In 
the June-July issue of the EF! Jour- 
nal there was even a letter of disas- 
sociation from somebody who said 
they had been a part of the move- 
ment from the beginning. It made 
me feel sick at first. Then I realized 
what is happening and alarms went 
off in my head. That was when I 
remembered this. It is in the inter- 
ests of a schism to tear apart the 
movement. 

Remember, when you get frus- 
trated with the movement or your 
affinity group; that is exactly what 
the establishment wants. They 
want as many people as possible 
to be disgruntled with EF! Hey, it 
saves them the cost of clearing 
barricades and removing activists 
from trees. 

Don't give Oxy and Maxxam 
and Pacific and all the others what 
they want. Don't sacrifice the 
earth because you have conflicts 
with other activists. If you feel 
like other activists are not radical 
enough, make up the deficit by 
fucking the man even harder. 
Radical environmentalism should 
not be an ego-trip. It should be 
each and every one of us fighting 
as hard as we can, in every way we 
can. We all bring our own skills 
and limitations to the move- 
ment — do not expect every activ- 
ist to be just like you. Every one of 
us is capable of feats of courage 
and heroism, but we are not all 
capable of the same feats. By act- 
ing in a way we know will allow 
our courage to appear we each 
have our own times for greatness. 

With that in mind, go out and 
save the world . That is why you are 
reading this journal after all. 

—Jeff 

I was pleased to see Stefan Wray’s 
article "Virtual Luddites" in Vol. 
18 No 6. I see the hacker move- 
ment being marginalized towards 
the left as hackers see the un- 
abashed fascism of the system. The 
cases of Kevin Mitnick (held for 3 
years and counting without trial) 
and of Bernie S. have made the 
hacker scene look towards the left. 

I am worried, however, that there 
will not be a place on the left for us 
to stay. I see Luddism in the Anar- 
chist movement and in the EF! 
movement. How will you react to 
a mass of people who want noth- 
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ing more than to hack in peace? 

A short addition to the article. 
"Ping attacks" that Stefan men- 
tions in his article as "sophisti- 
cated," but they are extremely 
simple to do. They are looked 
down upon by the HPVAC (hack/ 
phreak/virii/anarchy/cracking) 
scene(s) as lame because they show 
no technical expertise. A true po- 
litical hack would be to hack a 
government system and add a 
political message that would be 
displayed every time a user logged 
on. For those who want to know 
more or are looking for a good 
place to start hacking: http:// 
www.happyhacker.org, the LOD's 
Guide to Hacking. Swipe 2600 
zine from your local Barnes & 
Noble, it's a great resource http:/ 
/www. phrack.com. (org?) Hope- 
fully in the near future, political 
hackers will not be a minority. 

Solidarity, 

— Freddy K 

Dear Shit for Brains, 

Sugar: Hey Echo... have you seen 
the Journals for regions in the 
country other than the North- 
west? 


Echo: What do you mean? The 
Earth First! Journal is the rag for all 



Earth First! activity all over the 
country and the world. 

Sugar: Really. I had no idea. 
Why do they only talk about 
things that happen west of the 
Cascades or abroad? I hear that 
there is a lot of action going on in 
the Allegheny, Austin, Arizona, 
Virginia, Maine, Wisconsin, 
IDAHO, and... 

Echo: I don't know. Maybe it's 
time for the Journal to move some 
place else where there is a com- 
munity to support it and the pa- 
per will talk about issues happen- 
ing all over the country. 

Sugar: Good idea. I wonder if 
anyone else has thought of that... 

Save Cove/Mallard, 

— Sugar and Echo 

My Sweets, 

Do you actually read the Jour- 
nal? In the past five issues there 
have been several reports from every 
region you mention. In regards to 
moving the Journal, is that a pro- 
posal or just an echo? If you are not 
pleased with the paper, you must 
submit. 

— John B. 

Dear Editor, 

While walking through a park- 
ing lot, I noticed a bumper sticker 
that read, "VISUALIZE INDUS- 
TRIAL COLLAPSE." I must admit 
that I also thought about the 
same thing. Then I engaged com- 


mon sense and thought about it 
seriously. Have you ever thought 
about the chaos this would cause? 
It would be devastating! I believe 
this will happen sometime in the 
near future. The question is — 
are you prepared for it? 

Years ago, in the 1930s when I 
was in grade school we had to 
memorize facts. The things that 
relate to human-beings. The only 
one I remember is, "The three 
basic needs of man are food, cloth- 
ing and shelter." We don't hear 
that any more. Capitalism has 
dehumanized us. It has divided us 
into individuals. This is against 
the natural order of things as man 
is created as a group creature. 

What I suggest is that your 
organization start on a project to 
humanize us again. We all have 
talents and abilities and they were 
meant to render a service to each 
other. To begin, start in a project 
where agreeable people would 
turn their back and front yards 
into vegetable gardens, fruit or- 
chards or grape arbors. Then be- 
gin on a project where the fruits 
would be shared. I might add 
that the preschool children 
should be involved in this project 
also. The children should be given 
paper cups with some dirt and a 
seed to plant in it. They should 
be taught how to take care of it. 
Once the seed sprouts they should 
be given a plot of ground where 
they can plant the sprout, water 
it and watch it grow. To grow 
something and then eat it would 
give the feeling of accomplish- 
ment. 

For me this would be the be- 
ginning of a world where men, 
women and children would live 
like a big family. 

Sincerely, 

— Joseph A. Vaneeckf. 

An Earth Firstier breeding chil- 
dren is akin to a vegetarian who 
lunches on Big Macs. In his heart, 
this person may justify that he 
holds up certain ideals (no fish 
fillets, no Big Macs after 3:00 p.m.) 
but is missing the point entirely. 
At this crowded time in history, 
breeding humans is not putting 
the earth first (or even 2nd, 3rd, 
10th, etc.) 

It is important to love children 
and listen to them, but creating 
more of them is inherently de- 
structive; an act designed to sat- 
isfy a craving in the ego of the 
parents. 

Why, folks, do you need to see 
your own feature in the child? 
Why not adopt, or volunteer? And 
why should others stand mutely 
by and applaud your decision, 
even when this decision is an- 
other nail in the coffin for all 
living creatures? 

You say you choose to give 
birth because you want to. Be- 
cause it will be beautiful for you. 
Consequences to biodiversity and 
pollution levels be damned. 

Is this not exactly the same scary 
thinking that leads to corporate 
disembowelment of the earth, pil- 
lage, the march towards selfish 
gain, the putting of personal de- 
sires in front of sacrifices for the 
future? 

Birthers: I must learn to accept 
your choices, because I cannot 
change you. But do not point 
fingers at me and demand that 1 
accept your justifications. 1 see 
the planet groaning under the 


weight of so much human mi- 
asma. I don't know what you see. 

— Joy Nicholson 

Dear Earth First! 

I've never written to the Jour- 
nal before, but now I am com- 
pelled to thank you sincerely for 
including the birth-positive ar- 
ticles in your last issue. Thank 
you especially for including the 
very beautiful photo of the preg- 
nant woman. 

It's true, there is no doubt that 
our increasing numbers are a real 
and serious threat to the stability 
of our ecosystems. But the truth 
is that many of the early proph- 
ets of the population bomb 
theory made claims that were 
excessive and alarmist. Literacy, 
education, technology and the 
increased availability of birth 
control are all affecting the move- 
ment to avoid the dangers of 
overpopulation. Some industri- 
alized countries are now experi- 
encing population decline. 

As a father, it has always irked 
me that some pious eco-saints 
have condescendingly labeled me 
a "breeder." These lifestyle police 
sicken me. From my point of view, 
the human race, for all its sorry 
defects, is still the crowning beauty 
of all of nature. I am not at all 
enamored of the idea of a world 
without children. If you prefer to 
remain childless, that's your busi- 
ness. If you think it makes you 
environmentally superior, you are 
deluded. Who will carry on the 
fight to preserve nature in the 
future if all committed activists 
remain childless? 

My first baby is now 23 years 
old. It has been a long time since 
I caressed and comforted a preg- 
nant wife or one of my babies. It 
has been the greatest beauty of 
my life and a fountain of love. To 
all those extremists who wish to 
cause this experience to become 
extinct, well... I'm glad that you 
ate not inclined to "breed." 

Again, thanks for the photo 
of the pregnant woman, it 
brought tears to my eyes. I am 
still exalted by the beauty of the 
human race. 

With love, 



— Maximum Traffic 

Editors, 

Parenthood is a proud profes- 
sion. As the Birth First! insert as- 
serts, we must care for our children 
if we are to continue caring for 
Earth's biosphere into the future. 

There are those who say that 
since a major collapse of human 
life-support systems is likely 
within a lifetime, sentencing a 
new human to life is the moral 
equivalent of selling berths on a 
sinking ship. Maybe so, but that 


doesn't change the fact that exist- 
ing children need our care. Par- 
ents deserve some credit for their 
nurturing of future victims of the 
impending demise. 

Some say that, considering the 
tens of thousands of children who 
die from a lack of care on an 
average day, the intentional cre- 
ation of one more human by any- 
one anywhere can't be justified. A 
few have even suggested that it's 
a subtle form of racism for a couple 
to want their specific genes repli- 
cated rather than taking care of 
needy youngsters. Be that as it 
may, this is not cause to be disre- 
spectful of those who have made 
that choice. 

Some of us seem to forget that 
choosing to breed is an entirely 
separate choice from choosing to 
nurture existing young people. 
Although it's true that creating a 
new human being has by far the 
greatest environmental impact of 
all our personal choices, parents 
are not the problem — human 
breeding is. 

We all have our choices to make. 
Let's not be overly judgmental of 
those whose choices are different 
from ours. Some give up cars, some 
eschew meat, while others refrain 
from creating another competi- 
tor for wildlife habitat. 

Rather than pointing fingers at 
those who fail to make what we 
might see as responsible choices, 
let's praise those who are helping 
to make the world a better place — 
including parents who care. 

— Les U. Knight 

Dear Birth First, 

I am a female eco-activist and 
part-time caregiver to children 
with comments on your tabloid. 

First, there are alternatives to 
childbirth for activists wishing to 
contribute to the next generation. 
My experience as an "auntie" is 
rewarding, fulfills a desire to nur- 
ture and does not put an unman- 
ageable burden on my activism. 
Adoption is an even more in- 
volved alternative. While natural 
pregnancy and birth are beautiful 
things, they do not necessarily 
create new activists. Tomorrow's 
activists will mostly come from 
the same origins those of us read- 
ing this came from — unenlight- 
ened industrial unculture. I mean 
no disrespect to conscious moth- 
ers, but I don't believe you can 
create the ultimate activist. This 
should not be justification of the 
choice to birth a child as was 
implied or stated by some Birth 
First contributors. 

Second, I sympathize with ac- 
tivist parents concerning disre- 
spect for their choices. This does 
nothing for our communities, 
future generations or the earth. 
However, I would like to tell 
them that other activists have 
quietly made difficult choices 
against their personal desires for 
a joyous pregnancy, birth and 
child-rearing experience. Your 
choices and your desires for sup- 
port can rip open wounds from 
the sacrifices of others in your 
community. The dominant cul- 
ture does not support childless- 
ness and while EF! might have 
some trite slogans it does create 
a supportive community for 
those making this important 
choice. Through this anti-birth 
sentiment, EF! has probably 
helped to insure the children 



So CUTE YA COULD JUST SPIT. 


that are born into its communi- 
ties have strong, mature, stable 
parents who consciously want 
them — something uncommon 
in the dominant culture. Until 
we live in small, land-based con- 
sensus communities who can ask 
themselves how many children 
their resources can support into 
the future, I don't believe any 
EF! couples can reproduce with- 
out a twinge of guilt. 

Finally, I would like to see 
information on fertility aware- 
ness and non-medical abortion 
in the Journal. Just as medical 
birth is driven by patriarchy and 
profits, abortion and most birth 
control methods rely on the 
medical establishment, pharma- 
ceutical corporations and indus- 
trial producers. While they serve 
a necessary good, they are vul- 
nerable to the winds of politics, 
economics, social injustice and 
industrial collapse. This impor- 
tant body of knowledge can em- 
power reproductive choices inde- 
pendent from the social forces 
that do not honor the earth. 

— Lisa Wisnewski 
Dear Uteri for Brains, 

Regarding "Birth First" 
(Lughnasadh EF!f), the articles fo- 
cused on the right of women to 
have kids without being alien- 
ated by activists having the "au- 
dacity" to be horrified at the 
coming tidal wave of babies. 
However, none of the articles 
distinguished between the right 
to breed sustainably (one or two 
children) and a fictitious "right" 
to breed unsustainably. 

According to Negative Popula- 


tion Growth, having a maximum 
of two tTiildren will allow the 
numbers of humans to gradually 
decrease, stabilizing at a sustain- 
able two billion. This will save 
Earth's biodiversity and avoid a 
nightmare world whose "ecosys- 
tem" consists of humans and 
their food, (ground-up human 
corpses and blue-green algae). 

No so-called " Earth Mother" has 
the right to murder the animals 
and birds I love by selfishly or 
carelessly overbreeding just to sat- 
isfy a personal urge to have a 
batch of kids. The EF! Journal is 
full of heartbreaking articles 
about the last 50 rhinos, the last 
500 spoonbills, etc. What about 
their right to breed and thrive? 
Each time I see a pregnant 
overbreeder or Fecund Father 
obviously pushing a shopping 
cart bulging with kids and mate- 
rialistic crap, I feel a wave of 
revulsion when I think of all the 
beautiful creatures they are driv- 
ing to extinction. Impending glo- 


bal famine and cannibalism also 
come to mind. 

"Jump off a Bridge" was the 
first of Ms. Full-of-blood's "Top 
10 Suggestions for EcoActivists 
Who Are Worried About Over- 
population." Excuse me, Ms. 
Full-of-shit, but if anyone 



should jump off a bridge, it's 
overbreeders like you whose 
uteri fuel capitalism and ecocide 
by spewing forth yet more 
breeders, soldiers, workers and 
consumers. 

Women (and macho-men) 
who overbreed to inflate their 
tiny-egos disgust me and should 
be sterilized. Those with the urge 
to raise more than two kids can 
adopt. Women and men who 
choose to overbreed nauseate me 
as much as the religious right's 
fanatics who force women to 
overbreed by restricting repro- 
ductive rights. 

Overbreeders, pull your heads 
out of your uteri (or butt holes) 
and call Negative Population 
Growth (201-837-2068) and get 
a clue. More people mean less of 
everything including food, 
water, housing, other species 
and the freedom to breed at 
will. I choose to be child-free 
for life, (mine and the Earth's) 
so don't blame me for a hor- 
rible future where the term 
"baby back ribs" may have 
an entirely different mean- 
ing. 

— Ms. Non-Breeder for 50 

YEARS AND GLAD 

Dear Babyshit fer Brains, 
Ack, gag, dribble, vomit. 
Last issue's "Birth First!" tab- 
loid was so cute and smug, it 
made me sick. And can you 
spell "self-righteous?" I know 
the authors can. 

I'll start with the second 
sentence, "...giving voice to 
those activists who are success- 
fully combining activism and 
parenthood." First off, these 
women never lost their voice(s). 
Catia and Karen W., I love you, 
and both of you are 10 times the 
activist I will ever be, but you are 
half as active as you used to be. 
Parenting and activism are like 
baby oil and bath water — they 
don't mix. 

Parenting is about compro- 
mise and consumerism. Com- 
promising your health (and 
ours), compromising your diet 
and compromising your time — 
you know the free time you used 
to have to be active. 

Consume, consume. I've seen 
"Earth Mamas" use diapers and 
buy cars; I've seen vegan moms 
eat eggs. And if it isn't mom and 
pop buying more plastic, 
techno-junk, then it's grandma 
and grandpa or loving Uncle/ 
Auntie, or... 

The biggest problem I had with 


the whole tabloid was that it failed 
to offer alternatives to breeding 
or even suggestions for those who 
choose to reproduce. The tone of 
it j ust says that it is okay to breed — 
no problems, no consequences. I 
would suggest that would-be par- 
ents try teaching, baby-sitting, 
lifeguarding, school bus driving, 
or even midwifery before/instead 
of having kids. There are plenty of 
opportunities to spend time with 
the little "hopes for the future." 

Instead of offering suggestions 
for parents, we were berated and 
talked down to like their little 
darlings, "Practice birth control," 
"Adopt a parentless child," "Be- 
come celibate," "Volunteer at a 
kids camp," "Offer to watch chil- 
dren so parents can. ..(fill in the 
blank)." These statements are in- 
sulting and scapegoating. You de- 
cided to have a kid — preach to 
them, and watch them yourself. 
Take responsibility for your own 
actions, and stop pushing your 
values on the rest of us. 

Suggested reading (available 
from the EF! Journal): These Exit 
Times, If the Sheep Look Up, by 
John Brunner and The Population 
Bomb by Anne and Paul Ehrlich. 

EFlers make great parents, but 
parents make lousy EFlers. I'd 
gladly get snippped again if I 
thought it would help. 

— Jim Flynn 

Two authors respond: 

Oh, stop whining, PLEASE! You're 
worse than my two year old. 

I don't recall ever turning in a 
time sheet to you, Jim, describing 
the current state of my activism. 
Who are you to tell anyone they are 
not doing enough activism this 
month? And who are you to define 
activism? There are MANY forms of 
activism, not just that which get 
you in the limelight. For example, 
while you were up a tree becoming a 
"hero" last year, I was down below 
supporting you, until a cop threat- 
ened to blast pepper spray less than 
three feet from the face of my baby. 
So, maybe, I'll be at fewer direct 
actions for awhile. That doesn't 
mean I'm not active, but that my 
activism has changed, and that's 
OK. 

I personally find attending 
homebirths so that women can stay 
away from the techno-corporate 
medical establishment to be activ- 
ism. I missed the RRR, many 
campouts, and lots of parties be- 
cause of it. To me, it is as much 
activism as when I was setting up 
basecamps. So while you float down 
the Colorado River and judge me, 
worry about your own activism, and 
stop playing overseer to the rest of us! 

— Maternally Yours, Catia 

One thing parenting has taught us 
is that activism is not synonymous 
with civil disobedience, or with mak- 
ing headlines. An awful lot of activ- 
ism is carried on quietly, at a far 
deeper level, and is absolutely neces- 
sary if we really want to change the 
dominant paradigm that is allowing 
the earth to be so disrespected. In fact, 

I can think of few things more impor- 
tant than teaching the next genera- 
tion to respect the earth and question 
what passes for authority these days. 
My question to Jim is, if you consider 
people who teach in environmental 
awareness and/or environmen tal stud- 
ies programs to be activists, why do 
you have such a hard time seeing 
parents as activists? 


When Sarah was a few months 
old, someone asked me what being a 
mother was like. I told them, "It's 
like an action that never ends." The 
surprising thing is not that Catia 
and I have had to dramatically pull 
back from public activism, but that 
we are able to contribute to it at all! 
And after all, it won't be too long 
before our small children are older, 
and we'll be back out there again — 
and, oh Jim, by the way, we plan to 
kick your butt when we get there! 

— Karen W. 

Dear EF! J, 

Thanks for the parent articles! 
I'm 29 and about to have my 
first (and probably last) child. I 
never thought I'd have a kid, 
and was quite the anti-breeder. 
Let mfe qualify that — I was very 
aware that I personally would 
not have been prepared to have 
a kid and I was also aware of 
population issues. Anticipating 
this child has really expanded 
my mind to parenthood. 

Yes, there is a population prob- 
lem. Perhaps the worst part of 
that is the sheer volume of vio- 


lence, ignorance, materialism 
and blind egocentricity inherent 
in the majority of the popula- 
tion. But just because the major- 
ity is what it is doesn't mean that 
we shouldn't have children that 
we can teach to live in harmony 
with themselves and the Earth. 
If activists and other aware folks 
don't have kids and pass on that 
legacy, what will remain? Do 
you really think the majority 
will stop breeding and pursuing 
their violent, ignorant, materi- 
alistic and egocentric lifestyles? 
I find it so hard to believe (yet 
somehow knowing how self- 
righteous and all knowing in 
such a close minded way many 
EFiers are, maybe not so hard to 
believe!) that activists would be 
denigrating and alienating other 
activists for choosing to parent — 
it is such a negative and unpro- 
ductive avenue through which 
to channel your frustration with 
overpopulation. Why don't you 
go push pamphlets or teach 
courses ori birth control in 
China, Africa, India, America? 
Hand out condoms in high 
schools, in ghettos. Get my drift? 
Your fellow activists are aware 
of the problem already. We have 
a vision of our children being a 
part of the solution, unlike the 
majority. So back the fuck off. 

If conscientious people were to 
stop having children, then you 
might end up being the last gen- 
eration of eco-warriors, which 
would be hunky-dory for the pow- 
ers that be. Brave new world and 
all that. Or maybe you think you 


can fix it all you self — well right 
on, get busy! 

Look, if you really have a prob- 
lem with population control, try 
one of those pyramid scams be- 
fore you kill yourself, get two other 
people to kill themselves, who 
will each in turn get two more 
people to kill themselves before 
killing themselves... how’s that 
for direct action? 

Rest in Peace, 

— Julie Generic 

Dear Placenta for Brains, 

1 don't get this Birth First rave. 
Mothers don't feel supported?!! 
Isn't the support of 99 percent of 
the population enough? As a 
childless woman, I am happy to 
know children and can imagine 
the joys they bring to the lives of 
their parents. But I don't under- 
stand what mothers have to be 
victimized about when they get 
to pal around with the bezillion 
other women with children, get 
tax breaks, get dough and other 
goodies from the grandparents 
and society, get someone to (pre- 
sumably) take care of them when 
they get old, etc. So, some 
Earth Firstlers take issue with 
creating offspring. BFDH 
Since when have other 
people's opinions mattered. 

The isolation and non-sup- 
port expressed by contribu- 
tors to the Birth First! insert 
is inherent to life. Because I 
don't have children, I feel 
excluded from most activi- 
ties with women my age. I 
try not to whine about it. 
Could you mamas do us the 
same favor? You can do river 
trips when the kids are 
grown! I'll do birth story ar- 
ticles in my next lifetime! 

I love the EF!er and other 
kiddoes that enrich my life. They 
keep us all youthful and shine a 
beacon of hope into the future. I 
also respect mothers (and fathers) 
for their efforts to raise respon- 
sible children, but wish they /we 
would come down off the collec- 
tive high horse and acknowledge 
that we're all doing the best we 
can. Maybe EF! mamas would feel 
a little less defensive if they ad- 
mitted that maybe they're not the 
killer activists they used to be 
(what with all the stuff that 
childrearing requires of our time, 
money, resources, energy) and get 
on with raising kids to be good 
little activists. It’s a righteous job, 
and somebody's got to do it! You 
chose it, right? 

I appreciate your issues sisters, 
but can we please stay focused on 
the subject that brings us all 
together. ..the Earth? There are 
numerous support groups, publi- 
cations, etc. having to do with 
mothering. In the Earth First! 
community, it's about "fero- 
ciously protecting and defending" 
mama Earth, not humans. Catia 
Juliana infers that mothers need 
this kind of attention from their 
tribe. Maybe. But perhaps mamas 
should also be asking themselves 
a little more what THEY are doing 
to ferociously defend and protect 
the earth for their children's fu- 
ture. Hopefully, we all give our- 
selves an "E" for effort. 

Mama love and bear hugs to 
ALL Earth Firstiers, young and old, 
mothers, fathers and refrainers. 
Keep the mission on track, y'all. 

— UNSIGNED 
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Those willing to risk physical harm or personal liberty 
to right wrongs and confront us with a moral chal- 
lenge deserve a fair hearing before they are incar- 
cerated and we turn away indifferently. This book 
allows these storytellers to pose their questions. 

-Bron Taylor, Earth First! and Global Narratives of 
Popular Ecological Resistance 


Book Review By TK 

Within the last decade several books purporting to describe the "radical 
environmental movement" have made their way into university classrooms 
and mainstream bookstores. Their portrayals of Earth First! and of the political 
history and common social philosophy underlying the movement's commit- 
ment to action are not always accurate, sympathetic or even enlightening. 
However, Taylor's intimate knowledge of both the issues and the actors means 
this thoughtfully compiled volume is all of the above. 

By conceptualizing the book as a global overview of "ecological resistance 
movements" (a phrase he credits to Jasper Carlton), Taylor allowed contribut- 
ing authors to examine the unique goals and tactics of spontaneous, typically 
local, grassroots organizing efforts where the common concern is popularly 
perceived as an "environmental" issue. This is not to say all the case studies 
suggest such movements demonstrate singular outlooks in terms of their 
philosophical or political expressions. Quite the contrary, the authors in this 
compilation are familiar enough with the general themes at issue to address 
how they differ, as well as how they are alike. 

In a chapter entitled "With Liberty and Environmental Justice for All," Bob 
Edwards, a sociologist at Catholic University, starts by pointing out the salient 
fact that, "Across the nation, low-income people are more likely to suffer poor 
health and quality of life due to environmental degradation." He presents a well 
articulated history of the struggles these affected populations in the US have 
had in trying to define their communities' interests within the radical environ- 
mental movement. 

In "Bread and Soil of Our Dreams," Lois Ann Lorentzen, a professor of Social 
Ethics at the University of San Francisco, looks at the role of women in the 
grassroots environmental movements of Central America. Her case studies are 
interesting and compelling as she illustrates the realities of women's lives from 
their perspectives and often in their own words. Lorentzen's major point is 
summarized in her observation that "the central issue for peasant women 
environmental activists is survival. Concern for the land is linked with survival 
for humans — nature is not viewed as a separate space but as home." 

This "anthropocentric" attitude is reported as common among non-Western 
environmental activists and at first glance appears in stark contrast to the eco- 
centric views that inspire much of the vision of radical environmentalism in the 
West. However, the actual case studies point to the fact that many who live in 
small-scale rural communities have yet to suffer the physical and emotional 
detachment from nature those of us living in post-industrial civilizations have. 
While all the movements discussed in this volume share a commitment to 
protecting and preserving what could be generally referred to as "the com- 
mons," this book demonstrates how the rationale for doing so expressed by the 
subjects will vary across the globe. 

Taylor's colleague at the University of Wisconsin, A1 Gedicks, begins by 
stating his opinions in no uncertain terms. "Over the past three decades, 
multinational corporations and development-oriented governments have waged 
resource wars against native peoples." Gedicks' chapter recounts four specific 
battles while examining how in each case, an issue-oriented resistance cam- 
paign helped develop and channel the nascent political power of native 
peoples. The best and most detailed discussion is on Hydro Quebec's incredibly 
odious dam project planned for James Bay in northern Quebec, Canada. Earth 
Firstlers familiar with this campaign will still learn something by reading 
Gedicks’ account of the valiant and effective opposition mounted by the Cree 
and Inuit inhabitants of that bioregion aided by a coalition of Native Americans 
and non-native environmentalists. He also offers very interesting accounts of 
native resistance efforts in Malaysia, Ecuador and Wisconsin. 

Vikram Akula's chapter, "Grassroots Environmental Resistance in India," is a 
well-researched article focusing on the effects of industrialization on rural 
populations in India. Akula writes from the perspective of a Yale-trained social 
scientist and native community activist. His discussion of the history and 
philosophy of the Appiko and 
Chipko movements is particu- 
larly informative. YashTandon's 
article on ecological resistance 
movements in southern Africa 
is an exceptional example of 
how compelling a combination 
of spiritual and scholarly argu- 
ments can be. His discussion on 
the cumulative effects the evils 
of colonialism and capitalism 
have had, socially and environ- 
mentally, on native Africans 


must be one of the best treatments this subject has yet received. 

Part four of the book contains three essays on radical environmentalism in 
Europe. David Rothenburg looks at the state of affairs in Norway, home of Arne 
Naess and constant target of Paul Watson's Sea Shepherd Society. Rothenburg 
discusses inherent contradictions within the philosophy of deep ecology, 
exemplified by Norway's "cultural tradition" argument justifying whale hunt- 
ing. The other two articles address ecological resistance in the UK. Wolfgang 
Rudig offers a well-written, in-depth discussion of the history and class 
dimensions of direct action activism in Britain, beginning with "commoners" 
monkeywrenching in the mid-eighteen hundreds to protest the privatization 
of the commons! The article about radicals in Scotland (obviously written by 
radicals from Scotland) was very interesting because of its peculiar nationalistic, 
tribal tone and the unique arguments it presents on behalf of the movement there. 

The final section, "Concluding Reflections on the Global Emergence of 
Popular Ecological Resistance," offers five fascinating chapters dealing with the 
theory and practice of ecological resistance. It begins with a scathing critique 
of deep ecology written by another colleague of T aylor at Wisconsin, Jerry Stark. 
Even though the reader may find this chapter infuriating, its inclusion should 
be commended. Professor Stark argues the radical philosophies of movements 
such as Earth First! are essentially derived from post-modernist critiques of 
knowledge and science. In his attempt to deconstruct the credibility of 
deconstructionists, he presents a purely intellectual argument, demonstrating 
quite profoundly his inability to grasp some of the most significant, albeit 
subtle, aspects of ecological resistance movements. Reading this chapter gives 
one the distinct impression that Dr. Stark finds it easy to dismiss the deep 
ecology perspective as being socially impractical and theoretically inconsistent 
because he has probably spent his whole life indoors studying it from books. 

Many of the authors Taylor invited to contribute to this volume paid 
attention to the "spiritual" dimension of ecological resistance movements — 

something that is totally lost on 
Stark. In the next article, University 
of Pennsylvania political science 
professor Daniel Duedney goes spe- 
cifically, "In Search of Gaian Poli- 
tics: Earth Religion's Challenge to 
Modern Western Civilization" 
which opens with the declaration, 
"Earth Religion and its associated 
political activism is relentlessly, 
deeply and loudly radical. It chal- 
lenges the status quo in very funda- 
mental and far-reaching ways... un- 
like any other previously raised in 
the West." 

Duedney's use of the term "reli- 
gion" here may be slightly mislead- 
ing. What he is actually referring to 
is an emerging metaphysical foun- 
dation. He thoughtfully discusses 
the evolving eco-centric beliefs on 
which the actions of the ecological resistance movements in the west are based 
and contrasts them with mainstream society's world view. This article includes 
some very insightful commentary on the concepts of bioregionalism and 
ecofeminism, but part of his thesis compares Earth Firstlers to reactionary 
Christian fundamentalists in an unfair and not very logical oversimplifica- 
tion of our position. 

Paul Wapner's chapter on Greenpeace, "In Defense of Banner Hangers," 
accomplishes his stated objective by focusing on how successful the group 
has been at forcing the media to report on environmental issues. He argues 
Greenpeace-style direct action campaigns are one of the most important 
tools in the toolbox, and he makes a great case. The book's final chapter by 
Bron Taylor summarizes the intent of this volume: to depict how the radical 
agendas of ecological resistance movements are unified by their common 
perceptions of predicament, of causes and of prescriptions. 

I imagine the scholars who contributed to this book are considered radical 
in their own intellectual and academic circles for appraising the Earth First! 
position as coherent and cogent political theory. Most individuals en- 
sconced in ivory towers will only observe those ecowarriors on the frontlines 
of resistance movements from a distance, which distorts their perspective. 
These authors have looked at the real people involved and honestly exam- 
ined their convic- 
tions. They under- 
stand the view from 
the trenches, making 
this book a very im- 
portant contribution 
to the narrative for the 
wild. 

Ecological Resis- 
tance Movements is 
available through the 
Earth First! Journal. 
Use the order form on 
page 33. 



Call For Submissions 

Hey you, egghead, professional scientist/scholar who reads the EF! 
Journal... There are people out here just dying to hear what you have to say, 
so we can rip it apart in shit for brains., no, really. Please submit your book 
reviews, scholarly rants, position statements, good ideas, interesting 
scientific essays, kudos for frontline activists, criticisms of the government 
agencies, corporations or universities you work for (use a clever pseud- 
onym and offer tips on how access their Achilles heel) and always include 
some well-articulated advice for action, we (the Earth), could all use it. 

OK, SO... Join in the fun here in the Joinal! This is your formal invitation 
to make your contribution to "the narrative for the wild"-right here! 

The War of Words is Hell in a Post-Modern World.. .Viva la EF! Journal 
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Dam Cynicism, Dam Hope 

continued from page 1 

Has the Interior Secretary realized the environmental and social catastrophe 
brought on by federal water projects? Will we soon see the dismantling of all 
the dams that have destroyed or are threatening countless species in riparian 
areas? Dare we allow ourselves to hope? 

Some of us remember when former Interior Secretary Don Hodel suggested in 
the late '80s the possibility of dismantling O'Shaugnessey Dam, the one that 
plugged Yosemite's Hetch-Hetchy Valley and broke John Muir's heart. At 
Hodel's photo opportunity (see EF!J, November 1, 1987), media-sawy activists 
presented him with an Earth First! t-shirt. We can sardonically note that 
nothing came of that in the following decade, reminding us of the lyrics of Ani 
DiFranco: "The system gives you just enough... To make you think that you see 
change... They'll sing you right to sleep... And then screw you just the same." 

Like Pavlov's dog salivating upon hearing the bell regardless of the absence 
of food, radical environmentalists have been trained by harsh experience to 
react cynically to politicians and their photo-ops and stump speeches. We're 
usually right when we smell a hidden agenda in them. Most people in the 
movement feel most comfortable expecting the worst. Hope dashed is even 
more painful than expected and ongoing loss. 

Certainly, there is little reason to trust Babbitt. He started out with some 
promise, attacking grazing subsidies and the 1872 Mining Act. He soon 
retreated, however, forced to by his own administration and a hostile Congress. 
He subsequently has presided over many of the worst environmental debacles 
of the Clinton administration, including the "Option 9" sell-out that resulted 
in logging 1 7 percent of the remaining old growth in the Pacific Northwest. He 
certainly did not curb the devastation brought on by the super-ax-hacker 
"salvage" rider. Perhaps worst of all, Babbitt has championed (not just acqui- 
esced to), the Habitat Conservation Plans (HCPs) in their "no surprises" version. 
Such HCPs punch a bulldozer-sized loophole through the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA), empowering private property owners to kill (or "take" in the Orwellian 
doublespeak of today's resource law) numerous threatened and endangered 
species. The no surprises clause lawlessly obliterates the ESA's requirement that 
endangered species decisions be based on the best available science. 

Of course, Babbitt is only one bureaucrat and much of what has transpired 
under this administration cannot be laid at his feet. At one time, he was one of 
the strongest voices challenging corporate domination in American politics. It 
is possible (although we vehemently disagree) for a reasonable person, recog- 
nizing the need for quick action, to believe that HCPs, even with a no surprises 
clause, would do more good than harm. 

And certainly a fair-minded analysis will recognize the power of Senator Slade 
Gorton (R-WA) who controls the budget of the Department of Interior. Gorton 
is doing all he can to prevent allocation of funds for the dismantling of the 
Elwha dams in his home state. Indeed, he is holding hostage the project and the 
river until Babbitt coughs up the ransom: that all future dam removal would 
require Congressional approval. With a hostile Congress in place and the 
additional red tape such approval would demand, his agenda will chill further 
efforts to overturn the dam culture. 

Perhaps Babbitt will persist with his objective to review and dismantle bad 
dams. His record, however, does not inspire confidence. He once stood strongly 
against drilling in the National Arctic Wildlife Refuge, but in early August 
announced exploratory drilling there. He chastised the Park Service for killing 
the buffalo in Yellowstone but did not stop the slaughter or secure safe haven 
throughout their range. He has made a concerted effort and some progress 
toward restoring the Everglades, but these efforts now appear stalled. He 

believes in and has taken 
heat for supporting a more 
positive approach to wild- 
fires and prescribed burns 
and has supported the re- 
duction of cars from many 
National Parks, but he has 
not succeeded in transform- 
ing the cultures of the foot- 
dragging agencies charged 
with implementing such 
changes. He supports the 
ESA (in theory) and even 
strongly attacks Republican 
adversaries of it. However, 
his desire to show that his 
implementation of the ESA 
is sound has led him to a 
legally and scientifically unsound de-listing of some 29 endangered species. 

Equally damaging, his various resource agencies continue to stonewall the 
ESA by refusing to list other eligible species. Repeatedly, US courts have ruled 
that these agencies, including the US Fish and Wildlife Service, have broken the 
law by denying protection to imperiled species. Fortunately, the extent to 
which Babbitt is handcuffed by forces beyond his control should not unduly 
affect our hopes of dam dismantlement. 

There are powerful economic interests behind the idea. People like to eat fish, 
and there are powerful economic interests involved in satisfying that growing 
desire. Both fisherman and fish eaters vote. Angling is the most popular form 
of recreation among Americans, with 43 percent dropping a line sometime 
during '98. Fish have a constituency. Politicians need one. Perhaps such 
pressures help explain why Babbitt now acknowledges that, "Roughly one-third 
of all fish, two-thirds of all crayfish and three-quarters of the bivalve freshwater 
mussels in America are now rare or threatened with extinction." 




Though T.S. Eliot considered April to be the crudest month, this 
year it brought a real treat from England: the long-awaited issue #7 of 
Do or Die — Voices from Earth First! (DoD), a whopping 164 pages of 
direct action, resistance, theory, critique, sabotage and subversion. 
"Bogsnorkelling in the political swamp since 1992, "DoD has evolved 
from a poorly photocopied rat-a-tat rag (with a lot of charm!) to a sleek 
but not slick, eminently readable, thought-provoking and brilliant pub- 
lication. It fills a niche in the British EF! movement, which lacks an 
equivalent of the EF! Journal, as the EF! Action Update is only four pages and 
restricted to what the name implies action news and updates. The quality 
of #7 is evident in the layout and design, and substantiated in the length 
and topics of the articles. However, what has been sacrificed is some of the 
"Fuck You ha, ha, ha," vibe displayed in previous editions; this may suit 
some and disappoint others. 

DoD #7 is divided into three sections. The first, "These Islands," includes 
articles on activism in the UK; the stormy relationship between direct action 
and video; animal antics; tree houses of the world; an excellent piece on 
industrial agriculture titled "Armageddon"; hints on how to fuck up the oil 
meager-machine; an expose of the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), aka 
the World Wide Fraud; and a sweeping analysis of the anti-roads movement, 
past and future. 

In the following section called "Other Islands," there are first-hand 
reports on a squatted village in Spain; the Brazilian landless peasants 
movement known as Movimento Sem Terra (which Chomsky described as 
the world's most important social movement, for all you Chomsky freaks 
out there); the Zapatista struggle in Chiapas; direct action in Ireland and 
Australia; the Thanksgiving police riot against Native Americans in Ply- 
mouth; and a global roundup of news. In "Odds and Sods," the reader can 
find book reviews; prisoner listings and contacts (the Limeys do a much 
better job of prisoner support than we do, and it would behoove us to follow 
their act); a comprehensive listing of over 65 alternative publications; 
letters to the editor; and two pages of UK and international contacts. 

The next DoD is scheduled to come out next April, though it has a 
publication schedule as unpredictable as LiveWild Or Die. So, if you want to 
contribute to the next DoD and save the editorial collective from being 
driven to despair and excessive drinking, please submit material by the next 
deadline of November 5. To subscribe for four issues, send the collective the 
equivalent of £10, which is a bargain and a steal, to the DoD editorial 
collective at POB 2971, Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2TT, UK. Back issues #5 
and #6 are available for £2.50 post-paid, and bulk orders can be arranged. 


It is now well known, of course, that many fish species are decimated by dams 
and that "mitigation" (from fish ladders to barge-transportation) has failed to 
stabilize their populations. Given this growing public recognition, we cannot 
resist feeling some hope. A small voice is crying out from the wilderness saying, 
"Take heart! Every breakthrough begins with a crack!" Indeed, in 1981, Earth 
Firstiers unfurled a huge plastic crack down the face of the Glen Canyon Dam. 
Those activists probably never thought the Secretary of the Interior would be, 
with apparent passion, agreeing with them 1 7 years later. 

So despite the bitter experiences of ongoing losses, we see encouraging signs 
in Babbitt's latest speech. Politicians are finally recognizing that ordinary 
people care about ecological integrity and certainly about fisheries. Politicians 
and the people themselves have learned a lot about how dams threaten both of 
these values. Politicians increasingly recognize that there may be negative 
political consequences for them if they ignore such facts. For these changes, 
radical environmentalism can proudly take some credit, perhaps even a lion's 
share. After 15 years of anti-dam activism, the government is finally beginning 
to admit that dams, the cornerstone of its water policies, are often ill-advised. 

We may have failed to win the scientific and moral debates rapidly enough 
to save many fish and other species imperiled by dams, logging and the rest. But 
when your adversaries begin talking as you think, then celebrate — at least a 
little! We're increasingly gaining a rhetorical advantage and gaining leverage to 
shame policy makers and agency personnel into doing the right thing. 

A good starting point would be to take out the Glen Canyon Dam while initiating 
a comprehensive ecological review of all dams. The logic of Babbitt's recent 
statements calls for such an evaluation. Babbitt seems to understand the impor- 
tance and scale of the task at hand. Referring to the 75,000 dams choking the rivers 
of this country, he urged his ecologist audience: "Think about that number. That 
means we have been building, on average, one large dam a day, every single day, 
since the Declaration of Independence. Many of these dams have become monu- 
ments, expected to last forever. You could say forever just got a lot shorter." 

As we tip our glasses, enjoying how we are contributing to seismic shifts in 
public opinion, we wonder out loud, "How can we intensify the pressure so as to 
accelerate this process?" To a significant extent, we're winning the educational 
battle. It's time we strategize how to take our long-term struggle to dismantle 
destructive dams to the next level. 
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H EALI NC C LOBAL WOUN D$ 

Mothers and Grandmother's Gathering, Cactus Springs, 
NV — October 6-8 

The focus of this gathering is to share what is happening to our children and 
the Earth and challenge ourselves to speak out about it by organizing a mother's 
voice. It is in preparation for the 1999 Healing Global Wounds Mother's Day 
Action to shut down the Nevada Nuclear Test Site on Western Shoshone Lands. 
For more info contact Susi at 5007 Elmhurst Ln., Las Vegas, NV 89108; (702) 
647-3095; troy@shundahai.org. 

Fall Gatherng — October 9-12 

This is a gathering for environmental and Native activists that will focus 
largely on Spring planning and shutting the test site down. Contact Healing 
Global Wounds at 6060A Freedom Blvd., Aptos, CA 95003-9594; (408) 661- 
0445; hgw@scruznet.com 


Jerico '98 — Amnesty and Freedom 
for All Political Prisoners 

October 22 in a city near you 


Commitment to Cross 

November 22, Army School of the Americas, 
Ft. Benning, GA 

On November 16, 1997, 601 people crossed the line onto the Army base 
to say no to the School that has trained 60,000 Latin American soldiers. 
These soldiers have consistently returned to their countries to rape, 
torture and intimidate those working for the rights of the poor. 

On November 22, 1998, nuns, priests, veterans, students and children 
once again, will walk together in a solemn funeral procession onto Ft. 
Benning. Together we will honor and speak for our sisters and brothers 
who have vanished at the hands of the School's graduates. Don't let the 
truth be silenced. For more info contact the SOA Watch at 1 719 Irving St. 
NW, Washington, DC 20010. 


This is a day to protest police brutality and to bring forth a powerful, 
visible, national demonstration against police abuses and the criminalization 
of a generation. For questions or more info on locations, contact the 
October 22 Coalition, c/o KHL Inc., 160 First Ave., Box 124, NY, NY; (212) 
822-8596; www.unstoppable.com/22 


October is End Corporate Dominance Month 

Let's take our feelings about the destruction of the Earth home to the 
corporations. Rally, march, blockade, rage and wrench. Send re- 
ports, articles and photos of your work to the EF! Journal. 

Remember, every night is £ ARTH MIGHT? Co get 'em 


1 


Free! Solutions to 50 
Home Composting Dilemmas 

All you ever needed to know about composting — 50 Solutions to Home Composting 
Dilemmas was compiled from Mary Tynes who teaches a course on the subject and 
hosts the Master Composter Web site. For a free copy send a SASE to 3941 Legacy Dr. 
#204-197-B, Plano, TX 75023 or check out www..mastercomposter.com. 


the Depavers 

EC0"RQCK YOU, 

"Have a Global Warming Day" 
-title cut as heard on NPR. 
Featuring Jan and Spring 
Lundberg on vocals. Gettheir 
1 3-song first album, 
oncassette for $1 2, from 
Alliance for a Paving Moratorium 
P.O. Box 4347, Areata, 
Humboldt, Calif. 9551 B USA 


Earth Sensitive 
Products 

Be independent. Work for yourself. 
Rated# 1 home-based business. Focus 

ON HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT. No 
INVENTORY, NO DELIVERIES. UNLIMITED 
INCOME POTENTIAL. 1-80029 3" 
2741, ext. 8202. 


Paper or Plastic? 
Cloth or Disposable? 
Mow. ..or Let It Grow? 



A re you trying to live a more balanced life — one that reflects wise 
and conscious environmental choices? Struggling with how to 
eat healthier foods and avoid harmful chemicals? Trying to figure out 
how your actions and those of others affect the entire ecosystem? 

Then look to E/The Environmental Magazine — 
your guide to informed environmental decisions . 

Every issue of E is jam-packed with a wide variety of environmental 
topics and will provide you wilh loads of information and ideas for 
living more in harmony wilh the Earth. 

“Where have I been to miss such an outstanding publication?” 

— Dean Whitehead, West Hollywood, CA 



It's not easy 
being green, 
but help is 
on the way! 


SEND FOR A FREE TRIAL ISSUE TODAY! 


0 Send me my FREE 

LJ M. mIa • (rial issue of E/The 

Environmental Magazine. If I like it, I can name 
subscribe for one year (6 issues) for only 

$19.95. If not. I'll just return the subscrip- — 

lion invoice marked “cancel” and return it 

to you. The FREE issue is mine to keep 

with no cost or obligation to me. city.state.zip 

K Magazine, P.O. Box 2047, Marion, OH 43305 

For Faster Service Call 1-800-967-6572! 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY. STATE. ZIP 

AS983F 


Ranted: 


Video, film, slides & photo- 
graphs of the 'Ole Warner Creek 
Days from the arson in October 
'91 through the blockade to the 
jail break in August '96. We would 
like to view and possibly include 
them in a feature length film on 
Warner Creek being created for 
theatrical release. We need origi- 
nals on Beta, 3/4", VHSC or VHS 
(returned under contract). Please 
contact Pickaxe Productions, Hole 
506, 1430 Willamette St., Eugene, 
OR 97401-4073. 


CULTURF. AND ANIMALS FOUNDATION 
13th Annual 

Compass ion atu Livinc; Festival 
October 2-4, 1998 R At, men, NC 

^ Honoring England's ''McLibel 2" 
(Dave Morris/Helen Steel) 

^ With inspiring, informative presenta- 
tions on vegetarianism, feminism, 
direct action, vivisection, Gandiji, 
deep ethology, theology and... dogs! 

^ Plus gourmet vegan meals! 

For more information write or call: 

TOM REGAN 

CULTURE AND ANIMALS FOUNDATION 

3509 Eden Croft Drive 

RALEIGH, NC 276 t 2 CA1 : 

TEL (919) 782-3739/FAX (919)782-6464 


Jabiluka Video Now Available 

Keith Armstrong of Queensland Jabiluka Action Group recently an- 
nounced his latest film, "Interstate Ferals for the Planet — 3 Weeks at the 
Jabiluka Blockade. "The half-hour video aims to show what life at the 
blockade is like and encourages people to become active with the cam- 
paign. It uses a range of historic footage portraying some of the major 
worldwide incidents of nuclear contamination and disaster. 

The video is available for $15 per copy. If you are interested please send 
an email to k.armstrong@qut.edu.au, or write to Keith at 18 Agars St, 
Rosalie Qld, 4064 or tel. 07 3876 2304 (H) or 0412 749 729 (Mob). 


Calling All 
Activist Mothers 

Currently, I am compiling a book 
ENTITLED "WOMEN RAISING CHIL- 
DREN, Women Raising Revolu- 
tion. Stories of Activist Moth- 
ers." I AM SEEKINC STORIES, POETRY, 
RANTS, RAVES, ARTWORK, ETC., FROM 
WOMEN ABOUT THE REALITIES OF 
BALANCING THE ART OF MOTHER- 
HOOD AND THE DEMANDS OF ACTIV- 
ISM. Along with your submis- 
sions, I NEED YOUR ADDRESS AND 
PHONE, A BRIEF BIO AND A PICTURE 
OF YOU AND YOUR KIDS. SEND AR- 
TICLES asap. Please help spread the 
WORD TO OTHER ACTIVIST MOTHERS. 

Send to Mother Stories, c/o 
Olivia Lim, POB 1 485, Ashville, 
NC 28802. 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

Use the form on page 34 


the Nuclear 
Resister 


information about 
& support for 
imprisoned 
anti-nuclear & 
anti-war activists 


• Action reports & future actions • 
Prisoner support info • International 
resistance news • Writings from jail • 
A network for nonviolent direct action 


$ 15/year 

(US$20 Canada, US$25 overseas) 

ASK FOR A FREE SAMPLE ISSUE 


POB 43383, Tucson, AZ 85733 USA 
nukeresister@igc.org 















With Lots to Do Everywhere 


Dissecting the ADC 


September 25 - 27 , Oracle, Arizona (Biosphere 2 ) 

Join in the Sonoran Desert for three days of panels, slides, videos and 
informative discussions on the past and present of the Animal Damage 
Control. For registration info, costs and complete schedules, contact the 
Wildlife Damage Review at POB 85218, Tucson, AZ 85754; (520) 884-0883; 
wdr@azstarnet.com 

War Resisters League’s 
75th Annual Conference 

October 16-18, Camp Letts, Annapolis, MD 

Don't miss this opportunity to visit the heart of the military indus- 
trial COMPLEX AND SPREAD THE SHADOW OF PEACE OVER THE PENTAGON. FOR 

DETAILS CONTACT THE WRL AT 339 LAFAYETTE STREET, NEW YORK, NY 
10012; (2120 228-0450; 228-6193 (fax); wrl@igc.apc.org. Join in for 
A Day Without the Pentagon on October 19 in Washington, DC. 


ACTION ALERT: Official Communique from the 
Bioregional Throwers Union 

"More damage can be done with a pie than a musket." — Karl Hess 
Where have all the pie throwers gone? Pies and guts; get them on 'um! Brave 
pie warrior A1 Decker got Charles Hurwitz, Delyla Wilson "gutted" four foul 
politicians in incredible quadruple "bagging." Two brave warriors have 
spoken! Eons ago yer humble writer once pied Bob Dole. We know there are 
more warriors of the pie out there. We issue the gauntlet of challenge. Join the 
Bioregional Throwers Union! Put your bioregion on the map! All you need to 
do is "bag" (using pies or any other suitable fluids.) Don't be shy, graduate from 
the Aaron Kay college of Pie Throwing. Join in with all the fun had at this years 
RRR. Piss off really important people in the movement. Win a free pie of your 
choice at the '99 RRR from the pie-baking mobile kitchen, Delyla's Delights. 
Sing "Apple Pie" with Danny and Robert. Step up to the plate, don't let your 
bioregion look like a bunch of old and in the way liberal fuddy duddies. Throw 
a pie or join the Sierra Club! Remember, just bag 'um baby! 
Agent Wyrd, 

BTU 


Green Mountain Forest Watch 
Seeks Executive Director 


Green Mountain Forest Watch, a grassroots environmental organization that 
leads the opposition to logging and road building on public lands in Vermont, 
seeks a new executive director. The candidate should have experience in the 
forest movement, possess excellent writing and computer skills, be fearless in 
the face of criticism from the power structure and have the ability to think 
strategically. The candidate's outrage should be leavened with humor. Proven 
ability in fund-raising and dealing with foundations is preferred. Salary mid-to- 
high $20s depending on experience. Equal opportunity employer. Position 
open until filled. Please send resume and cover letter to Steve Saltonstall, POB 
340, Manchester Village, Vermont 05254. 



Un-natural Menstruation !! 


T oxic Shock 
Dioxins 


Artificial Fragrances 
Millions of T ons of Garbage 


Just some of the "benefits" offered to Women by the trans-national 
makers of Disposable pads. There are health and planet Positive 
alternatives; Many Moons is proud to offer Women: 


c 


A. 



Washable Pad 
with "wings" 


100 % Cotton UJoshoble Menstrual Pods/Pontyliners 
The “Keeper* Natural Gum Rubber Menstrual Cup 
Non-chlorine bleached single use products 


Free brochure - Call Toll-Free 1-800-916-4444 (24hr/day) 


Many Moons 

Box 59, 15 -1594 Fairfield Rd 

Victoria, BC, Canada, V8S 1 GO (we ship worldwide) 


Menstrual Cup ^ \ ^ 



Bking Back the 
Buffalo Roadshow 

Sixty-million buffalo once roamed 
North America. Today the last 1,500 
wild buffalo hold out in Yellowstone 
through harsh winters and Montana's 
state sanctioned slaughter of buffalo 
who leave the park. A grassroots coali- 
tion of Native American and non- 
native environmentalists with the 
group Buffalo Nations worked all last 
winter to stop the senseless slaughter. 
Come find out what you can do to 
protect the Yellowstone buffalo and 
hear music inspired by all that is wild 
with songs by Timothy Hull. 
•Sept 15 — Bellingham, WA 
•Sept 16 — Cyber Cafe, Clinton, 
Whidbey Island, WA 
•Sept 17 — Cascadia Forest Revue, 
Portland, OR 503/241-4879 
•Sept 18 — Olympia, WA 
•Sept 19 — Reed College, Portland, OR 
•Sept 2 — Corvallis, OR 
•Sept 25 — Areata, CA 
•Sept 2 — Recreation Center, 
Mendocino, CA 
•Sept 2 — Heartwood 

If you or your group can help pub- 
licize an event, please call! For more 
info contact (360) 341-4601 or (503) 
24 1-48 79; tinker@whidbey.com. 


Biocentric anarchists, 

TROUBLE MAKERS, LUDDITES, 
PRIMITIVISTS, BIOCENTRIC 
PHILOSOPHERS AND DEVIANTS! 


There is a new biocentric anarchist 
quarterly coming out called FERAL 
dedicated to expanding biocentric 
theory and practice. This is for every- 
one who believes in wildness, freedom, 
wilderness and animal defense or any- 
one who is into independent thought, 
pushing the boundaries of creative dia- 
logue. The first issue will be released 
winter of 1998. We are presently ask- 
ing for submissions, donations, con- 
tacts and help with distribution. Please 
contact us for a mission statement, 
submission requirements, merchandise 
list or deadlines and themes for future 
issues. 

Send requests and donations to 
FERAL, 530 Divisadero, Suite 321, 
San Francisco, CA 94117; 
highwater@hotmail.com. 


Buffalo EIS Open Houses 


•Sept. 23 — San Francisco, Palace Hotel 
•Sept. 29 — Austin, TX, Holiday Inn 
South 

•October 6 — Minneapolis, MN, 
Thunderbird Hotel 


Poo-Ha-Bah Healing Center 

Corbin Harney, Western Shoshone Elder and spiritual leader, has worked 
to establish a traditional Native Healing Center for many years. After 
researching hot springs in the West, he has chosen a site in Tecopa, CA, for 
the healing center. A down payment of $50,000 needs to be met by November 
15, in order to make this happen. Thank you for your willingness to help. 
Contact Julia at 5007 Elmhurst St., Las Vegas, NV 89108; (702) 647-3095. 


WHY PAY RENT, OR MAKE 
MORTGAGE PAYMENTS, WHEN 
YOU CAN LIVE RENT-FREE? 

The Caretaker Gazette contains property 
caretakbiB/housesitttis openings, advice and in- 
formation for property caretakers, housesitters 
6 landowners. Published since 1 983, subscribers 
receive 900+ property caretaking opportunities 
each year, worldwide. Some estate management 
positions start at 950,000/yr + benefits. Sub- 
scriptions: $27/yr. The Caretaker Gazette, PO Box 
5887-ff, Carefree, AZ 85377. (602) 480-1970. 
http://www.angelflra.com/wa/caretaker 



brings It all together. 

For 25 yrs Alternatives 
has brought together 
community activists, 
and researchers to 
discuss environmental 
issues with all their 
social, political and economic components. 

Subscribe today! 

Please send your name, address, with a cheque to: 
Alternatives Journal , c/o Environmental Studies 
U of Waterloo, Waterloo, ON, Can., N2L 3G1 
Call (5 1 9) 888-4545 to order by credit card 
/ year foreign $34 (US) 




CONCERNED \ ‘ / 
SINGLES “ 
NEWSLETTER 


links compatible, 
socially conscious 
singles who care 
about the earth, 
the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide • All ages • Since 1994 
Free Sample: Write Box 444-EF, 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242; 
call (413) 445-6309; 

or browse http://wrww.concemedslngles.com 


Fantastic 
Phone Savings! 

from 



Long Distance 


Affinity Long Distance 
guarantees a rate reduction 
on your phone bill. Plus, 
Affinity will give 5% of your 
bill to the EF! Journal', 
a gift that keeps on giving. 
To sign up, contact Steve at 
Affinity, 2631 Regent St., 
Berkeley, CA 94704-3314 
(510) 644-2778 
0RG# 6710500-000 • REP# 141-0142-85 
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L On days when she broods in her eloudeast 
I’piJgriins cry for her to show herself. 

Some have died in their search for her vastness, 
as have died on the flanks of many mountains, 
seeking the high places. I Pi 
She is the Weathermakcr. 


^ She is the Crown of the Continent: 
^Jnone approach her but in awe. 

She is elemental, ice and rock, 
snow and wind. Those who climb her 
*1 * rc breathless with her magnitude. 

I From her summit they gaze in wonder 
J^ lX *^ c tln gl c of her mighty ramparts, 
the shoulders of her sisters and brothers, 
their snowy heads, their howling wind souls 

*\*y 

Spine of the land thrust up 
' b Y the grinding of continents, you signify 
f'thc might of the planet. You glow 
I ^*ke a lamp in the arctic summer. 
f Even in winter night do you shine. 

You arc never dark. 


You arc not my most loved mountain, 
not favorite, not most familur. 


imam 
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ELAHO VALLEY 

TREELINES DIMINISH BEYOND THE ROADWAY 
UP AND DOWN, DEATH SMELLS LIKE DESTRUCTION 
AND NOW I KNOW WHAT RAPE LOOKS LIKE. 

ABOVE THE CURVE OF THE ROAD 
LIES PRISTINE WILDERNESS. 

GREEN IS EVERYWHERE, SUCH JUXTAPOSITION 
WE MAKE WITH OUR 
COMMERCIALISED MURDER. 

STREAMS AND THE TREES. A LITTLE SNOW 
KEEPS US FROM WALKING TOO FAR. 

STANDING IN THE FACE OF IMMINENT DESTRUCTION. 

MAJESTY HOLDS HER HUMBLE HEAD. 

AGE MAKES ONE BEAUTIFUL, AND THIS TREE 
OF UNDETERMINED HUMAN YEARS IS SO BEAUTIFUL, LOOK AT 
HER, LOOK-ATHER. 

\ 

IT MAKES ME WEEP TO THINK OF 
POSSIBLE OUTCOMES. 

NADINE CAREW 
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BOOKS 


Concrete: Think Like a Mountain 

By Paul Chadwick. A full-color illustrated novel 
about a group of EFIers who contact Concrete (a 
mountaineer/writer trapped in a concrete body) to help 
with an old-growth campaign. A 6-issue comic book 
series compiled into a book about EF! history and 
philosophy. 160 pages— $17 

Road Raging: Top Tips for 
Wrecking Roadbuilding 

By Road Alert! Campaign organizing field manual 
with stories from British anti-roads campaigns. Dia- 
grams, sample flyers and forms, contacts, resources, 
appendicies. 220 pages — $12 

Anarchist Farm 

By Jane Doe. Fiction. 192 pages — $10 

The Big Outside 
A Descriptive Inventory of the Big 
Wilderness Areas of the United States 

By Dave Foreman & Howie Wolke. Maps, list of 
areas by size and state. 490 pages — $17 

Desert Solitaire 

A Season in the Wilderness 

By Edward Abbey. Nonfiction. 295 pages — $6 

EF! Direct Action Manual 

The antidote to despair! Over 150 pages on blockad- 
ing tactics, techniques and devices to defend the 
Earth. Diagrams, forms, graphics. 154 pages — $8 

Earth First! Songbook 

77 songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info — $10 

ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood. Extensively 
revised, expanded third edition. 350 pages — $18 

Ecological Resistance Movements: 
The Global Emergence of Radical and 
Popular Environmentalism 

Edited by Bron Taylor. 422 pages — $20 

The End of Nature 

By Bill McKibben. 226 pages— $12 

Green Rage 

Radical Environmentalism and the 
Unmaking of Civilization 

By Christopher Manes. 291 pages — $15 

Grizzly Years 

In Search of the American Wilderness 

By Doug Peacock. Photos. 375 pages — $13 

The Monkeywrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey. Fiction. 387 pages — $7 

Refuge. 

An Unnatural History of Family and Place 

By Terry Tempest Williams. 304 pages — $12 

A Sand County Almanac with Essays 
on Conservation from Round River 

By Aldo Leopold. Special edition. 295 pages — $10 

Think Like a Mountain 

Towards a Council of All Beings 

By John Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming, Arne 
Naess. Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. 128 pages— $10 

Waste of the West 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs. Encyclopedic overview of grazing. 
Contact list, statistics, over 1,000 photos, car- 
toons, graphics, charts, maps. 602 pages — $28 

Hey! You can also fulfill your musical 
fantasies through the EF! Journal ! 

Get Rosebud's 

I 


T-SHIRTS 

(All t-shirts are 100% cotton and 
available in medium, large and extra 
large. For XXL add an additional $3.) 

Eagle 

Black on Unbleached— $12 


Arm & Wrench 

Multi-color on Yellow (not pictured)— $15 

No Fucking Compromise 

White on Black (not pictured) — $12 



Visualize 
Direct Action 

Black and White on Unbleached 
(not pictured) — $12 

Stop Public Lands 
Ranching 

“The Cow that Ate the West " 

Black on Cream (not pictured) 

large only $10! 


Send for a FREE copy of our merchandise 
CATALOG COMPLETE WITH EF! MUSIC 
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Earth First! Fist 

Green Fist on Unbleached — $12 
Black Fist on Willow Green or Kelly (only xxl)—$12 
Multi-color on Black or Forest Green— $15 
Green Fist w/ White lettering on Black — $12 



EARTH 


FIRST 


Earth First! Tools 

Black Tools on Unbleached — $12 
Black Tools on Blue or Tan 

small only $6! 




• 100% Hemp Wallets • 

Tan w/Black and Green Fist and Black Lettering ^ 
specify wording “Greed Kills” or “Earth First!” — only $10! 

Fist Patch 


PEAL 



Quality 3-inch patches for 
your daypack, jacket or butt 
Earth First! Fist — $3 

Rubber Stamps 

Sturdy wood-block stamps 
made from unfinished scrap 
Earth First! Fist — $5 
Earth First! Tools — $5 


NEW • NEW • NEW 
100% Hemp Cap 

Tan w/Black and Green 
embroidered fist — $14 

Fist Caps 

(100% cotton, adjustable) 
Desert Camo — $12 
Brown Forest Camo — $12 


Silent Agitators 

Little 1.5-inch stickers good 
for your bike or bulldozer 

Earth First! Fist — 30/$2 
Earth First! Tools — 30/$2 
No Deal, Assholes — 30/$2 

Window Stickers 

3-inch stickers for high visability 
EF! Fist — 4/$l • Anti-Grazing— 8/$l 

1 


Earth First! Merchandise Order Form 

Send to: EF! Merchandise, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

Make checks payable to the Earth First! Journal. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Call (541) 344-8004 for more info. 

# description color size price 
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Name 

Date TOTAL 

$ 


Street , 
City . 


State/Country . 


Zip 


foreign orders 
add 15% 
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DON’T JUST THINK AND READ 
ABOUT SAVING THE ENVIRONMENT, 

DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT!! 


Each Ultra 7™ LaundryMaster™ System Used Keeps 600 Pounds of Chemical Toxins 
from Contaminating the Earth’s Groundwater. Save water and eliminate the need for 
laundry detergents FOREVERI 

Just drop the Ultra 7™ LaundryMaster™ System into the washing machine with your 
dirty clothes. The LaundryMaster™ forces the dirt from clothes using Liquid Magnetic 
Technology. It lasts approximately 2500 washes and is backed by a 7 year warranty. 


J.M. Wilks, Distributor 


□ One LaundryMaster™ $89.96 +$3.00 Shipping & Handling 

□ TV» LaundryMasters™ $169.96 +$6.00 Shipping & Handling 


Prescott, AZ 86302 

Address: 

Apt or Suite: 

(520) 778-7072 

City: 

State: Zip Code: 

tdMM Circle (■■■■1 

Card t 

Expiration Date 


Signature. 


&reak \ ng 

video maaazine 


Tired of mass media bias against (=co~ Warriors? So were 
we! Breaking Free Video Magazine is a VHS periodical 
documenting direct action against those who destroy 
the earth and it's creatures! 

Issee #1 Available Mow 

( )riier your copy of Breaking Free for $10 + $3 
Shipping and Packaging Add $ 10 + $] shipping for 
each additional copy up u> 5. Contact us for bulk rates. 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: productions 

Visit our website at; P.O. Box 50486 

http:/Avw\\.efn.oig/' ;joslma Eugene. OR 97405 


LWOD #7 HITS THE STANDS 

In defiance of expectations, sleep, and sanity. Live Wild 
Or Die #7 went to press and has hit the street. 40 newspaper- 
size pages full of anarchy, sabotage, direct action, militant 
labor, eco/animal liberation, uncompromising critique, primi- 
tivism/anti-tech, class war, antifa, reports of global resis- 
tance and an anti-patriarchy section. 

We are asking for at least $3 postage paid per copy, but 
more $ would be great; t-shirts are still $13; for bulk orders 
or trades, write to us. 

LWOD #8 will focus on the Y2K, or Millenium, computer bug, 
and related issues. We want to hear from you on how to take 
advantage of this historic opportunity. Send zine and t-shirt 
orders, as well as correspondence and submissions for #8, to 
our new address: LWOD, POB 481, Tucson, AZ 85702, Amerika. 
Wildly yours, LWOD #7 


THE Bl/\crc C/fT 5^80 TRG e Reader 


iHfl pages of WRfnnj&s a carTm/us 

Funm nflaiLfiL EiUvil^D./aLF/ftfl/aFiCHlsr Lllfe^RTuRe 
-PHIBWH^ up SagnTflEe 
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llv . . . 3un mudtf mcTFie 
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Earth^pFirst! 

Direct Action 
Manual 



The Earth Firsl! Direct Actioo Manual is the antidote for despair! Over 150 
pages of action-packed information on nonviolent tactics, techniques and 
devices used by activists to defend the Earth from corporate scumbags and 
lawless governments. Check out what it's got! 

DISCONTENTS 

N on violence • Legal Defense • Security • Scoutinc • Backwoods/ 

Back country Action*U-Locks*Cohra Link Motorcycle Locks Chains 
and Heavy Duty Cables* 

K Lock Boxes and Bracelets* 
Barrels* Batmobiles • Sleeping 
Dragons* Rail Blockades* 

Tripods* Bitods* Mono Poles* 
Cantilevers *Tree Sits ‘Knots* 
nternets*Road Occupations/Free 
tates* Helicopter Blockades *Ship 
ockades*Cat and Mouse*Critical Mass 

c jf- : — i — Bike Rides*Hunt Sabotage-Mass Actions* 

'*•“ Yarning* Debris* Road Rip*Trucker Fuckers*Hot 

Rocks*Gate Closures-Door Closures -Manure Dumps •Puke-Ins- 
Sawdust Delivcries*Contacts*Movement History *Campaicn Biogra- 
phies from the US, Australia, U.K. and Canada! 


Energize your campaign with this detailed 
aod heavily illustrated "cook book' of the 
strongest blockading tactics known— tactics 
activists all over the world have proven 
successful when the law fails you- and it will! 


IP 


First Edition 


Uncompromising Nonviolent Resistance 
in Defense of Mother Earth! 


" Years from now our grandchildren will ask us what wc did to prewnt the 
destruction of planet Earth. The Earth First! Direct Action Manual is your 
ticket out of a shameful reponse. The Manual deserves a place in your pack 
with Ecodefense and The Final Nail... It will hopefully become required 
reading for our growing movement ... " 

— Rodney Coronado 


Available for $8 from the Earth First! 
Journal. Use the order form on page 33. 



Mow ‘bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal ? 


clip and send to 

Earth First! Journal, Subscriptions, POB M15, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

f o $500 Lifetime Subscription 

CD $25 Regular Rate CD $35 First Class M; 

CD $20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library CD $35 Brown Bag (F 

CD $35 (US$) Surface Mail, International CD $45 (US$) Air Mail, 

O $ DONATION O $45 Corporate or 

Subscriber Name 


CD $35 First Class Mail: US, Canada or Mexico 
CD $35 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) 

CD $45 (US$) Air Mail, International (no foreign checks, please) 
CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Address 
City 


State 


Country 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 
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US Earth First! Directory 


PROJECTS 6 CAMPAIGNS 

Northeast Forest Practices Campaign 


ALASKA 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

Soren Wuerth 

c/o Common Roots 

POB 230916 Anchorage, Ak 99523 

(907) 566-2468; fishtree@alaska.net 

ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
Bradshaw EF! 

220 Grove, Prescott, AZ 86301 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542; reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu 

CALIFORNIA 

Northcoast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 

(707) 825-6598 

ncef@humboldtl.com 

Redwood Action Team 

Darryl Chemey, POB 34, Garberville, 

Ecotopia 95542; (707) 923-DEMO 

Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Sierra EF! 

228 Commercial St., Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 
(916) 753-1678 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 848-8724 
Bay Area Activist Hotline 
(510) 594-4000 x222 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92616-4960 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 569-5592 

-Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
(909) 422-1637 
www.sagecouncil.com 
Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Uncaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
mojaveef@envirolink.org 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 
(760) 740-1174; sdef@envirolink.org 
COLORADO 
Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 

mjl@nilenet.com 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
aq3 28@freenet . uchsc. edu 
Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152 
afi@amigo.net 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 

Clearwater FNB 

POB 17838, Clearwater, FL 34622 
(813) 538-9050 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
Univ. of Georgia, Tate Student Center 
Athens, GA 30602 
Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 531, Athens, GA 30603 
(706) 355-9904 
HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440 Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711; aIoha@hawaiian.net 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation Project 
POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 
(208) 345-8077; nrpp@lesbois.com 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-9755; fax 883-0727 
cove @moscow.com 


ILLINOIS 

Chicago EF! c/o The Autonomous Zone 
1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 
Chicago, IL 60622; (773) 252-6019 
azone@wwa.com 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 
60655; friends@enteract.com 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 

IOWA 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 52244 
jjquig@blue.uiowa.edu 

LOUISIANNA 

LAEF! 

POB 24081, New Orleans, LA 70184 
Joanie Johnson 

4015 Cappy Dr., Lake Charles, LA 70605 
(318) 474-1753 

MAINE 
Maine EF! 

RFD 1, POB 6000, Athens, ME 04912 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
noreastah@acadia.net 
MARYLAND 
Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 

(301) 2700857; www.igc.oig/ioc370 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

MICHIGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 

POB 50814, Kalamazoo, MI 49005 

(616)383-9317 

MINNESOTA 

North American ALF Press Office 
POB 103, Osseo, MN 55369 
(612) 601-0978; naalfpo@waste.org 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave So, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 
(612) 362-3387; earthfirst@juno.com 
Wilderness First! 

POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 

wdurness@aol.com 

www.geocities.com/RainForest/7094 

MISSOURI 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mountain Grove, MO 6571 1 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 
(573) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 
Chinquapin Resistance 
POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 772-6463 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
Bison Action Group 
POB 7326, Bozeman, MT 59771 
(406) 586-9141 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEVADA 

Western Shoshone Defense Project 
POB 21 1 106, Crescent Valley, NV 
89821; (702) 468-0230; wsdp@igc.org 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802; 

(888) 976-1155 
NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195; 

(505) 244-1830 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 

(505) 988-8128 

NEW YORK 

Wetlands Preserve, C/O NYC EF! 

161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 386-3600; fax 966-9821 
Heather LaCapria 

37 Convent Ave., Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 948-6346 

Mohawk-Schoharie-Susquehannah EF! 

POB 880, Cobleskill, New York 12043 

Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 1 1978 
(516) 288-2688 


Love Canal EF! 

532 Portage Rd, 1st Fir. 

Niagara Falls, NY 14301-1936 
(716) 282-7777 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Katuah EF! 

P03 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 285-0631 
Katuah Highlands EF! 

POB 223, Deep Gap, NC 28618 
(910) 973-7032; stemoody@wilkes.net 
OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119; (216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
OEARTHFIRST@oberlin.edu 
Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF. 

23 Elliott St., Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 592-2581 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45255 

OREGON 

Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440; 

(541) 343-7305; swef@efn.org 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440; 
mickey@efn.org 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll., SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; fax 235-9976 
Forest Hotline (503) 283-6828 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave, Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln, Montrose, PA 18801 
Allegheny Defense Project 
POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 
(814) 226-4918; adp@envirolink.org 

TENNESSEE 
Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 624-3939; 
johnjgb@mindspring.com 
Upper TN/Lebanon EF! 

1902 Westgate Drive 
Springfield, TN 371 72 
TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

POB 7292, Univ. Stn, Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 478-7666, entropy@eden.com 
South Texas Contact 
4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 1101 5, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 

POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 

Save the Corporations 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847; fax 254-7358 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

PAW Southwest Virginia 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

(540) 982-0492 

WASHINGTON 

Seattle EF! 

POB 85541, Seattle, WA 98145 
ph/fax (206) 632-2954; Sea-ef@scn.org 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters Action 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St, Madison, Wi S371 1 
(608) 255-8765; http:// 
www.geocities.com/rainforest/4101 
North Forests EF! 

748 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh, Wl 54901 


Bison Action Group 
4880 S. 19, Bozeman, MT 59718 
(406) 586-9141 
Cold Mountain, 

Cold Rivers Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org 
Cove/Mallard Campaign 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83483 
(208) 882-9755; cove@moscow.com 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(S10) 376-7329; fax 631-7958 
End Corporate Dominance 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Headwaters Forest Campaign 
NCEF!, POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598, (707) 468-1660 
ncef@humboldtl .com 


PRISONER 

Rod Coronado 
03895-000, FCI Unit SW 
8901 S. Wilmot Rd. 

Tucson, AZ 85706 USA 
North American ALF Support Group 
Box 69597, 584S Yonge. St, 
Willowdale, Ont M2M 4K3 Canada 

(920) 424-0265 

Bay Area North Guard 

POB 116, Washburn, WI 54891 

(715) 373-0882 

Driftless EF! c/o WPA 

POB 2761, LaCrosse, WI 54602-2761 


POB 4101 

Portsmouth, NH 03802 

noreastah@acadia.net 

Salva La Sierra 

Culebra EF!, POB 762 

San Luis, CO 81152 

(719) 672-3012; afr@amigo.net 

Sea Defense Alliance (SeDnA) 

POB 400, Williams, OR 97544 

sedna@cdsnet.net 

Warrior Poets Society 

ASUC Box 361 

Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 

Wisconsin Forever, Exxon Never! 

Midwest Headwaters EF! 

731 State St., Madison, Wl 53711 
(608) 255-8765 


SUPPORT 

Direct Action Defense Fund 
POB 57357 Tucson, AZ 
85732-7357 USA; (520) 795-5171 
National Activist Network 
POB 19515, Sacramento, CA 
95819 USA; (916) 452-7197 


(608) 782-6997 
Sand County EF! 

c/o WI River Greens, 308 Nelson Hall, 
Stevens Point, WI 54481 
Chippewa Valley EF! 

POB 143, Menomonie, WI 54751-0790 


International EF! Directory 


Check out the international 
Earth First! web page at: 
www.k2net.co.uk/ef 
AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

Australian EF! Action Update 
POB 12046, Elizabeth St 
Brisbane 4002; ef_au@hotmail.com 
www.green.net.au/ozef_update/ 

CANADA 

Coast Mountains EF! 

1472 Commercial Drive, Box 128 

Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9 

(604) 708-9660 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
EF! Manitoba 15-222 Osborne St. 
South, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 
(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto POB 70, 1576 Queen 

St. West, Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 

EF! Ottawa Box 46 1 2 Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

Autonomous Green Action 

POB 4721, Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 

di69S@freenet,carleton.ca 

EF! Montreal, Diffusion Noire 

c/o Librairie Alternative 

2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 

Montreal, PQ H2X 2T3 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@czn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 
Abbey St., Ballinrobe, County Mayo 
Limerick Talamh Glas 
41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 
00 353 61 313308, atglas@tinet.ie 
ENGLAND 

Over 35 EF! groups exist in England; for a 

list, contact 

EF! Action Update 

Dept. 29, 1 Newton St, Manchester 

Ml 1HW; (0161) 224 4846 

actionupdate@gn .apc.org 

www.k2net.co.uk/ef/earthfirst.html 

Oxford EF! 

Box E, 1 1 1 Magdalen Rd., 

Oxford, OX4 IRQ, (01865) 791391 
South Downs EF!, Dead Trees EF! 
and Do or Die 

POB 2971, Brighton BN2 2GY 
savage@easynet. co.uk 

FRANCE 

Carbusters Magazine/Resource Ctr 

44 rue Burdeau 

69001 Lyon 

(33) 4 72 00 23 57 

carbusters@wanadoo.fr 


GERMANY 

EF! Germany (c/o Avalon) 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 Essen 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 

Bihar, Post Box 229 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea Unlimited 

10F, Garden Tower Bldg., 98-78 

Wooni-dong, Chongno-gu, Seoul 

110-350 

THE NETHERLANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 

ruigoord@hotmail.com 

PHILIPPINES 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum 

3rd Floor, Liberty Building 

Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 

(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 

Volunteers for Earth Defense 

189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 

1105 Quezon City 

POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 

ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3, 43-300 

Bielsko, Biala; ph/fax 048-33-183153 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
ph/fax +7 (0112) 43 72 86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB; 44 (0)41 
636 1924/339 8009; fax 44 (0)41 424 
3688; scotree@gn.apc.org 
SLOVAKIA 
Slobodna alternativa 
Staromestska 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demandes, Taller de E. A. 
A. CURUXA, J. B., XelmirerJ, Campus 
Universitario, 1570 S Santiago; (81) 
584321; fax 584533 

SWEDEN 
Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
Nadia Shevchenko, POB 322, Kiev 
252187; +7 (38044) 263-4954, 265- 
7628 nadia@gluk.apc.org 
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Headwaters Activist Killed 



by Karen Pickett 

Just after noon on Thursday, Sep- 
tember 1 7, Headwaters forest defender 
David Nathan Chain, known to his 
friends as "Gypsy," lost his life when a 
tree cut by a Pacific Lumber (PL) log- 
ger crushed him to death. 

Gypsy and eight other Earth Firstlers 
had ventured into an active timber 
harvest zone in the Grizzly Creek area 
of the Headwaters forest complex to 
explore possible violations of 
California's Forest Practice Rules, 
bring the violations to the logger's 
attention, and to get the California 
Department of Forestry to come in- 
spect the site. On the 17th and the 
previous day, a small group of people 
had been engaging the loggers on- 
site in dialogue in an attempt to slow 
the cutting. PL had not amended its 
logging plan to reflect the road build- 
ing it was conducting next to marbled 

murrelet habitat. The day following 


After the tree that crushed Gypsy 
fell, the small group of people in his 
affinity group scrambled out of the 
brush where they had taken cover, 
yelling at the logger that he could 
have killed them. One of the group 
started frantically calling out for 
Gypsy, "Where's Gypsy? He was right 
behind me. I can't find him. Gypsy!" 
When the logger who cut the tree 
found Gypsy, he fell to his knees and 
prayed. Gypsy's friends prayed and 
cried near where he lay while one of 
them ran to a phone about a mile and 
a half away. 

Pacific Lumber immediately issued a 
statement calling the death a "tragic 
accident," claiming the loggers were 
not aware of the protesters' presence 
and citing its "best in the industry" 
safety record. PL also claimed Chain 
was hit by a "domino tree," a second 
tree downed by the tree cut by the 
logger. These claims had nothing to do 
with the truth but were issued before 


corded less than an hour before Chain 
was killed. It contains threats and ad- 
monitions by the logger to "Get the 
fuck out of here or there's going to be 
a tree coming your way!" 

The logger and his fellow workers in 
the woods were fully aware of ongoing 


Gypsy (left) helps construct the Liberty tree sit, 1997 

protests in the area, as activists from 
the same affinity group had been at 
the site the previous day, talking with 
them at length. In addition, there was 
an active tree sit in the area. 

continued on page 21 


Chain's death, the California Depart- 
ment of Forestry (CDF) did inspect 
the site and found that two viola- 
tions had occurred. 


any details emerged. 

The fact that the loggers were in- 
deed aware of the protesters' presence 
was corroborated by a videotape re- 


David “Gypsy” Chain Memorial, pages 17 to 20 


Minnehaha Under Seige 



The police closed off the streets for several surrounding blocks and formed a moving human blockade around the machinery." 


by Patchouli 

"This road would not be going through this area 
if it were a Catholic church, a synagogue or a 
mosque," said Earth First! activist "Martial Law," 
"There are no people besides the Native Americans 
that must prove something is sacred to them. We 
call on all people of faith to join the struggle to 
protect these sacred sites, to save the homes and to 
preserve the fragile ecosystem the Minnesota De- 
partment of Transportation (MNDOT) plans to pave 
over. We are being very reasonable and using the 
hunger strikes only as a defensive tactic." 

With this impassioned plea, four occupants of 
the Minnehaha Free State announced their inten- 
tion to conduct a hunger strike until the construc- 
tion of Highway 55 near Coldwater Camp is called 
off and the land claims of the Mendota 
Mdewakanton are recognized. 

Since mid-August a coalition of activists from Big 
Woods Earth First!, the Mendota tribe and the 


American Indian Movement have successfully used 
direct action tactics to hold off bulldozers. The 
announcement of the hunger strike came immedi- 
ately after the latest raid on the Minnehaha Free 
State. Activists are now preparing to spend the cold 
Minnesota winter defending the encampment, vow- 
ing not to give up their position on the Mississippi 
floodplain until the road project is canceled. 

On October 14, while a "Stop the Reroute" rally 
was being held on the courthouse steps in down- 
town Minneapolis, 60 riot police descended on the 
Minnehaha Free State. Bulldozers were again moved 
in to tear up the utility lines connected to the 
squatted houses. Authorities were met by a base 
crew that had stayed behind in anticipation of just 
such a surprise (not!) attack. The police closed off 
the streets for several surrounding blocks and 
formed a moving human blockade around the 
machinery as it went about its destructive work. 

continued on page 25 


Jason Hammel, John Glass, 
Row Stines— Infiltrator 

by Bob Greenberg 

A 24-year-old guy weighing about 210 pounds, 
standing six-feet tall with shaggy black hair, blue 
eyes and a goatee showed up in our camp shortly 
1 after publication of the first Earth First! Journal 
f article about the Minnehaha Liberated Zone. 

| He called himself Jason Hammel, and he had 
£ business cards from Buffalo Nations and Cold Moun- 
t tain, Cold Rivers. He said he was the nephew of 
Buffalo Nations organizer Mike Meese and he wanted 
to help out with our efforts. 

Almost immediately he started name dropping. 
He said he knew Jim Rex from Activist Front and 
that he had been involved with the communica- 
tions team at the '96 Democratic National Conven- 
tion in Chicago. We have one of the core people 
from that team involved in our communications 
team, and she did not know him. Strike one. 

Later in the day he said that he had been at 
Headwaters during the same time that several folks 
from our camp were there. They didn't recognize 
him. Strike two. 

Jason knows just how to tell people what they 
want to hear. He told Jim Anderson of the Mendota 
Mdewakanton Dakota community that he could get 
him press coverage on CNN. Jimmy wants national 
coverage of this issue so he took to Jason quickly. 

Later in the day, Jason had a conflict with one of 
the women in camp who plays a critical role in 
communications. 


continued on page 23 
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Breaking the Promise of Civil Disobedience 


All our lives we are taught that for the vast majority of us, 
the greatest political power we will ever yield is the vote. 
Earth First! opens people's eyes to the painfully obvious 
fact that our voices and our bodies are at least as powerful 
as the voting pen. If people see Earth First! as a cult, it is 
because converts are thrown into a frenzy by the heady 
realization that we can change the course of history and 
actually can help save the world — by digging in a road with 
a shovel, by a careful turn of the wrench and by putting our 
bodies on the line. 

The premise of civil disobedience as practiced by Earth 
First! is that we can put our bodies in harm's way to stop the 
silent tragedies. Our struggle depends on the cultural 
promise that life is valuable, and if we put our lives at risk, 
someone will care. 

The most fearsome aspect of David Chain's murder is 
that it screams in no uncertain terms that such a promise 
has been broken. David put his life on the line, and it was 
not enough, not enough to stop logger Arlington Ammons 
anyway. But Ammons is not the only one. 

I have watched a friend come nose to grill with a Mack 
truck at a protest and believed for an endless moment that 
the trucker would not stop. In British Columbia, harassment 
is a way of life for activists. Last summer, a Sierra Club 
organizer was assaulted in Missouri. Last fall, a Northern 
California activist had his foot crushed by a logging truck. 
This summer, activists in Idaho watched from the woods in 
the dark of night as timber workers stole their gear and set 
their camp ablaze. The pages of the Journal are filled with 
stories of harassment and intimidation. 

Many comparisons have been made between David 
Chain's murder and the bombing of Darryl Cherney and 
Judi Bari in 1990, and the situation is similar. Both events 
mark a turning point in our mutual struggle. Like the 
bombing, David's death was but an escalation of the tactics 
of intimidation, an escalation deliberately and maliciously 
ignored by law enforcement. The police knew in 1990 that 
Darryl and Judi had received death threats. The Forest 
Service, the Bureau of Land Management, the state depart- 
ments of forestry and the local law enforcement all know 
that activists are being assaulted and harassed by timber 
workers encouraged by logging companies. The California 
Department of Forestry (CDF) knew in January of this year 
that Pacific Lumber's license ought to have been revoked 


for chronic violations of environmental and safety regu- 
lations. CDF knew it and did nothing. 

But the situation is different in one important way this 
time. This time, we know who did it. David Chain didn't 
die, he was killed, and the person who did it has a name 
and an address: 

Charles Hurwitz. 

Justice will be served in David's death when Charles 
Hurwitz releases his death grip on the Headwaters forest. 
There is no balm for grief other than time. And the only 
cure for righteous anger is justice. Justice for David means 
a thorough and unbiased investigation into his death, and 
it means the success of this cause. Winning protection for 
the last native forests in this country is the only way to 
avenge David's death. 

On January 4, 1996, I wrote in my journal: 

"Yesterday I saw 300-year-old trees falling to the ground 
for the first time. I stood in the mist on Yellow Mountain, 
hiding from the loggers and watching as pine and fir giants 
dove to the earth. First, the sound of the chainsaw, which 
lasts for a surprisingly short time, a creaking which echoes 
through the forest with foreboding and regret, a wavering 
among the tree tops, and then the achingly long woosh 
and scream as the tree begins to move from its base and 
fall. And then, finally, the thud, which lasts for whole 
minutes, as the tree, the length of the tree, makes contact 
with the earth for the first time. No tree is small when you 
watch the length of it arcing through the sky. The noise of 
it all is incredible, almost primeval. The speed with which 
the loggers work is heartbreaking. I truly felt that any effort 
I could make to save one of those trees would not be 
wasted. I even felt that to die for a tree like that would be 
an act of beauty and honor." 

We'll never know in his final seconds if David Chain felt 
this cause was worth his life. We can hope and pray, but 
we'll never know, and we'll never have that comfort. The 
only balm for our grief is victory. Right now that may feel 
hollow, but when the prize is within our grasp, when the 
chainsaws are set down and silence reigns again, the 
sweetness will make the struggle well worth it. 

— Lacey Phillabaum 

Correction: In the last issue of the Journal, the author of the 
Minnehaha article was Carlo Tresca, not Bob Greenburg. 




auna ( abafa 


Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious art. 


The mammalian scrotum is an anatomical oddity that has 
until recently defied explanation. Testes can occupy six loca- 
tions in the body, ranging from deep within the abdomen to 
within a scrotal sac. A third of mammalian species are ascrotal, 
and more families and orders contain ascrotal members than 
scrotal ones. There has been much nail-biting this century 
over the evolutionary forces that drove testicular descent and 
the reasons for such variation among taxa. 

The popular explanation is that sperm love a cold climate, 
and hence the scrotum (and/or the cauda epididymus, the 
sperm storage locker) evolved to keep sperm cooler than body 
temperature. There is some evidence for this. For instance, 
sexually mature male grizzly bears have a bald spot on the 
scrotal skin covering the cauda epididymus; the testes of the 
sheath-tailed bat migrate from the scrotum into the abdomen 
seasonally, but the storage area always remains scrotal. How- 
ever, this explanation does not account for the variation in 
the degree of testicular descent and is contradicted by normal 
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by Faith Walker 

sperm production in birds, who have higher tempera- 
tures than their furry counterparts, and in mammals 
with abdominal testes. Hence, it is likely that tempera- 
ture sensitivity is the result of secondary adaptations of 
metabolic enzymes, not the cause of testicular descent 
and scrotal evolution. 

A more coherent theory is that the scrotum evolved 
as a result of sperm competition between males, with 
the premise that if sperm are physiologically chal- 
lenged within a male's testes they will perform better 
within a female's reproductive tract. Scrotal sperm are 
definitely stressed out from low oxygen and pH, the 
results of poor blood supply. The "sperm training" 
hypothesis suggests that sperm respond to these low 
levels by increasing the number, size and efficiency of 
mitochondria, which is how striated muscle cell mito- 
chondria respond to such conditions. Because larger 
testes produce more ejaculate and testes get smaller as 
they descend, there may be a tradeoff between produc- 
ing lots of sperm and producing fewer, high quality 
sperm. Scrotal species are thought to employ the sperm- 
quality strategy of sperm competition, whereas ascrotal 
species employ the quantity strategy of swamping 
rivals' sperm. The degree of testicular descent, then, is 
merely a reflection of where on the continuum a 
species lies. After 75 years of scrotal scrutiny, we 
finally have a reasonable explanation for this precari- 
ous gonadal perch. 
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A Ruptured Primordial Intimacy 


by S. Brian Willson 

David Chain's death during the campaign to 
preserve our ecosystem in Northern California's 
Headwaters is yet another tragedy which raises 
questions about the nature and manner of efforts to 
reveal sanity in the face of madness. Perhaps an 
even more important question though is why our 
species persists in destroying our habitat, and there- 
fore ourselves. 

It is a very critical historical moment. Fortunately, 
the question is now seriously being ad- 
dressed by various academics and ac- 
tivists from the fields of psychol- 
ogy, quantum physics, deep ecol- 
ogy, cosmology, creation spiritual- 
ity, biology, anthropology and 
ecofeminism. There seems to be 
an emerging consensus that our 
human species is experiencing 
repeated traumas, emanating 
from an original trauma, a 
shocked and ruptured 
psyche, due to intellec- 
tual disconnection 
from the natural 
Earth. This is re- 
ferred to as a psy- 
chic mutilation or 
dislocation, a pro- 
found primal viola- 
tion and a rupture of 
our primordial intimacy. 

The progress of civilization coin- 
cides with our growing hostility towards the natu- 
ral world, and therefore our hostility to ourselves 
since we are of the natural world. Increasing injury 
to the planet is a symptom of our psychopathol- 
ogy. This separation/mutilation seems to have be- 
gun millennia ago with the advent of settled agri- 
culture. It has been dramatically exacerbated since 
the Industrial Revolution and now by the com- 
puter and information revolution. This funda- 
mental deprivation helps explain why addictions 
in various forms characterize every aspect of indus- 
trial societies. The symptoms are denial, disasso- 
ciation and disconnection from feelings. Perhaps 
we are all suffering from Post Traumatic Stress 


Disorder as a result of our original and repeated 
traumas of separation. 

Because our species' evolution is quite ancient, 
this relatively recent separation from our intimacy 
with the Earth represents but .003 percent of our 
time on Earth, 200 of 100,000 generations. An 
ancient, grounded, intimate, seemingly secret, un- 
damaged person resides within each of our beings. 
Our salvation depends on reconnection with our 
original intimacy with the Earth. This intimacy 
resides in our genetic and memory structures even 
though they have been repeatedly overlaid with 
ideological illusions. 

This reconnection maybe less a product of rational 
political choices than a spiritual, experiential 
epiphany that enables us to get in touch with this 
inherent consciousness sleeping within us. 
Our frenetic, consumptive lifestyles; 
our arrogant, self righteous ideologi- 
cal conditioning, even in the move- 
ment; as well as emotional devel- 
opmental wounds from our of- 
ten dysfunctional families and 
cultural upbringings, all con- 
tribute to our inability 
to hear, see, smell, 
taste and feel this 
awesome intimacy 
residing within us 
and all of our rela- 
tionships. 

This conscious- 
ness, this latent 
intimacy, exists 
even within the people we perceive as our adver- 
saries. And there is ever more of this wisdom to be 
discovered within ourselves, no matter how aware 
we might believe we are. How do we assist one 
another in accessing this awesome intimacy, this 
cosmological truth that is everywhere but seems so 
elusive to our species? Indigenous cultures, the 
natural world and quiet reflection are available as 
our teachers. 

As our attitude and behavior begins to reflect the 
harmony of all things (i.e. our intimacy within 
and without), we begin to join with the infinite 
life forces of the senses. We become ever more a 
part of the intimacy. For lack of a better English 


word, I call this nonviolence. Nonviolence emerges 
from hope that justice (intimacy) is ultimately 
realizable because it is our deeper reality. The 
means by which we act must become an embodi- 
ment of this spirit. No matter that we will not be 
perfect in the process of learning to access and 
practice living in this awesome original ground- 
ing of our beings. Unlike violence, this process 
does require courage because we become vulner- 
able to situations. Nonviolence possesses faith 
that to act in a loving, even if militant, manner in 
the face of dreadful violence just might inspire 
new openness, even a consciousness shift within 
the adversary. There is no assurance this will 
happen in this moment or even tomorrow. But 
there is faith that vulnerability to this ultimate 
intimacy will have an impact. This process calls to 
the soul, to the latent intimate being residing 
within each and every one of us. It is helpful to 
remember that this sleeping dimension has been 
evolving for three million, not three, or 30, or 300 
or 3,000 years. In nonviolence one expresses him 
or herself very affirmingly yet clearly intends not 
to harm the adversary. One seeks to break the 
cycle of self righteousness and violence with an 
attitude and behavior that is demonstrably humble 
and vulnerable. The courage and vision are born 
from experiencing a sense of one's original inti- 
macy with all in the cosmos. 

There is no telling how David Chain's death will 
affect the Headwaters campaign, or life forces on the 
Earth in a bigger picture. One thing is certain though; 
it will have an impact. Gypsy's death may already 
have set in motion an internal searching process 
within some logger's consciousness. What we need 
more than ever is the increasing impacts of the 
forces of intimacy. It is terribly important that we 
practice our glimpses of intimacy as we nonvio- 
lently confront the destructive forces that as yet 
have not sensed their own need to reconnect with 
their sleeping intimacy. They just might find it if we 
are able to show them we believe it ourselves. 

Brian Willson is a co-founder of the Institute for the 
Practice of Nonviolence. He has travelled extensively 
throughout the Third World examining the effects of the 
"Global Supermarket Economy." During a valiant pro- 
test in 1987, Willson lost both of his legs trying to stop 
a train carrying arms to the US-backed Contras. 





An open letter to Headwaters 
activists: 

I wanted to express my sympa- 
thy on hearing of the death of 
David Chain. Here in Idaho two 
more tree-sitters just went up in 
the Otter-wing sale at Cove/Mal- 
lard. The actions this year have 
been tense and activists have been 
subjected to violent harassment. 

I remember -when I was sitting 
on the road with a bicycle lock 
around my neck and the loggers 
came in... saying to myself... OK 
Mother Goddess if you want my 
life for this I am in your hands... 
and feeling at peace with the dan- 
ger. Seeing the young face of David 
Chain on Headwaters web site I 
feel sorrow at the loss of one so 
young and so dedicated yet I can- 
not imagine a better cause to give 
ones life to. 

They say, "don't mourn, orga- 
nize." But I think we do need to 
mourn, for the loss of our com- 
rade and for the continuing loss 
of nature... then organize! with 
renewed commitment! Let us not 
allow his life to have been taken 
in vain. 

— Peggy Sue McRae, Idaho 
Dear SFB, 

I live in Key Largo, Florida, and 
lobster season just started down 
here. It is disgusting. When the 


lobster season opens up tons of 
tourists travel down here for 
lobstering. Even though there are 
restrictions such as a size limit, 
and the amount of lobster you are 
allowed to keep, not many of the 
people pay attention to these size 
limits and restrictions. It is so 
aggravating and sad, those people 
that don't even live here come 
down and just murder these ma- 
jestic creatures. My friends and I 
are planning on doing a little work 
of our own though. There are 
many many traps at a lot of the 
marinas around here and we were 
planning on setting fire to most 
of them as soon as we all get a 
chance to get together. Well any- 
way, I've bullshitted long 
enough... 

PS I was just wondering if the 
hemp wallets are bi-fold or tri- 
fold and if the letting is sewn or is 
it a patch? 

— KJ 

Ed. Note: 

Our hempen wallets are bi-fold with 
a little velcro flap, making them 
almost bi-fold and a quarter. The 
lettering is embroidered. 

-JL 

Dear organic shit for brains. 

This is in response to the writ- 
ings on the Y2K event in the last 
issue of the Journal. Yes I believe 






■ ^ - . 

Pill 


most of us in the activist 
community agree that 
building sustainable com- 
munities with organic 
farming is vital for our fu- 
ture. Education of the mass 
is important as hell. And it 
also makes sense to cover 
your ass from violent retri- 
bution by the government 
by toning down or elimi- 
nating revolutionary language. 
But is also seems that you are 
either missing or intentionally 
ignoring some very important 
points. An estimated 100 spe- 
cies of plants and animals be- 
come banished to extinction ev- 
ery day. The majority of which 
have no name because they have 
not even been classified yet. 

The companies, institutions, 
governments and consumers of 
the industrialized nations are re- 
sponsible for this holocaust. A 
depression or recession will slow 
the atrocities down temporarily. 
Complete global economic col- 
lapse will go much further to 
stop the machines of destruction. 

Zen and organic farming are 
very similar in some ways. If we 
all practiced Zen or if we all farmed 
organically there would be no 
need to fight the greedy distracters 
because they probably would not 
exist. But as long as they do, Zen, 
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immediately "Come out of 

that tree immediately!"" says 
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the ranger. Immediately means 
right now, not ten minutes from 
now, but right now. If you don't 
get out of that tree immediately, 
you could get hurt. Somebody is 
cutting that tree down. 





organic farming and sustainable 
communities are not enough. The 
pace of destruction is insane, there 
is no time to wait for everyone to 
convert to a sustainable lifestyle. 
We must stop the machine now! 
in order to ensure there is some- 
thing left for the future. Think of 
the specicide occurring now, while 
you rest smug in your lifestyle. 
Are they not worth sacrificing for 
and fighting for? By the way, pro- 
moting population growth is idi- 
otic and should be criminal. Build- 
ings don't burn down by them- 
selves. Think about it. 

— Redundant species 

My Fellow Amerikans, 

Social change is happening all 
around us. If we declare autonomy 
from the dominant culture and 
think it will respect our earth given 
rights, we've got to be kidding! 

David Harper in "Not Social 
Change, It is Holy War" (Mabon 


'98) says social change is nega- 
tive, and true, for the most part 
social change is what got us in 
this fucked up situation to begin 
with, but now we have got to 
take hold of the machine and 
self-destruct it so once again crea- 
tures of the world can live free of 
its shackles. 

David Harper and the tribes he 
"represents" (?) do not live in a 
vacuum. They and we all are op- 
pressed, now and into the future. 

Social change, retro-revolution, 
global awakening. This is the only 
salvation see, there is no place to 
hide anymore. 

PS If you ever pass through 
downtown Santa Rosa or any- 
where in Sonoma County for that 
matter, beware! The wine indus- 
try has taken us hostage and the 
yuppies are moving north! 

— Whitey 

continued on page 26 
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by Danny Dolinger 

In the wee early hours of September 16, four 
activists with the Rainforest Action Network and 
Project Underground set out to climb a giant 
crane next to the George Brown Jr. Convention 
Center in Houston, Texas, hoping to unfurl a 
colossal banner in honor of the Global Energy 
Congress, a collection of big oil execs from around 
the world. The deployment was a beautiful sight 
to behold. Having scaled some 250-feet undetec- 
ted, the crew set two rope anchors and prepared to 
display the banner. 

Without damaging any 
property, two activists 
descended with the 
banner while two re- 
mained on the crane's 
arm to guard the climb- 
ers' anchors. Despite 
strong and threatening 
winds, the banner was 
unfurled, "Houston, we 
have a problem. No new 
oil exploration." 

The action coincided 
with the release of a re- 
port titled, Drilling to the 
Ends of the Earth: The Eco- 
logical, Social and Climate 
Imperative for Ending New 
Petroleum Exploration, by 
the Rainforest Action 
Network and Project Un- 
derground. The report in- 
cludes maps that overlay 
priority oil exploration 
areas within old-growth 
forests, mangroves, coral 
reefs and indigenous 
populations. In almost 
every case, the explora- 
tion sites endanger natu- 
ral areas or threaten in- 
digenous people, most 

often both. Specifically, ongoing exploration threat- 
ens old-growth frontier forests in 22 countries, coral 
reefs in 38 countries and mangroves in 46 countries. 


The area covered by ex- 
ploration activities in 
the last decade roughly 
equals the land 
area of the US 
and Europe 
combined. 

After getting 
the message 
out, the group 
voluntarily 
surrendered to 


Five to Life 

Oil hAona&r^ ScAflc- for ID Oirand 


a very polite and 
surprisingly con- 
genial Houston 
police force. 
Clearly, law en- 
forcement recog- 
nized the 

cooperative, 
non-violent, 
non-destructive 
nature of the ac- 
tion. It was al- 
most perfect. The 
four, along with 
one member of 
ground support 
5 (who was invited 
■onto the prop- 
si erty and then ar- 
rested), were 
escorted to jail. 
We assumed we 
could bail them out that evening or early the next 
day, but then suddenly everything changed dras- 
tically. Harris County District Attorney John 


g 


Houston banner hanging 


Holmes charged the five arrestees with felony 
criminal mischief, and bail was set at $200,000 
apiece, totaling the tidy sum of one million dol- 
lars. After such a charmed series of events, the 
reality of how brutal the evil we oppose really is 
caught us all by surprise. The average bail for 
murder in Harris County is $20,000. One of the 
activists' defense lawyers said, "I'd like to know 
what these people did that is ten times worse than 
killing a fellow human being. " One inmate charged 
with murder was being held on $10,000 bond 
while five people exercising their freedom of 
speech and harming no one and nothing were 
confined in lieu of 20 times that amount. 

Thanks to a sympathetic bondsman and the 
judge's reduction of bail for four of the five arrestees 
to a mere $125,000 each, as well as the frantic, 
tireless efforts of an awe-inspiring, elite jail sup- 
port team, the five were released in less than three 
days. It took over 40 character references (gathered 
in less than a day) to get the activists released, 
including testimonials from US Representative 
Nancy Pelosi, Anglican and Methodist clergy, fac- 
ulty members of Carnegie Mellon University and 
the University of North Carolina, a San Francisco 
County Supervisor and Amnesty International, 
among others. 

All five activists faced two to 20 years incarcera- 
tion, with a real possibility of those figures escalat- 
ing to five to 99. But on October 12, the felony 
mischief charges were reduced to misdemeanors. 
Each of the five activists paid a $1,000 fine, $224 in 
court costs and a total of just over $5,000 to the 
crane owners. Their case, though ultimately al- 
most painlessly resolved, exemplifies the legal 
system's reinvigorated and repressive approach to 
effective activists. 

Please contact the Rainforest Action Network 
and/or Project Underground to learn more about 
the oil issue. Rainforest Action Network, 221 Pine 
St., San Francisco, CA 94104; (415) 398-4404, fax 
398-2732; rainforest@ran.org. Project Under- 
ground, 1847 Berkeley Way, Berkeley, CA 94703; 
(510) 705-8981. 


Wolves & Poodles 


A weak and disoriented poodle wandering through 10 percent of a forest 
to the folks at the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) who are helping the World 
Bank promote the stupid idea that conserving only 10 percent of the remaining 
global forests is an honorable goal. A recent press release touted WWF as "one 
of the world's leading conservation groups, with offices in 120 countries." 
Sounds more like this poodle is barking, "We are influential in liberal circles, 
endorse NAFTA, have lots of staff to support and are willing to compromise!" 

A well-trained poodle who responds only to the commands of develop- 
ment and industry to New Mexico Governor Gary Johnson for instituting a 
process by which all state environmental and cultural review documents must 
pass through his office's hands. New Mexico's Forest Guardians say Johnson's 
new directive constitutes censorship, threatens the efficiency and autonomy of 
state regulatory agencies and will result in lower quality reviews. 

A bound and gagged poodle contaminated with radiation to authorities 
in eastern Russia who have jailed journalist Gregory Pasko for writing about 
the Russian Navy's dumping of nuclear waste in the Sea of Japan. Pasko has been 
charged with treason for passing "state secrets" in his reports. Incredibly, Pasko 
was an employee of the Russian Navy, and his articles were written for its official 
publication! When the mainstream media in Japan picked up the story, Russian 
authorities imprisoned the messenger. To help comrade Pasko, you can 
contact the Socio-Ecological Union of Russia at SEU, ul. Vavilova 
41 office 3, Moscowll7312, Russia; press@cci.glasnet.ru. 
A runaway half poodle/half monster to genetic 
manipulators in New Zealand who recently an- 
nounced they had cloned a rare breed of cow, native to 
the sub- Arctic Auckland Islands. "In six years, you'll be 
calling me to ask what I think about the first human 
clone," said Princeton University genetics profes- 
sor Lee Silver, reacting to the third report of an 
animal being cloned this summer. Silver and other 
mad scientists are hailing cloning as a potential 
solution to the global crisis of species extinction. 



A populist wolf, howling in accordance with the rules of parliamentary 
procedure to 35 members of Congress who have signed on to the National 
Forest Protection,and Restoration Act (NFPRA, H.R. 2789), cosponsored by 
Representatives Cynthia McKinney (D-GA) and Jim Leach of Iowa (R-IA). 
NFPRA would end all commercial logging on federal public lands. 

A well-spoken wolf who has caught the scent of a rat to syndicated 
columnist Molly Ivins for her recent rant against Representative Don Young 
(R-AK), the anti-nature wingnut we all love to hate. After hearing that Young 
asked the Forest Service to hand over the names of employees who belong to 
environmental groups, Ivins asked in her column if he was also starting files on 
Forest Service employees with relationships to the timber industry. She noted 
how obvious it is that the very influential House Resources Committee had 
been "captured by big ranching, big timber and big mining. " We'Ve been saying 
these things all along, but hey, you go girl! 

A kosher wolf with a respect for religious tradition to the members of 
the Jewish community in Houston, Texas, who are seeking to bring 
Maxxam/Pacific Lumber madman Charles Hurwitz before a Beit 
Din, a traditional Jewish Court of Law. Spokesperson Alan 
Rosenburg said this initiative "could have far reaching 
implications for all business and religious groups 
in this country." 

A very artsy wolf, creatively drawing 
attention to the wacky way priorities are 
established in our society to the NEA 
Army, an "arts militia" based in Seattle. 

The four-member group has applied for 
the entire $99. 5-million annual budget 
of the National Endowment for the Arts 
in order to buy just one piece of a $2 
billion B-2 stealth bomber, preferably a 
wing, to turn into a piece of art. If the 

request is granted, they will tour the coun- 1 "f 

try with the wing decorated to demonstrate 
how federal funding is really prioritized, e.g., 
paint it gold since the bomber's wing is worth 
more than its weight in gold. Ponder that... 
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HYPOCRITICAL Svfcrifcd NUCLEAR Titk 



by Susi Snyder, Shundahai Network 

Sadly, the second US subcritical 
nuclear weapons test of 1 998 was deto- 
nated at 3:07 p.m. Pacific Standard 
Time, September 26. Members of the 
Western Shoshone Nation, Shundahai 
Network, Alliance of Atomic Veter- 
ans, Las Vegas Food Not Bombs, Ne- 
vada Desert Experience, Citizens for 
Alternatives to Nuclear Dumping, 
along with the affinity groups CHAOS 
and PARANOIDS, joined together to 
protest this hypocritical test. 

Several demonstrations took place 
before the detonation. On September 
8, two activists from Shundahai Net- 
work climbed onto an overhang on 
the Foley Federal Building on the Las 
Vegas strip, hung two banners and 
locked their arms to one another in a 
metal pipe through the ladder they 
had used to reach the overhang. Re- 
fusing to move until the hypocritical 
nuclear test "Bagpipe" was canceled, 
they remained on the overhang for 
several hours. The police called in the 
fire department and shut down the 
street in order to remove the activists. 
The police also created a "sterile zone" 
around the building and moved all of 
the media to the other side of the 
street, behind a palm-dotted median 
where their view was blocked. After 
the media was cleared away, the fire 
department brought out a saw and 
began to separate the activists. 

Both were arrested and given federal 
misdemeanor charges: nonconformity 
with direction during a demonstra- 
tion and disturbance, defined as con- 
duct on government property that 
obstructs the performance of govern- 
ment operations. They look forward 
to bringing the issue of nuclear testing 
before federal court. 


On the day of the test, Corbin 
Harney, a Newe (Western Shoshone) 
elder and spiritual leader, led a Sunrise 
Ceremony near the gates 
of the test site. This 
brought healing to the 
test site in the face of 
continued contamina- 
tion. After the ceremony, 
the vigil was moved to 


them to get into a road to be arrested 
and surrounded them. The group 
circled and locked arms with each 


i ne /ire aepanmem removes protesters 


Bagpipe protest on the federal building 

the gate itself, and five people snuck 
behind the barbed wire fences head- 
ing into Mercury, the off-limits se- 
cret government town about four 
miles inside the test site grounds. 
Though followed by several 
Wackenhut security vehicles, they 
managed to get to the intersection 

between two roads leading to "Con- 
trol Point" (where the button is 
pushed). After an hour, the 
Wackenhuts got tired of waiting for 


BELGIAN NUCLEAR "INSPECTORS! 


other, creating an opportunity 
to dialogue with the Wackenhuts 
as well as with a Department of 
^ Energy (DOE) security specialist 
I for more than an hour. The two 
£ women and three men were held 
| at the test site for an hour, issued 
citations and released. 

Following the test, a vigil was 
held at the Foley Federal Building 
to protest this hypocritical test. There 
was strong public support from pass- 
ersby. This test had been plagued with 
technical and safety problems since 
the beginning of its preparation at 
Lawrence Livermore Labs in Califor- 
nia. Even on the "shot" day the test 
was postponed for more than an hour 
while corrections were made. 

The test violates the spirit of the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty that 
the US signed in 1996. It is especially 
contradictory in light of the recent 


US reaction to nuclear testing in In- 
dia and Pakistan. The DOE says it is 
prepared to conduct two more sub- 
critical tests before 
the end of the year. 
A Los Alamos test 
named "Cimarron" 
will be the next test 
and then another 
Lawrence 
Livermore-designed 
explosion. We must 
organize to stop the 
next test. "Bagpipe" 
must be the last sub- 
critical test. 

We will continue 
| to organize and edu- 
cate the public about 
5 these tests. Thank 
§■ you to all of the ac- 
tivists around the 
world who sent let- 
ters to the US gov- 
ernment demanding that these tests 
be canceled. We also thank our friends 
in San Francisco, Moscow, ID, and 
New York City who held demonstra- 
tions and vigils. 

Call or write President Clinton and 
Secretary of Energy Bill Richardson, 
as well as your senators and repre- 
sentatives. Get all of your friends 
and co-workers to do the same. Help 
organize vigils and demonstrations 
in your towns. Write letters to the 
editor. Create affinity groups and 
began plans for nonviolent direct 
actions at federal buildings and 
nuclear weapons laboratories. 

President Bill Clinton, 1600 Penn- 
sylvania Ave., Washington, DC 20001; 
(202) 456-1111. Secretary of Energy, 
Bill Richardson, 1000 Independence 
Ave., Washington, DC; (202) 586- 
5230. Congressional switchboard 
(202) 224-3121. 


FACE DOWN ARMED GUARDS 


More than 60 people joined a major citizens 
inspection of NATO's nuclear weapons storage area 
at Kleine Brogel air force base in Belgium on October 
2. By the end of the day, 47 inspectors had been 
arrested as they entered the military base looking 
for the nuclear weapons, which they believe to be in 
violation of international law. 

For several years now there have been growing 
suspicions that the Belgian government made a 
secret treaty with the US, allowing the storage of 
American tactical nuclear weapons in Belgium. How- 
ever, the Belgium parliament's questions about 
nuclear weapons at this air force base have been met 
with silence or the typical military "we can neither 
confirm nor deny" response. A recent request by 
several Members of Parliament (MPs) to inspect the 
base was met with silence. The armed forces would 
like the nuclear weapons in Kleine Brogel and the 
110 members of the Munition Support Squadron 
guarding them kept out of the public eye and 
untouched by the democratic process. 

Recently For Mother Earth and War Resistors 
International, two international groups based in 
the northeastern part of Belgium, gathered clear 
evidence of the presence of 10 B-61 US tactical 
nuclear weapons of mass-destruction. According 
to our information, there have been nuclear weap- 
ons on this base since 1962. All information about 
the weapons has been withheld from parliament, 
obstructing any substantive parliamentary de- 
bate. Nongovernmental organization members 
giving information about the weapons to MPs are 
being intimidated, threatened with physical vio- 


lence and charged with "the gathering of military 
intelligence." 

This is happening while Belgian pilots from the 
23rd Devil and 3 1 st Tiger Squadron train to fly F- 1 6s 
carrying these weapons of mass-destruction, violat- 
ing Articles I and II of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty. Decisions about the weapons are made within 
the undemocratic and secretive NATO Nuclear Plan- 
ning Group. 

On October 2, around 1 p.m., nine MPs from the 
ruling Christian and Social Democratic Parties, as 
well as a Flemish regionalist party and the Green 
Party, jumped over or cut their way through the 
fence of the military base. The inspectors weren't 
intimidated by the circling military helicopter and 
Belgian national police and secret intelligence ser- 
vice officers that followed their every step. Most 
headed straight for the US part of the base. The 
politicians were soon joined by famous actors, 
priests, environmentalists and peace activists. Even 
three of the invited reporters and photographers 
joined in. 

The military, both Belgian and American, seemed 
stunned and paralyzed by this group of citizens 
taking seriously their individual responsibility to 
uphold international law, consciously breaking an- 
other law to prevent a greater injustice. 

Imagine the face of a US soldier shouting, "Halt," 
and pointing his gun producing no reaction or any 
effect on the inspectors who continued on their 
way. The inspectors were armed only with pens, 
clipboards and sometimes a camera. A sign an- 
nouncing that "the use of lethal force is authorized" 


didn't stop people from cutting their way through 
to this suspicious area. Even the dogs didn't seem to 
scare most of the inspectors. 

All that time, the inspectors remained cheerful, 
respectful and completely nonviolent, talking to 
the security personnel about their legal obligation 
to carry out this inspection to prevent the prepara- 
tion of crimes against humanity. 

It took quite a long time for the military to 
apprehend all the 47 wandering inspectors. They 
were finally gathered in a room near the main 
entrance and questioned by the national police. 
Around 4 p.m. all were released. 

The MPs have said they will start a parliamentary 
debate about this situation and will demand that 
Belgium start treaty negotiations to outlaw all nuclear 
weapons. These actions are supported by a recent 
opinion poll in which 72 percent of the Belgian 
public asked their country to take the lead in the 
start of such negotiations. 

Following this latest success in bringing our cam- 
paign to the attention of the public and politicians, 
we hope more people will link nonviolent direct 
action with political lobbying work. New inspec- 
tions are being prepared. 

An action booklet to organize citizens inspections 
is available on request through isa@motherearth.org. 

More details of this inspection and others have 
been posted. We are aware of more than 10 inspec- 
tions recently carried out or planned in Israel, the 
Netherlands, the UK and the USA. 

Please see our homepage for more details http:// 
www.motherearth.org/support.htm. 
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Israeli Antinuke Inspection 

Ten anti-nuclear activists, includ- 
ing Brits, Americans and Norwe- 
gians, were arrested September 24 
trying to enter the Dimona nuclear 
plant in southern Israel to conduct a 
"citizen's inspection." 

The arrests came after a demonstra- 
tion outside the plant at which the 
activists called on Israel to stop mak- 
ing nuclear weapons and to release 
Mordechae Manunu. Manunu was 
jailed in 1986 after revealing to the 
press that Israel had built more than 
200 atomic bombs at the plant. Activ- 
ists believe the government contin- 
ues to build nuclear weapons there. 

"Our demonstration is to tell the 
Israeli government this reactor and 
stockpiling and production of nuclear 
weapons is in violation of interna- 
tional law," said Rina Moss, spokes- 
woman for the Israeli Committee for 
MordechaeManunu and a Middle East 
Free of Nuclear, Biological and Chemi- 
cal Weapons. 

BLM Caught in Collusion 
with Ranchers 

"De-ranged: The Bureau of Land 
Management and the Plight of the 
American West," a 70-page report re- 
cently issued by the California group, 
Voice of the Environment, describes 
widespread mismanagement of pub- 
lic lands and details how ranching 
interests continue to set grazing poli- 
cies in Western states. The group ar- 
gues that the BLM has failed to meet 
its own rangeland regulations, defied 
congressional mandates and violated 
a federal law that directs public lands 
be managed for "multiple uses." The 
group maintains the BLM has been a 
party to an "insidious collusion with 
the livestock industry" for the past 50 
years and demands a full public ac- 
counting of its practices. 

Greenpeace Banners 
Niagara Falls 

On September 22, a Greenpeace 
team of international climbers hung a 
banner from an observation tower 
jutting 30-meters out over Niagara 
Falls gorge. The climbers, represent- 
ing Canada, the United States, Ger- 
many and Australia, were protesting 
the destruction of ancient forests in 
North America. The banner, measur- 
ing 20-meters high by 10-meters wide, 
read "Save Ancient Forests” and dis- 
played the Canadian and US flags. 

"More than 80 percent of the Earth's 
ancient forests have been destroyed," 
said Scott Paul, Greenpeace forest is- 
sues specialist. "We're here at Niagara 
Falls, on the border of the US and 
Canada, because both countries are 
contributing to the destruction of 
thousand-year-old trees." 

The US is one of the largest consum- 
ers of wood products from Canada's 
Great Bear Rainforest in British Co- 
lumbia. (See page 21.) 

Corporate Arsonists 

Mother Jones has reported that the 
massive Indonesian forest fires 
widely blamed on slash-and-burn ag- 
riculture and El Nino may actually 
be the result of arson paid for by 
nine Indonesian timber and agricul- 
ture companies. Wildfires burned 
six-million acres between 1997 and 
1998. "Fire crews would go into an 
area and put out the fire, then come 
back four days later and find it burn- 
ing again, and a guy standing there 
with a petrol can," said Neil Byron 
Center for International For- 
eSUy KeSearCh ‘ 
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Actions, Arrests at Wing Creek 


by Grumble and Shameless 

Amid the steep slopes and clear running springs of the 
Wing Creek Twentymile area of Idaho, the campaign to 
halt logging and roadbuilding in the Otter-Wing timber 
sale continues despite violence, threats, arrests, inclement 
weather, dwindling resources and a suit filed against the 
activists by the timber company and road contractor. This 
timber sale, and the 48 miles of new logging roads it calls 
for, threatens 52,000 acres of roadless public lands. 

On August 28, forest defenders forded the South Fork of 
the Clearwater River loaded with gear and supplies for yet 
another tree sit to block further construction of the 9463 
road. Soon the tree sit was discovered by one of the 
contractors. Freddie law enforcement arrived shortly there- 
after, set up shop under the tree sitters and proceeded to lay 
siege. Faced with the constant presence of activists hang- 
ing tree platforms and playing cat-and-mouse with the 
excavators and loggers, the Forest Service imported law 
enforcement officers from Montana and Utah. 



Activists maintained tree sits despite vandalism and violence. 


Things turned weird and got worse when two activists 
tried to go on a supply run to town. When they arrived 
where the van was supposed to be parked, there was no 
van. The two hitchhiked to Grangeville and were informed 
by one of their rides that the van had been impounded. 
Once in Grangeville, the van was located, and after a $160 
bail-out, it was discovered that it was full of bullet holes. 
The state police had towed it for so-called safekeeping. 

Back at Wing Creek, Sean Gale, while sleeping beneath 
an occupied tree, was dragged out of his sleeping bag and 
put in handcuffs without warning. The charge, violating a 
closure order, was later dropped. He and Mike Bowersox 
were again arrested while sitting on a log videotaping a 
logger from about 350-feet away. They were charged with 
impeding the logger, even though he never stopped work- 
ing while they were sitting there. 

After the tree sitters found nesting sites in a location where 
the machinery could not simply go around them, law en- 
forcement shifted its strategy to starving them down from the 
trees. On the night of September 3, with our sitters starving 
and out of water, supporters tried to break the siege and get 
supplies to them. Though he almost succeeded, "Turtle" was 
tackled by two super-Freddies and then chained to a tree for 
the next 14 hours. He was taken to Boise the following day. 

Two days later, with no water or food, Molly came down 
out of her tree. She was arrested and ended up with six charges 
for two previous tree villages. However, outraged Freddies 
were forced to release her when the Idaho County Sheriffs 
refused to take custody of the juvenile. The next night, 
reinforcements from Missoula arrived and jumped into the 
fray. They made a valiant effort to get supplies to the lone tree 
sitter, but they were tackled, sat on and hand cuffed to trees 


for several hours. The cops used numerous pain holds in an 
attempt to get them to walk. This failed, and they were carried 
away to join the growing group of friends in the Ada County 
Jail. Finally, after a week-long siege the lone sitter came down 
and was arrested. Altogether, four activists were arrested for 
trying to bring food and water to the sitters and were charged 
with, get this, aiding and abetting the maintenance of a 
structure. The contractors killed our two trees and continued 
their illegal and outrageous road building. 

On September 9, the newly released jail birds and sup- 
porters returned to the federal building in Boise during the 
early morning hours. Two activists scrambled up trees and 
hung a banner reading, "Stop Logging Idaho's Roadless 
Wild Lands." No arrests occurred, and we got the first bit 
of television coverage after a month of craziness. 

Our next action started late on the evening of September 
18, when activists again to took to the trees on a spur road of 
the Otter-Wing timber sale. Two sitters climbed high in the 
canopy and secured a web of traverses around the trees. The 
Freddies discovered the sit four days later and set up the usual 
siege. During the next seven days, loggers cut both in front of 
and behind the sitters. Early on the morning of the seventh 
day, a lone logger, with Freddies looking on, started to cut 
trees directly in the sit area to clear a path for the excavator. 
One tree missed a sitter by less than a foot and another missed 
a traverse line by a foot. After a path had been cleared for the 
excavator, the sitters came down to fight another day. 

While all this was going on, activists in Missoula were busy 
with their own actions. Before dark on September 24, 
protesters set up a tree sit and hung banners at the Region 
1 Forest Service Headquarters. We demanded to speak to 
Regional Forester Dale Bosworth about human and civil 
rights violations by Forest Service law enforcement officers, 
the illegal Otter-Wing timber sale and the six remaining 
Cove/Mallard sales. (The plan contains an unsupplemented 
Environmental Impacted Statement from '89, and the Na- 
tional Marine Fisheries Service and the Fish and Wildlife 
Service failed to signed off on the sale before road building 
started.) On day one of the sit, no one from the Forest Service 
would talk to us so we decided to stay. A support camp was 
established across from Region 1, and the tree sit continued. 
After a rainy night and day, suddenly there he was, Regional 
Forester Bosworth, at our makeshift camp. Bosworth lis- 
tened to activists for about 20 minutes but declined to 
1 answer questions or say much about the issues. 

| He did agree to accept evidence of law breaking in the 
I Otter-Wing timber sale at a later date. Using proceeds from 
g vegan bake sales, activists put together a violations packet 
| and organized a protest. On the appointed day, about 25 
§ folks gathered in front of Region 1 to demand that Bosworth 
| cancel the Otter-Wing timber sale. Bosworth failed to 
3 come and get our evidence so we figured we take it to him. 
Activists stormed the lobby, only to be ejected by the rent- 
a-cops guarding the building. About five minutes later, 
Bosworth came out and accepted the violations packet. 

The tree sits at Otter-Wing continued so the Freddies and 
the contractors, Shearer Lumber and Highland Enterprises, 
got together and filed for an injunction against the activists, 
naming John and Jane Does I-X as defendants. The Forest 
Service had no jurisdiction to enforce the temporary re- 
straining order against the activists so its interest in the new 
tree sits waned, and enforcement of the order was left to the 
hired company, Watson Security. This enabled the activists 
to escape after the road had been built around them. 

Throughout the summer, violence and threats against 
the activists have escalated. On August 21, the support 
camp was raided by armed employees of the road contrac- 
tor who shouted threats and insults and stole or destroyed 
all the gear they could get their hands on. Vehicles parked 
at the trailhead were shot full of holes on a number of 
occasions. Law enforcement's response has been lax, and 
sheriff's deputies and Forest Service law enforcement offic- 
ers have even destroyed evidence that could link the 
perpetrators to the crimes. It has only been through inces- 
sant pressure that we have even been able to get the state 
police to investigate. 

Currently, more actions are being set up in Otter-Wing. 
You are needed here. We need your help with the temporary 
restraining order and mounting legal costs. Also we have 
literature and videos we can provide to folks who want to get 
the story of this resistance out. We need camouflage, dry 
food, batteries, videotapes, warm gear for fall and (most of 
all) people willing to defend the great temperate forests and 
raging streams of Idaho. We will continue to resist until they 
stop their crazed road building and logging operations. 
Contact the Cove/Mallard Coalition at POB 8968, Moscow, 
ID 83843; (208) 882-9755; cove@moscow.com. 
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Muzzling a Mine in Montana 

Corporation Proposes to Trash Montana, Washington and Idaho 


by Lupito Flores 

"If it can't be grown, it's gotta be 
mined. " That's the common sentiment 
on the bumpers of rusted trucks bounc- 
ing down the back roads of Idaho and 
Montana. It's also the message you'll 
get from ASARCO, a member of the 
mining Mafia of the West, which is 
proposing one of North America's larg- 


est mines for northwest Montana. 

The mine would be located in the 
Rock Creek drainage in the north- 
western corner of Montana, just miles 
from the Idaho border and Idaho's 
largest lake, Pend Oreille. The pro- 
posed Rock Creek Mine would tunnel 
three miles under the Cabinet Moun- 
tains Wilderness for copper and silver. 

This monstrous project would dis- 
rupt critical habitat for mountain goat, 
elk, grizzly and black bear, fisher, duck 
and threatened bull trout. Rock Creek 
is home to genetically pure strains of 
Westslope cutthroat trout, another 
dwindling native population. The 500- 
acre industrial site would be visible 
and audible from the wilderness. 

ASARCO, a multinational monster 
saddled with 21 Superfund sites and a 


dismal environmental record, wants 
to discharge three-million gallons of 
wastewater daily into the Clark Fork 
River for 30 years, treating the waste- 
water with methods that are unproven 
for the scale of the project. ASARCO 
also wants to leave a permanent 100- 
million-ton waste-pile along scenic 
Highway 200, the Clark Fork River 
and Rock Creek, a core recovery area 
for the threatened bull 
trout and grizzly. Ni- 
trates and heavy met- 
als would flush into 
Lake Pend Oreille, 20- 
miles downstream of 
the site. The waste im- 
poundment would 
leach 29,000 gallons 
of contaminants into 
the ground water 
daily. ASARCO ada- 
1 mantly denies that 
I there is any possibil- 
| ity of groundwater 
» contamination and 
*; says it will use "state- 
| of-the-art" technology 
| in its operations. 

1 The state of Montana 
plans to give ASARCO 
the permit to barge for- 
ward. ASARCO 's plan, 
and the corrupted po- 
liticos who are greas- 
ing the wheels, fails to 
consider water quality downstream of 
Montana. The Region 10 office of the 
Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) is charged with protecting the 
waters of Idaho and Washington. To 
date, no such leadership has surfaced 
on this plan. Allowing the state of 
Montana, which doesn't even ad- 
equately protect its own waters, to de- 
termine the fate of the waters of Idaho 
and Washington is totally unaccept- 
able. Even Idaho's Governor Batthasn't 
spoken out against Montana's proposal 
to flush its shit downstream to Idaho. 

Now the Forest Circus is jumping on 
the metals bandwagon. A recent Forest 
Service report claimed that public com- 
ments on the Supplemental Draft En- 
vironmental Impact Statement were 
80 percent in favor of the mine. But the 


Rock Creek Alliance, the thousand-per- 
son coalition opposing the mine, ana- 
lyzed the entire 4, 500 public comments 
and found a different story. 

A tally showed overwhelming oppo- 
sition to the mine by residents of the 
Northwest. Some 3,000 of the 4,500 
comments received were from residents 
in Montana, Idaho and Washington, 
with 72 percent opposed to the devel- 
opment of the mine due to anticipated 
negative impacts on water quality, wild- 
life and wilderness. More than 99 per- 
cent of the Sandpoint, Idaho, com- 
ments and 85 percent of Noxon and 
Heron, Montana, comments opposed 
the mine. The remaining 1,500 com- 
ments came from 20 other states around 
the nation, mostly in the form of a 
leading questionnaire disseminated by 
the mining industry and wise-use 
groups favoring the project. 

Diane Williams, of the Rock Creek 
Alliance said, "[Their report] indicates 
that the agency is predisposed to issue 
a permit for the mine and is seeking to 
create an illusion of public support 
when it is clear from the record that 
only miners, not the general public, 
support the project. " Repeated attempts 
to have the Kootenai National Forest 
Service correct the report were rebuffed. 

As we near the new millennium, 
ignorance and greed continue to 
steamroll the environment. Don't get 
caught under a wheel! Urge the 
moneymongers not to underestimate 
the wilderness values we have in the 
Northwest. Most people live here be- 
cause of the beauty of the natural 
environment. Don't let the mining 
Mafia forget it. 

Contact the Rock Creek Alliance, 
1 3 1 9 N. Division, Sandpoint, ID 83864; 
(208) 265-8272; rca@netw.com or in 
Montana at 210 N. Higgins, Suite 206, 
Missoula, MT 59802; (406) 543-2947. 

Chuck Clarke, Regional Administra- 
tor, US EPA Region 10, 1200 Sixth 
Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101. 

Dale Bosworth, Regional Forester, 
Region 1, US Forest Service, POB 7669, 
Missoula, MT 59807; (406) 329-3439. 

Mike Dombeck, Chief, US Forest Ser- 
vice, POB 96090, Washington, DC 
20090-6090; (202) 205-1661. 



Rock Creek alliance members showing how much waste would be 
dumped per day by ASARCO. Two hundred thirty-two lbs nitrogen, 
225 lbs. aluminum, 105 lbs. manganese, 21 lbs. zinc, four lbs. 
copper, one lb. cadmium, one lb. lead, 1/100 lbs. arsenic and an 
additional 552 lbs. of suspended solids. 


Italian Feast from the Belly of the Beast 


by Robert Sutter III 

Tim and I cruised into the Safeway parking lot with our 
usual suavity and stealth, anticipating a scrumptious dive 
in the dumpster — a few choice muffins, cake, pastries and 
bread from the bakery bag. Who could guess what else we 
might find? Watchful to avoid the juicy stuff contained in 
the dreaded meat bag (leftovers from the butcher), dinner 
from the dumpster god is always a surprise blessing. 

So Tim and I shot down the loading ramp towards the 
digs when suddenly we saw the silhouette of our long lost 
chum Dave, already perched on the edge of the dumpster 
like a city salamander, snarfing down a tasty muffin right 
there. Son of a bitch! He had already found the bakery bag. 
(I know his cupboards at home are already well stocked 
with food; he just wanted some treats.) Tim and I let loose 
with some fearsome epithets and leapt from our bikes to 
dislodge him before he could steal all of the best treats. I 
jumped in to dig to the bottom. 

In short time we had thrown all the blockage from one 
dumpster into another and uncovered the booty: dozens of 
packages of Contadina tortalini, with matching tubs of 
pesto sauce! Yum, score! The retail value of it all must have 
been hundreds of dollars. 


I grabbed some plastic garbage bags and started bagging. 
Hey, look at me, I'm learning a trade! Suddenly, we heard 
a noise coming down the ramp and looked to see what it 
was. As a bicyclist pulled into the light at the bottom, we 
recognized him. It was Jake! What the hell, there are no 
coincidences. If this Safeway closed or started locking its 
dumpster, half the Santa Rosa punks would starve. 

We showed Jake what we had found and then split the 
find up evenly, as it is the dumpster divers’ honor to share. 
We are all comrades here at the bottom, and there is plenty 
for everyone. 

A mechanical noise sounded from inside the loading bay, 
from the belly of the dragon, and we all turned towards it. 
The metal gate began to roll upwards, and we knew we had 
only a few seconds to leave before the awakening beast spit 
forth fat and angry Safeway managers. The horror! 

Four pesky anti-capitalists jumped on their bikes and 
headed for home, bags bulging on the handlebars. Four 
"waste reclamation engineers" successfully plying their 
trade, securing a few days' food supply with tragically little 
effort. As Dave said it, "The owners should be put in jail for 
throwing this food out." 

In a world where wisdom is valued more than profits, 
they would be. 


6on£-s 

China's Clearcut Crisis 

Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao has 
publicly admitted that environmen- 
tal neglect, particularly severe ero- 
sion caused by heavy logging, is partly 
to blame for the country's devastat- 
ing floods. "Although, ihe govern- 
ment started by blaming the La Nina 
weather phenomenon for its worst 
flooding in decades, it has now ac- 
knowledged thatChina'sTUsh towards 
industrialization has taken a toll on 
: its environment," reports Agence 
France Presse. Flooding along China's 
major waterways killed more than 
3,000 people and caused millions in 
damage this year. Now the govern- 
ment has come up with a plan to have 
an army of lumberjacks lay down 
their axes and plant trees. The Chi- 
nese news agency Xinhua reported 
that the plan calls for a halt to logging 
by 65 lumber companies and a cut in 
timber production of four billion 
board feet by 70 other companies. 
China’s forests cover 2 15-million acres 
and unchecked logging could wipe 
out all its forests within 10 years, 

Xinhua quoted one expert as saying. 

- 1 ■■ ■ ■■■■ 

Exxon Kills 20 in Miami 

Green Party members in the Euro- 
pean Parliament recently proposed 
naming storms and hurricanes after 
major polluting and climate-chang- 
ing corporations like Ford, General 
Motors and Exxon. The G reens said if 
their plan was adopted it would call 
for headlines to read, for example: 
"Exxon Kills 20 in Miami." Parlia- 
ment, however, rejected the measure. 

Makah on the Hunt 

Members of the Makah tribe are 
going ahead with their plans to hunt 
grey whales off the coast of Washing- 
ton state despite loud protests from 
environmental and animal rights 
groups. So far, the hunt, which was 
due to begin October 1, has been 
thwarted by the presence of protest- 
ers. Captain Paul Watson watches over 
his crew and a flotilla of Sea Shepherd 
ships guarding the coastline, includ- 
ing an unusual submarine painted to 
resemble an orca. Activists say they 
intend to block any attempt by the 
Makah to initiate the hunt. The Makah 
assert that they have the right to hunt 
grey whales under terms established 
by the International Whaling Com- 
mission because the practice is a long- 
standing cultural tradition for the 
tribe. Critics have charged that the 
grey whale was never a food source 
for this indigenous group atld that 
their real motives are undermining 
anti-whaling regulations and profit. 

' . p . ' 

Ogoni 20 Freed 

"We can't thank all of you in per- 
son for the support you've given us 
over the last four years to secure the 
20s' [prisoners] release, but we thank 
each and every one of you for every- 
thing you have done," said Ledum 
Mitee, acting president of Movement 
for the Survival of the Ogoni People 
(MOSOP), a group leading the fight 
for the indigenous rights of the Ogoni 
in Nigeria. 

On September 18, MOSOP con- 
firmed that 20 Ogoni men held with- 
out trial since 1994 had been released 
from Port Harcourt Prison. They were 
accused of the same murder charges 
that the Nigerian military used as a 
pretext to kill Ken Saro-Wiwa and 
eight other Ogoni leaders in Novem- 
ber 1995. The hangings followed a 
universally condemned show trial. 
Mitee announced, "This is wonderful 
news. The Ogoni 20 are free. Now all 
the Ogoni people must be free.” 
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Eleven Months of Tree-top Outreach 


Julia Butterfly 



Far and Wide 


by Robert Parker 

In early October 1998, the ancient 
redwood called Luna will have been 
continuously occupied for one year, 
and forest activist Julia Butterfly Hill 
will mark the ten-month anniversary 
of her ascent to a platform high atop 
the 1,000-year-old tree. Enduring El 
Nino storms, helicopter harassment, 
a 10-day siege by Pacific Lumber (PL) 
security and the sorrow brought about 
by witnessing the destruction of a 
forest, her feet have not touched the 
ground since December 10 of last 
year. Yet Butterfly continues to perse- 
vere, inspiring people around the 
world while struggling to save the 
last of the ancient forests. 

Throughout the course of this ac- 
tion, many events have transpired on 
the ground that will affect the fate of 
our forests for decades to come. From 
the legislation surrounding the Head- 
waters Forest Agreement (the state 
and federal deal to purchase 7,500 of 
the 60,000 acres of Headwaters) to 
lawsuits bringing a temporary reprieve 
for old-growth stands in the Mattole 
River watershed, forest activists have 
consistently faced a rapidly changing 
landscape, both literally and politi- 
cally. Amidst these developments, the 
Luna tree-sit has grown in scope, 
adapting to meet the bigger picture 
issues that all of us, as defenders of 
the Earth, must address. The protec- 
tion of Luna and the surrounding 
hillside continues to be a primary 


goal and purpose of the action. Yet 
those involved in this almost year- 
long endeavor, especially Julia But- 
terfly herself, have expanded their 
vision beyond Luna to the ancient 
groves of the Headwaters forest, the 
halls of government in Washington 
and Sacramento, and to the very 


hearts and minds of people around 
the world. 

Carrying Julia's message of action 
to the world has become a focal point 
of the Luna tree sit. Working in close 
communication with numerous or- 
ganizations and individuals, this ac- 
tion has transcended its status as an 
isolated act of civil disobedience. The 


effort has indeed become an impor- 
tant component of the ancient forest 
campaign. From the development of 
Internet-based information, to a na- 
tional postcard campaign denounc- 
ing PL's Habitat Conservation Plan 
(HCP), a federal plan that would al- 
low the "incidental" takings of en- 


dangered species and allow the con- 
tinued destruction of the redwood 
ecosystem, to continuing with mas- 
sive public outreach, both personally 
and through the media, Luna (with 
the aid of on-the-ground organizers) 
has been utilized as a platform to 
inform and influence. Julia even lob- 
bied the California State Legislature 


via cell phone during recent negotia- 
tions surrounding appropriations for 
the Headwaters deal, a tree-sit first. 

"Even with the new protections in- 
corporated by the legislature, Luna 
and the slope she stands on will be 
destroyed under the Headwaters For- 
est Agreement and Habitat Conserva- 
tion Plan, along with hundreds of 
other similarly steep, unstable slopes 
and thousands of acres of virgin and 
residual old growth," said Butterfly. 
"The government once again has 
turned its back on the local residents 
and the endangered species that it is 
required to protect. We support the 
protection of habitat through public 
acquisition where necessary, but not 
when attached to a Habitat Conser- 
vation Plan that amounts to a li- 
cense to kill endangered species." 

As activists enter this newest phase 
of the campaign to protect Northern 
California's forests and watersheds, 
the resolve of those working to sus- 
tain the tree-sit grows daily. Julia 
Butterfly still remains high atop 
Luna. Food and other supplies are 
still delivered day by day, mile by 
mile, up into a tree that would not 
exist had it not been for the dedica- 
tion of a small group of determined 
activists and the support of a com- 
munity. The spirit of Luna lives on, 
inspiring each of us to find the 
strength within ourselves to do ev- 
erything that we can to create a world 
where all beings are treated with love 
and respect. 



Another beautiful day atop Luna 
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A Cell Phone Chat With Julia Butterfly 

by Josh Laughlin 

Swaying back and forth in the high canopy of the last ancient 
redwoods for nearly one year now, Julia Butterfly Hill has kept more 
than just her perch consistent. She has continued to address the 
redwood struggle through countless outlets, bringing the issue into the 
heart of mainstream America. She remains a thorn in the side of Pacific 
Lumber, pricking them each day by drawing global attention to their 
pillaging practices. 

Roosting 200-feet up in the protective branches of her 1,000-year-old 
friend Luna, Julia works busily, returning letters, lobbying officials, con- 
ducting interviews, aiding fellow activists, and spreading the message of 
love and respect for all life. 

High in these misty redwoods, this Butterfly has metamorphosed into a 
brilliant display of what the power of one can do to the world. As she sways 
into the fall rains, the issue of the redwoods continues to be addressed from 
up in the canopy. 

I recently had a conversation with Julia and asked some of those probing 
questions we start to wonder after her 11 months atop Luna. 


EF!J: If there is a frustration to being off the 
horizontal plane of the ground, what is it? 

Julia: The most frustrating thing is that I can't be 
in both places at once. I've always been the woman 
that wants to be very much in control. There has 
been many times in this action where I wanted to 
come down to the ground and fix things because 
they were falling apart. But I knew that that is not 
what I was supposed to do. I had prayed at one 
point and realized that I wasn't supposed to allow 
my feet to touch the ground until I had felt I had 
done everything I could to raise awareness to stop 
the destruction. Part of that process was going 
through everything I have gone through as a result 
of not allowing my feet to touch the ground. And 
of course, for months now, I could have allowed 
them to touch the ground whenever I wanted. But 
I felt I wasn't supposed to do that. So my only 
problem is not being able to be both places at once. 


EF!J\ Was this inner 
feeling a call you heard 
before you went up in 
the tree? 

Julia: Ultimately the 
calling for this, I think, is 
something that was in- 
grained in me upon con- 
ception. Everything in my 
life has helped me be 
where I am. I feel that we 
all have a purpose in life... 
My purpose in life, as I 
now see it, is to share this 
message of love and re- 
spect... I'm only here be- 
cause the universe, 
through Luna, was call- 
ing me. I'm blessed that I 
was open enough to hear 
it and let go of my past. I gave up everything. Had 
I not done that, I would not have been open to hear 
and receive the message. 

EF!J: Beside being perched up in Luna, what is 
the biggest way you have helped the Headwa- 
ters campaign? 

Julia: Outreach. One word. That has taken the 
form of mass media, lobbying, campaign 
strategizing and staying up all hours of the night 
listening to people in the movement vent their 
frustrations. But it all comes under the umbrella of 
outreach. 

EF!J: How do you think the Headwater's agree- 
ment and Habitat Conservation Plan will direct 
the future struggle at Headwaters? 

Julia: It just depends on what happens. One thing 
I have definitely learned up here is that if you expect 
one thing to happen, be prepared to know that your 
expectations are going to fall far, far short. 


I am not professing to know all the answers. I don't 
want it to come across like that at all. But I feel that 
we've got to take the issue out of the forest. We've got 
to take the forest issue to the city. I hear the message, 
"We're out in the woods because that is the point of 
production." No, it is not. The point of production is 
Charles Hurwitz's desk. The point of production is 
John Campbell's desk. The point of production is 
CDF [California Department of Forestry] that rubber 
stamps all the timber harvest plans. That is the point 
of production. The end result is the trees smashing 
into the ground. At this point we have to have people 
in the forest, but we need to take the issue of the forest 
to where it is originating from. If we don't, it is all 
going to go down for the rest of time until there is 
nothing left. Then people are going to wake up to it. 

They are going to use the loggers versus the envi- 
ronmentalist as the ultimate scapegoat. It is always 
going to be like that until we help people understand 
that it isn't loggers versus environmentalists. We are 
the people at the end of the production. We are not 
at the beginning of it. 

EF!J: What do you think is the best way to 
approach that philosophy? 

Julia: A lot of that depends. . . What I feel we have 
to do is know we have all given up our sovereign 
rights as individuals. We have given them up 
throughout history. So, we the generation of to- 
day, are reawakening to the fact that we didn't give 
away our sovereign rights, someone else did. And 
it is time to reclaim those. The structures that we 
live in are our shelters. The planet we live on is 
home. We have rights, as individuals, sovereign 
entities, as our own people within the people of the 
planet, to govern ourselves out of love and respect. 

I think the next stage is going back to all of these 
entities that have taken control — because people 

continued on next page 


Page 8 Earth First! Samhain 1998 




An Interview With Julia Butterfly 


(( 


continued from previous page 
have, on purpose or on accident, given 
these people the power that belongs to 
individuals — and begin reclaiming it. 
It came to me in the form of a message 
when I was praying. "Fear and anger 
makes us captive. It makes us pawns in 
the select few's games. Love frees us to 
take a stand against the destruction 
and the oppression. Only then can we 
realize the mastery 

of their game lies 

simply in refusing 
to play." 

Our hope lies in 
going back and 
reclaiming that 
right, but in love. 

And that is a hard 
thing for people to 
deal with. It was 

very hard for me 

when I was up 

here, when the trees were falling and 
the men were yelling horrible, ob- 
scene things that make me shudder 
even to think about. It was hard not 
to get pulled into their negative en- 
ergy. But I realized that ultimately, 
we can't expect a future that we do 
not foresee. So I foresee a positive 
future. I certainly can expect a posi- 
tive future if I’m networking in a 
positive way to reach that future... 

We have a lot of reasons to be afraid 
and angry. There are a lot of reasons 
out there to have those feelings. But 
what I've learned in my action was to 
take all those feelings and place them 
in the big hole that was inside me 
that had been carved out from all of 
those trees smashing into the ground 
around me and take in all of the love 
of the Earth. We as a society do things 
every single day to destroy this planet. 
Yet this planet continues to do its 
very best to give us life. If that is not 
love, I don't know what is. 

EF!J : What is Pacific Lumber's Achil- 
les heal? Do they have a weak spot? 

Julia: Yes they do. They lie. Lying is 
a very weak foundation. And 12 years 
of Maxxam's lies have built a house of 
cards that is beginning to crumble. PL 
and their lies made them horrible in 
dealing with me — attacking me with a 
helicopter and placing me under siege, 
hitting me with flood lights. When I 
told the whole world about it, Mary 
Bullwinkel [PL's spokeswoman], who I 
did a live debate on-line with, called 
me a liar. I said it was pretty sad that 
this woman- was calling me a liar be- 
cause I won't stoop to calling names. I 
had documented proof that what I was 
telling was the truth. She instantly 
shut up and changed the subject. They 
are still saying the same lies and stick- 
ing to the same excuses. It is looking 
worse and worse. 

EF!J: What do you think of prop- 
erty destruction in trying to preserve 
these 2,000-year-old redwoods? 

Julia: The first time I climbed up 
Luna and looked out to see the view, 
what I saw was PL. The first thing I 
said, and I didn't give it any thought 
or anything, I just said, "My god, 
what I could do with a good rocket 
launcher!" But ultimately that is 
something that none of us would 
ever do. What I have realized over 
time is if we want a positive future, 
everything, our actions, words and 
thoughts, have to be positive because 
all aspects shape our reality. 

Things like monkeywrenching, they 


may stop the very immediate nega- 
tive problem. The bigger issue is the 
consciousness. If I want to affect con- 
sciousness in a positive manner, I 
could never ever get there through a 
negative action. It is a hard pill to 
swallow. People are going to have to 
let go of that anger and fear. When 
you open yourself up to love, you're 
opening up yourself to tremendous 


Julia: The first thing I would do 
would be to tell him that the Earth 
and I love him. He can continue to 
destroy the physical embodiment of 
that love, but he will never be able to 
destroy that love because it is uncon- 
ditional. Then I would continue all 
day and show him what uncondi- 
tional love is all about. I would take 
him to these trees that are thousands 


And from my studying of Charles Hurwitz, I see the man 
does what he does out of the thrill of conquering. It is 
almost like a chess match. And it is not necessarily that 
he is out there to destroy the environment, he is out there 
to win the ultimate chess match. ” 


amounts of pain. So things like 
monkeywrenching... aren't violence 
on a person, but they are not positive. 

At the heart of these corporations 
are people with very real flesh and 
blood. These people driving these 
bulldozers and Charles Hurwitz rais- 
ing mass destruction are doing so 
because they have a hole inside them- 


of years old and talk to him about 
what they really do for this planet. 

And from my studying of Charles 
Hurwitz, I see the man does what he 
does out of the thrill of conquering. It 
is almost like a chess match. And it is 
not necessarily that he is out there to 
destroy the environment, he is out 
there to win the ultimate chess match. 



selves. If I attack them in any way, 
with my actions, words or my 
thoughts, I'm helping fuel that nega- 
tive pit that is inside of themselves. 
The only chance we ever have of 
changing things is sending love to fill 
that hole. 

EF!J: What would you do if you 
had the whole day alone with Charles 
Hurwitz? 


EF!J: How do you respond to the 
media that has focused on you and 
not the issue? 

Julia: The media would have been 
talking about the issues all along if they 
were interested in the issues. The me- 
dia knows the issue, but they are look- 
ing for a human-interest story. I, being 
the human interest, have done every- 
thing in my power to use that spotlight 


to focus on the issue. In my live radio 
spots, I get to talk about the issues. 

Last week, I got woken up three 
days in a row at 4:30 in the morning 
to do East Coast interviews. I woke up 
and did those interviews, and it had 
nothing to do with the fact that I had 
any interest with the spotlight being 
on me. I got on the radio and dealt 
with men acting like boys in a high 
school locker room. I've been through 
violent and brutal verbal attacks in 
some of these things And I have 
received letters from people who have 
said "thank you" for sticking to the 
message of love. All of the interviews 
last week focused on how I use the 
bathroom, how I stay clean and how 
I get off sexually. But I say that it is 
okay to make fun because I am going 
to keep talking about love and re- 
spect because it is going to plant seeds 
in people that are listening and will 
one day grow forests that you and all 
your disrespect can never ever cut 
down. And it works. 

EF!J: What would it take for you 
to come down out of Luna? 

Julia: I just came forward recently 
with terms for a resolution that would 
bring me down. It included a com- 
prehensive conservation easement 
where PL would look good in the eyes 
of the community. People within 
Earth First! went forward and pub- 
licly attacked me about it. They 
said, "Who am I to negotiate 
with the devil? Who am I to 
negotiate with the company 
that time and time again has 
proved its inability to be 
trusted?" On one side I was 
getting railed because I wasn't 
making demands, and on the 
other side I was getting railed 
because I was making de- 
mands. When in actuality, all 
1 did was come forward with 
terms for a resolution that 
would bring me down. I let 
everybody know that my be- 
ing in this tree was my de- 
mand. It is my demand, if 
nothing else, as long as my 
butt is in this tree, they can't 
have it. As long as I'm in this 
tree, I'm going to do every- 
thing in my power to reach 
the world. That is my demand. 

What I gave my word for 
was that I wasn't going to let 
my feet touch the ground un- 
til I felt like I had done every- 
thing I possibly could, and 
raise awareness and use that 
awareness to stop the destruc- 
tion. There is going to come a 
point in time when I will have 
done this to the best of my 
ability in this tree. There will 
come a point in time when I 
| can do it better from the 
| ground, where my being on 
J the ground can be more effec- 
I tive than my being in the tree. 
| My spirit led me up this tree. 
# I pray every single day in- 
tensely, asking for clarity and 
that my actions and my words 
and my thoughts be as posi- 
tively powerful and as powerfully 
positive as they possibly can. The 
final answer for me comes through 
prayer and listening to what my spirit 
tells me to do. 

Julia can be contacted through 
Luna Media Service at POB 1265, 
Eureka, CA 95502; (707) 839-8974; 
lunanews@humboldtl .com.; 
www.lunatree.org. 
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SOUNDCARDEN, REM, PEARL Jam FlCHT ROADBUILDING 


BY TK 

Environmental activists in the 
Northwest are welcoming some home- 
town folks with big names to the fight 
for the wild. The Washington Wilder- 
ness Coalition (WWC) recently formed 
a partnership with musicians from 
Soundgarden, Pearl Jam, and REM and 
their family members to support a ban 
on all new logging road construction 
in national forests. 

The artists requested a meeting 
with Vice President A1 Gore to dis- 
cuss their concerns over the inad- 
equacy of the road-building rule cur- 
rently under consideration. They 
write, "As musicians, our work 
reaches millions of young voters 
through radio, television and live 
performances across the country, and 
we feel a sense of responsibility to 
heighten awareness of the dire state 
of our national forests... Many of us 
live in and enjoy the Pacific North- 


west, a region still under siege by 
industrial logging. We have seen for 
ourselves the destruction caused by 
logging roads and clearcuts." 

The artists want politicians and the 
timber industry to know that leaving 
millions of acres unprotected in the 
Northwest is unacceptable and that 
they intend to do something about it. 
The bands cite a recent Wilderness 
Society report offering 24 examples 
of national forest areas that would 
still be threatened by logging and 
road building under the terms of 
Clinton's temporary road-building 
moratorium. They write in the letter 
to Gore, "With so many roads previ- 
ously built, with so little of our na- 
tional forests left intact, it is time to 
end the 'chainsaw welfare' tragedy 
that forces taxpayers to subsidize the 
destruction of their own national for- 
ests." REM drummer Peter Buck 
summed up the band's sentiment say- 
ing, "We can no longer afford to sit 


idly by as our government gives in to 
the logging industry. The stakes are 
too high and the damage already done 
too great." 


folks have to say seriously, even if A1 
Gore and the rest of the Washington 
establishment don't? The message 
should really be about how action is 


Will the MTV generation listen and take 
what these very famous folks have to say 
seriously, even if A1 Gore and the rest of the 
Washington establishment don't? 


The first week of October, Buck was 
taken on a flight over the forests of 
Mt. Baker in the Snoqualmie National 
Forest by Lighthawk, the pilots' asso- 
ciation dedicated to wilderness pres- 
ervation. A videographer filmed the 
excursion for use in a public service 
announcement on behalf of forest 
preservation scheduled to air on MTV 
November 18-26. 

Will the MTV generation listen and 
take what these very famous 


the antidote for despair and how it is 
up to us to protect the last remaining 
wild places. Turn off those TVs and get 
out in the wilderness. The sweetest 
music is there. 

To view a copy of the letter to Vice 
President A1 Gore, visit the Wild Wil- 
derness Coalition website at http:// 
wawild.org. You can write WWC at 
4649 Sunnyside Ave. N., Seattle, WA 
98103; (206) 633-1992, fax 633-1996. 


Street Salmon Scare Helen 


by Nat Scat 

It was a lovely day for an anti- 
salmon rally. Outside the Idaho State 
Capitol in Boise, People for the West, 
a local wise-use group, the Farm Bu- 
reau and their friends politely waited 
for their heroine Congressman Helen 
Chenoweth (R-ID) to speak. It was a 
rah-rah event to support hearings on 
her latest plot to streamline govern- 
ment waste and save fish by transfer- 
ring salmon management from the 
National Marine Fisheries Service to 
the Fish and Wildlife Service. Yawn. 

Suddenly, she arrived. Her fans 
stared in shock. Jaws dropped. "Oh 
my God, I've never seen her like that! " 
stuttered one onlooker. Environmen- 
talists started clapping. 

Floating along the sidewalk came 


the first-ever 15-foot-tall Helen 
Chenoweth puppet. Her huge hands 
were filled with money. Her face was 
beaming. She was in fine form, and 
she wanted some fish! And there they 
were! Six sockeye salmon in the way of 
her development hungry extractive 
industry buddies. 

She swooped down on the fish, chas- 
ing them through the helpless crowd. 
The salmon put up a good fight. "Help! 
Help!" they yelled, scooting out of her 
way. "She's killing me with sediment!" 
Fortunately, a nice Republican lady 
inadvertently got in the way and 
stopped Helen from smothering any 
more fish. 

The cops soon told Helen to behave 
so she floated up the steps and quietly 
observed the speakers. "Fish don't need 


water!" asserted a rally goer. 
"When plants and animals 
become more important 
than people, there's a prob- 
lem!" snorted another. 

But where was the real 
flesh-and-blood Helen? She 
never showed up! Her fans 
were very disappointed. Ac- 
cording to the local news- 
paper, Helen "skipped her 
scheduled appearance af- 
ter the puppet show." 

For more information 
about amusing and effective 
street theater in Idaho, con- 
tact the Northern Rockies 
Preservation Project, POB 
625, Boise, ID 83701; (208) 
345-8077; nrpp@lesbois.com. 



Chenoweth canceled an appearance after street theatre in 
Boise illuminated her destructive environmental position. 


" Cove/Mallard, " But Did Dave Say Boobies? 



"It's just not normal behavior." 


by Natalie Shapiro 

The amazing but true story of how 
my friends and I got David Letterman 
to say "Cove/Mallard" and how I fi- 
nally got arrested for something: 

So I've been going around topless 
for awhile in Idaho and really wanted 
to push this issue. One of my goals 
when I came back here was to push it 
by trying to change the laws. I didn't 
expect it to happen within an week of 
coming back though! 

One day I walked through Moscow 
with a friend, me topless, her not. It 
was stressful. People staring felt weird. 
That night, I was talking about it, 
wanting to push it and perhaps get 
arrested. My friend Lori said, "Lets do 
it!" Another friend, Stacey, wanted to 
also. It was very hot so we decided to 
hang out in Moscow topless and see 
what happened. 

The following Tuesday, us three 
women (shirts on), with three topless 
male friends, walked toward down- 
town Moscow. By the time we got to 
the hospital, we were tired of our shirts. 
Ahead of us, we saw two other topless 
male friends. That was enough. They 
were topless; we should be too. 

We ripped off our shirts. A cop car 
happened to be right behind us and 


pulled over about 50 yards in front of 
us. The cops first asked one of our 
male friends to, "Tell your girlfriends 
to put their shirts on." The guys just 
stared at them. 

To their dismay, the cops had to 
approach us and ask us directly. 
"What about the guys?" we answered. 
"They don't have to put their shirts 
on. We don't want to put our shirts 
on." The officers (four or five, with 
three cop cars) pleaded with us to 
just put our shirts on so we all could 
enjoy the rest of the day. "Please, 
ladies, you're distracting people. Chil- 
dren might see!" At that moment, a 
friend walked up with her two kids. 


aged 9 and 
14. The cop 
looked at us 
as if to make 
a point. Hee, 
hee. These 
weren't just 
any ordi- 
nary kids. 

The cop 
got out the 
Moscow City 
Code and 
read us the 
section un- 
der indecent 
exposure: "No person shall willfully 
expose his or her private parts..." 

"Men's breasts are public; women's 
breasts are private," said the cop. 

We said we wouldn't put our shirts 
on because the law was clearly vague. 
"It's just not normal behavior for la- 
dies to go topless in society!" added 
the cop. "A hundred years ago it wasn't 
normal behavior for ladies to vote or 
wear pants! How do you think unjust 
laws change?" we retorted. 

The cop called the prosecutor. The 
cop said he would give us a citation 
unless we put our shirts on. No. So we 
were arrested, still topless (boy did 
they handle us carefully!), and taken 


to jail. During the arraignment, the 
judge seemed to think it was amusing 
and even winked. He fined us $ 1 1 5, 
with no jail time. 

We sent out a press release, and the 
next day, the shit hit the fan. The 
media was all over it. People were 
talking about us all over town — in the 
banks, at gas stations, and when Lori 
went to pick up the photos of the 
action, the employees were quite in- 
trigued. "Did you know it got men- 
tioned on the Paul Harvey show?" 
they asked. 

The local coverage rocked — full- 
page photos of us, great stories. One 
paper talked about us being Earth 
Firstlers working to save Cove/Mal- 
lard. That story hit the Associated 
Press wire and David Letterman men- 
tioned it. 

A nudist group contacted us and 
offered to pay most of the attorney 
fees. A local kick-ass attorney is rep- 
resenting us virtually for free. We 
just had a pre-trial hearing and our 
attorney is fighting the charge on 
two grounds; that forcing us to wear 
shirts is discriminatory, and the law 
specifies that "private parts" must be 
covered, which is defined consis- 
tently in court cases as "genitalia" 
not breasts. 
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Task Force Investigates Warner Blockade 


by Lacey Phillabaum 

Most activists of the road pecking, tree sitting, free 
stating bent can't really picture themselves morphing 
into the dress wearing, hand shaking, do-gooding, 
lobbyist types who testify valiantly but futilely in 
high-class congressional hearings. 

But it looks as though activists from Oregon's 
West side are not just going to testify, but be the 
subject of such a hearing! 

That's right, Cascadians, you too could be the 
subject of a congressional investigation if you were a 
part of the W arner Creek blockade. But while it might 
be nice to say, "Look Ma, they're talking about me on 
C-SPAN," the investigation has a down side as well. 

The wildly successful Warner Creek blockade 
stopped logging on 9 million board feet of formerly 
protected spotted owl habitat in the Oregon Cas- 
cades. The majestic forests lost their protected status 
when an arsonist set the ridgeline ablaze in 1991. 
The Forest Service wrongly assumed the fire-scarred 
area would no longer support spotted owls and set 
the trees on the auction block. In fact, the owls 
thrived in the reinvigorated burn area, and many a 
night they could be heard hooting overhead as 
protesters chipped away at Forest Service road 2408, 
closing access to the timber sale purchaser. 

Ultimately, the sale was stopped by the 
groundswell of support that the blockade and the 
outreach work maintained. In 1996, the Clinton 
administration canceled the sale and bought it back 
from the purchaser. 

Because the activists used direct action to perma- 
nently halt a timber sale with seeming impunity, 
the victory has stuck like a caw in the throats of the 
timber industry. Presumably at industry's behest, 
the House Resources Committee, under the leader- 
ship of Don Young (R-AK), has been very quietly 
investigating the "Warner Creek Timber Sale Eco- 
Terrorism Incident" since September 1997. To date, 


the Republicans on the 
committee have com- 
piled thousands of pages 
of documents from the 
Department of Agricul- 
ture, the Forest Service, 
the Council on Environ- 
mental Quality and the 
Department of Justice, 
among others. Twice, 

Don Young has subpoe- 
naed (without the sup- 
port of the full commit- 
tee) records and docu- 
ments from various gov- 
ernment agencies and 
two phone companies. 

Interviews have been 
conducted with a num- 
ber of unnamed people, 
some in Oregon. 

In September of this year, Young tried to legiti- 
mize this witch hunt by formally establishing a 
three-member task force to complete the investiga- 
tion. The task force would be composed of two 
Republicans on the House Resources Committee 
and one Democrat, to be chosen by committee 
Minority Leader George Miller. 

At this point, Miller stands strong against the 
investigation, refusing to legitimize the task force 
by appointing a Democrat. He led the committee's 
Democrats last June in refusing the committee sub- 
poena power over the incident. In short, he told 
Young that, "Your inquiry appears a partisan effort 
to harass and intimidate federal agencies under- 
taken largely in secret by the Majority." 

But Miller is not hindering the investigation for 
the honor of the valiant activists who stopped the 
sale. While it's difficult to guess what exactly Young 
is trying to achieve with this investigation, his 


Warner Creek, site of the longest road blockade in Forest Service history, continues to be an area of 

controversy. Can you spot the criminals in this picture? 

immediate focus seems to be on wrongdoing by the 
agencies that should have removed the blockaders 
from the road, not the blockaders themselves. Miller, 
presumably, is attempting to cover for the Clinton 
administration. He wrote to Young on September 
24, "The Majority has raised the specter, in a memo 
distributed to Members, of wrongdoing by Admin- 
istration officials, including violations of unspeci- 
fied criminal laws. Yet no evidence has been dis- 
closed either to the Minority or to the public to 
support these and other serious allegations." 

Fortunately for us, the investigation seems to be at 
a stalemate for now. But when Young decides to target 
activists exclusively, we can't count on Miller's cover 
anymore. And, of course, if Young and his handlers 
can suddenly decide to investigate a successful cam- 
paign that ended years ago, perhaps we ought to send 
word to the many activists from Redwood Summer, 
Cove/Mallard and every other victory that surely 
lingers as bile in the throats of the timber beasts. 


SPRAWL MONSTER WREAKS HAVOC 



The Sprawl Monster spent the morning with activists at 
the Madison farmer's market to help publicize a protest at 
the Parade of Homes event before going out to the proposed 

development site. 


The Economic Costs 
of Runaway Sprawl 

The US Department of 
Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment calls sprawl "the 
most expensive form of 
residential development in 
terms of economic costs, 
environmental costs, natu- 
ral resource consumption 
and many kinds of per- 
sonal costs." 

Sprawl doesn't just cost 
the home buyer, it costs 
the whole community. The 
city of Franklin, just out- 
side of Milwaukee, esti- 
mates that each new home 
built costs taxpayers more than 
$10,000 for the establishment of ser- 
vices like new roads, extension of sewer 
and water lines, more police and fire 


agricultural region, farmland is being 
developed at a rate of 10 square miles 
each year. Nationwide, 50 acres of prime 
farmland are overrun by urban sprawl 


Every year, real estate developers in 
Dane County, Wisconsin, sponsor the 
"Parade of Homes." This "community 
event" showcases luxury homes and 
encourages the urban sprawl that di- 
rectly threatens our farm- 
lands, green spaces, wild- 
life and the vitality of inner 
cities. The Parade of Homes 
exhibits half-million dol- 
lar homes built on former 
farmland and green space, 
areas future generations 
will someday wish they still 
had. The Parade of Homes 
is more a Charade of 
Homes, a celebration of 
conspicuous consumption 
and destruction of nature 
for profit. ' or,r ’ 


protection and a plethora of other 
publicly financed infrastructure. 

The Threat to Farmlands 

In southeastern Wisconsin, a prime 


each hour. The loss of farmland both 
here in Wisconsin and across the US 
directly threatens efforts to improve 
sustainability and bioregional self-suffi- 
ciency. Sacrificing our farmland means 
communities become more dependent 
on food shipped over hundredsof miles. 

Threats to Green Spaces 

Sprawl not only consumes farmland, 
it also destroys our forests, prairies and 
wetlands. Habitat is irrevocably altered 
or destroyed with each new housing 
subdivision and shopping complex. 
The rate of wetland destruction has 
increased 200 percent within the last 
30 years. Nationally, 20,000 acres of 
wetlands are destroyed each year. 

The pollution generated by urban 
sprawl damages vulnerable existing eco- 
systems. Toxic runoff from streets and 
parking lots often exceeds Wisconsin's 
acute toxicity standards for such heavy 
metals as lead, zinc and copper. One of 


the most noticeable effects of environ- 
mental degradation and loss of habitat 
is the decline of the songbird popula- 
tion. Two-thirds of all bird species are 
on the decline, and loss of habitat due 
to development is a primary cause. 

For more information contact the 
University of Wisconsin Greens, 731 
State St., Madison, WI 53703; (608) 
262-9036. 

•Number of acres blacktopped each 
year: 1.3 million (equal to the state 
of Delaware) 

•Amount of rural land turned over 
to development every day: nine 
square miles 

•Number of acres of farmland lost to 
erosion each year: one million 
•Residential space per American: 
1950—312 sq. ft., 1993—742 sq. ft. 
•Median size of a new house built in 
the US: 1949—1,100 sq. ft., 1970— 
1,385 sq. ft., 1993—2,060 sq. ft. 

— University of Wisconsin Greens 


Hunting Knife May Net Activist 10 Years 

by Stan Wilson 

In the wee hours of August 4, 1998, unidentified individuals dressed in 
camouflage appeared like a goon squad and descended on Fall Creek, the home 
of yet another Forest Service atrocity — the "Clark" timber sale. "Free," a forest 
activist long associated with the "Red Cloud Thunder" uprising at Fall Creek, 
woke or was jerked from his slumber to see a man in camouflage on top of a 
screaming woman. Free, reacting instinctively, tackled the encroacher. Little 
did Free know that the woman's attacker was a Forest Service law enforcement 
officer. When the officer identified himself, Free went compliant. 

Free has been indicted by a grand jury and was arraigned on September 21, 
charged with misdemeanor assault and using a "deadly and dangerous weapon." 
Free is being charged for having a hunting knife on his person at the time of the 
incident. Because Free has had two previous weapons conviction, he could face 
a sentence of ten years if convicted. Free will go to trial in federal court on 
November 17. Free has entered a plea of not guilty. In December, Free will face 
state charges for the same incident. 
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Explojr t||e MecHa 


by George Monbiot 

Every battle we fight is a battle for 
the hearts and minds of other people. 
We might, with good reason, regard 
mainstream papers and broadcasters 
with extreme suspicion; we might feel 
cheapened and compromised by en- 
gaging with them, but the war we're 
fighting is an information war, and 
we have to use all the weapons at our 
disposal. Whether we use the media 
or not, our opponents will. However 
just our cause and true our aims, they 
will use it to demonise and demolish 
us, unless we fight back. 

What We Are Up Against 

Every media outlet shares the same 
principal aim: to expand its share of 
the market. They focus on events 
rather than issues, and especially 
trivial, flashy and colorful events. 
On the face of it, this is a major 
disadvantage for us, as our aim is to 
make people aware of big and impor- 
tant issues. 

Many outlets have a secondary aim: 
pandering to the prejudices of their 
proprietors. Most large news-gather- 
ing organizations are owned by per- 
verse billionaires whose interests are 
at odds with those of the rest of soci- 
ety. In practice though, while their 
editors and proprietors may be total 
bastards, a lot of journalists are not 
bad people, just weak and cowardly. 
Many of them want to help and will 
look for opportunities to do so with- 
out upsetting their bosses. 

Most media outlets are also very 
conscious of the views of their adver- 
tisers. The result is, once again, con- 
servatism; journalists appear to be 
terrified of telling their audience 
something it doesn't know already. 

Another thing we're up against is 
that while we take our campaigns 
seriously, interviewers tend to see 
their work as a game. To them the 
outcome is immaterial, but the game 
must be played by a set of rules. If you 
don't play by the rules, it's a foul and 
you're sent off. As our only objective 
is to win, regardless of etiquette, we 
tend to foul more often than other 
contributors. The good news is we 
have several significant advantages 
over our opponents. 

Our Advantages 

We're genuine people, not hired 
hands defending a corporate or in- 
stitutional position. This shows 
when we allow it to; an open and 
straightforward appeal to common 
sense can cut through the clamor of 
self-interest and spin-doctoring with 
powerful resonance. When we keep 
our message uncluttered and get 
straight to the point, we can be 
devastatingly effective. 

People are increasingly prepared to 
listen to what we have to say. Many 
know in their hearts that things are 
going badly wrong and could be much 
better. Activists have often been able 
to reach parts of the public psyche 
that no one else could, as we articu- 
late sentiments that have never been 


put into words before. We're color- 
ful, fun, outlandish and outrageous. 
Much as television executives might 
claim to hate us, television cameras 
love us. 

How to Get the Press to 
Come to Your Action 

News doesn't just happen; it is 
made to happen. News is managed 
and manipulated, and if we don't 
manage it, someone else will. Media 
work tends to be tacked onto actions 


as an afterthought, almost always 
too little and too late, which means 
that actions often end up alienating 
more people than they reach, or even 
worse, are completely ignored. If we 
built our tree houses with as little 
forethought and care as we conduct 
our press work, there would have 
been some pretty gruesome accidents 
by now. 

Reaching the media is as time-con- 
suming, demanding and necessary as 
building lock-ons or digging tunnels. 
If we don't start tackling this task 
with the efficiency and creativity that 
we bring to the rest of our work, we'll 
be beat again and again by our oppo- 
nents. Every action aimed at altering 
public opinion must have a dedi- 
cated media coordinator whose job is 
to ensure that the activists' point of 
view reaches the wider world. She or 
he must be responsible for planning a 
press strategy, drawing up a hit-list of 
journalists, preparing press releases 
and briefing spokespeople. 

Ideally, the coordinator will build 
up a small team, including someone 
to dispatch up-to-the-minute press 
releases and people to escort jour- 
nalists who come to an action. Not 
everyone is going to be good at han- 
dling the press. To do the job well, 
you need to be confident, sociable 


and pretty mouthy. At least one per- 
son on the team should be able to 
write well. But media skills, like any 
others, can be learnt, and surpris- 
ingly quickly. 

Timing is Critical 

You have to give journalists enough 
notice of your action or initiative but 
not so much that they forget about it. 
A good time to put out an advance 
press release is about ten days before- 
hand, with a second one sent out two 


days beforehand. Journalists don't 
only have three-second attention 
spans, they also have three-second 
memories, so you've got to keep on 
their case. 

The day of your action is also impor- 
tant. A great day for an action, from 
the point of view of publicity, is Sun- 
day, as not a lot happens then. If you 
can do it before lunch so much the 
better. The later in the day something 
happens, the less likely the newspa- 
pers are to cover it, as they can't get it 
to press on time. Look out for what 
else is happening that day. If there's a 
huge story pending or an alternative 
event, don't compete. 

Pre-publicity 

Most journalists are also astound- 
ingly unimaginative and cowardly: 
They don't want to touch an issue 
unless it's already been mentioned 
in the press. If you can pull it off 
(and it's not always possible), it's 
very useful to get a friendly and trust- 
worthy journalist interested in the 
action a week or two beforehand, 
without giving too much away. The 
best way to achieve this is by first 
finding your journalist. Invite her/ 
him to your meetings (make sure 
they won't make use of anything 
they hear without your permission). 


Create an atmosphere of secrecy, 
excitement and intrigue, which only 
that journalist (or, as a maximum, 
two or three journalists) is privy to. 
All journalists love to imagine they're 
in the "Famous Five." Be very nice to 
them and make them think they're 
part of the gang. Once it's been men- 
tioned in the press, you'll find that 
there's a lot more interest from other 
reporters. Pathetic really, but there 
you have it. 

Press Releases 

Journalists speak only one language, 
and that's their own. This means that 
your press release should mimic the 
format and style of a news story. It's a 
simple and straightforward formula 
and must be applied. If it isn't, your 
press release won't work. Period. Es- 
sentials are: 

• The name of your organization/dis- 
organization — big, bold and across the 
top of the page. 

• One or more contact names. 

• Contact number(s) where contacts 
are definitely going to be for at least the 
next two days. (Mobile phone num- 
bers are useful.) 

• An embargo, which means that 
you are instructing journalists not to 
publish or broadcast the informa- 
tion in the press release before a 
certain time. There are several good 
reasons for an embargo. Journalists 
will know they aren't going to be 
trumped by anyone else getting in 
before them. It creates a sense of 
event. Time lines concentrate jour- 
nalists' minds. You know when to 
expect publicity so you can plan sub- 
sequent news management around 
it. But an embargo doesn't mean 
that journalists won't phone the 
police or the company due to be 
occupied and ask what they think. 
So don't stick anything in your press 
release which you don't want to be 
generally known. 

• The headline: It must be short, pithy 
and to the point. Avoid mystery or 
elaborate puns. The purpose of the 
headline is to grab the journalists' 
attention and give them an idea of 
what the press release is about. It must 
be no more than eight words long. 
Writing headlines isn't easy so prac- 
tice. Look at how they do it in the 
papers, then try writing headlines for 
imaginary actions. Remember: In this, 
as in all writing, a straightforward, 
plain style is best. 

• The text: There is nothing so compli- 
cated that its essential point can't be 
summarized in a simple sentence. Work 
out what you're trying to say, then boil 
it down to its essence. Keep it simple 
and avoid jargon. Above all, make sure 
that the first and second paragraphs 
have covered all the five W's: who, 
what, where, when and why. Assume 
that j oumalists know nothing and have 
very little time. The sight of a huge 
block of text that is hard to digest will 
put them off. They want to look at one 
page and know the essentials of the 
story are there. 

continued on next page 
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MAXXAM'S MEDIA WATERLOO 


by Stan Wilson 

Now that the nation has heard of the murder of David 
Chain, our movement to save not only Headwaters but 
the planet should take a step back from our grief and 
outrage to asses what his death means. A few days ago 
I came across a recent Time magazine article about 
David. I rarely read Time in depth because, well, there 
is no deptlyq jt. Time, like all mass media, is normally 
just wasted fluff. But, I digress. 

Not long ago, I saw an article about Julia Butterfly in 
a publication called Jane. It was really a waste of paper 
except the article put Julia in the minds of many 
teenagers and that has value to our struggle. Then Time 
ran its own Julia article. Hell, it looked like the Ameri- 
can public was waking up from its consumption- and 
prozac-induced slumber. Then David was murdered. 

Hearing all that I heard up here in Journal Insanity 
Control Center, I really thought EF! was going to 
blow it media-wise. Too much soft language, too 
much fear. Palco, Maxxam and, yes, the logger who 
killed David were going to slip off the hook it seemed, 
and David was going to be allowed to die in vain. 
Allowed to, not by those who always allow these 
things to be covered up and newsspeaked away, but 
allowed to die in vain by EF! 

However David's murder was or was not being 
handled, the Time article about his death is as impor- 
tant to EF! as Walter Cronkite's declaration, "The war 
in Vietnam is wrong," was to the anti-war move- 
ment. After the old codger made that statement, the 
war was doomed. The valium wore off, and Mr. and 


Mrs. America woke to the atrocity called the Vietnam 
War. Our country lost the support not just of college 
professors and students, but of the average American, 
thus lost the war. The anti-war movement marched in 
the streets and brought home via TV the sadness and 
sickness that was Vietnam. The war to end Vietnam, 
if you will, was won not in Ramparts or Rolling Stone, 
but on CBS, ABC, NBC, etc. The war was won in the 
mainstream media. 

Our war to save the redwoods, the bison, the what- 
ever, is being fought very bravely in the forest, on the 
plains and wherever EFlers are on the frontlines. The 
propaganda war, however, is being fought on CNN and 
in the pages of Time. It is here that we have tradition- 
ally not fought well (for a variety of reasons beyond the 
scope of this piece) . Now we have been given Maxxam 's 
media Waterloo. What Time said is this: Maxxam is 
wrong, the war against the redwoods is wrong, Palco is 
wrong, EF! is right. Time has given us a Cronkite 
statement. 

Now it is up to this movement, at this moment, to 
stand up and speak in true and strong voices. Not only 
are we watching Maxxam, Palco and the California law 
enforcement/justice departments but so is the main- 
stream media. As Americans rise from their slumber, 
Time has given us a unique opportunity to let all 
Americans see death and destruction — including mur- 
der — being carried out in Pacific Lumber/Maxxam's 
name. For the first time in a long while, I have hope. We 
can win; we all know we deserve to. For the sake of David 
Chain and those who will unfortunately probably fol- 
low him, and for the wild, we must win. 
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The Pennsylvania 
Hellbender's Fate 

A new report describes h< 
the "most gruesome and rai 
animals of the northwest P 
nia woods is fast disappea 
hellbender, a large black sa 
that reaches an average lengi 
than two feet, has disappe; 
60 percent of its original stn 
tat in Pennsylvania. It is "n 
charismatic megafauna," sal 
professor Art Hulse in an 
with the Philadelphia Inquire 
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The Worst Congress Ever 

A number of national and regional 
conservation groups placed a full-page 
ad in the August 31 Western edition 
of the New York Times stating that the 
"current 105th Congress is on the 
brink of enacting more anti-environ- 
mental legislation than any Congress 
in American history." The ad com- 
pares the 30 anti-environmental "rid- 
ers" on appropriations bills enacted 
by the 104th Congress, to the nearly 
70 pending riders in the 105th. The 
groups called the 105th the "worst 
Congress ever" from the environmen- 
tal point of view. 


Sex and Pollution 

In the latest issue of Environmental 
Science and Technology, British re- 
searchers presented findings on a pre- 
viously unrecognized way that 
pollution affects wildlife. The report 
describes "the first documented ex- 
ample of widespread sexual disrup- 
tion" in a case study of fish in UK 
rivers. Concentrations of sewage ef- 
fluent containing estrogen-like chemi- 
cals are causing many fish to be born 
half-male, half-female. Biologists are 
alarmed over this widespread trend, 
which has also been noted in Florida's 
alligator population. Because people 
suffer less exposure to the chemicals 
believed to cause the phenomenon, 
scientists say the effects on the hu- 
man species may be more subtle. 

Global Forests at Risk 

About one-tenth of the world's 
known tree species are in danger of 
extinction, according to a report fi- 
nanced by the Dutch government 
and released at the start of a recent 
United Nations forum on forests. The 
"World List of Threatened T rees" says 
that nearly 9,000 of the world's esti- 
mated 100,000 tree species are vul- 
nerable and 1,000 are "critically 
endangered," with some species re- 
duced to less than 100 trees. 

• 

Suit Pushes Zero Cut 

A suit against the federal govern- 
ment for failing to finalize the 1995 
Renewable Resources Planning Act 
(RPA) program could significantly re- 
duce public lands logging. A 22-mem- 
ber coalition contends that charges 
should be brought against the US For- 
est Service (USFS) for failing to ini- 
tiate the 1995 RPA program, which 
was created to manage the National 
Forest System as a whole for a period 
of five years. An injunction is being 
sought that would prohibit the USFS 
from awarding any timber sale con- 
tracts until the required Environmen- 
tal Impact Statement (EIS) has been 
prepared and the RPA program final- 
ized. Jake Krielack, of the Native For- 
est Network stated, "The result of the 
Forest Service preparing an EIS... [is] 
that the USFS will have to admit for 
all the public to see that continued 
commercial logging of our national 
forests is not in the public interest 
and should be halted." 
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Before h Explohs You 

continued from previous page interested in/sympa- 
Additional notes and details about the thetic to the cause, 
rationale for the action: e.g. facts, fig- The more you reach 
ures and issue background, can be the better. If it is a big 
sent on a separate page. action, contact na- 

News is meant to be all about nov- tional print and tele- 
elty so emphasize what's new about vision media. Faxing 
your action. This shouldn't be diffi- is still the best way to 
cult as the EF! movement is so ere- send press releases, 
ative and innovative. For example, a and a fax modem is 
new political aspect of the story invaluable. Don't use 
might attract journalists' attention snail mail; it invari- 
to your protest. ably gets lost, disre- 

The most critical press release is the garded or placed on 
one that goes out about two days the bottom of the 
before the event. If your action is pile. To get fax num- 
outside and you're organizing trans- bers, simply phone 
port to get there, say so in the press the papers, TV and 
release, pointing out that j ournalists radio stations in ques- 
are welcome to join you. It's also tion and ask for the 
important to send out one the mo- fax number of the 
ment the action begins, telling them news desk. If you also 
you've succeeded in stopping work want to send your 
on the bypass, locking Group 4 in press releases to par- 
their offices, etc. If it's a one day ticular journalists at 
action and your press person has still the same organiza- 
got the energy and resources, send tion, it's best to get 
out a fourth press release saying how their fax numbers 
it all went. A journalist's interest is from them. Keep all 
pretty unpredictable and could be the numbers you get 
stimulated at any time. If the action for future reference, 
lasts longer than one day, send out a You can be abso- 
new press release every day, as long as lutely certain that 
you've got something to say. Once something will get lost in the news- tences. The first question the journal- 
the event is in the press already, there rooms you're targeting: your press ist will ask is "What's it all about 
will be plenty of opportunities for release, the journalist's concentration then?" and her/his attention will 
follow-ups. This is the time when you or the essence of the story. This means wander if you spend more than ten 
can sometimes get them to cover the you must follow up with a phone call. seconds telling them. However rude 
issue you're trying to highlight, rather Just a quick one will do. Ask: "Didyou they are, never fail to be polite and 
than simply the event. get it? Will you be covering the ac- charming: At the very least, you'll 

The secret of all successful press tion? Do you need any more informa- put them to shame, 
releases is getting them to the right tion?" They're likely to be rude, gruff Part two of the article "Exploit the 
people so find out who the right and unhelpful. But don't be put off. Media Before It Exploits You" by George 
people are. Make a list of media out- They're paid to be like that. Make Monbiot will be printed in the Decem- 
lets you want to reach and indi- sure you're ready, if need be, to sum- ber- January (Yule) edition of the Earth 
vidual journalists who seem to be marize the story in one or two sen- First! Journal. 
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The Challenge of Tolerance: 

The Ward Valley Campaign 


by Philip M. Klasky 

After reading Patrick Diehl's opin- 
ion about the alleged "failure of the 
Ward Valley campaign" to reflect 
democratic ideals and David Harper's 
response that the struggle is a "holy 
war" that will not compromise tradi- 
tional culture for social change con- 
cerns, I feel the need to offer another 
perspective. Patrick states that non- 
Indian activists have been silenced 
in the movement while David sug- 
gests that social change philosophies 
are in conflict with traditional Na- 
tive American values. A number of 
Ward Valley activists share my con- 
cern that the opinions expressed do 
not present a balanced view of the 
campaign and might discourage 
people from getting involved in this 
important struggle. 

I began working on the Ward Valley 
campaign almost a decade ago as a 
volunteer activist alarmed by the threat 
of a nuclear dump in a desert wilder- 
ness, as a staunch opponent of nuclear 
power, and then as the co-director of a 
small but effective nonprofit environ- 
mental organization. The desert is my 
"place," providing solitude, solace, spiri- 
tual sustenance and the study of culture 
and nature. I was introduced to this 
issue through contact with Native 
Americans and originally came to Ward 
Valley as a strident conservationist, be- 
lieving that the heavy hand of human 
intrusion on the natural landscape 
should be curtailed at all costs. In time 
I came to recognize that indigenous 
peoples can offer a unique perspective 
on how traditional culture can be a 
powerful and instructive medium 


through which to view and interact 
with our environment. 

A relationship of reciprocity based in 
a deeply held reverence for the land, a 
sentiment that both Indians and non- 
Indians have shared, can lead to a 
commitment to protect the Earth. But 
there is a fundamental difference be- 
tween the consequences on those who 
cannot and will not move from their 
place of origin and those who come to 
environmental issues from a base of 
personal belief, no matter how pro- 
foundly felt. For the lower Colorado 
River Indian tribes, their identity, eco- 
nomy and spiritual base is dependent 
upon their natural surroundings. The 
difference is survival — a potent and 
uncompromising motivator. As we look 
back on the ravages and results of 500 
years of genocide against the indig- 
enous inhabitants of this continent, 
we see the Mohave people have much 
at stake at Ward Valley. 

At the same time, the battle to save 
Ward Valley has tremendous universal 
implications for the protection of the 
natural resources we all share, the pres- 
ervation of wilderness and endangered 
species, the future of nuclear power and 
the pursuit of environmental justice. A 
nuclear dump at Ward Valley would 
become a national nuclear sacrifice area. 
Plutonium buried in shallow trenches 
would poison the next 12,000 genera- 
tions — an almost inconceivable crime 
against the future. This confluence of 
concerns, as well as the variety of orga- 
nizations and individuals that repre- 
sent them, has strengthened the 
campaign. We sabotage ourselves when 
we act in territorial and divisive ways. 
The scope of strategies that we employ 
must be wide. We continue to fight this 


battle in the courts, in Congress, in state 
and federal agencies, through environ- 
mental impact statements, public hear- 
ings, technical reviews, rock concerts, 
the media, spiritual witness, grassroots 
organizing, direct action, and by de- 
manding environmental justice and 
fulfillment of the government's trust 
responsibility to Native American tribes. 
Each one of these approaches is essen- 
tial as well as complementary. 

With these considerations as a back- 
drop, let's get down to some all-too 
familiar problems within the environ- 
mental movement. Individuals of all 
stripes have tried to dominate the deci- 
sion-making process by asserting indi- 
vidual agendas or practicing intolerance. 
A few people have had a destabilizing 
effect on the good intentions and hard 
work of others. Furthermore, we have 
not always had a clearly understood or 
agreed upon decision-making structure 
within the consortium of organizations 
that calls itself the "Ward Valley Coali- 
tion." At coalition meetings, we try for 
consensus and often achieve it. Some 
groups have gone about their business 
without consulting others and at times 
have been very effective in their efforts, 
striking hard and fast without the plod- 
ding course of representative consent. 
But often, these unilateral acts have 
created distrust and division in the coa- 
lition. Sadly, this is not unique to the 
Ward Valley campaign. 

Neither of the opinions expressed in 
the earlier issue of the Earth First! Journal 
told of the many times at meetings, 
events, protest actions and gatherings 
there have been inspiring displays of 
solidarity. This cooperation has been 
evident at our large gatherings and oc- 
curs on an everyday basis at the Save 


Ward Valley office in Needles, CA, where 
a multicultural staff works to inform 
and empower local communities. Solid 
and lasting friendships have been 
formed throughout the campaign. I have 
seen Indians and non-Indians work and 
pray together in an abiding reverence 
and spiritual connection with the land. 

The movement, as a whole, has per- 
severed and continues to be effective. 
Many of us have grown with the chal- 
lenges. I strongly believe that the con- 
tacts we make with each other are just 
as important as the strength of our 
political strategy. Unfortunately, cul- 
tural differences and human nature 
can interfere. Our definitions of fair- 
ness are often influenced by our unique 
experiences and personal needs. But 
this is no reason to give up or give in. 

Strict adherence to the consensus 
model promoted by the antinuclear 
movement may not always work in 
cross-cultural campaigns. Indian tribes, 
as sovereign nations and traditional 
societies, have internal processes and 
unique considerations that are not al- 
ways apparent to those living outside 
Indian country. At the same time, I 
have been at coalition meetings where 
much deliberation involving diverse 
views resulted in a unanimous resolu- 
tion. During the successful 114-day 
occupation of the site, tensions devel- 
oped between some of the Indian and 
non-Indian activists around strategy 
and decision-making. The intense cir- 
cumstances brought some of our most 
dramatic differences to the surface. The 
protesters were under siege and com- 
munication between different factions 
broke down and disagreements and 
alliances went every which way. But 
when we had to be united, we were. 
After threatening arrest, the federal 
rangers backed down and eventually 
retreated. I have often looked to the 
elders for guidance. During the occu- 
pation, they spoke eloquently of the 
importance of unity, of their apprecia- 
tion for the support and dedica- 
tion of non-Indian activists, and 
of the need for spiritual reflec- 
tion. Respect is the key, other- 
wise, what are we fighting for? We 
still have a lot to learn from the 
experience, lessons we can apply 
to our actions in the future. We 
are not only involved in a struggle 
to stop the insane proposal for a 
nuclear waste dump, we are irre- 
vocably engaged in a campaign 
for tolerance and nonviolence. 

Although I appreciate their can- 
dor and sincerity, I disagree with 
Patrick and David, both of whom 
have made important contribu- 
tions to the campaign. Patrick has 
moved on; David is still there. It is 
through dialogue and relationship 
that we can find our way toward 
understanding. In my view, the 
fight to save Ward Valley is both a 
struggle for spiritual and cultural 
survival and a vehicle for social 
transformation. In the midst of our 
efforts to protect this precious Earth, 
we have great cultural, class and 
personal differences to overcome, 
problems we inherited and which 
at times proliferate. But where bet- 
ter to try and meet the challenge 
than a campaign that centers itself 
on a reverence for the land as well 
as each other. 

Philip M. Klasky is co-director of 
the Bay Area Nuclear Waste Coali- 
tion. He holds a masters degree in 
environmental studies and lives in 
San Francisco. 



Portland &irp w a6R.ext bl^e 
HEROMWHO UvEVTHROU&HOdT 
THE CASCADED WATERWAYS, aiOD 
ENOCHS A COMMITTED REIATlOW - 
CHIP WITH A spoTTED Oiol— 



(V\ ORE- A1 1 LLWmiUf\ fiUGg) 

(a/HAT OThER Boot) WILL- ? 
HATCH COME THE YEA R 2.000 



The army corps of engineer? I 

[BARGES AND TRUCKS L07LE IPADS 
OF ENDANGERED ECOSYSTEMS? 
OUT OF FIRE-PRONE AREAS 
GW&AL SMARTING 15 TREATED 
AS ANOTHER "QUO" To FIX. 


A&NG THE COIPMBIA RIVER 


The governor compromises' timber industries agree 
A S ’V./W/V/B£COt/£AjygOG To To pay ataxTo Fond giving 
PETER ANY LISTING OF ANADR0- "C//A6&A ' 'To NURSERY SM0LT 
NOUS FISH UNDERTHE ENDANGERED IN FISH HATCHERIES IN AN 
SPECIES ACT. A NEW U&HT RAIL A TTbMPT To RESTORE NEAR 
LLNE WILL BE BUILT SPECIF 1C AtLY EXTINCT SALMON RUNS. 

TO CONFUTE /MIGRATING SNOUT 



AMD you 
SAJDTHEy 
WERET&SZHIWfo 

ABSTINENCE 
IN SCHOOLS 1 


“M££AJ "PRESIDENT AL GORE 
PROPOSESTHE NORTH AMERICAN 
FREE WATER ACT To ENCOURAGE 
THE FREE FLOW OF WATER HF.0Y, 
NATIONAL BORDERS. A INCREPI&LE 
SUCKING SOUND REAIFY IS 
HEART. CASCADIAN CITIZENS 
ARE LEFT To DRINK "RECYCLE p' 
POOP WATER OUTOFThE LiULATOi 
RIVER GUESS WHERE THE BUGS 
ARE IN THIS ONE ? .,// 


GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY 
CRAFT A "DO AIT ASK, DOATT 
7224 “ bug. no Business' EKJT iry 

HAS TO DIVULGE WHAT IT DOES 
IN PRIVATE ON PUBLIC LANDS, 
SO NO ETON I RONMENTAL LAWS 
NEED BE EXEROSEp. 



THE OREGON ClTiZENS ALLIANCE 
TRIEG AGAIN GATHERING SIGNATURES 
Tb PLACE UPONTHE BALLOT OF THE 
YEAR 2.000 ANOTHER AMENDMENT 
TO RESTRICT FOWL BEHAVIOR. 

THIS BUG WOULD PREVENT THE 
STATE OF CASCAP/A FROM) RECO G 
NI2JNG ANY OUT OFSTAJE UNIONS 
OF OWLS AND HERON5. ONLY DUCK? 
AND CHICKENS CAN MARRY, ONLY 
WITH THEIR OWN KIND AND OF 
OPPOSITE SEXES. 


NOm .... 



Page 14 Earth First! Samhain 1998 


Cops Raid 

Swiss Activists 


KGB Targets 

Russian Nuclear Activists 


O n September 8, police raided 
several activists' homes in 
Geneva, Switzerland. Six 
people were taken into custody; one 
was escorted to the airport by the po- 
lice. The rest were held for five to eight 
hours. All were questioned about 
People's Global Action (PGA) and PGA's 
role in the riots in May when several 
thousand people converged on the 
headquarters of the World Trade Orga- 
nization (WTO) to confront the heads 
of state gathered to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the Global Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade and the WTO. 


by a committee of convenors from 
five continents. 

In August, about 40 police officers 
raided an international seminar on "Glo- 
balization and Resistance" held by 
friends of PGA. The seminar was con- 
vened to discuss economic 
globalization's impact on communities 
and the environment, as well as people's 
efforts to reclaim control over their own 
lives. Speakers included international 
economists, journalists, representatives 
of peoples' movements, and workers 
from human rights and other nongov- 
ernmental organizations. The world- 


The 50 seminar participants were taken in 
riot vans to tke 1 ocal police station... Even a 


Id girl from tke Ukr 


six-year-old girl rrom 


aine was 


keld. 


One person in Geneva came back from 
the police station to find his house 
ransacked and the locks changed. 

The office of the Institut Argent etSodete, 
which served as a press office for PGA in 
May, was raided simultaneously, as were 


renowned author and president of the 
Observatoire de la Mondialisation, Susan 
George, lectured at the seminar and 
found, "a group of peaceful and law- 
abiding young people." 

The raid took place on the premises of 


I n the middle of September in 
Kiev, Ukraine, the apartment of 
Nadia Shevchenko, an activist 
from the ecological group Rainbow 
Keepers, was raided. At the time she 
was in Finland on a speaking tour. 
Important working materials were 
taken, including the organization's 
computer and personal documents. 

Activists believe that this was the 
work of the Ukrainian Security Service 
(USS) — the former KGB. The Secret 
Service has been harassing activists 
since last year when the Rainbow Keep- 
ers actively protested the European 
Bank of Reconstruction and 
Development's (EBRD) plans to fi- 
nance the construction of new nuclear 
blocks in Ukraine's reactors. 

At the end of February, the Rain- 
bow Keepers published an open let- 
ter to the acting president of the 
EBRD that talked about the Ukrai- 
nian government's diversion and 
abuse of funds from the EBRD, in- 
cluding funds meant for ensuring 
safety at Chernobyl. Activists stated 
that there was no use in allocating 
new funds to build new nuclear 
blocks. A scandal erupted. 


tive told the paper Vseukrainskiye 
Vedomosti on March 3, 1998, that 
after receiving the letter, the heads of 
the bank started to check the facts 
therein. Having confirmed some mis- 
use of funds, they were forced to 
reconsider financing many projects 
in Ukraine. 

Shortly thereafter, archival material, 
a computer and other things disap- 
peared from Nadia's apartment, which 
was used as the organization's office. 

Just before the EBRD's summit in 
Kiev from May 9-12, illegal police in- 
terrogations of the activists began. 
They were threatened with arrest, rob- 
bery and even murder if they didn't 
cease their activity against the EBRD. 

Despite this situation, the Rainbow 
Keepers in Ukraine continue their 
work exposing the dangers of the 
nuclear age. The activists need sup- 
port and especially participation in 
the actions, equipment and money. 
Please also send faxes of protest to the 
representative on human rights in 
Ukraine, Ms. Nina Karpachova, fax: 
(38044) 2262419 

Our new contact numbers are 
(38044) 5506068 fax; rk@cci.glasnet.ru 


the homes of the detained. Seven com- a squat near Cologny, just outside The EBRD's Ukrainian representa- andcsa@csa.freenet.viaduk.net. 
puters, more than 100 diskettes, address Geneva. The 50 seminar participants 
books and a large amount of documen- were taken in riot vans to the local 
tation were confiscated. police station. Their possessions were 

People's Global Action has coordi- confiscated but returned a few hours 
nated international protests against later. They were detained for more than 
economic globalization in about 35 two hours without explanation. Even a 
cities in countries on five continents, six-year-old girl from the Ukraine was 
for example in Montreal, Brasilia, Bir- held. Most were released without charge, 
mingham, Prague, Hyderabad, Sydney Four were kept for a few more hours and 
and Berlin. PGA is not an organization were released on the condition that 
but a network of struggles coordinated they leave Switzerland within four days. 

Winter Olympics 

Threaten Polish Mrs. 

T he Tatras are the central, highest section of values, it is already seri- 
the Western Carpathian mountain range and ously overloaded with 
part of the border between Poland and visitors. In 1996 alone, 

Slovakia. This small range of mountains is a unique five million people vis- 
wildlife sanctuary and rare alpine ecosystem with ited Tatra National Park, 
deep forests, meadows and lakes leading to rock The mountains, how- 
peaks. It is the only area of its kind in the whole of ever attractive in appear- 
Central and Eastern Europe. ance, are inadequate to 

Tatra wildlife includes the marmot, mountain host the necessary Olympic facilities. There is very lobby. New investments within Tatra National Park, 
goat, bear, wolf, lynx and golden eagle, most of limited space for regulation Olympic ski slopes. In under the pretext of preparations for hosting the 
which have been listed in Poland as endangered addition, the small town of Zakopane has a growing Winter Olympics in Zakopane, are already in the 
species. In 1992, the Tatra range was designated an water deficit and an inadequate infrastructure to planning stages. Most notable is the effort to double 
International Biosphere Reserve. At present, both host an international event the size of the Winter the capacity of a gondola to a mountain top that is 
Poland and Slovakia protect the Tatra Mountains in Olympic Games. already a very popular, highly impacted tourist area, 

respective national parks. The application to host the games was submitted to The alpine landscape and wildlife of Tatra Na- 

I n February 1998, an application to hold the the IOC with no consultation with Poland's Ministry tional Park will not survive the preparatory develop- 
2006 Winter Olympic Games in the town of of Nature Protection, Natural Resources and Forestry; ments for hosting the Winter Olympics, much less 
Zakopane, the heart of Poland's Tatra National the National Park Authority; or the Scientific Advi- the demands of the Olympic Games themselves. 
Park, was directed to the International Olympic sory Council. Due to its ecological characteristics and The proposal to host the Winter Olympic Games in 
Committee (IOC) by an irresponsible Polish develop- limited size, the Tatra Mountains region would suffer 2006 is an irresponsible violation of both Polish and 
ment lobby. But holding the Winter Olympic Games irreversible damages to its land, water and wildlife if international law. The development lobby must not 
in the fragile ecosystem of the Tatras would cause it became the host. No environmental impact assess- succeed with its proposal to expend this small, rare 
large-scale ecological and cultural destruction. The ment has been carried out, which conflicts with the mountain range and priceless alpine ecosystem to 
Save the Carpathians Coalition, whose goal is mobi- legally established management requirements set host the Olympics. 

lizing local, national and international support for out in the Nature Conservation Plan of Tatra Na- T'\lease support our efforts to undermine the 
the protection of the natural and cultural values, is tional Park, as well as IOC requirements. I -^choice of Zakopane and the Tatra National 

leading the battle for the preservation of Tatra Na- At the present time, environmental nongovern- A Park as the host of the Winter Olympic Games 
tional Park. Several international environmental and mental organizations in Poland, including the Work- in 2006 in any way you can. Contact the Native 
scientific organizations have joined our efforts to shop for All Beings, the main group spearheading Forest Network, International Wolf Federation, POB 
protest the proposal to host the Olympics in the park, the effort to save the Tatra Mountains, have been 40, 43-304 Bielsko-Biala; 033/183-153; 

Because this bioregion is internationally recog- systematically excluded from discussions and de- wapienica@pnrwi.most.org.pl.; 
nized as a repository of cultural and biodiversity bates by the government and the development janusz@pnrwi.most.org.pl konto. 
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Easy Riders Threaten 
Endangered Species Act 


by Jessica Hamilton 

"Mr. Chairman, I rise to gut the Endangered Species Act. " 

"Would the gentleman from Idaho like to open this up for 
discussion by the rest of the Senate?" 

"No, I believe that I have unanimous consent among my 
esteemed colleagues that we hurriedly travel back to our states 
to run for re-election and we do not have time to talk about 
insignificant items such as reauthorizing one of our country's 
most critical environmental laws." 

"By what method would you like to pursue this matter?" 

"Mr. Chairman, I have found that the 
best way to destroy our environmental AODO Tenth 
laws is to attach them as riders to unre- .. . K ... ' 

lated pieces of legislation. In this way, we *n©ir COnSTITU 

can avoid the anticipated debate over A national p 

particularly disturbing components of my “would be b 

Endangered Species Reauthorization bill, which Tela. 

and we can quickly move forward with . . . .. „ 

logging that last grove of spotted-owl in- legiSIUTIOn 

fested ancient forest. " 

If you have ever stumbled upon a televised congressional 
debate from the crimson-carpeted halls of our nation’s 
Capitol while channel surfing, you may have witnessed a 
scene similar to the one above. Curiously enough, C-SPAN, 
if you know how to read between the lines, can be as 
enthralling and enlightening as the "X-files" with the 
behavior of what often appears to be extraterrestrial beings. 

While it is unlikely that Idaho's Republican Senator Dirk 
Kempthorne would ever reveal his back-door strategies as 
bluntly as described above, rest assured that such schemes 
are being plotted as we speak. In fact, Kempthorne took it 
upon himself to try to rewrite, or more appropriately, 
rollback the Endangered Species Act in a bill numbered S. 

1 1 80. Although he had the fervent support of key Western 
Democratic senators, including Ron Wyden (D-OR), as the 
end ofthe Congressional session drew nearer, the chances 
Kempthorne's S.1180 would come up as an isolated piece 
of legislation lessened. 

"Never fear when there are riders near!" one might 
imagine Kempthorne shouting to his oil and timber in- 
dustry comrades. By simply attaching the worst parts of S. 

1 1 80 to a larger existing bill, our Earth's threatened critters 
were at risk of having their habitats destroyed by our 
decision-makers. For instance, just the anti-science "No 
Surprises" clause of the Kempthorne extinction bill could 
have resulted in the certain demise of sensitive species by 
locking-in unreasonable, habitat-destroying management 
plans for up to 100 years, even when the plans obviously 
fail to protect endangered species. 

The tactic of passing major environmental bills, such as 
the reauthorization of the Endangered Species Act, as 
riders to already existing legislation comes at a time of 
intense chaos in Washington, DC, as our decision-mak- 
ers struggle to approve operational budgets for numerous 
federal agencies. Every October, 13 appropria- 


tions, or spending, bills must be „,ct rw 

passed by Congress and signed by L to t ' nit ^r^-facrx*/. 
the president in order to prevent the foE 

government from shutting down. By 
slipping in one more Queen of , ■ WKi 

Spades to the already stacked 4 \ KSklij 

deck of cards, there is a good v |jAb&: 

chance she will simply get lost g&aS &jZ ixciS T 
in the shuffle. And this year, 

more than ever, the Kempthorne g yJPiu ftjk \ B 

Queen has had company. ■ 

According to beltway sources, 
the Clinton administration has 
said it would continue to oppose V 
the Quincy Library Group (QLG) |m , , , 

Bill that threatens forest ecosys- 2£|J j! f i , j U 
terns in the Sierra Nevada. In ^yUA,! ijt | ] '■ U 
fact, the QLG matter has been liWuJI! 

elevated to the highest levels of the 
administration. White House Chief of Staff Erskine Bowles 
met with key Senate and House leaders to discuss the 
administration's priorities and removal of QLG from the 
omnibus appropriations package was one of top issues. 

This was a dramatic turnaround for a White House that 
only months ago supported the QLG. 

Senator Slade Gorton (R-WA) pulled his rider to block 
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funds in the middle of an ongoing study examining ecosys- 
tems within the Columbia River Basin. The $40-million 
study is scheduled to conclude next year, but the rider 
would leave it unfinished. Associated Press reported that 
Senator Gorton pulled the legislation in an attempt to 
avoid a presidential veto of the appropriations package. 

Apparently, members of Congress are choosing to ignore 
their constituents when it comes to environmental legisla- 
tion. A national poll of 1,000 adults taken June 29-July 1 
revealed that three-fourths of Americans "would be both- 
ered to learn that Congress attaches riders which relax 


Apparently, members of Congress are choosing to ignore 
their constituents when it comes to environmental legislation. 
A national poll... revealed that three-fourths of Americans 
“would be bothered to learn that Congress attaches riders 
which relax environmental regulations to necessary 
legislation” (75 percent bothered, 42 percent very). 


environmental regulations to necessary legislation" (75 
percent bothered, 42 percent very). The polls also showed 
that "Americans oppose riders to bills which would build 
roads in several of our national parks or protected areas" (67 
percent oppose, 36 percent strongly). 

The rush of riders, however, was only the tip of the iceberg. 
Even before these Titanic ice chunks pierced the appropria- 
tions bills, they were already sinking under the numbing 
actions of conservatives such as Gorton. President Clinton 
requested that Congress appropriate nearly $112 million to 
the US Forest Service for its wildlife programs and over $38 
million for watershed improvements. Not agreeing with this 
proposed budget, the Senate Interior Appropriations Com- 
mittee thought it would be better to spend just under $97 
million to protect wildlife and approximately $27 million on 
repairing degraded watersheds, thus cutting these environ- 
mentally friendly programs by nearly $26 million. But, to be 
fair, the committee decided to let the Forest Service have a 
little more money for some other management programs 
shifted nearly $20 million into the commercial timber sale 
program and $ 4 million into new logging road construction, 
making the total expenditure for these disastrous programs 
nearly $319 million. 

It is high time that the actions of our decision-makers and 
the US Forest Service reflect the passions of the public. 
Fortunately, leaders such as Senator Bryan (D-NV) and Rep. 
Elizabeth Furse (D-OR) are listening. They recognized that 
cuts must be made in the commercial logging and logging 
road construction budgets and that more emphasis should be 
put on restoring our degraded forested watersheds and pro- 
tecting our last wild places. This year, they rallied their 
colleagues to support this important effort. Because the spend- 
ing bills got so heavy with anti-environmental riders and 
Congress moved so sluggishly, most of the Appropriations 
Bills were rolled-up into one catch-all spending bill for the 
entire federal government. Thus, the ball is beginning to 
w bounce back into the Clinton administration's court. 

Vice President A1 Gore insisted that, "We are once 

g ting Congress on notice: We will not 
:e stealth tactics that do unacceptable 
harm to our environment or threaten 
public health." 

Next time you find yourself bounc- 
ing between "Mork and Mindy" re- 
runs and "Star Trek: The Next Genera- 
tion" and can't decide which extrater- 
restrial escapade to glue yourself to, 
onsider pausing a moment on C-SPAN 
) listen to the strange tongues of our 
ected officials in Washington, DC. 
While they may not be waving their 
ray guns in plain sight, be aware that 
at any given moment they could 
pull the weapons out of their hol- 
sters, set them on decimate, and in one blast, extinguish 
our nation's most important environmental laws. 

Jessica Hamilton lives in Portland, Oregon, and is the 
Northwestern organizer for American Lands, formerly the 
Western Ancient Forest Campaign. American Lands works 
with citizens nationwide to protect America's wildlife and 
wild places. 
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A-Maizing Action 

On September 10, activists 
swooped in on a test site belonging 
to US-based Monsanto Corporation 
in southern France and ripped up 
showcase crops of genetically engi- 
neered maize and soya. 

Some 200 activists took part in the 
destruction of an unspecified number 
of experimental land plots at 
Monbequi in the Tarn et Garonne 
province near the Pyrenees, a French 
farm union statement said, adding 
that there would be further protests to 
try to get the crops banned. "Monsanto 
is not afraid to call this a new green 
revolution. In fact, it's more to do 
with green dollars," the union state- 
ment read. The following day, in south- 
western Germany a field of geneti- 
cally modified maize was cut down by 
protesters from Greenpeace 

"Genetic maize is a danger for the 
environment and human health," 
campaign leader Jan van Aken said. 
"We want to ensure it does not reach 
the food and feeds chain. " Greenpeace 
said the maize variety was technically 
a pesticide because it had a gene carry- 
ing a bacterium inserted to produce a 
protein which kills the corn borer pest. 

On the 14th, the activists dumped 
two tons of maize at Novartis' Basle 
headquarters in Switzerland, demand- 
ing it pull the product off the market. 
Greenpeace followed up by filing a 
law suit against Novartis for breach- 
ing German plant protection law. 
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by Strong Wood 

When David "Gypsy" Chain died on September 
1 7 in a steep clearcut on Pacific Lumber (PL) land, he 
became the first Earth Firstler killed in action in a 
dozen years of challenges to logging of ancient 
redwoods in Northern California. 

PL immediately put its spin on the case, saying it 
was "deeply saddened by what appears to be a tragic 
accident on its property this morning." PL president 
John Campbell told reporters that loggers didn't 
know the activists were there. 

But videotape from the scene recorded the voice 
of the logger, A.E. Ammons, shouting profanities 
and threats. "Get outta here! Otherwise I'll fuckin' 
make sure I got a tree cornin' this way!" Carey 
Jordan, Erik "Ayr" Eisenberg, Zoe Zalia, Mike Avcollie, 
Jason Wilson, Jeremy Jensen and Mike McCurdy, 
the seven EFlers that were in the forest with Gypsy 
when he was killed, all said loggers were intention- 
ally felling trees in their direction. 

"The loggers were aware of our presence, as we had 
engaged them in conversation throughout the day," 
Zoe Zalia told reporters, "What I witnessed yesterday 
was a very angry and violent logger. He told people, 
'Better get a hard hat, 'cause this one's cornin' for 
you.'" "The body was lying underneath the tree," said 
Zoe. "Itwasverypainfultosee. From the way it looked, 
the limb hit him first and then the tree hit him, and 
it was an instantaneous blow to the head. My fellow 
activists and I prayed next to him... The logger came 
down and prayed on his knees and asked forgiveness." 

Gypsy and the other EF! activists were in the woods 
trying to talk the loggers out of cutting the ancient 
redwoods. The EFlers believed the logging was illegal 
because no surveys had been conducted for marbled 
murrelets as required by federal law. They asked the 
loggers to wait for an inspection promised for that 
day. A day after Gypsy's death, the California Depart- 
ment of Forestry (CDF) confirmed EF!'s charges by 
issuing two citations to PL for operating within a 
murrelet buffer zone and operating before the official 
end of murrelet nesting season. 

One EFler said, "Once (the logger) saw us, his first 
reaction should have been to turn off his chain saw, 
and that's what the company should be telling their 
workers, not telling them to try to scare us." One of 
the slogans on posters now being held up at EF! 
protests reads, "Gypsy died doing CDF's job." 

"Pacific Lumber has one of the finest records in the 
industry," said spokesperson Mary Bullwinkel. "But 
despite all our precautions, a trespasser was appar- 
ently killed by a falling tree at one of our logging sites 
on our private property." EFlers, however, assert that 
there is a "pattern and practice" of PL loggers threat- 
ening and harassing them. According to longtime EF! 
activist Darryl Chemey, Campbell confided to him 
shortly before the fatality that he was having difficulty 
restraining some of his men's desires to attack EFlers. 

Hours after Gypsy died, the sheriff's investigator 
told reporters his preliminary finding was that the 
death was accidental. This was "based on the physi- 
cal appearance of the scene and the relationship of 
the fallen tree and victim's body." The detective had 
not even interviewed the eyewitnesses. It was appar- 
ent that he was not considering the possibility 
Ammons willfully felled the tree in the activists' 
direction, which would make the fatality at least 
involuntary manslaughter, even if he only meant to 
scare them. If he intended to kill them, he could be 
convicted of first degree murder. 

Earth First! attorney Jay Moller wrote to Humboldt 
District Attorney Terry Farmer demanding an 
unbiased investigation. "There is a documented 
history of PL's violence towards environmental 
protesters, with David Chain's death only the 
culmination of an increasingly violent response 
towards the protesters... a look at [case law] will 
show that a corporation and high-level 
employees can be charged and convicted 
of negligent homicide and involuntary 
manslaughter... If your office does not see 
fit to charge this crime, we will seek help 
either through the [state attorney general's] 
office or the US Attorney's Office, as was 
necessary in the South in the 1960s, when 


law enforcement and juries sided with KKK 
members accused of violence." 

One EFler told of being caught and threatened by 
Ammons the day before Gypsy's death. Ammons 
said he would not hesitate to kill him if he was in or 
near a tree he intended to cut. Darryl Cherney said 
that "the day before Gypsy 
died, Ammons had com- 
plained that he couldn't 
travel to Australia because 
of a felony conviction for 
shooting a deputy." 

Deputies did nothing to 
keep the loggers from re- 
moving the fatal tree and 
other evidence from the 
scene. But EF! blockaders 
arrived the next morning 
just in time to prevent log- 
gers from resuming work. 

Five people formed a hu- 
man barrier across the log- 
ging road by chaining their 
wrists to each other inside 
steel and concrete "super 
lockboxes." Others locked 
down to a junked car block- 
ing a gate. They excavated 
trenches to stop any 
wheeled vehicles. Tripods 
blocked the road near the 
ridgetop. They renamed it 
Gypsy Mountain, declared 
the territory the Gypsy Free 
State and called for its per- 
manent preservation as a 
memorial. 

The blockade has 
weathered drive-by ha- 
rassment beyond shouted 
insults and gestures to 
thrown bottles and raw eggs. One night, three 
people were shot with a paintball gun, drawing 
blood from one. Not all passersby are hostile, how- 
ever, and some return the peace sign flashed by the 
blockaders. 

Police raided the blockade before sunrise on Octo- 
ber 7, taking it by surprise. They used heavy equip- 
ment to remove the blockade and fill the road 
trenches as they made their way to the ridgetop. 
Sheriff's deputies poured pepper spray from cups 
directly in the faces of two women, Noel and 
Christiane, who were locked down to logging equip- 
ment, before taking them to jail. 

By that evening, EFlers were rebuilding the barri- 
cade next to the state highway. The next morning 
found nine defenders locked down across the log- 
ging road. Police set up a barrier of vehicles and 
tarps to block the media and onlookers from wit- 
nessing another use of pepper spray torture. 

They chose the youngest of three women in the 
line, Carrie "Liz" McKee, 20, and wiped the concen- 
trated red pepper extract on her eyes with gauze pads. 
She bore the pain and refused to unlock even after 
second and third applications. Supporters, who had 
been kept across the highway by police, rushed to the 
centerline of the highway, linked arms and lay down 
to protest the use of pepper spray. They moved back 
voluntarily later when the pepper spray use stopped. 

In a flagrant abuse of Constitutional rights, police 
declared the peaceful assembly unlawful and ordered 
everyone, including the media, to disperse out of 
sight of the action. Three observers refused to dis- 
perse and were arrested, vowing to make it a test case. 

Police cut two people free by late afternoon and 
eventually agreed to cite and release the remaining 
seven rather than jailing them if they would unlock. 


So ended an 11-1/2 hour lockdown that prevented 
PL from logging for one more day. 

One week after Gypsy's death, his funeral and 
burial took place in Houston, Texas. Simultaneously, 
an estimated 300 people took part in a memorial rally 
and march to the courthouse in Eureka, California, 

seat of Humboldt County. 
Speakers at the rally called 
for an end to more than a 
decade of violent attacks 
targeting forest activists. 
Local Areata City Council 
member Connie Stewart's 
voice faltered as she said, 
"I have a great respect for 
people who are willing to 
put their life on the line 
for what they believe in. 
I'm really sorry that some- 
one had to lose his life for 
this, and I'm really glad 
that the Earth Firstlers are 
still committed to doing 
this kind of activity. 
They've had a big impact 
on the way the world feels 
about the redwoods in 
Humboldt County." 

Gypsy's family trav- 
eled to Northern Cali- 
fornia to attend a series 
of memorial services. 
Gypsy's mother Cindy 
Allsbrook, of Pasadena, 
Texas, said the family 
felt driven to meet the 
people and see the place 
that Gypsy cared so pas- 
sionately about. On Sep- 
tember 29, they went to 
the scene of the block- 
ade and the shrine dedicated to Gypsy. 

That evening at a standing room only memorial 
service, a Veterans for Peace spokesperson said "We 
honor David 'Gypsy' Chain, not as a conqueror, not 
as a victor, not even as a martyr... we honor him for 
his commitment to nonviolence even in the face of 
hatred and destruction. We honor him because he 
answered the call of justice, and for his courage he 
paid the ultimate price. We honor him because he 
took a stand against plunder and greed. He gave 
selflessly of all that he had to give. He walked the path 
of his convictions. He lived out his vision for a better 
world, and to that vision he gave the last full measure 
of his devotion. David's body is gone from our ranks, 
yet his spirit lives on in each of us. His name will not 
be forgotten. To his surviving kin, we offer our 
deepest condolences. You can be proud of David. He 
never hurt anyone; he died while standing against 
senseless destruction." 

The veterans group presented a citation posthu- 
mously to David's family. "To David 'Gypsy' Chain: 
In honor of your courage and perseverance in the 
face of grave personal and physical harm, the Veter- 
ans for Peace award you with the Wage Peace Purple 
Tear Award for your injuries received in the front 
lines of the timber wars Headwaters campaign. We 
respect and acknowledge your service and dedica- 
tion to your country. " The audience responded with 
a sustained standing ovation and wolf howl. 

Gypsy's mother thanked the crowd for helping 
the family heal their grief. Her voice choked with 
emotion as she said, "I know there are going to be 
times when I feel crushed because I can't pick up the 
phone and talk to David... and I can't put a present 
under the Christmas tree... but y'all will never, 
never know how much we love you." 

Thanks to Albion Monitor (http://www.monitor.net/ 
monitor), and to Estelle Fennell, 
KMUD News, Garberville. Strong 
Wood participated in the civil rights 
and anti-war movements in the '60s. 
He crewed on anti-whaling voyages in 
the early days of Greenpeace and has 
been involved in forest defense in 
Northern California for 25 years. 
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NATUR6 AND POLITICS 



by Jeffrey St. Clair and Alexander Cockburn 

David "Gypsy" Chain was killed because he 
formed part of the last line of defense in a battle 
plan fatally betrayed by Democratic politicians 
and environmental executives cringing before a 
corporate predator from Chain's own state of 
Texas. A.E. Ammons, the 52-year-old logger who 
put the tree down on Chain, crushing his skull, 
was the party immediately responsible for the 
young man's death, but if Ammons ever faces 
involuntary manslaughter charges, the people 
who put him in the woods that day should bear 
the full brunt of penalties consequent upon a 
wrongful death. 

The terrain where Chain 
died forms part of the Head- 
waters forest, owned by Pa- 
cific Lumber, taken over 
some years ago by 
Maxxam's Charles Hurwitz. 

Headwaters is the largest private holding of 
old-growth redwoods in the world. When 
Hurwitz announced a few years ago that his 
crews would start logging, the most resolute 
plan against the tycoon was to have the US 
government penalize him for his $2 billion 
looting of a Texas Savings and Loan by 
taking Headwaters as compensation. But this 
plan fell by the wayside, derided by estab- 
lishment enviros as far too extreme. 

Next came a well conceived plan by former 
California Representative Dan Hamburg to 
have the federal government buy 40,000 acres 
of the entire 63,000-acre watershed for a 
substantial, albeit defensible sum. Although 
it was helped forward through Congress by 
two of the craftiest manipulators on the Hill — 
Vernon Jordan and Tommy Boggs, working 
for Hurwitz — the bill failed in the Senate. 

Then came a well-conceived strategy by 
the Environmental Protection and Informa- 
tion Center (EPIC), the enviro group based 
in Garberville, California, to tame Hurwitz 
by rigorous application of federal and state 
regulations. Thus, thousands of acres would 
be put off limits to the chainsaw in order to 
protect dwindling habitat for the marbled 
murrelet, the Northern spotted owl and the 
coho salmon. Given the ravaged condition 
of Pacific Lumber's holdings after a decade 
of Hurwitz's onslaughts, the mandatory pro- 
tection for these species would put most of 
the land out of Hurwitz's reach. 

As EPIC put its strategy into play with a 
series of lawsuits and petitions under the 
Endangered Species Act, it took effect. But 
Hurwitz raised the stakes, announcing that 
in the face of these regulatory inhibitions, 
he was going to file a "takings" suit against 
the US government, suing it for hundreds of 
millions for preventing him from enjoying 
the rights and ravages of private property. 

The Clinton administration and large en- 
vironmental organizations such as the Sierra 
Club and the Wilderness Society took this threat 
as the tocsin for immediate retreat. Hurwitz, they 
quavered, might have a chance of victory in such 
a takings claim, which would encourage further 
"hostage taking" by corporations. So, they ar- 
gued, the prudent course was to give Hurwitz 
more than he had ever dared dream when he sent 
Jordan and Boggs up to Capitol Hill to work for 
the Hamburg bill. 

Enter Senator Dianne Feinstein. The California 
senator successfully lobbied Clinton to broker a 
deal whereby the feds and the state of California 
would pool money to acquire the minimal core 
area of Headwaters, less than 10,000 acres of the 
entire watershed. Of that, only 3,500 acres are 
composed of old-growth redwoods, for which the 
government offered Hurwitz the astounding sum 
of $480 million. 


One story going around Washington and Sacra- 
mento is that Hurwitz had argued that the acres 
were worth $900 million, roughly what he paid 
for the entire company, and the Department of 
Justice countered with a valuation of $20 million. 

At which point Tommy Boggs said, "Why not split 
the difference?" 

By any measure this is surely one of Hurwitz's 
greatest financial coups. But there was a lagniappe. 

As part of the deal, Hurwitz demanded that he be 
allowed to work his will on the rest of the entire 
210,000 acres of Pacific Lumber's holdings. The 
US Department of Interior and the state of Cali- 
fornia duly agreed to sign off on a Habitat Conser- 
vation Plan (HCP) proposed by Pacific Lumber. In 

Why David Chain Died 


Forest defender Gypsy felt at home off the ground... whether it was on a tripod or 

in the trees. 


the Clinton era, these HCPs have become the 
preferred corporate method of circumventing the 
Endangered Species Act. 

Pacific Lumber's HCP will allow the company to 
largely liquidate both old-growth and residual 
redwood and Douglas fir tracts outside of the 
10,000 acres bought by the government. The 
company is scheduled to receive a permit to kill as 
many as 340 marbled murrelets, the threatened 
seabird that nests in coastal old-growth forest. 
This amounts to 17 percent of a total murrelet 
population already in precipitous decline. 

Right now, on Pacific Lumber lands, there are 
116 pairs of nesting spotted owls. The HCP esti- 
mates that 16 pairs will be "taken," i.e., killed, and 
in the words of a California Department of For- 
estry (CDF) consultant for the plan, "the popula- 
tion [of owls] will be allowed to fluctuate with 


changes in the landscape." Given that the spotted 
owl population has been declining by as much as 
a four percent annually in Clinton-time, none of 
this bodes well for the creature's long- or even 
middle-term survival. On top of that, if the evi- 
dence shows that the owl and the murrelet are 
disappearing at even higher rates, a "no surprises" 
clause successfully demanded by Hurwitz means 
that nothing can be done for 50 years, by which 
time the whole show will be over. 

The coho salmon is probably the most compli- 
cated factor in the whole deal, and it is the species 
that could potentially keep most of the remaining 
mature forest on Pacific Lumber's lands out of the 
sawmills. But instead of pushing an aggressive 
conservation strategy, the gov- 
ernment accepted the follow- 
ing brazen proposal in Pacific 

Lumber's HCP: On what are 

called year-round salmon- 
bearing streams, PL proposed 
a 30-foot no-cut buffer on each side. The 
federal guidelines for such streams in Wash- 
ington, Oregon and California require be- 
tween 300 feet and 500 feet, depending on 
the slope. On year-round streams without 
salmon that flow into salmon streams, Pa- 
cific Lumber has successfully proposed a 
ten-foot "buffer," which is of course en- 
tirely meaningless. At this level of protec- 
tion the coho, once the mainstay of the 
indigenous economy, has no future at all. 

There was a recent opportunity to lay this 
whole dreadful plan low. The feds approved 
its $250 million slice of the $480 million 
last year when Clinton signed the Interior 
Appropriations Bill. But the deal still had to 
be approved by the California General As- 
sembly. EPIC was making a decent effort at 
monkeywrenching that process by fierce 
lobbying, stirring up fiscal conservatives at 
the huge cost to the taxpayer and making 
environmentally minded legislators writhe 
at the preposterousness of the HCP. 

But working the phones behind 
the scenes were con- 
spirators in the drama 
which ended in David 
Chain's death. Dianne 
Feinstein and Tommy 
Boggs lobbied hard, 
and as the bill picked 
up legislative speed in 
Sacramento, the one 
group that could have 
stepped forward and 
killed it was the Sierra 
Club. Instead, in familiar fashion, the club 
decided to "not actively try to block (the 
bill's) passage, but rather put its energy 
into improving it," as executive director 
Carl Pope admitted later to his own board of 
directors. This was all that was needed to 
inch the bill past the finishing post; the 
General Assembly passed it on September 1. 

Oh, and the improvements? The Sierra Club 
suggested that the coho buffer be expanded 
from 30 feet to 100 feet and from 10 to 30 feet, 
still far short of the minimum guidelines. 

The stage was now set for its fatal denoue- 
ment, and most likely a whole series of desper- 
ate and dangerous actions. Because the deal 
was finally ratified in Washington and Sacra- 
mento, there is no room left for regulatory 
inhibitions against corporate ravages. At the 
federal and state level, corporations can shove 
through Habitat Conservation Plans that are 
meaningless. The logging crews have been 
sent into the woods to implement the 
deal, and the only restraint left in 
saving the ancient redwoods is di- 
rect action demonstrators like Chain. 

There is no alternative. 
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T he following is the affidavit of Jeremy "Farmer" Jensen describing the 
events of the day Gypsy died. 

I, Jeremy Jensen declare: I am a resident of Humboldt County, California, the 
age of 16, a citizen of the United States. 

I arrived at the drop-off point and started hiking up the hill. There were nine 
people including myself and a camera person... When we arrived at the tree the 
loggers shouted obscenities at us while someone tried to reason with them. That 
person said that they [the loggers] should stop logging until CDF [California 
Department of Forestry] showed up because John Marshall said that they [CDF] 
were going to come today, and although they hadn't shown up we thought they 
might soon. The logger who was cutting, "Big A", replied that the THP [Timber 
Harvest Plan] had already been approved and that he didn't do anything that was 
illegal because then he would get sent to jail and that was where we should be, 
not him. Someone continued to talk calmly to Big A until he became aggressive 
and started chasing us back the way we came. He gave up and stood in place 
shouting at us, and then he walked back to the tree and started cutting again. 

We regrouped and decided to try to talk to him again. This time a different 
person talked to him, and he seemed less angry, but he threatened to fall a tree 
in our direction and [said] that we had better leave. We all scrambled out of the 
way as the tree fell dangerously close. I was hiding when I heard Big A start on 
another tree and yell out that this tree was a tall one and would easily reach us. 
We again regrouped and had a meeting/snack break to decide what we would 
do next. As we were eating, we heard the next one starting to go. It sounded as 
though it was next to us, and I froze in fear. Gypsy and another [person] both 
started to move, but the tree hit the ground before they got far. Luckily that one 
didn't come close enough to hurt us, although, if we had been sitting in its path, 
we would not have gotten away in time. After that last one fell, we decided to 
go and talk to the loggers one more time before leaving. We all got up and broke 
into two groups — one group would be uphill from the loggers and one would 
be downhill. Three [people] would be down hill. Three would be uphill, 
including myself and Gypsy. Gypsy and another were close to the loggers, and 
I hung back a little ways from them. We were all shouting at the logger that we 
were coming to talk and that he should stop cutting this one, then I heard the 
tree about to go. I dove into some underbrush and under some small trees. I 
looked up just in time to see a huge tree coming down nearly on top of me. The 
main trunk came within 10 feet of me and if I hadn't been under the small trees 
the Douglas fir's branches would have hit me. I brushed myself off and walked 
out into the steep clearing that the tree created when it fell. Almost instantly 
the protesters and Big A congregated on the scene. Someone was shouting at 
him that he could have killed us. It was then that I heard someone frantically 
calling out "Gypsy, Gypsy, where's Gypsy?! He was right behind me." I called 
out for him, but there was no answer. It was then that his body was found by 
the logger, Big 
A. He [Gypsy] 
was about 15- 
feet farther 
down the slope 
then when I had 
last seen him. 

And when I 
caught sight of 
him I saw that 
he had massive 
head trauma. I 
ran all the way 
to Grizzly Na- 
tional Park to 
get the news out 

about what had Northcoast Earth First! activists locked-down at the Gypsy Free Mate, 

, , - September 1998 

happened. 

Gypsy died doing CDF's job. 

T he following account from Carey Jordan was recorded on September 29, 
during a radio interview in Berkeley, CA with KFPA's Flashpoint. 

" I only knew the logger by his logging name, which was 'Big A. E. ' We went there 
to talk to the loggers. We [had] demonstrated the day before at California 
Department of Forestry to make them aware that we thought PL was logging 
illegally... A road was punched in before September 15. That's the official end of 
marbled murrelet nesting season. They're not supposed to do any work before 
then. Plus they hadn't finished the murrelet surveys before they started, and also 
there was the danger of landslides because the slope they're cutting on is 
practically straight up and down. 

"The day before when I was in there, I talked to Big A.E. 'Listen it's illegal to be 
cutting here, and you're the one who's going to get screwed because the company 
doesn't give a shit about you guys. They're sending you in here to log illegally, and 
then when it all comes down, you guys are the ones who are going to get fined for 
it.' So basically we were trying to build bridges. When we went back the next day, 
we were just going to lay low to see if CDF actually came out like they said they were 
going to." 

"We basically had three interactions with the logger, including one the day 
before Gypsy was killed. In the first two, we ran away when he chased us. After the 
second one, we were hiding under a thicket and took about a 15-minute break to 
try to calm down. I heard maybe one or two trees fall during that 
» time. Gypsy said, 'Let's wait until he's done with the one he's 

“ cutting now and then go out and talk to him before he gets to the 

next one.' So when we heard the chainsaw stop, I said, 'Okay, let's go 




now, it's silent, ' and we came out from the thicket and there was the tree right there, 
like maybe within 50 or 100 feet of us. I swore because we were really close and said 
to Gypsy "we have to go higher now..." This is all happening within seconds, and 
the tree is about to fall. I run up where I think it's going to be safe (you can't really 
run up these hills because it's straight up and down, pretty much). I'm clamoring 
up the hill and look around, and Gypsy's not behind me so I run back down to him 
and go, 'Come on, we have to go higher now.' But in this split-second interaction 
I had with him, the tree was actually cracking and starting to fall over so I gave him 
one last look and ran up the hill. The tree fell down, and the logger was right there, 
and he came over and was the one who actually saw that Gypsy had been hit." 



The Gypsy Free State, a stronghold in the redwoods, in memoriam 


If Words Could Kill... 

The following is a transcript of the audible interaction on the videotape 
documenting the confrontation between nonviolent activists and hostile 
loggers the morning of September 1 7. Arlington Ammons, the logger who cut 
the tree that killed David Chain, is identified as "A" in this transcript. 


Narrator #1 (ZoeZalia, activist): [qui- 
etly] Here we go. There's a clearcut 
right ahead of us. This is what it looks 
like after they clearcut. In the back- 
ground you can see what it looks like 
before they clearcut. [Narrator #1 ducks 
behind a tree and hands off the video 
cafnera to narrator #2, Mike McCurdy, 
as a logger chases the other activists 
downhill, threatening them.] 

A (Arlington Ammons): [running 
downhill after activists screaming] You 
fuckin' cock suckers... [inaudible]... in 
the trees and let the fuckin' people 
who don't know what's goin' on go to 
fuckin' jail. We had patience yester- 
day. I stopped yesterday! 

E (Erik "Ayr" Eisenberg, one of the 
activists): ... [inaudible]... 

A: Get the fuck out of here! You've 
got me hot enough now to fuck! 

E: We don't want to cause you any 
problems. 

A: You already have! So get out of 
here! You cock suckers! I mean it! 

E: [assertively]... When CDF [Cali- 
fornia Department of Forestry] comes 
out here they'll tell you to stop. 

A: When the motherfucker shows 
up and tells me to stop, I'll stop! 

E: [calmly]... work... Well we should 
give 'em a chance to show up. 

A: Why the fuck weren't they here 
early this morning!? 

E: They were here early this morning? 

A: I said, "Why weren't they here 
early this morning!" 

E: Because they're in the company's 
pocket. So now... 

A: [sarcastically] They're in the 
company's pocket? That's why they're 
fuckin' with us everyday, yeah!? 

E: They're not fuckin' with you ev- 
eryday, otherwise they would be out 
here this morning. That's the thing. 

A: Get outta here! Otherwise I'll 
fuckin'. I'll make sure I got a tree 
cornin' this way! 

E: All right, well let's not talk about 
that. You know we're not gonna... 

A: Cock sucker! 


E: [calmly]... [inaudible]... Hurwitz 
... [inaudible]... 

A: That's all I heard out of you 
motherfuckers yesterday! 

E: ... [inaudible]... 

L (another logger): [yelling] Why 
don't you go over there and harass the 
other fuckin' crew! 

E: ... [inaudible]... 

A: Why don't you get outta this 
fuckin' plan and go to the fuckin' trees 
that ain't been approved! We don't 
cut anything that ain't been approved, 
otherwise we go to fuckin' jail for it! 

E: ... [inaudible]... 

A: [shouting] Where you cock suck- 
ers belong for being out here and 
fuckin' with us! 

E: ... [inaudible]... 

A: Ohhhhh, fuck! I wish I had my 
fuckin' pistol! I guess I'm gonna just 
start packin' that motherfucker in here. 
'Cause Lean only be nice so fuckin' 
long. Go get my saw, I'm gonna start 
failin' into this fuckin' draw! 

N #2 (Narrator #2, Mike McCurdy): 
[quietly] Grizzly Creek, September 17. 
A very angry logger. ^ 

A: [shouting] Fuck! Yee Hoo! 

N #2: [quietly] I think he gave up now. 

[Chainsaws revving, cutting. Narra- 
tor scrambling up hill] 

N #2: [breathing heavily] They are 
logging with people in the area. There's 
a tree falling. There are people in the 
area. Only a few minutes after I saw 
the irate logger threatening to hurt 
people I retreated from him... Here's 
some more fresh cut. As you can see 
this is a very fucking steep slope. I can 
barely climb up it... making it ex- 
tremely dangerous for an activist or 
logger up here. 

E: ... [inaudible]... 

A: [shouting] What? 

E: ... [inaudible]... 

A: I said I fuckin' love it! You got 
something else... Get out of here 
motherfucker! 

[Narrator #2 chased out of area by 
logger. End of video] 
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KefLecttonfr on/ Qypty 

From Back in Austin, Texas Keeping lfigil in California 


by Chris Symmank/ Austin Earth First! 


by Mark Williams/LA Earth First! 


Gypsy knew what was at stake at Headwaters but loved those trees so much he 
had to continue to take action. Here in Texas he worked hard to save money so 
he could travel and get back to defending Headwaters. During that time he talked 
longingly of getting back to Headwaters and in fact, influenced others to go out 
there and see what it was all about. Those folks, once seeing what he talked about, 
stayed there and have dedicated their own energy toward saving those forests. 

Gypsy became an activist about a year ago when he traveled out to California for 
his first time, fell in love with the redwoods and then joined the Earth First! 
campaign. He was smart, learned quickly about what was going on and acted with 


We live in a time of vigil. 

Of keeping vigil with each other, in these desperate times rife with the false 
optimism of the selfish and short-sighted, in order to remind ourselves: We are not 
alone. Others, too, care about the last howling wolf, the last old redwood, the last 
piece of ungraded, unbuilt, free-spirited land. We care, and others care, and so we 
keep vigil, bucking up our spirits, drying our tears together. 

We also keep vigil, as in "vigilance, " over those who are too scared, too wounded, 
too angry to stop their so-called "work," their "careers," which they claim, 
astonishingly, are dependent on killing off those last wolves, those old trees, those 



strong determination. His love for the woods showed through his 
actions. Whether it was on the frontlines building and occupying tree 
sits, banner hanging in San Francisco, fortifying a tripod roadblock or 
doing basic basecamp grunt work, such as late night security or helping 
out in the kitchen, he could always be counted on for a smile and good 
spirits. The only thing upsetting to him was thinking of Maxxam/ Palco's 
destructive practices at Headwaters. 

Others recently with him have had nothing but warm stories to tell. 
"Felony" and he were standing below a giant tree the day before he died 
and almost got hit by a giant falling branch. They both said to each 
other that they could have been killed, and then Gypsy said it wouldn't 
be a bad place to die. Gypsy loved that place and those trees. Other 
friends said he would never stop looking up at the trees. He was always 
checking out something new. 

His spirit was always amazing. He would do tasks that would daunt 
others: stay high up in tree-sits or hunker somewhere in the backwoods 
through cold and wet conditions. He could always make the best of the 
situation, be it wrestling with his tree comrades, finding something 
good to say or just giving a dependable smile and a sign of thinking 
about what was going on or being said. 

Many of us are so lucky to have known him. For those who didn't, I 
hope you all can hear more stories of him one day as he was just one of 


Qjfpsy s Atjotbcr 

To my friends and family, 

I was hoping to convey to the many people who have overwhelmingly poured 
out their love and kindness what events have taken place since September 17. 

I wish you could have all walked with me through these events because if you had, 
you would have been spiritually uplifted from the things we saw and heard, and 
your lives forever changed, as ours were. 

As many of you know we left the Saturday after the funeral to go to California 
to see where David Nathan died. We were there until the following Wednesday 
and were in a different city each night. We attended memorial services in each 
place we went. 

We soon realized that there were many people from all walks of life who represented 
the same cause Nathan did— to stop the destruction of the beautiful ancient redwood 
forest. As I understand it, mostof the damage has occurred over the last 10 years, and 
there is only four percent of the 140-million acres that once stood tall. 

This was the first time I had ever set foot ina redwood forest, and it took thatto make 
me fully understand why so many have put themselves on the frontlines to protect 
these magnificent trees. 1 felt as if I were walking on holy ground. 

We heard many stories of how Nathan touched so many people. One that grips 
my heart is how he had told one of his friends that he never felt he would live very 
long and thatfre was a young man with an old soul. There were songs and poems 
and letters of admiration written for him and these were shared with us at these 
memorial services. 

I am so proud to have had this wonderful young man, my son, for 24 years. 

Thank you for all your love and kindness through one of the saddest times we will 
ever experience. 


•Cindy Allsbrooks 


the best people. I now wonder what the world would be like if he came upon these 
forests being clearcut and there was no Earth First!, Environmental Protection 
and Information Center or countless other groups trying to put a stop to such 
atrocities. From what I knew of him and what I've heard from others, I think he 


This vigil here, then, doesn't mark the end of anything or anyone. But a 
beginning. Something new — like the Freedom Riders trying something new in 
their long marches and at their lunch counters. Like Julia Butterfly trying 
something new with her long, warrior stance up in the tree she calls Luna. 


would have made his own stand and that others would have followed suit. The 
best in us comes out when we see the worst being done. 

I'm glad Gypsy had people working with him to stand up for what is so 
important. I'm glad to see that people are carrying on what he worked for. I hope 
others will learn about what an amazing place it is he worked to protect and that 
they will do what it takes to save Headwaters and other valuable wilderness. Many 
will remember him as the nicest guy with dreads and bushy beard (before his 
haircut) wearing the same overalls containing toys and trinkets. Others will 
remember what his spirit represents in the face of destruction and oppression. We 
will always love him, and we will carry on. 


Something new for us. A vigil for a martyr. 

It's not anything we want to get used to. It's a terrible reason to get together. 
Just like the destruction of a redwood grove is a terrible reason, no matter how 
much we might bond with each other. 

Terrible reason or not, here we are. At vigil. Alone. Together. 

Let's move forward from this place arm in arm. Let's stop the machine for 
a moment or two and listen to that sweet rare music again. 

Let's be vigilant. And let's make the world a place of sweet wildness once again. 

In fact, let's start right now: with a long coyote-wolf howl at the moon and 
stars. Loud enough for David to hear us... 


Page 20 Earth First! Samhain 1998 



continued from front page 

Pacific Lumber's disingenuous claim that the log- 
gers didn't know they were endangering anyone 
was followed by comments suggesting that it's time 
to stop these protests, that organizers are put- 
ting young recruits in harm's way, etc. These 
media feeds culminated in what looks to be the 
first volley in a "blame the victims" smear 
campaign: a press packet containing two pages 
of the Direct Action Manual describing "cat and 
mouse" woods actions. PL president John 
Campbell commented in an accompanying 
press release that, "If you read the rules... it's 
just a game. Only the people who work in the 
forest and their families are supposed to be 
hurt," seeming to suffer a memory lapse about 
just who had died. 

A vigil and blockade quickly evolved at the 
site with people locking down to a junked car 
to block the access road the next morning. 
People locked to equipment at the ridgetop 
where Gypsy was killed, and an altar was set up 
in the middle of the road near the entrance. 

Had this blockade not been in place, PL crews 
arriving for work the morning after the inci- 
dent would have hauled out the trees, render- 
ing an investigation of the site impossible. 
After several days, PL finally stated it was 
closing the area until the Sheriffs Department's 
investigation is done. Clearly, the Humboldt 
County Sheriff's Department, the law enforce- 
ment agency currently under litigation for 
swabbing pepper spray into the eyes of Earth 
First! activists, is not the fair and impartial 
agency to conduct an investigation. 

It is not clear what PL's policy is for workers 
encountering protesters in the woods, but this 
is certainly not the first time loggers have acted 
menacingly toward protesters. The Humboldt 
Sheriff's Department also has a long record of 
nonenforcement and non-investigation of in- 
cidents of violence, harassment and threats of 
violence when the targets are associated with 
Earth First! or Headwaters defense. The back- 
drop for Gypsy's death is the tolerance and 
encouragement of animosity and violence toward 
Earth First! 

Whether or not the logger, prior to the killing, had 
fully come to terms with the fact that he could be 


responsible for taking someone's life, it is clear he 
directly threatened to fall trees in the direction of 
protesters and then followed through. On the vid- 
eotape, he can be heard screaming, "Oh fuck! I wish 


I had my fuckin' pistol! I'm guess I'm gonna just 
start packin' that motherfucker in here." Earlier, 
one of the affinity group heard him shouting, "Bet- 
ter wear a hard hat because this one's coming for 


you." Scores of organizations and individuals have 
rallied around a call for an independent investiga- 
tion in the wake of this killing, including Action for 
Community and Ecology in the Rainforests of Cen- 
tral America, the Action Resource Center in Los 
Angeles, the Sierra Club and 100 signers on a letter 
circulated by the Environmental Protection Infor- 
mation Center. 

Humboldt attorney Steve Schectman is preparing 
to file a wrongful death lawsuit on behalf of Gypsy's 
family after meeting with them when they traveled 
to California from Texas a week after the incident. 
Chain's mother, stepfather, two sisters, two aunts 
and two close friends stayed in California several 
days, attending memorials in Berkeley, Areata, and 
Garberville and visiting the site in the forest where 
Gypsy was killed. 

Early in the morning of October 7, 42 members of 
several law enforcement agencies descended on the 
Grizzly Creek site to break up the blockade. They 
forcibly removed those at the site, and moved up 
the hill to where several activists were attached to a 
loader. They proceeded to douse two young women 
who were locked to equipment with pepper spray, 
pouring the caustic substance directly into their 
eyes from their gloved hands. These two women, 
once taken to jail, were denied medical attention for 
more than 24 hours. The following morning, a 
group of 30 people returned to the site and set up a 
road blockade consisting of nine people linked 
together across the road. To intimidate those taking 
part in the blockade into unlocking, sheriff's depu- 
ties singled out one woman and subjected her to 
three applications of pepper spray, using her pain as 
a warning to the others. Commitment remains high 
to securing the site until an independent investiga- 
tion can be completed and until the issues of illegal 
logging are resolved. 

T o become involved, j oin the call for an indepen- 
| i dent investigation. Call or write Janet Reno, Attor- 
-? ney General, Department of Justice, 5111 Main 
I Justice Building, 10th St. and Constitutional Ave., 
NW, Washington DC 20530. Also contkct Dan 
Lundgren, California Attorney General, 1300 I St., 
Sacramento, CA 95814; (916) 445-9555. Empha- 
size that the pattern of violent treatment and 
endangerment of nonviolent protesters should be 
investigated, as well as David Chain's death. 

Please help us continue to defend Headwaters 
forest and our fellow activists. Watch for dates in 
the pepper spray trial in November or December. 
Call Northcoast Earth First!, POB 28, Areata, CA 
95518; (510) 835-6303. 





Tripod sitter at Gypsy Free State 





Roadbuilding in the Ingram Mooto wilderness in coastal British Columbia, July 1 998. 
The Ingram Mooto Polallie watershed complex is the heart of the Great Bear Rainforest 
along BC's mid and north coast. The Ingram is home to bear, cougar, wolf, marbled 
murrelet, wolverine, salmon, elk, and more than 80 other birds and mammals. This 
pristine area is one of dozens throughout the Great Bear Rainforest slated to be clearcut 
by Western Forest Products (WFP) and other companies in coming years. WFP began 
roadbuilding in the Ingram this July. Activists from the Forest Action Network (FAN) in 
Bella Coola, BC, staged a virtual blockade of the road by taking pictures of the destruction 
with a digital camera and downloading them via satellite phone to FAN'S Web site. The 
Western red cedar stump shown here is from a tree cut to make way for a road along 
Ingram Lake. The tree was roughly eight-feet wide and 900-years old. 


The Great Bear Rainforest in British Columbia is a vast complex of islands, snowcapped peaks and rainforest valleys 
containing the longest and deepest fjords on planet Earth. Rainforest valleys such asSutslem, Swallop and Jump Across Creek 
(pictured above) are threatened by roadbuilding and clearcutting. 
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by Daniel Patterson 

"Howdy, partner! Can you spare some change? 
I'm trying to buy development rights to protect 
nature on Western private lands. No change? How 
about millions of dollars?" 

As the West continues to rapidly grow and urban- 
ize, and livestock ranching becomes more economi- 
cally infeasible, pressure to develop large private 
land-holdings intensifies. A 22,000-acre private ranch 
along the Mexican border in Arizona's San Rafael 
Valley is caught in just such a land-use struggle. 

When the Sharp family announced its intention to 
develop the San Rafael ranch, the Arizona Parks 
Department stepped in with a $9 million offer to buy 
the "development rights" on the 34-square-mile 
spread, which is rich with 
biodiversity. Purchase 
money would come from 
the voter-approved Heri- 
tage Fund, which is sup- 
ported by the Arizona 
lottery. The total value of 
the Sharp's Santa Cruz 
County ranch property 
is estimated to be around 
$11 million, according to 
Arizona Parks Director 
Ken Travous. 

While public buy-out deals are increasing across 
the West, this is the first time such a large deal has 
been proposed in Arizona. In the original $9 million 
proposal, the land would continue to be owned by 
the Sharps. Grazing would continue, and the Sharps 
would retain semi-limited development rights on 
320 acres, as well as mining rights. Public access, 
however, would be denied. 

"This is not a conservation easement like Parks 
[Department] says — it's sort of like paying ransom 
to a rancher who says: 'Pay me or I'll develop my 
ranch.' For just $2 million more, the state could 
buy it outright, and we could have full public 
ownership and access," says Jon Tate, president of 
the Western Gamebird Alliance, a Tucson-based 
hunting organization. 

Kieran Suckling, director of the Southwest Center 
for Biological Diversity, agreed, "It's outrageous to 
pay a rancher public money to keep ranching. For 
$9 million, the public should get the cows off the 
land — and access." 

The Sharp family responded to the Parks 
Department's offer by demanding more money and 
listing the ranch for sale at $24 million. The deal 
seems stalled, leaving the ranch at risk of a purchase 
by a developer. "Without public money, the valley 
is almost certain to be developed," says Luther 
Propst of the developer-financed and ranching- 
friendly Sonoran Institute, though it seems unlikely 
that a developer would pay such an inflated price. 

Large private buy-outs of development rights, for 
better or worse, may be the future of private lands 
conservation in the West. Most Western states have 
outdated land systems and laws that strongly encour- 
age subdivision and development. Until Western state 
land-use laws are revised to encourage conservation, 
the economic reality will force the development of 
large private land-holdings, resulting in more 36-acre 
"ranchettes" like those springing up across the West. 

The ranchette boom is relatively recent, and it 
remains to be seen how many of the 36-acre parcels 
will be further divided and developed. It is a compli- 
cated issue, and there is virtually no research on the 
relative environmental effects of limited develop- 
ment versus grazing. 

In Northern California, the Headwaters Agreement 
to payoff Maxxam Corporation, Pacific Lumber (PL) 
and infamous Savings and Loan scam figure Charles 
Hurwitz has been correctly rejected as a bad deal by 
leading environmental activists. It will protect only 
around 10 percent of the core ancient redwood forest 
area, at huge public cost, and allows Hurwitz to log 
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the rest of Headwaters. By threatening to clearcut all 
of PL's ancient redwood forest Hurwitz effectively 
forced the Interior Department and Senator Dianne 
Feinstein (D-CA) to craft a lucrative deal that falls 
short on conservation. In fact, when this deal was 
first evolving, the Interior Department allegedly 
planned to take money set aside to acquire desert 
tortoise habitat in the Southwest to pay Hurwitz. 
Sources within the Interior Department told me 
those funds could purchase about 300,000 acres of 
important habitat in the Mojave desert. At Headwa- 
ters, the money bought about 10,000 acres. 

Ecologists and activists need not necessarily op- 
pose the principle of paying to protect private land. 
We will not be able to adequately protect and recover 
endangered species and ecosystems using only pub- 


It’s Sort of like paying ransom 

TO A RANCHER WHO SAYS: “PAY 

me or I’ll Develop my ranch.” 


lie lands as a habitat base. Important biological 
migration corridors, springs, wetlands and riparian 
habitat are often in private ownership. Why not 
spend federal money on acquisition and protection 
of such important habitat? We must continue to 
demand that cash sources such as the federal Land 
and Water Conservation Fund are properly used in 
the future. Honest conservation easements or buy- 
outs can be a good deal for nature and the public. 

Some regions have implemented innovative fund- 
ing measures such as the quarter-cent sales tax for 
buying open space and habitat in Boulder County, 
Colorado. Based on consumption, Boulder's tax 
raises money for private lands acquisition and pro- 
tection agreements. To be effective in efforts to 
protect private land, we must remain open to the 
buy-out concept. But we must also be careful not to 
overlook the fine print or accept rip-off deals. 

Certainly, Southwestern enviros are right to op- 
pose a $9 million pay-out scheme that won't remove 
ecosystem-damaging cattle or even 
allow public access. Peter Galvin, 
conservation biologist with 
the Southwest Center ex- „ 
plains, "No matter how well 
it's .done, ranching in the 
desert can hardly be called 
preservation." A top priority 
of ranch deals, especially in 
arid zones, should be to get 
livestock off the land. 

Simply blocking hous- 
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would be given to the Canadian mining company 
Noranda for mineral extraction. The pay-out may 
have stopped mining outside a national park, but 
the cumulative effect on the land is the same, 
possibly even worse. This is not a "win-win situa- 
tion" as described by Bruce Babbitt, except possibly 
for the mining company. 

The Y ellowstone deal set a precedent for federal buy- 
outs. It was no coincidence that shortly after that, 
Catellus Corporation (the largest private landowner 
in the California desert) declared that it was going to 
mine and develop its inholdings in the new Mojave 
National Preserve and BLM wilderness areas. Catellus 
said this was to maximize revenue from these lands 
(once public but given away to the railroads over 100 
years ago to encourage development). It was largely 
recognized that Catellus was acting on the Yellowstone 
deal to leverage an expensive public buy-out. 

In a related twist, the US Army's highly controver- 
sial efforts to expand the Ft. Irwin tank training base 
to an additional 300,000 acres of public land in the 
Mojave would reportedly involve a pay-out of pub- 
lic funds to acquire Catellus lands within the Mojave 
Preserve. This is considered a highly questionable 
mitigation measure to allow the Army to expand 

high-impact training on 
threatened desert tortoise 
critical habitat. 

Adding to the complex- 
ity, developers and politi- 
cians across the West of- 
ten oppose public pur- 
chase of private land due 
to the already high per- 
centages of public land in 
the Western states (aver- 
age 50 percent). In some 
areas, such as the Las Ve- 
gas Valley in southern Nevada, however, thousands 
of acres of public land have been "swapped" with 
developers for distant private land inholdings or sold 
for cash supposedly to fund habitat acquisition. The 
blight of today's Las Vegas is built on what was, less 
than 80 years ago, mostly a publicly owned biologi- 
cal delight of wetlands and upland desert habitat. 
Clearly, sometimes these deals work for nature and 
the public. Sometimes they don't, resulting in a net 
loss of public land acreage and habitat quality. 

It is time for all Americans to decide if we really 
want these Western landscapes protected. If so, are 
we willing to pay for it? A bleak reality called urban 
sprawl is advancing forward from the edge of every 
Western city. Coastal Southern California, once a 
paradise of biodiversity, is now reduced to slices of 
viable wild areas. The West's future looks more 
paved, fragmented, polluted and biologically im- 
poverished if we don't take action now to make real 
private lands conservation a reality. Buy-outs do 
have potential to be positive 
but only if enough skilled 
activists steer the process 
toward true land con- 
servation. Other- 
wise, 
buy- 


ing development, 
while continuing to 
allow livestock graz- 
ing on an ecosystem 
that cannot support it, 
is not a good deal for 
nature. Recent and 
evolving buy-out deals 
in Montana and Califor- 
nia also have big prob- 
lems caused by greed, cor- 
ruption and a lack of eco- 
logical understanding 
amongst the top negotiators. 

Look at the 1996 deal to 
stop mining outside 
Yellowstone National Park. 

The Interior Department de- 
clared that in addition to a cash 
payment, public lands elsewhere 



outs may prove most ben- 
eficial to private interests 
and shifty politicians, while 
greatly compromising po- 
tential benefits to nature. 

Daniel Patterson is a con- 
servation ecologist and activ- 
istbased in the Sonoran Desert. 
He can be contacted at 
danielp@envirolink.org.) 






continued from front page 
He wanted to work compost (the communication 
shift), but she was not comfortable with him in that 
role so quickly. He came to me to complain about her 
treatment of him (not knowing that she and I had 
discussed it earlier and decided on a course of action), 
and he misrepresented what she had done. He was 
trying to play her off against me, thinking that I was 
a leader and could keep her in check. Ha, ha, the 
women are our backbone. This was strike three. 

He also told me he was given $300 dollars in petty 
cash by Buffalo Nations to use at his discretion to help 

out the Minnehaha campaign. 

This was strike four because as 
all Earth Firstlers know, there is 
no such thing as surplus money. 

By this time he was wander- 
ing around camp carefully 
checking out all of our key 
areas. We did a pretty good job 
of keeping him tailed. He felt 
that he was being watched and 


senting himself. They had asked him to leave. 

He then went to the Western Shoshone Defense 
Project (WSDP) and told them he was Mike Meese's 
best friend and he could bring a lot of stuff to their 
campaign. He split from their camp with over $300 
dollars (the money he said he had for us, I'm sure). 
When he departed there, he left behind a birth 
certificate under the name Jason Hammel and 
military identification under the name John Glass. 

With all of this information piling up from Mike 
and a call to Mary Anne Alley from WSDP confirm- 
ing what had happened, I approached the other 


We found... an 
under the alias Andrew Stines... business cards 
from Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers and Buffalo Nations 
under the name Jason Hammel and a Montana 
fishing license under the name John Glass... He was 
Is short of a full deck as an infiltrator. 


told me to call "his uncle" Mike Meese if we had any 
concerns, so I did. 

When I spoke to Mike he told me that this guy had 
gone by the name John Glass. He had been at Buffalo 
Nations talking up what he could do and misrepre- 


folks in camp, and we developed a plan to confront 
"Jason" and escort him from the camp. 

We waited until we had a large number of people 
free from shifts and then asked Jason to join us by the 
sacred fire. We told him what we had learned and that 
we would like him to give us the money to return to 
the WSDP. Then we would escort him from the camp. 

He did not make any arguments in his defense and 
only said that he would rather go to the Greyhound 
depot than to the airport because it was too late to 
catch a flight. He also said he would not be able to 
give us the money because he could not access it 
until the following day. 

We wanted him out of camp so four of us got in a 
car with him and dropped him off at the bus depot. 
Not quite the end of the story, unfortunately. 

When we got back to camp we found his cell phone, 
a cash card and emergency medical technician regis- 
tration card under the alias Andrew Stines, business 


cards from Cold Mountain, Cold 
Rivers and Buffalo Nations under 
the name Jason Hammel and a 
Montana fishing license under the 
name John Glass. He also left a 
knife and ax that had the name J. 
Montagne and an address in Ver- 

w mont on it. He was a few cards 

short of a full deck as an infiltrator. 

The following day, one of the elders in the camp 
said some of his friends had seen us drop off a guy 
at the station who immediately made a phone call. 
Half an hour later two guys in dark suits picked 
Jason up in a government car. 

This made us even more suspicious and so we went 
around camp with our frequency counter. In the main 
tipi, base camp tent, communications post, mobile 
communications unit and the four sacred trees planted 
in the four directions, we picked up transmissions in 
the low 200 frequencies (military level). 

While Jason was in camp, we heard rumors that we 
were going to be raided on September 1 . On the first 
of the month several city police cars, state patrol cars 
and two vans with federal plates showed up with a 
national guard helicopter. Channel 5 news was there 
at the time, and we heard the police say over their 
radios, "Abort, abort the media is on site." 


Got Dem John Glass Infiltrator Blues! 


by Stan Wilson 

Oh god, not again! Yes, EF! is growing up. How can ya tell? I give you John 
Glass: thief, con man, possible agent. As they say on the cop shows, "be on 
the look out for" John Glass, aka Jason Hammel, aka Andrew Stines. 

What kind of man is John Glass? As one can tell from his description. Glass 
is a fairly nondescript individual who could be anyone. People who have been 
in contact with him say the dude has his rap down. Gotta give him credit. Glass 
snowed a lot of people who are extraordinarily cautious. 

He has hit Montana, Minnesota, Nevada and originally appeared on the 
scene back in 1997 at the Headwaters campaign. Glass has had his way with 
important computer files and video archives containing information not just 
related to the campaigns he infiltrated, but also movement-wide campaigns. 
He has stolen money and equipment. At one point he convinced an activist 
to loan him her truck. It was recovered only after she filed a police report and 
even then found just by happenstance. He has even convinced activists to 
loan him credit cards. 

Who is John Glass? A few theories. John Glass is an FBI agent. He is here as 


information. I'd think, however, that if this were the case, he'd have his shit 
together much more than he apparently does. He appears to be kind of a fuck 
up. That could be his cover, but the average FBI agent just isn't that clever. 

Theory two: Glass is an agent provocateur. Well, he didn't get anyone to do 
anything they weren't already doing, and he didn't really seem to be pulling 
off the tried and true American Indian Movement (AIM)/Black Panther model 
of getting everybody lined up against one another. Glass really seemed to 
want everyone to like him. 

This leads me to theory three. EF! has enough base camps going and has 
enough ties to other related campaigns to attract the same sort of predatory 
parasites that the Rainbow family has become so famous for. I was initially 
very willing to jump on just this sort of bandwagon, but one fact disturbed 
me. When Glass was taken to the bus depot in Minneapolis, he was met by 


a very "men in black" sort of car, complete with tinted windows. Most 
parasites don't have friends of that class. 

That brings us to my preferred option, theory four: COINTELPRO. The 
counter intelligence program was set up by the FBI and lovely 'ole J. Edgar 
Hoover to destabilize and destroy the anti-war movement and other groups 
like AIM and the Black Panthers. If you think this is all just paranoia and 
"our" government isn't that bad, you are playing the wrong game. Okay, so 
what is Glass' trip and how does he fit into COINTELPRO? I think that John 
Glass is a wing-nut independent contractor, possibly a Clausenite, who has 
been hired by the FBI/COINTELPRO to go from camp to camp spreading a 
whole new wave of paranoia, gathering intelligence and, of course, keeping 
whatever he steals. Real FBI agents aren't thieves (unless they are stealing 
information) . Stealing money is the kind of thing either parasites or indepen- 
dents do. Theft of money hurts campaigns for obvious reasons, but it also 
hurts for less obvious reasons. When people are stolen from, especially by a 
"brother/sister activist," we all feel less safe and it becomes harder to let new 
people in. This kind of shit really busted up the Panthers. Fear and distrust 
become the order of the day, and yet another opposition group goes down 
the toilet. All in all, a good day's work. 

We know who John Glass is. We have his photo. His days in this movement 
should be over. We can't get the money back, nor protect the information 
sources he already accessed. We need to protect ourselves, however, because 
these sorts of guys aren't going away. First, don't get any more paranoid than 
you already are. Move beyond fear into awareness. If a person feels "off, " they 
probably are. Trust your intuition. In regards to records, computers and 
video, make them available on a need-to-know basis. Don't ever give access 
to records, funds or anything more than mundane resources to any new 
person, no matter who they claim to know. Name droppers are a problem for 
many reasons so don't ever let a chronic name dropper do anything! If a John 
Glass-like individual is uncovered, it is up to each group to decide what to do 
with the person, but no matter what, pass all photos and descriptions to 
radical publications to be published. 
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Time To Gut Serious 


^Rethinking EFS Strategy* 


by Osprey 


The recent death of David Chain and 
the increasing violence by loggers 
against nonviolent Earth First! activ- 
ists illustrate the serious consequences 
our tribe faces while necessarily resist- 
ing the elevation of economic profit 
over all other values. Likewise, vio- 
lence against activists of various move- 
ments by the police is escalating — the 
stakes are rising; tensions are increas- 
ing as resources diminish rapidly; and 
the struggle grows more bitter as the 
masses and the wealthy few each per- 
ceive greater threats. Is the Earth First! 
movement adapting to these changes 
and creating new, more effective strat- 
egies based on our experience? Effec- 
tive enough, that is, to really bring 
about the systemic change needed to 
stop human-caused extinctions, glo- 
bal environmental catastrophe and 
societal self-mutilation and disinte- 
gration? Effective enough so that 
David (and potentially others) will 
not have died in vain? 

As one who has been part of the EF! 
movement for 14 years, I'd say, in 
general, no. I am less inspired by the 
movement's strategic direction, even 
as I continue to be enriched by friend- 
ships with people in the movement. 
I'm not the only one who has noticed 
that Earth First! seems to be stuck in a 
rut — one of banner hangings; futile, 
isolated actions lacking a strategic-wide 
framework; fragmentation of effort by 
issue and locality; and internal group 
dynamic problems, including individu- 
als' addictions to things like 
alcohol, pot and partying. 

Serious consequences of 
these ruts include: energetic, 
inspired new activists alien- 
ated and left out of cliques; 
older, more experienced ac- 
tivists dropping out of the 
movement or visible roles 
within the movement; and 
Earth First! activists increas- 
ingly equating "enjoying 
life" with mainstream, non- 
activist activities like watch- 
ing TV, partying and stepping back 
from activism entirely, rather than 
finding fulfillment in a well-rounded 
activist culture. 

There is an increasing tendency to 
focus on tactics at the expense of strat- 
egy and actions at the expense of long- 
term campaign goals. There is also a 
macho tendency to dismiss serious, 
effective legal campaigns and inten- 
sive value-changing educational work 
as not part of Earth First! because they 
are not direct action campaigns. 

Another symptom of EF!'s malaise 
is the apparent decline in economic 
sabotage, even as the Animal Libera- 
tion Front continues to shut down 
the fur industry and challenge domi- 
nant anthropocentric values with 
high-risk liberation acts. Perhaps we 
would be wise to learn from other 
movements as well as from our own 
founding visions. 

There is a striking failure within EF! 
(and other movements right now) to do 
the greatly needed work of face-to-face 
organizing. This means unplugging the 
elitist computer, fax, TV and other pas- 
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sive technological gadgetry and talking 
to people outside our activist circle — 
through cultural events, study groups, 
roadshows, workshops, potlucks, on 
their picket lines, in their demonstra- 
tions, at their homes and in their neigh- 
borhoods. A lot of this kind of work 
made activism in the '60s successful 
and inspiring. We need to learn from 
our own "ourstory." We need to build a 
stronger community among ourselves. 


some good ones that need to be shared 
with the rest of society much more 
than what we've been doing — like 
biocentrism, the philosophical under- 
pinnings of deep ecology and putting 
the Earth first, with no compromise in 
her defense. 

But are these frameworks enough to 
move us forward strategically now? Prob- 
ably not. So let's consider some addi- 
tional overarching frameworks that can 


“I’m not the only one who has noticed that Earth First! seems to be 
stuck in a rut — one of banner hangings; futile, isolated actions 
lacking a strategic-wide framework; fragmentation of effort by 
issue and locality; and internal group dynamic problems, including 
individuals’ addictions to things like alcohol, pot and partying ” 


What do I mean by learning from 
"our story" and creating our own strong 
community (to fill the void now filled 
with addictions, consumption, indus- 
trial technology and mass pseudo-cul- 
ture manufacturing of consent)? Let's 
look at labor movement history for 
some examples. Until we democratize 
the work place, democratic movements 
will be quite limited in duration be- 
cause people have to go back to the 
same jobs (the same system) the next 
day. (This is what happened in the 
Philippines after the revolt against 
Marcos. Now they are under another 
business-as-usual government.) 

Between 1860-1880, 
the Populist move- 



ment in the US had a whole activist 
culture going, with its own co-ops, 
newspapers, cultural events and town 
meetings. We can learn how corporate 
power destroyed all that through the 
use of "regulatory agencies" and gov- 
ernment co-option. The labor 
movement's momentum was lost be- 
cause they got complacent with appar- 
ent victories, handed over their direc- 
tion to the government via regulatory 
agencies, stopped organizing for broader 
goals and went into reactive mode. 

Sound like the stagnation EF! finds 
itself in today? We would be wise to 
learn from the labor experience, al- 
low ourselves to be shocked and en- 
lightened by the similarities and start 
working with labor activists. Stron- 
ger alliances will get us beyond the 
government/corporate "divide and 
conquer" schemes and teach us what 
we need to know to be much more 
effective in our own issue work — and 
in our choice of issues, strategies and 
overarching frameworks of thought. 

What do I mean by "overarching 
frameworks of thought?" Well EF! has 


bring us into solidarity with other activ- 
ist movements to achieve the critical 
mass necessary for a real nonviolent, 
grassroots revolution. Two useful frame- 
works come to mind: 1) the need to 
dismantle the mechanisms of corporate 
rule on a systemic, international level 
and 2) the necessity of practicing mu- 
tual aid at the local level to convert 
alienation and violence into commu- 
nity and direct democracy while also 
eliminating dependency on corpora- 
tions and government. 

For instance, take the recent Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) efforts to 
nullify the meaning and significance of 
organic food labeling. What was the 
average group's response? Write and 
call the FDA. What good did that do in 
the long run? None. Instead, as the 
group Democracy Unlimited did in Cali- 
fornia, we need to urge people to rise up 
and reject corporate involvement in 
food production. We need to move 
beyond bandaids and regulatory are- 
nas into seizing authority over societal 
institutions, through, for example, char- 
ter revocation proceedings. To make 
charter revocation attempts successful 
and, more importantly, to redefine the 
nature of and limits of corporations, we 
must change the political climate 
through public outreach and mobili- 
zation, stepping outside established 
legal channels as did the Civil Rights 
movement and the anti-war move- 
ment in the '60s. 

For a real life example of mutual aid, 
community-building and creating al- 
ternatives to corporate dependency, 
one can look to Portland, Oregon, 
where there's a wonderful experiment 
called "Our United Villages" in a low- 
income urban neighborhood. At the 
new community center, people in the 
neighborhood post messages about 
what they have to offer in the way of 
skills, goods and services, and others 
from the neighborhood can come in 
and look for what they need, without 
having to go outside their own com- 
munity. A very significant ground rule 
is that the two people, the provider and 
the receiver, have to meet each other 
face to face. One person can't just call 
the other up and order something. A 
relationship is formed, and neighbors 
are more willing to give discounts to 


each other and trade directly. Pretty 
soon people know most of the other 
members of their community. Gang 
violence goes way down because al- 
most everyone knows each other. (It's 
hard for most people to hurt someone 
they know and with whom they have 
some shared connection.) 

This is a system of local-level mutual 
aid that builds real community and 
real alternatives to corporate depen- 
dency. Let's do business 
with each other, not with 
corporations or others 
out to oppress us. How is 
this particular effort 
funded? By volunteers 
and low-paid staff who 
salvage usable building 
materials and sell them 
at low rates. It is a lot of 
work, not obviously he- 
roic, but rewarding, and 
it does not require some technological 
expert or government intervention. A 
lot of the best long-term solutions will 
probably be like that — local, humble, 
simple and meaningful. 

If we really want to create signifi- 
cant lasting change, we need to be 
serious about what we're doing and 
how we're doing it. We simply don't 
have time to fool around while the 
Earth goes down. While it's important 
to take breaks and continually recon- 
nect with the wild that inspires us, 
we're not doing enough to bring oth- 
ers into our struggle so that we can 
take it as easy as we would like. 

These insights are like glimpses of 
moonlight in the dense fog of our 
colonized and routinized minds. We 
all need each other, and many others 
whom we haven't connected with 
yet, or we will remain lost, not even 
noticing the others groping around. 
The Earth as we know it may die 
because we stayed mesmerized by the 
toys and ploys of techno-society, 
techno-toys and regulatory agencies 
meant to distract us. Like rats in a 
maze, some may never look over the 
false walls dividing us, set up by the 
mad scientists of corporate greed. I've 
seen some of the rats look over the 
walls. If enough of us do... 

Let's not forget to dream and not 
forget our dreams. 

Suggested reading: 

Radical Democracy by C. Douglas 
Lummis; Mutual Aid by Peter 
Kropotkin; The Populist Moment by 
Lawrence Goodwyn; Cities Without 
Citizens; The Modernity of the City as a 
Corporation by Enzin F. Isin; Cities, and 
The Wealth of Nations by Jane Jacobs; 
The Search for Community, From Utopia 
to a Co-operative Society by George 
Melnyk; and Who Will Tell the People? 
by William Greider. 

For further background on how I 
suggest refraiming our issue work (and 
why) for greater effectiveness, write or 
call the Program on Corporations, Law 
and Democracy, POB 246, South 
Yarmouth, MA 02664-0246; (508) 398- 
1145. POCLAD needs donations to 
continue its work, and we need your 
engagement in the growing move- 
ment to end corporate dominance and 
build real democracy. 


Earth Night News • Earth Night News 


Plowshares Beat Missile Silo 


Two plowshare's activists disarmed a Minuteman 
III missile on August 6 in Colorado. The following is 
one of the activist's testimonials: 

I have always loved nature, unendingly. Before I 
began to prepare for what became the Minuteman 
III Plowshares action, I was organizing around anti- 
militarism issues at our local chapter of the War 
Resisters League in New Jersey. While I was always 
concerned about pollution and rainforest destruc- 
tion, in my mind somehow, war resistance and 
environmentalism were comple- 
mentary but distinct. When one 
of the crazy characters in our peace 
community, Bob Weiss, intro- 
duced me to the history and spirit 
of Earth First!, my mind was sud- 
denly ablaze! I continued my life- 
long walks through nature and 
began more and more to think of 
war resistance as eco-defense and 
to understand the threat of war as 
affecting not only animal and human life, but the 
biosphere itself. 

Perhaps these connections are obvious, but to me 
they were a revelation. The Pentagon is Polluter #1, 
and I would resist it, in defense of Mother Earth! 

So here I am, years later, looking at the mountains 
of Colorado. Just 37 days ago, with my friend 
Daniel Sicken, an Air Force veteran from Vermont, 


I traveled to our local Minuteman III missile silo in 
Weld County, Colorado. With bolt cutters, we 
clipped the fence, unfurled a banner and painted a 
mural on the silo lid. The grasslands were so flat 
and quiet in the rising sun. With sledgehammers, 
we began to beat on the tracks that would let the 
silo lid open and release the missile of genocide 
and ecocide. The sound of our hammers on the 
metal tracks rang out into the prairie, the very 
sound of beating our nuclear swords into plow- 
shares. 

When we were done and wait- 
ing for the Air Force to come for 
us, we could see the shattered 
concrete around the tracks, the 
blocks of the tracks hammered 
right off, our blood-anointed 
painting of the broken rifle of 
disarmament and the grave stone 
with the letters H-O-P-E, all 
painted neatly on the silo lid. I 
knew that beneath us was the 335-kiloton monster, 
and I could say to the prairie and to the sky, "My 
Earth and her creatures be safe from this. We are 
tired of its threat, and we long for rest." 

— Sachio Ko-Yin, September 1998 

To contact Ko-Yin, write M. Jameson, 1 0 E Ridgewood 
Ave., Ridgewood, NJ 07450; mjameson@lenoxhill.org. 



Sicken and Ko-Yin, sledgehammers in hand 


Barbed-wire Snipped in the Big Sky 


In mid-June, as the Wyoming Stock Growers Asso- 
ciation was meeting in Casper, a carload of range 
warriors traveled 100 miles up and down Wyoming's 
dirt roads, cutting 260 sections of barbed-wire fence. 

"Just in time for the welfare cowboys convention," 
read leaflets nailed to fence posts. No one has taken 
responsibility for the action. Now, in a throwback to 
the 19th century when fence cutting resulted in 
hangings in parts the West, violence lingers over 
barbed wire in Big Sky country. 

"For their own safety, they better lay off," a local 
rancher said. "If the right group finds them, they 
might get shot." 

Environmentalists insist the government should 
not subsidize the environmentally destructive 


grazing 
industry 
by open- 
ing pub- 
lic lands 
to the 
meadow 
munchers. 

Frequent acts of wire snipping have ensued. Environ- 
mentalists also believe the barbed-wire causes lethal 
injury to birds, coyotes and deer. 

The ranchers believe the wire cutting is directly 
attributable to an article that appeared in the Eostar 
'97 issue of the Journal. 

(Information compiled from the NYT.) 



Freddies Hit by Siashers 

In two separate incidents this September, the 
Forest Service had less hot air than normal. 

On Sunday, September 6, graffiti was painted on 
the US Forest Service headquarters in Rutland, 
Vermont. "Earth First!" and "Save Lamb Brook" 
were spray painted on the building (see the Brigid 
'98 issue of the EF! J for details about Lamb Brook). 
The headquarter's doors were also locked shut with 
chains, and tires were slashed on four Forest Ser- 
vice vehicles. Police believe the acts were tied to an 
informational weekend gathering sponsored by 
the Native Forest Network, a Burlington, VT-based 
group that opposes road building and logging in 
the Lamb Brook Roadless Area. The Native Forest 
Network says it was unaware of the vandalism at 
the Rutland building. 

On September 26, the Forest Service in Asheville, 
NC, discovered tires slashed on 21 agency trucks. A 
Forest Service special agent suspects "environmen- 
tal terrorists" may be responsible for the incident. 
In all, 82 tires were slashed causing an estimated 
$5,000 worth of damage, according to an Asheville 
Police Department report. 

The suspects apparently climbed over a fence to 
. the Forest Service compound and used a knife to cut 
the tires. "The complainant believes it may have 
been done by an 'environmental terrorist' group 
that often targets the US Forest Service," the police 
report stated. It did not specify which group. The 
Forest Service special agent who filed the report 
slightly backed off that assertion later, saying that 
other groups or individuals may be suspects, too. "I 
am pursuing several other facets of the investiga- 
tion," he said. 

In the past, environmental groups have criti- 
cized the Forest Service for its logging policies in 
national forests, including the one million acres in 
Pisgah and Nantahala National Forests of western 
North Carolina. 


ELF Chokes Yellow Death Machines 


On September 20, the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) 
took credit for the sabotage of seven large yellow 
machines of death in Davis, CA. Gas tanks were 
filled with sand, chest-high tires were slashed, and 
wires were cut. 


Minnehaha Liberated Zone 


continued from frontpage 
Within an hour, more than one hun- 
dred people had come from the rally 
to the free state to bear witness to the 
action. Eight activists were arrested as 
they tried to stop the bulldozers. The 
police applied pain compliance holds, 
hurting several of the nonviolent ac- 
tivists. Protesters quickly took up po- 
sitions to attempt to block the police 
van containing the arrested activists; 
seating themselves across on the road, 
they chanted "Let them go!" 

Many other developments and vic- 
tories have taken place since the oc- 
cupation began three months ago. In 
early September, "Spiderman and the 
Green Lantern" scaled a 150-foot 
crane and dropped a banner that read, 
"Stop the Reroute of 55 — Earth First!" 
When the police arrived, they com- 
mented, "We won't arrest you, but 
you can't do this every day." Spidey 
hung underneath the banner for 
about five hours until the strong 
winds forced him to descend. No ar- 
rests took place, but the rope and 
banner were confiscated. 

A few days after Spidey's bit of guer- 
rilla theater, tension in camp esca- 


lated when workers and machinery 
from MNDOT and Minnegasco util- 
ity company arrived on the street to 
tear up the utilities. Everyone in camp 
was alerted with whistles, and in no 
time people were in position for a 
raid. Earth First! and the Mendota 
Mdewakanton Dakota tribe decided 
long ago that we would block the 
progress of the road every step of the 
way. Just after the first front-end 
loader was rolled off the trailer, an 
activist named "Special Sauce" locked 
his neck to the hydraulic lift of the 
machine. "Solstice" then locked down 
to the other machine in a similarly 
precarious manner. The street began 
to fill with state trooper vehicles as 
well as a fire truck and Minneapolis 
police. Press releases were immedi- 
ately sent out, and soon every local 
TV station was on site. Amidst all of 
the chaos, the MNDOT foreman prom- 
ised that if the EF!ers would unlock, he 
would pack up and go home for the 
day. Both Solstice and Special Sauce 
made it clear that they were not against 
the workers, but that they were forced 
into their positions by MNDOT and 
that they would not unlock until the 


reroute was canceled. 

The foreman said he understood 
the protest and wanted no one to be 
hurt. He told police that he could 
have a person on site in 30 minutes to 
dismantle the equipment, but the 
police opted to use the "jaws of life" 
instead. Despite many pleas from the 
activists for the police to join the 
protest, the locks were cut and the 
EF!ers, who went limp, were carried 
to the police cars screaming "Earth 
First!" A vigil of activists sang songs 
outside the jail until both protesters 
were released on their own recogni- 
zance later that evening. Solstice and 
Special Sauce were charged with tres- 
passing, disorderly conduct and fail- 
ure to obey a lawful order. 

The encampment hosted the 
Mendota Mdewakanton's first-ever 
pow-wow on September 27. More 
than 500 people came by the protest 
throughout the day to witness the 
very spiritual celebration of the sa- 
cred trees and the cold springs and to 
honor Mother Earth. After many 
hours of dancing and traditional tribal 
drumming and singing, the event 
ended with a giant feast. Also, a Mid- 
west Regional Rendezvous was held 
at the Minnehaha Free State the sec- 
ond week of October. 


The campaign to stop the reroute of 
Highway 55 will be continued until 
the project is canceled and all native 
land claims are upheld. The free state 
needs your help! All are welcome to 
join the fight to help change the way 
America looks at road building and 
Native American land rights. Contact 
us at Big Woods Earth First!, POB 
580936, Minneapolis’ MN 55458; (612) 
362-3387/Minnehaha Free State (612) 
728-0595; earthfirst@juno.com. 

If you can't join us, you can help by 
contacting MNDOT Commissioner 
James Denn at (651) 297-1467; Repre- 
sentative Martin Sabo at (6 1 2) 664-8000; 
Commerce at the Crossings, #286 250 
2nd Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 
55401; martin.sabo@mail.house.gov; 
Minneapolis Mayor Sharon Sayles 
Belton at (612) 673-2100, City Hall 
Room 331, 350 South 5th St., Minne- 
apolis, MN 55415, mayor @ 
ci.minneapolismn.us. MN Attorney 
General Skip Humphrey at (612) 
225-0726; Senator Paul Wellstone 
at (612) 645-0323 ; 2550 University 
Avenue West, Court International 
Building, St. Paul, MN 55114; 
senator@wellstone.senate.gov. Tell 
them to stop the reroute of High- 
way 55 and to support the Mendota 
land claim. 
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Shit for brains means letter to the editor. 
The letter is supposed to be under 300 words. 
Shitty brains is a reference to the intelligence 
of the editors. But if you mention that too 
much or send letters about Birth 
rains*' First!, you won't get printed. 

jnewsof thedeath ' ' 


bear If you meet a bear in ihe woods, 
tip your hat and smile. Bears arc 
large animals and they are very 
strong. People who know bears say 
you can't always be sure what 
a bear will do, especially Smoker . 


Dear Shit 
for Brains, 

The news of the death 
of Gypsy near the Headwaters 
grove deeply disturbed me, as it 
doubtless did every other forest 
activist. The feelings it brought 
out remind me of a fundamental 
principle, one that is sometimes 
forgotten: No Compromise in 
the Defense of Mother Earth! 

When I heard that Gypsy was 
killed by a PL logger who failed 
to appreciate the seriousness of 
the activists standing around the 
tree he fell, I can't help but think 
of the "compromises" that must 
have set the stage for that disre- 
gard. When any activist makes a 
stand, to then back down even 
an inch is far worse thing than 
to never have made the stand at 
all — it taints the stands of others 
with the air of compromise. And 
when direct action activists are 
perceived as susceptible to bul- 
lying and threats, situations be- 
come immensely dangerous. 
Giving in and backing down in 
the face of danger may save your 
ass, but only at the expense of 
someone else's. 

For my part, I'll admit to once 
coming down from a tripod un- 
der threats of, and actual vio- 
lence from some very pissed off 
loggers. And I admit I should 
have done more after taking part 
in our action at Dillon Creek 
when an activist was run over by 
a log truck. We should have 
pressed charges and filed suit or 
done another action the next day, 
something, anything to show we 
couldn't be run down and scared 
away. But we didn't. We backed 
away from fear, compromised our 
position of moral integrity for 
one of physical safety. 

The sole line of defense for the 
passive resisters is their uncom- 
promising integrity. Judi and 
Darryl didn't back down after 
being bombed, Rod Coronado 
has refused to budge even after 
years in prisorip'Civil rights 
marches weren't dispersed when 
the fire hoses found their tar- 
gets — and we must not water 
down our backwoods actions 
because of the insensitive act of 
a coward. Say it with me one 
more time just for the record: 
No Compromise in the Defense 
Of Mother Earth! 

— A Repentant Chicken 

Dear SFB, 

I have been a subscriber to 
your publication now for two 
years and read every one of the 
issues cov4r to cover. I however 
see a certain frailty in your activ- 
ism and your political strategies, 
and that is the fact that Earth 
First! is dancing around our com- 
mon goal as monkeywrenchers 
and eco-terrorists. That goal in 
my eye is the destruction of the 
Glen Canyon Dam. Now I know 
that this is very hard and also 
nearly an impossible task, how- 
ever if we all put our minds to it 


we 

could find a way to do it 
without the risk of thousands 
down river. We are a smart 
enough and capable enough 
movement to bring the system 
to its knees and Glen Canyon 
Dam to the ground. Please get 
back to me on this, tell what you 
in Eugene, OR, are going to do 
about that grand hunk of con- 
crete down here. 

Greatly disapproved, 

— Juniper. 

Dear SFB, 

They are running 
ads again against 
the Kyoto agree- 
ment. The ads are 
paid for by the pol- 
luting industries. If 
anyone wants to 
give a call and tell 
them where they 
can stick their 
bullshit p.r. the 
number is: 1-888- 
543-2287. This has 
two benefits; the 
polluters have to 
pay for the call, and 
they get an earful 
to boot. 

— Ronald Reagan 

Dear Anti-Automo- 
bile Activist, 

Ever notice how when police 
cars and fire trucks are in a hurry, 
with lights flashing and sirens 
screaming, the traffic signal 
lights always change for them? 
In some cities this is controlled 
by a switch at the dispatcher's 
office, but in a lot of communi- 
ties it is done by a photo electric 
eye inconspicuously 
mounted on the traffic 
light which is triggered by 
the strobe of the approach- 
ing emergency vehicle. 

You can buy a powerful 
strobe light with variable 
frequency control at Radio 
Shack for $34.99. You will 
also need a $ 79.99 inverter 
to run it off a car battery 
(available free at any park- 
ing lot). You can then ex- 
periment to find the right 
frequency and with a little 
practice at aiming, you can 
switch traffic signals back 
and forth at will, creating 
confusion and massive traffic 
jams. Two or three such units in 
one neighborhood coordinating 
their efforts could probably shut 
down a whole city. 

In some situations control of 
traffic lights could also be used to 
facilitate escape from the scene 
of an action or delay the arrival 
of police. 

Check out traffic lights on main 
streets near fire stations for in- 
conspicuous photoelectric eyes 
to see if this system is in use in 


your community. If it is, go play 
in traffic! 

— Tsindar 
SFB 

I became a parent through a 
combination of my own 
carelessness and manipu- 
lation by another. I have 
a perspective that is a 
mixture of "deep- 


ecological anti-procreation" and 
a furious love for a growing child. 

If I and my child were ever 
verbally insulted by a fellow EF!er 
for bringing another human into 
the Global Mall, I might kill out 
of a rabid defense instinct, but I 
would understand the person's 
perspective. 

Jim Flynn and others are right 


Practical rea- 
sons include keeping activists 
from becoming ex-activists 
through peer rejection, encour- 
aging a mixture of ages and 
lifestyles, and, potentially rais- 
ing an EF!er from scratch. This 
last is NOT a justification for 
having a child since planning 
your kid's politics is a recipe for 
disaster. 

There is a lot to be said for 
discouraging this procreative be- 
havior and en- 
couraging each 
other to stand 
by our beliefs. I 
felt that pres- 
sure immedi- 
ately upon be- 
ing infected by 
EF! and didn't 
plan on becom- 
ing a procre- 
ator. However, 
if someone has 
a kid anyway, 
the solution 
doesn't lie in 
condemnation . 

If the Rendez- 
vous was any 
indication, EF! 
is not a haven 
for brazen 
breeders. We 
can rest assured 
that, on the average, we have 
internally counteracted the 
dominant perspective paradigm. 
When pushed, we can also all 
individually rationalize our par- 
ticular impure behaviors, 
whether we're snipped or not. 
Maybe the answer resides in some 
middle ground of discouraging 
consumptive and procreative 


that much of parenting is selfish 
and self absorbed, leading to self 
righteous and defensive behav- 
ior. Jim and Catia share similar 
attack styles in the "your raft is 
made of petroleum" and "your 
kid will drive a car" types of argu- 
ments. However, neither can 
completely defend all facets of 
their own lifestyles. All of this 
leading to the conclusion that 
the answer lies somewhere else. 

There is a lot to be said for 
raising children within the tribe. 


excess while accepting a very lim- 
ited version of these activities. 
Excuse me now, I gotta go change 
a diaper. 

Love, 

— Fraser 

To the Editor, 

I still have every journal issue 
from my 14 year subscription. 
But I jettisoned the "Birth First" 
section of the Aug./Sept, issue (and 
almost, after reading it, my lunch) . 
I was horrified (and nauseated) at 


the blatant justification and pro- 
motion to further increase the 
already metastasizing human 
population on this over bloated, 
besieged, dying planet. Overpopu- 
lation is the root cause of all Earth's 
problems. Reduce humans to a 
fraction of a percent of their 
present malignant proportions 
and all the pollution, deforesta- 
tion, and destruction they could 
throw at it would hardly phase 
the regenerative power of this 
planetary system. As it is, all con- 
servation and preservation efforts 
are worthless in the face of the 
unrelenting onslaught of human 
reproduction. 

Les U. Knight: “The intentional 
creation of one more of us by any 
couple anywhere can't be justified 
in the light of the tens of thousands 
of children who die from malnutri- 
tion each day and considering the 
millions of species going extinct as a 
result of spilling oil in Alaska and 
causing environmental destruction. " 

"No compromise" is Earth 
Firstl's battle cry. The view es- 
poused by " Birth First" is far worse 
than compromise. "Birth First" 
means "Earth Last." 

Those who protest the hypoc- 
risy of environmentalists driving 
cars must admit the difficulty of 
living in this country without 
doing so. But where is the diffi- 
culty in living without children? 
There is no excuse or justifica- 
tion for such a heinous act against 
this planet and its dwindling spe- 
cies who are being shoved into 
extinction. For those who want 
to mother a human, adoption is 
a responsible and considerate 
choice, giving a place to an al- 
ready existing human, instead of 
creating a human for 
which there is no place. 

LOVE YOUR MOTHER. 
DON'T BECOME ONE. 
—Joanne Cockerill 

Hey! 

I work with kids. Kids 
like to ask what your "fa- 
vorite..." is. Can be color, 
music, etc. but the one I 
have fun with is "What's 
your favorite animal?" 

1 have to smile, "Well, 
I'm ashamed to admit it 
but my favorite animal is 
human beings." Usually 
we have to argue about 
that for a while and they'll pin 
me down to liking a few other 
species as well but not before I've 
made my point. 

I wish grownups were as easy 
to clue in. 

The last two issues (late sum- 
mer and fall) have brought out a 
lot of reaction but to me the weird- 
est came from the person who not 
only likes our species but believes 
us the crown of creation. ????? 
Why? I like my own species be- 
cause we're one of the weirdest 
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and most versatile. Far from be- 
ing highly evolved, we're way 
under evolved which is why we 
live successfully in most Earthly 
environments and can success- 
fully subsist from Nature’s larder 
on a wide range of food-stuffs. But 
we ain't the "crown of creations.” 
We are les enf antes terrible... Avery 
young and immature species, 
bringing down the house we live 
in and in a fair way of not surviv- 
ing to "grow up." 

No human being can replace 
another species in the ecology 
of the world. You couldn't be 
an effective fox — could not re- 
place the niche of the harp seal, 
the hawk or the mouse. And 
what human, ever, is as mean- 
ingful to "creation" as a tree? 
Or that lowly plant, plankton. 
No way. We may be interesting 
but we're too young to be use- 
ful. On the other side of the 
fence are those who believe 
we're such bad children that we 
should be put in a bag and 
dropped off a bridge (meta- 
phorically and by intent). 

I believe we're a species like 
any other on Earth. There's a 
reason we exist and I don't be- 
lieve we are, necessarily, the 
"natural" equivalent of bubonic 
plague. We're obviously way off 
the track we're meant to be on — 
that we, the spoiled brats of the 
cosmos, have the interactive 
and synthetic potential to live 
creatively, successfully and hap- 
pily as an integral part of the 
biosphere. 

In August-September issue is 
a windy diatribe by Lynn Jacobs 
with a rebuttal by Dennis 
Martinez. What I perceive is the 
dichotomy of humans who be- 
lieve themselves separate from 
other life on Earth and humans 
who believe themselves inter- 
active parts of the life of Earth. 
In a given ecology all life inter- 
acts and is sensitive to each 
other's existence. When hu- 
mans pop themselves into a 
biome and regard themselves as 
aliens and treat the indigenous 
as non-beings, we inevitably 
harm our relatives (the plants 
and other animal species). 
When we perceive ourselves as 
part of the biome and interact 
courteously, the biome is 
healthier. True, in a biome lack- 
ing humans, the intertwining 
lives of those living there have 
no problem being healthy with- 
out humans. No problem. But 
when we are within a biome, if 
we do not treat other lives cour- 
teously and reciprocally, we are 
a factor for creating illness in 
the life of the land. 

It is because our species needs 
to grow up (fast, I hope) that 
conscious environmentalists 
should be supported in birthing 
at least some children to grow up 
in a new way with eyes open to 
the possibility. Simply siphon- 
ing off the disgruntled children 
of the middle class is not good 
enough. We have to recreate our 
species. Hang in there. 

A Grandmother for the Wild, 
— Penny 


Yo SFB, 

After reading all the responses 
to Birth First as a mother and an 
activist I just had to respond. It 
never ceases to amaze me how 
otherwise intelligent, open- 
minded individuals can totally 
lose it over kids. I just about 
choked over the whole bit about 
how "activists make good par- 
ents but parents don't make 
good activists." Since becom- 




building A building is a thing 
that has been put together with 
I many pieces according to a plan. 
Your tree house may look pretty 
bad, but it is a building. 


. 

■ 


ing a parent my activism has 
actually increased. I did go 
through a period of being 
uninvolved but that had every- 
thing to do with a chronic ill- 
ness and not my status as a 
parent. Meagan, Stan and I were 


Dear Rabid Ewok Eco-Warriors, 
I'm an Earth Firstler who has 
been reading the Journal for a 
year or two, and after some 
thought I've decided to write 
you guys a letter. You're doing a 
great job of talking about some 


Let me quote an EF! primer which 
was just reprinted in the Mabon 
1998 issue: "All natural things 
have intrinsic value, inherent 
worth." So even us messed-up 
little human monkeys have in- 
herent worth. You can revolt 


at her first protest when she was 
only two days old. The core of 
the Bison Action Group that 
caused such a stir in Montana 
in 1996/97 was our little fam- 
ily. Actually Meagan, at seven, 
is probably twice the activist 
than many older, childless ac- 
tivists are. 

Next the issues of reproduc- 
tive choices. I believe the repro- 
duction is a choice and that 
means a choice to reproduce as 
well as not to reproduce. 1 ques- 
tion members of this movement 
that so freely embrace our gov- 
ernments' willingness to steril- 
ize us. I believe that anything 
our government does for free is 
suspect. If Y2K does go down 
our tribe will be short lived if 
the sterile caucus has their way. 
I understand the population 
bomb issue but we are not talk- 
ing about folks who have 8 or 
10 kids, not even 3 or 4 but 1 or 
2. 1 dare say that our family of 3 
consumes less than many out- 
door recreation junkies. Also 
Meagan's relatives don't buy her 
a bunch of plastic junk and until 
our bus burned we were still 
using some of Meagan’s diapers 
as dish cloths. Oh, to all you 
people who chant "adopt, 
adopt..." Now that is the 
consumeristic choice. In order 
for any agency to allow you to 
adopt you had better at least 
make appearances of being a 
Good American Consumer and 
you'd better not have too much 
of a activist record. 

One last thing. To all you folks 
who sacrificed their reproduc- 
tive organs to Mother Earth. Bad 
news, the Earth isn't some weird 
guilt tripping Judeo-Christian 
entity that will smile upon your 
great sacrifice. If you choose to 
maim your body or simply 
choose not to reproduce don't 
blame the planet for it, take re- 
sponsibility for your choices 
yourself. Mama Earth obviously 
loves life and birth and growing 
things, just look around you. 
But the Earth holds one thing 
more dear than life and that is 
balance. I agree that having 10 
kids isn't balanced but declaring 
that all lovers of the Earth should 
remain more barren than an 
overgrazed, clearcut rainforest is 
even more absurd. 

— Delyla Wilson 

PS — No comments in this let- 
ter are directed at any one per- 
son per the Journal collective 
demands. 


of the issues I'm involved in (or 
would like to be), and you've 
got people who know a hell of a 
lot more about these issues than 
I do, so I figured I'd write about 
something that I think I have 
some much needed input on — 
misanthropy. It seems like mis- 
anthropy is seen as a cool hard- 


core EF! stance for a lot of 
people. After all, it is people 
that are leveling whole ecosys- 
tems, so we should strike out at 
the root of the problem, that 
destructive Homo Sapiens spe- 
cies... right? 

Wrong. That's exactly the kind 
of anthropocentric, anti-life 
rhetoric that a deep ecologist 
has to strike out at. The human 
race is not some destructive, un- 
natural abstraction standing 
above Nature that must be 
"stopped." We're basically a 
bunch of monkeys who have 
become alienated from our- 
selves, each other, and our 
Mother — and I never heard of 
anyone healing alienation by 
telling people that their whole 
species is evil! 

Earth First!, as far as I know, is 
about the only massive deep 
ecology activist movement out 
there. Do we really want to 
broadcast the contradictory mes- 
sage to the world that deep ecol- 
ogy equals hatred of human life? 


against the government, the 
multinational corporations, 
capitalism, consumerism, mate- 
rialism, overpopulation, and all 
the things in society that are 
messed up. And please, please 
DO revolt!!! 

You can struggle for the down- 
fall of the institutions that are 


savagely destroying our beauti- 
ful world, and I'll be right there 
beside you. But if you hate hu- 
manity, you'd better take a long 
hard look at your hatred. Ask 
yourself what good it does to 
curse the darkness when you 
could light a torch. Instead of 
cursing humanity, why not just 
be content to educate and en- 
lighten them through your ac- 
tivism? It doesn't let you vent as 
much anger, but it's much more 
productive and much more in 
keeping with deep ecology. 

— Justin O'Neil 

Dear SFB, 

Much thanks to all the Casca- 
dia Warriors — red & white, male 
& female, younger & older, 
single & married; gay, bi, & 
hetero; Earthmoms, midwives, 
misanthropes, & monkey- 
wrenchers — for helping me to 
finally attain a much needed 
vasectomy. Earth First!... with- 
out judgement calls. 

— The Radical Weatherman 

November- 


Dear Earth First! Journal, 

I'd like to thank Dave Harper 
and Bradley Angel for the work 
they contributed in the Ward 
Valley campaign, where — de- 
spite Governor Wilson's viru- 
lent advocacy that the dump 
must go in — so far Mojave land 
has remained undesecrated. 
What an amazing victory for 
EVERYONE involved with the 
occupation, for the tortoise, for 
the integrity of the desert and 
for the people. 

I was sad that work and fam- 
ily obligations meant I did not 
attend the actual occupation. 
Yet, my best hopes for respect- 
ful organizing, resisting the rac- 
ism for which our movement is 
infamous, apparently were re- 
alized. Amazingly the Mojave 
felt okay about the alliance and 
were NOT offended — in all my 
work amongst Native Ameri- 
cans, successful alliance is a 
thing to celebrate. 

In contrast, at Headwaters, key 
organizers as late as last October 
refused to meet with the Wiyot, 
ancestral people of that land. 
Twelve tribes came to celebrate 
the only Indian owned park in 
the US and the EF! office in Eu- 
reka would not allow us to use 
the phone to help environmen- 
talist celebrate with the people. 

We have a long ways to go. 

— A member of the 7th generation 

AFFINITY GROUP FROM SCOTIA PEPPER 
SPRAY, BORN IRISH-COMANCHE 

Dear Friends, 

On October 4, 1998, Claude 
the Wonder Cat cashed in his 
ninth life. The cause of death is 
unknown. 

Many of you knew Claude as 
my traveling companion. Claude 
was paralyzed from the waist 
down (if a cat had a waist) as a 
result of a kittenhood accident. 
While he required a little extra 
care, he possessed a fighting spirit 
that made him anything but a 
pitiful creature. Some of you have 
scars to prove it. 

He was arguably America's 
most well traveled feline at al- 
most a half a million miles. He 
survived many an Earth First! 
style roadshow as well as every 
Round River Rendezvous since 
'91. Bonesteel Films immortal- 
ized him in the 1995 video docu- 
mentary "Travels with Claude." 

It is fitting that he died in the 
shotgun seat of my truck where 
he spent so much of his time. 
And it is equally fitting that he 
spent his last night in a national 
forest. His body is laid to rest in 
the Hoosier National Forest near 
his last "home," laid out in the 
open for the worms, coyotes and 
carrion fowl. 

Thank you for your kindness 
and understanding you all have 
shown down through the years. 
Dealing with Claude's situation 
was always a challenge and could 
have only been possible with your 
help. Someday I will look back 
and see what a bizarre situation 
this has been, I've been squeez- 
ing a cat's bladder three times a 
day for nine and a half years 
almost without a break. To do 
otherwise never made any sense 
to me. And we did this while 
traveling around the country 
hanging out with people who are 
making history. 

Today somewhere Claude runs 
on all fours as the wild creature 
that cats once were, through a 
wilderness that we can only 
dream about. 

Big hugs across the continent, 
— Robert Hoyt 
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McCarthy’s Last Stand 


by Scott Stouder 

McCarthyism in America isn't dead, it has simply 
shifted its focus to environmentalism. 

That's the message in Todd Wilkinson's new 
book, Science Under Siege — The Politician's War on 
Nature and Truth. 

Wilkinson says political and institutionalized ef- 
forts toward scientific spin-doctoring of environ- 
mental truth take place to- 
day via a ruthless fanaticism 
that obfuscates the message 
by destroying the messenger. 

"Politics... have become 
the cultural filter through 
which [environmental] truth 
flows," Wilkinson says. "A 
campaign of stifling attacks 
on the essence of scientific 
truth is present and thriving 
both within the ranks of the 
federal government and 
within the ranks of natural 
resource agencies." 

Science Under Siege is a long 
overdue story of "whistle- 
blowers" and "combat biolo- 
gists" who have challenged 
the union of "Good 'Ol Boy" 
agency employees and poli- 
ticians joined at the hip with 
industry. 

Every chapter is the story of 
an employee or biologist as- 
signed to seek scientific truth 
that, once documented, is sup- 
pressed, attacked or discred- 
ited by the very agency that 
assigned it. 

When he first began re- 
searching the book, 

Wilkinson admits he was 
skeptical about agency whistleblowers. But he 
changed his mind when initial inquiries resulted in 
insinuations of reprisal from both industry and 
government. If institutions could threaten him "for 
merely writing," he wondered what they were actu- 
ally doing to people such as: 

Bear biologist David Mattson, whose research for 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service clearly demon- 
strates the perils of delisting grizzlies; David Ross, an 
herpetologist whose research on frogs threatens 
fortunes from the exploding real estate speculation 
and development market in Utah; A1 Espinosa, an 
Idaho fisheries biologist whose research on cut- 
throat and bull trout blocks the clearcut path of 
powerful timber interests. 

Wilkinson tells the stories of conscientious agency 
biologists and public servants who take seriously 


their public duties to protect the environment but 
are intimidated, ostracized and discredited for their 
efforts. In doing so, he uncovers a natural crisis 
augmented by institutional dogma that few Ameri- 
cans see, but many sense. Nobody epitomizes that 
crisis more than Jeff DeBonis, who in the late 1980s, 
stepped from the closed ranks of the Forest Service 
and founded Forest Service Employees for Environ- 
mental Ethics (FSEEE), a nonprofit organization that 

protects employees 
who report agency 
transgressions. 

After 12 years of 
working as a tim- 
ber sale planner 
and viewing land- 
scape destruction 
caused by decades 
of clearcutting, 
road building and 
unsustainable tim- 
ber cutting (and af- 
ter repeated urging 
by superiors to al- 
ter environmental 
documents), 
Debonis had to ad- 
mit he was no 
longer working for 
an agency of forest- 
ers, but an agency 
of de-foresters. 

"That's when I re- 
alized the system 
didn't work, " he said. 
"The agency will only 
do the right thing if 
it's challenged in 
court or believes it 
will be exposed." 

Wilkinson pulls no 
punches. The 350- 
page book echoes with names. He points to Northwest 
politicians in particular who continually attempt to 
circumvent science and twist federal laws to cut more 
trees. He says politicians like Frank Murkowski and 
Don Young from Alaska and Larry Craig and Helen 
Chenoweth from Idaho, "have fostered an environ- 
ment of lawlessness" by ordering the Forest Service to 
continue cutting even when and where the best 
science reveals destruction of species and ecosystems. 

Wilkinson accuses these wise-use strategists of rhe- 
torically blending ecology and economy in a redefini- 
tion of ecosystems designed more to enrich developers 
and industry than wildlife and nature. In Utah, he 
points to this new order of politically defined ecosys- 
tem truth as a direct result of a cozy relationship 
between wildlife agencies, developers and a coalition 
of Western politicians called the "Cowboy Caucus." 


"What you don't understand," a biologist from 
Utah tells him, "is that rural politicians in this 
state believe it is still their duty to tame the 
frontier. Manifest Destiny didn't die at the turn of 
the century. It merely shifted from ranching to 
development, and woe to the environment caught 
in-between." 

Science Under Siege sends a clear message that most 
Americans would rather not hear: Our natural 
world — the same pure water, diverse wildlife, lush 
forests and fertile soil that lured us to this conti- 
nent — has been systematically destroyed within 
only a few decades. 

And today's political answer to that message is to 
shoot the messenger. 

Like Theo Colborn's Our Stolen Future and Rachel 
Carson's Silent Spring, Todd Wilkinson's Science 
Under Siege will take its place on the book shelf of 
the 20th century as one of the great wake-up calls 
regarding our natural world. But unlike Carson 
and Colborn, who uncovered hidden attacks against 
the structure of the natural world by deadly manu- 
factured toxics, Science Under Siege uncovers a hid- 
den attack against nature fueled by the heady 
toxics of politics, money and power. This is a 
critical book for anyone who cares about being 
involved with the future of truth and nature in the 
American West. 

Science Under Siege is available for $ 1 8 from Johnson 
Publishing Company, 1880 South 5 7th Court, Boul- 
der, Colorado; books@jpcolorado.com 

Reprinted from the Corvallis Gazette-Ti m es. 

[ Rosy Chamberpots 

by JIB Barnes 

From the first authoritative chord strummed 
on an acoustic guitar to the madrigal-esque 
subtlety of vocal harmonies, Rosebud's 
Thundermug Honeypot CD lets you know that 
your ears are in the hands of a master musician. 

The versatility of Rosebud's voice, which ranges 
from a sweet lilt to an impassioned growl, is 
surpassed only by the eclectic diversity of mu- 
sical influences. I'm not joking about the mad- | 
rigals. Inside the studio-polished clarity of this 
sound basket are many fruits, all from one tree 
of personal style. The cohesion of this CD 
comes from Rosebud's wit and clarity of vision. 

When someone says that a CD evinces care- 
ful studio work, I usually think of overdone 
strings and synthesizers. That is not the case 
here. Although balalaikas, telegraphs and ebos 
are played, there is a carefully wrought sparsity 
of sound that allows the clear direction of 
Rosebud's intent to come across. 

This woman is a cultural architect, working at 
remodeling the dominant paradigm by preach- 
ing to the choir about the meaning of the words 
they've been singing. The title track makes some 
poignant queries like, "Where do you think all 
your crap really goes/when you're done stuffing 
fluff in your/bottomless holes," while the song 
Ma Gore uses some unsettlingly interpreted 
nursery rhymes to address the errors we make in 
educating our children about the world. 

Every tune on the CD is ragingly political. 

But it is rescued from being one polemic after 
another by the delightful wit and the rather 
obscure enunciation style of the vocals. Read- 
ing the lyrics illuminates the double entendres 
created by occasional reworkings of language, 
such as "pharmaceutical kingdom com-panies." 

This CD is not for the complacent. I don't 
think I'd listen to it everyday for a week. It's 
angry, intelligent and beautiful but not ex- 
actly easy listening. There are switches in 
tenor that take a song from one movement to 
the next with surprising ease. You hardly 
notice that you've been taken from one genre 
to the next. This woman is a freak, as the 
punks and old hippies (you know, the ones 
who were not making a fashion choice) call 
themselves. 

To purchase the CD, send $12 to the Earth 
First! Journal. Please use the order form on 
page 33. 


r 


Super Heroes m ire Planet: A Cartoon Boon of Tree Protesting 


A 


by Ann Arcky 

Copse — A Cartoon Book of Tree Protesting, by Kate Evans 1998, 208 pages, 8x12 in. 

"This book is the subjective history, spoken history, a history of resistance and history in resistance. This 
book will infiltrate the British Library! This is the sucka m.c.'s who've spoken for us, who've mediated and 
twisted our words over the years... ideally this book would have as many authors as it does voices. No names 
on the cover, no names in the book. Stories arising out of nothing, like echoes from the underground." 

This excerpt from an introductory rant in Copse demands that the book be taken at face value as an 
authentic representation of the "road rage" counterculture in the UK. 

Copse is a gorgeous, coffee-table-sized book that zooms in on the dynamic anti-roads movement which 
began in 1992 and has borne such impressive tactics as tunneling and extensive tree village squats. "Cartoon 
Kate" Evans transcribed group conversations with 50 different activists about experiences at the Newbury 
Bypass, M-ll, M-65 and A-30 campaigns, plus Welsh anti-opencast mining protests, and wove them together 
with graphics, photos and her clever cartoon strip stories. The resulting pictorial history is lifelike and 
homespun, with a good dose of freakish fantasy thrown in. Most of the photos seem like they could be right 
out of a North American free state, complete with traverse lines, cement barrels on tree houses, log walls, and 
plenty of dreadlocks and piercings. The images are sure to make any eco-defender's heart pound with delight. 

A hodgepodge of how-to diagrams (ecofeminism, or how to piss in a harness), articles on the Criminal 
Justice Act, hairy eviction tales, photos, striking poetry, a hilarious glossary of terms and an amazing 
cartoon history of the Diggers' stand at St. George's Hill reflects the energetic and courageous 
spontaneity that has earned the spunky tree house pixies and tunneling trolls an honorable place in 
direct action history. 

To order Copse, make $15 checks out to Orange Dog Productions, POB 8959, London, N19 5HW, England-,, y 

. ■ • _ * _ : _ : , 



Page 28 Earth First! Samhain 










ARMED WITH VISIONS 


all nghts reserved to the authors 


mudslide curve 

Well I hopped into my pick-up 
and I jammed on up the road y’all 

To get out to the jobsite 

Stop the truck and grab the chainsaw 

When the coast was clear 
We had a beer 

Hell the harvest had been great 

But then the sky it darkened 
And opened like a gate 
Down came the rains of autumn 
The torrent couldn’t wait 
‘Cause 

Clearcuts Become Mudslide Curves! 

Well die wall of mud it hit me 
and my world began to tumble 

Mudslide Curve, Duck and Swerve 

As I surfed the wave of debris and 

My truck began to crumble 

Mudslide Curve, Duck and Swerve 

But t’was the irony that hit hardest 
With its awful crushing weight 
That I’m trapped in a mudslide 
That I have helped create 
Each tree I cut my coffin 
The rains just sealed my fate 
‘Cause 


Clearcuts Become Mudslide Curves! 

Well I begged him Jhonny 

no don’t go down that dark road 

Your eco-system’s gonna crash 

But he didn’t listen no 

Instead of going slow 

He sped up down the slippery pass 

SMASH! 

No No No No! 

Well first is was the Spotted Owl 
And now they say the Salmon 

Mudslide Curve, Duck and Swerve 

But they just wanna mess with me 
I know what they’re a scamming 

Mudslide Curve, Duck and Swerve 

But this is still my west 

Get yer homes out of the way 

And you wholesome white-bread families 

This is your darkest day 

For I’ve unleashed the killer mudslide 

And yer ass is in the way 

‘Cause 

Clearcuts Become Mudslide Curves! 
Slugthang 


CLEAR AS CUT GLASS 

& JUST AS DANGEROUS 


EVERYTHING IS BLEEDING 

Majestic Redwoods 

bleed shards onto the ground 
leaving behind scarred stumps 
a testimony to their wounds 
Where forests once ruled 
mud and slash and napalm 
left behind as their only eulogy 

A man’s pride swells 

as the latest giant smashes into the ground 
its thunderous crash 

the applause he will forever hear ringing in his ears 
It’s a conquest to him 

his chainsaw victory over the defenseless victims 
another trophy to decorate his imaginary wall 


Trucks and trains 

the hearses in this funeral parade 
where Ancient Elders lay 
stripped of their glory 
bare for all to witness their shame 

They line the highways 

red walls of permanent death 
It seems we’ve forgotten 
the meaning of respect 

I walk among the ruins 

the graveyards of all that’s past 
tears fall streaming down my face 
my aching so deep it threatens to overwhelm 


THE DEATH OF DAVID CHAIN 

Tom Brokaw got on TV 
And repeated the Big Lie 
See the mill all boarded up 
Hear the sympathetic sigh 
He summed it up succinctly 
With these vicious words 
It’s your paycheck or your planet 
The loggers or the birds” 

Pete Wilson and his freddies 
Were nowhere to be found 
They said “Big Timber is our business 
And to the dollar we are bound” 

Their absence was a message 
“We’ll turn a blinded eye 
Don’t expect us to give a damn 
If anyone should die” 

Charles Hurwitz told the people 
“The battle lines are drawn 
These eco-terrorists won’t stop 
‘Til all your jobs are gone” 

The PR team worked overtime 
To build up every wall 
“These bomb-throwers and tree-spikers 
Just want to kill you all” 

A man stood with a chainsaw 
Knowing only what he knew 
Every lesson that he learned 
Said it’s either me or you 
His saw lanced through the redwood 
Many hateful words were said 
And several seconds later 
David Chain was lying dead 

Some will call this man a killer 
Some will call this man a thug 
Some will cover it with lies 
And sweep it ‘neath the rug 
But from Oakland to Fortuna 
Sacramento to D.C. 

There is murder in the air 
And there are killers running free 

David Rovics 


I will rest my head on the moss 

in the secret place where the ladyslippers bloom, 

where the deer will bring me mushrooms, 

where the granite heart of the earth beats, 

where plant sway and needle drop 

are songs on a sweet wind, 

where love is what moves us all, 

held close to the warm earth, 

where we are at peace, at rest 

Gary Lawless X 





is 





A scream splits the grieving air 

I realize it’s my rage I hear 
my rage that I can’t ever have this forest back 
these trees are lost into eternity 

I fall to the ground 

laying my head to my Mother’s womb 
begging her forgiveness for the death of her childro 
my aching so deep 
it threatens to overwhelm 


Julia Butterfly 


Send poems to 
Warrior Poets Society 
ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley CA 94720-4510 
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Announcements • Announcements 


Global Survival and Indigenous 
Rights Gathering 


Melbourne Region , Australia , November 20-22 

Friends of the Earth-Australia (FoEA) is hosting this three-day gather- 
ing in solidarity with indigenous people and the Earth. The gathering 
will emphasize aboriginal land management and how nonindigenous 
people can work with respect to the decision-making structures of 
traditional landowners. 

The conference will be a combination of speakers, workshops and 
presentations all focusing on indigenous issues. For more information, 
contact FoEA at 312 Smith St., Collingwood, Australia; (61+3) 9419-8700; 
foefitzroy@peg. ape .org. 

Organizers want to hear from indigenous people who would wish to 
speak at or attend the conference. If you wish to speak, send a brief 
summary of your topics. 


Campus Democracy Convention/Teach-In 

November 5-9 University of Wisconsin-Madison 

The convention will serve as a major opportunity to advance campus 
organizing. It will be filled with students, workers and community organiz- 
ers who are connected by our common struggles for freedom from exploi- 
tation. We will gather in plenaries, caucuses, workshops and in the streets. 
We will determine how best to work in principled alliance with organiza- 
tions and movements that are already fighting oppression. We will return 
home and work to strengthen the democracy movement. 

To register, call (608) 265-4276. For background on Democracy Teach- 
Ins call (608) 262-9036; www.corporations.org/democracy 


ACTION ALERT!... ACTION ALERT!... ACTION ALERT! 

BIOREGIONAL THROWERS UNION 
PIE JOHN CAMPBELL PIE JOHN CAMBELL PIE JOHN CAMPBELL 
PIE JOHN CAMPBELL PIE JOHN CAMBELL PIE JOHN CAMPBELL 
PIE JOHN CAMPBELL PIE JOHN CAMBELL PIE JOHN CAMPBELL 
PIE JOHN CAMPBELL PIE JOHN CAMBELL PIE JOHN CAMPBELL 
PIE JOHN CAMPBELL PIE JOHN CAMBELL PIE JOHN CAMPBELL 
Bioregional Throwers Union 

will reward all who pie Pacific Lumber president John Campbell 
with the pie of their choice at the 1999 RRR! 



A pamphlet on biotechnology now available: 

Genetic Engineering and The Threat to Life 

As you read this, the world's food market 
is being flooded with genetically engineered 
organisms in a twisted and insufficiently 
researched experiment in which we are all 
guinea pigs. This technology crosses genes 
between unrelated species and breaks all 
previous biological boundariesi for example, geneticists have 
crossed tomatoes with deep sea fish genes to prevent them 
from freezing). This 16 page pamphlet covers many of the 
potentially catastrophic implications of biotechnology: 

$ risks to the earth and her creatures 
$ health and well-being of humans 
$ global dependence biotech corporations 
$ corporate censorship of public backlash 
Bio-engineering can also be used for cloning, selecting genes 
that we pass onto our children, tampering with the genes 
that make us age, and any other way we 'decide to alter 
nature's beautiful designs. ..let's hear it for the brave new 
world! 

Send us your name and address for a copy! Please include«a 
stamp (or a donation), but we'll send one either way! Send to: 

Sonoma County Earth First!/ Biotech Last! 
P.O. Box # 3 3 2 1 M 

Santa Rosa, CA 9 5 4 0 2 * 




Jabiluka Video 
Now Available 

Keith Armstrong of Queensland 
Jabiluka Action Group recently an- 
nounced his latest film, "Interstate 
Ferals for the Planet — Three Weeks 
at the Jabiluka Blockade." The half- 
hour video aims to show what life 
at the blockade is like and encour- 
ages people to become active with 
the campaign. It uses a range of 
historic footage portraying some of 
the major worldwide incidents of 
nuclear contamination and disas- 
ter. Jabiluka sits in Australia's 
Kakadu, a World Heritage Site 
The video is available for $15 
per copy. If you are interested 
please send an email to 
k.armstrong@qut.edu.au, or write 
to Keith at 18 Agars St, Rosalie 
Qld, 4064; 07 3876 2304 or 0412 
749 729. 


Dear street reclaimers and assorted revolutionaries, 

Yes it's us again pleading for you to send us some material for the Reclaim the 
Streets book/agitprop now provisionally entitled "Who Are These Lunatics? 
The Pleasures and Politics of Reclaim the Streets." The book will not have an 
academic or historical tone but will be a very alive piece of propaganda for the 
RTS movement. So we (London RTS) are still looking for contributions from 
non-UK groups. Do you have any superb photographs of your street parties or 
press cuttings or anything else that could be part of a book? (We will return all 
material sent to us.) If you have anything please send it to us, and we will send 
you free copies of the book. The submission deadline is Dec. 1, 1998, but please 
send stuff ASAP. Send material to: JJ, RTS Book, 75 Kitto Rd., Telegraph Hill, 
London SE12 5TN; rts@gn.apc.org or artactivism@gn.apc.org. 


the Depavers 

ECG-ROCK YOU, 

"Have a Global Warming Day' 1 
-tide cut as heard on NPR. 
Featuring Jan and Spring 
Lundberg on vocals. Gettheir 
1 3-song first album, 
oncassette for $1 2, from 
Alliance for a Paving Moratorium 
P.O. Box 4347, Areata, 
Humboldt, Calif. 9551 B USA 


Earth Sensitive 
Products 

Be independent. Work for yourself. 
Hated #1 home-based business. 
Focus on health and environ- 
ment. NO INVENTORY, NO DELIVERIES. 

Unlimited income potential. 
(800) 293-2741 ext. 8202 


I i* Pi 

, v TCHK«Nl»'. 

RESISTANCE, SABOTAGE AND MUSIC, a two hour video documentary 
(NTSC) about the history ol resistance to industrial capitalism, focusing 
on Earth hirst, the IWW (wobblies), and the Luddites. Features interviews 
with Judi Bari. Howard Zinn. loggers, wobblies, and many more. Compares 
cultures ol resistance, their arts and music, and their tactics. Includes quite 
a bit ol vintage footage, as well as current action footage from demonstrations. 

$ 15.00 

jTCHKUNG! vs. THE STATE, a one hour video documentary (NTSC), 
it follows the heartwarming relationship between an anarchist performance 
collective and their local police and fire depts. Exploding dumpters, parades, 

. clowns, call talcs, and a lot ol good show performance footage. 
$15.00 


not cops, 


jTCHKUNG! "POST WORLD HANDBOOK”, a compact disk recording 
with propaganda booklet, it is lull length and features such tracks “Gearcut- 
Spike” “Feral” “Truckscop”, and more. Family Fun! 

$13.00 


All prices in United States Imperial Dollars 
Please send check or money order 
Plus $2.00 shippng to 
jTCHKUNG! Media Product 
1 122 E. Pike, Suite 949 
Seattle, WA. 98122 USA 


I 
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Announcements • Announcements 


JNTFRNA TfONA l FAPTH WIGHT 

“ The halloween Smash ” October 31 -November 7 

It's that wonderful time of year again, are destroying this planet a hundred 
when the Earth Liberation times worse. No matter the tar- 

Front (ELF) calls for its an- YmO'yjuwt g e t, use the night construc- 
nual International Earth tively. We also ask this 

Nights, the chance for Earth Night to be espe- 

all radical groups, be 1 | dally a time of solidarity 

they Earth Liberation, with the Zapatistas who 

Animal Liberation, are presently being 

anti-nuclear, indig- forced off their land by 

enous land rights, W<j C^W the Mexican govern- 

women's, anti-fascist or ment. One Earth, one 

revolutionary, to take the chance to save it. (As al- 

opportunity of uniting, mak- ways, we call for no loss of life, 

ing the damage done to those who only property. 

Job Opening *Job Opening *Job Opening 

The Ecology Center, Inc. seeks a qualified individual to fill the position of 
ecosystem defense coordinator. The Ecology Center is a regional nonprofit, 
public-interest conservation organization based in Missoula, Montana. Ecol- 
ogy. Center staff works to ensure protection of biological diversity and ecosys- 
tem integrity in the Wild Rockies bioregion, to assure agency conformance to 
environmental legislation and to increase citizen participation in public lands 
management. 

This three-fourths to full-time position provides the opportunity to work 
with other self-motivated environmental activists within a professional conser- 
vation organization established in 1988. 

Applicants must have most of the following qualifications: 

• Experience with natural resource and land management issues 

• Working knowledge of environmental laws such as the National Environmen- 
tal Policy Act, National Forest Management Act, Endangered Species Act, Clean 
Water Act, Freedom of Information Act, etc. 

• College degree or experience in scientific field, including familiarity with 
scientific methodology 

• Ability to be flexible, scheduling weekly and monthly activities to maximize 
efficient use of time 

• Excellent written and oral expression skills 

Salary dependent upon levels of experience, education and other qualifica- 
tions. The Ecology Center welcomes creative inquiries about flex time, job- 
sharing and other innovative working arrangements. 

Send resume, two professional references, and letter of application (email 
applications accepted) to: Jeff Juel, The Ecology Center, 801 Sherwood Street, 
Suite B, Missoula, Montana 59802; (406) 728-5733; jeffjuel@wildrockies.org. 



CONCERNED^/ 
SINGLES jQ, 
NEWSLETTER 


\ 


links compatible, 
socially conscious 
singles who care 
about the earth, 
the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide • All ages • Since 1984 

Free Sample: Write Box 444-EF, 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242; 
call (413) 445-6309; 

or browse http://www.concemedeingle8.com 


LIVE RENT-FREE, WORLDWIDE j 



The Caretaker Gazette is for 
those who would like to live rent- 
free and caretake properties 
worldwide. Published since 1983, 
subscribers receive 600+ property 
caretaking opportunities each year. 
Subscriptions are only $27/year. The 
Caretaker Gazette, Box 5887-EF, 
Carefree, AZ 85377.(602) 488-1970. 
www.angelfire.com/wa/caretaker 



brings it all together... 


For 25 yrs Alternatives 
has brought together 
community activists, 
and researchers to 
discuss environmental 
issues with all their 
social, political and economic components. 

Subscribe today! 

Please send your name, address, with a cheque to: 
Alternatives Journal, da Environmental Studies 
II. of Waterloo, Waterloo, ON, Can,, N2L 3G1 
Call (519) 888-4545 to order by credit card 
/ year foreign $34 (US) 


Order Your 1999 
Slingshot Organizer! 


A pocket- 
sized day 
planner 
featuring 
radical his- 
torical dates 
for every day 
of the year! 

Send $5 for one (5 or more $3 
each) to Slingshot Collective, 
3 1 24 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, 
CA 94705 




Subscribe to the EF! Journal 

It's time to subscribe to 
the Earth First! Journal, the 
only publication that 
dares to dive into frontlines, 
no compromise environ- 
mentalism. A one year, two 
year or even life time sub- 
scription makes a great holi- 
day gift. Use the sub form on 
page 34 and get readin'. 



Know Your Neighborhood 

Polluter 

Type in your zip code in the Environ- 
mental Defense Fund's new Chemical 
Scorecard Website (www.scorecard.org) 
and hit enter. When a map of local 
manufacturers appears, you can click 
on one and find out what chemicals it 
emits, how it ranks and what health 
effects there are. The Website lets you 
send faxes to the top-ranking polluters 
in your area and lists local environ- 
mental organizations. 


Biocentric anarchists, 

TROUBLE MAKERS, LUDDITES, 
PR1MITIV1STS, BIOCENTRIC 
PHILOSOPHERS AND DEVIANTS! 


There is a new biocentric anarchist 
quarterly coming out called FERAL 
dedicated to expanding biocentric 
theory and practice. This is for every- 
one who believes in wildness, freedom, 
wilderness and animal defense or any- 
one who is into independent thought, 
pushing the boundaries of creative dia- 
logue. The first issue will be released 
winter of 1998. We are presently ask- 
ing for submissions, donations, con- 
tacts and help with distribution. Please 
contact us for a mission statement, 
submission requirements, merchan- 
dise list or deadlines and themes for 
future issues. 

Send requests and donations to 
FERAL, 530 Divisadero, Suite 321, 
San Francisco, CA 94117; 
highwater@hotmail.com. 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

Use the form on page 34 


: ( i 


the Nuclear 
Resisted 


information about 
& support for 
imprisoned 
anti-nuclear & 
anti-war activists 



• Action reports & future actions * 
Prisoner support info • International 
resistance news • Writings from jail • 
A network for nonviolent direct action! 


$ 15/year 

(US$20 Canada, US$25 overseas) 

ASK FOR A FREE SAMPLE ISSUE 


POB 43383, Tucson, AZ 85733 USA 
nukeresister@igc.org 


Fantastic 
Phone Savings! 


from 


Long Distance 

Affinity Long Distance 
guarantees a rate reduction 
on your phone bill. Plus, 
Affinity will give 5% of your 
bill to the EF! Journal; 
a gift that keeps on giving. 
To sign up, contact Steve at 
Affinity, 2631 Regent St., 
Berkeley, CA 94704-3314 
(510) 644-2778 
ORG# 6710500-000 • REP# 141-0142-85 



Who Says You Can’t 
Change the World? 

Check out E/The Environmental Magazine and learn 
how you can make a difference in your world! 

W hether you want to simply “green up” your own personal life- 
style — or join in efforts to clean up oceans, save wildlife, or 
■ eliminate pesticides from our food — E will inform and inspire you 
6 times per year! 

E covers the “big” issues, like global warming, the state of our oceans, and the 
impacts of growing population — all with contact information so you can plug into 
efforts to turn the tide. PLUS, E’ s “Green Living” departments will provide you 
with loads of information and ideas for living more in harmony with the Earth. 

“Where have I been to miss such an outstanding publication?” 

— Dean Whitehead, West Hollywood, CA 


SEND FOR A FREE TRIAL ISSUE TODAY! 


lefYES! 


Send me my FREE 
I ZJ • trial issue of E/The 

Environmental Magazine. If I like it, I can 
| subscribe for one year (6 issues) lor only 
_ $19.95. If not. I'll just return the subscription 
I invoice marked “cancel” and return it to you. 

I The FREE issue is mine to keep with no cost 
or obligation to me. 


CITY. STATE. ZIP 


AS9830 


E Magazine, P.O. Box 2047, Marion, OH 43305 

For Faster Service Call 1-800-967-6572! 
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the Season for Earth First! Gear 


T-SHIRTS 

(All t-shirts are 100 percent cotton and 
available in medium, large and extra 
large. For XXL add an additional $3.) 

Eagle 

Black on Unbleached— $12 

Earth First! Fist 

Green Fist on Unbleached — $12 
Black Fist on Kelly or Willow Green — $12 
Multi-color on Black or Forest Green — $15 
Green Fist w/ White lettering on Black— $12 


Coming soon ... Coming soon 

Get ready for out eight page, full 
color merchandise catalog soon to 
be available to fulfill all your shop- 
ping desires. With any luck, it 
should be available next issue. 


MORE T-SHIRTS 

“ The Cow that Ate the West” 

Black on Cream — large only $10! 



Earth First! Tools 

Black Tools on Unbleached — $12 
Black Tools on Blue or Tan — small only $6! 



No Fucking Compromise 

White on Black — $12 



Visualize Direct Action 

Black and White on Unbleached— $12 


Arm & Wrench 

Multi-color on Yellow/Gold — $15 




• 100% Hemp Wallets • 

Tan w/Black & Green Fist and Black Lettering 
specify wording “Greed Kills” or “Earth First!” — only $10! 


Fist Patch 

Quality 3-inch patches for 
your daypack, jacket or butt 
Earth First! Fist — $3 

Rubber Stamps 

Sturdy wood-block stamps 
made from unfinished scrap 
Earth First! Fist — $5 
Earth First! Tools — $5 


NEW • NEW • NEW 

100% Hemp Cap 

Tan w/Black & Green 
embroidered fist — $14 

Fist Caps 

(100% cotton, adjustable) 
Desert Camo — $12 
Brown Forest Camo — $12 


Silent Agitators 

Little 1.5-inch stickers good 
for your bike or your bulldozer 
Earth First! Fist — 30/$2 
Earth First! Tools — 30/$2 
No Deal, Assholes — 30/$2 

Window Stickers 

3-inch stickers for high visability 
EF! Fist4/$1 • Anti-GrazingS/$l 


NEW BOOK 

EF! Campfire Poems 


Edited by 
Dennis 
Fritzinger, 
Karen Coulter 
and Dwight 
Metzger 


A cruise through 
Earth First! history, 
these 200+ pages 
of poems will surely 
inspire you — $12 



Anarchist Farm 

By Jane Doe. Fiction, 192 pages — $10 

Concrete: Think Like a Mountain 

By Paul Chadwick 

A full-color illustrated novel about a group of EFIers 
who contact Concrete (a mountaineer/writer trapped in 
a concrete body) to help with an old-growth campaign. 

A 6-issue comic book series compiled into a book 
about EF! history and philosophy. 160 pages — $17 

Desert Solitaire 

A Season in the Wilderness 

By Edward Abbey. Nonfiction, 295 pages — $6 

Earth First! Songbook 

77 songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info — $10 

ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood. Extensively 
revised, expanded third edition, 350 pages — $18 

Ecological Resistance Movements: 
The Global Emergence of Radical and 
Popular Environmentalism 

Edited by Bron Taylor. 422 pages — $20 

The End of Nature 

By Bill McKibben. 226 pages — $12 

Green Rage 

Radical Environmentalism and the 
Unmaking of Civilization 

By Christopher Manes. 291 pages — $15 

Grizzly Years 

In Search of the American Wilderness 

By Doug Peacock. Photos, 375 pages — $13 

The Monkeywrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey. Fiction, 387 pages — $7 

Refuge 

An Unnatural History of Family and Place 

By Terry Tempest Williams. 304 pages — $12 

A Sand County Almanac 
with Essays on Conservation from 
Round River 

By Aldo Leopold. Special edition, 295 pages — $10 

Think Like a Mountain 

Towards a Council of All Beings 

By John Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming, Arne 
Naess. Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. 128 pages— $10 

Waste of the West 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs. Encyclopedic overview of grazing. 
Contact list, statistics, over 1,000 photos, car- 
toons, graphics, charts, maps. Large paperback, 
602 pages — $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke. Ned Ludd Books, 240 pages — $15 
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Sounds to Warm the Soul 

All music and merchandise prices include shipping, handling and royalties 



If A Tree Falls 

Benefit album about saving 
the forest co-produced by 
EFler Darryl Cherney, featur- 
ing John Trudell, Zero, Robert 
Hoyt, Joanne Rand, Bruce 
Cockburn, Hank Williams, Jr., 
Buffy Sainte-Marie, Dan 
Fogelberg, Jello Biafra and 
Mojo Nixon, The Tinklers, 
Alice Di Micele, The Wyrd 
Sisters, Ferron and Rumors of 
the Big Wave! 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Keep It Wild! 

14 songs from seven favorite 
EF! musicians: Darryl Cherney, 
Alice Di Micele, Robert Hoyt, 
Dana Lyons, Casey Neill, Peg 
Millett and Joanne Rand. 
Designed by EFIers and pack- 
aged in recycled pulp with 
vegetable ink. What more 
could ya want? 

"Keep It Wild!" The Beaver Song, 
Flaming Arrows, Live Like a Prayer, 
Remember Me, Earth First!, 
Radiation on My Windshield, 
Defend the Earth, TV God, 

Dancing on the Ruins 

• ON SALE! • 
TAPE— $9* CD— $14 

Darryl Cherney 

No one can create a campaign 
song as fast as Darryl. He's a 
campfire favorite. 

"Timber" Who Bombed Judi 
Bari?, Arizona Power Lines, Earth 
Flight Action, Which Side Are 
You On? TAPE— $12 
"They Sure Don't Make 
Hippies Like They Used To!" 
Free the Dead, Spike a Tree For 
Jesus, We're All Dead Ducks, 

Xerox the Money TAPE — $12 
"I Had to Be Bom This 
Century" Earth First!, It's 
CAMP, Ballad of the BLM 
TAPE— $12 

Timothy Hull 

An uplifting travelogue of 
environmental activism, 
Timothy's music invokes the 
spirit of the wild. 

"Brightness of Brightness" 
Brightest Angel, Twilight Songs, 
Tough Reckoning, No Destinations, 
My Shirt CD— $17 
"Dragons on the Road" 

TAPE— $12 


Alice Di Micele 

Alice is arguably the 
Northwest's most talented 
singer/songwriter. Her voice and 
lyrics cut straight to your heart. 
"Naked" Trouble in Mind, Make 
it Last, The TV Song, Out of 
Control, Pretty Blue 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Searching" Defend the Earth, 
Land of Broken Promises, Lift Us Up 
TAPE— $12 -.CD— $17 
"Too Controversial" American 
Dream, I Won't Say Good-bye, 
Everybody Needs to be Free 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"It's a Miracle" All or Nothing, 
Not for Sale, The God in You, 
First Snow, The Beaver Song 
TAPE— $12 

"Make a Change" Let it Rain, 
Wise Old Woman, Dismantle, 
Leonard Peltier, In a Gentle Way 
TAPE— $12 

"Circle of Women" (with 
Windsong, Ellouise Burrell, Shelly 
Phillips, Freyda Epstein and Tina 
Malia) Ancient and contemporary 
songs and chants. Earth My Body, 
Circle Round For Freedom, Mother 
I Feel You, Down By The Riverside 
CD— $17 

EXIT- 13 

Green grindcore. Extreme 
noise that advocates monkey- 
wrenching, vegetarianism, 
resistance and hemp. 

"Don't Spare the Green Love" 
Spare the Wrench Surrender the 
Earth, My Mind's Mine, Gaia 
CD— $12 

"Ethos Music" Earth First!, 
Only Protest Gives a Hope of Life, 
Reevaluate Life!, Disemboweling 
Party CD — $12 

Robert Hoyt 

Robert's constant touring 
schedule allows him to wow 
audiences across the country 
with his virtuoso guitar playing 
and homegrown lyrics. 
"Dumpster Diving Across 
America" Gasoline and Coffee, 
Trees, Quittin' Time, Hemlock 
Grove, Why Should I Care 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"As American As You" 

It's One of Ours, Enough, 

Shovelin' Mud, Apple Pie, Red 
Mud, Good Americans 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 


Greg Keeler 

Goofy, intelligent, country- 
Western parody, Keeler's songs 
poke fun at everything worth 
poking fun at. 

"Enquiring Minds" An Excuse 
to Go Drinkin', House Husband 
Blues, Planet of Morons TAPE — $9 
"Post-Modem Blues" Lament of 
the Laundromat; P-U-B-L-I-C 
L-A-N-D-S; Swiss Army Beatitudes 
TAPE— $9 

"Bad Science Fiction" 

If Bears Could Whistle, Nuclear 
Waste Blues, Duct Tape Psalm 
TAPE— $9 

"Talking Sweet Bye & Bye" 
There'll Come a Revolution, Ski 
Yellowstone, Death Valley Days, 
Idaho, Little Bitty Bugs 
TAPE— $9 

"Songs of Fishing, Sheep and 
Guns in Montana" Fossil Fuel 
Cowboy, Drinkin' My Blues Away 
TAPE— $9 

Dana Lyons 

Dana is one of the most 
popular musicians in the 
movement. His soulful voice 
and dexterous guitar convey a 
powerful, humorous message 
about the state of our world. 
"Cows with Guns" 

Song for Rod Coronado, 
Geronimo, Prayer for This Land, 
Native Forest Song 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Turn of the Wrench" Cry of 
the Forest, Dancing in the Dirt, 
TV God, I Saw Blood 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Animal" R V, I Am an Animal, 
Building One in My City, I Saw 
His Body, Timebomb, The Tree 
TAPE— $12 

"At Night they Howl at the 
Moon — Environmental Songs 
for Kids" (with John Seed) 

Willy the Wombat, The Tree, We 
Don't Want to Live in the Zoo, 
Expanding Universe 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Peg Millett 

Longtime EF! activist and 
convicted monkeywrencher, 

Peg has one of the most beauti- 
ful voices you'll ever hear. 

"Clear Horizon" Live Like a 
Prayer, Living Planet, Testimony, 
Walk this Trail 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Gentle Warrior" What's Left 
of the West, Forever Wild, High 
Plateau, There is Power, 

Wild Things TAPE— $12 


Ned Mudd and 
his Rustic Band 

Ned's music is neither technically 
nor politically correct. Many of 
the songs were recorded with a 
boombox in an old warehouse; 
but, hey... they sound great! 
•NEW* " f.u.b.a.r. america" 
(with the Blacklight Sombreros) 
Ridin’ with the Devil, Alabama 
(N. Young's Lament), Anesthesia, 
Copperhead in the Kitchen, 
Cybershit CD — only $15 
"Fine Time in America" 
Suburbia Blues, Nation of Sheep, 
Vacation from the Rest of the 
World TAPE— only $8 

Rosebud 


"Thundermug Honeypot" 
CD— $12 

(See review on page 28) 



Casey Neill 


With inspiring, earthy lyrics 
and Celtic/punk/folk guitar, 
Casey is an EF! favorite. 

•NEW* "Casey Neill" 

Another Point of View, Mayday, 
Double Dutch, From the Yardarms, 
Breathe Life CD — $17 
"riffraff" Flaming Arrows, 
Disorder, Dancing on the Ruins 
(of Multinational Corporations), 
The Codfisher, riffraff 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Jim Page 

A staple on the Northwest folk 
circuit for years and for good 
reason, the man can write. 
"More Than Anything Else In 
The World" A Sign of the Times, 
Valdez, Gays in the Military, Sinead, 
Bishop on the Run, CD — $ 1 7 
"Whose World is This" 

Take Our Culture Back, Righ- 
teous, Beautiful Tear, Right to be 
Wrong CD — $17 



Joanne Rand 

Joanne's strong and versatile 
voice climbs and dances 
through her powerful songs. 
"Choosing Sides" 

Koyaanisqatsi, Privileged Class, 
Our Children's Children, I Love It 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Grant Me Eyes" 

TAPE— $12 • CD $17 
The Monkey Puzzle" (with The 
Little Big Band) Earth My Body, 
Wolf at the Door, South End 
Story, Song for No One 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz 

Walkin' Jim's powerful voice and 
wilderness-inspired lyrics will 
send shivers down your spine. 
"The Vision" The Food Chain 
Song, Wild Wind, Thinking Like 
a Mountain, Way Out West 
PAPE $9 

"A Kid for the Wild" Manfred 
the Mopey Moose, Ain't Easy Bein' 
an 01' Grizzly Bear, If I Were a Tree 
TAPE— $9 

"Forever Wild" I Walk with the 
Old Ones, Green and Growing, 
Wolf Song, Just a Part of the Sky 
TAPE— $9 

"The Web of Life" Howl for the 
Wolf, Buffalo Love, Big Fat Fish, 
Mountain Goat Promenade 
TAPE— $9 

Tree 

I Throb and thrash to the passion 
of Tree. Their hard-core version 
of reality is sure to warp yours! 
"Earth First! Profits I.astl" 
Freedom Rock, Squatters Rights, 
Negative Hippie, Question Abuse, 
Don't Chop Me Down 
TAPE— only $7 

Judi Bari 

Classic speeches and barn- 
stomping music woven into a 
history of EF! and the redwoods. 
"Who Bombed Judi Bari?" 

The FBI Stole My Fiddle, Redwood 
Summer, Who Bombed Judi Bari? 
CD— $17 

Consolidated 

The hot new release from the 
US's only remaining big political 
band that hasn't sold out. 
"Dropped" Lesbian Avengers, 
Coming of Rage (fight or flight), 
Shell, g.l.o.r.i.a. 

CD— only $10! 


EF! Merchandise Order Form 

Quantity Description 


Clip and send to: EF! Merchandise, 

POB M15, Eugene. OR 97440 USA 

Color Size 


Price 











— 





bh 





bh 





HB 





BBI 

NAME STREET TOTAL 



STATE 


ZIP 


COUNTRY. 


foreign orders 
- add 15% 


CITY 

Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery Call us at (541) 344-8004 if^ou haven’t receivcd^our order after that. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 
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DON’T JUST THINK AND READ 
ABOUT SAVING THE ENVIRONMENT, 

DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT!! 


Each Ultra 7™ LaundryMaster™ System Used Keeps 600 Pounds of Chemical Toxins 
from Contaminating the Earth's Groundwater. Save water and eliminate the need for 
laundry detergents FOREVER! 

Just drop the Ultra 7™ LaundryMaster™ System into the washing machine with your 
dirty clothes. The LaundryMaster™ forces the dirt from clothes using Liquid Magnetic 
Technology. It lasts approximately 2500 washes and is backed by a 7 year warranty. 


J.M. Wilks, Distributor 


□ One LaundryMaster™ $89.36 +$3.00 Shipping & Handling 

□ TVw LaundryMasters™ $1 63.96 +$6.00 Shipping & Handling 


Prescott, AZ 86302 

Address: 

Apt or Suite: 

(520) 778-7072 

City: 

State: Zip Code: 

hi c ‘ nie rasn 

Cards 

Fxpiration Date 


Signature. 



Tired of mass media bias against Geo- WarriorsP So were 
we! Breaking free Video Magazine is a VHS periodical 
documenting direct action against those who destroy 
the earth and if s creatures! 

ISSB9#1M¥aMi9ll9» 

Order your copy of Breaking Free for $10 + $3 
Shipping and Packaging. Add $ tO + $ 1 shipping for 
each additional copy up to 5. Contact us for bulk rates. 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: ^quarimt productions 

Visit our website at: P.O. Box 50486 

http:/Avww efn.org/~joshua Bugene, OR 97405 


XiWOD #T Get it Wtjtle "Yoa 

In defiance of expectations, LWOD # 8 will focus on the 

sleep, and sanity, Live Wild Or Y2K, or Millenium, computer 
Die #7 went to press and has hug, and related issues. We 


hit the street. 40 newspaper- 
size pages full of anarchy, 
sabotage, direct action, mili- 
tant labor, eco/ 
animal liberation, 
un compromising 
critique, primitiv- 
ism/anti-tech, class I IIC I 

war, antifa, reports *" * 

of global resistance and an 
anti-patriarchy section. . 

We are asking for at least 
$3 postage paid per copy, but 
more $ would be great; t-shirts 
are still $ 1 3; for bulk orders or 
trades, write to us. 


want to hear from you on how 
to take advantage of this his- 
toric opportunity. Send zine 

and t-shirt orders, 
as well as corre- 
spondence and 
submissions for #8, 

JUST DO IT to our new address: 
1 1 ■ • LWOD, FOB 481, 

Tucson, AZ 85702, Amerika. 
Wildly yours, LWOD #7 
P.S. LWOD has been on a 
desperately needed break for 
the last two months. Orders 
will be filled shortly. Sorry for 
the delay. 


ClASSWA 


STREET POSTERS 

£r BALLADS BY ERIC DROOKER 

/ — 



DROOKER.COM 


IN BOOKSTORES AND INFO-SHOPS NOWS 


Mow ‘bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal ? 


clip and send to 

Earth First! Journal, Subscriptions, POB M15, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

t O $500 Lifetime Subscription 

P CD $25 Regular Rate CD $35 First Class M; 

CD $20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library CD $35 Brown Bag (F 
|l CD $35 (US) Surface Mail, International CD $45 (US$) Air Mail, 

P o $ DONATION O $45 Corporate or 

Subscriber Name 


mm 
I 

■ 



■ ™ 


CD $35 First Class Mail: US, Canada or Mexico 
CD $35 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) 

CD $45 (US$) Air Mail, International (no foreign checks, please) 
CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Address 
City 


State 


Country 


,arth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 
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US Earth First! Directory 


ALASKA 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fair!:; ~ks ; AK 99708 
Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

Soren Wuerth 

c/o Common Roots 

POB 230916, Anchorage, Ak 99523 

(907) 566-2468; fishtree@alaska.net 

ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
Bradshaw EF! 

220 Grove, Prescott, AZ 86301 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

21S5 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542 

reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu 

C A LIFOR NIA 

Northcoast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 

(707) 825-6598; ncef@humboldtl.com 

Luna Media-Julia Butterfly 

POB 1256, Eureka, CA 95502 

(707) 839-8974; www.lunatree.org 

lunanews@humboldtl .com 

Redwood Action Team 

Darryl Cherney, POB 34 

Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 

(707) 923-DEMO 

Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Sierra EF! 

228 Commercial St., Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 848-8724 
Bay Area Activist Hotlines 
(510) 594-4000 x222 
(415) 332-5800 x324 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 

(408)425-3205 

Saitta Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 569-5592 

Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
(909) 422-1637 
www.sagecouncil.com 

Tribes EF! 

c/o DR Chance, POB 10487 
San Bemadino, CA 92423 
DRChance@aol.com 
Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Uncaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
mojaveef@envirolink.org 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 
(760) 740-1174; sdef@envirolink.org 
COLORADO 
Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 

mjl@nilenet.com 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

aq328@freenet.uchsc.edu 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152 
afi@amigo.net 

FLO RIPA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Clearwater FNB 

POB 17838, Clearwater, FL 34622 
(813) 538-9050 

Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
Univ. of Georgia, Tate Student Center 
Athens, GA 30602 
Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 531, Athens, GA 30603 
(706) 355-9904 
HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440 Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 
aloha@hawaiian.net 


IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation Prefect 

POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 

Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83483 
(208) 882-9755; fax 883-0727 
cove@moscow.com 

IL LINOIS 

Chicago EF! 

c/o The Autonomous Zone 
1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 
Chicago, IL 60622 
(773) 252-6019; azone@wwa.com 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154 
Chicago, IL 60655 
friends@enteract.com 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 

(618) 549-7387 

Coles County EF! 

c/o Jeffery Halla 

451 Taylor Hall, 2121 4th Street 

Charleston, IL 61920-4064 

I DWA 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 52244 
jjquig@blue.uiowa.edu 

EOUISIANNA 

LAEF! 

POB 113262, Metairie, LA 70011-3262 

MAINE 
Maine EF! 

RFD 1, POB 6000, Athens, ME 04912 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
noreastah@acadia.net 
MARYLAND 
Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 270-0857; www.igc.org/icc370 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MassEF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
Heather La Capria 

135 Eutaw St #3, East Boston, MA 02128 

(617) 569-3969 

MICHIGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 

POB 50814, Kalamazoo, M! 49005 

(616) 383-9317 . t\ ! 

Huron River Valley El;! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106. 
MINNESOTA 

North American ALF Press Office 
POB 103, Osseo, MN 55369 
(612) 601-0978; naalfpo@waste.org 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave So, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 
(612) 362-3387; earthfirst@juno.com 
Wilderness First! 

POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 

wdurness@aol.com 

www.geocities.com/RainForest/7094 

MISSOURI 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(573) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-6463 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEVADA 

Western Shoshone Defense Project 
POB 211106, Crescent Valley, NV 89821 
(702) 468-0230; wsdp@igc.org 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
(888) 976-1155 
NEW JERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 
(505) 244-1830 .1 


New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 
(505) 988-8128 
SWW YORK 

Wetlands Preserve, c/o NYC EF! 

161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 386-3600; fax 966-9821 
Mohawk-Schoharie-Susquehannah EF! 
POB 880, Cobleskill, New York 12043 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 
11978; (516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

532 Portage Rd, 1st Fir. 

Niagara Falls, NY 14301-1936 
(716) 282-7777 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 285-0631 
Katuah Highlands EF! 

POB 223, Deep Gap, NC 28618 
(910) 973-7032 
stemoody@wilkes.net 
OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119; (216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
OEARTHFIRST@oberlin.edu 
Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St., Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 592-2581 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45255 

OREGON 

Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305; swef@efn.org 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
mickey@efn.org; www.igc.org/cascadia 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll., SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 7?1-1 112x7875 ■ 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; fax 235-9976 
P ENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave, Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln, Montrose, PA 18801 

Allegheny Defense Project 

POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 

(814) 226-4918; adp@envirolink.org 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 624-3939 
johnjgb@mindspring.com 
Upper TN/Lebanon EF! 

1902 Westgate Drive 
Springfield, TN 37172 
TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

POB 7292, University Station 
Austin, TX 78713 

(512) 478-7666, entropy@eden.com 

South Texas Contact 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 

(512) 937-6019 

East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 

POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 

Save the Corporations 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847; fax 254-7358 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

PAW Southwest Virginia 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

(540) 982-0492 

WASHINGTON 

Seattle EF! 

POB 85541, Seattle, WA 98145 
ph/fax (206) 632-2954 
Sea-ef@scn.org 


PROJECTS 6 CAMPAIGNS 


Cold Mountain, 

Cold Rivers Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
■ 406) 728-08:67: cixtcr@wUdrocices.ofg 

Wrvw.vviidrockies.com/cmcr 

Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(925) 376-7329; fax 631-7958 

End Corporate Dominance 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
(541) 468-2028 


Northeast Forest Practices Campaign 
POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
noteastah@acadia.net 
Sea Defense Alliance (SeliiLAi 

FOB 400, wuhams, OR 9/5 -,4 

sedna@cdsnet.net 

Warrior Poets Society 

ASUC Box 361, Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 

Zero Extraction on Public Lands 

EF!J, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 

earthfirst@igc.org 


r 


T 


International EF! Directory 


Check out the international 
Earth First! web page at: 
www.k2net.co.uk/ef 
AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

Australian EF! Action Update 
POB 12046, Elizabeth St 
Brisbane 4002; ef_au@hotmail.com 
www.green.net.au/ozef_update/ 

C ANA DA 

Coast Mountains EF! 

1472 Commercial Drive, Box 128 

Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9 

(604) 708-9660 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
EF! Manitoba 15-222 Osborne St. 
South, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 
(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto POB 70, 1S76 Queen 

St. West, Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 

EF! Ottawa Box 4612 Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

Autonomous Green Action 

POB 4721, Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S SH9 

di695@freenet.carleton.ca 

EF! Montreal, Diffusion Noire 

c/o Librairie Alternative 

2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 

Montreal, PQ H2X 2T3 

CZECH REPUB LIC 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@czn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 
Abbey St., Ballinrobe, County Mayo 
Limerick Talamh Glas 
41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 
00 353 61 313308, atglas@tinet.ie 
Mfi LAN J) 

Over 35 EF! groups exist in England; for a 
list, contact: 

EF! Action Update 

Dept. 29, 1 Newton St, Manchester 

Ml 1HW; (0161) 224 4846 

actionupdate@gn.apc.org 

www.k2net.co.uk/ef/earthfirst.html 

Oxford EF! 

Box E, 1 1 1 Magdalen Rd., 

Oxford, OX4 IRQ, (01865) 791391 
South Downs EF!, Dead Trees EF! 
and Do or Die 

POB 2971, Brighton BN2 2GY 
savage@easynet.co.uk 

FRANCE 

Carbusters Magazine/Resource Ctr 

44 rue Burdeau 

69001 Lyon 

(33) 4 72 00 23 57 

carbusters@wanadoo.fr 


GERMANY 

EF! Germany (c/o Avalon) 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 Essen 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 

Bihar, Post Box 229 

SQV TH KORE A 

Green Korea Unlimited 

10F, Garden Tower Bldg., 98-78 

Wooni-dong, Chongno-gu, Seoul 

110-350 

THE NETHERLANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
ruigoord@hotmail.com 
PHILIPPINES 
Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 

ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3, 43-300 

Bielsko, Biala; ph/fax 048-33-183153 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
ph/fax +7 (0112) 43 72 86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 

SCQILANP 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB; 44 (0)41 
636 1924/339 8009; fax 44 (0)41 424 
3688; scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLOVAKIA 
Slobodna alternativa 
Staromestska 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demandes, Taller de E. A. 
A. CURUXA, J. B., XelmirerJ, Campus 
Universitario, 1570 S Santiago; (81) 
584321; fax 584533 

SWEDEN 
Morgan Laisson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
Nadia Shevchejaker-POB 322, Kiev 
252187; +7 (38044) 263-4954, 265- 
7628, (fax)550-6068; rk@cci.glasnet.ru 


PRISONER SUPPORT 


Rod Coronado 

03895-000, FC1 Unit SW 
8901 S. Wilmot Rd. 

Tucson, AZ 85706 
North American ALF Support Group 
Box 69597, 5845 Yonge. St, 
Willowdale, Ont M2M 4K3 Canada 


Direct Action Defense Fund 
POB 57357 Tucson, AZ 
85732-7357; (520) 795-5171 
National Activist Network 
POB 19515, Sacramento, CA 
95819; (916) 452-7197 


For our full prisoners' directory, see our web page at www.envirolink.org/orgs/ef/support 


Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian 

Biodiversity Project 

Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WI SCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters Action 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St, Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 


North Forests EF! 

748 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh, WI 54901 

(920) 424-0265 

Bay Area North Guard 

POB 116, Washburn, WI 54891 

(715) 373-0882 

Driftless EF! c/o WPA 

POB 2761, LaCrosse, WI 54602-2761 

(608) 782-6997 

Sand County EF! 

c/o WI River Greens, 308 Nelson Hall 
Stevens Point, WI 54481 
Chippewa Valley EF! 

POB 143, Menomonie, WI 54751-0790 


www.geocities.com/rainforest/4101 
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by Lacey Phillabaum 

During the night of October 18, 
cloaked in the dark of an almost new 
moon, two or more people crept 
along a Colorado ridgeline, leaving 
plastic milk jugs filled with gasoline 
as fiery calling cards at five buildings 
and four chairlifts. The 33,000- 
square-foot, 550-seat Two Elks Lodge 
was totaled, resulting in minimum 
damages of $12 million to Vail Asso- 
ciates (VA). In addition, a 2,500- 
square-foot picnic shelter, a ski patrol 
building and one of the chair lifts 
were ruined, pushing the total 
amount of damages much higher 
than the widely- reported $12 mil- 
lion and making this the single most 
expensive act of environmental sabo- 
tage in US history. 

The only known witnesses to the 
fire were four sleeping hunters, who 
alerted the authorities after they were 


awakened by the 
blazes around 4 a.m. 

One of the four, Neil 
Sebso, had gone to 
sleep around mid- 
night seeking warmth 
inside a V ail restroom, 
while the other three 
camped outside. Sebso 
says he woke from a 
sleepy fog, thinking 
that somebody had 
opened the door, 
looked in and left. 

When he got up to investigate, he 
saw nothing "and went back to bed. 
Next thing, I was awoken by Steve," 
who showed him the rising flames. 

The arson fires were set only five 
days after a court had ruled that Vail 
resorts could proceed with its planned 
Category III expansion into the Two 
Elk Roadless Area, despite the objec- 
tions of local environmentalists. 


The Colorado-based group Ancient 
Forest Rescue (AFR) has led that oppo- 
sition, noting that the development 
of 2,200 acres of additional skiable 
terrain on public land is but a prelude 
to VA's real plans for building luxury 
condominiums, a new base area and 
village to village gondolas on as much 
as 3,000 additional acres. 

continued on page 26 


KENYANS STORM 
DEVELOPMENT^^H 


In an unprecedented and dramatic 
action, hundreds of Kenyan environ- 
mental activists and supporters un- 
leashed what has been called a new era 
in the peoples' struggle against a repres- 
sive, corrupt and rapacious regime in 
defense of their country's amazing but 
threatened natural heritage. On Octo- 
ber 7, over 500 angry citizens, organized 
and led by members of the Green Belt 
Movement (GBM), invaded an illegal 
development in Nairobi's Karura Forest, 
destroyed the site offices, construction 
equipment and materials, and eradi- 
cated all the "improvements" that had 
transformed a virgin indigenous hardwood forest into just 
another upscale residential development. They were mad as 
hell and served notice to the tune of $ 1 million in damage that 
they weren't going to take it any more. "This is the power of 
the people. They have decided, and there is no turning back. 
Let every land grabber and economic saboteur... know that 
the time for silence and inaction is over," said one activist. 

The revelation that hundreds of acres of the Karura forest, 
a 14,000-acre area protected since Kenya's independence, 
had been quietly excised and allocated to shadowy private 


interests sparked 
the outrage and ac- 
tion. The transfers 
were blatantly ille- 
gal under Kenyan 
law and were ac- 
complished as a 
fund-raising mea- 
sure during the run- 
up to the recent 
presidential elec- 

bulldozers burning.. .“This is the power of the people." tions (in a maneu- 
ver only slightly more subtle than that employed in the 
previous election, when President Moi simply printed 
and distributed billions of shillings in bribes, causing an 
economic disaster that conveniently manifested only 
after he was re-elected). The allocatees, relatives and 
cronies of the president, in turn, sold the forest proper- 
ties to developers, tunneling their ill-gotten money back 
into various ruling-party activities. 

continued on page 23 


by Pori kwa Milele 


Corporate 
Scum Pied! 

A BBB Exclusive 

by Agent Apple 

On a Friday afternoon I was con- 
tacted by a Biotic Baking Brigade 
(BBB) intelligence source known as 
"Deep Pastry." S/he communicated 
to me that Robert Shapiro, chair- 
man of Monsanto, would be de- 
livering a keynote address at a 
conference the following Tuesday. 
We had recently heard from Our 
Man in London that the Brits were 
planning to pie him next time he 
crossed the Atlantic, and naturally 
we couldn't let the Limeys upstage 
us in this respect (since they already 
have in every other form of anti- 
genetic engineering activism) . I had 
my orders: Compile a dossier on the 
target (photos, personal habits, cu- 
linary preferences, etc.), perform an 
extensive reconnaissance of the 
battlefield (the illustrious Fairmont 
Hotel, where Clinton and his ilk 
stay when they come to San Fran- 
cisco), assemble a crack pie-slinging 
team, develop combat scenarios and 
await the go-ahead command. 

By Tuesday afternoon, every- 
thing was in place. I went to the 
pre-arranged bake shop, ordered 
an apple-rhubarb crumble to go 
and repaired to the pub. Even 
though I had been through the 
routine before, I couldn't help but 
tremble a tad when I reached the 
bottom of the patisserie and un- 
covered the sealed and embossed 
envelope which read, "Special 
Agent Apple: For Your Eyes Only." 

continued on page 24 


Guards Join Wave of Resistance 


ELF BURNS 
DOWN VAIL 


photo by Mark Mobeley 







EARTH FIRST! 

NO COMPROMISE IN THE DEFENSE OF MOTHER EARTH! 

POB 1415 • EUGENE, OREGON 97440 • (541) 344-8004 


Fanning the Flames of Resistance Earth First! 



"...we can go back to the earliest recorded texts in our canon... and 
find that those who have served power have always been rewarded 
with respectability... That pattern just perpetuates through history, 
and for perfectly good reasons. If you serve power, authority and 
privilege, you'll end up, by and large, with respectability. And if you 
undermine them, whether it's by political analysis, moral critique or 
anything else, they're not going to applaud you for it." 

— Noam Chomsky 

Precisely because it was such a sensational public denial of the 
legitimacy of authority and the privilege of power, the Vail 
bonfire was not a respectable thing to do, granted. But let's face 
it folks, Earth First! is an ecological resistance movement that 
has come to engender beautiful radical and revolutionary 
philosophies — not respectable ones. 

The planned Vail expansion is just one more example of 
humans overstepping their bounds unnecessarily and at all of 
our peril. As big corporations like Vail Associates are allowed to 
flourish, the rich get richer, the poor poorer and 
Mother Earth suffers the most. There have always i ^ 3~" 

been eco-anarchists among us who truly believe ‘‘'“‘■‘“'tjkj- - 

that the materialist/capitalist worldview in gen- /\. 
eral, and the concept of the sanctity of private ^ \ 

property in particular, must be deconstructed in \ 

order to incapacitate the nature-destroying jug- 
gernaut of industrial civilization. We dedicate 
our lives to fighting the power that turns people ^ 

into "consumers," wilderness into "natural re- 
sources " and intentionally indoctrinates the world 
with an ethic of exploitation. j 

After every legal ( state-sanctioned) means of y 

trying to protect that incredible ecosystem had 
been exhausted, setting fire to a playground of 
the prosperous was a brave and eco-logical last 
resort (no pun intended) . All such development X/ 

projects must be opposed as vigorously as pos- 

sible at this critical time in history. It is intellectually dishonest 
and morally unethical not to do so. 

We should not be afraid to openly applaud the elves' blatant 
demonstration of disrespect for the accouterments of the aris- 
tocracy. We are members of a tribe of scofflaws who want to see 
the natural balance between humans and the ecosystems we 
inhabit restored. Certainly an important aspect of this is engag- 
ing in the public discourse about what our society's peculiar 
kind of political, technological, economic adaptation may 
mean to the future (a la the EF! Journal). But just as important 
is actively contradicting the policies and intentionally conflict- 
ing with the interests of those political and economic forces 
promoting development (a la the ELF). 

The Earth Liberation Front's eco-sabotage of Vail constituted 
a political act of conscience perfectly in keeping with the sincere 
expression of the biocentric paradigm many Earth Firstlers 
espouse. Ours is a movement of advocates on behalf of that 
which has no representation in government, no corporate 
sponsor, no voice in the world of men. We seek to address our 
concerns to a hostile civilization that maintains itself only by 


mm/ mmmmz T; 

Jf^auna QabalaJ 

Fauna, n. animal life. © M 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or V 

mysterious art. 

It's the color of the lips, not the grace of the wing, that makes 
Bewick's swans ( Cygnus columbianus bewickii) swoon. 

These largest members of the duck family, who migrate 
between Arctic Russia and Western Europe, are remarkable 
among vertebrates in that they form monogamous pair-bonds 
that last most of their 20-30 year lives. 

As long as they are successfully begetting cygnets, mates are 
not abandoned. 
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assaulting the natural world. For those who care more 
about the cause than the mainstream perception of 
the movement, respectability is neither an attainable 
or a desirable goal. 

Earth Firstlers aspire to become effective social critics 
of rampant technological change, corporate domina- 
tion, hierarchical class systems and unsustainable de- 
velopment with hopes of changing the hearts and 
minds of humanity. To accomplish this we must defy 
a rich and powerful elite who protect their vested 
interest in maintaining the status quo by attacking the 
integrity of our vision. Violent acts towards Mother 
Earth and those who defend her are routinely commit- 
ted by the extractive industries we oppose, condoned 
by the state and ignored by a media that labels us 
terrorists. Finding a so-called "nonviolent" way to 
respond to or influence a society too far removed from 
the wild, too wedded to material possessions, too 
enamored with technology and too 
^ — intent on profiting from exploiting 

the natural world to really appreciate 
our perspective is perhaps our greatest 
yMUlP&k challenge. 

It may also be a fool's errand. The 
JEST reality is the dominant value system in 
our culture denies the transcendental 
' truth and beauty inherent in nature. 

Inflammatory actions like Vail succeed 
in letting Babylon know there are front- 
line revolutionaries willing to lead the 
fight to preserve the last wild places on 
Earth and who laud the last wild places 
y ^4|y in the human heart. The elves have 

asserted that an "if you can't beat 'em, 
join 'em" attitude is unacceptable. They 
are not willing to surrender, compro- 
mise their ideals or water down the mandatory radical 
critique in subservience to power. Good for them. 

The destruction of the private property of the upper 
classes at Vail, in defense of the forest and the lynx, 
should not be portrayed as an irrational, violent, 
aggressive act. Rather, it was a rational, overtly politi- 
cal and defensive act undertaken by Mother Earth's 
freedom fighters, not terrorists, in the face of over- 
whelming odds and at great risk of personal liberty. 
Those courageous and idealistic enough to believe it 
is possible to beat 'em must be encouraged to use all 
the tools in the toolbox, especially their best judg- 
ment, in the battle on behalf of the wild. I say carry on 
elves, with love and rage! No compromise in the 
defense of Mother Earth! 

— Theresa Kintz 

Last issue mentioned an incorrect address to order 
Copse: The Cartoon Book of Tree Protesting. It should be 
Orange Dog Productions, 7 The Green, Biddestone, Near 
Chippenham, Wiltshire, UK. 

by Faith Walker 

Individuals vary in the pattern of yellow and black 
on the bill, which is inherited, such that offspring 
resemble parents. A swan chooses a partner whose 
bill looks different from its own. This is achieved not 
by gazing at reflections but by learning the appear- 
ance of relatives' bills and evaluating prospective 
mates by their dissimilarity. 

In addition, it seems that the bill pattern is used for 
recognition after pair formation. If the pair is feeding 
with their heads underwater for a long period of 
time, one member of the pair will poke the other, 
causing the shocked bird to right itself and the pair 
to silently greet each other with head bobs. 

This is an example of active outbreeding, where 
natural selection has favored the genetic conse- 
quences of mating between non-relatives. 
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How AFR Got Burned 


by Ben and Brian, Ancient Forest Rescue 

The recent fires that burned atop Vail Mountain 
have forced many people to stop and think, espe- 
cially those of us at Ancient Forest Rescue (AFR). We 
are a grassroots Colorado-based consensus group of 
forest activists. We consider ourselves part of the 
Earth First! movement and adhere to a strict code of 
nonviolence (verbal and physical) to persons or 
property. While we do roadshows and workshops to 
educate the public and work within the system 
through monitoring and legal appeals, we are lo- 
cally known for our nonviolent actions in defense 
of Colorado's biodiversity. We have had success in 


our community-based campaigns. Property damage 
has the potential to jeopardize the willingness of 
the larger community to shelter us and support our 
action campaigns. We strongly believe you cannot 
mix covert actions like monkey wrenching and overt 
actions such as lockdowns in a campaign. 

People have responded differently to the events of 
October 19. Some have condemned the arson, claim- 
ing that it discredits the radical environmental 
movement. They say it gives the powers-that-be a 
reason to call us terrorists and an excuse to persecute 
us. Others believe that because there were no hu- 
man casualties, this act of sabotage was a perfectly 
acceptable way to hit a monstrous corporation like 
Vail Associates (VA) where it hurts. 

One glaring possibility is that the media stories 
linking the fires to environmental saboteurs are 
pure fabrication. It is not unreasonable to speculate 
that this is the work of someone with an interest in 
discrediting the radical environmental movement. 
Although VA is now enjoying newly found public 
sympathy and the Two Elk Roadless Area is under 
the watchful eye of the FBI and Bureau of Alcohol, 


Tobacco and Firearms (ATF), complete with public 
road closures, vocal opposition to VA's expansion 
will not be silenced. 

The members of the AFR Vail campaign would like 
to discuss how an act of sabotage has affected 
months of work by forest activists in Colorado. 
Ancient Forest Rescue is the most radical voice in 
the coalition of groups that has been working to 
stop VA's ski area expansion for the past several 
years. This coalition has fought VA every step of the 
way, but eventually Forest Service corruption and 
corporate greed was victorious in all legal arenas. 
Most of the groups stopped actively attacking VA's 
expansion plans and relied solely on the legal ap- 
peal after VA received its 
last permit to begin con- 
struction from Eagle 
County in March. AFR, 
however, was determined 
to continue fighting in 
the media, in the public 
arena and with civil dis- 
obedience when the 
ground was broken. 
Many EFlers have heard 
about this issue though 
various media sources, 
including the EF! Journal 
article by an AFR activist 
entitled, "Super Vail, Su- 
per Ugly," (see EF! J May- 
| June, '98). 

= Unquestionably, the ar- 
son at Vail received intense 
media attention. VA and 
its greedy plans for expan- 
sion were brought under the scrutiny of the national 
spotlight. The fires that night brought this issue to the 
attention of the American public more than the 
coalition has managed through all its years of hard 
work. Unfortunately for AFR and the Two Elk roadless 
area, that seems to be where the positive results of the 
blazes cease. 

Some say fires hit VA in the only place it would 
really feel it: in its pocket book. While the fire 
caused more than $ 12 million in damage, VA is fully 
insured for the loss, and the corporation makes 
about $1 million per day during the ski season. 

Ever since VA proposed the expansion, the resi- 
dents of the Vail Valley have overwhelmingly op- 
posed it. People in these beautiful mountain towns 
are trying to hold onto their open space and sense 
of community. The expansion is the first step in 
VA's poorly veiled scheme to develop huge amounts 
of land while raking in millions if not billions of 
dollars from trophy home sales in nearby private 
land. This appalls many of our friends in Vail and 
the rural community of Minturn. They have stood 
beside us in opposing this expansion. But it's more 


complicated than that. Even though so many op- 
pose VA, its duplicitous expansion plans and what 
it's going to do to the Two Elk Roadless Area, the ski 
industry is the primary economy in the area and 
residents are all in some way dependent on it. If 
there is a reduction in visitors to Vail Mountain, it 
will be at the expense of the good people of Vail and 
Minturn. 

What about the other costs? To your run-of-the- 
mill vacationer, "terrorism," (which is what the 
media has dubbed this action) is something to 
avoid. Insurance will not cover the lost revenue if 
many families with big money decide to take their 
skiing vacation somewhere besides Vail this year. 
Maybe instead they will ski at Keystone, 
Breckenridge, Arrowhead or Beaver Creek. All of 
these resorts are owned by VA and lie on public 
land. So even if the arson does cause revenue loss on 
Vail Mountain (although Vail Resorts stock price 
indicates otherwise) Vail Associates Resorts, the 
corporate monster, continues to sit pretty. 

The weekend before the roadbuilding was sched- 
uled to begin, AFR activists from around Colorado 
gathered to do reconnaissance of the area. We had 
the local support; we had an intelligent and com- 
mitted group; we had the absolute moral high 
ground. On Sunday night, we moved base camp to 
the bottom of Two Elk canyon. 

Little did we know that others were executing 
different plans during the night. On that cold, 
frosty morning the word came: No sign of machin- 
ery, but the mountain was ablaze. As helicopters 
circled the skies and an intense investigation com- 
menced, it appeared impossible to complete our 
work in the area. 

Our local supporters were silenced, and VA the 
corporate predator became VA the victim. The com- 
munity felt under attack, and suddenly all environ- 
mentalists were terrorists. The working people of 
the Vail Valley felt screwed by people trying to save 
wilderness. Our group became paralyzed and mo- 
rale fell apart. 

The greatest casualty of the fires is the Two Elk 
Roadless Area. On the Wednesday following the ar- 
son, dozers rolled in and the destruction progressed at 
a break-neck pace. No activists were there to stop it. 
The efforts by environmentalists to work with the 
community to save the Two Elk Roadless Area and 
stop corporate excess were undermined by the arson. 

Perhaps there are times and places for sabotage, but 
in the opinion of AFR-Vail, this was not one of them. 
If we as an environmental movement are to succeed, 
then we must somehow coordinate our efforts. 
Whether one supports nonviolent civil disobedience 
or covert night action, we are all driven by the same 
passion. In order to be a movement, the various 
factions of environmentalism must avoid cutting 
one another off at the knees. When we don't, the real 
losers are the wild places that we all love. 



The Two Elk Roadless Area, before Vail's expansion 


Dear SFB: 


Irked, jerked, bewildered or ecstatic? Send letters to the EF!J, POB 
1415, Eugene, OR 97440; earthfirst@igc.org 


Earth First! Journal, 

This is for you David: 

Grandfather, look at our bro- 
kenness. We know that in all 
creation only the human family 
has strayed from the sacred way. 
We know that we are the ones 
who are divided and we are the 
ones who must come back to- 
gether to walk in the sacred way. 
Grandfather, sacred one, teach 
us love compassion and honor 
that we may heal the Earth and 
each other. 

In hope, 

— Mark Quire 

We are all saddened by the 
loss of David Chain and would 
hope we can share a bit of your 
grief to ease the pain. 

From Glada McIntyre, to 


whom the divas of the ancient 
cedars here sang this hymn: 

Oh Noble and Worthy 
Exploiters and Conquerors 
Have Mercy Have Mercy 
Do Not End Our Singing 
Which Allows the Conditions 
Necessary 

To All Life on the Planet as You 
Kill It. 



coming a litany of sor- 
row, and my cognitive mind re- 
corded that I was witnessing that 
the song of the forest has now 


changed, and I wondered if this 
was happening all over the planet 
and many people hearing it. " 

— Glada McIntyre, BC 1995 

We lost those giant cedars 
whose divas spoke to Glada. We 
share in your loss as well. Have 
courage, you are not alone. 

— Suzy Hamilton and friends 
from Nelson Eco Centre 

Dear EF!, 

Please forgive my silence of late, 
but I've been having personal/ 
medical problems and often lack 
the energy to do anything. 

I cried when I read the action 
alert about Gypsy's death. 1 
wanted revenge at that moment 
for a comrade who died for his 
conviction and devotion towards 
the earth mother. 


It wasn't so long ago that "But- 
terfly" was almost killed by an 
"accident" of the whirly bird 
blade. I re- 



about fucking up the "of- 
fender" but I guess that would 
have been considered violent. 
Now one of us is dead, and I find 
it very difficult not to expand my 
earlier letter. 

Being in prison makes it diffi- 
cult and very frustrating to say 
or promote anything from a 
back seat, yet I do, from time to 


time, produce zines that attempt 
to educate others toward an 
equalitarian way of life with na- 
ture and a "live let live" towards 
each other. 

Yet, when I read of comrades 
being hurt and even killed in 
defense of our values of equality 
in nature and life in general, I 
feel the time and weather is right 
for a small group of devoted 
people to organize and change 
the system, now! 

Yikes! There I go again! I can't 
help myself, oops! I love you all 
and many thanks for continu- 
ing my subscriptions. 

Love, unity and trees, 

— Patrick Earl, #744524, Terrel 

Unit-Infirmary, 12002 FM 350 
South, Livingston, TX 77351- 
9630 
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ECOTERRORiSTS GUN DOWN 


by Michael Robinson 

Largely because Secretary of the Interior Bruce Bab- 
bitt badly miscalculated the consequences of trying to 
appear reasonable to ranching extremists, five Mexi- 
can gray wolves have been shot, the one pup bom in 
the wild is dead and two more are missing from the 
original eleven released in a reintroduction program. 
The remaining five animals have been recaptured. 
Thus, after less than a year of ecological healing, the 
sycamore-lined canyons and juniper-scented mesas of 
the Gila ecosystem have once again been rendered 
wolfless. And though the recovery program for this 
most endangered of the world's wolf subspecies will 
go forward, Babbitt's rank poltroonery threatens to 
encourage more killings. 

Unlike almost every other species in trouble, wolves 
did not become endangered primarily because of 
habitat loss. Rather, a concerted government effort 
on behalf of ranchers was launched in 1 9 1 4 with the 
explicit purpose of killing every large mammalian 
carnivore in the United States. Hundreds of federal 
hunters set traps and distributed poisons to kill 
wolves, mountain lions, bears and coyotes. 

By the early 1930s, this program had resulted in 
the extirpation of breeding populations of wolves 
within the Southwest. And despite official denials 
that extinction was the intent, the US government 
shipped strychnine and the notorious predacide 
Compound 1080 to Mexico to help wipe out wolves 
south of the border. 

Nevertheless, for decade after decade, wolves con- 
tinued to migrate into this country, only to be shot, 
poisoned and trapped by a federal agent stationed 
along the border. Even after passage of the Threat- 
ened and Endangered Species Act in 1969, two 
wolves were killed in the arid grasslands north of Big 
Bend National Park, Texas, and one was poisoned in 
the Peloncillo Mountains, where New Mexico and 
Arizona meet along the Mexican border. 

The 1973 Endangered Species Act was supposed to 
put teeth into protection and recovery of imperiled 
species, but in 1 9 76 just as the Mexican wolf was listed, 
ranchers reportedly paid a $500 bounty for a trapper 
to kill a lone wolf reported in southeastern Arizona. 

Belatedly, between 1978 and 1980, the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) (ironically the succes- 
sor to the agency that supervised the extermination 
campaign) contracted an American trapper experi- 
enced in killing Mexican wolves to live capture 
wolves in Mexico. He caught seven, of which four 
survived long enough to become part of a captive 
breeding program intended to recover the species. 
Never before has an extermination policy pushed a 
species so close to the brink of extinction and then 
turned around. Today, despite periodic reports of 
wolves surviving in Mexico, the only known Mexi- 
can wolves are the approximately 170 in captivity. 

The Blue Range of New Mexico was the site chosen 
for reintroduction. Located in the western terminus 
of the Gila Headwaters ecosystem complex of roadless 
areas, the Blue was the locale of Aldo Leopold's 
famous "fierce green fire" wolf shooting episode in 
1909, an incident that festered in his membry and 
precipitated his great epiphany that the creed of 
predator extermination, the "challenge of fang against 
bullet," could be pursued only at the CQSt of ecologP| 
cal integrity. "I now suspect that just as a deer herd 
lives in mortal fear of its wolves, so does a mountain 
live in mortal fear of its deer," he wrote toward the 
end of his life. "So also with cows. The cowman who 
cleans his range of wolves does not realize that he is 
taking over the wolf's job of trimming the herd to fit 
the range. He has not learned to think like a moun- 
tain. Hence we have dustbowls, and rivers washing 
the future into the sea." 

But the Blue was not chosen as a reintroduction 
site primarily because its original wolves taught 
Leopold to think like a mountain. Rather, it repre- 
sented a compromise between ecological consider- 
atiohsapd ranching politics. In 1987, officials with 
the USFwl, charged with the Mexican wolf's recov- 
ery, abdicated their statutory responsibility to choose 
the best habitat for reintroduction by asking the 
states of Arizona, New Mexico and Texas to make 
the decision. Texas reacted by passing a state law 

Page 4 Earth First! Yule 1999 


WOL VES 

banning reintroduction. Arizona officials said they 
would have to study the matter and eventually 
conducted a credible biological investigation. New 
Mexico nominated the White Sands Missile Range, 
which at the time was the only substantial area in the 
state without livestock but is so arid it is likely few 
wolves ever lived there. 

When the US Army, which manages White Sands, 
said it wanted no wolves, the USFWS announced the 
termination of the reintroduction program and sepa- 
rated male and female wolves to prevent further 
breeding. Only a lawsuit by Earth First! activists (oper- 
ating as the Wolf Action Group) forced the resump- 
tion of breeding and a commitment by the USFWS to 
pursue reintroduction. 

Despite the USFWS officials' obeisance to the 
prerogatives of ranching, agency biologists recog- 
nized the Gila as the best habitat remaining for the 
wolf. The trick was to get them in there without 
arousing the active opposition of New Mexico's 
public lands ranching establishment. Welfare ranch- 
ers are responsible for the most per capita whining 
of any demographic group in the United States, and 
in the Gila the whines routinely rise to an un- 
matched squawking frenzy. The solution was to put 
the wolves in the Blue, an area identified by the 
Arizona Department of Game and Fish as good 
habitat, and allow them to re-colonize the adjoin- 
ing habitat in the Gila National Forest on the New 
Mexico side of the ecosystem. 

However, neither the Blue Range nor the Gila are 
pristine. Although over a million and a half acres 
within the designated recovery area are roadless, less 
than a third of the region is free from cattle. Further- 
more, in designating the reintroduction program, 
the USFWS acquiesced to every single ranching in- 
dustry stipulation (except for the demand that the 
wolf never roam in the wild). 

The first and overarching capitulation made by 
the agency was deciding to designate the reintro- 
duced wolves "experimental" and "non-essential," 
which allows the agency to reduce protections for 
the species. With this categorization in place, the 
USFWS limited the recovery area to the boundaries 
of the Blue Range and the Gila National Forest 
(ignoring wolf habitat on adjoining Bureau of Land 
Management land, for example), allowed ranchers 
to kill wolves that kill cattle under some circum- 
stances and refused to designate critical habitat 
where the wolves' survival would be prioritized over 
extractive land uses. As a result of this latter provi- 
sion, there are no road closures on behalf of the 
wolves, no migration corridors to other potential 
habitats, nor limits on public lands grazing. 

Given the truculence of the local ranching com- 
munity, it was easy to predict the results. Catron 
County, New Mexico, famous for its militias and 
challenges to constitutional government, offers a 
version of a coyote bounty: several coyotes are cap- 
tured, inconspicuously ear-tagged and released, and 
anyone subsequently turning in one of the ear-tags is 
awarded up to a thousand dollars, depending on the 
markings on the tag. In neighboring Grant County, 
after flaming rhetoric from anti-environmental ac- 
tivists, a planned reintroduction of the endangered 
Gila trout was sabotaged this year by the dumping of 
non-native brown trout into a stream. 

Such actions reflect the ranching industry's ideol- 
ogy and not that of most people. Indeed, a League of 
Women Voters survey indicated that 52 percent of 
residents of rural southwestern New Mexico support 
wolf reintroduction and only 34 percent oppose it. 

But ranchers dominate the region's politics. And 
given the ranching mindset, the Southwest Center 
for Biological Diversity opposed any lessening of 
the legal protections for wolves, and urged the 
USFWS to close dirt roads in the reintroduction area 
and reduce grazing. In responding to the Environ- 
mental Impact Statement on reintroduction, the 
Southwest Center wrote: "Even should you not 
decide to immediately close roads and reduce graz- 
ing now, foreclosing the options to close such roads 
in the future, and to terminate grazing leases on 



Humphrey first claimed the wolf was attacking, but evidence 
proved it was standing still when shot. 


public lands within the recovery area, irresponsibly 
jeopardizes the Service's ability to respond to future 
events. For instance, the Service's ability to close 
roads and terminate grazing leases on behalf of 
wolves may well serve as an incentive to malevolent 
individuals not to violate the law." 

But the USFWS ignored these concerns, and within 
a couple of months, the first wolf was shot. Richard 
Humphrey, a retired Tuscon postal worker with ties 
to the Safari Club, a big game trophy-hunting group, 
who was camping in the Blue Range, shot a male 
wolf after he apparently attacked Humphrey's dog. 
Advised that only defense of human life sufficed to 
exonerate such a killing, he changed his story and 
claimed the wolf was running toward his wife. A 
necropsy showed the animal had been standing, 
not running, when the bullet entered his chest. But 
the USFWS declined to prosecute Humphrey. 

Humphrey then hooked up with the Catron County 
anti-environmental movement, serving as the key- 
note speaker at the annual convention of a regional 
group fighting endangered species and public lands. 
On August 7, the day before his talk celebrating the 
shooting, another wolf was shot. This time no one 
claimed credit. Three more wolves have been killed 
since then, one has disappeared and may well have 
been shot, and the first wolf pup born in the wild in 
the US in over 50 years, its parents both killed, is 
missing and presumed dead. 

Two additional wolves were recaptured after dis- 
persing out of the recovery area, and another pregnant 
wolf was recaptured after her mate was killed. (Her 
pup, subsequently born into captivity, died anyway.) 
That left only two wolves in the wild — both males. In 
late November, around the time the last murdered 
wolf was discovered, these two survivors were recap- 
tured also and paired with two females intended for 
release who are now in acclimatization pens. 

Babbitt has announced that the wolf reintroduc- 
tion program will go forward and, in addition to the 
two once-free males and their intended mates, more 
wolves are due for release in spring, 1999. However, 
Babbitt has also suggested tax breaks for ranchers 
who support wolves — a proposed lagniappe that is 
bizarre given that ranchers already enjoy millions of 
dollars in tax breaks and a smorgasbord of federal 
services and still won't abide by the law. 

The Southwest Center, in contrast, proposes road 
closures in the Blue Range, direct releases of wolves 
in the Gila Wilderness, grazing restrictions and 
vigorous prosecution of admitted wolf killer Rich- 
ard Humphrey. Since the stated intent of the experi- 
mental non-essential designation of the wolves was 
precisely to forestall the kind of illegal killings now 
taking place, it seems obvious that the provision 
should now be reexamined. The Southwest Center's 
staff has also pledged a collective $5,000 in award 
money for information leading to a conviction in 
the killings (bringing the total reward from public 
and private sources to $35,000). 

continued on page 32 
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Coyotes Slaughtered 







by Andrea Lococo 

Rawlins, Wyoming, was the site of 
the seventh annual National Coyote 
Calling Contest on November 13-14. 
Despite its benign title, the contest 
involves a lot more than just calling 
coyotes. It's a wildlife-killing contest 
that awards monetary prizes to hunt- 
ers based on the number of coyotes 
they kill. This year, 74 teams, consist- 
ing of two hunters, from 17 states 
and countries around the world paid 
$150 each to enter the event in the 
hope of winning a piece of the $ 14,000 
in prize money. 

Contest participants dispersed with 
four-wheelers onto both private and 
public lands, using distress calls to 
attract coyotes and slaughter as many 
as possible during the two-day event. 
While there are rules (e.g., no night 
hunting, no use of live lures, no 
shooting from the roadway or within 
a half mile of a residence, no submis- 
sion of captive-raised coyotes, etc.), 
the prize money creates a powerful 
incentive to ignore them, and it is 
virtually impossible for law enforce- 
ment officials to ensure that no laws 
are violated. 

Last year, 242 coyotes were killed. 
A photo in a local newspaper show- 
ing scores of their dead bodies laid 
out in a hotel parking lot generated 
a tremendous amount of negative 
publicity. This year, hunters killed 
200 coyotes but were careful not to 
display their kills for the public or 
the media. 

Not surprisingly, the organizers of 
this year's contest, Tracy and Allen 
York of Utah, and organizers of other 
wildlife killing contests prefer not to 
draw media attention to such 
events. When unwelcome public- 
ity does arise, organizers attempt 
to justify their actions by insisting 
they are performing a community 
service by eradicating coyotes be- 
fore they can prey on domestic 
livestock and wildlife. Never 
mind that scientific research 
has demonstrated that lethal 
coyote control in general, 
and random killing con- 
tests in particular, may 
actually exacerbate pre- 
dation problems rather 
than reduce them. Studies 
show that, in exploited 
populations, females breed at 
an earlier age and produce two 
to four times the number of pups 
as those in stable populations. 

The highest rate of livestock pre- 
dation occurs when females hunt 
to feed their pups. Hence, in- 
creased reproduction rates trans- 
late into greater potential for 
predation. 

Contest organizers tried to portray 
the event as even more community- 
friendly by awarding a $1,000 schol- 
arship to an area student and by 
donating proceeds from the sales of 
coyote pelts to a local domestic vio- 
lence program. Pelts are estimated to 
sell from $10 to $12 each, and orga- 
nizers boasted that the contest will 


raise somewhere between $2,000 and 
$2, 400 to help battered women. With 
psychological studies indicating a 
strong correlation between violence 
against animals and violence against 
humans, it is ironic that those who 
engage in killing animals for fun and 
money would attempt to avoid criti- 
cism of the contest by throwing 
money at a domestic violence pro- 
gram! Interestingly, Pat Way, execu- 
tive director of Carbon County COVE, 
the domestic violence program slated 
to receive the donation, denied any 
knowledge _of such plans and indi- 
cated she would discuss the matter 
with her board of directors. 

Such feeble and self-serving 
schemes by contest organizers to se- 
duce the public into tolerating what 
can only be described as a commer- 
cial wildlife slaughter are transpar- 
ent. Fortunately, a growing number 
of states and communities are taking 
steps to prohibit or severely restrict 
wildlife killing contests. Killing any 
animal for fun and prizes trivializes 
the death of the animal. Such forms 
of recreation are no longer deemed 
acceptable in a society that increas- 
ingly understands and appreciates 
the value of all beings and the im- 
portance of preserving the integrity 
of ecosystems. 

In Wyoming, coyotes are classified as 
predators and are consequently af- 
forded no protection. Regulatory au- 
thority over coyotes falls under the 
Wyoming Department of Agriculture, 
which essentially functions at the be- 
hest of the livestock industry. Tradi- 
tionally, coyotes have been perceived 
as "varmints" by the livestock industry 
throughout the West, which has un- 
dertaken campaigns 
to eradicate 
them by any 
and all 
means. 
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Even though many ranchers have suc- 
cessfully turned to nonlethal methods 
for effectively controlling predation 
problems in the long term, myths about 
the coyote persist. 

Regardless of whether some ranch- 
ers and sport hunters are willing to 
admit that lethal coyote control does 
little if anything to address their con- 
cerns, they have no excuse for not 
condemning the killing contest for- 
mat. Wildlife killing contests not only 
seriously harm the image of the com- 
munities where they occur, they also 
provide the public with negative im- 
pressions of hunters and livestock 
ranchers as enemies of wildlife. In a 
recent New York Times article about 
this year's National Coyote Calling 
Contest, Diane Gansauer, executive 
director of the Colorado Wildlife Fed- 
eration, described the problem viv- 
idly when she stated, "Those contests 
give a black eye to hunting... The 
hunters need to police their own so 
the reputation of hunting is not in 
serious jeopardy." 

There is simply no biological, eco- 
logical or ethical justification for in- 
viting hunters to engage in the 
wholesale slaughter of wildlife in kill- 
ing contests. Such reckless and waste- 
ful abuse of wildlife should not be 
tolerated, and that message must be 
communicated to state officials, espe- 
cially to Governor Jim Geringer. You 
can express your objection to wildlife 
killing contests in Wyoming by writ- 
ing Honorable Jim Geringer, Gover- 
nor, State Capitol, Cheyenne, WY 
82002. Also write John Baughman, 
Director, Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department, 5400 Bishop Boulevard, 
Cheyenne, WY 82006. 

Please send a copy of your letter to 
the newly formed Wyoming Business 
Council, charged with economic de- 
velopment in the state. You may want 
to include a message that sanctioning 
wildlife killing contests only thwarts 
efforts to remake Wyoming's image as 
attractive for new business. Their ad- 
dress is: John Reardon, CEO, Wyo- 
ming Business Council, Barrett Build- 
ing, 2301 Central Avenue, Room 
439, Cheyenne, WY 82002. 

For more information on 
how you can help, please 
contact Andrea Lococo, 
f?’t i! y|\ Rocky Mountain Coor- 
•' **• * V dinator, The Fund for 

Animals, POB 11294, 
Jackson, WY 83002; 
(307) 859-8840; 
a 1 o c o c o @ 
wyoming.oom. 
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Forest Robbery 

Two illegal land trades are occur- 
ring in eastern Oregon. The North- 
eastern Oregon Assembled Land 
Exchange would trade over 90,000 
acres of public Bureau of Land Man- 
agement (BLM) land, including old- 
growth forests, for about 72,000 acres 
of private lands, many logged-over. 
The Triangle Land Exchange proposes 
to trade 4,863 acres of national for- 
ests, including ancient forests, for 
7,410 acres of mostly stumplands. 

These stumps for trees deals are being 
arranged by Clearwater Land Ex- 
change — a profiteering venture begun 
with seed money by industry giants 
Boise Cascade and Louisiana Pacific. 
Using the pretense of "consolidating 
public lands" and acquiring salmonidae 
habitat, the BLM and US Forest Service 
are trading away the forested headwa- 
ters of salmonoid streams. 

Clearwater Land Exchange arid the 
BLM have already had a previous land 
exchange ruled illegal by a federal 
appeals court. However, the deeds had 
already been exchanged, rendering 
the court decision moot. 

Your help is desperately needed to 
stop these devastating impending 
trades. Call or write the Inspector 
Generals' offices and insist on a crimi- 
nal investigation of Clearwater Land 
Exchange, their corporate timber 
backers, the BLM and the Forest Ser- 
vice. Demand these corrupt land ex- 
changes be stopped. USDA, Office of 
the Inspectors General, POB 23399, 
Washington, DC 20026; (202) 720- 
8001; USD1, Office of the Inspector 
General, 1849 C St. NW, Mailstop 
5341, Washington, DC 20240; (202) 
208-5745. 

For more information contact the 
Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project, 
HCR 82, Fossil, Oregon 97830. 

Suits Stockpiling for Y2K 

A new survey from CIO Magazine, a 
publication for chief information of- 
ficers, chief executives and vice presi- 
dents of large corporations, shows 
some concern among business lead- 
ers regarding Y2K, the millennium 
bug. Of 330 executives surveyed, 56 
percent said they believed the millen- 
nium bug would not be fixed in time, ; 
while a handful seemed to be plan- 
ning for something more drastic. In 
fact, 10 percent said they planned to 
stockpile canned goods, 11 percent 
were buying generators and wood 
stoves and 13 percent were upgrading 
personal security "with alarm systems, 
fencing and firearms." 

Shasta Shafts Ski Resort 

In an unprecedented action, the 
US Forest Service has revoked a per- 
mit for the construction of a ski re- 
sort on Mt. Shasta because of the 
mountain's cultural and sacred sig- 
nificance to Northern California 
tribes. Invoking the National His- 
toric Preservation Act, Sharon 
Heywood, forest supervisor of the 
Shasta National Forest, determined 
that construction of the ski resort 
would adversely impact Native 
American historic sites on Mt. Shasta 
and therefore should be revoked. 

Never before has a major federal 
project or sponsored project been 
stopped because of its adverse im- 
pacts on Native American cultural 
properties. The victory is the result of 
the work of Save Mt. Shasta and the 
Coalition to Save Mt. Shasta, two 
nonprofit organizations in Northern 
California that have fought for the 
protection of Mt. Shasta over the past 
ten years. 
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The Nakah Whale Hunt 


e 

o 


Killing for Tradition or Profit? 

by Ben White 

For the past two months in the misty northwest corner of Washington State, the 
Makah Nation, backed by the formidable might of the US government, has been 
poised to kill a California gray whale. Just offshore, a flotilla of a dozen boats from 
Sea Shepherd, Sea Defense Alliance, Progressive Animal Welfare Society and the 
West Coast Anti- Whaling Society patrol the rough seas to try to run interference 
for the whales. The situation is as fluid as the Pacific, but as the weather gets 
stormier, it appears unlikely a whale will be killed this year. In a confrontation rife 
with cross-currents and eddies, however, anything can happen. 

The Makah were once the preeminent whalers of the West Coast, the 
only tribe in the country with the right to whale spelled out in their treaty. 
Whaling chiefs were the most powerful members of the tribe and competed 
in potlaches to see who could give away the most bounty. Rigorous spiritual 
preparation was required before going whaling: Whalers dove so deep they 
bled from their ears and lungs, scraped their arms and legs with cedar 
boughs, abstained from sex for months, tied cadavers to their backs before 
swimming like a whale, prayed, sweat and purified intensely. They in- 
tended to clean their bodies and minds to the point that a whale would be 
' w> willing to give itself to the tribe. 

The current hunt is a mixture of traditional and modern. For months the 
whaling team has practiced paddling the Hummingbird, a dugout cedar canoe. But 
in the real hunt, alongside the canoe there will be at least one motorized boat with 
a whaler wielding a huge elephant gun. The gunner will fire the instant the 
harpooner throws the steel and wood harpoon into the back of a gray whale. 

In order to keep protesters away, the Coast Guard has declared a 1,500-foot 
exclusion zone above, below and around the whalers, whenever they launch. 
As might be suspected, certain market forces in the background are mightily 
cheered by the prospect of native people locked in a holy war with greens. 
Natural alliances are being fractured in favor of the concept that all wildlife and 
wild places are commodities. "Sustainable use" and "free trade" are the mantras 
of those now wearing an aboriginal mask. 

A couple of years ago when the Muckleshoot tribe offered to eliminate sea 
lions eating steelhead trout at the Ballard Locks near Seattle, I made a call to the 
Native Fisheries Commission's chief scientist Terry Wright. I asked him if the 
native leaders he dealt with saw sea lions, whales and steelhead as resources or 
as independent, self-aware tribes. "As resources, of course," he said. I realized at 
that moment that an odd inversion of values had occurred. Native people long 
ago gave me a context for my love of this land and her wild families. Apparently, 
some native Americans now see wildlife the way my dominant culture teaches, 
as stuff put here for people to use. Meanwhile, many European imports like me 
perceive wildlife as taught by traditional elders: as teachers with their own 
purposes independent of serving humankind. 

In a 1994 paper produced by the Cetacean Research Institute, Fuzoku 
Nagasaki, a Japanese professor, urged whalers to contact aboriginal people 
around the world and encourage them to revive their dormant whaling 
traditions. Nagasaki's idea was to use the almost universal sympathy for native 
people as a cover for spreading the very unpopular practice of whaling. Native 
people in the United States, the Caribbean and Canada were contacted. A new 
group called the World Council of Whalers was set up in the tribal offices of the 
Nun-cha-nulth of Vancouver Island, cousins to the Makah. They made no 
secret that their start-up funding came from Japanese and Norwegian whalers. 
They argue that if the "harvest" of whales is "sustainable" then there is no 


Showdown in Neah Bay 

by Kris Maenz 

I guess it's true, nature really does bat last. High seas 
and cold temperatures have practically guaranteed 
that no gray whale will be slaughtered by the Makah 
in 1998. Next year may be a different story. 

Early in the hunting season, daily patrols protected 
the mighty leviathan. Most mornings Sea Defense 
Alliance (SeDnA) activists were up before dawn, slurp- 
ing down a quick breakfast and heading out to sea in 
our two little boats to join other protesters. The boat 
trip west down the Straight of Juan De Fuca to the 
mighty Pacific Ocean was beautiful and oftentimes 
rough, passing jagged cliffs, protruding sea stacks and 
unfortunately massive clearcuts. In October, we would 
pass through a gigantic pod of hundreds of harbor 
porpoises on our way to Neah Bay, Washington. 

Some days we would see the canoe and the motor- 
ized chase boats that the Makah plan to use to hunt 
the whales. 

Most days, we just waited, bobbing in our boats 
watching for the hunters and the guns. Every after- 
noon we would break our vigil to cruise with all the 
other protest boats into the Neah Bay marina and 
announce our dissatisfaction with the gray whale 
hunt. On November 1 , this harmless little act of civil 
disobedience turned ugly. 


The squealing air horns 
and loud music of singing 
whales blasting from Sea 
Shepherd's speakers drew a large 
crowd of Makah to the beach. Chanting and name 
calling, threats and mantras followed, and then 
the Sea Shepherd, a group specifically banned 
from the reservation, attempted a shore landing at 
the invitation of Alberta Thompson, a Makah 
woman who opposes the hunt. A melee ensued, 
leaving Sea Shepherd down one zodiac and with 
four arrested crew members. It was never clear why 
the tribal police took the activists into custody, 
but they were certainly vigorous about it, grinding 
one activist's head into the ground. The crowd of 
Makah was crazy with the giddy joy of slaying the 
mighty Sea Shepherd. Women and girls did line 
dances; men unfurled the Makah banner on the 
conquered zodiac; and the boys gathered on the 
docks to throw bottle rockets and rocks at the 
boats, breaking windows and making some seri- 
ous dents. The demonstration lasted all day end- 
ing only when the light of day finally faded. 

We stayed in the Pacific Northwest another 30 
days waiting for the weather to change. SeDnA will 
be back next spring, when the weather clears and the 
whales are once again migrating past the shores of 
the Makah reservation. To get hold of us contact Sea 
Defense Alliance at POB 401, Williams, Oregon. 


difference at all between aboriginal and commercial whaling and that any 
restriction on commerce is racist. For those of us that have been attending the 
meetings of the International Whaling Commission (IWC) for years, that 
pronouncement was immediately recognizable as Japan-speak. 

Documents and personal communication suggest that the direct Makah/Japa- 
nese connection happened like this. Originally, contact was made with a couple of 
influential Makah through their Japanese trading partners. The Makah were told 
that if they could get the gray whale off the endangered species list and wrangle 
permission from the US government and the IWC to whale, they could sell the 
whales for a million bucks apiece on the Tokyo market. What the Japanese really 
wanted, however, was not gray whale meat but a loosening of the aboriginal 
subsistence whaling (ASW) loophole. Since the global moratorium on commercial 
whaling was enacted by the IWC ten years ago, there are only two legal ways to 
whale: scientific and aboriginal subsistence whaling. 

The Japanese have already stretched the scientific loophole to accommodate 
the killing and sale of over 400 minke whales yearly. They want to similarly 
stretch the ASW category to include their own "small-scale coastal" whalers. 
The Makah request was perfect for this job: They have not whaled in over 70 
years, have repeatedly claimed the right to trade in whale products and claim 
no nutritional need for the whalemeat. If accepted, Makah whaling would 
overturn the historical prerequisites of the ASW category, which states that the 
whaling tradition must b& unbroken, that there be no commercial component 
and that there be a demonstrable nutritional need. When the Makah and the 
US delegation came out of the 1997 IWC meeting claiming they had obtained 
a quota to kill up to four whales a year, essentially a third category of whaling 
was invented: non-nutritional cultural whaling. 

In an odd twist, now that the Makah have arguably opened up the ASW 
category for the Japanese, it is clear that no one is going to buy the meat. Among 
whale-eating people gray whalemeat is considered disgusting. Last year, scien- 
tists tested the DNA of whalemeat from Tokyo and found 18 species of whales 
and dolphins (including blue whale!) sold as minke whale but nary a shred of 
gray whale. The Makah ate primarily humpbacks, not grays. Four years ago, the 
Makah snagged a gray whale in their fishing nets and distributed it to the tribe. 
After a spell in their freezers, almost all of it wound up in the local dump. 

Another niggling detail being overlooked is the fact that the Makah have not won 
permission to whale from the IWC. The Makah plan, pushed by the usually pro- 
whale US delegation, dominated the IWC meetings in both 1996 and 1997. The 
first year, the US delegation pulled the plan when it saw it lacked the votes. The next 
year, the debate was fierce, with many countries adamant that the Makah proposal 
did not qualify under the guidelines of the ASW category. Whales are not allocated 
by country but by whale populations. One hundred forty gray whales a year are 
taken by the Russian Inuits, who feed them-to foxes in Siberian fur farms. At the 
end of the meeting, the Northern Pacific gray whale allocation was approved 
(primarily for the Soviet Inuits) with special language designed specifically to cleave 
off the Makah. The quota was given to those aborigines whose "cultural and 

nutritional needs have been recognized." Even though 
the Makah have no recognized nutritional need, 
the US delegation immediately claimed victory. 
Recently, the IWC directorate reiterated that it 
did not give a quota to the Makah. The US 
cannot give itself a quota. The hunt is tech- 
nically against international law. 

Out of fairness, it is difficult to see how 
the US government could have avoided 
pushing for the Makah. They are bound 
by the 1855 Treaty of Neah Bay to allow 
the Makah to whale. But they are also bound 
by the treaty backing the International Whal- 
ing Commission. The political minefield this 
controversy grows from is the uniquely American 
muddle wherein native people are both sovereign 
and not, depending on the circumstance. 

It is a sad irony that the remnants of one recover- 
ing tribe nearly pushed to extinction have announced 
they will kill members of another recovering tribe 
that barely escaped the same fate. If the meat is not 
needed and the purpose of the whaling is the spiri- 
tual renaissance of the Makah, why is it necessary to 
kill the whale? Some Makah say it isn't and want to 
do a ceremonial, nonlethal hunt. All of the spiritual 
preparations would be fulfilled, but when the har- 
poon is thrown it would mark the whale with 
indelible dye instead of sinking into flesh. 

Many who have worked for both native rights and 
animal protection recommend this path of heart. 
The Makah are right in wanting to provide their 
children an alternative to the culture of spiritual 
blindness and escapism we have all been offered. But 
to this outsider it is difficult to see how the ceremo- 
nial killing of a gray whale will bring about a shift in 
culture. The real challenge now is to use this oppor- 
tunity to bring together these two groups so that we 
can clearly put forth the concept that this land is 
alive and sacred, and that her communities must be 
defended from the "sustainable use" machine that 
threatens to eat up the world. We really have little 



choice. We need each other. 
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by Monica Wilson 

On October 1 7 hundreds of people 
gathered to watch an oil pipeline ooz- 
ing black crude across farmlands and 
waterways, a common occurrence in 
the Niger River Delta. Some people 
were carrying buckets of water from 
the nearby river, and others were 
scrambling to scoop up the precious 
resource that has brought devastation 
to their land. In Nigeria, a country 
where extreme fuel shortages cause 
cars to wait in gas station lines for 
days, a few containers of oil sold on 
the black market can substantially 
supplement poverty-level incomes. 
This was the third day of the spill. 

As more came, the oil spill, covering 
an area the size of a football field near 
the town of Jesse, exploded into a 
deadly inferno. Something, possibly a 
match or spark, ignited the petroleum- 
soaked surroundings and people. Over 
700 people were burned alive, hun- 
dreds more injured, and acres 
of farmland and fishing areas 
were destroyed. Shortly be- 
fore the explosion, a Shell 
Nigeria helicopter flew over 
the spill site, and Shell em- 
ployees yelled at the gath- 
ered people to stop collecting 
oil. But Shell and the Nige- 
rian government did noth- 
ing to stop the spewing mess. 

The explosion in the Niger 
Delta is only the latest in a 
series of tragedies to strike the 
region. Most are caused by 
negligence and gross disregard 
for people and the environ- 
ment on the part of the mul- 
tinational oil corporations, the 
Nigerian government and the 
largest customers of Nigeria's 
petroleum: influential, indus- 
trialized nations, including 
the United States and the 
United Kingdom. 

Oil Flow Shutdowns 

The recent escalation of ethnic ten- 
sion between two major groups, the 
I jaws and the Itsekiris, exacerbates 
the delta crisis. Officially, the leaders 
of both groups have settled the dis- 
pute. However, factions of both are 
worried that the government and the 
oil companies have had undue influ- 
ence, perhaps through bribery. In a 
violent escalation of the conflict, Ijaw 
youths razed the Itsekiri ancestral 
home in late October, killing a num- 
ber of residents. 

Since early October, Ijaw youths 
have succeeded in shutting off up to 
a third of Nigeria's oil flow, demand- 
ing economic and environmental jus- 
tice and autonomy. In the ninth week 
of numerous drilling platform occu- 
pations, oil flow station shutdowns 
and production site takeovers, the 
armed youths are now facing in- 
creased Nigerian military presence. 
By November 20, Nigeria had lost 
approximately US$1.25 billion from 
the protests. The companies, prima- 
rily Shell and Chevron, had lost mil- 
lions more. The government and oil 
companies want to resume full op- 
erations, and the Washington Post re- 
cently reported that Nigerian troops 
were airlifted to the region. Were it 
not for international attention, it is 
probable that the military would have 
cracked down long ago. 


The Shared Roots of the Crisis 
There are a few underlying roots that 
have helped create the turmoil in the 
delta. First, the lines of African nations, 
and even of modern ethnic groups, 
were manifestations of colonial pow- 
ers and multinational resource extrac- 
tion corporations during the last few 
centuries. These lines were drawn and 


enforced by the Europeans for their 
own convenience and financial ben 
efit. Ethnic differences have been 
greatly enhanced by the divisive tac 


tics of nations and corporations, as 


well as the economic disparity between 
the poor oil-producing regions and the 
opulent government and companies. 
Both the military and oil industry stra- 
tegically split communities and tradi- 
tional allies by giving money, resources 
and jobs to those who silence commu- 
nity resistance, hence the current strife 
among the Ijaws and Itsekiris. 

Second, the flow of oil out of the 
Niger Delta has made billions for oil 


Although Shell operates in 10 
§A countries ■, 40 percent of its 
oil spills occur in Nigeria... In the 
early 1990s, the head of Shell 
Nigeria’s environmental oversight 
team quit to protest the disparity 
between environmental efforts 
made by Shell in countries like the 
United Kingdom and the minuscule 
efforts and clean up operations 
made in Nigeria. 


environmental effects of the oil in- 
dustry or regulate the upkeep of oil 
machinery and pipelines. Similarly, 
the Nigeria section of Shell en j oys the 
largest profit margins of the entire 
Royal Dutch/Shell Group. While this 
is partially explained by the high qual- 


plosion occurred on the third day of 
the spill, suggesting that the lack of 
monitoring systems and the failure 
to promptly close the leak and clean 
the area are responsible for the death 
of hundreds. A NNPC spokesperson 
told reporters, "We are not respon- 



Demonstrating against the military-backed multinationals in the Niger River Delta 


companies such as Shell, Mobile, Chev- 
ron, France's Elf and Italy's Agip, and 
it is the lifeblood of the Nigerian gov- 
ernment. Ruthless in the fight to main- 
tain the oil companies' high profit 
margins and the brutal military's in- 
come, the two together have crushed 
demands for economic and environ- 
mental justice. Weapons supplies, 
transportation and funds are only part 
of the industry's collusion in ongoing 
human rights violations throughout 
the delta. Shell's helicopter presence 
before the Jesse explosion and its trans- 
portation of Nigerian dictator General 
Abubakar to the scene in the 
explosion's aftermath illustrate the 
close cooperation. When the Ogoni 
ethnic group began collectively orga- 
nizing in 1993, succeeded in kicking 
Shell off their land and mobilized 
300,000 people for demonstrations, 
the Nigerian military protected Shell's 
(and its own) interests by forming a 
brutal military task force to silence 
opposition. A corrupt trial of nine 
Ogoni leaders protesting Shell resulted 
in the execution of the activists on 
November 10, 1995 (see EF! Journal, 
March-April, 1998). 

Third, environmental devastation 
in the Niger River Delta is among the 
worst in the world's oil-producing 
regions. As long as the government 
continues to have money, it has no 
incentive to responsibly monitor the 


ity of Nigeria's 
Bonny Light crude, 
the results of cutting 
corners to create 
enormous profits 
are illustrated in 
Shell Nigeria's oil 
spill record: Al- 
though Shell oper- 
110 

countries, 40 per- 
cent of its oil spills 
occur in Nigeria. 
Pipelines are laid 
above ground to 
save expenses. In 
the early 1990s, the 
head of Shell 
Nigeria's environ- 
mental oversight 
team quit to protest the disparity be- 
tween environmental efforts made 
by Shell in countries like the United 
Kingdom, and the minuscule efforts 
and cleanup operations made in Ni- 
geria. The comfortable living situa- 
tions of oil industry employees in the 
field contrast greatly with the pov- 
erty of surrounding communities 
which rarely have electricity, clean 
drinking water, and basic health and 
education systems. 

Mismanagement and neglect pun- 
ish not only those in the southern 
delta region; they led to Nigeria's 
decline from the world's 33rd rich- 
est country to the 13th poorest. In- 
sufficient oversight by the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Company 
(NNPC) has resulted in the complete 
closure of three of the nation's four 
refineries. Thus the world's sixth- 
largest producer of oil is currently in 
the embarrassing situation of im- 
porting oil to meet its own needs. 
Who Is Responsible? 

Regardless of the direct cause of the 
spill at Jesse, the incident tragically 
highlights the economic crisis in the 
region, now drastically compounded 
by the government's refusal to pro- 
vide economic assistance and com- 
pensation for victims and their 
families. The NNPC, which operates 
the pipeline, has refused to accept 
responsibility for the crisis. The ex- 


sible in any way. " Not only did it take 
the NNPC and oil companies too long 
to respond, but 44 days after the spill, 
a former Shell executive reported that 
oil was still leaking at the site. Adding 
insult to injury, dictator General 
Abubakar threatened to prosecute the 
victims for sabotage, a crime made 
punishable by death under the infa- 
mous late dictator, General Abacha. 
In this poverty stricken region, those 
robbed of profit from oil extracted 
under their feet can barely survive, 
yet those who dare try to obtain oil, 
even by capturing spilled crude, can 
be executed. 

What the Future Holds 

The Nigerian military troops react 
violently to resistance: Last May, two 
peaceful protesters on a Chevron oil 
rig where killed by troops shooting 
out of a Chevron helicopter (see EF! 
Journal, September-October, 1998). 
The current shutdowns, which are 
creating heavy losses for Nigeria and 
its multinational oil corporations, 
are compounded by worldwide drops 
in oil prices, making the situation 
ripe for disaster. If the youths sus- 
tain the shutdowns, history shows 
that violent action by the military 
and oil corporations would not be 
surprising. 

The legitimacy of Nigeria's transi- 
tion plans to democracy are funda- 
mentally tarnished by the continuing 
shutoffs and the reaction after the 
explosion. And a few hundred miles 
away, in Nigeria's neighbors Chad 
and Cameroon, a consortium of 
Exxon, Shell and Elf is planning a 
650-mile-long pipeline to the Atlan- 
tic Ocean, possibly with substantial 
aid from the World Bank. With his- 
tory as a guide, many predict that 
the devastation and economic in- 
equality in Nigeria will spread in 
western Africa. 

To get involved in the boycott Shell/ 
Free Nigeria campaign, contact Essen- 
tial Action at POB 19405, Washing- 
ton, DC, 20036; (202) 387-8030; 
action@essential.org. 

Monica Wilson is Boycott Shell/Free 
Nigeria project coordinator for Essential 
Action in Washington, DC. 
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by Flaming Angry 

As we all know too well, stories from 
the movement to protect the world's 
old-growth rainforests read a lot like 
the biblical tale of David and Goliath. 
Whether it's indigenous peoples and 
small communities at the point of 
destruction or bands of grassroots ac- 
tivists speaking out against the manu- 
facturing and retailing of wood and 
paper products from the heart of our 
last remaining old-growth forests, the 
struggles call for an array of strong, 
sustained strategies and tactics to 
take down the corporate giants. 

Home Depot is among the most 
hefty of retail Goliaths out there. 
Over $8 billion of its $24 billion 
in sales each year come from lum- 
ber and wood product sales, and it 
has a reputation for systematically 
seeking out and attempting to 
crush locally owned competition, 
often sprawl-mailing into commu- 
nity open space and destroying 
vital ecosystems. 

In addition to carrying plenty of 
irresponsibly harvested lumber 
products from private and public 
lands in the US, Home Depot is the 
world's largest retailer selling old- 
growth wood from rainforests around 
the world. Among the wide array of 
old-growth products the stores carry is 
lumber from the ancient temperate 
rainforests of British Columbia, ma- 
hogany doors and paneling from the 
Amazon, old-growth lauan plywood 
from Southeast Asia, and dowels and 
tool handles of the old-growth tropi- 
cal wood ramin. 

As the industry leader, Home Depot 
sets the tone for the rest of the lumber 
retail mega-giants, and scandalous as 
it is, claims to be an environmentally 
responsible company. If this Goliath 
were to change its evil ways and actu- 
ally discontinue sales of old-growth 
products, the effect would ripple out 
through the rest of the industry. 

So just how do you take on and 
conquer the largest do-it-yourself 
home improvement chain in the 
world, a company that is opening be- 
tween three and eight new stores a week; 
a retail giant with plans to double its 
retail size in the next two years; a 


company with the nerve to pledge to 
cease the sales of old-growth redwood 
and then admit a year later that it never 
stopped and just said it would to "make 
the grassroots pressure stop"! How? With 
a tenacious display of unrelenting 
grassroots pressure, that's how. 

Home Depot got a dose of just that 
during the week of October 14, when 
rainforest activists across the US and 
in two Canadian provinces converged 
on local Home Depots. The week 
started with a big blow from Time. In 



one local student group protesting in 
the morning and another in the after- 
noon. Some demonstrators took ad- 
vantage of Home Depot's mascot 
"Homer," who was spotted in New 
York wielding a chainsaw. 

The specifics of the demonstrations 
were complicated in some locations 
by the fact that, in recent years, Home 
Depot and other sprawl-mall tenants 
have attempted an end run around 
the US Constitution and our freedom 
of speech. Perhaps in anticipation of 
protests and objections to 
their activities, Home De- 
pot, Wal-Mart and others 
have gone out of their way 
to get sidewalks, parking 
lots, crosswalks and all ar- 
eas around their stores des- 
ignated private property to 
restrict public access. 
Home Depot wants pro- 
testers to stand in desig- 


* % 




a two-column piece called "Next Stop 
Home Depot," Time outlined for con- 
sumers of mainstream media the alle- 
gations against Home Depot and the 
activities planned against it that week. 

Then the demos began! From An- 
chorage to Athens, from Hollywood, 
California to Hollywood, Florida, ac- 
tivists from local Rainforest Action 
Groups, the American Lands Alliance, 
Student Environmental Action Coali- 
tion and Free the Planet called on 
Home Depot founders Arthur Blank 
and Bernard Marcus to immediately 
phase out old-growth wood products. 
Activities ranged from small scale but 
powerful scenes in a few locations 
with petitions, postcards and educa- 
tional materials to larger demonstra- 
tions and direct action. 

The civil disobedience was neatly 
distributed across the country, with 
activists in Northern California, Iowa 
and New York locking down to dis- 
plays of old-growth wood products at 
several locations within the store. 
Some stores even got hit twice, with 
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RAN and EF! climbers drop a banner off a crane at Home Depot 
headquarters in Atlanta , Georgia. 


nated free speech boxes, put up a $50 
deposit and give 48-hours notice to 
the store manager. Armed with a re- 
cent Supreme Court case in which 
protesters were given the right to ex- 
ercise their free speech within shop- 
ping center property limits, student 
groups braved security and police at 
Home Depot locations, waved the 
court case and held their ground. At 
some locations they were ejected off 
the property or banished to the far 
ends of the parking lot. 

Meanwhile there was some serious 
scrambling going on at Home Depot 


headquarters. The company called for 
a series of emergency meetings with 
suppliers to address the issue of its 
questionable supply. 

Protests and great local media cov- 
erage continued through the week- 
end, and just when the company 
caught its breath, the volume was 
pumped up considerably by activists 
from the Rainforest Action Network, 
Action Resource Center and Katuah 
Earth First! who hit the Atlanta head- 
quarters with a banner hang off a 
crane used to construct the latest 
expansion. Five amazing activists 
held the crane from before dawn 
through early afternoon, captivat- 
ing Georgia media, which hasn't seen 
too many direct actions on that scale. 
Home Depot's official response? Sup- 
posedly it is addressing its wood pro- 
curement and promises to phase out 
all old-growth rainforest products by 
the end of the year. 

Forest activists 
around the US are not 
holding their breath, 
especially since Home 
Depot has broken 
■§, promises before. In- 
! stead, groups are dig- 
| ging their heels in 
I deeper. With over 700 
| locations apd count- 
| ing, there are plenty 
| of opportunities to 
§ slam the message 
| home that the Oti- 
s' zens of the planet 
demand a real policy, 
one with teeth that 
will protect old- 
growth rainforests. 
The campaign is a heartwarming dis- 
play of what is possible when strong 
student and community activists 
work in coalition to take down an 
industry giant. But the Goliath has 
not fallen yet. What we need is more 
of the same, plus a dose of action 
from the wild EF! community to fur- 
ther take them to task. It is only a 
matter of time so join in and help us 
with the final heave. 

For more information contact 
Rainforest Action Network at 221 Pine 
St., #500, San Francisco, CA 94104; 
(415) 398-4404; rags@ran.org. 


ONSUMER PRODUCT DIVERSITY 

SURPASSES BIODIVERSITY 


For the first time in history, the rich array of 
consumer products available in malls and super- 
markets surpasses the number of living species popu- 
lating the planet. According to an Environmental 
Protection Agency study conducted in conjunction 
with the United Nations Task Force on Global 
Developmental Impact, consumer-product diver- 
sity now exceeds biodiversity. 

"Last year's introduction of Dentyne Ice 
Cinnamintgum, right on the heels of the extinction 
of the Carolina tufted hen, put product diversity on 
top for the first time," study chair Donald Hargrove 
said. "Today, the Procter & Gamble subphylum 
alone outnumbers insects two to one." 

The sharp rise in consumer-product diversity, 
with more than 200 million new purchasing op- 
tions since 1993, comes as welcome news for those 
upset over the dwindling number of plant and 
animal species. 

"Though flora and fauna are dwindling, the spec- 
trum of goods available to consumers is wider than 
at any time in planetary history. And that's some- 
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thing we can all be happy about," Hargrove said. 

Scientists call the current decrease in biodiversity 
one of the worst episodes of mass extinction in 
Earth's history. The rate at which species are cur- 
rently vanishing approaches that of the "K-T Event" 
that ended the age of dinosaurs 65 million years ago 
and resulted in a loss of 76 percent of the world's 
species. Read the EPA report: "The planet Earth 
stands on the brink of one of the most devastating 
global extinctions in history. By the year 2040, 
nearly two-thirds of all current species will be ex- 
tinct. Rainforest habitats that were once lush cano- 
pies of life, sustaining millions of highly specialized 
and interdependent species of plants and animals, 
have been reduced by upwards of 95 percent in 
some areas." 

"Any healthy system needs diversification in order 
to flourish, " University of Chicago biologist Jonathan 
Grogan said. "Any complex system, whether we are 
talking about the Amazon rainforest or the Mall of 
America, needs a rich array of species/products if it is 
to survive. That is why, in light of the crumbling 


global ecosystem, it is increasingly vital that we foster 
the diversification of the global marketplace by buy- 
ing the widest range of consumer products possible. " 

"The extinction of the Borneo hooded tern was an 
indirect result of the disappearance of the native 
species of sea snails upon which it fed," Grogan 
continued. "This kind of vicious cycle, once begun, 
is impossible to contain. Fortunately, though, the 
process can function the same way in reverse: The 
successful introduction of a new item can lead to 
additional items later on. For example, the prolif- 
eration of Love My Carpet-brand carpet cleaner in 
hall closets across America would not have been 
possible without the introduction of the affordable, 
easy-to-use Hoover 5.0 upright vacuum cleaner. 
And thus, the cycle of life goes on." 

"When a species vanishes, the world loses not only 
that species, but the wide range of highly specialized 
physical and biochemical functions that species 
served. These ecological losses necessitate the cre- 
ation of new, synthetic products capable of serving 
the same functions," according to science writer 
David Quammen. "So, for example, when we lose a 
strain of microbe that filters the water we drink, we 
compensate by developing the amazing Brita water 
filter, with its patented filtration technology. 



SELLS ITS SOUL 


by Scott Silver 

Why is the outdoor retailing giant Recreational 
Equipment Inc. (REI) being hammered? What could 
this friend of "muscle powered recreation" possibly 
have done to cause Earth Firstlers, Sierra Clubbers, 
sporting groups, religious leaders, typical Janes/Joes 
and even a retired National Park supervisor to ac- 
tively picket REI stores? Why are REI members all 
around the West tearing up their membership cards 
and returning them with letters of protest? 

Because REI has sold out. Or more accurately, 
because they've bought in! Bought in to the vi- 
sion that there are enormous profits to be gar- 
nered by allowing public lands to fall prey to 
industrial strength recreation. (See EFIJ Mar. -Apr. 
'98, Sept.-Oct. '97.) 

REI has joined the stampede of corporate interests 
racing to stake their claims on the new 
"wreckreation" frontier. While the vast majority of 
these modern day forty-niners are resort developers, 
concessionaires, and those who make, use or sell 
motorized thrill craft, there are a few exceptions, 
most notably REI and the Walt Disney Company. 

While REI is by no means the worst villain amongst 
this unholy cabal, it is however amongst the most 
vulnerable. The other companies with whom REI 
and Disney are in cahoots, companies such as Harley 
Davidson, Outdoor Marine Corporation and Mara- 
thon Coach, care not when a bunch of environmen- 
talists say: "We won't buy motorcycles, outboard 
motors or RVs from you!" But things get more 
interesting when thousands of us tell REI, "We're 
going to buy backpacks and hiking boots elsewhere 
until you quit cavorting with our enemies!" 

Since October 10, seven REI stores have been 
picketed by locally organized protests in California, 

Oregon, Washington and Idaho. The most recent of 
these was held on October 31 in Seattle, where 
activists spent a rainy Saturday marching outside 
REI's flagship store, handing out literature and 
telling their story to the media. 

REI claimed in its news release, "Because REI 
supports the concept of user-fees, we've been tar- 
geted for the protest" . 

REI's right. We targeted it, in part, because of the 
user-fee issue, but we did not target it because they 
support the "concept" of user-fees. We targeted REI 
because they helped create the user-fee program, 
helped sell it to reactionary congress people who 
eventually authorized the program, and because 


ijax*': 
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REI is actively marketing and promoting the pro- 
gram to the American public. 

During one Boise, Idaho, TV station's coverage of 
the October 10 protest, the local store manager 
spoke REI's we-support-the-user-fee-concept mes- 
sage while the following 
text scrolled across TV 
screens in thousands of 
homes: 

"We are proud to say the 
American Recreation Coa- 
lition (ARC) and the Recre- 
ation Roundtable, a related 
group of recreation-indus- 
try CEOs, have invested 
heavily in staff and mem- 
ber time in helping the fed- 
eral agencies covered by the 
fee demonstration program 
with project-level and na- 
tional support and advice 

on sound fee programs. We have arranged for top 
marketing and communications executives from 
Disney, REI and other companies to work with the 
Enterprise Forest fee team in the design and imple- 
mentation of that project; we have assisted more 
than a dozen additional Forest Service fee sites 
with specific communications efforts, enabling 
them to reach the general public and likely visitors 
with fee program information prior to arrival." 

If there remains any doubt that REI and Disney are 
the actual perpetrators of the recreation fee program 
then consider the following quotation taken from a 


the preservation of wildlands and wilderness values. 

This summer REI worked with Senator Slade 
Gorton to sneak an anti-wilderness rider onto a 
"must pass" budget bill. REI is currently brokering 
highly controversial compromises with the motor- 
ized recreation community on the new Continental 
Divide Trail. REI and the other Recreation Roundtable 
members regularly meet with top-level government 
officials to develop national policies and strategies 
that affect all Americans. 

And finally, we are hammering REI to commemo- 
rate its receipt of Vice President A1 Gore's "Golden 
Hammer for taxpayer savings and government effi- 







from the Recreation Roundtable: 

“We are very pleased that the National Recre- 
ation Fee Demonstration, which is the direct re- 
sults of our efforts..." 

That letter was signed by REI's chairman of the 
board and by top executives from Disney, Harley 
Davidson, Outdoor Marine Corporation, Marathon 
Coach and the other recreation industry power- 
houses that make up ARC'S Recreation Roundtable. 

REI is being hammered by environmentalists and 
non-motorized recreationists because it is selling the 
environment down the river while pursuing an agenda 
designed to facilitate maximal sales of recreation 
products and services. We have not called for a 
boycott of REI over the user-fee issue alone. We're 
doing so because REI is adversely meddling in a wide 
range of public land issues of critical importance to 


Freddies sportin' the logo of their new found sponsor at a protest against user fees 


ciency." As part of Gore's "Re-Inventing Govern- 
ment" program, in which federal agencies are taught 
to act like multinational corporate thugs, the Se- 
attle-based Federal Outdoor Recreation Informa- 
tion Center was relocated from public facilities into 
REI's store. The new information center has been 
situated in the most inaccessible recesses of the 
second floor ensuring that anyone coming to pur- 
chase a user-fee permit must first traverse the entire 
store. For REI, the benefits of this private/public 
partnership are obvious. The user-fee program brings 
in thousands of new customers each month, cus- 
tomers who came to purchase a permit and picked 
up a fleece or tent along the way. 

As the recreation gold rush begins, companies 
such as REI are cutting deals with corrupt politicians 
and avaricious bureaucrats. Everyone in these 
backroom meetings understands that there are enor- 
mous profits to be made through commercializing, 
privatizing and motorizing America's public lands. 

We are picketing REI to hurt them financially. If we 
can remove the profit motive from public land man- 
agement, then we stand some small chance of pro- 
tecting our public lands from the hostile takeover 
plans of corporate raiders and guileful carpetbaggers. 

Scott Silver is executive director of Wild Wilderness. 
He has been fighting for undeveloped recreation since 
1 991 and can be reached at 248 NW Wilmington Ave., 
Bend, OR 97701; (541) 385-5261; 
http://www.wildwildemess.org. 


Wolves & Poodles 


A litter of severely inbred bastard poodles in blue masquerading as pepper- 
spraying pit bulls to the Eureka, California, Police Department who win the 
Milk-bonehead of the year award for its stellar performance in handling a serial 
killer who recently turned himself in. The cops chased the killer out of the station 
the first time he came in, barking at him to get out and not return. The erstwhile 
killer had to go home and fetch a woman's breast he was saving in a zip-lock bag 
and bring it back before they would listen to him. 

A spewing poodle to the city of Dallas, Oregon, for planning to use a grove 
of poplar trees to suck up the sewage and industrial waste it wants to spew on the 
community. The city plans to spray the trees with wastewater from a computer 
circuit board factory. It contends the trees will suck ammonia and nitrogen from 
the ground "like 100-foot soda straws" by metabolizing the compounds in their 
wood and will keep the heavy metals and salts fixed in place in the soil. 

A dipped in green, yuppie scum of a poodle showing its 
true colors to the Nature Conservancy for planning to 
develop ecologically sensitive wetlands in Virginia. 
The conservancy told buyers of the homes-to-be that 
they will be able to enjoy the protected waterfront 
and marshes "like members of a country club." 

A back-stabbing, cringing Judas of a poodle 
to the US Forest Service for selling-out to Honda, 
which supplied the Freddies with funds and 
equipment and then convinced Forest Service 
officials to allow an annual dirt bike race on a 
204-mile course through the San Bernardino Na- 
tional Forest in California. 



A fist in the air, no compromise, wrench-wielding Hayduke memorial 
wolf to Guy Jerome Weber for driving a 30,000-pound dozer into Flathead 
Reservoir, Montana. Weber stole the machine and drove it toward the city 
docks, swigging beer and throwing the cans out along the road. He proceeded 
to drive the machine into the water at full throttle. When a passerby stopped 
and asked him why he did it, Weber responded, "Because it fit." 

A flower power, "No Nukes" t-shirt wearing wolf to the German govern- 
ment for putting an end to the country's nuclear power program. The new 
coalition government gave the energy utilities 12 months to propose how and 
when to completely shutdown 19 nuclear reactors. 

A camera-toting, sun glass- wearing, tuxedo-clad Underwolf to activist 
videographers Tim Lewis and Undercurrents director Dylan Howitt for 
recently winning respected film festival awards. Lewis' documentary, "The Last 
Ancient Forests" and Dylan Howitt's, "The Celtic Enemy" won high awards. 
Pleasantly surprised, Lewis, who had never before entered his work in a 
festival, commented, "I never had the postage money before." 

An unassisted, Houdiniesque wolf on the run to the 
two monkeys still on the loose after the largest mon- 
key jailbreak in history. Twenty-four rhesus mon- 
keys broke out of a research facility at Tulane 
University's Primate Center completely by them- 
selves. The center uses 4,500 monkeys to study 
cancer, malaria, leprosy and AIDS. 

A howling, wild and free wolf to the champions 
of the new Opal Creek, Oregon, Wilderness Area. 

On November 9, the final papers were signed and 
28,000 acres were protected, with 12,800 acres in a 
Scenic Recreation Area. The ten-year battle finally ended 
in peace for the ancient forest. 
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Willamette Chip Mill Shut Down 

First-Ever Tripod in the Allegheny 


by Melissa Pfeffer and Peter Chowla 

In response to poor forestry prac- 
tices, toxic releases, insensitivity to 
communities and destruction of re- 
gional forestry economies, Pennsyl- 
vania activists in the Allegheny Na- 
tional Forest region have mobilized to 
fight chip mills in the Eastern US that 
continue to gobble up the already cut 
over forests. With the support of activ- 
ists from around the country, the only 
access road to the Keystone Chip Mill, 
operated by Willamette Industries, was 
blockaded on October 20. Two stu- 
dents held the blockade for half a 
day, while the rest of the 30 demon- 
strators were moved off Willamette 
property. The action coincided with 
Forest Products Week, declared by 
Pennsylvania's anti-environment 
governor, Tom Ridge. 

The demonstrators 
charged the property 
before dawn, carrying 
a 30-foot metal tripod 
that they stealthily 
erected in the darkness 
before the opening of 
the mill. Log trucks had 
already begun lining up 
at the gate, but the ac- 
tivists continued with 
their plan despite dis- 
agreements with the 
truck drivers. Once the 
tripod was up and the 
two students had 
locked down to it, the 
demonstration com- 
menced with chants and songs. 

One student sat in a climber's har- 
ness atop the tripod. Another U-locked 
her neck to the front leg. The coura- 
geous activists held this position for 
more than six hours while state troop- 
ers, county sheriffs, log trucks and the 
three chip mill employees lined up 
outside. The activists refused to leave 
despite threats from angry truck driv- 
ers and employees. 

"I have an open mind, but I am a 
man of convictions," said the tripod 
sitter, when talking with a represen- 
tative from Willamette who came to 
the site. "There are things I am will- 
ing to go to great heights to achieve." 

This was the first tripod erected in 


the Allegheny National Forest region. 
The action followed closely on the 
heels of the first civil disobedience in 
the region several months earlier at a 
regional Forest Service office. This time 
the multinational corporate giant was 
hit by several demonstrations through- 
out the country in the weeks preced- 
ing and following this action, includ- 
ing a demonstration at their head- 
quarters in Oregon. 

The activists, largely students 
from Pennsylvania but including 
forest activists from as far away as 
Oregon and Montana, held the 
demonstration in support of the 
growing national resistance to cor- 
porate monsters such as 
Willamette. Raising a banner de- 
manding, "Willamette: Stop De- 
vouring Our Forests and Our Fu- 


ing and growing where they are, rather 
than being liquidated for short-term 
gain," said Jake Kreilick of the Native 
Forest Network, one of the demon- 
strators on site. 

The overriding message of the day, 
however, was about chip mills. There 



start when, one enraged truck driver 
began threatening videographers with 
a crowbar. 

As morning turned into day, the log 
trucks were forced to turn around be- 
cause there were no signs that the 
protesters planned to leave. Several 
trucks dumped their loads on 
the side of the road before leav- 
ing. The sight of log trucks 
leaving buoyed the spirit of 
the protesters, but they were 
careful to indicate that they 
did not want to hurt or target 
the drivers of the trucks. It is 
■§. Willamette they are after, 
s While the demonstrators 

g 

| were forced to move to the 
| easement of the highway, the 
g two activists who were locked 
n down to the tripod stayed, as 
did two people who were pro- 
viding them with direct sup- 

Sunrise greeting for Willamette pQrt p inally# at around 11:30 

are over 140 chip mills in a.m., after long negotiations with the 



Log trucks backed up after activists said no more 

ture, " the demonstrators showed their 
support of local residents who have 
fought the chip mill as a bad neighbor 
for two years now. 

The level of tension and antago- 
nism between people opposed to log- 
ging in the Allegheny region and 
those in support of it is extremely 
high. Many residents perceive that 
their economy will take a big hit 
without logging on public lands. But 
the activists from the Student Envi- 
ronmental Action Coalition (SEAC), 
the Native Forest Network and Al- 
legheny Earth First! had a decidedly 
Zero Cut agenda in mind. "The 
nation's forests are far more valuable 
ecologically and economically, stand- 


operation in the North- 
east today, with over 100 
of them built in the last 
eight years. The Key- 
^ stone chip mill produces 
| wood chips which are 
| either turned into paper 
| pulp or used to make 
5 particleboard or other 
S wood by-products. 

Each of Willamette's 
chip mills employs only 
six people. Susan Curry, a 
forest activist with the Allegheny De- 
fense Project in Clarion, PA, said that is 
too few new jobs to trade for the public's 
forests. "Outfits like Keystone Chipping 
typically have a local life span of only a 
few years," Curry said, "after which 
they disappear, leaving the resource base 
in shambles and future generations with- 
out clean water, abundant wildlife or 
quality recreation." 

Many of the people on site did not 
agree with the environmental activ- 
ists. With as many as eight logging 
trucks, police cruisers and pickup 
trucks backed up along the road, the 
loggers and employees had plenty of 
time to express their opinions. Their 
attitude was pretty clear from the 


authorities, the two agreed to leave 
the site. They were arrested shortly 
thereafter and charged with criminal 
trespass, failure to disperse and disor- 
derly conduct. 

The escalation of tactics in the area 
highlights the growing demand for 
Zero Cut on public lands, as well as 
increasing public concern over the 
health of the forests. Confrontations 
are expected to increase as Earth 
Firstlers and SEACers vowed to take 
further action against Willamette. 

The forest has had major victories 
in the past few months. Due to the 
discovery of a small population of the 
endangered Indiana bat in the area, 
logging will be at least temporarily 
stopped on the entire national forest. 
Members of the Allegheny Defense 
Project and student supporters have 
pressed this issue against the wishes 
of the Freddies and have forced the 
shutdown. They are now planning 
strategies to make the logging mora- 
torium permanent. 

For more information contact Jim 
Kleissler at the Allegheny Defense 
Project, POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214; 
(814) 764-5763; adp@envirolink.org; 
www.envirolink.org/orgs/adp. 


SOMETHING FISHY AT 
THE DEPARTMENT 

Special agents within the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) report 
obstruction of criminal investigations by agency managers, political domi- 
nation of agency decision-making and wide agreement that their agency's 
law enforcement program is getting weaker and doing a poor job protecting 
wildlife, according to a new national survey released by Public Employees for 
Environmental Responsibility (PEER). USFWS special agents are charged 
with enforcing the Endangered Species Act, the Migratory Bird Treat Act and 
all other federal laws governing hunting and interstate transportation of 
wildlife. Of the roughly 200 agents nationwide, 61 percent responded to the 
PEER survey. 

More than half of the agents related a first-hand experience with managers 
interfering "with an investigation in order to protect a prominent individual 
or powerful group." One third of agents report instances of managers having 
"compromised ongoing investigations by contacting the target" to cut a deal 
limiting or excusing liability. More than three-quarters (81 percent) say 
agency "managers overseeing investigations often inject political consider- 
ations into what should be strictly law enforcement decisions." 

"The special agents of the US Fish and Wildlife Service are the thin green 
line protecting wild animals, native fish and plants from illegal exploitation 


and extinction," stated PEER executive director Jeff Ruch. "In this survey, 
federal wildlife agents are indicting the corruption of their own agency's 
leadership." 

More than 95 percent of respondents agree that expenditures and staffing 
are not sufficient to fulfill the agency's "wildlife protection mission," have 
not "kept pace with the needs of wildlife protection," and are not on a par 
"with the growth in other USFWS programs." More than three-quarters of 
agents feel that the USFWS leadership does not adequately support law 
enforcement while similar numbers say that "hunting groups exercise 
disproportionate influence" over agency decision-making. Only five per- 
cent of agents think that USFWS law enforcement is improving while nearly 
three-quarters think it is getting worse. As one agent in the survey wrote, 
"Increasingly, we look the other way at violations as we realize nothing will 
be done by our supervisors." 

The survey also reflects a deep alienation between agents and agency 
leaders. More than 60 percent fear "job-related retaliation for raising con- 
cerns" about agency problems and less than 10 percent say that morale is 
"good." "Law enforcement professionals of the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
are warning the agency is headed in the wrong direction, for the wrong 
reasons and with the wrong people in charge," added Ruch. "Field agents are 
given suspensions from work for speaking out on the truth of the resource 
issues. This division has gone from agents who believe in protecting the 
resource to agents protecting themselves." 

— Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility 
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Howto Spin the Media..* 




The EF!J proudly presents part two of Brit George 
Monbiot's witty and instructive piece on how to exploit 
the media before it exploits you! 

by George Monbiot 

How to Deal with Journalists who Come 
to Your Action 

The whole media-exploitation process is about 
news management. This is just as much the case 
once journalists get to the action as when you're 
trying to attract them. You've got to give the best 
possible account of what you're doing and provide 
the clearest possible explanation of why you're 
doing it. This means: 

• Make sure the right people talk to the journalists. 
Different people do different things best. Some are 
brilliant at building treehouses or digging shit pits 
but not much good at being charming to the run- 
ning dogs of the counter-revolution. Some people 
will have just dropped a tab of 

acid or have last night's vomit 
stuck in their hair. This won't 
endear them to journalists who, 
in most cases, will be having 
enough trouble crossing the 
cultural divide as it is. 

• Be careful, but don't come 
across as suspicious. Some of 
them will be there to help you, 
others will be there to get you. 

Sometimes the ones out to get 
you will pretend to be out to 
help you. The only real safeguards are to know who 
they all are and who they work for. Some journal- 
ists are notorious for dissing the movement. You 
should find out who the dodgy ones are before the 
action so you'll know to be ultra-careful if they 
turn up. Be friendly towards them, whoever they 
are. Bite your lip. Don't put their backs up even if 
you hate the bastards. 

• Be a tour guide. Take them round the site, show 
them what you want them to see and steer them 
away from what you don't want them to see. Intro- 
duce them to the people who'll get on well with 
them, and keep them away from the people who 
won't be able to restrain their contempt. 

• Be ready to deal with the ones who don't turn 
up. However good your publicity, lots of journalists 
won't be able to make it but might still be interested. 
They'll want to know what's happening and how 
things are going so there should be at least one 
person on site with a mobile phone (whose number 
has been posted on the press release). Journalists are 
suckers for on-the-spot reports, so when they ring 
put some excitement into your voice. 

Being Interviewed 

Interviews and studio discussions are a bloodsport, 
and you, the interviewee, are one of the combat- 
ants. People watch or listen to them in the earnest 
hope that one or other of the participants will be 
gored to death. Like any other fight, you win not 
through brute force but through skill. And, like any 
other sport, there are rules you have to follow. 

• Practice is absolutely critical. If you haven't 
done many interviews before, get someone to pre- 
tend to be the interviewer and give you a hard time 
a day or two before you go on. Find out which parts 
of your technique need brushing up. 

• Be informed. This is the golden rule. Remem- 
ber, this is an information war, and the best war- 
riors are the ones with the best information. Don't 
go into a studio unless you know your subject 
better than the person you're up against. Make sure 
your information is reliable and stands up to criti- 
cal examination. 

• Be calm. However much the issue or your oppo- 
nent winds you up, you mustn't let it show. Gener- 
ally the calmest person is the one whom the audi- 


ence sees as the winner. Your passion and enthusi- 
asm must be tightly controlled and mustn't, repeat 
mustn't, spill over into anger. If necessary, take a 
deep breath before answering the question and be 
polite but firm. 

• Be concise. Have a maximum of three main 
lines of argument. Any more and both you and the 
audience will get lost. It's amazing how little time 
you get. Say exactly what you want to say in as few 
words as possible with clarity and determination at 
the beginning of the interview. Summarise the 
issue in just one or two sentences before expanding 
on your theme. 

• Finish your point. If the interviewer tries to 
interrupt you before you've made an important 
point say, "Just a moment" or, "If you'd let me 
finish." Be assertive without being rude. Turn hos- 
tile questions to good account by dealing with the 
question quickly and then moving onto what you 
want to talk about. A good way is to agree with part 


Make sure the right people talk to the journalists. 
Different people do different things best. Some are 
brilliant at building treehouses or digging shit pits but 
not much good at being charming to the running dogs 
of the counter-revolution. ” 


of the question and 
then show that it's 
not the whole 
story, "Yes, of 
course human wel- 
fare is critically im- 
portant, but that 
doesn't mean we 
should neglect ani- 
mal welfare. At the 
moment, x percent of 
all dairy cows die be- 
fore they're six years old 
because of the terrible 
conditions they're kept 
in." Or, alternatively, 
you may deliberately 
misinterpret the ques- 
tion. "You're quite 
right, there were a lot 
of undesirable elements at 
the protest. In fact, there's an 
urgent need to regulate the secu- 
rity industry properly. Do you 
know that a lot of security guards 
have criminal records for violent 
assault? It's symptomatic of the whole road-build- 
ing industry: They don't care what they do or who 
they do it to." Always bring your answer back 
around to the point. 

• Leave your notes behind. If what you want to say 
isn't in your head, you shouldn't be in the studio. 

• Project. You're not having a casual chat. Put 
more emphasis into your voice than you'd put in a 
normal conversation. It might sound strange but if 
you don't, you'll sound flat and boring. TV and 
radio are all brightness and colour, and you must 
sound bright and colourful to make an impact. If 
you can do it without making it sound frivolous or 
irrelevant, a bit of humour can help a lot to win your 
audience over. Gently satirising your opponent's 
position is often quite effective. 

• Don't hate your opponent — perhaps the hardest 
task of all, but absolutely necessary. If you allow 
yourself to hate them, you'll lose your cool, lose 
focus and lose public sympathy. Regard your oppo- 



nent as someone who has been misled and needs to 
be told the truth. Think of your role as being to nut 
them right, rather than to put them down. 

Following Up 

• Keep up your contacts. Write down the names 
and numbers of all the journalists you meet, and 
make a brief note of what they're like and how they 
treat the subject. Keep the sympathetic ones in- 
formed about your campaign. Share your contact 
lists and experiences with people in other cam- 
paigns: It could help them a lot. 

Complaining 

Activists are treated unfairly by the press more 
often than any other group of people except people 
of color, the poor and asylum seekers. The reasons 
are not hard to divine: We challenge powerful 
vested interests, we are prepared to break the law 
and, above all, we can be discussed collectively 
without any fear of libel, as we do not belong to 
incorporated organisations. 
So, for example, the New 
York Times could claim that 
"eco-terrorist" tree-sitters 
booby-trapped buildings, 
attacked guards with 
catapaults and crossbows 
and dug pitfall traps full of 
metal stakes, safe in the 
knowledge that, as long as 
no one was named, no one 
could sue, even though the 
whole story is bullshit. But 
if it makes the same allega- 
tions about security guards 
it would get its pants sued 
off by the company. 
Redressing bullshit sto- 
ries is difficult, time-consum- 
ing and often very frustrating, 
but sometimes it works so it's 
worth trying, even if it ends in 
failure. If we don't try the 
media will keep doing the 
same thing again and again. 
Here are the options: 

• If you know a lawyer who's 
prepared to work for free and 
the case is a clearcut one, it is 
worth sending a threatening let- 
ter. If it's sufficiently convincing, 
it might prompt the paper or pro- 
gram to issue an apology and settle 
out of court, and a few thousand quid 
for your cause never goes amiss. Don't 
try it without a lawyer; they'll just 
, laugh it off. 

i |JK|k • Write a letter for publication. 

* Make sure it's short, pertinent 

' and not personally insulting. 

Humour and irony are particularly useful weap- 
ons. It is a very long shot but, if you've got good 
writing skills, see if you can persuade the editorial 
page editor to let you write a column. 

• If you can bear to, talk to the journalist who 
dissed you. Be ultra-reasonable and put your case 
calmly and clearly. Just occasionally, she or he will 
relent and write a follow-up piece, putting right 
your side of the story. 

All campaigning is hard work, and exploiting the 
media is just as hard as any other aspect. We've 
tended to neglect it in the past and then wonder 
why no one comes to our actions. Our movement 
needs specialist media workers just as much as it 
needs specialist tree-climbers. The more there are, 
the more clearly our message will come across, and 
the more people will be attracted to our cause. This 
is how small rumblings turn into earthquakes. The 
revolution will be televised, but that doesn't mean 
that it won't also be live. 


...Before It Spins You, Part II 
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MINNEHAHA'S CAMP TWO PINES: 

TWICE AS LONG AS WACO!" PROUD SQUATTERS REPORT 


by Tumbleweed 

Winter has arrived, and we here at the Minnehaha 
Free State are digging in. As we approach our four- 
month anniversary of standing in the way of the 
Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT), 
we have the memories of many victories to keep our 
spirits warm. 

On October 27, "Sagebrush" and "Julio" rappelled 
off the top of a ten-story parking garage in 
downtown Minneapolis to unfurl a 90-foot-long 
banner that read: "City Council: Our Friends Are 
Dying to Stop the 55 Reroute. Hunger Strike Day 
13." Even though the crazy length prevented the 
banner from unfurling completely, the media still 
got the message. The banner was dropped across 
the street from City Hall to make sure the City 
Council did too. Both climbers and two ground 


supporters were arrested and held for the day, but 
the charges against all were eventually dropped. 
Soon after, the hunger-striking affinity group 
announced the end of their strike. 

During the first week of November, the free state 
played host to ten activists on horseback taking 
part in a 150-mile-long Spirit Ride that began in 
Birch Coulee and ended here at the four sacred 
trees used by the Mendota Mdewankaton for 
ceremonies. As they rode over the Mendota Bridge 
into our camp the riders brought traffic to a halt, 
certainly a beautiful sight for all in this anti-road 
campaign to behold. 

November also saw Reform Party candidate Jesse 
"The Body" Ventura elected governor of Minnesota 
(yes, the same man who wrestled Hulk Hogan on 
Sunday afternoons is now going to grapple with the 
problems of running a state). His old high school is 
right down the street. Many in the Stop the Reroute 
campaign feel increased public pressure might 
prompt Ventura to come out against the project, 
and point out the puns and street theater possibilities 
are endless. (Jesse — don't wrestle with the truth!) 

Members of the community continue to support 
us by donating cold weather gear, wood for our 
squatter stoves and by raising their voices at forums, 
which has caused one MnDOT official to complain 
about having to attend meetings where "everyone 
hates me." Over 100 people attended the 
Thanksgiving feast at the free state. 

Unfortunately, the news isn't all good. The powers 
that be succeeded in taking the last tenant's house 
out from under her, and Carol's dream of spending 
her golden years in her home has been crushed by 
the greedmongers at MnDOT. On December 9 we 
are helping her pack and move. We've heard rumors 
that MnDOT will attempt to break up our camp on 
December 10, our four-month anniversary. We are 
preparing for that day by asking the community to 
help us defend the homes and the trees. Our 
removal from the houses would only be the first 
step, the trees would come next. We will be there 
to stand in the way. 

Page 12 Earth First! Yule 1999 


The movement that we have built in the Twin 
Cities around this campaign is amazing. Earth 
Firstlers from the free state have spoken out at 
police brutality demonstrations, Free-Mumia 
marches, anti-war rallies and often ride in monthly 
Critical Mass demonstrations that usually end at 
our camp. We have also had 
speakers at the National Lawyers 
Guild dinner and rallied in 
support of Yellowstone buffalo. 

In turn, activists from these 
movements have come to our 
aid by showing up when the 
police attack us and by coming 
to our demos. There is a huge 
potential in this town for a mass 
movement, revolutionary in 
words and deeds, to succeed. In 
the words of one local 
anti-war activist, "Every 
struggle is connected. 

When we come together 
for everyone else's 
campaigns, we will win." 

We hope that the 
connections we have 
made will be a catalyst 
for a larger, urban-based 
anti-road movement. 

We have not forgotten 
our roots in wilderness 
defense, for we believe that reclaiming our 
streets and revitalizing the cities will result in 
I less sprawl and less suburbanization of the 
^ population. We are also gearing up for 
a possible campaigns in the Big Woods of 
i northern Minnesota, but that's another story. 
We need your help! Please send cold 
weather gear, climbing gear, cash and good 
vibes! Activists are needed here so please 
come to Minneapolis to hang out with our band of 


happy, ragged folk. We've got good food and lots of 
space. We have built a community of resistance to 
the dominant paradigm. Our camp is a blockader's 
playground, with new and experimental lockdowns 
devised weekly. 

Call Governor Jesse Ventura's transition office at 


(651) 297-9500 and tell him to stop the reroute of 
highway 55. Donations can be sent to MNRAG c/o 
Big Woods Earth First! at POB 580936, Minneapolis, 
MN 55458. The Big Woods Earth First! hotline is 
(612) 362-3387. The free state phone number is 
(612) 728-0595. Check out the awesome web site 
documenting our four months here at: 
www.freenet.msp.mn.us/stop55. We also encourage 
you to organize anti-road actions in your neck of the 
woods. Like the little bunny says "You're next!" 


In Defense oF Hie Sacred 

by Jim Anderson, with Bob Greenberg 

My name is Mahpiya-duta (Red Sky) Jim Anderson. I am the cultural chair of the Mendota Mdwakanton 
Dakota community. If it were not for Earth First!, a huge part of our culture would still be missing. The 
Earth First! occupation of Camp Two Pines has changed the Mendota Dakota people's lives forever. 

In August, my tahanshi, Michael Scott said Earth Firstler Bob Greenberg told my uncle Bob Brown, 
tribal chair of the Mdewakanton people, about some trees and a spring sacred to our ancestors that were 
to going to be destroyed by the reroute of highway 55. A few days later when we went to the Sundance 
at Pipestone, Minnesota, my relatives told me more about this place and why I needed to protect it. 

The day after we came home, I received a phone call from my aunt Linda saying the bulldozers were 
coming. "T ahanshi, we gotta go! " I yelled to Michael from the porch to his bedroom window. "We gotta 
go where?" my cousin replied. "Down to Hiawatha, " I said. He said, "MnDOT does whatever they want, 
when they want, where they want, and you're crazy if you think we can stop them. " But soon we were 
in the van. We arrived at camp and were greeted by Earth Firstiers. At sundown we all went to the trees 
for a pipe ceremony. As I carried my bundle between the South and East trees I heard faint chanting. 
I asked Michael if he had heard the chanting, if he had been playing a tape or something, but that wasn't 
it. At that moment I knew this wonderful place was sacred and had to be saved. 

Mendota means meeting of the waters. At this confluence, where the Mississippi meets the 
Minnesota is Pike Island. This is the center of our universe, where our creation story is from. You 
could say it was our Eden. Any interruption of the natural flow of this spring interrupts the spirit of 
the water, the spirit of this sacred place. It is the only thing we have left of our culture. We are tied 
to what our people did in this area. For MnDOT to say that these places are not sacred is a goddamn 
shame, and a goddamn lie. It is the dwelling place of Unktehi the spirit of the underground, and the 
spring's flow to the river is his route to Pike Island where the world began. This water is mni wichoni, 
which means giver of life. We know that this water is medicine, and this area is sacred to our people. 

The four ancient sacred trees we talk about are in the center of this proposed reroute. These four 
trees represent the four colors of man and the four directions. This is how we have always prayed. 
We have had many ceremonies at these trees, and our elders tell us that they were used as death 
scaffolds by our relatives. The spirits of five of our relatives are still in this area because they were not 
repatriated into the ground correctly, with ceremony. They are what called us back to this area to save 
these sacred sites. 

Along with Earth First!, we honor all of grandmother Earth. As I write on the 103rd day of the 
occupation, we still stand firm against MnDOT's wrecking machine. This has changed my life. In the 
name of the sacred White Buffalo Calf Woman, we need to save these sites for future generations, 
for the good and well being of all nations. Aho! Pidamiya, kodas. 



Spirit rider arrives at Camp Two Pines, Minnehaha Liberated Zone. 



Jim Anderson performs a smudge ceremony to welcome the Spirit Riders. 
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by Faith and Roxane 




The San Francisco Mountains ascend 
gracefully from the redrock splendor 
of the Colorado Plateau into vanilla- 
scented, yellow-bellied ponderosa 
forests of legend, from pinon-juniper 
woodlands through a trinity of life 
zones, all the way to alpine tundra, 
home of the endangered Senecio 
franciscanus. Because of these glorious 
sky islands, the desert state of Arizona 
contains six of the world's eight major 
plant communities. The range of 
forests and alpine tundra provides 
important habitat for many species of 
plants, insects, mammals and birds, 
including the endangered Mexican 
spotted owl. These are the mountains 
where C. Hart Merriam (the biologist 
named after the Merriam shrew) 
developed his life zones theory, 
relating altitude to latitude. Almost 
every Native American tribe in the 
region has long held these mountains 
sacred. And like most places of great 
beauty and ecological importance in 
the West, the San Francisco Mountains 
are threatened by a variety of 
development and extractive activities. 

One of the most heinous of these 
activities is mining. On November 4, 
in a surprising move, the US Forest 
Service published a notice of proposed 
withdrawal from mining on northern 
Arizona's San Francisco Peaks. If ap- 
proved, no new mining claims could 
be filed on the 74,380 acres of Coconino 


"And like most places of great beauty and 
ecological importance in the West, the San 
Francisco Mountains are threatened by a variety 
of development and extractive activities ” 


National Forest land that encompasses 
the peaks, and existing claims would 
be subject to a two-year review process 
to determine which are legitimate. 

The Forest Service, which controls 


the land surface, cooperated with the 
BLM, which controls mineral rights, 
to craft this landmark proposal be- 
cause, they say, they wish to protect 
endangered flora and fauna and mini- 


//ir 


I m a Kangaroo" 


The following is from statements given 
at the Southampton Zoning Board of 
Appeals on August 27 by novelist Kurt 
Vonnegut and writer/director Andre Gre- 
gory to protest the construction of a 

66.000- square-foot home by Ira L. 
Rennert, a New York businessman. 
Rennert's home is being built in 
Sagaponack, New York, on 63 acres. It 
will have 29 bedrooms, 39 bathrooms, a 

10.000- square-foot playhouse, a 6,000- 
gallon underground oil tank, a 2,500- 
gallon propane tank and a kitchen with a 
1,500-gallon grease-trap. Rennert claims 
itmeets zoningboard regulations because 
it is a "single- family house." 

Kurt Vonnegut: I'm a novelist. I 
have lived in a house in Sagaponack for 
22 years. The house appears on the 
map in 1739. I restored the house. 
When I moved here, I had no idea how 
pliable the town government was. And 
how humorless, that it would look at a 
plan for a dwelling this huge, just 
visually, obviously not a one-family 
house and call it a one-family house. It 


will destroy Sagaponack for me, where 
I have worked and lived very happily. 
It will cut off use of the waterfront. 
Such an enormous establishment does 
not belong between us and the water. 
And so I'll be leaving. Thank you. One 
more thing. I'm not a human being. 
I'm a kangaroo. 

Andre Gregory: I'm a writer and a 
filmmaker. When I first came here 
many years ago, Sagaponack was a 
one-family community. It was a com- 
munity of farmers, friends and art- 
ists, who had in common that they 
truly, truly loved Sagaponack. They 
loved the land. 

What is happening here can never 
be turned back, if it happens. I beg 
you, I beg you, as a fellow human 
being — I'm not a kangaroo, I'm an- 
other human being — I beg you. Don't 
do this. We can never go back. Shame 
is a terrible, terrible feeling. Let us 
please not be ashamed that we have 
done this. Thank you. 

— Reprinted from Harper's Magazine. 


The hideous White Vulcan Pumice Mine 

mize the "visual degradation" that 
affects tourism and the tribes. The 
Arizona Office of Historic Places is 
working with tribes and the Forest 
Service to list the San Francisco Peaks 
in the National Historic Register as a 
traditional cultural property. This des- 
ignation would increase protection of 
the peaks and potentially throw a 
wrench into the expansion plans of 
Snowbowl, the wicked ski resort. 
Though all of this is a victory for the 
mountains and those of us who work 
to protect them, the Forest Service 
around here is not exactly famous for 
its iron will and unwavering determi- 
nation to do the right thing, so lots of 
public support will be essential. 

Because the Forest Service issued no 
warning of the proposed withdrawal, 
there was no scrambling by mining 
companies to initiate activity on their 
claims, and so it's likely that most of 
the 60 claims will be denied because 
they've been inactive or don't have a 
marketable mineral. During the two- 
year withdrawal, an environmental 
analysis will be undertaken to deter- 
mine whether or not to close all or 
part of the area to mining for 20 years, 
the maximum amount of time that 


land can be withdrawn. After this, the 
withdrawal could be renewed. Asked 
why the proposal is important, Faith 
Walker, of the Offspring of Human 
Parents Recovery Group, quoted a fa- 
mous environmentalist, stating, "It's 
the peaks!" 

Angels are singing on high because 
the proposal could mangle at least 
some of the plans of Tufflite, the com- 
pany from Glendale, Arizona, that runs 
the White Vulcan Pumice Mine on the 
peak's eastern slope and has been a 
scourge in Flagstaff since its claims 
were filed in 1953. This mine is the 
perfect poster child for everything 
wrong with the 1872 Mining Law. 
Tufflite has 320 acres of mining claims, 
many of which will be void if the 
proposal is accepted. Ninety of these 
acres are the towering pumice piles of 
the White Vulcan Mine. Tufflite exca- 
vates down 70 feet to reach pumice of 
proper size for stone-washed jeans. 

Tufflite's White Vulcan Mine has, 
incredibly, been working without an 
accepted Operating Plan (OP) for 10 
years. Mining companies are required 
to submit an OP to the Forest Service 
for approval. For some reason, the 
Forest Service received the OP but 
did not bother to accept it, and so it 
has allowed the company to mine 
illegally for a decade. The mine has 
been cited for violations of the Clean 
Water Act, is being sued by the fed- 
eral government for its refusal to pay 
the Forest Service for the pumice 
that is too small to stone-wash jeans 
with, it has destroyed at least six 
archaeological sites and has a hor- 
rible reclamation record. When asked 
about this company, Roxane George, 
of the Flagstaff Activist Network, said, 
"If lies, doublespeak, and evil could 
be bottled and washed with jeans, 
Tufflitewear would be a favorite of 
Arizona's congressmen." 

It's probable that the Forest Ser- 
vice will find some of Tufflite's claims 
legitimate and allow the company to 
expand. It can't prevent mining from 
occurring on a legitimate claim be- 
cause of the mining-friendly provi- 
sions in the 1872 Mining Law. 
Tufflite now wishes to expand its 
mining operation another 30 acres, 
and the Forest Service will begin the 
Environmental Impact Statement 
process in early 1999. Adding insult 
to injury, company owners have been 
granted a 20-acre patent, which gives 
them the deed to the mined land. 
They want to eventually patent all 
320 acres, which would enable them 
to make much more money than 
they did mining, through such things 
as exclusive housing for the wealthy 
(the latest rage in Flagstaff), golf 
courses, etc. The Forest Service is 
appealing the decision. 

Tufflite is visibly twitching and will 
be heaving all of its ugly weight at the 
proposal so we need you to submit 
comments in favor of the proposed 
withdrawal by February 2, 1999 
(Groundhog Day, appropriately). 
Write Ken Jacobs, Lands and Minerals 
Staff, Peaks Ranger District, 5075 N. 
Highway 89, Flagstaff, Arizona 86004; 
(520) 527-8288 fax; kjacobs/ 

r3_coconino_peaks@fs.fed.us. 
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FrankenMAI Still Lives Tndt 


by Michael Rubenstein 

Lurking in dark alleys, stalking the poor and hun- 
gry, contriving the murder of thousands. Did you 
think I was talking about your run of the mill crank 
dealer? Heck no! Just when you thought it was safe to 
dive back into world economic circles, there it is, 
rising from the depths of hell, the Multilateral Agree- 
ment on Investment (MAI). Back from the dead? 
Nah, just revived from the belly of the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). 
The OECD, composed of the 29 wealthiest nations in 
the world, is back at work finalizing its plans of world 
domination. For those unfamiliar with the MAI's 
innards, here is a little background. This disgusting 
display of rich get richer, poor get the shaft, interna- 
tional law contains several provisions which will 
effectively globalize the investment language of North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and ex- 
pand the Global Agreement On Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) to include the flow of capital. If the 
MAI is put into action, it would wreak havoc 
on bioregions worldwide. 

The "Investor to State Dispute Settle- 
ment" provision would give transnational 
corporations (TNCs) the power to take 
nations to world trade court to challenge 
national, state and local laws and possibly 
collect damages. That's right folks, in the 
near future you may see Shell v. United 
States, or even worse, Shell v. Nigeria. Those 
of you who aren't versed in free trade and 
macroeconomics may be wondering, what 
could they sue about? Well, here are just a 
few of the many possibilities. The "Regula- 
tory Takings" clause could force nations to 
compensate foreign corporations for envi- 
ronmental, human rights and labor laws. 

Say for instance, we pass Zero Cut and a 
foreign-owned corporation is on our pub- 
lic land raising hell, we would have to 
compensate it for potential losses. Ouch! 

Does anyone think the threat of massive 
corporate payoffs could stop environmen- 
tal legislation from even being introduced 
in the future? 

Oh, yes, kids, it gets worse. The "National 
Treatment" and "Most Favorite Nation" pro- 
visions prevent governments from promot- 
ing local businesses over foreign investors 


and force nations to treat all nations the same 
regardless of human rights abuses, environmental 
destruction or labor practices. Two precedents have 
recently been set for the Most Favorite Nation 
clause. Ethyl Corporation, a US-based TNC, sued 
Canada for banning interprovincial transport of a 
nasty cancer promoting gas additive. Canada backed 
down, revoked the law and paid Ethyl $12 million. 
In the US, a federal judge recently declared 
Massachusetts' Burma procurement policy uncon- 
stitutional. The state was apparently tampering 
with federal jurisdiction when it stopped doing 
business with companies invested in corrupt Burma. 
All this spells bad news if the MAI is adopted. 

The MAI also includes a ban on "Performance 
Requirements" that force corporations to meet cer- 
tain requirements when investing in a locality. Such 
requirements have included minimal recycling pro- 
grams, gender equity in hiring, use of a minimal 
domestic content in manufacturing and so on. Basi- 


Cofan Shut Down Oil Well 

While government officials were politely exchanging speeches in Buenos 
Aires at the Fourth Conference of the Parties of the Climate Change Conven- 
tion and talking about the need to conserve the world's forests to mitigate the 
impacts of climate change, a group of indigenous people in Ecuador were doing 
something far more concrete. 

As an action of protest against the activities of the oil industry in their 
ancestral territories, 500 Cofan indigenous people occupied and closed the 
Dureno 1 oil well, near Lago Agrio in the northeastern region of Ecuador this 
October. The well, located only 20 metres away from the water sources of the 
Cofan community, had been polluting and depleting the flora and fauna of the 
area. "We have lived in this ancestral territory, as guardians of this forest, for 
centuries, as its sons and only owners. We have offered land, food, materials, 
work for what they call 'development' and during this process we are just 
getting poorer and poorer and even risking our possibilities of surviving as a 
people," stated a Cofan spokesperson. 

Initially, the Ecuadorian government reacted by sending soldiers to the 
conflict area to frighten the Cofan, stating that it would not negotiate "under 
pressure." However, the government finally agreed to remove part of the 
installations and close the pond; establish a commission, including the Cofan's 
advisors, to make a decision on the closure of the oil well, taking into account 
economic, environmental and engineering matters; legalize the Cofan's terri- 
tory; establish a team, including nongovernmental organizations, to verify the 
decontamination of the rivers that cross their territory; and financially compen- 
sate the Cofan for the damages suffered following oil exploitation. The Cofan 



Nicaragua has lost nearly 60 percent of its forest cover in the last 50 years. Every year, approximately 
| 375,000 acres of forested land is destroyed by commercial logging and the advancing agricultural frontier. 
Deforestation has contributed to the erosion of three-million tons of topsoil and the drying up of 200 rivers. 
Without tree roots to hold soil in place, heavy rains on barren hillsides cause the highly unstable soil to slide, 

| taking with it everything in its path. 

When Hurricane Mitch passed through this November, deforested hillsides were the first to give. 

I In Nicaragua, already the second-poorest country in the hemisphere, almost 3,000 people are dead, 
7,000 missing and over three-quarters of a million are homeless. The extreme ecological damage has 
yet to be measured. 

The situation, as pictured above, is the same in Honduras. According to former Honduran president, Rafael 
Callejas, "Perhaps the greatest tragedy is that many of the deaths and much of the destruction was caused 
by mudslides that were the result of uncontrolled deforestation and therefore could have been prevented. " Less 
than 35 percent of the country is forested, down from 4 1 percent in 1 990. Deforestation is the cause; Mitch 
was the catalyst; devastation is the effect. Over 10,000 people are dead in Honduras and over 1.5 million, 
a quarter of the population, are homeless. 

Action for Community and Ecology in the Rainforests of Central America (ACERCA) and Witness for Peace I 
are sending an environmental justice delegation to Nicaragua in February. To join this important hands-on [ 
investigative delegation, contact ACERCA at POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402; (802) 863-0571; fax 864- 
8203; acerca@sover.net; www.nativeforest.org/campaigns/acerca/index.html. 


where forest will be allowed to regrow. 

The occupation, initiated on October 12 
(anniversary of the Spanish invasion), ended 
on the 22nd, after having achieved its pur- 
poses. The action carried out by the Cofan 
gives them a unique opportunity to reverse 
the damage inflicted upon their people and 
the environment by the oil industry. 

For more information contact Oilwatch 
Secretariat, Alejandro de Valdez N24-33 y La 
Gasca, Casilla 17-15-246-C, Quito Ecuador; 
593 2 230 676, 593 9 700 712; fax 593 2 547 
516, 593 2 527 583; oilwatch@uio.satnet.net. 

— Oilwatch, Accion Ecologica, Ecuador 


cally, the MAI gives cor- 
porations even more 
power than previous 
trade agreements, at 
Mamma Earth's expense. 

Back in April, the ne- 
gotiating nations at the 
OECD threw a curve ball. 
After missing the self-im- 
posed deadline to finish 
negotiations, talks broke 
down and a six-month 
hiatus was agreed upon. 
All of those beautiful ru- 
mors of MAI fatality sur- 
faced immediately, in 
part because the Clingon 
administration spun ru- 
mors to Congress and the 
press that the MAI was 


Deal Must Be Stopped 

dead and buried. But, the six month break was more 
of a, "Let's stop, think about strategy, and come 
back with full force" break then anything else. Slick 
Willie does it again, like the Salvage Rider wasn't 
bad enough. 

The stage was set for intense negotiations to take 
place on October 20. With 90 percent of the MAI text 
agreed upon by all parties, it shouldn't have taken 
much to finish by the new April 1999 deadline. The 
impending doom of the MAI was upon us, but wait, 
Super France to the rescue! France may be a strange 
bedfellow, but after years of nuking the shit out of the 
South Pacific, it did something right and backed out of 
the talks just before they were set to begin. No, France 
didn't want to abandon the idea of corporate world 
domination; it wants to move the negotiations to the 
World Trade Organization (WTO). Negotiations at the 
WTO would be a little better, giving representation to 
some of the less developed countries, however, we 
want the MAI to stay dead, not undergo resurrection 
somewhere else! 

So, here we are, October 20 
came around and representa- 
tives from the 29 wealthiest na- 
tions on Earth gathered to sell 
out to the corporate monster. 
France was still not playing ball, 
and the US was trying to bully 
it into giving the talks another 
shot when all hell broke loose. 
You guessed it, infiltrators at 
the MAI negotiations. Accord- 
ing to an undisclosed agent, "A 
journalist leapt up onto the 
tables at the conference, pro- 
claiming 'the MAI will destroy 
human rights and the environ- 
ment, it must stop!' The OECD 
Secretary attempted to ignore 
the disruption, while its source 
unfurled a banner reading, 
'Wherever it goes, no to the 
MAI.' The British female 'jour- 
nalist' was finally dragged from 
the room by security guards 
who were amused by the ac- 
tion. Meanwhile, a coalition of 
anti-MAI groups held a rally 
outside the OECD, with daz- 
zling spotlights directed at the 
building and deafening drums, 
to ensure that their presence 
would be noticed." Go team! 

Friends of the Earth believes 
four potential outcomes are pos- 
sible. First, the MAI could be 
completed in the OECD and 
enacted worldwide (over my 
dead body) inciting global revo- 
lution (I hope). This outcome is 
not very likely considering 
France's refusal to deal with the 
OECD. The second theory is 
that the MAI could be wrapped 

up in a hurry within the OECD 

with France by April 1999. This 
option would necessitate a half-assed version with 
vital elements of the agreement missing. It would also 
seriously debilitate or at least hinder complete and 
total corporate world domination. The third option, 
even less likely, would be for the OECD to accept what 
they already have as a "set of nonbinding principles." 
Like corporate America would ever let that happen. 
The fourth and most likely scenario is the opening of 
MAI negotiations in the WTO. 

What does all this mean? What do you think it 
means? It's time to step it up folks! Hit the embas- 
sies, call the fuckers, especially Madelaine Albright, 
Secretary of State, 2201 C St., NW, EB/IFD/OIA, 
Washington, DC, 20520; (202) 736-4247 and 
Charlene Barshefsky, United States Trade Represen- 
tative, 600 17th St. NW, Washington, DC, 20508; 
(202) 395-6890. If they won't talk to you, go lock 
yourself to their doorsteps. Raise hell, get the word 
out about this monster. In short, we are in a world 
of shit if this comes down so fight it, now. 
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UPRISING in Venezuela 


break the community's attempt to block 
the construction crews. Three Indians 
were hospitalized. Since then the entire 
route of the power line has been heavily 
militarized by the National Guard, 
which has accompanied the construc- 
tion crews in order to suppress any 
opposition. On September 4, the gov- 
ernment unilaterally broke off sched- 
uled talks with indigenous leaders and 
construction of the power line advanc- 
ed rapidly, destroying large tracts of 
rainforest and savannas as well as a 
significant number of indigenous sa- 
cred sites and subsistence farms. 

In an attempt to divide the indig- 
enous communities, on October 8, 
the government issued "fake" land 
use titles to five of the 34 communi- 
ties affected by the project, an action 


denounced by the Indigenous Federa- 
tion of Bolivar State and the Perma- 
nent Council of Chiefs as "a trap to 
fractionalize our unity." 

The communities continue to pur- 
sue legal means to challenge the proj ect 
both nationally and internationally. 
In addition to the two court cases 
already filed, the federation recently 
filed a third lawsuit challenging the 
bilateral agreement on the power line 
between the governments of Venezu- 
ela and Brazil and is preparing to re- 
quest a hearing at the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights. 

For more information contact Ama- 
zon Watch at 20110 Rockport Way, 
Malibu, CA 90265; (310) 456-1340; fax 
456-0388; asoltani@igc.apc.org; http:// 
www.amazonwatch.org. 


the Amazon. 

In response to the 
protest, the Venezu- 
elan National Guard 
sent more than 40 
soldiers in riot gear 
and stationed a mili- 
tary tank outside 
San Francisco de 
Yuruani, a popular 
tourist destination. 
Indigenous leaders 
say that the use of 
violence by the Na- 
tional Guard is an 
imminent threat but 
vow to firmly hold 
their ground. 

1 According to Jose 
= Luis Gonzalez, the 
1 spokesperson from 
f the Indigenous Fed- 
| eration of Bolivar 
g State, "The Pemon 
5 communities will 
sf continue to peace- 
fully block con- 
struction crews here 
indefinitely until 
we receive a positive response from 
the government of Venezuela. We are 
demanding that the government re- 
sume talks over our ancestral land 
claims and halt the construction of 
the power line through our communi- 
ties until our land rights and environ- 
mental issues have been dealt with." 

Indigenous protests against the power 
line began in July and culminated in a 
"historic" declaration by the Venezu- 
elan government stating its commit- 
ment to legally recognize the boundaries 
of the indigenous areas ( see EF!J Sept.- 
Oct. 1998). Construction projects were 
temporarily paralyzed. However, on Au- 
gust 26, the National Guard attacked 
300 members of the Mapauri village, 
using tear gas and rubber bullets to 


UK Crack Down 


Freshly cut road paves the way for the power line 


A national police unit is being which can recogn 
set up in England to track green crime suspects an 
activists and public demonstra- within seconds. Th 
tions. Among the people to be tar- began a six-month 
geted are campaigners against road in east London, is c 

building and live animal exports, ing 1,000 faces ever 
protesters at industrial disputes, developers say it c 
hunt saboteurs and far-right disguises like hats, £ 
groups. The move follows growing hair. But civil rigb 
concern among police chiefs that warn that the com] 
environmentalists are increasingly cial mapping" sys 
organized and creating an ever- Mandrake may lea< 
growing threat to public order. in wrongful arrests 
Green and civil rights activists Mandrake works 
reacted with anger to the disclo- features on the face; 
sure of the new outfit, which is to by closed-circuit te 
be called the National Public Or- and comparing the 
der Intelligence Unit. They ar- suspects whose pho 
gued that civil liberties and the database. A signal al 
right to peacefully demonstrate whenever a match i 
will be undermined. tem has been tried 

The new agency will include officers policing foe 
three existing police teams. In Watford, but the tr 
southwest England an intelligence out by the Londo 
unit has been monitoring Travel- Police in partnershi 
ers and people who occupy land Borough Council i; 
illegally. While in northern En- has been used on th< 
gland a small team has been log- closed circuit televis 
ging details of hunt saboteurs. The eras and 11 mobi 
Animal Rights National Index, installed along stree 

which lists details of protesters, is East Ham and Stratfi 
already based at Scotland Yard. to the Mandrake cc 
Assistant Commissioner An- Britain's activist 
thony Speed of the Metropolitan vice, Undercurrents 
Police, who chairs the Association Brother-like uses of 
of Chief Police Officers' public or- eras. Local resident: 
der subcommittee, said, "Experi- tion and designed a 
ence shows that the same people which peered back 
are involved in demonstrations— cameras. The police i 

whether it's disruption of building four carloads of offi 
works and motorways, runways, dogs. Undercurreni 
live animals for export, or people getting hilarious fc 
'reclaiming' the streets." cars playing cat am 

John Callaghan, overseas liaison convincing alien tx 
director for Compassion in World cornering the beast 
Farming, the pressure group re- was only a local resic 
sponsible for organizing many When the police we 
demonstrations against the export many resources wer 
of veal calves, condemned the ex- a prank the respons 
tra monitoring of activists. happen. No record ( 

"This is going too far. We are seems the police are: 
constantly being videoed by the they show on the C 
police. I'm worried as a law abid- The £65,000 tria 
ing person that we are coming test for the Mandr; 
under this kind of scrutiny. Peace- veloped by Slough- 
ful demonstration is part of a and Systems Interne 
democratic society. It is part of lead to it being adc 
our rights." forces across the cg 


by Atossa Soltani 

On October 12, more than 250 indig- 
enous residents of the Canaima Na- 
tional Park and surrounding areas of 
southern Venezuela resumed their pro- 
test against the 450-mile power line 
being built to Brazil. The protests came 
one month after the Venezuelan gov- 
ernment unilaterally broke off talks with 
the Indian leaders. For three days, indig- 
enous communities partially blocked 
traffic along the road to Brazil, effec- 
tively delaying construction crews from 
working on the power line. The protest 
is centered in San Francisco de Yuruani, 
the town at the base of Mount Roraima, 
the legendary flat-topped mountain fea- 
tured in the story of "The Lost World" of 


After exhausting all the legal avenues in trying to protect the Polana Biosphere Reserve, the 
WOLF Forest Protection Movement of Slovakia took its protest to the endangered silver spruce 
forests by blockading cutting. When forest workers arrived, they could not start due to the presence 
of SO forest activists at the site. Some were sitting in trees, others were chained around trunks. 
Some blockaded an access road. 

Meetings between forestry officials and activists ended in stalemates. The agency expressed its 
intention to continue logging. The activists responded with their commitment to continue the blockade. 
The blockade continued for another month. 

With some help from members of the Slovak Parliament and letters from three biological experts 
validating WOLF'S statement and objections to the clearcutting, the campaign gained ground. The 
agency in charge finally consented with WOLF's opinion, agreeing that the logging was in defiance of 
the main purpose of biosphere reserves and put off the cutting of 234 acres of native forests. 

To assist the struggle, please refer to the article, "Help Save Them — Buy Your Own Tree!, " in the July/ 
A ugust issue of the Earth First! Journal. Thanks to all of you who have contributed to the project of saving 
the native Slovak forests by contributing $30 US for the symbolic purchase of one tree. The total purchase 
price for our native forest reserve is US$93,000 and US$24,000 has been raised thus far. Your support 
is needed with further contributions. Make your checks payable to the Rainforest Information Center and 
mail them to the Earth Trust Foundation, 201 10 Rockport Way, Malibu, CA 90265. 

Contact the WOLF Forest Protection Movement at: c.d. 27, 082 13 Tulcik, Slovakia; +421-91- 
7789488 (phone/fax); wolf@vadium.sk. 
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Justice for Gypsy 


by Karen Pickett 

What are those stages that grief coun- 
selors tell you to expect when dealing 
with tragedy? Shock, feelings of loss, 
anger, adjustment. Add to those the 
emotions and reactions accompany- 
ing the intensely political nature of 
David "Gypsy" Chain's death at the 
hands of a reckless logger and it gets 
scrambled up. The situation has been 
unfolding not pursuant to those stages, 
though certainly shock, anger and sor- 
row have swept through the activist 
community here in Califor- 
nia, but so has a smear cam- 
paign, more pepper spraying 
of protesters, support from 
some unlikely sources, a re- 
newal of strength and com- 
munity, and a strong, abid- 
ing connection with a griev- 
ing family in Pasadena, Texas. 

Within 24 hours of Gypsy's 
death, a vigil and blockade 
evolved at the site, holding it 
sacred and keeping silent the 
equipment to haul logs out 
of the forest, including the 
tree A.E. Ammons felled on 
Gypsy. The blockade stood 
until the morning of Octo- 
ber 7, when 42 law enforce- 
ment officers descended on the pro- 
testers. In their zeal to clear the area, 
on that day and two days later when 
another group blocked the road, 
Humboldt County's own storm troop- 
ers once again removed the pepper 
spray canisters from their holsters, 
dousing one young woman three times 
as an example to her companions. 

For three weeks our vigil maintained 
four separate lockdown sites, a bipod, 
tripod, and a ridgetop tree-sit in an 
old-growth redwood that served as a 
radio relay and look-out. Hundreds 
came, did lock-down shifts, cooked 
meals and maintained security on the 
highway. The Gypsy Grove Free State, 
the fifth tree-sit in Humboldt County, 
continues to grow, with room for six 
sitters and weeks worth of supplies. 
More importantly, it's keeping Pacific 
Lumber out of Gypsy Grove until jus- 
tice for Gypsy and the forest left on 
that mountainside can be realized. 
The Cover Up 

Pacific Lumber immediately dove for 
cover following Gypsy's murder, at- 
tempting to vilify Earth First! in the 
press and calling on EF! organizers to 
discontinue "putting young people in 
harm's way." It became clear where this 
smear campaign was heading when, in 
an October 14 meeting with Cindy 
Allsbrooks, Gypsy's mother, Humboldt 
County's chief investigating officer Juan 
Freeman said he would recommend the 
district attorney file manslaughter 
charges against the eight EF! activists 
who were with Gypsy on September 1 7 . 

Cindy Allsbrooks brought her in- 
credulous outrage at that news to a 
press conference, her first statements 
to the media since her son was killed. 
Calling the Headwaters area the "Deep 
North," she said, "Nothing prepared 
me for the shock of learning that the 
Humboldt County Sheriff's Depart- 
ment intends to implicate my son for 
his own death. I have been told... that 
they will recommend charging my 
son's friends, the activists who were 
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with him when he was killed, with 
manslaughter. Mr. A.E. Ammons, the 
Pacific Lumber employee that cut the 
tree that killed my son is not even a 
suspect... Apparently, the Humboldt 
County Sheriff's Department has an 
agenda to exonerate the Pacific Lum- 
ber Company." 

Calling the county a "company 
town," Cindy explained in her Texas 
drawl that the investigator's bias was 
unmistakable. "Throughout my whole 
conversation with Mr. Freeman, I did 
not hear one impartial statement. It 


was gung-ho Pacific Lumber, and I'm 
going after the Earth Firstlers... What 
I saw... is the sheriffs are sick of Earth 
Firstlers. They're sick of dealing with 
protesters... There was no sympathy 
for EFlers whatsoever; no sympathy 
for my son's cause whatsoever." De- 
scribing the logger, Detective Free- 
man said, "A.E, Ammons is a reason- 
able man, much like myself." 

Cindy's pre-empting of their an- 
nouncement made it more difficult for 
the authorities to put forth their ratio- 
nalizations for such charges, but every 
twist and turn in this case points up the 
inappropriateness of Humboldt County 
law enforcement as an investigating 
body. Indeed, the list of incidents that 
have gone unprosecuted and 
uninvestigated during the course of 
forest campaigns here is long. They've 
brought snipers out and threatened to 
shoot people; loggers drove a logging 
truck into a crowd, broken an activist's 
nose, assaulted several people, hog- 
tied civil disobedients, etc. The 
Humboldt County Sheriff's Depart- 
ment is one of two agencies currently 
being sued by EFlers pepper sprayed at 
close range in the fall of '97. 

But Humboldt County doesn't have 
a monopoly on civil rights viola- 
tions of nonviolent protesters. In 
fact, it's worth recognizing that, with 
the exception of the bombing of Judi 
Bari and Darryl Cherney and the kill- 
ing of Gypsy (big exceptions, 
granted), the level of violence against 
conservationists has been much 
worse in places other than Northern 
California, like Idaho and Nigeria. 

While the absence of charges against 
the logger has elicited an angry re- 
sponse, the death of Gypsy cannot be 
blamed on one individual. The prob- 
lem is not that loggers have the bad 
seed gene or that there's a "natural" 
animosity between loggers and 
enviros. Gypsy died because a greed- 
driven profit motive seeks a reduction 
in the number of people defending 


the Earth and holding it sacred. Cor- 
porations, particularly large ones in- 
volved in the extractive industries, 
hot on a course to marginalize, 
disempower and intimidate activists, 
whip up sentiment against EF! and 
against activists. That's what puts ac- 
tivists at risk, not "dangerous" protest 
at the point of production, as PL would 
have you believe. 

Who could conduct an investigation 
of David Chain's death that could cred- 
ibly be called independent? While our 
fascist state Attorney General Dan 
Lungren was voted 
out, his office remains 
unfriendly to the pro- 
gressive movement. 
The federal govern- 
ment, which brings us 
the Counter Intelli- 
gence Program 
(COINTELPRO), cer- 
tainly can't take a fair 
!. look. T^ie dearth of 
| candidates notwith- 
* standing, the call for 
§ an investigation in it- 
| self helps keep the 
~ Humboldt County in- 
vestigation that much 
more public. In addi- 
tion, the civil rights 
division of the Department of Justice 
has at least taken note, and the Califor- 
nia Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration is looking into job site 
violations. 

Deja vu 

Working through this situation, 
I've experienced profound flashbacks 
to 1990, when a pipe bomb (a bomb 
meant to kill) was planted in Judi 
Bari's car. Isn't this what we were 
fearful of when we exclaimed, "Jesus, 
they almost killed Judi! That shows 
they'll use lethal force." "Someone 
could get killed!" we said. Yeah. Now 
someone has. While Gypsy's death 
was not as overtly political as the 
bombing of Judi Bari or the attacks on 
the Black Panthers, it was surrounded 
by, immersed in, fed by and caused 
by a political battle that has been 
going on for well over a decade, peak- 
ing in 1 988- 1990, and escalating again 


in recent years. 

The 1990 bombing was part of a 
calculated and deliberate agenda. 
Gypsy's death happened rather spon- 
taneously; the logger didn't wake up 
that morning and say, "Hey, I'm gonna 
go kill me a protester." But the two 
incidents warrant comparison because 
both were promulgated by the climate 
of violence against Earth First! that has 
been bred and fed by Pacific Lumber, 
other corporations and law enforce- 
ment agencies. (That's here in Califor- 
nia. In Idaho, it's Shearer Lumber and 
Forest Service personnel; in Florida, it's 
Procter and Gamble; in Maine, it's In- 
ternational Paper; in Nigeria, it's Shell 
and Chevron.) 

Logging is not a safe job. Mill work is 
not a safe job. That's why they have 
safety standards. Protesting is not nec- 
essarily a safe job. That's one of the 
reasons we have nonviolence prepara- 
tions. We're defenders in a war being 
waged against the Earth and the casual- 
ties can be any species. I'm not suggest- 
ingit's inevitable, I'm contending that's 
why it happened. We're at war. 

Let's neither make a martyr of Gypsy 
nor a villain of Arlington Ammons. 
Gypsy deserves to be a hero, who died 
fighting for what he believed in. And 
while blame needs to be laid at the feet 
of the logger, the bulk of it needs to be 
placed squarely on the shoulders of the 
corporation, no matter how hard it tries 
to shake it off. 

Direct actions continue in the red- 
woods of Northern California. Soon, 
Julia Butterfly will celebrate the one- 
year anniversary of her amazing tree sit. 
She's been joined in that effort by two 
tree sitters, Roger and Nate, local resi- 
dents who got fed up one day after 
watching half their watershed fall to PL 
chainsaws in the last six years. Twenty 
people were arrested in a road action in 
Headwaters on November 16, the last 
day of the comment period on the Head- 
waters HCP. That same day a final com- 
ment was delivered to US Fish and Wild- 
life Service via a 40 by 40 foot banner on 
the side of the capital building in Sacra- 
mento. There's lots more to come. 

Thank you Gypsy for giving your all 
for the forest. We're carrying on. 

To get involved, contact Northcoast 
EF! at POB 28, Areata, CA 95518; 
(707) 825-6598. To get updates and 
find out about other aspects of the 
campaign, call the Headwaters hotline 
at (510) 835-6303. 




by John Seed 

After my shock and sorrow for this 
young man and his family... and my 
anger at the logging companies, and 
my dismay at the police... all of which 
seem to be well addressed by others, 
the thing that comes up for me is this: 

We belong to a species characterised 
by our willingness to die in huge 
numbers in defense of some social 
fiction or other. 


Why is this? 

It must be 20 years since Ray 
Dasmann pointed out: "The 3rd 
World War has begun — it is being 
waged against the Earth." 

Why aren't thousands dying each 
day to bring Time magazine to the 
redwoods? 

Is it because we are so discon- 
nected from our life-support sys- 
tems that we don't really believe 
that this is happening? We can't 


Whether it be a country, a flag, an - believe that things are as bad as we 


ideology, a religion, we seem to be 
prepared to die in swarms, and no- 
one is surprised, and the newspapers 
every day are full of instances. This war 
or that war. 

Yet when someone dies in defense 
of nature, in defense of the very bio- 
logical fabric out of which all coun- 
tries and flags are woven, the matrix 
out of which all ideologies and reli- 
gions emerge, we are shocked. 


know they are? We can't believe 
that after 65 million years we are 
witnessing the demise of the Ceno- 
zoic era? 

I'm not suggesting that more of us 
ought to die, but 1 think if we could 

answer this question, we might be a 
lot more effective in spreading our 

mission, our desire to see the recov- 
ery of wild lands with their full 

complement of species. 



A direct message to the US Fish and Wildlife Service regarding the Headwaters' HCP 




Workers Strike Maxxam 


by Darryl Cherney 

The United Steelworkers of America 
(USWA) are striking against Maxxam 
Corporation's Kaiser Aluminum in 
five plants around the country, while 
Charles Hurwitz, the chairman of 
Maxxam, is about to receive $500 
million, tens of millions in tax breaks 
and 8,500 acres of prime forestland 
from the federal government in ex- 
change for a mere 7,500 acres of Head- 
waters forest, half of which is clearcut. 
Should Hurwitz get this money, he 
would have a war chest to outlast thfe’ 
striking steelworkers. 

There is one more hoop Hurwitz 
has to jump through before he gets 
his dough, however. He needs an ap- 
proved Habitat Conservation Plan 
(HCP). An HCP is a major loophole to 
the Endangered Species Act (ESA). 
HCPs allow the massive killing of 
endangered species on a certain land 
holding in exchange for setting aside 
a small parcel elsewhere that is al- 
ways biologically inadequate to pre- 
serve much of anything. 

Before the public comment about 
the HCP ended on November 1 5, USWA 


members decided they had some- 
thing in common with Headwaters 
forest activists and sent a thousand 
letters to the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service demanding that Hurwitz be 
denied his HCP. Common ground 
was found in this historical alliance 
between labor unionists and envi- 
ronmentalists. 

Steelworkers have also taken notice 
of Charles Hurwitz and Maxxam 's failed 
Savings and Loan, which cost taxpay- 
ers $ 1.6 billion to bail out. Hurwitz and 
company currently face a court pro- 
ceeding in which billions of dollars are 
at stake. Environmentalists want 
Hurwitz to lose the big bucks so he will 
consider trading his Headwaters hold- 
ings as a "debt for nature" swap. Steel- 
workers don't want Hurwitz to be let 
off the hook in a "pennies on the 
dollar" out-of-court settlement. Steel- 
workers, along with environmental- 
ists, are petitioning the banking regu- 
lators to force Hurwitz to pay the full 
amount he owes. 

There is a third important piece of 
common ground. Environmentalists 
appreciate unions because they give 
workers a voice. Unions guarantee 


that workers have freedom of speech 
and assembly. 

One hundred and fifty members of 
the USWA will soon be traveling to 
Humboldt County to dialogue with 
Pacific Lumber workers and local ac- 
tivists. This unprecedented and his- 
toric event will allow two sets of 
Maxxam factory workers, one union- 
ized and one not, to meet. 

The sight of 150 steelworkers in 
Scotia should brin g the fear of God 
into Charles Hurwitz and offer the 
union additional leverage in its nego- 
tiations. It could also stave off some of 
the scabbing that Pacific Lumber em- 
ployees are engaging in. A union at 
Pacific Lumber would offer workers a 
voice they do not have now. With a 
woodworkers' voice in place in 
Humboldt County, peace talks be- 
tween enviros and timber workers 
could begin in earnest. 

Wouldn't it be something? Hurwitz 
and Maxxam try to break the steel- 
workers union but instead get an addi- 
tional umon at Pacific Lumber in- 
stead. Instant karma. The notion is 
one to savor. Judi Bari must be smiling 
down upon us now. 


Pacific Lumber’s License Yanked 


by Lobelia 

On November 9, the California De- 
partment of Forestry (CDF) revoked 
Pacific Lumber's (PL) license to log. PL, 
a subsidiary of Maxxam, has been cited 
more than 300 times for violations of 
the California Forest Practices Act since 
1995 and had been operating on a 
provisional license since last Decem- 
ber. Two of the most recent violations 
occurred at the Grizzly Creek site where 
EF! activist David "Gypsy" Chain was 
killed as he attempted to halt PL's ille- 
gal logging in the area. 

Initially this seemed like a victory for 
forest activists. The revocation may 
have a powerful affect on approval of 
the Pacific Lumber Habitat Conserva- 
tion Plan (the Headwaters HCP). As the 
Headwaters courtroom champion En- 
vironmental Protection Information 
Center states, now, "If the agencies try 
to say that they can trust PL with a 50- 
year permit to kill endangered species, 
they can expect to see us in court." 

This moral victory is in some ways no 
more than a cypher, however. The li- 
cense revocation only affects those PL 
logging plans that name the company 
as the "official licensed timber opera- 
tor. " Since about half of the company's 
logging operations are contracted out 
to independent loggers with individual 
licenses, none of these operations were 
suspended. PL will very likely try to 
amend the plans that were shut down 
so logging can continue under a 
contractor's license. 

After CDF yanked PL's license, 180 
PL woods workers received pink slips. 
It hardly seems fair that the working 
people at the bottom of the PL hierar- 
chy should have to pay the price for 
their bosses' cynical decisions, given 
that PL's practice of routinely violat- 
ing environmental laws seems to be 
management policy under Maxxam. 
The suspension of PL's license was 
both deserved and significant, but 
the people who instructed subordi- 
nates to break the law have essen- 


tially gone unpunished. Real changes 
in the company's practices will prob- 
ably only come about when manage- 
ment itself feels the consequences of 
its decisions. One thing to hope for — 
and to work for — is that their con- 
tempt for the law results in the col- 
lapse of the Headwaters agreement. 

California Governor-elect Gray 
Davis recently appointed Barry 
Munitz to head his transition team. 
Munitz is a former Maxxam director 
and a co-defendant in the federal 
government's litigation against 
Maxxam. Munitz was the chief ex- 
ecutive officer of United Financial 


Group, which wholly owned United 
Savings Association of Texas, the sav- 
ings and loan that failed, allegedly 
because of the illegal actions of 
Munitz, Charles Hurwitz and two 
other Maxxam directors. 

Munitz is responsible Tor assisting 
Davis in budget and policy develop- 
ment, as well as recommending ap- 
pointments to nearly 2,000 positions 
in state government, including the 
state Board of Forestry. Outraged? 
Contact Gray Davis, State Capitol 
Room 1114, Sacramento, CA 95814; 
(916) 445-8994; fax 327-4998; 
graydavis@ltg.ca.gov. 


PEPPERSPRAY5UIT 


by Dixie Cup and Q-tip 


TossecC Out 


"Justice is simply the interest of those in power." — Plato 
On October 26, San Francisco federal court Judge Vaughn Walker issued his 
verdict in the nationally observed pepper spray lawsuit with the words, "The 
uncontroverted evidence presented at trial unequivocally supports the conclu- 
sion that the officers acted reasonably in using OC (pepper spray) as a pain 
compliance technique in arresting plaintiffs." 

After an August trial resulted in a hung jury, plaintiffs were scheduled for a retrial 
on November 16, but instead Walker threw the civil rights suit out of court and 
ordered the plaintiffs to pay the defendants' legal costs. Walker's decision bolsters 
an alarming trend of institutionalized civil rights violations. Peace Officers Stan- 
dards and Training (POST) of California recently approved a report entitled "Crowd 
Management and Civil Disobedience Guidelines." Prior to Walker's decision, the 
POST report aimed to justify the Humboldt officers' actions. 

Although Walker's decision and the POST report stem from forest defense 
actions in Humboldt County, this ruling and the ratification of the POST 
guidelines affect communities of resistance everywhere. In its glossary of terms, 
the draft report defines passive resistance as an oxymoron. "Active resistance" is 
anything that "intentionally, physically and unlawfully violates the lawful order 
of a peace officer." This redefinition game equates all nonviolent civil disobedi- 
ence with excessive force, justifying pain compliance holds and pepper spray 
torture tactics to control it. The report also states, "The application of nonlethal 
chemical agents, including OC, has proven effective in a wide variety of civil 
disobedience situations," and suggests "direct application" as a method. 

The defendants remain steadfast in their commitment to seeking justice and 
have filed a notice of appeal with the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals. Help fight this 
gross attack on nonviolent activists. Contact Northcoast Earth First! at POB 28, 
Areata, CA 95518; (707) 825-6598; spuh_ring@hotmail.com to request the "Stop 
Pepper Spray Torture" petition or make donations to the Pepper Spray Fund. 



Buy-back in the Kalmiopsis 

In early October, 2,000 acres of tor- 
est within the Kalmiopsis Wilderness 
along the Chetco River slated for gold 
mining were returned to public own- 
ership. Phil Wallin of Oregon's River 
Network brokered the deal, which ear- 
marked $3.2 million of federal money 
to Darrell Brown, a local miner who 
holds 18 claims in the area. He has 
also agreed to give up his remaining 
parcels. Brown had alrea dy built a 1 6- 
mile road through the rugged 
Kalmiopsis to access the land. Conser- 
vationists contended that his plans, 
including bringing in bulldozers and 
„ dump trucks to mound and move the 
ore, would have harmed plant life and 
devastated the Chetco's salmon and 
steelhead runs. 

Private Road Declared 
Public for Redwood Empire 

Santa Cruz, CA, resident Kathy Dean 
has vowed to appeal the decision of a 
Santa Clara County Superior Court 
Judge to allow public use of her pri- 
vate road. The "public" in question is 
private timber firm, Redwood Empire, 
which is using Dean's road to log old- 
growth and second-growth redwoods 
in Gamecock Canyon. After years off 
battling the timber giant, she and the 
wooded canyon suffered a major blow 
with this ruling. 

The November 13 decision was 
based on the testimony of two mo- 
torcycle riders who say they used the 
road in the 1950s and 1960s, and a 
woman who said she used to come 
up the road to the canyon as a teen- 
ager to makeout with boyfriends in 
the 1960s. Both motorcycle riders 
were asked to testify by Redwood 
Empire, and one of the men was the 
manager at a quarry that company 
works with. 


Victories in Eastern Oregon 

A few victories have recently been 
achieved for the wildlands and wild- 
life of Eastern Oregon. On November 
5, the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals 
halted "all logging, road building and 
other ground disturbing activities 
within the Tower Fire area of the 
Umatilla National Forest." The court 
stated that "it will reverse the District 
Court and require the Forest Service 
to prepare an Environmental Impact 
Statement.” The sale would have 
logged 30 million board feet from 
4,186 acres of burned and recovering 
forest. The decision marks a huge vic- 
tory for the largest remaining run of 
wild spring Chinook salmon and the 
! healthiest steelhead run in the Co- 
lumbia River Basin. The court ruling 
also stops five other area sales. 

Last month the Blue Mountains 
Biodiversity Project (BMBP) settled 
with the Forest Service over a lawsuit 
against the JOBS timber sale — a strung 
together package of five sales. One 
sale in the Aldrich Roadless Area con- 
sists of steep slopes, incredible biodi- 
versity, old-growth ponderosa pines, 
wolverine and pine marten. Another, 
the Billy II sale, is core goshawk habi- 
tat that lies between Aldrich and the 
Strawberry Wilderness and acts as an 
important wildlife corridor for mar- 
ten and wolverine. After pushing for 
all it could, the BMBP got the Aldrich 
Roadless Area protected — at least for 
five to ten years until after the new 
Foiesf Plan has been through all ap- 
peals and barring any major "natural 
catastrophe" requiring that any pro- 
posed logging would require a full EIS 
(and another lawsuit!). Five out of the i 
Seven units of the Billy II sale were 
also dropped. Many of the units in the 
three other sales were also dropped. 
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Pacific Party candidate Karyn 
Moskowitz walked onto the stage 
arid took the microphone. 

While the moderator fumbled 
and said that only "serious candi- 
dates" would be allowed to debate, 
a roomful of supporters from Cas- 
cadia Forest Alliance and Oregon 
Wildlife Federation cheered her on. 
Moskowitz took her seat on the 
stage and refused to leave. The 
moderator agreed to give her one 
minute to speak at the end. A City 
Club member threatened to get a 
police escort for several of 
Moskowitz's supporters in the 
event of "any more outbursts." 

Small wonder that a candidate 
such as Moskowitz, who supports 
ending logging on public lands, 
was excluded from the debate, 
which was co-sponsored by 
Weyerhauser. Ironically enough, 
the League of Women Voters, an- 
other co-sponsor of the debate, did 
not support Moskowitz's inclusion. 

During her one minute, 
Moskowitz held up a new $20 bill 
and said that, "This, in fact, is the 
symbol of America today... It’s 
what's keeping me from our pub- 
lic airwaves." 

Moskowitz then challenged 
Senator Wyden to go back to DC 
and introduce a Senate version of 
the National Forest Protection and 
Restoration Act to stop taxpayer 
subsidization of the destruction of 
our public lands. 


Greenpeace Acts for Great 
Bear Rainforest 

In October, four Greenpeace ac- 
tivists slipped aboard the 
Thorseggen, a Canadian ship, in 
Long Beach Harbor, CA, under 
cover of pre-dawn darkness. They 
strung up a large banner reading, 
"Stop Destroying the Great Bear 
Rainforest," and chained them- 
selves to a loading crane. Green- 
peace representatives said the goal 
was to prevent the ship's crew from 
unloading more than four tons of 
newsprint until three British Co- 
lombian logging companies agree 
to stop cutting old-growth trees in 
the Great Bear Rainforest. 


Otter Wing Update 

On October 20, activists with 
the Cove/Mallard Coalition set up 
their fifth tree sit. There were three 
people 80 feet in the air on the 
road being cut into Idaho's Wing 
Creek Roadless Area. The week 
before, sawyers with Highland En- 
terprises had gone into the area 
and cut trees both in front and 
behind the tree village. But, the 
sitters blocked all use of heavy' 
road building machinery from en- 
tering the Otter Wing timber sale. 
The tree sits came down in early 
November due to winter weather 
conditions and the end of road 
building season. 

The Cove/Mallard Coalition has 
been sending a strong message to 
the Forest Service that they can- 
not allow any more roads or log- 
ging in Cove/Mallard, Otter Wing 
or any of the other shrinking wild 
lands in the Northern Rockies. 
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UK EF! Gathering 

by Annie Oakley 

This summer I came to my rope's end over "the hamster 
wheel," or "the cult of nonviolence" as it was referred to 
this year in the Journal. Rather than succumbing to the 
familiar (and strangely comfortable) bitter cynicism that 
tends to hang around our folks, I had the good sense to 
attend the EF! gathering in England. I ventured across the 
big pond groping for inspiration, clues to my own dissatis- 
faction and new ideas. I carried with me sentiments shared 
by many others in our network whose lives have, in recent 
years, virtually revolved around a clumsy application of a 
very narrowly defined political strategy that pretty much 
consists of replicating the same tactics, each time expecting 
different results. 

In the past year, activists from within and without the 
EF! network have attempted to deconstruct and shed light 
on the potential errors of our ways, citing the rampant 
disempowerment, cynicism and fragmentation among 
formerly enthusiastic activists and the general ineffective- 
ness of our strategies (or lack thereof) . It was these internal 
critiques that motivated me to try and figure out what is 
so damn special about "them." 

The primary thing that makes the difference in morale 
and, to some degree, effectiveness in England is the nor- 
malcy and encouragement of militant action and monkey- 
wrenching among EFiers. It was somewhat 
shocking to me coming from such a culture “Strategh 
of paranoia. Their attitude astounded and 
delighted me: "So what if they think we did UlSCUSSWU 


ent, and we believe in our desires. The same is true for them, 
but because they are quite well read in revolutionary theory 
and history (as well as ecological politics), they take anar- 
chy seriously enough to apply it to their strategies rather 
than just their tactics. 

Their political analysis involves a basic critique of 
capitalism and global economics, for which individual 
campaigns like Reclaim the Streets and genetically 
engineered test crop trashings act as "terrains of struggle" 
rather an ends in themselves. This is not to deny that their 
actions have goals. One of my favorite sentiments, expressed 
in the context of questioning symbolic nonviolent civil 
disobedience, was, "Even sabotage is symbolic, and if it's all 
symbolic, it might as well be a radical symbol rather than a 
reformist one." Actions such as throwing computers out of 
Monsanto's office building, pulling up genetically 
engineered test crops in the night and organizing with the 
striking Liverpool Dockers spring from this philosophy. 

British activists take interest in discussing and analyzing 
what does and doesn't work, and questioning contradictions 
and liberalism. They're actually questioning a lot of the same 
things we are, especially in the realms of internal dynamics 
and fostering sustainability in activist communities, and 
they do it out of a seemingly sincere interest in social 
evolution. I witnessed a thought-provoking debate about 
accountable versus covert test site "decontaminations" in 
the anti-genetix Snowball campaign that resulted in the 
"accountable" folks asking some of the critics to come voice 
their concerns to the rest of the campaign. Much of this 


shocking to me coming from such a culture "Strategic monkeywrenching is a major topic of 
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delighted me: "So what if they think we did dlSCUSSlOU Itl England , US Opposed to OUT favorite 

it, there's no hard evidence." And this comes topic — to monkeywrench or not. It reminded me 

from a country with no First Amendment, 
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from a country where the editors of Green 
Anarchist are being tried on conspiracy 
charges for reporting on sabotage. It's 
enough to make one wonder if we Ameri 
cans are waiting till they repeal the First 
Amendment before we start re- 
viving a climate that encour- 
ages nonviolent monkey- 
wrenching. 

I've never heard or seen the 
assertion that monkeywrench- 
ing should never be a tool in 
the radical environmental 
movement's tactical toolbox, 
even from the most strict practi- 
tioners of nonviolent civil disobe 
dience and the hard-core media 
stuntists among us. Yet, the general 
lack of eco-sabotage is noticeable, 
especially compared with the fer- 
vent climate of Animal Liberation Front actions in the 
past year. The effect on morale that militant actions have 
is obvious in Britain. It inspires people and feeds their 
desires. They don't get hung up on the moralism of it 
because they see it as economic sabotage against the 
ruling class, which can be nothing but noble. Peaceniks 
and flaky hippies are the exception rather than the norm. 

Strategic monkeywrenching is a major topic of discussion 
in England, as opposed to our favorite topic — to monkey- 
wrench or not — and they don't shroud these discussions in 
vagueness. It reminded me of what I've heard about "the 
old days" of tree spiking workshops at the rendezvous. I 
explained the history of infiltration in the US (which most 
were already very informed about) and the decision of 
some groups to build mass movements around the name 
EF!, which forced these matters underground and made 
discussing monkeywrenching hush-hush. The common 
response was, "But I thought it's a network of autonomous 
groups." To many UK EFiers this is not an issue because they 
rarely use the name EF! publicly (and are seriously consid- 
ering dropping it) and never as a banner for mass move- 
ment building. 

Their aggressive tactics, from warding off tree evictions 
with buckets of human sludge to daylight office trashings, 
are never overtly claimed as EF!, which prevents the kind of 
pigeonholing we get over here. Also, they often get away 


of what I've heard about the old days of 
tree spiking workshops at the rendezvous . " 
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discussion takes place in the pages of their 
quarterly (sort of) journal, Do or Die. Since 
activists live so close to each other (Britain is 
the size of New England), informal 
strategizing is common, and local groups 
often consist of multiple close-knit collec- 
tives that live together. 

The discussion structure at the gather- 
ing was dynamic, mixing small and large 
group discussions. Topics like "Review 
and Discussion of the Last Year" and 
"Tactics and Effectiveness" fostered 
healthy self-criticism. Questions about 
"What now for EF!?" and long-term strat- 
egy opened up the floor to visionary proposals. 
Many of these discussions were led and struc- 
tured by different local groups. Some groups and 
individuals wrote and disseminated discussion papers on 
timely and controversial issues, which got people thinking 
critically before the larger meetings. International and UK 
campaign update workshops, as well as practical skills work- 
shops, were packed into what little time was left. A healthy 
dose of closed caucusing among the "long-term" core of the 
network (jokingly referred to as "the clique") resulted in a 
decision to hold a winter activist conference for strategic 
discussions among affinity groups and to let the summer 
gathering be more accessible, leisurely and diverse. 

The most striking difference in our styles of self-organiza- 
tion is that British EFiers have spent a lot of time developing 
regional affinity groups and collectives. The result is a kind of 
rapid mobilization of tight-knit groups I haven't seen here. It 
enables them to pull off militant, covert mass actions. It also 
enables activists to work closely in land and housing co-ops 
and practice mutual aid. Public outreach in the form of action 
camps and wide-open action planning isn't as common there, 
but direct action campaigns like Reclaim the Streets, Genetix 
Snowball and The Land is Ours are very accessible and can be 
stepping stones to more revolutionary activity. 

My visit inspired me but ultimately left me with more 
questions than I went with. I find myself rethinking assump- 
tions about the benefit of mass media coverage of direct action 
campaigns and mass organizing in the US. The effects of a 
potential backlash should we see an escalation in tactics here 


before arrest. Their attitude is that property damage is about 
economic sabotage not public outreach so it doesn't matter 
who did it or even why. In this manner, they have succeeded 
in becoming a financial threat that the corporations and 
government have to figure into all future plans, directly 
affecting the decision to cancel the rest of the roads program. 

British EFI'ers are radical ecologists, but they are also anti- 
capitalist, self -organized social revolutionaries. A lot of us 
call ourselves anarchists because we're pissed and disobedi- 


is unpredictable. Britain gave no easy answers. After all, there 
is no Wise Use movement or religious right there, and so much 
of the working class despises the industrial elite. Mostly, I am 
left questioning how we can organize and strategize in an 
ecologically revolutionary way, within Earth First! in the US. 
It's becoming clear to me that a parallel network is necessary 
to foster the seeds of an integrated awareness, where ecological 
direct action and social revolution are not opposing struggles 
and where sabotage is not a dirty word. 


San Luis Resistance 

... La lucha sigue 

Ancient Forest Rescue 

P.O. Box 762, San Luis, Colorado 81152 • (719) 672-3012 • afr@amigo.net 
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Sheriff Gallegos and Deputy Sheriff Benton drag Jeff Schwartz to jail for blockading a road. 


A New Kind of Resistance 

I n May of 1996, several members of Ancient Forest Rescue 
went to San Luis to investigate what was rumored to be one 
of the largest logging operations in Colorado history. They 
were warily welcomed by the locals, but after a weekend during 
which both groups realized their common goal, a group of 
Chicano farmers and environmental activists marched in solidar- 


ity to Taylor Ranch Headquarters to demand accountability. The 
accountability was not forthcoming, so the actions continued. As 
the summer unfolded, police and ranch security saw activists 
and ranchers chained to gates and trucks, risking life and limb in 
various ways, to show opposition to the logging of La Sierra. 
“Direct action” or civil disobedience is a way people can 
express a voice that has gone unheard for too long. 


“Direct action is our way to show support and commitment to 
the community here,” AFR Activist Melina Parrish said. 

Direct action protests have brought increasing attention to the 
struggle for San Luis. The media perks up a great deal quicker 
when “laws” are broken than when a culture is quietly elimi- 
nated. Road blockades have halted logging, discouraged log- 
gers from continuing to work on the Taylor Ranch, and gener- 
ally lifted spirits of those who have felt alone and helpless in 
their struggle for justice. 

Fourteen displays of civil disobedience have occurred since 
the first march of unity in May 1996, and they have resulted 
in more than 60 arrests of dedicated activists from throughout 
the country. Less conspicuous displays of opposition that have 
also sprung up spontaneously throughout the community. 
Automobiles and farm equipment have been known to “stall” 
for lengthy periods of time in the paths of logging trucks. 
Overloaded hauling trucks speed through town night and day, 
destabilizing adobe homes, ruining roads and bridges, and 
leaving the poorest county in the state with more bills to pay. 
A local rancher recently collected hundreds of signatures com- 
plaining about these effects. The county commissioners 
responded by designating specific hauling routes and times, 
but they have been ignored by the logging companies. The 
disregard for the authority of this community only adds to the 
frustration and antagonism people feel her. 

In the summer of 1997, the Jaroso gate of Taylor Ranch was 
blocked and occupied by activists and farmers for 33 days. To 
show their support, community members, and others from as 
far away as Pueblo, brought food, firewood, blankets and 
friendly words of encouragement. The “protesters” never left 
the gate, and maintained 24-hour security. “We were reclaim- 
ing a small piece of the Ranch, such an occupation is unprece- 
dented in the state of Colorado,” AFR Activist Lars 
Ortegren said. 

The person locked down at the Jaroso gate had his hands 
secured in a tube, which was cemented deep in the earth. 
Protesters were also found with arms locked to the axles of log- 
ging trucks, nestled inside abandoned vehicles blocking the 
road, and fastened to cattle guards with U-locks. When hearts 
are invested in a struggle, creativity flows freely. 


38 Years of Resistance 

W hen Ancient Forest Rescue first became involved in this struggle in the spring of 1996, 
we found that most of the leading environmental groups were shying away from the 
issue. We wondered how such an obvious case of ecological devastation and social 
injustice could be overlooked by the rest of the environmental community. It soon became appar- 
ent that the apprehension could be summed up in two words: private property. 

Although it seems that assailing the sanctity of absolute private property rights 
in the US is political suicide, AFR and the Culebra Coalition have not yet been 
ostracized. In order to truly understand this struggle, one must come to know 
how la gente de (community of) San Luis has had its communal property rights 
violated by the Taylor family for so many years. 

In 1844, Mexico awarded almost one million acres of the San Luis valley 
and the Sangre de Cristo mountains to be settled as the Sangre de Cristo land 
grant. Only three years later, the United States won the Mexican-American war 
and asserted its ownership of the southwest. According to the Treaty of 
Guadalupe de Hidalgo, which was signed at the end of the war, the United 
States agreed to honor the property rights of all Mexican settlers in the territo- 
ry. At that time. La Sierra was a commons. The original deed from 1863 makes 
this cIear:“All the inhabitants shall have the right ... to enjoy the benefits of the 
grazing lands, water, wood, and timber ...” In 1864, the first governor of the Colorado territory, 
William Gilpin, bought the unsettled portions of the land grant for $15,000, with the stipulation 
that he respect all claims of the Chicano settlers. 

Beginning in the early 1900’s, ownership of La Sierra changed hands several times, but because 
it was provided for in the property title, communal use of the mountains continued. This changed 
in 1 960 when a North Carolina lumberman named Jack Taylor bought 77,500 acres of the moun- 
tain tract for about $500,000. The land was so inexpensive because of the land grant’s requirement 
to respect communal use rights. Life changed drastically for the residents of the Culebra valley 
with Taylor’s purchase. He erected fences to forbid local access to the mountains and hired securi- 
ty guards, who beat and tortured those who refused to stop visiting La Sierra. 

In 1978, the people of the valley formed the Land Rights Council and began researching and 
documenting their history. The community began to mobilize. Shirley Romero-Otero returned 
home to San Luis after college and began to gather knowledge and strength from the elders in the 
community. ‘They knew more about the mountain than any of the research we did. The elders 


were the books we didn’t have,” said Romero-Otero. She recalls that her grandparents’ generation 
staunchly resisted when Taylor first closed off La Sierra. Not only did residents continue their tra- 
ditional use of the mountains, they cut down Taylor’s fences in order to regain access. 

During the course of their research, members of the Land Rights Council discovered that Taylor 
took illegal actions when he originally removed the peoples rights to the land. In 1981, a class 
action lawsuit was filed against the Taylor family. 

According to Glenda Maes, Community Organizer for the Land 
Rights Council, the majority of those in the community were never notified 
by Taylor that their rights to the mountain were being severed. Although 
the residents were primarily Spanish-speaking, the few notices printed were 
published in English newspapers. Most of the women landowners were 
never named in the action, nor were they served notices. Also, many chil- 
dren who were not landowners received notices, while their parents did not. 
Although there was a hearing held to provide an opportunity for heirs to the 
land grant to voice their opposition to Taylor’s action, the hearing was bare- 
ly advertised. These hearings were held in Denver, at a great inconvenience 
to the subsistence farmers of San Luis, who for the most part were unable 
to attend. Furthermore, there were no translators for the members of the 
Spanish-speaking community. 

In 1992, the Colorado Supreme Court agreed the heirs’ rights had 
been violated, and ordered that the case be heard in Costilla County. A week long hearing was 
held in San Luis in late September 1997, and the judge ruled that the heirs were not duly notified. 
Finally, the case was heard in San Luis in May 1998. 

At the beginning of the two week proceeding.it became obvious that things were not going the 
peoples’ way. The Judge threw out documents vital to the plaintiff’s case. The sleazy tactics of 
Taylor’s lawyers were consistently allowed and encouraged while the polite and justifiable objec- 
tions of the Land Rights Council’s lawyers were met with fines and threats of contempt of court. 
After some deliberation, the judge ruled in favor of the Taylor family. Once again, the justice sys- 
tem has protected the wealthy, at the cost of the people. 

It is not over. An appeal is being prepared, and the dedicated team of lawyers is committed to 
continue the fight. Unfortunately, the unfettered appetite of industrial logging has destroyed much 
of the beloved La Sierra. If and when the people of San Luis regain the right to freely visit the 
mountain, what will be left for them? The land that has sustained seven generations of farmers is 
being destroyed to sustain the greed of one man. 


it 

All the inhabitants 
shall have the right ... 
to enjoy the benefits 
of the grazing lands, 
water, wood, and 
timber .... 

— Beaubien document, 1864 





La Sierra, 


the mountain, the heart 


of the San Luis community 



Culebra Peak, the highest peak of La Sierra, overlooks the San Luis community. Photo scon smith 


T he spine of the Sangre de Cristo 
Mountains stretches about 300 
miles from Santa Fe, N.M., north 
to Salida, Colo. The mountains form the 
eastern boundary of the Rio Grande 
headwaters. Above the little town of San 
Luis, which is almost exactly at the mid- 
point of the Sangres, the ridge rises in 
elevation, forming several high peaks 
such as Purgatore, Vermejo and Miranda. 
Above them all towers Culebra peak, the 
southernmost fourteener in Colorado. It 
is the mountains of the Culebra range and 
the verdant valleys that fall away to the 
west of these peaks that the locals here 
know as La Sierra. There are nine major 
drainage areas that flow out of these 
mountains and feed the Culebra River. 
From the peaks to the prairies, Zachary 
Taylor claims the entire Culebra water- 
shed as his private property; One hundred 
twenty-one square miles to dispose of as 
he pleases. 

North Vallejos Creek is the largest of 
the several drainage areas of La Sierra 
that has not yet been roaded and cut by 
Taylor’s logging juggernaut. The 
drainage area exists today as it always 
has, thickly wooded and wild. The old 
road following the lower portion of the 
creek is just a trail now, washed out and 
grown over. At one time all of La Sierra 
was in the pristine state of the North 
Vallejos. So as you read this, consider the 
watersheds that have been methodically 
deforested in the past few years: Jaroso, 
San Francisco, El Fragoso, Capulin, 
Alamosito, Rito de Aban and El Valle. 

It is important to note that some people 
think the North Vallejos is not pristine. 
Local Chicano farmers from the valley 
below have been using the resources of 
La Sierra for hundreds of years. The 
good health of the forests and rivers are 



silent testimony to their sustainable land It appears that the regular fire regime, 

ethic. which has been largely suppressed else- 

The North Vallejos is a mosaic of where, has remained fairly consistent 

habitats: clear streams, wetlands, hanging here in the North Vallejos. This is evident 

lakes, forests and grassy meadows make in the diversity of the forests. Young 

it a haven for all kinds of wildlife. doghair stands and ancient oldgrowth 

Animals common throughout the Rockies groves lie in close proximity to one 

are found here. The list is long: herds of another. A typical forest in the North 

deer and elk, black bear, bobcat, moun- Vallejos is a community of all sizes, 

tain lion, porcupine, coyote, weasel, 
grouse, turkey, eagles, other raptors 
and all kinds of other birds. Rare 
species like the Pine Marten and 
Goshawk were spotted last year in the 
Vallejos. Locals tell of trapping Lynx 
years ago and sightings of Grizzlies 
persist to this day. The remoteness of 
La Sierra, coupled with the fact it lies 
in private hands, has resulted in a lack 
of biological surveys. One of the only 
studies done here found that the pro- 
tection of the streams of La Sierra are 
the last chance to save the vanishing 
Rio Grande Cutthroat trout. The huge 
expanse of wild country within La 
Sierra prompted one of the nation’s 
leading conservation biologist, 

Michael Soule, to declare La Sierra as 
the most vital forested mountain link 
for wildlife migration between north- 
ern New Mexico and Colorado. 

The forests of the North Vallejos are 
vast and diverse. The lowest eleva- 
tions are sparsely vegetated with piny- 
on and juniper. Higher up, the canopy North Vallejos 

becomes more dense with ponderosa pine shapes and ages. Seedlings grow among 
and white fir. The dry south-facing slopes the herbs and shrubs on the forest floor, 
bear seemingly endless stands of Aspen Young saplings stretch for a place in the 

from mid-elevations almost all the way to canopy of strong and straight mature 
tree line. The cool and moist north-facing trees. Here and there, an enormous old- 
slopes are covered with stands of mixed growth elder towers above all, sprawled 

conifer, dominated by Douglas fir, that out wild and eccentric in its old age. 

give way to Englemann spruce and 
alpine fir stands. 


Anyone who has experienced La Sierra 
knows the printed word cannot begin to 
approximate its splendor. Such vast and 
remote country outside of public hands is 
truly priceless. It is easy to fall in love 
with La Sierra, and that is why Chicano 
and environmental activists from around 
the country have put aside differences 
and united to protect the area. Maybe that 


Photo: Brian Arnold 

is why young Anglos and local house- 
wives alike have locked themselves in 
the middle of the road to stop the log- 
ging. It is because of this intense connec- 
tion to the land that old ranchers, who are 
otherwise tough as leather, have been 
seen weeping over the desecration of 
their beloved La Sierra. 





La tierra y la gente (the land and the people) 


M any of the old timers of San Luis remember the Sanchez fami- 
ly’s sawmill. If someone in the area needed lumber they would 
place an order with the Sanchez mill and the family loggers 
would then go into the forests of La Sierra and fell a tree by hand. All 
the limbs were then removed and the log was hauled down into the val- 
ley by a team of horses. This operation supplied all the lumber needs of 
the Culebra Valley and employed the entire extended Sanchez family 
while only harvesting about 300 trees per year. 

The people of the Culebra river villages have an understanding with 
La Sierra. That understanding of stewardship, and their sustainable 
lifestyle continue to this day. 

When Colorado was still part of Mexico, the ancestors of today’s 
Culebra valley residents were coming north from Santa Fe and Taos to 
settle in the valley. During that time, the people of the Culebra villages 
were devising a living system that satisfied the needs of not only the 
human inhabitants, but also the wildlife of the area as well. Each family 
settled on long rectangular pieces of land known as vara strips. They dug 
acequias, traditional Spanish irrigation ditches, to carry water from 
Culebra Creek to the farm fields. This essential water flowed down from 
the Culebra mountains east of town. These mountains, known here as La 
Sierra, were designated commons land, and fulfilled all the needs of the 
people, which were not supplied by the family farms. Wild game, fish, 
building materials, firewood, medicinal plants and summer grazing for 
livestock are some of the fundamental resources La Sierra provided. 

Corpus Gallegos is owner of the oldest ranch in Colorado. His ances- 
tor, Dario Gallegos, settled on here nearly 150 years ago. “Almost the 
whole community makes a living off the water from the mountain. 
Without it, there’s no way we could exist,” Corpus Gallegos said. This is 
because there is not enough rain to grow crops here. The essential water 
from the mountains, and the community that depends upon it, is endan- 
gered by Taylor’s logging. 

“I could never be here if it wasn’t for the five generations before me,” 
Joe Gallegos said. Joe Gallegos, Corpus Gallegos’ son, lives much as his 
forefathers did. Joe Gallegos explained that the crops grown here have 
always been organic and the beef is also raised without steroids and 
other chemicals. “We’ve always done it that way. We never got into the 
chemical scene.” 

Someone once visited the Gallegos farm and asked Joe if all this land 
was his. He said, “No, I’m just taking care of it.” Statements like this dis- 
play the depth of the land ethic here, and provide a sharp contrast with 
Taylor’s concept of absolute private property rights. 



Joe Gallegos and Rose Mendosa-Green braid chicos, a traditional 
storing technique for corn. 


Taylor’s industrial invasion of La Sierra 


Z achary Taylor claims he has sold every tree on Taylor Ranch so he can afford high-priced 
lawyers to defend him in the Land Rights Council law suit. Considering he is a very 
wealthy man, the truth is more likely that he foresees a potential success of the people in - 
gaining their rights to the mountain back. A good businessman knows to liquidate his assets before 
he loses control of them. Whichever story is true, the fact remains that Zachary Taylor has given 
industrial logging interests free reign in the exquisite forests of La Sierra. 

Taylor insists the logging operations under 
way on his property are sustainable. 

Although he has released very little informa- 
tion about his forest “management,” the few 
figures that have become public bring his 
assertions into question. At 210 mmbf (a.k.a. 
board feet), this is quite possibly the largest 
timber sale in the country. To put this in per- 
spective, consider the nearby Rio Grande 
National Forest. The Rio Grande National 
Forest and Taylor Ranch share virtually iden- 
tical ecosystems. While the Rio Grande is 
225 times the size of the Taylor Ranch, it 
allows the removal of less than one tenth 
the amount of timber each year, and the 
Forest Service is often criticized for 
being unsustainable. 

To support claims of responsible logging, 

Taylor and his minion refer to mildly favorable testimonials of a handful of people he has allowed 
to “survey” the operations. One problem with these accounts is that none of the observers were 
allowed free movement. Each person was chaperoned by Taylor’s paid foresters to pre-selected 
“showcase” cuts. Even if they had been allowed to go where they chose, it would not have mat- 
tered. All of the observers were outsiders without relevant expertise, and none of them were famil- 
iar with the landscape of La Sierra. In short, they were duped. If they had only taken the time to 
consult the locals or Ancient Forest Rescue before their tour, this could have been avoided. AFR 
has collected countless photos, videos and personal testimonials that tell the real story of logging 
on the Taylor Ranch. Aerial flyovers and ground-level reconnaissance by locals and others have 
uncovered rampant devastation. 

Taylor’s payroll foresters would have us believe that the “progressive” forestry technique of 
selective thinning is being employed on the Ranch, while there are rumors of clear-cutting in envi- 
ronmental circles. Both claims are inaccurate. The timber harvest technique most used here is best 
described as overstory removal. Overstory removal is selective by choosing only trees that are 
more than a foot in diameter, which in many cases is almost the entire forest. The resulting eco- 
logical devastation of overstory removal is virtually indistinguishable from that of clear-cutting. 


Imagine the effects on a human community if every person over sixteen years old was taken away. 
When the large mature and oldgrowth elders are cut from a forest community, the remaining 
spindly saplings are no longer protected from the elements. There are areas on La Sierra where, 
one year after being logged, over half of the remaining trees have blown down. At this rate, there 
may be no trees standing in five years. Is there much difference between this and a clear-cut? 

One excuse Taylor’s foresters give for the necessity of the logging is that the threat of wildfires 
need to be reduced. Any tree large enough to survive a fire is cut for timber, 
leaving behind only small trees whose bark is not yet thick enough to protect 
them. Secondly, huge piles of dead tree limbs and woody debris are scattered 
throughout the deforested areas of the mountain. There are slash piles left in 
the wake of the logging operations. Not only do these slash piles provide huge 
amounts of tinder which encourage catastrophic fires, but they also furnish 
prime breeding habitat for tree infesting insects. 

One of the nation’s foremost hydrology experts. Robert Curry of UC 
Berkeley, has been studying the health of La Sierra’s watershed. His original 
reports, compiled before the logging commenced, found the creeks were in 
good condition. Since the timbering operations began, however, there has been 
“significant damage to the watershed.” Curry also said, “there is massive ero- 
sion on the Taylor Ranch, typical of the forest road networks associated with 
logging operations.” In order to access the remote forests of La Sierra, hun- 
dreds of miles of poorly built roads have been hastily constructed. During a 
logging operation, tank-like machines called skidders pull felled trees down 
the mountainside. This process rips open the earth and results in deeply 
gouged gullies in the forest floor. These roads and skid trails are exposing vul- 
nerable subsoil. They are also serving as channels for sediment to wash into La Sierra’s creeks. 

The huge increase in sedimentation is bad news for life in the creeks of La Sierra. Most trout 
and other fish rely on clean, clear water to breath and breed. The fouling of the creeks and endan- 
gering the survival of wildlife is also creating a serious predicament for the farmers and ranchers 
of the valley below. The water essential for nourishing crops is now sullied and dirty. Furthermore, 
the heavy debris is clogging stream channels and blocking irrigation ditches. Most of the landown- 
ers here are just scraping by as it is, and the added expense of cleaning out the acequias several 
times each year adds more burden. 

There is another, perhaps more serious threat to the streams that the agriculturists depend on. 
When the forest canopy is removed, so too is the shade, and the sun’s heat melts the snowpack 
much more rapidly. This creates a rush of runoff in the early spring, and in the heat of the summer, 
the water becomes scarce when crops need it most. 

There can be little wonder why so many people are speaking out against this environmental 
tragedy. Taylor’s logging is destroying an irreplaceable ecosystem and driving one more nail into 
the coffin of this community. 



Photo: Brian Arnold 


Slash piles in Capulin area of La Sierra. 




Fight against Taylor gets personal in N.C. 



Paper mache puppet of Zachary Taylor used in protests, New Bern, N.C. Photo Patncia Coleman 


F or too long, Zachary Taylor has hidden from ongoing 

direct action in Colorado from the effects of his greed and 
genocidal behavior by seeking shelter in his North 
Carolina mansion. Taylor could hide no longer, however, when 
outspoken activists in his community banded together with radi- 
cal social and environmental activists, from both the East and 
West coasts, in his home town of New Bern, N.C. Taylor felt the 
heat from nearly 40 activists who sat on his lawn, chanted and 
shared information with his neighbors about the evil way in 
which he makes his millions. 

Beginning on May 1 5, activists from Ancient Forest Rescue 
and the Culebra Coalition hit the road in a VW van overloaded 
with people and gear, with an eighth of the original budget, and 
bound with one mission ... education. Armed with the newly 
released documentary “Sin Agua No Hay Vida,” prepared 
speeches and the music of folk musician Danny Dolinger, the 
motley crew was ready to spread the word. The story of La 
Sierra reached four states, 1 3 venues and the eyes, ears and 
hearts of nearly 300 people. The crowds were very receptive to 
the issue. Generous hosts gave us roofs to sleep under, food to 
eat and even helped us find free food for the road. And, about 25 
people, who had seen our roadshow, joined us in New Bern to 
protest Taylor. 

Once in New Bern, activists quickly mobilized to build coali- 
tions within Taylor’s community. After giving a copy if the 
video to a local environmental organization, we started receiving 
phone calls from some of New Bern’s most prominent activists, 
asking how they could help. By the end of the day, we had a 
base camp set up with regional TV press making us its number one story for the evening 
news. Taylor’s own community does not think fondly of him, and thus alliances with locals 
were easily built. Taylor’s family has a history of crimes ranging from stealing land to 
treating his employees poorly, so no one had a hard time believing their neighbor could do 
such terrible things in Colorado. By the next morning a new message, on a billboard 
owned by local activist and firebrand Bill Harper, found its way to the side of Highway 70. 
It read: “Zachary Taylor destroys communities from Colorado to New Bern, NC.” The 
response from authorities was quick and fierce. Bill was threatened with a lawsuit, and was 
forced to change the sign to something less slanderous. Later that day, “Zach, Give the 
Mountain Back” replaced the original message. 

The third day gave way to plans of a parade. Although permits had been applied for and 
received, a telephone call from the police chief, the eve before the parade, announced that 
the permit had been revoked. Standing behind their First Amendment rights, 4,000 petition 
signatures and over 100 letters, the activists hit the streets nonetheless. With a street puppet 
of Taylor, as well as signs and pamphlets, they spread out through New Bern from end to 
end only to be met at Taylor’s house by the entire regional police force. Not surprisingly, 
Taylor was nowhere to be seen. 

Another attempt to confront Taylor was made later that same evening with the letters and 
petitions asking him to do the right thing. A small group of people lit 178 candles (one for 
each family that is dependent on the water of La Sierra) and placed them on his lawn. The 
group knocked on the door and waited for an answer, but the only acknowledgment they 
received was the sound of a dead bolt clicking into place. Police were on scene within min- 


utes; and after being hassled and threatened with arrest, the activists headed home. 

On June 15, the fourth day, “Judge” Perricone, in Colorado, announced a ruling against 
the plaintiffs in the Land Rights Council of San Luis. The ruling denied the plaintiffs’ tradi- 
tional-use rights to the mountain. When the group in New Bern heard the news, there were 
some emotional moments, and then the group decided to pay another visit to Taylor. With 
nothing left to say to the man who has hurt so many innocent people, activists stood silent- 
ly, holding candles and letting Taylor wonder what was going to happen. Candles burned 
all night as the protesters maintained a constant vigil in front of Taylor’s home. The morn- 
ing sun rise found the protesters still on Taylor’s lawn, and a new addition on a 25 by 12 
foot billboard outside the town limits. A banner was hung over the billboard’s frame that 
said: “ZACH TAYLOR’S GREED DESTROYS FAMILIES, FARMS, AND 
FORESTS.... call him 919-638-2330.” Taylor’s security and police spent the morning pon- 
dering how anyone could have gotten up there, and how the police would get the banner 
down. Nearly 7,000 commuters saw the message before it was cut down. With the success 
of the night’s events, the group began the long drive home. 

In January and February of 1999, AFR along with locals and other members of the 
Culebra coalition plans to make a return visit to Taylor’s home town. Currently we are 
busy writing grants and working with student groups throughout the Southeast to have a 
more encompassing, better funded roadshow and gathering. We are returning in the early 
winter off-season with hopes of more local participation. Plans are to transport, house, and 
feed everyone with the funds raised. We learned a lot of lessons on the last trip and plan to 
put all our new knowledge into action in order to make the upcoming trip more effective. 


Get involved! 

S o the question may be asked: what hope is there for La 
Sierra and the North Vallejos? The San Luis continues to 
work on a diverse spectrum of angles. From direct action 
1 to litigation, fundraising to roadshows, there is a piece for every- 
I one. In conjunction with education and direct action, AFR San 
| Luis has also been actively pursuing ways to stop the destruction 
| of La Sierra through legal action. We are involving law firms, 

| sustainable forestry specialists and others to attack this issue 
I from several vantage points. AFR’s coordination with the 
| Culebra Coalition and the community of San Luis seems to be 
I galvanizing unity to protect the community’s way of life. 

| Recently, overwhelming state opposition succeeded in prevent- 
| ing an industrial hog facility from being located in the county. 

| In San Luis the 150-year struggle continues, and hope 
| springs eternal. 

| Ancient Forest Rescue is a statewide grassroots collective 
| pledged to preserving the state’s last wild places and sustainable 
| human cultures. We govern ourselves by consensus and adhere 
| to a strict code of non-violence. The handful of full-time volun- 
| teers at AFR San Luis are supported by donations from con- 
cerned individuals like you. If you want more information, 

| would like to help, or want a copy of the video documentary 
| “Sin Agua No Hay Vida,” or just want to visit, please contact 
| AFR at: 

P.O. Box 762, San Luis, CO 8 1 1 52 
(719)672-3012 
afr@amigo.net 



Ode to the Culebra 
by Eman Martinez 


Poetry Corner 


Culebra, bom of the blood of Christ, the Sangre de Cristo 
What a beautiful life you live, touching everyone who knows 
you. 

You will always be a source of beauty, strength, and abundance 
for the people of this valley. And for this we owe you so much. 


We’ve already cheered for the spring thaw, you’ve begun your 
journey of renewal. You give us all of yourself, as you make 
your way down through the mountain, coloring the land as 
would an artist. 


You have given us water and food and everlasting beauty. 

All this, asking only that we guard your watershed and keep 
you pure. 

We call you Culebra, but I believe I know who you really are, 
or at least the spirit that lives within you. One who gives so 
much to so many, yes, I do believe I know your true identity. 

I thank god for you Culebra. I feel very lucky and special for 
having lived near you. Thank you for the joy that you have 
brought to me and the memories I shall forever carry in my 
heart. I must go now, but I shall return in the spring, as will 
you, like a faithful lover whose strength is renewed after a long 
rest, giving to the earth and her people as only La Culebra can. 


This AFR/EF! blank wall insert was edited and designed by Katrina A. Yeager. Contributing editors:. Brian Arnold, Lars Ortegren and AFR-San Luis staff. 





Kenyans Rise Up 


continued from front page 

The allocatees, relatives and cronies of the 
president, in turn, sold the forest properties to 
developers, tunneling their ill-gotten money back 
into various ruling-party activities. Public outrage 
has been mounting as details of the sordid deals 
have leaked out and emerged as a pattern repeated 
nationwide in forests in Ngong, Kiambe, Mt. Kenya 
and elsewhere. 

The deforestation of Kenya is largely a 
phenomenon of the 20th century. Decades of 
extractive British colonialism saw the wholesale 
clearing of forests for cash crops such as tea, coffee, 
pyrethrum and farmed tree species replaced the 
extensive forests of the highlands. Marginalized 
and displaced indigenous people, forced off their 
lands in the White Highlands put further pressure 
on the forests, particularly in the densely populated 
Central Province, a designated native reserve. Ages- 
old hardwood forests were cleared and replaced 
with plantations of eucalyptus, wattle and cedar 
and the subsistence plots of dispossessed Africans. 

Despite high hopes, Kenya's independence 
brought no relief in the destructive pressures brought 
to bear on the forests. They have continued to be 
viewed as little more than a quick source of cash or 
as vacant land suitable for accommodating the 
country's mushrooming population. Forests set aside 
as preserves have received little practical protection 
and continue to shrink at an alarming rate. 

Gross mismanagement and unsustainable 
exploitation have resulted in the loss of a full 40 
percent of Kenya's natural forest cover. The exquisite 
Kakemega forest, the easternmost extension of 
Central Africa's once great equatorial rainforest 
belt, has been reduced to only 10 percent of its turn- 
of-the-century size, and at least seven species of 
endemic birds have been driven to extinction since 
the 1960s, again largely as a result of clearing for 
export-oriented agriculture. 

The consequence of the unbridled free-market 
exploitation of Kenya's forests by the white colonials 
and the black colonials who replaced them in 1963 
has been a tragic loss of biodiversity in the region. 
Less than five percent of Kenya's original natural 
forest cover stands today. Yet the doddering 
government of President Moi, despite lip service 
advocating environmentally sustainable 
development, continues to promote further insults 
to Kenya's forests through a combination of 
corruption and indifference. The looting of billions 
from the national treasury has resulted in an 
impoverished, demoralized and highly politicized 
Ministry 6f Natural Resources, whose employees, 
charged with protecting and managing the forests, 
are instead participating in their destruction: selling 
forest plots, accepting bribes from loggers and 
charcoal makers, even operating sawmills. 

A Daily Nation report that a developer, Orbit 
Enterprises, had begun clearing several acres of 
Karura forest provided the spark for the October 7 
action. Green Belt Movement coordinator Professor 
Wangari Maathai, addressing a rally in Uhuru Park, 
demanded that Orbit immediately stop the cutting 
or face citizen action. 

Arrogantly, the Orbit management continued the 
destructive work and, in the best tradition of the 
American robber barons ("I can hire half the working 
class to kill the other half"), brought in a private 
army of 50 armed guards to protect its squalid 
operation. Maathai and the GBM activists organized 
hundreds of citizens, including a handful of nearby 
residents forcibly prevented from gathering 
fuelwood in the forest. Five hundred strong, they 
marched on the fence surrounding the development, 
intending to plant trees and call for an end to the 
wanton destruction of their country's remaining 
forests. Enraged by the sight of the bladed forest, 
and by the presence of guards and the arrogant 
project manager, the crowd tore down the fence and 
advanced on the equipment. The guards, mostly 
poor youths from nearby communities, threw down 
their weapons and either fled or joined the 
demonstrators, taking the project manager hostage 
for an hour while activists avenged the forest. Within 
minutes, the construction offices were in flames, as 


were several earth moving machines, 
a truck, a concrete mixer, a water 
bowser and piles of construction 
materials. Demonstrators obliterated 
drainage channels and began to return the land to 
its original contours. 

Angry, powerful statements were made ("Kenyans 
are fed up... and are prepared to do anything to 
reclaim their land;" "We shall repossess for our 
generation and posterity whatever of our land has 
been illegally allocated. . . We shall do it at whatever 
cost..."), and the solemn work of replanting the 
tortured land began. 

Demonstrators 
planted over 2,000 
indigenous tree 
seedlings at the site 
that afternoon. 

The decisive action 
stunned the country. 

In the weeks since the 
march on Karura, a 
national debate on the 
issue of forest policy 
has been raging, a 
Whitewater-style 
inquiry into the 
misdeeds of Kenya's 
politicians has begun 
and development in 
forests has screeched to a halt. Threats to respond "in 
the Karura way" have been taken seriously. Replanting 
at the site has continued, and at this time over 10,000 
seedlings, donated by GBM, are being tended by 
Green Belt workers. 

Send letters to the following individuals demanding 
that the government end illegal allocation of forest 
land, repeal existing allocations and grant meaningful 
protection to all remaining natural forests in Kenya. 
They're sensitive to the tourist dollar so tell them 
you're canceling your vacation plans until there has 
been a stop to these shady practices. Mention your 
support for the work of the Green Belt Movement. 

His Excellency Pres. Daniel T. arap Moi, POB 
30510, Nairobi Kenya; Minister Lotodo (mr.), 
Ministry of the Environment and N atural Resources, 
POB 30126, Nairobi Kenya; Mr. Kipkora, Chief 
Conservator of Forests, POB 30513, Nairobi Kenya. 


A s for me, I have made a choice. . . 

Founded in 1977 under the sponsorship of 
the National Council of Women of Kenya, the Green 
Belt Movement (GBM) has become one of the leading 
voices for environmental and economic justice in 
Kenya and all of Africa. Its primary activity has been 
the reforestation of Kenya — 20 million seedlings 
planted and 3,000 tree nurseries established to date — 
but its mission goes far beyond silviculture. 

GBM promotes sustainable development and the 
empowerment of the poor (women in particular) and 
attacks poverty's roots through a radical program 

denouncing corruption, 
manipulative foreign as- 
sistance and the devel- 
opment barriers of in- 
ternational market 
structures. 

GBM's program in- 
cludes environmental 
| education, creation of 
= rural employment in 
| forest-related industries, 

a 

sr no-comprormse protec- 
| tion of remaining na- 
1 tive forests, and promo- 
5 tion of no-grazing and 
organic farming policies 
to complement its refor- 
estation work. It's a clear 
rejection of the status quo, and GBM's courageous 
activists, who work in the shadow of a repressive 
government with a vested interest in business-as- 
usual and few compunctions about the use of force, 
often find themselves confronting powerful, mali- 
cious interests. Dangerous work, "but we have no 
option." The movement, led by the charismatic and 
outspoken Professor Wangari Maathai, has confronted 
the government and its moneyed allies on several 
occasions, once saving Nairobi's Uhuru Park from a 
land-grab attempt by KANU, the ruling party. Your 
letters to Kenya's leaders expressing support for 
Maathai and the aims of GBM can help provide a 
measure of protection for these kindred spirits. Send 
messages of support and checks or international 
money orders to the Green Belt Movement, POB 
67545, Nairobi Kenya (payable to the Green Belt 
Movement, A/c 1500785). 


MUMIA EXECUTION SET: ACTIONS FOLLOW 

Radical political activist Mumia Abu Jamal may soon be executed. On October 30, the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court denied Mumia a final appeal on trumped-up charges stemming from the 1981 murder 
of police officer Daniel Faulkner. With this ruling, Governor Tom Ridge can sign Mumia's death warrant 
and set an execution date within three months of the decision. Mumia has adamantly denied that he 
killed the Philadelphia officer. 

The Supreme Court ruling has ignited an international outcry for Mumia's freedom, resulting in mass 
demonstrations. With less than one week's notice, nearly 2,000 supporters of Mumia gathered at City 
Hall in Philadelphia to rally against the decision. Picketers in Manchester, England, occupied and 
leafleted American Express offices about the issue. Masses have been protesting at the US Embassy in 
Cape Town, South Africa. A few thousand people marched two miles through various San Francisco 
communities on November 2. The Mobilization to Free Mumia has reportedly handed out over 20,000 
leaflets in the Bay Area. 1 dozens of other demos have occurred and will continue throughout the world, 
shining the spotlight cn Mumia and the imminent threat of his execution. 

In the early hours of December 9, 1981, Mumia was moonlighting as a taxi driver when he saw his 
brother Billy being beai en by officer Faulkner in downtown Philadelphia. Mumia approached the scene 
and was shot in the stomach. He was found bleeding on the curb. He was arrested and brought to the 
hospital. Faulkner was dead. During his trial, iffy witnesses and fabricated testimony were presented, 
and Mumia was foun< l guilty by a nearly all white jury. 

Since he was a youtL Mumia has been outspoken on issues of race and class. At age 14 he was arrested 
for taking part in a prc est against the racist, pro-segregation governor of Alabama, George Wallace. At 
the time of his arrest, Mumia was a leading member of the Philadelphia chapter of the National 
Association of Black Journalists. He also served as lieutenant of information of the Philadelphia chapter 
of the Black Panther Party and wrote for the Black Panther newspaper in Oakland, California. In 1994, 
Mumia's scheduled commentaries for National Public Radio's All Things Considered, "Live From Death 
Row," describing life behind bars, caused such controversy that the shows were canceled, sparking 
intense national debate about censorship and the death penalty. Mumia also served as a key figure in 
the organizing of several conferences aimed at galvanizing national support to address prison issues 
including Jericho '98, held in Washington, DC, this past March and the Critical Resistance Conference 
spearheaded by renowned activist Angela Davis in Berkeley, California, this past September. 

Julie Hurwitz, a member of the National Lawyers Guild, said there are countless examples of injustices 
surrounding Mumia's case. "The fact that the Supreme Court Justice who sat on the panel to deny 
Mumia his appeal was a prosecutor in his case in the lower court speaks volumes in regard to the 
unfairness and violation of rights that has gone on with Mumia's case." 

Protests continue, and you are urged to take action. Contact Governor Tom Ridge, 225 Capitol 
Building, Harrisburg, PA 17120; (717) 787-2500; fax 772-1198; US Attorney General Janet Reno (202) 
514-2000; fax 514-4371; District Attorney Lynn Abraham 1421 Arch St. Philadelphia, PA 19101; (215) 
686-8700; fax 686-8024. For updates contact the International Concerned Family and Friends of Mumia 
Abu Jamal at (215) 476-8812; fax 476-7551. 
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“Angry, powerful statements were made..." 



frontline^ 

Nike Swooshed On 

Corporate property was damaged and 
the local Nike store was closed after anar- 
chists and other anti-corporate activists 
rallied against the shoe giant in Eugene, 
Oregon. After some speech making and 
leafleting downtown, a group of about 
60 people took to the street, in violation 
of the municipal parade ordinance. A 
block of young anarchists led the march. 
Following the stick- and gas mask-toting 
radicals came a giant 12-foot swoosh 
dragged by small children to dramatize 
Nike's use of child labor. The group pro- 
ceeded to the Sth Street Market, where 
the Nike store is located and the site of 
previous conflict over the removal of 
numerous large trees for the Nike ex- 
pansion. The swoosh prop was de- 
stroyed in dramatic fashion as the 
anarchist block pulled down the fence 
surrounding the construction site of 
the new Nike Town store. 

It was several minutes before the po- 
lice responded in enough force to 
threaten the group. As the not-so-rapid 
deployment unit assembled with riot 
gear and pepper spray, several people 
entered the market and made their way 
to the Nike store, where they pulled 
items off of shelves, vandalized displays, 
ignited fireworks, dumped an entire rack 
of clothes off a balcony into a fountain 
below and then got away. At this time no 
arrests have been made, but many people 
were photographed. One young 
anarchist's house has since been raided; 
his mother's computer was taken and 
held as evidence. 

Nuclear Test Site Action 

The Leonard Peltier Affinity Group 
commemorated Indigenous Peoples Day 
with a road blockade at the Nevada Test 
Site on October 12. About 70 people 
halted traffic for 25 minutes at the gates 
of the site, which is operated on Shoshone 
land by the Bechtel Corporation and 
guarded by Wackenhut Corporation. 

Native Americans, Mexican Americans 
and European Americans met before 
dawn around a fire to pray for the water, 
the rocks, the plants and the sun. Test 
site workers were greeted with this sight 
as they went to work. Led by representa- 
tives of the Shoshone traditional govern- 
ment and Corbin Hamey, a spiritual 
leader of the Shoshone, the people pro- 
ceeded to the gates demonstrating again st 
the life-destroying practice of testing 
nuclear weapons and creating nuclear 
waste. Women prepared tobacco ties, 
and activists crossed into the traffic lane 
and sat down, arms linked. 

Thirteen activists were handcuffed, 
kidnapped by the Wackenhut merce- 
naries and released the same day. Three 
others crossed into the test site and 
were briefly held. 

Wheat Gut at Trade Show 

The Kenilworth Croppers openly cut 
75 percent of the genetically modified 
(GM) wheat on display at the Royal 
Agricultural Show, near Kenilworth, 
England, in a protest against unneces- 
sary genetic modification of our food. 
The wheat, developed by the Inte- 
grated Approach to Crop Research 
(1ACR), is being produced for "im- 
proved bread-making qualities." It had 
been kept under close guard at the 
show all week following the decon- 
tamination of IACR's wheat test field 
in Rothampstead by the Lincolnshire 
hoppers earlier this year. 

The wheat contains antibiotic marker 
genes, which could lead to antibiotic 
resistance in humans. The government's 
own Advisory Committee on Novel 
Foods and Processes has ruled that these 
marker genes are unsafe and must be 
banned from future experiments. The 
IACR ignored the warning. 

; „ 
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continued from front page 
I had the green light; the plan was a go. 
We were to commence "Operation Safe 
Harvest" at 18:00 hours and carry out 
the mission by any means necessary. 

By 18:07, the "Anti-Genetix" splin- 
ter faction of the BBB had penetrated 
the tight security perimeter, and we 
were surrounded by 
dozens of the4»orld's 
corporate and socio- 
political 'elite. This 
year's "State of the 
World Forum" enjoyed 
an attendance of 900 
individuals from 103 
nations and tribes, and 
cost a mere $5,000. It 
is perhaps the classic 
example of liberal, 
consensus, win-win, 
Clinton-esque, spin- 
doctor, sell-out, cul- 
tural appropriation, 
commodification-of- 
dissent-type event in 
the world today. 

After a welcome from 
Mayor Willie Brown, 
the moderator intro- 
duced our man, Bob 
Shapiro, as a great progressive and a 
pleasure to have at the forum. Cau- 
tious applause mingled with murmurs 
of dissent, perhaps because there were 
people inside and outside the event 
distributing copies of the special 
"Monsanto Files" issue of The Ecolo- 
gist. After thousands of copies were 
printed, Monsanto's people got to the 
printshop and managed to scare them 
so badly that the printers shredded 
the entire print run. The Ecologist man- 
aged to find a printer with a spine, and 
dozens of copies were express mailed 
to San Francisco, arriving that after- 
noon just in time to m ake tire ev ent . 

This was the moment of truth in the 
theatre of modern pie warfare. Shapiro 
stepped to the stage and waxed grand 
eloquently about Monsanto's crucial 
role in saving the Earth from soil ero- 
sion, pollution, overpopulation, fam- 
ine and the destructiveness of 
industrial society. I kid you not. He 
described the inherent wastefulness 
of cars and other industrial products, 
especially agricultural. His solution: 
more technology. 

At this point, my eyes began scan- 
ning the table for any remains of the 
scrumptious chocolate cake served for 
dessert, and I almost leaned across the 
table and grabbed a slice with the 
intention of storming the stage right 
then and there perforce. Luckily, the 
intensive training I've undergone as a 
BBB field operative clicked in, and 1 
restrained myself by sticking my hands 
under my buttocks and diverting my 
gaze away frfim his wild eyes, which 
were darting to zmd fro across the Big 
Brother screen. Finally, he finished 
his speech and left the podium in a 
hurry. I perceived Agents Custard and 
Lemon Meringue approaching him. di- 
rectly, and so I prepared for a delicious 
case of culinary comeupp angg. A s 
Caesar said from the banks of tKeSyide 
river Rubicon, while gazing across at 
Rome, "The pie is cast." 

A young man at a table near the 
stage stopped Shapiro cold in his tracks 
with cries of "Shame, shame!" A dia- 


logue ensued and then, from Shapiro's 
three o'clock angle, two pies originat- 
ing from suited figures went airborne. 
The first made delightful contact with 
his upper left facial quadrant and left 
eyeglass piece, while the second sailed 
past harmlessly. Our victim directed 
some verbal unpleasantries toward the 


policies which have brought the world 
poverty, misery, starvation and eco- 
logical devastation. As a young Ameri- 
can, what can I look forward to under 
neoliberal economics besides a depress- 
ing McWorld? This cutthroat eco- 
nomic system has devastating impacts 
globally as well as in my own back- 
yard. I have witnessed 



th,C abuse of my fel- 
• low 


ow activists as they 
have been arrested, 
jailed, beaten, pepper- 
sprayed and recently 
killed for trying to de- 
fend the Headwaters 
forest from fascist eco- 
nomics." 

The BBB dedicated 
the Friedman action 
to the Great American 
Pie Man, Aaron Kay. 
| BBB Pies WTO 
sPresident 
| Ruggiero 
^ London, England, 
“ Nov. 4 — The Royal In- 
stitute of Interna- 
tional Affairs (RIIA) is 

Mr. Friedman's shiny dome about to be decorated with coconut cream! nestled in a discreet 

leafy square in the heart of London's 


rapidly departing flan-ers, and then 
barely stopped to wipe his glasses and 
face before returning to the argument, 
exclaiming loudly, "Roundup is per- 
fectly safe!" 

Though Shapiro continued to make 
a scene, his handlers quickly took him 
by the elbow and hustled him out 
while wiping his head with a towel... 
a scene your humble correspondent 
will never forget, one which would 
cheer the hearts and souls of millions 
across our lonely planet. I found in- 
side my own breast a peape which 
passeth all uml erstanding . 
mjJhe General ^Command wishes to 
dedicate this action to the brj 


ui^Eu- 

rope who nave Kicked oft the anti- 
genetix revolution. In particular, we 
salute the pixies and sprites who tear 
up genetically engineered fields by 
day and night, through cricket 
matches and other sporting ventures; 
the Genetic EngineeringNetwork, who 
puts out excellent information and 
keeps the industry under an eagle's 
eye; the Genetix Snowball campaign- 
ers for their pie-a-neering efforts; and 
a dear friend who has been nobly 
toiling away at the office while her 
heart has been pining for direct action 
in the field. 

Nobel Laureate Economist 
Milton Friedman Gets Pied 

San Francisco, CA, Oct. 9 — The Bi- 
otic Baking Brigade (BBB) struck an- 
other blow against globalization when 
one of its operatives threw a pie in the 
face of neoliberal economist Milton 
Friedman at a conference he orga- 
nized on the privatization of public 
education titled "School Choice and 
Corporate America." . <*>•“- 

"Vyfeen it comes jpudeferfding the 
Earth front the scum of the corporate 
universe, the pie's the limit!" said, 

Special Agent' Apple of the BBB 
stated, "Friedman serves as the world's 
preeminent neoliberal economist, sup- 
porting globalization and 'free trade' 


West End. Normallythehauntofsleek 
shoppers and secretaries-of-state 
whose purring Mercs await their mas- 
ters obediently, it recently played host 
to a bewildering gathering entitled 
"Trade, Investment and the Environ- 
ment," organised J»y RIIA, supported 
by The Guardian and sponsored by the 
following (take a deep breath): Impe- 
rial Chemical industries, the Depart- 
ment for International Development, 
the Worldwide Fund for Nature, the 
International Centre for Trade and 
Sustainable Development and the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry. 

The keynote speaker at this array of 
the great and not-so-good was none 
Other than Renato "Rocky" Ruggiero, 
a one-man charisma bypass and out- 
going director-general of the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO). Rocky is 
probably one of the most powerful 
men on the face of the planet. As the 
WTO's first boss, he has, to paraphrase 
his own words, rewritten the rules of 
the global economy. 

The conference was obviously a per- 
fect opportunity for Rocky to further 
his plan of spoon-feeding greenwash 
to nongovernmental organizations by 
giving them a baby chair at the table 
of power. Little did he know that as he 
waxed lyrical on the joys of sustain- 
able economic growth, outside waited 
trained representatives of the UK arm 
of the BBB, aka People Insurgent Ev- 
erywhere (PIE), each armed with an 
exquisite lemon jlie enhanced with 
the tackiest, most wastefully packaged 
product known to humankind: 
whipped cyajprn an aerosol can. 

So, after a hard morning's work 
schmoozing, thebald-pated, bespec- 
tacled, well-rounded Rocky emerged 
from the hallowed portals of 
Chatham House. Our fearless band 
dfentarteurs (to use the original Bel- 
gian term made famous by Bill Gates- 
pier Noel Godin) approached him, 
one hailing him before he reached 
his chauffeur-driven limo. 

"Mr. Ruggiero?" said the pie-han- 
dler, feeling desperately for his pie. 
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"Yes?" said Rocky, his minder step- 
ping between charge and assailant, 
the latter still fumbling in a plastic 
bag for ammunition. Suddenly out 
of left field came a perfectly aimed 
pie, striking Rocky on the left cheek. 
Again out of nowhere a second pie 
scores a second direct hit. Rocky 
goes down, shielding himself with a 
sheaf of documents from the glare of 
cameras and the eyes of conference 
delegates sucking at ciggies. "Oh my 
gaad!” shrieked an unidentified 


assault charges against the security 
officer responsible. 

POPE PIED 

San Francisco, CA, Nov. 14 — The 
BBB generously delivered a 
cappuccino cream pie to Sierra Club 
President Carl Pope at the club's an- 
nual board of directors meeting. 

Agent Key Lime served up this treat 
to the Sierra Club's "cappuccino en- 
vironmentalist" president with the 
announcement, "Hey Carl, this is 
for Headwaters, " then vanished from 

American accent, possibly referring the third floor of the building with- Woman" delivered two delicious air- 

to the nightmare that is the North ou t a trace. Agent Key Lime gently borne vegan pumpkin pies to Novartis 


neering group the Hexterminators to 
offer their input on two "strategic al- 
liances" between public universities 
and multinational biotechnology cor- 
porations. Operation "Double Fudge" 
consisted of two phases: Phase I, code- 
named "Privatize TJiis!" took place 
shortly after a press conference an- 
nouncing the new "strategic alliance" 
between the University of California, 
Berkeley and biotech giant Novartis. 

BBB Agent "Tart Classique" and 
Hexterminator activist "Super Seed 


American Free Trade 

"That's a present from the dispos- 
sessed!" shouts one exultant assail- 
ant. Another achieves full coverage 
by spreading thick, sickly cream all 
over Rocky's sweaty head. As he cow- 
ers, one shouts, "That's from the 
turtles!" reminding him of the re- 
cent landmark WTO decision refus- 
ing the US permission to boycott 
turtle-unfriendly shrimp. "We are 
everywhere!" came another call, be- 
fore the adrenalised entarteurs made 
off into the West End crowds, leav- 
ing Rocky to lick his wounds and 
mourn his dignity. 

Rocky slithered back into Chatham 
House with videographer in hot pur- 
suit, the final shot being of the bath- 
room door slamming in the intrepid 
cameraman's face. Temper, temper, 
Rocky. Could this be the start of a 
global epidemic of entartement? 
San Francesco Mayor Gets 
Pastry Treatment 

San Francisco, CA, Nov. 7— The 
BBB successfully delivered a 
"three strikes and you're out" 
message to San Francisco 
Mayor Willie Brown in the 
form of three pies flop ped 
directly in his face. Mayor- 
Brown had just begun to de- 
liver the opening speech at 
the "Great Sweep III" event, 
proclaiming, "This morning 
we have something even 
more dramatic to talk about," 
when three BBB agents tossed 
tofu cream, mixed berry and 
pumpkin pies, all of which 
scored direct hits. 

The Biotic Baking Brigade 
pied Mayor Willie Brown in 
order to expose this event 
for what it is: the start of the 
"Great Homeless Sweep." 

The mayor's "San Francisco 
Cares" program is designed to drive 
homeless people out of key tourist 
and commercial districts. Accord- 
ing to the National Coalition for 
the Homeless, there are more than 
seven homeless people for every 
available shelfgr bed. Approximately 
1,150 people cftqturned away from 
the largest shelters e^ch month. The 
three largest shelters run nightly 
lotteries for 'beds. Untfepthe new 
program, the police will offer shel 


achieved full facial contact, thereby 
successfully completing "Operation 
fCarl's Comeuppance." 

The BBB tried and pied Pope for 
the following crimes: using his po- 
litical influence to save the Headwa- 
ters Deal from defeat in the California 
legislature; supporting the disastrous 
and unpopular Quincy Library Bill 
rider; siding with multinational tim- 
ber corporation Weyerhaeuser by 
supporting fraudulent land swaps in 
Washington state and Arkansas; and 
most importantly, for accepting mul- 
timillion-dollar gifts for the club 
while refusing to disclose who made 
them or the strings that may be at- 
tached. Where's the money coming 
from, Carl? 

The General Command of the Bi- 
otic Baking Brigade, Ecotopia Cell met 
in emergency session at Boysenberry 
Prairie and issued the following state- 
ment: "In defense of our headquar- 
ters and secret ovens “here in the'heart 
of the Headwaters forest, we issued a 


Operation Free Willie — If the people will pie, the leaders will swallow. 

Agent Lemon Meringue delivers Willie's just dessert. 


president Douglas G. Watson and 
Gordon Rausser, dean of the College 
“of Natural Resources at UC Berkeley. 
Watson's pie hit its mark, while 
Rausser's pie nicked him and then 
splattered across a university banner 
in the background. The pumpkin pies 
symbolized the estimated 60 percent 
of food on American tables this 
Thanksgiving that contained geneti- 
cally engineered products. 

Phase II was code-named "Cow Pie 
Special. " At a campus brown bag lunch, 
BBB Agent Cow dished up a lovely 
banana creme pie to University of 
California, Davis Chancellor Larry 
Vanderhoof, also achieving pleasant 
and harmless facial deliverance. This 
special treat was served as a response 
to the UC Davis strategic alliance with 
genetic-engineering pirate Monsanto, 
which will result in a new biotech 
research facility on campus. 

"We hold the University of Califor- 
nia in flagrant contempt of its mis- 
sion as a public interest institution by 
selling its facilities, services 
and students to the world's 
largest biotechnology and 
agrochemical corporations, 
Novartis and Monsanto. 
This is completely unaccept- 
able, especially at a time 
when both corporations 
face heated international 
criticism for their business 
practices. Novartis and 
Monsanto are playing with 
the basic building blocks of 
life, as well as the food secu- 
rity of millions across the 
globe. These corporations 
continue to give us lies so 
we have no choice but to 
respond with pies, "said the 
BBB. 

The BBB would like to 
dedicate this field work to 


directive to our agents in the Bay Area 
to deliver a message to the Sierra 
Club's Pope: 'HCP this!' Carl Pope 
has no business bargaining away wil- 
derness that he hasn't even been to. 
We speak pie to power and send this 
message to his other corporate enviro 
cronies as well. 

This action is dedicated to the work 
and inspiration of a certain musician, 
who wrote the following lyrics for a 


song about Sierra Club founder John 
ter to homeless people. If a person - - Mui r: "If he could see the pollution 
"refuses" the generous hejp of the ‘ ‘ ‘ 


San Francisco Police Di 
they will be ticketed for "qu 
life" infractions! 

The three pie-slingers were imme- 
diately tackled by security and po- 
lice, and one BBB agent suffered a 
broken clavicle. The BBB will press 


now, he'd settle for no compromise/ 
It's too bad the Sierra Club waters 
ownhis legacy sttaigf 


Watch Outywmmmes the 
Pies Again! 

Berkeley, CA, Nov. 23 — The BBB 
teamed up with the anti-genetic engi- 


some of our favorite creative/subver- 
sive types: Eric Drooker, whose art- 
work moves us deeply; Danny 
Dollinger and Dan Fortsen, brilliant 
musicians, troubacfours and supreme 
pie aficionados; andsDennis Fritzinger 
of the Warrior Poets Society, a BBB 
supporter since day one. 

"The BBB is a mpvement rather than 
a group. Wediave no members, though 
there underground network of 
militant bakers who provide us with 
nothing but the best vegan and or- 
ganic j|ies. The focus of the current 
pastry uprising is to hold corporate 
crooks and their lackeys in govern- 
ment and the nonprofit sector ac- 
countable. Our track record shows that 
unlike them, we don't just promise 
pie in the sky, we deliver," concluded 
Agent Apple. 


Witch-Hunting Federal 
Employees 

L The witch hunt to indict federal 
employees as criminal environmen- 
| talists has grown beyond Rep. Don 
Young's efforts (see EF!J Nov. -Dec. 

! '98). In a September 21 letter, the 
Ferry County, Washington, Board of 
Commissioners asked the US Depart- 
ment of Agriculture's inspector gen- 
eral to launch an investigation into 
federal employees who exert "undo 
influence upon federal decision mak- 
ing in our county" and "are also mem- 
bers of environmental groups that 
advocate 'reform' of federal policy 
from within." 

"We know that some of our local 
federal employees are also members or 
officers of foundation-funded environ- 
mental groups with agendas to 're- 
form' federal policy... which has an 
ominous sound to our ears," the com- 
missioners wrote. 

World Bank Cuts Off Yadana 
Pipeline 

World Bank officials have decided 
not to fund the Ratchaburi power plant 
in Thailand that would have used natu- 
ral gas from the Yadana gas field (see 
EFl] May-June '98) lying 44 miles off 
the Burmese coast. US-based Unocal 
and Total of France own 28 and 31 
percent of the pipeline project respec- 
tively. The remaining shares are owned 
by the Myanmar Oil and Gas Enter- 
prise, which is controlled by the Bur- 
mese military dictatorship. 

The pipeline is controversial because 
its route will cross ecologically fragile 
mangrove swamps, theTavoy andZinba 
river valleys, and the densely forested 
mountains along the Thai-Burma bor- 
der. Local villagers also say that the 
Burmese army has rounded up tens of 
thousands of villagers to build this pipe- 
line as well as roads, airports, military 
facilities and multinational oil company 
buildings. A US embassy report issued in 
July 1996 said, "The military continued 
to force ordinary Burmese on a massive 
scale (including woman and children) 
to contribute their labor, often under 
harsh working conditions, on construc- 
tion projects around the country." 

In late August, Earth Rights Interna- 
tional activists in Thailand and the 
Center for International Environmen- 
tal Law (CIEL) in Washington, DC, 
sent a letter to the board of directors at 
the World Bank to ask the bank not to 
fund the Ratchaburi plant because of 
the human rights and environmental 
implications of supporting the project. 

Russian Enviro Espionage 
Case Dismissed 

In late October a Russian judge con- 
cluded that the indictment of 
Aleksandr Nikitin for treason was too 
unclear and that the court could not 
accept any of the expert conclusions. 

Nikitin was charged wi th espionage 
and disclosure of state secrets while 
working for the Russian-based Bellona 
Foundation. He was arrested on Feb- 
ruary 6, 1996, after writing two chap- 
ters for a Bellona report on the risks of 
radioactive pollution from Russia's 
Navy. He was held in pre-trial deten- 
tion for over 1 1 months and had been 
officially restricted to the city limits 
of St. Petersburg since his release from 
custody. 

"Never before in Soviet and Russian 
history was an indictment of treason 
through espionage dismissed by the 
;Court," said Thomas Nilsen, co-au- 
thor of the Northern Fleet report. 
"Therefore, today's decision is of his- 
toric value." 
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ELF Burns VaiL Resort 

continued from front page Service vehicles and spiking trees in (what the heck, EF!,ALF, ELF, the names 
The new ski area alone, without the Oregon's Willamette National Forest, are so similar!). The story quickly turned 
condos, would include four new chair monkeywrenching bulldozers in Cali- from arson and its motives, to "eco- 
lifts, 12 miles of road and ski ways and fornia, and burning a horse slaughter- terrorism" and its perpetrators. Much 
a 350-seat restaurant spanning Two Elk house in central Oregon. like when Theodore Kaczynski was ar- 

Creek, among other things. Ben Doon Much of the information about the rested and the media tried to portray 
of AFR noted in the May-June issue of ELF available in the US has come from him as an Earth Firstler, the spark of 
the Earth First! Journal that, "Twelve- the EF.'J. In the September-October interest was whipped into a full-blown 
hundredloggingtruckswouldbeneeded 1993 issue, an anonymous article an- conflagration by long-time anti-envi- 
to haul away six million board feet of nounced the creation of the ELF in ronmentalists, Ron Arnold and Barry 


ronmentalism once and for all." In ser- 
vice of that agenda, Clausen and Arnold 
portray all frontline activists as violent 
terrorists, besmirching the good names 
of thousands of activists across the coun- 
try who put their own lives on the line 
as Earth First! 

The Rocky Mountain News ran with the 
story, quoting Clausen saying, "The 
Earth First! Journal puts out the call for 
action. They read the literature and 
then they go out and commit acts of 
sabotage." To prove his credibility as an 
eco-terrorist researcher, Clausen con- 


virgin spruce and fir. In return for the 
destruction of this pristine roadless area, 
the public would get back a pitiful 1.5 
cents on every dollar made by Vail Inc. 
on this expansion, or less than $1 for 
every $56 lift ticket." Vail's net revenues 
last year were $291 million, garnered 
from Vail Mountain and its five other 
ski resorts, which already include six 
hotels, 72 restaurants, 40 retail and rental 
outlets and over 1,300 condominiums. 
Altogether, Vail Resorts, the parent com- 
pany of Vail Associates, controls almost 
half of the Colorado ski market. 

The focus of the environmental op- 
position, however, was not the unwieldy 
size of the corporation but the uncon- 
scionable destruction of the last of the 
potential lynx habitat in Colorado. Since 
1935, only four lynx sightings have 
been documented in Colorado, and 
three of those sightings were in the 
immediate vicinity of the proposed ex- 
pansion. White River National Forest 
Supervisor Martha Ketelle had agreed in 
writing not to allow work on the expan- 
sion until a voluntary consultation with 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
on the risk to the lynx had been con- 
cluded. But both Vail Resorts and the 
Forest Service threw the pretense of 
concern about the lynx to the wind 
when logging equipment was brought 
in on October 16. 

Why the rush? Because hearings are 
now being conducted on listing the 
lynx as endangered. If the lynx is so 
listed, USFWS consultation would be 
required, and, as the Colorado Division 
of Wildlife has stated, "If there is any 
critical lynx habitat in the state, this is 
it!" Indeed, the listing of the lynx would 
necessitate the largest endangered spe- 



England. It said the ELF "is a 
movement of independently 
operating eco-saboteurs" 
that split from the "British 
EF! movement, which has fo- 
cused largely on public di- 
rect actions." The author 
noted that, unlike the ALF 
which seeks publicity, "ELF 
cells, for security reasons, 
work without informing the 
press and do not claim re- 
sponsibility for actions. . . The 
surest way to be done for 
conspiracy or to attract sur- 
veillance or infiltrators is to 
seek attention." Instead, the 
ELF publicizes pre-an- 
nounced, internationally co- 
ordinated "Earth Nights." 
These announcements al- 
ways call for harm to prop- 
erty only, never life. 

A second article in the Sep- 
tember-October 1996 EF!J by 
Tara the Sea ELF specified 
that the "ELF solidified in 
1992 at the first UK Earth 
First! gathering in Brighton, 
England." It also reiterated 
that the "ELF has no com- 


— ""a|3 a trives analysis like, "The lan- 
guage in the Internet 
communique claiming re- 
jl sponsibility 'sounded ex- 
■K': actly like' other messages 

the Earth Liberation Front 
has sent," specifically be- 

I cause the communique uses 

the word "tolerated" (that 
most terrorist of words!). 
Clausen continues, "The 
ecoterrorism movement has 
spawned 'serial arsonists, no 
telling how many, who are 
going around the West.'" 
Ron Arnold even said in USA 
Today that "the fires have 
'upped the ante' to the tac- 

B sj|||y|| tics used by terrorists in Eu- 
I rope and the Middle East." 

While Clausen and 
1 ® Arnold spewing bull-pucky 
MT | is no new thing, the media's 
■HKpli | alarming perpetuation of li- 
BKfej 1 belous and inaccurate in- 
? formation was truly 

g 5 tide was further from the 
| truth than one in the Lon- 
I don Observer, which claimed, 

S "Last month's issue of Live 
Wild or Die delivered an eco- 
terrorist manifesto that has 
l expansion, come to a smoking cli- 
max in the ski town of Vail, 
Colorado." The ELF "is lead 


The ELF also lacks a phone number, story. Lazy reporters failed to disclose ties who calls himself 




contact person or e-mail address. For both Arnold and Clausen's ties to the 
information, the journalists covering timber industry. In the past, Arnold has 
the Vail arson turned to the next best gone as far as to say, "We are out to kill 
things, Earth First! and the Animal Lib- thefuckers. We're simply trying to elimi- 
eration Front press office in Minnesota nate them. Our goal is to destroy envi- 


'Voice from the 
Siskiyous'... In 1988 
Earth First! fell apart. 
Foreman, concerned at 



the growing violence, 


cies recovery effort ever, encompassing 
53 national forests and 24 Bureau of 
Land Management districts. 

And so, as soon as the 10th Circuit 
Court of Appeals decided on October 
14 not to impose an injunction on the 
expansion until the appeal is heard, 
Vail began clearcutting and 
roadbuilding. AFR intended to protest 
in earnest. But while AFR bided its 
time, the ELF acted. 

The widely held suspicion that the 
fires were set to protest the Vail expan- 
sion was confirmed two days after the 
fire when the ELF issued a communique 
claiming responsibility (see box oppo- 
site page). 

Suddenly, the ELF was center stage in 
the theater of national media. But the 
star of the show is camera shy. The ELF 
is an underground group with no 
spokespeople or office. In the past two 
years, its actions have included burning 
two Forest Service wildlife research fa- 
cilities in Washing- 



nizer of the Wise Use movement, an 

^ ■ Dm# A mim# I..--* FVJ . anti-environmental movement backed 

^ADOTACjE 15^ #mNy V^TrlElv 1^1 AM E by corporate and right-wing dollars. 

Arnold has also been a spokesperson 

Two stories received substantial theless, the Vail fires were labeled by for Dow and Union Carbide and wrote 

(and substantially different) media journalists as a "terrorist" act nearly a biography of Ronald Reagan's former 

attention over the past two weeks: ten times as often as the murder of Secretary of the Interior, James Watt, 

the murder of abortion provider Dr. Slepian. (Watt was fond of dividing US citizens 

Dr. Barnett A. Slepian in Buffalo, The overwhelming bias in labeling into two categories: "liberals" and 
New York, and the arson attack on was accompanied by "Americans.") 

a Vail, Colorado, ski resort. While sy other, more straight- Since the Vail arson, Arnold has 

both acts were politically moti- forward forms of bias. been used as an expert on "eco-terror- 

vated, there is at least one glar- A . gy Consider the follow- ism" by dozens of media outlets, in- 

ing difference in media a j ing explanation of the eluding ABC News, the New York Times, 

coverage: the frequency of ® Vail fires, provided by Associated Press and USA Today. 

terms like "terrorism" or @ Time's John Cloud: In commenting to an industry group 

"terrorist." rv "More broadly, the fires in 1981, Arnold said, "Antichemical 

According to an Oc- f j C-' may signal a last wheeze of radical- activists are the world's number one 

tober 28 search of pa- V / gv* ism within environmentalism. When crop pest. Once you recognize that, 

pers and broadcast radicals lose arguments, they burn you must treat them like a noxious 

transcripts on the Nexis news da- things, thereby rendering themselves weed or a pernicious disease that at- 
tabase, reporters referred to Dr. unable to affect real change." tacks public opinion and public policy. 

Slepian's murder as "terrorist" or Media outlets also relied heavily They are just another hostile organ- 
"terrorism" six times (not count- on self-styled experts on "eco-terror- ism that must be controlled." 
ing quotations from sources). Re- ism" with very little discussion of In an interview with author David 
porters themselves called the arson their backgrounds. Helvarg, Arnold speculated on the pos- 

attack on the Vail ski resort "ter- Consider Ron Arnold, the executive sibility of Wise Use activists resorting 
rorist" or "terrorism" 55 times. director of the Center for the Defense to violence: "Ask the FBI. They're con- 
The destruction in Vail was an of Free Enterprise. Arnold was named cerned, and they should be. There's a 
attack on private property, while to the Top 10 "enemies of the Earth" war brewing here." 

Slepian's murder was an act of vio- list in a poll of environmental groups. — Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting, 
lence against a human being. None- He considers himself the chief orga- October 1998 
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MecHa Field 

ceded the leadership to Darryl Cherney 
and Judy Bari.. . The group is now part of 
the Direct Action Movement, based in 
Eugene, Oregon, and publishes a Direct 
Action Manual... The ELF is now part of 
a network loosely fronted by an alliance 
called the Liberation Collective, based 
in Portland, Oregon." That one article 
contains so many inaccuracies it takes 
the whole idea of slovenly journalism 
to a new level. For the record, Live Wild 
or Die did not print an "eco-terrorist 
manifesto, " it doesn't publish monthly, 
there is no ELF leader, EF! didn't fall 
apart, there is no EF! leader, Judy is 
spelled Judi, there is no such thing as 
the Direct Action Movement, and the 
Liberation Collective is not an ELF front. 

Despite the media's seeming certainty 
about the identity of arsonists, some 
have questioned the authenticity of 
the ELF communique. They point out 
that the communique wasn't sent out 
until two days after the arson, that the 
ELF has said previously it wouldn't 
claim responsibility for actions and 
that the communique seems to con- 
tain a veiled threat of physical violence 
("Foryour safety..."). Likewise, one AFR 
activist pointed out that a more effec- 
tive act of sabotage would have been 
aimed at the machinery working on 
the expansion, not the existing resort. 

Oh yes, Ancient Forest Rescue... The 
environmentalists working publicly to 
stop the Vail expansion, has been some- 
what lost in the sound and fury over 
who or what the ELF is. Their nonvio- 
lence code specifically disavows prop- 
erty destruction, and AFR spokesperson 
Jeff Berman went so far as to say, "1 
would rather see Vail Resorts, 
through all their duplicity and 
greed, destroy the Two Elk 
Roadless Area than have some 
cowardly actions and threats 
erode the growing opposition to 
fail's rapacious plans..." 

Such sentiments were reiterated 
by mainstream environmentalists and 
even some Earth Firstlers across the 
country, who called yet again for a 
reconsideration or prohibition of mon- 
keywrenching in the radical environ- 
mental movement. Meanwhile, other 
activists maintained the ELF's actions 
should be supported by Earth First! 

Over the years, a number of argu- 
ments have been trotted out to justify 
night actions. Some people believe sabo- 
tage discourages developers by hitting 
them in the pocket book, making insur- 
ance companies leery of underwriting 
their development schemes. Some say 
strategic wrenching during certain win- 
dows of opportunity can delay a project 
until other tactics permanently halt it. 
Some go in for the pure intimidation 
value or the visceral pleasure, offering a 
shining light to the disaffected masses 
by highlighting the true power of a turn 
of the wrench or a flick of the Bic. 
Opponents argue primarily that sabo- 
tage alienates too many people whose 
support is critical to the development of 
a mass movement and that sabotage 
doesn't really stop development any- 
way. Regardless of their stance, how- 
ever, both camps tend to cling dogmati- 
cally to their own perspectives, with 
opponents back-pedaling and advocates 
spinning faster than the facts come in. 

Truth be told, it is unlikely that a 
complete diagnosis of the damage in- 
flicted to Vail Associates will ever be 
revealed. VA has gone to great lengths 



Day Follows 

to lull the skiing public into believing 
that "the premiere guest experience 
for which Vail has always been known 
will not be compromised." Its list of 
"frequently asked questions" provides 
reassurances about every last detail: 
"Will the dining experience on Vail 
Mountain be negatively impacted by 
the fires?" Don't worry, "Vail Moun- 


pull this community together." 

The fires also prevented AFR from 
continuing their protest of the expan- 
sion. Many people have surmised that 
AFR had "failed" to stop the expansion 
and that sabotage was the next logical 
step. In truth, AFR had already estab- 
lished satellite camps in the roadless 
area in order to protest and monitor 
the expansion. Their plan to begin 
direct action when Vail attempted to 
bring in a bridge to cross Eagle Creek, as 
well as monitoring to watch for con- 


On bek/tlf of Hie lyNx, 

five buildings and four ski lifts at Vail were reduced to ashes on the night 
of Sunday, October 18. Vail, Inc. is already the largest ski operation in 
North America and now wants to expand even further. The 12 miles of 
roads and 885 acres of clearcuts will ruin the last, best lynx habitat in the 
state. Putting profits ahead of Colorado's wildlife will not be tolerated. 
This action is just a warning. We will be back if this greedy corporation 
continues to trespass into wild and unroaded areas. For your safety and 
convenience, we strongly advice skiers to choose other destinations until 
Vail cancels its inexcusable plans for expansion. 

— Earth Liberation Front 



tain has 17 other restaurants." 

Certainly, from a public relations 
standpoint, it's prudent for VA to un- 
derplay the loss, but most of the evi- 
dence corroborates the claim that the 
direct economic damage was 
minimal. The cost of the 
torched buildings will be f 
covered by insurance, 
as will any "business 
interruption" rev- 
enue losses. Vail As- 
sociates says media 
coverage of the fires 
has not affected book- 
ings for the coming season, and its 
stock price was up 1 .5 points as of close 
of trading the day after the fire. The 
resort did open a few days later than 
planned, but that was attributed to an 
extreme winter storm, not the arson. 

Strategically, the arson seems to have 
had little on-the-ground effect as well. 
Vail was able to continue logging in the 
roadless area two days after the arson. 
At present, work in the roadless area has 
been stopped due to early snows. 

The indirect effects of the arson are 
harder to quantify. It certainly gained 
the anti-expansion campaign an inter- 
national audience. At some level, the 
elves' action will cause developers to 
think twice about undertaking such a 
controversial expansion in the future, 
and it's possible that insuring such 
schemes will be more difficult. In the 
whaling industry, for example, con- 
certed sabotage has made it almost 
impossible for prospective whalers to 
insure their boats. 

Perhaps the most dramatic effect of 
the arson will not be felt by VA at all, 
but by the activist community. In a 
state where skiing is king, AFR had 
succeeded in the impossible — wrench- 
ing local sentiment away from VA. Of 
401 comments received by the Forest 
Service in regards to the expansion, 
375 (over 93 percent) opposed the 
project, while only six expressed sup- 
port. Of those six, four were from VA 
executives and contractors. 

After the fires, the pendulum swung 
back again. Two hundred community 
do-gooders offered VA volunteer help. 
"Offers of support poured in from area 
businesses, school children and resi- 
dents, " according to the Associated Press. 
"These fires have created a lot of sympa- 
thy for Vail Associates, " said Town Man- 
ager BobMcLaurin, "I think it's going to 


tract violations, was suspended due to 
the extreme law enforcement presence 
immediately following the fires. (There 
were five National Guard helicop- 
ters scouring the region.) 

In the aftermath of the ar- 
son, an intense police investi- 
gation has been focused on 
the activists. From day one, law 
enforcement threw itself willy- 
nilly into the search, tossing a drag- 
net over all of the local activists. One 
hundred and eighty-five public safety 
officers and Vail employees scoured 
the mountain the day of the fire. Since 
then, up to 45 Bureau of Alcohol, To- 
bacco and Firearms agents, 1 8 FBI agents 
and 25 Eagle County Sheriff officers 
have been working on the investiga- 
tion. Over 50 interviews have been 
conducted, including many with local 
environmentalists. Stephanie Altman, 
head of the Wilderness Study Group at 
Colorado University in Boulder, was 
contacted by FBI agents, and when she 
failed to return their phone calls, they 
went to her advisor, drilling him about 
why she wouldn't talk to investigators. 
Another university student, whose only 
involvement in the campaign was at- 
tending a single slide show, was also 
questioned. Jonathan Staufer, lifelong 
Vail resident and AFR activist, and other 
AFR activists were contacted. Fortu- 
nately, most environmentalists close 
to the campaign have refused to speak 
to investigators, and only random 
people at the edge of the campaign 
have dignified the witch-hunt with the 
universal: "But, I don't know anything!" 

In the final analysis, there is no way 
to know whether the arson was more 
effective than the civil disobedience it 
preempted. In the past, sabotage has 
helped stop developments in Colo- 
rado. At Bowen Gulch, a timber sale 
on the edge of Rocky Mountain Na- 
tional Park, tree spiking was part of a 
campaign of road blockading, tree sit- 
ting and boycotting that delayed the 
sale until it was incorporated into the 
1989 Colorado Wilderness bill. Alter- 
natively, the East Fork ski resort in 
Colorado was stopped without any 
sabotage. What is important is that 
the activists who have been there for 
the long haul continue to oppose the 
expansion. And if the international 
magnifying glass focused on Vail helps 
stop the expansion, it might all have 
been worth it. 


6A 

Ruling for the Grizz 

A federal judge ruled recently that 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) had failed to protect the 
critically endangered Selkirk grizzly 
bear population in the Selkirk Moun- 
tains of northern Idaho and north- 
eastern Washington. Once part of a 
contiguous population of more than 


Surveillingthe Anti-nukers 

A decade ago, the Department of 
Energy (DOE) tried to argue that 
opponents of atomic energy were 
somehow psychologically unbal- 
anced. Now, the DOE is trying a 
similar tactic on opponents of ra- 
dioactive waste dumps and trans- 
portation. "If you can't beat 'em." 
the DOE seems to be saying, "track 
'em, follow 'em, check their fund- 
ing and intimidate 'em." 

A new DOE survey done under the 
auspices of contractors Booz, Allen, 
Hamilton and the University of New 
Mexico aims to discover the depth 
of opposition to the nuclear indus- 
try and DOE-supported plan to trans- 
port high-level atomic waste across 
the nation to an interim storage 
dump at Yucca Mountain in Nevada . 

The questionnaire presented on 
behalf of DOE does not attempt to 
measure public opinion. Rather, it 
is aimed only at organizations criti- 
cal of nuclear policies and asks ques- 
tions such as: "How often has your 
organization provided training for 
protest (civil disobedience/training 
for police confrontation)? partici- 
pated in litigation over spent 
nuclear fuel issues? How is the or- 
ganization funded? How effective 
are you in convincing policy mak- 
ers in the US Congress?" and other 
questions intended to gauge the 
level and effectiveness of opposi- 
tion to the options promoted by 
the nuclear power industry. 

USFS Raid Fall Creek 

On Thursday, October 15, Forest 
Service law enforcement terrorized 
the Fall Creek, OR, forest occupation 
again, conducting a hit-and-run raid 
on the Red Cloud Thunder Free State 
in the Willamette National Forest. 

Eight federal officers in military- 
style camouflage woke up the tree 
sitter's ground support crew and is- 
sued them tickets for blockading 
the road. Individuals were told to 
gather their gear and leave. Sup- 
porters who rushed from town wit- 
nessed heavy machinery clearing 
all the blockades on the road above 
the camp. 

The officers took down a gazebo 
! covering the entrance to a tunnel 
and dismantled the kitchen struc- 
tures. They then piled the poles, 
kitchen cabinets, spice rack, boxes 
and trash into a bonfire in the 
middle of the road and burned ev- 
erything. They "confiscated" tarps, 
climbing gear, lanterns, water fil- 
ters, video cameras, food, books, 
pots, pans and personal gear, leav- 
ing ground support nothing to sur- 
vive the approaching winter 
months. They even slashed the 
water containers. The backhoe then 
tore apart the tunnels and filled the 
holes with a "temporary road." The 
support crew witnessed this from 
the edge of camp after being ques- 
tioned and searched by police. 

For more information Cascadia 
Forest Defenders, POB 11122, Eu- 
gene, OR 97440; (541) 343-7305. 
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I ; I:I)I:IIAI. SENTENCING 


YOU MAY BE HEADED UP SHIT CREEK WITHOUT A PADDLE 


by Delyla Wilson 

The latest oppressive weapon used against activists 
is the federal sentencing statute. In communities all 
across the nation a federal program called "Weed and 
Seed" is being enacted by the government. The 
program's agenda is to form coalitions between local, 
state and federal law enforcement agencies so that 
"undesirables" in the community can be nailed with 
federal charges. These stiffer sentences have many 
advantages to the government and corporations 
extracting labor from the prison industry. 

To help with the "criminal" element in the forest, 
Forest Service law enforcement officers (LEOs) are 
no longer under the jurisdiction of the local Forest 
Service district but under the Department of Justice. 
This means LEOs are basically FBI agents in green, 
and Joe activist is suddenly facing federal charges 
for that road blockade, tree sit or closure violation. 
Though this is a recent development there is a long 
sordid history behind federal sentencing. 

During the Reagan administration there was a 
great outcry about racism in federal courts as well as 
large discrepancies in sentencing for similar crimes 
from one region of the country to another. To 
correct this and make federal sentencing tougher, a 
set of guidelines was developed. These guidelines 
removed a federal judge's ability to look at a particu- 
lar case and decide that leniency was appropriate 
but left intact a judge's ability to sentence heavily. 
Several federal judges actually left the bench be- 
cause they felt they no longer could be fair and 
reasonable with the guidelines in place. 

Recently a federal judge in Montana sentenced an 
undocumented Mexican worker to 57 months for 
illegally attempting to cross over the Canadian border. 
He had been arrested previously for the same "crime" 
and also charged with possession of a small amount of 
marijuana. This so drastically affected where he stood 
on the guideline charts that he ended up being sen- 
tenced to almost five years. Wait, you say, thafs 
absurd! Bad news, the feds are doing it more and more. 

Many activists I have spoken with seem to think 
that federal charges aren't much different than state 
charges. Having faced federal charges, I decided to 
take the time to learn as much about the federal 
system as I could. What I learned should be a 
warning to Earth Firstlers and all activists. 

First of all, activists need to understand that all 
federal indictments are handed down by grand 
juries. In the past few years we've seen grand jury 
probes into a variety of our campaigns and people. 
What we may have missed is that every business day 
a grand jury meets to indict people for everything 
from assassination to illegally shooting fireworks. 
The feds can bring your case before a grand jury and 
indict you without you knowing anything about it. 
A special grand jury does not need to be convened; 
your charges can be brought before a grand jury 
already in session. 

Unlike the state, whose only investment into your 
charges is a prosecutor filing paper, the feds are not 
likely to drop charges if they have taken the time to 
indict you via a grand jury. The point is to get you 
into the system and sentenced on a federal level. 
This is a much more effective method of curbing 
and breaking activists. 

To understand how this works take a look at the 
sentencing table. On the left is offense level, which 
is broken into zones. Across the top is criminal 
history points. In federal cases, a judge must follow 
this chart. This means that even if the judge is 
sympathetic with you s/he must sentence you within 
the range shown by the chart. 

Each "crime" has an offense level. A nonviolent 
activist participating in civil disobedience might be 
charged with, say, a level eight. Now that crime is a 
high misdemeanor which carries a one-year maxi- 
mum jail sentence. This means no matter where you 
end up in the chart they can't give you more than 
one year for this crime. However, additional charges 
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can be brought against you that scale up your is the maximum for the charge, but now you will get 
sentence in a bewildering manner. Say you were in at least four and a half months in a federal prison, 
a tree sit and now face up to a year, but a level eight Three more points would have moved you into 
shows zero to six months and is in zone A. This category 13, zone D, and you would be doing the full 
means the judge can sentence you up to six months year. This is very important for those activists that are 
but has the option of probation. But wait, somebody's getting strings of small misdemeanors because the 
kid brought you food so you used a child in the feds can get you for a relatively small crime and jail 
commission of a crime. Offense level up two, and now you for extended periods. 

you're at a ten. This puts you in zone B, and now you're Finally, to bring it all together I am going to use an 

facing six to 1 2 months of jail time, but the judge still example of a more serious offense, shall we say, arson 
has the option of house arrest (which you must pay (damn shame those mills burnt down!). You were 
for). If you manage to get into the small zone C, then busted by the FBI, which got involved because of the 
you only have to do a minimum of half your time in perceived political nature of the arson. When you 
custody. But you had a knife, a dangerous weapon, so were indicted by the grand jury they handed down a 
add nine points, and don't forget the other nine for charge that had a maximum penalty of 10 years and 
conspiring with your support crew. Well, this puts you was a level 20 offense. So you start by facing 33 to 4 1 
at 28, which is 78-97 months. They can only give you months. Because there were multiple offenses, we 
the maximum for your crime so you won't do more can add on two levels for each charge. Let's say you 
than a year, but once you hit level 13, you had a year only burned two mills total. This brings you up to 
minimum and you are now in zone D, which means level 22. Next they decide you put someone at risk of 
you must serve the minimum amount shown or the death (yeah, no one was there but someone could 
maximum amount for the charge. See ya in a year. have been), add nine. This brings you up to 31. If they 
The same scenario again: high misdemeanor, fac- wanted to, they could add points for damage amounts, 
ing up to a year with a level eight. We'll take a look relevant conduct and/or many other "offense en- 
at how the criminal history category plays. This hancements." There are a few things that can reduce 

your offense level, but they're 
limited to pleading guilty and a 
bad childhood. So without the 
super-extras at level 31, zone D, 
you are facing a minimum 108 
months or nine years in federal 
prison of which you must serve 
at least 80 percent or seven years 
and three months. To make 
matters worse, before you went 
underground you got popped 
at a road blockade a couple of 
times and received probation. 
One of these times you were 
sentenced to six months in jail 
with all but 30 days suspended. 
That means you move into 
criminal history category two. 
Your minimum sentence is now 
10 years of which you must 
serve at least eight. If you plea, 
you can drop two levels and 
only face 97 months (which is 
why many folks plea). 

There is also a career criminal 
| law that can be applied to repeat 
I offenders who are busted with a 
controlled substance or for vio- 
^ lent offenses. For example, you 
| got busted at the scene and you 
| happen to have controlled sub- 
stances on you. For the con- 
trolled substances bit, you only 
have to have two previous ar- 
rests and a pot bust (so watch 
time you decide to plea out, they didn't see the kid, out if you've got a record and some herb). The way 
you ate with nothing but a spoon and chewed apart things are going we never know when the feds will 
any rope you needed cut. Because you plead and start pulling this out of the hat. 
accept responsibility for your crime, they drop the It is time to wake up to the reality of the federal 
offensive level by two so now you're at a six. Cool — system. Yes, some activists are choosing to plea out 
zero to six months probation here we come. But at the federal level because, particularly for ELF and 
wait, you've had six prior arrests. You received ALF activists and monkey-wrenchers, pleading can 
probation two times on minor trespass charges and save them a year or more in prison. The feds don't 
30 days another time so that moves you to category kick people out because of over crowding in the 
three with four points. Then you got that judge who prisons. You must do at least 80 percent of your 
gave you 90 days the first time you saw him (add two sentence, and it is to their advantage to have you 

points). Because he was sick of seeing your face, he in prison if you are able-bodied. Prisons are now 

gave you six months the next time. You never served the number one growth industry in the United 
more than 30 days in a stretch, but what you served States and a great source of free labor for multina- 
is immaterial because what you were sentenced to is tional corporations. It is past time to set up an 
what counts, so let's add four more points. This underground to get our people safe if they choose 
brings you into category five with ten points. Instead to run. The days of 30-day jail sentences are over 
of facing zero to six and probation, you're facing nine and some of us that end up facing real time may 

to 15 months of which at least half must be spent in choose to go underground, where we can still be 

custody because you've moved into zone C. Again useful and not work for the puppet prisons of the 
they cannot sentence you for more than a year if that evil multinationals destroying our world. 



& 

Offense 

Level 

SENTENCING TABLE ^ .^1 

(in months of imprisonment) 13 
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Dear Ned Ludd 


DEAR NED LUDD is an irregular feature in the Earth first! Journal for 
discussion of creative means of effective defense against the forces of industrial 
totalitarianism. Neither the Earth First! movement north cEarth First! Journal 
necessarily encourage anyone to do any of the things discussed in DEAR NED 
LUDD. Send us your submissions. 


Dear Ned, 

I have some burning desires I simply 
can't put out of my mind and, even 
though they may not traditionally fall 
within the realm of Earth First tactics, 
I must bring them to light. After all, it 
has been five and a half years since 
spicy reports from the Radical Vegan 
Barbeque blazed across the pages of 
the Earth First! Journal. 

First off, lest I ignite a heated debate 
of violence versus nonviolence, I must 
say: Torching the buildings and equip- 
ment of the corporate bastards who are 
raping the Earth and exploiting ani- 
mals should always be done with a 
supreme reverence for all living beings! 
Arson is a highly sophisticated and 
extremely dangerous act that I don't 
take lightly. Rash actions serve no good 
and will burn you and others. Think 
before you strike that match, hothead; 
if you or anyone else is blown away not 
only will that loss be suffered, but the 
integrity of the rest of the movement 
will go up in smoke. 

Stoke your flames on the moral high 
ground, take heed and don't get caught! 
The state would take great pleasure in 
raking you over your own coals, slowly 
roasting you in prison because there is 
no statute of limitations for arson. But 
don't let that dampen your desire. The 

Kerosene Fire Jug 


Earth is being burned. Let this informa- 
tion fan the flames of your resistance. 
We've gotta fight fire with fire. 
Safety Precautions 
When mixing fuels, make sure there 
are no open flames in the area. Never 
smoke around fuels or devices! When 
possible, use kerosene as a substitute 
for gasoline. It is less volatile. Be aware 
of your position when igniting incen- 
diaries so you don't get burned. Keep 
your hair back, and wear close-fitting 
clothing. Be careful not to get trapped 
inside a building or in an area that you 
cannot get out of. Above all — practice, 
practice, practice. 

Security Measures 
Tell no one. Be acutely aware of leav- 
ing fingerprints, hair and fibers or any 
other traces behind. Mask your materi- 
als acquisition trail. Some stores have 
video cameras so get materials well in 
advance and from different and far 
away stores. Be a clean freak! Dispose of 
all tools and materials used to manu- 
facture the devices. Wear gloves, old 
clothes and shoes that you can throw 
away during the entire process. 

The following information intro- 
duces several incendiary devices, the 
materials required to make them, where 
to acquire the materials and the proce- 
dure for building the devices. 


Inextinguishable Candle 


Plastic water or milk jugs filled with kerosene make simple, effective incen- 
diaries for burning buildings or cars. Inextinguishable birthday "joke candles" 
have been substituted for incense sticks in this recipe for their greater success 
rate in the field. 

Materials Required: 

• One one-gallon plastic water/milk jug with screw on lid 

• One and one-quarter gallons of kerosene 

• One quart-sized container with a screw-on lid 

• One thick, rectangular household sponge 

• One pencil 

• Two to four inextinguishable candles (birthday 
"joke candles") 

• Two cigarette lighters 

Procedure: 

1. Thoroughly clean the jug and the lid and remove all 
fingerprints! 

2. Fill the jug almost to the top with kerosene, 
leaving approximately an inch of space for fumes to 
collect so the jugs won't leak. Pour the remaining 
quart of kerosene into another container with a screw- 
on lid. 

3. Set the sponge on its side and use the pencil to punch 
two deep holes in each side of it to fit the inextinguishable 
candles, which will act as ignition delays. 

4. Transport separately the jug, the quart of kerosene, the sponge and the 
candle igniters. Place the incendiary jug in the location you want it to burn and 
stuff the sponge through the handle of the plastic jug. Douse the surrounding 
area with the quart of kerosene, making sure to saturate the sponge. Light two 
to four inextinguishable candle igniters a safe distance from any fuel sources. 
Carefully insert the igniters into the holes in the sponge, one on either side of 
the jug handle. 

When the candles burn down they ignite the sponge, which will in turn melt 
the jug, which will finally ignite the kerosene. 

NOTE: The inextinguishable candle igniters act as time delays on the ignition of the 
kerosene jug. They may bum anywhere from 15 to 45 minutes, depending on the 
circumstances. Take into consideration the atmospheric temperature, humidity, wind 
velocity and the length of the candles. Test the candle igniters under conditions that 
approximate the real thing so you can anticipate how long it will take before the jugs 



" Fire has often been compared to a living creature: it eats, it 
breathes oxygen, it reproduces itself, behaves in ways accord- 
ing to certain rules that could be considered a thought process, 
it fights for life, and if deprived of its essential needs, it dies. 
Living or not, it is a ferocious beast of tremendous power." 

— Lyle Whitney's new book, " The Black Book of Arson." 


ignite. If you need to, the candle igniters can be skipped and the sponges can be lit 
directly from a safe distance. 

Gelled Flame Fuels 

Liquid gasoline fuels are greatly enhanced by mixing various susbstances 
into them. Adding lye, soap, latex or wax to gasoline will create "gelled" or 
"paste" type fuels which are more viscous than liquid fuels. These will "stick" 
to the target and produce a higher concentra- tion of 

heat. Gel can also be injected into the walls of 
buildings to achieve intense structure fires 
that are difficult to extinguish. 

The following is a recipe which uses 
common household soap and alcohol to 
gel gasoline. 

Materials Required: 

• One gallon gasoline 

• One quart ethyl alcohol 

• One box laundry soap (powdered or flaked) 

• One gallon container with tight fitting lid 

• Stirring stick 

Procedure: 

1. If using bar soap, carve it into flakes using a knife. 

2. Pour alcohol and gasoline into container and mix 
thoroughly 36 parts gasoline to one part ethyl alcohol. 

3. Add 20 parts powdered soap or 28 parts flaked soap to gasoline-alcohol mix. 
Stir occasionally until thickened (about 15 minutes). 

NOTE: Detergents cannot be used! Unless the word "soap" actually appears 
somewhere on the container or wrapper, a washing compound is probably a detergent. 
Molotov Cocktail 



» Gas-soaked Fuse 


A Molotov cocktail is an incendiary projectile that bursts into flames when 
it hits the target. Acquire a quart-size glass bottle 
with a cork. Your standard bottle of wine, albeit 
large, will work just fine. Beer bottles will also work 
but are considered small ammo. Wide-mouth, 16- 
ounce bottles are great. Fill it two-thirds full with 
gasoline and one-third full with motor oil. Add 
styrofoam peanuts or soap flakes. Now, shake it 
baby! Fashion a fuse from a gasoline-soaked rag 
and stuff it in the mouth of the bottle. Push the 
cork in to hold the rag fuse. (Tampons soaked in 
gas make fine fuses screwed into a hole through 
the twist-cap on the 16-ounce bottles). That's it! 

Light the fuse and throw it, sidearm, at your 
target. Do not throw it overhand! You don't 
want Molotov juice all over your head! 

Placement of Incendiaries 



Cheers 



2/3 Gas 


1/3 Oil 


For maximum combustion, place incendiaries strategically. It is important to 
know the strength of your incendiary and the structural weakness of the target. 
Find the most vulnerable, flammable, fuel-loaded area to hit, such as electrical 
wiring boxes, wood piles and paper/document storage areas. After all, you want 
to reduce to ashes what is built to withstand earthquakes, storms and yes, even 
fire itself. 

Locate and assess the fire-sprinkler and security systems. Consider prevalent 
wind direction for outdoor operations and the proximity of things you don't 
want burned, like a forest. Place incendiaries where fire will quickly spread to 
the rest of the structure. Analyze the building type and its structural materials. 
If it is made of wood, you may be able to simply burn it from the outside. If 
it is made of concrete, you may need to get inside. Get the blue prints/floor 
plans if possible. Ask yourself if the whole thing will go up with just a carefully 
lobbed Molotov cocktail or will you need to ignite four kerosene jugs on the 
roof. Maybe you'll need to pump the walls full of gelled fuel? 

Whatever the situation calls for, take every precaution to ensure no life is 
harmed in the process. Fully scout the target months in advance of your action: 
Make sure you know when and where any people or other animals typically are 
so as not to endanger them. Then, develop a plan for total incineration. 

Light reading for those with heated passions: 

The Black Book of Arson, Lyle Whitney. Available from Loompanics Unlimited, 
POB 1197, Port Townsend, WA 98368. 

The Final Nail, Destroying the Fur Industry #2,. Found on ALF web site: 
www.animal-liberation.net. 

Black Book of Improvised Munitions, Vol. 2. Also available from Loompanics. 

Incendiarily yours, 

Sparky 

Inspired by the courageous resistance of Animal Liberation Front warrior 
Barry Horne. May his memory and his defiant death lend others the strength 
to act. 


"Extremism in the defense of liberty is no vice. Moderation in the pursuit of justice is no virtue. " 

— Malcolm X 
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Now, what would you 


Ho. Ho. Ho! Merry Anarchistmas!” 



Call Santa Clausen at ( 707 ) 268-1354 and wish him a merry Anarchistmas! 


Dear SFB/Letters to the EF! Journal 

The EF! Journal's Samhain issue 
front page featured the alarming 
news, "Headwaters Activist 
Killed." Evidently a giant redwood 
tree was intentionally felled by an 
enraged MAXXAM/Pacific Lum- 
ber logger and aimed at protest- 
ers, fracturing David "Gypsy" 
Chain's head. Karen Pickett's ar- 
ticle suggested contacting vari- 
ous government officials, but 
many of them are likely to be in 
cahoots with the perpetrators of 
this crime. If you really want to do 
something, as I have, send a check 
to Trees Foundation, POB 2202, 
Redway, CA, 95560 or Northcoast 
Earth First!, POB 28, Areata, CA 
955 18 and designate it "For David 
Chain Legal Fund." 

— I WASN'T THERE BUT I CARE 

Charles Hurwitz, MAXXAM and 
A.E. Ammons fit the definition of 
maximum shits, as described in 
the Webster's Dictionary: maxi- 
mum\'\ adj 1: greatest in quan- 
tity or highest in degree attain- 
able or attained; shit\'\n 4: slang: 
a contemptible person. 

Charles Hurwitz is to the high- 
est degree a contemptible person 
for directing his M AXXAM-Pacific 
Lumber to pay its loggers, such as 
the out of control A.E. Ammons, 
to cut down Earth's natural heri- 
tage of awesome, 1,000-year-old 
trees and in the process kill Gypsy 
who was a compassionate person 
for standing by the redwoods. 
MAXXAM is to the highest degree 
a contemptible group of persons, 
as seen in their connivance to 
furtively sell away our ancient 
forests. A.E. Ammons is to the 
highest degree the most con- 
temptible person for brutally kill- 
ing a tree so as to kill Gypsy, who 
was compassionately guarding the 
forest. They are maxxam shits, and 
saying so cannot possibly be con- 
strued as slander, as their actions 
and the dictionary confirm that 
they are maximum shits. Given 
that Charles Hurwitz, 

M AXXAM-Pacific 
Lumber and A.E. 



Ammons are sitting safely, while 
activists are being pepper sprayed 
for protecting what Gypsy stood 
for, it's only fair that the rest of 
the world know the home address 
of Charles Hurwitz, Pacific Lum- 
ber and A.E. Ammons. Please print 
it here so that we may have the 
opportunity to write to Charles at 
his home, as Gypsy was killed in 
his home in the forest. 

— Dr. Dictionary 

Ed. Response: Contact MAXXAM 
at 5847 San Felipe, #2600, Hous- 
ton, TX 77257; (713) 267-3722. 
Please forward all home addresses to 
Live Wild or Die at POB 481, Tuc- 
son, AZ 85702. 

-IB 

Dear $FB, 

The recent action at Vail, Co. 
fits our universal premise of "No 
Compromise in defense of 
Momma Earth." All administra- 
tive remedy had been exhausted. 
The action was nonviolent. While 
some disagree with the tactic of 
financial ecotage, lets not fail the 
ELF's warriors and distance our 
movement from these brave de- 
fenders in the night. The elves' 
rallying call has not completely 
fallen on deaf ears. The power of 
tmth is final. 

— Snaggle Tooth ScAnnie 

Dear SFB, 

The Journal has not done well 
supporting the action of the 
alledged ELF's arson of the Vail 
Resort on behalf of all of us in the 
New York Times. Here's why: 

1) The FBI has used this once 
again to round up nonviolent pro- 
testers. Can we even be sure that 
this was done by people protect- 
ing the environment? 

2) The communique asks skiers 
to use a different resort. Ahem. 
No self-respecting biocentrist 
would ask anyone to ski at any 
resort. A clear indication of a non- 
wilderness oriented ideology on 
behalf of the "ELF" writer. 

3) We really have little informa- 
tion on this event and for the 
Journal staff to comment flippantly 
on a major news story designed to 

discredit our campaigns shows a 
severe lack of experience and 
critical thinking. 

My personal response to 
CNN was that we don't have 
enough information to 
comment. The fact is that 
arsons can kill and Earth First! 
has a 18-year track record of 
never harming another human 
being, regardless of whether 
the individual groups have a 
nonviolence code they ad- 
here to. Our 

. actions de- 

— .... fine our phi- 

losophies. 
Wannabe 


monkeywrenchers should keep 
their mouths shut, lest they ruin 
it for those actually involved in 
the full spectrum of actions. 

— Darryl Cherney 

Ed. Response: For the record, the 
NY Times quote read "Personally, I 
don't have a problem with hitting 
people like Vail Inc. in their pock- 
ets... I don't have a problem with 
seeing their facilities bum down. It's 
a war. Monkeywrenching and 
ecosabotage are strategies that some 
people feel are justified in some cir- 
cumstances. " 

I wasn't being flippant, I was be- 
ing honest. 

TK, WANNABE MONKEYWRENCHER, 

BUT NOW AN EF! J EDITOR. 

Hello there from Vail. You 
should tell your friends at the 
Earth Liberation Front that fires 
and terrorism will not be toler- 
ated here in the Vail Valley. So, 
without anything "intelligent" 
(as I'm sure u would put it) to say, 

I will simply say to you — Stay the 
fuck away from our ski moun- 
tain. I dare you to come 
try and burn it down 
again, you are likely to 
get a ski shoved right 
up your terrorist ass. 

That hurts... 

— Snowrngr@aol.com. 

If those responsible 
for the Vail destruction 
would realize the damage done 
to the environmental commu- 
nity. Trees will probably be cut to 
replace what was burned, and 
more C02 was released into the 
atmosphere because of ones im- 
patience. Certainly I, and the rest 
of the environmental infrastruc- 
ture, would have responded im- 
mediately to the greedy individu- 
als at Vail regarding their pro- 
posed expansion, and the preser- 
vation of the lynx. Here in the 
White MT's of New Hampshire, 
we have had many achievements 
regarding the halting of ski-MT 
expansion through nonviolent 
means. Please contact me for 
ideas regarding strategy that 
works through non-destructive 
means in the hopes that the en- 
vironmental community can 
rally together and not be under- 
mined by a few apples that have 
maybe gone astray. 

— Paul Knight, Environmental 

Biologist; paul.knight3@gte,net. 

This email is from a resident of 
Vail, Colorado. Environmental- 
ists you call yourselves? What kind 
of example do you think you just 
set for the children of Eagle 
County and the rest of the World. 
"Save the lynx — screw up the chil- 
dren” should be your motto. Ar- 
son as a way to solve a problem? 


That's smart. Hope none of you 
have children. I can only hope 
that my three boys grow up to be 
more productive problem solvers 
than your organization and its 
members. 

— Michele M. Nichols; 
michele@theguide.com. 

Dear Earth First!, 

We are writing because we are 
an Environmental Awareness class 
at Burke Mountain Academy in 
East Burke, Vermont. We are con- 
cerned about the recent fires at 
Vail, Colorado. We understand 
that they were set by the Earth 
Liberation Front, who are associ- 
ated with your organization. 
Please forward this letter to them. 

Although we are concerned 
about environmental issues, we 
are also a ski 



academy and we are a bit con- 
fused about your decisions. We 
have read a newspaper article 
about the incident at Vail, and we 
would like to ask a few questions. 

What were you trying to ac- 
complish by burning the Two Elk 
restaurant? We feel that it may 
have been hypocritical of you to 
defend the environment by set- 
ting a match to it. This, however 
is because we do not fully under- 
stand the situation and would 
appreciate some insight from you. 
Furthermore, we are wondering if 
you have accomplished that 
which you set out to do. Have you 
made any progress? 

Why did your organization ad- 
mit guilt so freely? We are wonder- 
ing about the legal ramifications 
following your actions, did any- 
one get arrested, do you have to 
pay mad fines? Will you be sued? 
If you do have fines, how will you 
raise the money to pay them? 

We would appreciate a re- 
sponse, as we are genuinely in- 
terested in your reasoning. 
Please get back to us as soon as 
possible, we are looking forward 
to hearing the facts from a party 


who was directly involved. 
Thank you for your time 
and consideration. 
Sincerely, 

— The Environmental 
Awareness class at Burke 
Mountain Academy, POB 
78, E. Burke, VT 05832. 

Dear Shit for Brains, 

I don't know if the claim 
of responsibility for the 
Vail fires by the Earth Lib- 
eration Front is true, but re- 
gardless of who actually lit 
the match, I'm pissed at the 

ELF who wrote this: 

"This action is just a warning. 
We will be back if this greedy 
corporation continues to tres- 
pass into wild and unroaded ar- 
eas. For your safety and conve- 
nience, we strongly advise skiers 
to choose other destinations 
until Vail cancels its inexcus- 
able plans for expansion." 

I believe that the real eco-ter- 
rorists are the ones destroying 
the earth and terrorizing her chil- 
dren. But the above quote im- 
plies a threat of violence to other 
human beings. And it begins to 
justify giving the FBI power to 
investigate radical environmen- 
talists as a "terrorist threat" be- 
cause the above text is, essen- 
tially, a terrorist threat. 

— Oikos 

Dear Journalistas: 

The "promise" of civil disobedi- 
ence (CD) is a historical falsehood. 

First of all, any movement striv- 
ing for social change has 
had a radical fringe that 
used means that in- 
volved damage of 
property, and some- 
times, people. 
Where would Mar- 
tin have been with- 
out Malcolm? 
Where would 
Gandhi have been 
without the thousands 
who took up arms against 
the British? Where would 
republican Spain have 
been without Durruti? 

Second of all, CD as a 
strategy does not threaten 
the power structure and will 
only result in minor reforms. The 
civil rights movement resulted in 
the appearance of a just and equal 
society, but there are now more 
people of color in prison than 
ever before. And Gandhi's India is 
now just another world super- 
power with millions in poverty 
and rampant ethnic violence. 

Third, some people have never 
kept their end of the "promise:" 
they are the upstanding citizens 
who killed Chaney, Goodman and 
Schwerner in Mississippi, the Ni- 
gerian generals who hung Ken 
Saro-Wiwa, the Chevron thugs 
who gunned down student pro- 
testers and the guardsmen who 
opened fire at Kent State. 

Fourth, CD is not only unnatu- 
ral, but anti-natural. Name an- 
other animal species that sits pas- 
sively by while being attacked; it 
either fights, flees or goes extinct. 
The same goes for almost any 
person resisting attack on the 
street or in the home. But CD 
says, when resistance is really 
needed, in situations of social sig- 
nificance, deny these instincts. 

Fifth, if you have grown up 
being harassed by the law and 
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like f or X-mas? J ust tell Santarchist in 300 

words or less kids. He and his trusty elves 
get the goods. What’s more, they deliver! 


seeing your friends and family go 
through the same, then why are 
you going to allow it to be done to 
yourself? So your cause will ap- 
peal to a bunch of white liberals 
who never gave a shit when you 
were being arrested and beaten 
just for walking down the street? 

If used like an ideology, CD is 
blown full of holes. If used as a 
tactic with regard to context, 
CD may still be salvageable. But 
like David Chain's sad story il- 
lustrates, activists cannot always 
control that context. 

[Viva la Lucha! 

— El Subway 

Your attention please, 

Just the past few years, major 
threats and damage to our ecosys- 
tem, our (only) life support sys- 
tem have been occurring. As you 
read this letter of urgency, disas- 
ters are now happening, and more 
are on the way. Disasters are com- 
ing down big time\ 

People are being wounded and 
murdered by abusive technology. 
Corporations and govt's still con- 
tinue to allow these detrimental 
technologies to exist. We are pay- 
ing a horrendous price, and our 
children are suffering the conse- 
quences. Do we care about this? 

Over $40 billion in damage so 
far (who is paying for all this?) 
caused by changing weather pat- 
terns, droughts, fires, disease, 
insect infestation and the list 
grows longer. 

Many people sit apathetically 
while the carnage continues, and 
as well, many environmentalists 
sit behind their desks while na- 
ture continues to be ravage. Letter 
writing campaigns, petitions, re- 
search (how much research does 
it take anyway?), writing articles, 
etc., are good up to a point, and as 
an environmentalist, you prob- 
ably know that these take a long 
time. Most bought-off govt's ig- 
nore or do little to make serious 
change. If your house was on fire 
and your loved ones were threat- 
ened, what would you do? Write 
a letter? Do more research? 

Nature is being slaughtered, and 
the time is ripe for serious action! 
It's now time for the people who 
care for the Earth, I'm sure you do 
or you wouldn't be where you are 
today, to start to put the wrench into 
the gears that are grinding up our 
life support system into a pulp. It is 
time for serious direct actionWW It is 
time to get out from behind your 
computers and get your hands 
dirty. This is war and nature needs 
allies. If you really care, then your 
actions will speak louder. We can- 
not wait any longer. Time is run- 
ning short. Stop wasting precious 
time, stop the excuses and start to 
become a true ally for the Earth. 

I must remain anonymous. As 
you may know the corrupt corpo- 
rate gov't we have running (ruin- 
ing) us would have me arrested as 
a subversive. I live in a part of 
Alberta where the biggest envi- 
ronmental abomination in North 
America is raping the North. The 
Tar Sands, Alberta, Canada. 

— Anonymous 


ml . 

w* 



Dear He/She/It with shit 4 brains, 

What's with the ads for washing 
machines in EF! Journal ? As for us, 
we hand wash our duds in the 
communal bathtub when not in 
the wild. I imagine that this adver- 
tiser means well, but I believe that 
Mother Nature is a better provider 
than Niagara Mohawk, GE, Con 
Edison, et al. Maybe this advertiser 
should start supplying his con- 
traptions with solar panels that 
double as a dryer?!? 

— Love Canal EF! 

Ed. Response: Has all the dioxin 
affected your eyes? If you looked past 
the picture you would have noticed it 
was an ad for washing machine 
detergent substitute balls. They keep 
phosphate/petroleum based deter- 
gents out of our watershed! Thanks, 

—FR 

SFB, 

The forests have lost an- 
other defender here in Wis- / 
consin. He worked on an en- 
tirely different front but his 
commitment was equally 
strong. Walther Kuhlmann 
generously contributed his 
legal expertise to the forest 
plan revision process and 
led an unsuccessful effort 
to have the courts over- 
turn the previous plans 
for the Nicolet and 
Chenquamegon Na- 
tional Forests here vt - 
in Wisconsin. 

His dedication 
and integrity 
were an inspira- 
tion to us all. 

He took his own life 
the night of September 
27 . The bastards had bro- 
ken his heart. 

— Hank 

I realize you said you 
wouldn't print anymore 
letters about Birth First!, but you 
can understand why I am a weensy 
bit upset about the two quotes 
included in my letter which got 
truncated and run together so as 
to make no sense at all. The correct 
quotes are as follows: 

Les U. Knight: "The intentional 
creation of one more of us by any 
couple anywhere can't be justified 
in light of the tens of thousands of 
children who die from malnutri- 
tion each day and considering the 
millions of species going extinct as 


a result of our activities." 

Joe Fournier: "Anyone who has 
children is just as guilty as Exxon 
for spilling oil in Alaska and caus- 
ing environmental destruction." 

Thanks for setting the record 
straight. 

— Joanne Cockerill 

Dear SFB, 

I have an idea for the "Stop 
the Re-Route" campaign in 
Minnehaha. It's a long shot, but 
it will work. First off, I'd like to 
applaud Patchouli's "Minnehaha 
Under Siege” article. The re-route 
threatens to destroy the last fresh 
water spring in Minneapolis. It 
violates the 1865 treaty of the 
Dakota nation. And, it prom- 
ises to bulldoze through sacred 
burial grounds. 

Not mentioned in Patchouli's 
article is that over 8,000 people 
have signed a petition against the 
re-route. Even for a city of Minne- 
apolis' size, the "Stop the Re- 
Route" campaign suggests a level 
of community support that Min- 
nesota Department of Transpor- 
tation (MNDOT) cannot ignore. 

My plan of action: A direct as- 
sault on the re-route through the 
appropriation of Princess Di's wed- 
ding dress!!! While many of us 
may oppose cooperating with 
Prince William for access to the 
dress, this is a cause he may sup- 
port. We bury the dress in the line 
of the re-route and thus stop the 
project in its tracks! This is an 
obstacle which no one, not even 
MNDOT, will threaten. America 
and Europe will together rise 
*' , up against the state of Minne- 

J sota if they so much as 
! threaten the dress! While the 
governor of Minnesota 
might not respect the sa- 
credness of our land, 
the sacredness of na- 
tive burial grounds, 
the sacredness of an 
objet de Princess Di 
permeates the heart 
of nearly everyone! 
Together, the re-route 
can end! 

— Blake Stone-Banks, 
St. Paul, MN 

Dear Sisters, Friends 
and Brothers! 

I have been silent 
about the Swan long 
enough! The Swan 
Valley in western 
Montana that is. 
My life-partner 
and I live in a 
tipi here by the 
river and are 
caretakers of a magnificent old- 
growth forest. 

Nature's harmony seems to still 
be in balance here. Even our small 
organic garden is the happy home 
of myriads of birds and insects. 
What is unsettling to us though is 
the war against Nature all around 
us. The Swan Valley, for those 
who have never heard of it, is 
nestled between the Mission 
Mountains Wilderness to the west, 
and Bob Marshall Wilderness to 
the east, which is part of the North- 



ern Continental Divide Ecosys- 
tem. This area is the last strong- 
hold of the Grizzly Bear in the 
lower 48 and the last place left 
outside the Arctic where it's pos- 
sible to find virtually all the wild 
critters that were here prior to 
European conquest. 

Wonderful. But here's the real- 
ity. A huge timber company called 
Plum Creek is hauling away the 
homes of our wild and free neigh- 
bors. Every morning at ahout 4 
a.m. we hear the machine start 
up. They spend the -next 16 
hours or so grinding up 
what's left of what makes 
this valley special. We live a 
mile off the highway, so we 
are aware of the hundreds of 
logging trucks that go roaring 
by on their way to a mill 
that is 200 miles 
from the trees. . 

We feel pretty 
much alone out 
here in our op- 
position to the rape of 
our common Mother. 

That is why we are writing 
this letter. Our tears drop 
to the Earth, our prayers 
rise up with the Eagles to 
carry this message to any- 
one who has ears to bear 
this plea: "Come to tbe 
Swan and help us defend 
what is left of the Wild Northern 
Rockies!" We speak on behalf of 
Moose, Bear, Eagle, Mountain 
Lion, Beaver, Muskrat, Marmot, 
Linx, Grey Wolf, Flying Squirrel, 
Boreal Owl, Elk, Snowshoe Hare, 
Pileated Woodpecker, Vole, 
Mink, Deer, Skunk, Fox, Otter, 
Wolverine, Coyote, Porcupine, 
Grouse, Bobcat, Bull Trout, Frogs, 
Toads, Salamanders, Turtles and 
many, many others! 

Please come to the Swan if you 
aren't already defending another 
part of Mother Earth. We have 
nothing organized yet, but we 
welcome your presence and in- 
put. But know beforehand what 
we are up against: A huge timber 
beast that holds title to nearly 
every other square mile of land 
up here, and they plan to clearcut 
it all: sub-alpine forests that 
don't grow back! Also, it gets 
really fuckin' cold here in the 
winter. But cold and darkness 
does nothing to stop these boys 
from raping this forest. We sure 
could use some help defending 
what is left of this magnificent 
place. If you have any input or 
interest, please write. 

— Treeprog and Littlebird, 
Montana Highway 83, Swan 
Lake, MT 59911. 


You can sit there and smile into 
the TV — as you roast and the 
walls fall down on your lazy-ass, 
bone-headed excuse for exist- 
ence — or? do something rad. 
Think for a change or better yet 
just listen to your instructions: 

Pack up, head out North by 
North West, fuck up everything 
expensive or modern or shiny or 
techno that you can get away 
with fucking up, do it now, do it 
often, keep doing it until you run 
out of shit to destroy, get 
caught or get to the ocean. 
Then do it some more or 
look for some cool friends 
to grow food with. WE 



are gathering where we are, we are 
praying, and we are expecting to 
get our asses walloped if enough 
of you don't hurry up and do your 
share for America, for Apple pies 
you will never eat, for Ganja 
heaven or who cares why. Do it. 
Do it good. God is a short cut to/ 
of good. Please remember to wash 
your hands... thenk you. 

— Ann Onymous 

Dear SFB, 

Regarding putting sand in the 
fuel tanks of those yellow earth 
destroyer/rapists, it is a total waste 
of time. White sugar is far more 
destructive and harder to detect 
until it is too late. It dissolves in 
the fuel and turns into rock hard 
carbon in the combustion cham- 
ber when it is burned with the 
fuel. Sand is easily filtered out by 
the fuel filters, whereas dissolved 
sugar passes through. This results 
in severe damage to the engine, 
requiring major overhaul and re- 
placement of pistons, rods, valves, 
head and sometimes crankshaft. 

— Drew 


Excuse ( — use) MMMMMEEE, 

I'm SSSSSorry (& so right) to in- 
convenience you, but we're just 
trying to save the PLANET... THE 
ppPLANET 

TREE SITTER, HANGING OFF 
A building in San Francisco, Feb., 

1998. WAAAAAAKE UP!!! We are 
calling a planetary wide "RED 
Alert!!" RED ALERT: not commu- 
nists, not "red"-neck militia, red- 
like in "on Fire" red hot, too 
damn late to do much about, red. 
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Dance for Life 


by Richard Boren 

I'll never forget October 22, 1998 when the people 
triumphed over the powerful interests that had in- 
vaded our community. After listening to the unbeliev- 
able news that the Sierra Blanca nuclear waste dump 
had been defeated, we walked outside the fateful 
hearing to find the sun shining after five days of rain. 
In the parking lot the young matachines dancers from 
the Mexican community of Guadelupe were engaged 
in a victory dance. It was great to be alive. 

Since the matachines, who draw upon a mixture of 
indigenous and Catholic traditions to preserve in- 
digenous heritage, arrived in Austin, they had been 
dancing. They danced in front of the state Capitol, 
at the governor's mansion and in a vigil at the Texas 
Natural Resources Conservation Commission 
(TNRCC) complex. 

Texas officials and police were confused by the 
presence of the matachines. They had prepared to 
deal with environmental activists by cordoning off 
the entire TNRCC complex and putting up barri- 
cades. But nothing in their training prepared them 
for 1 2-year-olds dressed in brightly colored costumes 
performing dances with gourd shakers and drums. 

The rest of us, however, knew what the matachines' 
presence meant. They symbolize how we overcame 
the forces of death, representing spirituality, unity, 
courage and a great love for Mother Earth. Not even 
the $50 million spent to promote the dump could 
stop us. We had practically no money, but we had 
justice on our side. 

One might ask why the matachines from Mexico 
were fighting a nuclear waste dump in Texas. The 
answer: When it comes to saving the water, the 

WOLVES continued from page 4 

Beyond bringing the culprits in these killings to 
justice, the Southwest Center believes that recover- 
ing wolves cannot be a numbers game won by 
dropping wolves on the ground faster than they are 
killed. The current recovery plan calls for de-listing 
when only 100 wolves survive in the wild. Instead, 
we must start responding to the landscape's own 
needs and learning from the historical accounts of 
Southwestern wolves' original travels. 

Real recovery would entail restoring wolf corri- 
dors extending from the Gila and Blue Range west 
and southwest into the Sky Islands (such as the 
Peloncillos, Chiricauhauas and Mount Graham) 
and south into Mexico. Through its tireless peregri- 
nations, the Mexican wolf can help reknit the tat- 
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land and the air, there 
is no border. 

Over a year ago more 
than 3,000 Mexican stu 
dents and US supporters 
blocked five interna 
tional bridges in Juarez 
and the Juarez Valley to 
protest the dump. It was 
like an earthquake felt 
all the way to Austin. In 
August, over 500 Mexi 
can and US citizens 
marched the 76 miles 
from Sierra Blanca to El 
Paso. Dozens of other 
protests, hunger strikes 

and events, almost always involving both nationali- 
ties, were held. Never before has such unity been 
seen on this part of the border. The bond of friend- 
ship across borders that has come from this experi- 
ence has been the best part of all. 

Although we have won this battle, the war continues. 
Sierra Blanca is still home to the largest sludge dump on 
Earth. Andrews, another West Texas community that 
already has a toxic waste dump, is now being targeted 
as the replacement nuclear dump site. Mexican bor- 
der communities are being affected by toxic waste 
illegally dumped by US-owned maquiladora indus- 
tries. The Waste Isolation Pilot Plant in southern New 
Mexico is trying to become the dumping ground for 
nuclear waste from nuclear weapons production. We 
have an obligation to help any community in any 
country that is facing the toxic curse. 

Our victory is a beacon of hope for many commu- 

tered threads of Southwestern wildlands together 
again. But that won't happen without a reversal of 
the political dynamics that first brought the species 
so perilously close to extinction. 

You can help by writing or calling Secretary Babbitt 
and urging him to close grazing allotments and roads 
within the Mexican wolf's range, to prosecute Richard 
Humphry for the first wolf shooting, advocate with 
Congress for the Blue Range's designation as protected 
wilderness and place additional wolves directly into 
the Gila Wilderness. Bruce Babbitt, Interior Secretary, 
Room 6156, 1849 C St., Washington, DC 20240. (202) 
208-7351. Contact the Southwest Center at POB 710, 
Tucson, AZ 85702-0710; (520) 623-5252. 

Michael Robinson is communications director at the 
Southwest Center for Biological Diversity. He is completing 
a book on the history of the wolf extermination campaign. 
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Matachines dancers' celebratory march in Austin, Texas, October '98 

nities. Peaceful, nonviolent struggle is a powerful 
weapon. At Sierra Blanca, we became even stronger by 
joining hands with our Mexican neighbors. It has 
been one of the most enriching experiences of my life. 

Wagons Ho 1 Bioneers 

by Field Agent CR 

The deep ecology literati recently circled their 
wagons at Fort Mason in San Francisco for the oddly 
named Bioneers Conference, an annual event that 
plays host to some of the most prolific and influen- 
tial intellectuals in the environmental movement. 
Organizers Nina Simon and Kenny Ausubal say the 
mission of the Bioneers gathering is to provide "in- 
spiration and illumination" so this year they invited 
such luminaries as Frit jof Capra, Jerry Mander, David 
Orr, Starhawk, Peter Warshall and John Mohawk to 
present updates on their latest endeavors. 

Jerry Mander, author of my favorite treatise, "In 
the Absence of the Sacred," addressed issues raised 
in his latest book, "The Case Against the Global 
Economy," a spectacular compilation co-edited 
with Edward (.Goldsmith, founder of the leading 
European environmental journal. The Ecologist. 
Mander is a powerful and persuasive speaker and 
writer, and the audience sat in rapt attention as he 
eloquently indicted the very concept of the corpo- 
ration. His critique is radical, profound and un- 
compromising. But when asked, Mander said he 
would stop short of advocating illegal activity 
against corporate tyranny, adding with a wink, 
"especially in an interview situation." While 
Mander was certainly preaching to the choir, his 
clear-thinking rhetoric helps build the metaphysi- 
cal foundation for deep ecology activism. 

Seneca community leader and former editor of 
Akwesasne Notes, John Mohawk, gave an inspiring 
speech about virtue, the merits of the dialectical 
philosophy of Socrates and the social organization 
of the Iroquois, and lamented a civilization fueled 
by greed. Starhawk, the most famous ecofeminist 
witch in North America, spoke passionately about 
the West's long history of persecuting nature lovers. 
At the end of her presentation, she led the audience 
in a moment of silence for fallen Earth First! forest 
defender David Chain. 

There were three days of well-attended lectures, 
workshops, book signings, music and networking 
designed to appeal to a highbrow coterie of wealthy 
liberals who share an obviously sincere spiritual 
concern for Mother Earth. Portions of the confer- 
ence had a decidedly radical bent, at least in terms 
of theory, however the "Youth Action" workshop 
struck me as promoting anything but. The gist of 
the obviously privileged youth's "activity," they 
proudly proclaimed, consisted of holding a series of 
meetings to discuss the looming environmental 
crisis, facilitated by the generous contribution of 
$10,000 from a group of Buddhist monks associated 
with the Dalai Lama — huh!?! 

I did learn that all the Bioneers love Julia Butter- 
fly. The youth activists who interviewed her by cell 
phone applauded her commitment and remarked 
on how sweet she is. Even though I'm pretty sure 
none of them will end up in a tree very soon, they'll 
probably get their parents to send her money and, 
well, I guess that's cool too. 
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ception, he asserts we can do this without renounc- 
ing rationality and intellectual analysis. Abram leaves 
us with a reminder that we must cultivate a fresh and 
responsible awareness of our tentative place in the 
universe, that we must embark on the project of re- 
grounding humanity in nature. 

The first three pages are filled with acclaim from 
Bill McKibben, Thomas Berry, Joanna Macy, Max 
Oelschlager, Gary Snyder, Theodore Roszak and 

,v Lynn Margulis among others. Although the editors 

deconstruct the Western concepts of time and space, of "Philosophy and Religion" wrote, "shaky on the 
again contrasting them with oral, indigenous cul- grounds of the arguments given, Abram's work is 
tures. To finish, Abram lightens up, discussing the otherwise both moving and convincing," I'd say 
forgotten sacredness of the air and how it is really the this is a keeper folks. This is one for your lifetime 
medium of our "more-than-human" collective con- bookshelf (or backpack) to be reread and pondered, 
sciousness, the essence of Gaia. After reawakening "The Spell of the Sensuous" is printed by Vintage 
our sensuousness, our animistic dimension of per- Books and is available at university bookstores for $14. 

Awakening: T he Upside or Y2K 



REVIEWED BY JEFF HOGG 

So you think you've read enough ecological phi- 
losophy? Y ou've flipped through the tomes of Naess, 
Sessions, Bookchin, Beale, etc., and you get the 
point, it's time for some action. Well, you might 
want to read "The Spell of the Sensuous: Perception 
and Language in the More-Than-Human World" 
and then take that month-long backwoods venture 
you've been planning. For, as Bill McKibben wrote, 
"This is a landmark book. Scholars will doubtless 
recognize its brilliance, but they may overlook the 
most important part of Dave Abram's achievement: 
He has written the best instruction manual yet for 
becoming fully human. 1 walked outside when I was 
done and the world was a different place." 

Unique among the arguments made in popular 
works of ecological philosophy (at least in my pathetic 
repertoire), the thesis of David Abram's provocative 
first book is that the alphabet is one of the biggest 
factors responsible for humanity's sensorial disasso- 
ciation from nature. He illustrates the influence of 
spoken and written language and rational thinking on 
humankind's perception 
of the natural world and 
physical interaction 
with nature. Abram 
writes beautifully and 
simply, avoiding the 
dry, academic flavor as 
much as possible with 
engaging stories and il- 
lustrations. The book is 
"laudable for its bravura 
and opulent coloring of 
the sensorial canvass 
surrounding us," com- 
ment the editors of "Phi- 
losophy and Religion." 

Abram contends the 
individual in alphabetic, 
industrialized civiliza- 
tion looks out at a purely 
"exterior" nature from a 
purely "interior" zone, a 
consciousness unrelated 
to other human or non- 
human minds around it 
or to the environing 
Earth. Abram challenges 
the psychological baggage left to us from the likes of 
Socrates and Plato. Using the philosophy of phe- 
nomenology, his research on oral tradition in indig- 
enous cultures and his experience as a sleight-of-hand 
magician, he explores the psychology of perception 
and the de-sacrilization of the sensuous "life- world." 
The evils wrought by literacy have been discussed 
before, but Abram takes it to a new level, subverting 
the dichotomies of culture and nature, body and 
mind, convincing the reader with his well-researched 
arguments and illustrations of the existence of a 
visceral world stolen by the Greek scribes and the 
subsequent evolution of Western culture. 

In the first chapter, "The Ecology of Magic," he 
draws the reader in with captivating personal ac- 
counts of his perceptual transformation while living 
amongst indigenous people. He asserts that, contrary 
to many anthropologists' interpretations, the sha- 
mans in these cultures function as intermediaries 
between people and the "larger, more-than-human 
field." Then he shatters your mystical dreaminess in 
chapter two with an introductory synopsis of the 
philosophy of phenomenology, leaving less schol- 
arly readers such as myself, fascinated and eager to 
read the work of French philosopher Merleau-Ponty 
(maybe at the next blockade). "The Spell of the 
Sensuous" dives deep into linguistics, animism, the 
history of written language, and the connection 
between landscape and language, and is chock full of 
interesting accounts of oral, indigenous cultures from 
North America, Australia and beyond. 


REVIEWED BY MARK RoBINOWITZ 

Imagine a decade from now looking back at the end 
of the 20th century — the most destructive to hu- 
mans and all other species in our history. Think 
about ways that the year 2000 (Y2K) global computer 
crash prompted transformations in industrial society 
toward local self-reliance by using more sustainable 
technologies. How was Y2K the impetus to create 
new ways of living closer to the natural world? 

The recent book "Awakening: The Upside of Y2K" is 
the single best resource that answers this question. 
The book is a compilation of essays, including 
some by leading visionaries of the Y2K 
community organizing movement 
who argue that surviving 
Y2K will require much 
more than individual 
efforts, including 
community-based, 
collective responses 
to build resilience 
and reduce depen- 
dence on distant au- 
tomated systems. 

An introductory 
essay notes: 

"The new millen- 
nium heralds the 
greatest change to 
modern society we 
have yet to face as a 
planetary commu- 
nity. Whether we 
experience this as 
chaos or social 
transformation will 
be influenced by 

what we do immediately." 

In "Who Will Do What and When Will They Do 
It?" psychologist Douglass Carmichael constructs a 
series of potential Y2K scenarios based on the extent 
of technical and social breakdowns. Extreme mal- 


functions would be the worst case, apocalyptic situ- 
ation, full of widespread famine and techno-fascism. 
A more hopeful scenario would be interconnected 
technological failures with community responses 
that enable people to survive and even thrive. 

"A Big Grocer's Y2K Nightmare" describes the 
looming disaster for a large grocery store chain. 
Even with its backup generator, the chain would be 
out of business without electric power or telecom- 
munications. If Y2K is more than a day-long blip, 
providing basic foodstuffs to large populations could 
get extremely difficult. Community gardens, Food 
Not Bombs soup kitchens, municipal food storage 
warehouses and diverting grains from animal agri- 
culture to feeding people will all be needed. 

Several articles address the unique psychological 
stresses of Y2K. Even for environmentalists used to 
contemplating mass extinction, thinking about 
the worst case possibilities of Y2K is truly sober- 
ing — especially because the deadline is immediate 
and immovable. 

To date, most discussion of the crisis has focused on 
the technical aspects or how bad Y2K failures will be. 
But little attention has been paid to the nascent 
efforts by communities to prepare and use Y2K as the 
catalyst for a new society. A profile of Y2K's environ- 
mental impacts in the fall 1998 Earth Island Journal 
notes that, "We've built a society that is so vulnerable 
to glitches that two digits can bring it down." 

Now, like no other moment in human history, the 
future of our species probably depends upon how 
well we can use our intellect and cooperative abili- 
ties to mitigate the damage caused by the 20th 
century's insanities. We probably won't get another 
chance if we screw up next year. 

Copies of "Awakening — The Upside of Y2K" are 
available on line at www.cointelligence.org. Printed 
copies are available for $ 1 0 plus $ 2 postage from The 
Printed Word, 4327 S. Perry, Spokane, WA 99203; 
(509) 624-317 7. Call for bulk pricing. 

For more information look at www.tmn.com/y2k; 
www.y2ktimebomb.com/Tip/Lord/lord 9836.htm; 
www.earthisland.org; www.igc.org/icc3 70/y2k.htm. 
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REVIEWED BY El SUBWAY 

"In wildness is the preservation of the world." 

—Henry David Thoreau 

Every morning I wake up and wonder what 
calamity I will hear about next. Deadly hurricanes 
in Central America, species extinction everywhere 
you look, genetically engineered food, waste in- 
cinerators in the neighborhood and government- 
sponsored drug dealers on the street corner. Kinda' 
drives a guy or gal to despair, wouldn't ya say? 

And then I pick up a copy of Live Wild Or Die 
(LWOD) #7 and it all doesn't seem that bad. Like 
a mutant am algam of Lenny Bruce, Rod Coronado 
and Elizabeth Gurley-Flynn, LWOD plows 
through the swollen ego of free market capital- 
ism. This latest display of impish eco-radicalism 
brings together a delicious melange of humor, 
anger and practical advice aimed at the heartless 
heart of the megamachine. Continuing in the 
"Fuck You! Ha! Ha! Ha!" tradition of earlier 


LWODs, the latest version covers almost every 
aspect of radical politics, from anti -fascism, femi- 
nism and monkeywrenching, to class struggle, 
animal liberation and prison abolition. It is a 
whirlwind tour of the mind of the eco-anar- 
chist — chaotic, overflowing with information and 
hilariously bitter. It resounds with the message: 
The shit is so bad, all there is left is to act and to | 
act soon. 

LWOD #7 also has the wonderful gall to print a 
letter by that most maligned of eco-radicals, Mr. 
Ted K. They also give a shout out to their Green 
Anarchist comrades and show solidarity with un- 
derground groups still fucking shit up. There are 
some great how-tos for all interested in lending a 
hand (or paw) to the struggle. 

LWOD #7 goes where most zines fear to tread 
and does so with humor, an international scope, 
and a heartfelt call for solidarity between all 
movements that stand for the liberation of ecol- 
ogy and humanity. 

In Live Wild or Die is the preservation of sanity. 

LWOD is from POB 204, 2425-B Charming Way, 
Berkeley, C A 94704. 
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FIRE in the Eyes 

Headwaters Action Video Collec- 
tive (HAVC) announces a new, pow- 
erful, unnerving video looking at 
Humboldt County's new policy of 
using pepper spray on nonviolent 
protesters. With the primordial red- 
wood rainforest as its backdrop and 
in-your-face direct actions by Earth 
First! as the catalyst, this video 


shows the increasing violence and 
police-state mentality of govern- 
ment and big business. Though 
disturbing in subject matter, this 
movie needs to be seen. Includes 
the story of David "Gypsy" Chain's 
tragic death and the police re- 
sponse to a three week road block- 
ade that followed. To order con- 
tact HAVC, POB 2198, Redway, CA 
95560, (707) 459-5490 ex. 582; $20 
suggested donation. 


American 
Action Update 

This is a call for submissions for the 
first issue of the North American edi- 
tion of the Earth First! Action Update. 

The Action Update has been around 
for years serving the Earth First! move- 
ment in Europe. Their Action Update 
covers all the activities of Earth First! 
and other radical environmental groups 
all over Europe. The actions are sum- 
marized in short paragraphs with a 
couple of "feature" action articles. There 
is a "news in brief" section and up- 
coming actions diary. It also contains 
a directory of EF! contacts, a list of 
supportive groups and calendar of 
events in Europe and internationally. 
Australia has also published their own 
Action Update. 

Earth First! in this country/conti- 
nent has needed a newsletter literally 
since the movement began. The EF! 
Journal comes out every six and a half 
weeks and nowadays is a professional 
paper with a big budget (relatively 
speaking) and international reader- 
ship. The North American Action Up- 
date would come out every moon at 
first, with the goal of eventually pub- 
lishing twice a moon. The target audi- 
ence would be EF!ers on this conti- 
nent, and the format would be a low 
budget, copyright-free, four- or eight- 
page newsletter. 

Additionally, our Action Update can 
accommodate inserts from local groups 
in the form of flyers or handbills, a 
rowdy letters section, and other inter- 
nal movement discussion and debate. 

Send written submissions, graphics, 
photos and suggestions to the Earth 
First! Action Update, POB 1415, Eu- 
gene, OR 97440; earthfirst@igc.org (put 
"Action Update" in the subject). 


Buffalo Nations 

Snow is flying, and the Yellowstone 
buffalo need your help! Come join us 
at Buffalo Nations — we're the only 
group working on the ground every- 
day to make sure that not one more 
buffalo is killed. 

With the construction of a new cap- 
ture facility coming up any day, we 
need people NOW! We welcome any- 
one who wants to spend their days 
watching buffalo, cooking meals, split- 
ting wood and doing the many activi- 
ties that make Buffalo Nations a reality. 

Even if you can't come out, we have a 
new video documentary "Buffalo Bull" 
and other materials that can be used for 
outreach. We are also grateful for dona- 
tions. Contact us at POB 957, West 
Yellowstone, MT 59758; (406) 646-0070; 
buffalo@wildrockies.org. 


W i n a Peltier 
P aintin g 

The Leonard Peltier Charitable 
Foundation (LPCF) is raffling an origi- 
nal Leonard Peltier oil painting. Ob- 
serve this gorgeous painting at http:/ 
/members, aol.com/lpcfound/ 
homepage.html (then click on LPCF 
raffle). The LPCF is providing an ex- 
citing opportunity for Peltier support- 
ers to own this extraordinary work. 
The painting comes with a certificate 
of authenticity and a depiction by 
Leonard Peltier that can be mounted 
with the painting. 

You may purchase as many raffle 
tickets as you like at $ 1 ticket. When we 
have $ 1,000 (there are lots left), Leonard 
will choose a ticket and the winner will 
be notified by mail and/or telephone. 
Please sign and save your raffle ticket 
upon receipt. After personal verifica- 
tion, a release form must be signed by 
the winner. Your beautiful painting 
will then be shipped to you UPS at the 
expense of the foundation. 

Send $1 per ticket (check or money 
order) to LPCF c/o Shannon Collins, 
POB 681 Rimrock, AZ 86335; (520) 567- 
6523. Good luck! 

Fantastic 
Phone Savings! 

from 


Affinity 


Long Distance 

Affinity Long Distance 
guarantees a rate reduction 
on your phone bill. Plus, 
Affinity will give 5% of your 
bill to the EF! Journal; 
a gift that keeps on giving. 
To sign up, contact Steve at 
Affinity, 2631 Regent St., 
Berkeley, CA 94704-3314 
(510) 644-2778 
ORG# 6710500-000 • REP# 141-0142-85 


Earth Sensitive 
Products 

Be independent. Work for yourself. 
Rated #1 home-based business. 

Focus ON HEALTH AND ENVIRON- 
MENT. No INVENTORY, NO DELIVERIES. 

Unlimited income potential 1 - 
800-293-2741, ext. 8202. 


January 23-24 


End Primate 
Experimentation 

The Coalition to End Primate Ex- 
perimentation (CEPE) is organizing 
1999 Primate Freedom Tour for the 
summer of 1999. We will caravan to 
21 different primate research facilities 
and hold teach-ins, protests, vigils and 
more. The goal is to spark a national 
debate on the moral, scientific, ethical 
and medical implications of the con- 
tinued use of nonhuman primates in 
medical and scientific research. 

We are looking for volunteers who 
want to either join the caravan, help 
promote the tour, organize events in 
the areas we will be stopping at, or 
help out with camping gear, food, 
vehicles, places to crash, fundraising, 
etc. Contact CEPE, POB 34293, Wash- 
ington, DC 20043; (888) 391-8948; 
CEPEmail@yahoo.com; 
www.envirolink.org/orgs/cepe. 

Time 4 Zero Cut! 

Order free copies of the new Zero Cut 
Times'. Send your name, address and 
the desired quantity to Jeanette Russell, 
Native Forest Network, POB 8251, 
Missoula, MT 59807; (406) 542-7343, 
fax 542-7347; russell@wildrockies.org. 


The second annual National Con- 
ference on Civil Disobedience will be 
held at American University in Wash- 
ington, DC. 

Civil disobedience is an old and ef- 
fective technique of resistance and 
protest which has helped lead many 
oppressed groups to lasting freedom. 
Today, forms of civil disobedience are 
being used by many different groups 
for a variety of liberation struggles 
around the world. It has become 
timely, important and necessary to 
learn from each other's struggles while 
keeping in mind the lessons of those 
who have fought before us. 

The National Conference on Civil 
Disobedience is geared towards the ac- 
tivist. It is run by activists who adhere to 
a strict nonprofit, noncorporate ethic. 

The cost is the lowest possible rate, 
$10 prepaid, $15 at the door. Each 
lunch will be $5, $7 at the door. Hous- 
ing is only available by preregistra- 
tion. If your group requests a table, the 
cost is $20 total for both days. Spaces 
are limited for tables so we suggest 
submitting your request early. 

To find out more, e-mail Nisha 
Anand, Conference Coordinator, at 
nisha@igc.org. 


Tree Flesh • Tree Flesh • Tree Flesh 

Tree Flesh is a journal of revolutionary environmentalism and anti- 
authoritarian action and thought, intended to provide a forum between 
communities engaged in "No Compromise" struggles. Tree Flesh is put 
together and sent out from Searsport, Maine, covering news primarily of 
eastern North America but also including worldwide coverage of radical 
actions. While this zine is a humble attempt to convey information and 
thought, more contributions can only further this discussion and report- 
ing. TF is calling for action updates, Earth night news, detailed industrial 
destruction work, articles, poetry, rants, photos, art, service/goods of- 
fered for free or trade, DIY info, etc. Tree Flesh# 1,#2, and #3 came out this 
summer and fall; #4 should be out the beginning of 1999. This 40-page 
zine is an ambitious attempt to give voice to the "real" rebellion. Send 
them a buck or a dollars worth of stamps (more if you can) to cover 
postage for each issue, and help stoke the flames of our resistance. 

Contact Tree Flesh at POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 



Who Says You Can’t 
Change the World? 

Check out E/The Environmental Magazine and learn 
how you can make a difference in your world ! 

W hether you want to simply “green up” your own personal life- 
style — or join in efforts to clean up oceans, save wildlife, or 
' eliminate pesticides from our food — E will inform and inspire you 
6 times per year! 

E covers the “big” issues, like global warming, the state of our oceans, and the 
impacts of growing population — all with contact information so you can plug into 
efforts to turn the tide. PLUS, E' s “Green Living” departments will provide you 
with loads of information and ideas for living more in harmony with the Earth. 

“Where have I been to miss such an outstanding publication?” 

— Dean Whitehead, West Hollywood, CA 


SEND FOR A FREE TRIAL ISSUE TODAY! 


Send me my FREE 
trial issue of E/The 
Environmental Magazine. If I like it, I can 
subscribe for one year (6 issues) for only 
$19.95. If not. I'll just return the subscription 
invoice marked “cancel" and return it to you. 
The FREE issue is mine to keep with no cost 
or obligation to me. 



ADDRESS 


CITY, STATE. ZIP 


E Magazine, P.O. Box 2047, Marion, OH 43305 

For Faster Service Call 1-800-967-6572! 


AS9830 
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International Action Against Global Economy 


....Wherever there is oppression there is resistance 

A proposal has been made by activists from diverse UK groups including 
Reclaim the Streets, London Greenpeace, Earth First!, Green Student Network and 
Partizans to hold an international day of action aimed at the heart of the global 
economy: the financial and banking institutions and districts. The suggested date 
is June 18, 1999. This proposal is made in the spirit of strengthening our 
international networks and follows from the success of coordinated global action 
during May 16-20, 1998, when demonstrations, actions and protests took place 
(including over 30 street parties in more than 20 different countries). 

Next year between June 18-20, the eight most industrialized nations will be 
meeting in Koln, Germany. June 18 protests should occur in the major 
financial/business/banking districts or at relevant sites, e.g. at transnational 
companies offices, local banks, etc. Events would be autonomously organized 
and networked by a diversity of local groups. It is hoped that a whole range of 
different movements will take part. 

Already there have been discussions with activists from around the world; 
we'd like very much to hear what you think. Please reply to: 
jl8discussion@gn.apc.org Your replies will automatically go out to other inter- 
ested groups around the world, in order to facilitate broader discussion about 
this proposal. Or write to June 18, POB 9656, London, N4 4JY, UK. 


Western Forest Conference Feb i-7 


You all are hereby invited to the 8th annual Western Forest Activists 
Conference from February 4-7, 1 999 at the Southern Oregon University campus 
in Ashland, Oregon — sponsored by the Headwaters Environmental Center. 

Over 400 forest activists will come together as a learning community to attend 
a series of workshops, plenary and breakout sessions, field trips and wilderness 
hikes, networking caucuses, keynote addresses and inspiring entertainment. 

The theme of this conference is "Towards Regional Awareness: Restoration, 
Politics, Wilderness and Culture." There will be a special focus on the Klamath- 
Siskiyous and other places where a sense of the region is being used to make 
people more aware of conservation opportunities. 

A special gathering of Youth Activists will kickoff the event Feb. 4th at 
Southern Oregon University in scenic Ashland (where the Siskiyou Mountains 
and the Cascade Range collide). 

Conference fee is $75-$100 ($60 until Jan. 1) including three breakfasts and 
two lunches. Dakubetede Environmental Education Programs is offering un- 
dergraduate and graduate level academic credit for the conference through 
Antioch University. 

For more information or to make suggestions, contact Chant Thomas at 
Headwaters, POB 729, Ashland, OR 97520; (541) 899-1712, 482-4459; 
chant@mind.net; www.headwaters.org. 


Total Lib. Conference 

February 12-15, Boca Raton, Florida 
To make change, we must band to- 
gether. Join MOVE, the Anarchist Black 
Cross Federation, American Indian 
Movement, Animal Liberation Front 
Supporters, Food Not Bombs and oth- 
ers at this important conference. Con- 
tact Animal Defense League, POB 
812462, Boca Raton, FL 33481-2462; 
(561) 988-1323; xdbergerx@juno.com. 


agil press’agil press’agil press 

Agit Press, an all volunteer pub- 
lishing collective, has two EZLN 
communiques, and pamphlets on 
the prison industrial complex and 
women political prisoners avail- 
able. $1-3 each. Profits will go to 
the causes. 

To order contact AK Press, POB 
40682, San Francisco, CA 94140; 
(415) 864-0892, fax 864-0893; 
akpress@akpress.org. 


lu 

vt'CHKU Ntil 

RESISTANCE, SABOTAGE AND MUSIC, a two hour video documentary 
(NTSC) about the history of resistance to industrial capitalism, focusing 
on Earth First, the IWW (wobblics), and the Luddites. Features interviews 
with Judi Bari. Howard Zinn, loggers, wobblics, and many more. Compares 
cultures of resistance, their arts and music, and their tactics. Includes quite 
a bit ol vintage footage, as well as current action footage from demonstrations. 

$15.00 

jTCHKUNG! vs. THE STATE, a one hour video documentary (NTSC), 
it follows the heartwarming relationship between an anarchist performance 
collective and their local police and fire depts. Exploding dttmpters, parades, 
riot cops, clowns, tall talcs, and a lot of good show performance footage. 

$15.00 


jTCHKUNG! “POST WORLD HANDBOOK”, a compact disk recording 
with propaganda booklet, it is full length and features such tracks “Clearcut- 
Spikc” “Feral” “Truckstop”, and more. Family Fun! 

$13.00 


All prices in United States Imperial Dollars 
Please send check or money order 
Plus $2.00 shippng to 
jTCHKUNG! Media Product 
I 122 E. Pike. Suite 949 
Seattle, WA. 9H122 USA 


I 




The 1999 EF! Organizers Conference, 
Winter Fiesta and 20th Anniversary Hike 


The EF! Baja beach party you've always been waiting for is just around the corner. 
The only thing is that it's not going to be in Baja; it'll be on a beach in Mexico across 
the Gulf of California, five hours south of Tucson. Also, it won't be just a party, it 
will be the 1999 Earth First! Organizers Conference and Winter Fiesta. In addition, 
there will be a hike to commemorate the 20th anniversary of Earth First! 

The whole show starts on February 9-11 with a hike to El Pinacate. Dave, Mike, 
Howie and the boys climbed the beautiful, volcanic Pinacates in 1979. That trip 
was part of the inspiration for a new, no-compromise environmental group — 
Earth First!. (El Pinacate is now a biosphere reserve, with camping restrictions. 
Space is limited for this event.) 

On Thursday, February 11, we'll drive just south of Puerto Penasco, the site of 
this year's conference. The conference will begin that night, with a greeting 
meeting and a finalization of the agenda. The conference continues Friday and 
Saturday (February 12-13), with a huge fiesta Saturday night lasting until sunrise 
on Sunday. Sunday night and Monday (February 15, President's Day in the US) 
have been left open for snorkeling, siestas and/or traveling back to the states. 

The upper Gulf of California is known for its phenomenal tidal changes. We 
have arranged for trips to tidal pools, a local women's oyster cooperative and 
birding locations on Sunday and Monday mornings. Trips are limited in space, 
require reservations and will require a small donation. 

With the killing of David Chain and the media circus surrounding the Vail 
arson, we have a lot to talk about this year. The proposed agenda is listed 
below. In an effort to jumpstart deeper discussion on controversial topics, 
conference participants are encouraged to submit brief discussion papers. 
Send 'em to the Journal, and we'll make copies for the conference. If you have 
any comments or suggestions for the agenda, also send them to the Journal, 
POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440, (541) 344-8004; earthfirst@igc.org (put "con- 
ference" in the subject line). 

Proposed agenda items include: etiquette in Mexico; David Chain; Vail/ 
sabotage; media; long-term, movement-wide strategy; Organizers Conference 
structure; 1999 RRR in the Gila Mountains of New Mexico, June 21-28; EF! 
worldwide; EF! Journal; Direct Action Fund; and Fund for Wild Nature. Suggested 
workshops include Wise Use; law enforcement infiltration; manufacturing Y2K; 
pepper spray counter strategies; urban activism; industrial recreation; end corpo- 
rate dominance; zero cut/exploitation; and genetics. 

Here are a few travel trips: Learn Spanish. Bring a birth certificate and a voter 
registration card, state identification card or passport to make border crossings 
and policia encounters smoother. Crossing into Mexico is usually not a 
problem, but coming back into the states can be a shakedown. Don't transport 
anything they might be looking for. Clean out your car. Any camo, khaki or 
militaristic gear will be suspect. Do not carry or attempt to buy drugs in Mexico. 

Check the current monetary exchange before you leave, but it should be about 
10 pesos to the dollar. The best exchange rate will be found in Mexican banks. It 
is cheaper to buy your gasoline, oil, auto parts, batteries and film in the US. If 
you plan to drive, it is highly advised to buy Mexican auto insurance at the US 
border towns or from AAA. Insurance is less than $10 a day. 

The ever depressed Mexican economy will provide us numerous opportuni- 
ties to infuse it with some good ol' American dinero. We are suggesting that all 
of us fend for ourselves in the local cantinas, taquerias and mercados. The best 
defense against Montezuma's revenge is to bring all your water and to cook your 
own food. When eating out, avoid leafy greens or vegetables which might have 
been washed in water. Ask if the water you are being served is "agua puerificada" 
(bottled or filtered water). 

About the February 9-11 Pinacate hike: There is very limited camping space 
and even less parking space. Carpooling is necessary. Dogs, alcohol and 
campfires (among other things) are prohibited, and this is strictly enforced. 
Expect dry, rugged, volcanic terrain, magnificent winter conditions and scen- 
ery! If you plan on attending, contact one of the carpool numbers below. 

About the February 11-15 conference/fiesta: We will camp and meet on an 
estuary beachfront, southeast of Puerto Penasco, on La Pinta Ejido. Come prepared 
to camp; bring all food and water. Dogs are not permitted at the conference. 
Minimal bathroom facilities available. Cold, cloudy and/or windy weather is 
possible. There will be a $5 per vehicle per night charge, so carpool! If you need a 
ride from Tucson, please contact one of the numbers below ASAP. Directions from 
Lukeville on the Arizona/Mexico border: Go South on Mexico Route 8 to Puerto 

Penasco for 63 miles, then East on Route 
37 towards Caborca for 21 miles. Turn 
right at the sign for La Pinta Ejido. Stop 
for the guard dogs, say hello to our hosts, 
and get waved on straight ahead to our 
beach and campsite! 

So, come and join us on la playa! If 
you want to hike with us, plan on 
arriving in Tucson on February 8 or 9. 
If you can just come to the conference, 
arrive in Tucson by February 10 or 11. 
For carpooling from Tucson, call 
Dwight at (520) 740-0810 or Turtle at 
(520) 623-5252 x303. 

The conference is open to any EF!er 
interested in helping to steer the 
movement. The cost is $20 (plus camp- 
ing fees). For more information or to 
apply for travel $$, call Jim at (541) 
714-9193. 



• Action reports & future actions • 
Prisoner support info • International 
resistance news • Writings from jail • 
A network for nonviolent direct action 

$ 15/year 

(US$20 Canada, US$25 overseas) 

ASK FOR A FREE SAMPLE ISSUE 


POB 43383, Tucson, AZ 85733 USA 
nukeresister@igc.org 
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3 used h long for revolution 
tut note apocalypse 
would do. 

3 just want this 
whole civilization 
to collapse : 

This giant engine of the work week stave system corporate state 

poison factory nightmare 

Jo die in its deep tracks, 

short-circuit, meltdown, crash, 

freeze up in terminal gridlock. 

toil in a caustic cauldron of toxics 

that the earth and its animats 

have spit tack at us. 

3 fust want it 
fucking destroyed 
gotten out of my face 
and off of my life. 


■find maybe someday 
as some mutant survivor 
3’ll find my simple joy again: 
Dancing on the earless overpasses 
finally free on the freeways 

that have cost us so much, 

• ■ ■•■■■■ • 

Drumming on a spare parts marimba 
in an auto graveyard 
big as a town. 

playing a totally outside tuning 
on the xylophone of the ribs 
of this dead dinosaur 
jtike some obstinate weed 
blooming 

in the pavement cracks. 


Kitk Pumpkin 


"pindiny tde seal atorld void of answers? 

Aodt faitd in natural enhancers? 

"Deed mentality loom larye amid viruses and cancers? 


lade deed, 

for are ve yot utdat you need: 


7 'did id a laud utdere ate re dolviny tde notarial atorld d 
madiay tde delicate balance of nature doled ad yranite, 
tdtrouyd our inyenioud elimination of uon-duman life, 
and our viyoroud paviny of tde planet: 


Ttsio a$s eojzpo&moii 

"Do your ddiu blemished deem unjust? 

"Do you reyard your flab atitd disyust? 

Are you too deldom tde of feet of uncoutrolladle 

‘ Peel reassured/ 

TOe dove utdat you need to be adored/ 

70dy, ate re tde nation of aphrodisiac 
of liposuction, implants, codmeticd; / 

of perfumed and cneamd, deodorants audjo 
constructive suryery, trandplantd, dietetics. 

Aicense id addured for tdode tiydtened. yirdled. or 
elonyated, or dardened, or padded, or dtuffed: 

'Profliyaey yuaranteed atitd eacd uyly dain one yete plucded, 
and for shin that d scoyredpre - fiuidded. and duffed. 

So in these days of indulycuce, utdere ate can fill any la* 

%o lonyer moot chests flatten when one lied ott 

Suy "Delco d non-poroud body pantd. ain-drudded parapdenuatia. 
modelesyue limdd. permi- flexed modeled, inter alia; 

TOell- tinted ddiu ynaftd. dudtly colorful ad an ajalea, 
neat-haired. ever-ready, odorledd yenitalia/ 

"A ad atord made you stressed? 

"Does dedool dove you predded ? 

Are you atordiny your ateedendo do you ve money to invest? 
lade deart f 

ate U delp yive you a neat start f 

After all, tdie id tde country of yuied oaXmeald. indtant doupd, minute riced, 
of toadtadU-redydnateable-microwaveadle food, 
endledd edibles of convenience, epaniuy our creative devices , 
dupplyiny realistic meals tdat are all dot pre- cheated. 

Tt/e dove ten minute atordout year to fit in tde clodet. 
fast cadd. indtant credit, preapproved loand, 
faxiny, yuiek edeed- out. automatic teller, direct depooit, 
ovemiydi mail, and fiber optic superdiydatay pdouee. 

So in tdiid aye of efficiency, atitd our cult of convenience, 
tdere d no readon your life should de anytdiny dut lenience: 

Tf you and your spouse need a life leoo insistent, 

Tf you atant moments of reflection for don and dauydter 
Try our neat (^amotion TKeditation indtant / 

Start tde day stress,- free — just add utaterf 


FOR THE BEARS 

Here, on Montana's Rocky Mountain Front 
Blackleaf Canyon is the 
Mother of the World. 

Here wind blows. 

Sometimes fierce 
Sometimes gentle 
Here grizzlies roam 
Sometimes fierce 
Sometimes gentle. 

Plans arc afoot. 

Plans arc afoot. 

To develop this place 
For oil and gas. 

The limber pine 
The wolverine 
The elk 

Scream, no, no. no! 

But plans are afoot. 

Wc must prepare 
For battle! 

—Greg Bechle 



IC1ETY 


V BERKELEY CA 94720 4SI0 

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED TO THE AUTHORS 


Tl/dere ate ve helped driny teednoloyy to levels fantastic, 
creatiny a utorld utdere pnoyredd endlessly marched: 
so tdat deserts decome resorts and vacation spots plastic, 
do tde ylode s adorned atitd TKcDonald d yolden areded: 

Hdere d no lonyer need to feel trapped dy life d limitations, 
in tdiid aye of pure, natural, hundred- percent imitations / 


diet yenetically proyram you for your Specialty: n 

yive you tecdnoloyical anduters for your every' partiality: • .• m m nlMSI 

immunise your system for any possible malady, ~ 
replace all your oryand to do away atitd fatale 

After all. utdo needs nature utden ate have virtual reality?,,,- ,* , 


Seth TKendeloatitf 


Earth First! Shopping Depot 


BOOKS 


Concrete: Think Like a Mountain 

By Paul Chadwick. A full-color illustrated novel 
about a group of EFIers who contact Concrete (a 
mountaineer/writer trapped in a concrete body) to help 
with an old-growth campaign. A 6-issue comic book 
series compiled into a book about EF! history and 
philosophy. 160 pages — $17 

Road Raging: Top Tips for 
Wrecking Roadbuilding 

By Road Alert! Campaign organizing field manual 
with stories from British anti-roads campaigns. Dia- 
grams, sample flyers and forms, contacts, resources, 
appendicies. 220 pages — $12 

Anarchist Farm 

By Jane Doe. Fiction. 192 pages — $10 

The Big Outside 
A Descriptive Inventory of the Big 
Wilderness Areas of the United States 

By Dave Foreman & Howie Wolke. Maps, list of 
areas by size and state. 490 pages — $1 7 

Desert Solitaire 

A Season in the Wilderness 

By Edward Abbey. Nonfiction. 295 pages — $6 

Earth First! Campfire Poems 

Edited by Dennis Fritzinger, Karen Coulter, Dwight 
Metzger. 200+ pages of historical poems — $12 

Earth First! Songbook 

77 songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info — $10 

ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood. Extensively 


T-SHIRTS 

(All t-shirts are 100% cotton and 
available in medium, large and extra 
large. For XXL add an additional $3.) 

Eagle 

Black on Unbleached— $12 


Arm & Wrench 

Multi-color on Yellow (not pictured)— $15 

No Fucking Compromise 

White on Black (not pictured) — $12 



Visualize 
Direct Action 

Black and White on Unbleached 
(not pictured) — $12 

Stop Public Lands 
Ranching 

“ The Cow that Ate the West " 

Black on Cream (not pictured) 

large — only $10! 
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''’the Dele*** 

Earth First! Fist 

Green Fist on Unbleached — $12 
Black Fist on Willow Green or Kelly (only xxl)—$12 
Multi-color on Black or Forest Green— $15 



EARTH 


FIRST 


Earth First! Tools 

Black Tools on Unbleached — $12 
Black Tools on Blue or Tan 


revised, expanded third edition. 350 pages — $18 

Ecological Resistance Movements: 
The Global Emergence of Radical and 
Popular Environmentalism 

Edited by Bron Taylor. 422 pages — $20 

The End of Nature 

By Bill McKibben. 226 pages — $12 

Green Rage 

Radical Environmentalism and the 
Unmaking of Civilization 

By Christopher Manes. 291 pages — $15 

Grizzly Years 

In Search of the American Wilderness 

By Doug Peacock. Photos. 375 pages — $13 

The Monkeywrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey. Fiction. 387 pages— $7 

Refuge 

An Unnatural History of Family and Place 

By Terry Tempest Williams. 304 pages — $12 

A Sand County Almanac with Essays 
on Conservation from Round River 

By Aldo Leopold. Special edition. 295 pages — $10 

Think Like a Mountain 

Towards a Council of All Beings 

By John Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming, Arne 
Naess. Illustrated by Dalian Pugh. 128 pages — $10 

Waste of the West 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs. Encyclopedic overview of grazing. 
Contact list, statistics, over 1,000 photos, car- 
toons, graphics, charts, maps. 602 pages — $28 


Hey! Look at last issue's EF! J and 
fiheck out the full musical selection. 
Also, we will soon be coming out with 
a twelve-page, full-color merch catalog 
offering all the EF! goodies imaginable. 



Green Fist w/ White lettering on Black— $12 


small — only $6! 


. 100% Hemp Wallets • O 

Tan w/Black and Green Fist and Black Lettering 
specify wording “Greed Kills" or “Earth First!” — only $10! 


Fist Patch 

Quality 3-inch patches for 
your daypack, jacket or butt 
Earth First! Fist— $3 

Rubber Stamps 

Sturdy wood-block stamps 
made from unfinished scrap 
Earth First! Fist — $5 
Earth First! Tools — $5 


NEW • NEW • NEW 

100% Hemp Cap 

Tan w/Black and Green 
embroidered fist — $14 

Fist Caps 

(100% cotton, adjustable) 
Desert Camo — $12 
Brown Forest Camo — $12 


Silent Agitators 

Little 1.5-inch stickers good 
for your bike or bulldozer 
Earth First! Fist—30/$2 
Earth First! Tools — 30/$2 
No Deal, Assholes — 30/$2 

Window Stickers 

3-inch stickers for high visability 
EF! Fist — 4/$l • Anti-Grazing— 8/$l 


Earth First! Merchandise Order Form 
Send to: EF! Merchandise, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

Make checks payable to the Earth First 1 Journal. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Call (541) 344-8004 for more info. 



Name. 

Street 

City 


Date 


TOTAL 


$ 


. State/Country 


. Zip . 


foreign orders 
add 15% 

i mm mm mm mm mb bb! 
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TRACE ENGINEERING 
POWER INVERTERS 




Who 


the Boat Will Dot 


Th* Power Company 



• AC Electricity From A 
Battery 

• We Provide 120/240 
Volt Electricity Any- 
where in the World 

• 600 to 8,000 Watts of 
Continuous AC Output 
Power 

• Available In Five In- 
put Battery Voltages: 
12,24,32,36, & 48 

• Power To Run Com- 
puters, TV, VCR, Micro- 
wave, Tools, Lights and 
Most Appliances 

• Certified by E.T.L. to 
U.L. Specifications, U.L. 
1778 and 1741 
•Prime Power 

• Backup Power 


Quality Power Without Compromise! 

Available from: SolciT Energy Solutions, Andrew Koyaanisqatsi, 
3730 SE Lafayette Ct., Portland, OR 97202; (503) 238-4502 


Against Civilization 

Itciidings anil KcfVHioiis 



Ip * •*& 

g ■ • > &>■ . ;-s“ - * | 


Joint Xcrxan, Editor 


From Hesiod on through to the "primitiv- 
ists" of today, by way of Rousseau, William 
Morris, and Fourier, among others — 51 selec- 
tions in all. 

Here is a reader that throws light on the inner 
logic of civilization and its devouring course. 
In these times of desolation for individual, 
society, and biosphere alike, such a collection 
is urgently needed. 

Why does every culture have its longing for 
a lost Golden Age? How have history and 
Progress brought us such vast separation and 
emptiness, such a sense of no future? Is it 
civilization itself that has brought us here? 

Schiller, Paul Shepard, Kirkpatrick Sale, Fou- 
rier, Perlman, Sahlins, Bahro, Zerzan, the 
Unibomber, etc, etc. — visionaries and theorists 
exposing the foundations of today's crisis and 
helping us see the possibility of a qualitatively 
different existence. 

T o order, send check/money order for $11.50 
(includes postage) to Uncivilized Books, POB 
11331, Eugene, OR 97440. 


tittSTUDENT MOVEMENT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE IS AUVE AND 
$$&C IS A STUDENT-RUN, STUDENT-LED NATIONAL NETWORK 0 
AN HAT IONS AND INDIVIDUALS DEDICATED TO UPROOTING 
m ^ ENTM INJUSTICES THROUGH ACTION AND EDd0mL 4 ", 

9 TfrKESfrora - £* E 

K eurSEAS’s 

— — lurre* 


m WTPs//VWV.SEACOWI 

14 215 - 222 ~PW 
2 I 5 - 222 - 2 SS 6 (fax) 

SE AC®SEAC. 0*3 

P© Box SW0«J 
Philadelphia, PA V=n04 



student add tcuth 

ACTIVISTS VITH ARTICLES 
ACTION ALERTS REGIONAL 
UPDATES CONTACTS 
CALENDARS OP EVENTS 
AND MORE] 


m 


- 

5€AC Goes Zero-Cut! 


LWOD #Y Set it Wt?ile Yea C?m 

In defiance of expectations, LWOD #8 will focus on the 

sleep, and sanity, Live Wild Or Y2K, or Millenium, computer 
Die #7 went to press and has bug, and related issues. We 


hit the street. 40 newspaper- 
size pages full of anarchy, 
sabotage, direct action, mili- 
tant labor, eco/ 
animal liberation, 
un compromising 
critique, primitiv- 
ism/anti-tech, class IIIC| 
war, antifa, reports m ' ’ * 
of global resistance and an 
anti-patriarchy section 

We are asking for at least 
$ 3 postage paid per copy, but 
more $ would be great; t-shirts 
are still $ 1 3; for bulk orders or 
trades, write to us. 


want to hear from you on how 
to take advantage of this his- 
toric opportunity. Send zine 

and t-shirt orders, 
as well as corre- 
spondence and 

submissions for # 8 , 

1 1 KT DO IT to our new address: 

iW ‘' B 1 1 • LWOD. POB 481, 

Tucson, AZ 85702, Amerika 
Wildly yours, LWOD #7 
P.S. LWOD has been on a 
desperately needed break for 
the last two months. Orders 
will be filled shortly. Sorry for 
the delay. 
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PROJECTS 6 CAMPAIGNS 


Cold Mountain, 

Cold Rivers Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT S9807 
(406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org 
www.wildrockies.com/cmcr 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(925) 376-7329; fax 631-7958 
End Corporate Dominance 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
(541) 468-2028 


Northeast Forest Practices Campaign 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 

norea stah@acadia .net 

Sea Defense Alliance 

POB 400, Williams, OR 97544 

sedna@cdsnet.net 

Warrior Poets Society 

ASUC Box 361, Berkeley, CA 947204510 

Zero Extraction on Public Lands 

EF!J, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 

earthfirst@igc.org 


International EF! Directoiy 


Check out the international 
Earth First! web page at: 
www.k2net.co.uk/ef 
A US T RAL IA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

Australian EF! Action Update 

ef_au@hotmail.com 

www.green.net.au/ozef_update/ 

EF! Australia Community 

Lot 9 Halliford Rd. Via Dalby, Qld 4405 

ruredev@bigpond.com.au 

CANADA 

Coast Mountains EF! 

1472 Commercial Drive, Box 128 

Vancouver, BC VSL 3X9 

(604) 708-9660 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
EF! Manitoba 15-222 Osborne St. 
South, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 
(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto POB 70, 1576 Queen 

St. West, Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 

EF! Ottawa Box 4612 Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

Autonomous Green Action 

POB 4721, Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 

di695@freenet.carleton.ca 

EF! Montreal, Diffusion Noire 

c/o Librairie Alternative 

2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 

Montreal, PQ H2X 2T3 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@czn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 

Abbey St., Ballinrobe, County Mayo 

Limerick Talamh Glas 

41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 

00 353 61 313308 

ENGLAND 

Over 35 EF! groups exist in England; 
for a list, contact: 

EF! Action Update 

Dept. 29, 1 Newton St, Manchester 

Ml 1HW; (0161) 224 4846 

actionupdate@gn.apc.org 

www.k2net.co.uk/ef/earthfirst.html 

Oxford EF! 

Box E, 1 1 1 Magdalen Rd., 

Oxford, 0X4 IRQ, (01865) 791391 
South Downs EF!, Dead Trees EF! 
and Do or Die 

POB 2971, Brighton BN2 2GY 
savage@easynet.co.uk 

FRANCE 

Carbusters Magazine/Resource Ctr 
44 rue Burdeau 

69001 Lyon; (33) 4 72 00 23 57 
carbusters@wanadoo.fr 


GERMANY 

EF! Germany (c/o Avalon) 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 Essen 

INDI A 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 

Bihar, Post Box 229 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea Unlimited 

10F, Garden Tower Bldg., 98-78 

Wooni-dong, Chongno-gu, Seoul 

110-350 

THE NETHERLANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
PHILIPPINES 
Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 

ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3, 43-300 
Bielsko, Biala; ph/fax 048-33-183153 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
ph/fax +7 (0112) 43 72 86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 

SCOTLAND 
Glasgow EF1 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB; 44 (0)41 
636 1924/339 8009; fax 44 (0)41 424 
3688; scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLOVAKIA 
Slobodna alternativa 
Staromestska 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demandes, Taller de E. A. 
A. CURUXA, J. B., Xelmirer J, Campus 
Universitario, 1570 S Santiago; (81) 
584321; fax 584533 

SWEDEN 
Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
Nadia Shevchenko, POB 322, Kiev 
252187; +7 (38044) 263-4954, 265- 
7628, (fax)550-6068 
rk@cci.glasnet.ru 


ALASKA 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

Soren Wuerth 

c/o Alaska Action Center 

POB 230916, Anchorage, AK 99523 

(907) 566-2468; fishtree@alaska.net 

ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 

POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 

Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542; reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu 

CALIFORNIA 

Northcoast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 

(707) 825-6598; ncef@humboldtl.com 

Luna Media-Julia Butterfly 

POB 1256, Eureka, CA 95502 

(707) 839-8974; www.lunatree.org 

lunanews@humboldtl .com 

Redwood Action Team 

Darryl Chemey, POB 34 

Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 

(707) 923-DEMO 

Sonoma County EF!/Biotech Last! 
POB 3321, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
(707) 523-4196 
Sierra EF! 

228 Commercial St., Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
F.R.E.A.K. of Nature EF! 

POB 8493, Green Valley Lake, CA 92341-8493 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 848-8724 
Bay Area Activist Hotlines 
(510) 594-4000 x222 
(415) 332-5800 x324 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 569-5592 

Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
(909) 422-1637 
www.sagecouncil.com 
Tribes EF! 

c/o DR Chance, POB 10487 
San Bemadino, CA 92423 
DRChance@aol.com 
Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 
(760) 740-1174; sdef@envirolink.org 
COLORADO 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
wilderness 1 @geoci ties, com 
www.geocities.com/rainforest/1 443 
Art Good times 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152 
ah@amigo.net 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Clearwater FNB 

POB 17838, Clearwater, FL 34622 
(813) 538-9050 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
Univ. of Georgia, Tate Student Center 
Athens, GA 30602 
Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 531, Athens, GA 30603 
(706) 35S-9904 
HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440 Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation Project 
POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 
(208) 345-8077 
nrpp@lesbois.com 


Cove/Mallard Coalition 

POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83483 
(208) 882-9755; fax 883-0727 
cove@moscow.com 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago EF! 

c/o The Autonomous Zone 
1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 
Chicago, IL 60622 
(773) 252-6019; azone@wwa.com 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154 
Chicago, IL 60655 
hiends@enteract.com 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 

(618) 549-7387 

Coles County EF! 

c/o Jeffery Halla 

451 Taylor Hall, 2121 4th Street 

Charleston, IL 61920-4064 

IOWA 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 52244 

KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
(913) 707-0020 
LOUISIANA 
Louisiana EF! 

POB 113262, Metairie, LA 70011-3262 

MAINE 

Maine EF! 

RFD 1, POB 6000, Athens, ME 04912 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
noreastah@acadia.net 

MASS ACHUS ETTS 

Mass EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
Heather La Capria 

135 Eutaw St #3, East Boston, MA 02128 
(617) 569-3969 
Rebecca Butler 

6 1/2 Carlisle St. #3, Cambridge, MA 02139 

(617) 806-7547 

MICHIGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 

POB 50814, Kalamazoo, MI 49005 

(616) 383-9317 

Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
MINNESOTA 

North American ALF Press Office 
POB 103, Osseo, MN 55369 
(612) 601-0978; naalfpo@waste.org 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave So, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 
(612) 362-3387; earthfirst@juno.com 
Wilderness First! 

POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 

wdurness@aol.com 

www.geocities.com/RainForest/7094 

MISSOURI 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians , 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 
(S73) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 
Chinquapin Resistance 
POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 772-6463 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 ~~- 

Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEVADA 

Western Shoshone Defense Project 
POB 211106, Crescent Valley, NV 89821 
(702) 468-0230 
wsdp@igc.org 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 

POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

(505) 244-1830 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 

(505) 988-8128 


NEW YORK 

Wetlands Preserve, c/o NYC EF! 

161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 386-3600; fax 966-9821 

Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 
11978; (516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

532 Portage Rd, 1st Fir. 

Niagara Falls, NY 14301-1936 
(716) 282-7777 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 285-0631 
Katuah Highlands EF! 

POB 223, Deep Gap, NC 28618 
(910) 973-7032 
stemoody@wilkes.net 
OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119; (216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
OEARTHFIRST@oberlin.edu 
Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St., Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 592-2581 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45255 

OREGON 

Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305; swef@efn.org 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
mickey@efn.org; www.igc.org/cascadia 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll., SAO, Portland, OR 97202 

(503) 771-1112x7875 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 

POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 

(503) 241-4879; fax 235-9976 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave, Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln, Montrose, PA 18801 
Allegheny Defense Project 
POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 
(814) 226-4918; adp@envirolink.org 

TENNESSEE 
Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 624-3939 
johnjgb@mindspring.com 
Upper TN/Lebanon EF! 

1902 Westgate Dr. 

Springfield, TN 37172 
TEXAS 
EF! Austin 
2900 Lafayette St. 

Austin, TX 78722 

(512) 478-7666, entropy@eden.com. 

South Texas Contact 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 

(512) 937-6019 

East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 

POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 

Save the Corporations 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847; fax 254-7358 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

PAW Southwest Virginia 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

(540) 982-0492 

WASHINGTON 

Seattle EF! 

POB 85541, Seattle, WA 98145 
ph/fax (206) 632-2954; Sea-ef@scn.org 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 
Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 
(304) 754-9161 


WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters Action 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St, Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 

www.geocities.com/rainforest/4101 
North Forests EF! 

748 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh, WI 54901 

(920) 424-0265 

Bay Area North Guard 

POB 116, Washburn, WI 54891 

(715) 373-0882 

Driftless EF! c/o WPA 

POB 2761, LaCrosse, WI 54602-2761 

(608) 782-6997 

Sand County EF! 

c/o WI River Greens, 308 Nelson Hall 
Stevens Point, WI 54481 
Chippewa Valley EF! 

POB 143, Menomonie, WI 54751-0790 

Get in touch with the Earth First ! 
Journal if you want to become a 
contact at (541) 344-8004; 
earthfirst@igc.org 


PRISONER 

SUPPORT 

Direct Action Defense Fund 

POB 57357 Tucson, AZ 85732-7357 

(520) 795-5171 

National Activist Network 

POB 19515, Sacramento, CA 95819 

(916) 452-7197 

Rod Coronado 

03895-000, FCI Unit SW 

8901 S. Wilmot Rd. 

Tucson, AZ 85706 

North American ALF Support 

Group 

Box 69597, 5845 Yonge. St, 
Willowdale, Ont M2M 4K3 Canada 

For our full prisoners' 
directory, see our web page at 
www.enviroweb/ef/support 
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